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He  learned  the  printer’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  three  years,  working  in  Pcrrysburg  and  else- 
where. In  1865  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Frances 
Frusher,  who  was  born  in  England,  in  1845. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byrne  settled 
on  a farm  in  Middleton  township,  and  have  done 
general  farming  ever  since.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  them.  They  are:  Evalene,  John, 

Esther,  and  Chester — all  at  home,  except  Eva- 
lene, who,  on  April  15,  1896,  became  the  wife  of 
E.  J.  Spilker.  In  politics  Mr.  Byrne  is  a Demo- 
crat. 

Fred  Goeke,  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
enterprising,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful, farmers  in  Perrysburg  township,  is  a man  de- 
serving of  the  highest  credit  for  the  way  in  which 
he  has  risen  by  his  own  efforts,  from  a poor  boy 
to  his  present  comfortable  position  in  life. 

Mr.  Goeke  was  born  in  Wehrendorf,  Amt 
Wittlage,  Germany,  June  12,  1S57.  His  parents 
were  Fred  and  Elizabeth  (Beriming)  Goeke,  both 
natives  of  Hanover,  where  they  spent  their  entire 
lives,  the  father  dying  there  when  fifty-four,  and 
the  mother  when  sixty-three  years  of  age.  They 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  were 
estimable  people.  They  reared  a family  of  five 
children,  who  were  named — Frederick,  Henry, 
Elizabeth,  William  and  Claymore;  the  first  named, 
our  subject,  preferred  to  be  called  Fred,  by  which 
name  he  is  now  known.  When  Fred  Goeke  was 
eighteen  years  old,  in  company  with  his  brothers, 
William  and  Henry,  he  emigrated  to  America,  and 
finally  reached  this  State,  and  settled  in  Perrys- 
burg township,  where  he  worked  around  on  vari- 
ous farms  until  he  had  saved  money  enough  to 
purchase  a place  of  his  own.  This  he  was  finally 
able  to  do,  and  some  eight  years  ago  bought  the 
farm  of  sixty-one  acres  on  which  he  now  resides. 
He  has  made  many  improvements,  has  the  land 
under  good  cultivation,  and  owes  no  man  any- 
thing. 

Mr.  Goeke  was  married  February  20.  1881, 
to  Miss  Leah  Stauffer,  who  was  born  in  Perrys- 
burg township,  January  j,  1862.  Two  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  Henry,  born  October  i 1, 
1883,  and  John,  born  January  3,  1886.  Mrs. 
Goeke  is  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Echelbarker)  Stauffer,  both  of  whom  were  born  1 
in  Germany,  near  the  famous  river  Rhine.  Her 
mother  came  to  America  when  a little  girl,  and 
was  the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Stauffer  By  his  firct 
marriage,  the  children  of  Mr.  Stauffer  were — 
Abraham,  Annie,  Mary  and  Henrv.  Those  bv 
his  second  marriage  were — Chris.,  who  died  in 
childhood;  John;  Leah,  wife  of  our  subject;  Ed.;  , 


Katie;  Lena;  and  one  who  died  in  childhood. 
The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and 
the  mother  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  yeai's. 

Mr.  Goeke  began  life  a poor  boy,  working  at 
small  wages  as  a farm  hand,  but  is  now  better  off 
than  were  his  employers.  He  has  prospered  in  a 
remarkable  manner,  and  holds  an  enviable  posi- 
tion in  the  community  as  a citizen  and  agricult- 
urist. His  integrity  is  unquestioned,  and  his 
many  sterling  qualities  have  won  him  hosts  of 
friends.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  has  taken  con- 
| siderable  interest  in  county  politics.  Both  he 
| and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  are  always  ready  to  assist  in 
any  good  work. 

John  C.  Kazmaier,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Perrysburg,  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
February  9,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Renz)  Kazmaier,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Wittenberg.  7 hey  carne  to  America  in 
1846,  and  settled  in  Liverpool,  Medina  county, 
and  in  1866  came  to  this  count}',  and  located  on 
eighty  -acres  of  land  in  Middleton  township.  He 
died  in  Perrysburg,  in  1S91,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
! ty-seven  years.  Mrs.  Kazmaier  is  living  in  Per- 
i rysburg,  where  she  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
j Church.  To  this  couple  were  born  eleven  chil- 
| dren,  namely:  John  C.  (our  subject),  Theresa,  Au- 
gust, Annie,  Andrew,  Mary,  Christ,  Catherine, 
George,  Helen,  and  William.  Ail  grew  to  ma- 
turity, and  are  married. 

John  C came  to  this  county  in  1 866,  and 
bought  some  timber  land  in  Middleton  township, 
which  he  cleared  and  cultivated.  In  1864  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Harthneck.  who  was 
born  in  Liverpool,  Ohio,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Charles, 

February  25,  1 SO 5 , married  Alice  Goodman,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Clyde  and  Lulu;  George, 
November  3,  1866,  married  Emma  Shider,  and 
one  child  has  been  born  to  them.  Merlin;  Albert, 
July  28,  1869,  married  Jane  Frusher,  and  they 
have  two  children  Addie  and  Hazel;  John,  June 
11,  1S71;  Henry,  March  11,  1874;  Frank,  Janu- 
ary 4,  1 S 7 0 : Andrew,  November  iS,  l S 7 7 ; Harry, 
September  1,  1879;  Harvv,  October  6,  188;: 
Rosa,  October  10,  18S4;  Robert,  June  5,  1887; 
all  are  alive. 

Our  subject  is  a self-made  man.  and,  by  per- 
severance and  industry  lias  accumulated  a com- 
fortable fortune.  He  now  owns  174  acres  of 
excellent  farm  land.  He  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. and  a member  of  the  I .uiu  r.  1 Church 
Mrs.  Kazmaier  is  a daughter  of  George  an  i Rost 
(Renz)  Harthneck.  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
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Wittenberg,  Germany,  the  former  in  1808  and 
ihc  latter  in  1820.  They  were  married  in  Medina  j 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  now  live,  and  where 
ihc  wife  of  our  subject  was  born,  September  18, 
1844.  The  Kazmaier  family  are  among  the  lead- 
ing people  of  the  county. 

Abraham  M.  White,  whose  honorable  and 
straightforward  dealing  in  all  business  relations 
has  won  him  the  confidence  and  regard  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Orange  towmship,  Columbia  county,  Septem-  I 
her  1 6,  1836.  His  parents  were  William  and 
jane  (McMurtrie)  White.  The  father  was  born  1 
in  Columbia  county,  Penn.,  in  1803,  and  there 
married  Miss  McMurtrie,  w’hose  birth  occurred  in 
New  Jersey,  in  1812.  When  a young  man  he 
learned  the  trade  of  weaving,  which  he  followed 
at  intervals,  but  his  principle  vocation  was  farm- 
ing. He  became  the  owner  of  an  excellent 
farm  of  400  acres  in  his  native  county,  which  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  valued  at  $30,000. 

In  the  family  were  ten  children:  Elizabeth,  wife  j 
of  Jacob  Mallick,  of  Muncy,  Penn. ; Mary,  wife  i 
of  George  Connor,  of  Columbus,  Penn. ; John  ' 
M.,  of  the  same  county;  Sarah  J.,  deceased  wife  j 
of  Howard  Grimes,  of  Pennsylvania;  Abraham 
M. ; and  Isaiah,  W.  Pierce,  Samantha  (wife  of 
Peter  Evans),  Anna  Margaret  (wife  of  Harry 
Townsend),  and  Alvaretta  (wife  of  Alonzo  P. 
Howell),  all  of  Columbia  county. 

Mr.  White,  our  subject,  attended  school  in  1 
his  native  township  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  for  two  years  was  a student  in  Greenwood  : 
Seminary,  New  Columbus  Academy,  near  his  : 
home.  He  then  began  teaching  in  the  county  of 
his  birth,  and  for  fifteen  years  followed  that  pro-  I 
fession.  In  1863  he  went  to  Unionville,  Mich.,  j 
where  he  was  married  on  April  20,  of  that  year, 
to  Miss  Elmira  Edgar,  who  was  born  in  Colum- 
bia county,  Penn.,  in  1S41.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  B.  and  Elizabeth  Edgar,  who 
moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Unionville,  Mich., 
in  1858.  They  were  noted  for  their  strict  in-  ; 
tegrity  and  firm  religious  convictions,  both  of  the  [ 
parents  and  also  their  children  being  faithful  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian -Church. 

1 hey  were  instrumental  in  founding  a Church  of 
their  denomination  in  their  own  new  home.  Mr. 
i'-dgar  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-one,  with  a I 
mind  clear  and  well-stored  with  religious  and 
political  knowledge.  He  was  also  a great  student 
"f  ancient  and  modern  history.  Mrs.  Edgar  de- 
scended from  a good  old  English  family  named 
Willet. 


Immediately  after  the  marriage  of  our  sub- 
ject and  Miss  Edgar,  they  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  located  in  his  native  township  where, 
for  a year,  they  both  engaged  in  teaching  school. 
Mr.  White  then  rented  a farm  of  his  father  until 
1870,  when  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of 
land,  cultivating  the  fields  through  the  summer 
months,  and  teaching  in  the  winter  season.  In 
1885  he  gave  his  farm  in  Columbia  countv  for 
his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in  Milton  township. 
Wood  county.  He  has  since  erected  a large 
dwelling,  and  has  made  excellent  improvements 
upon  the  place. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  been  born  six 
children — Charles  Edgar,  a farmer  of  Milton 
township;  Minnie  A.,  wife  of  Will  Stearns,  of 
Liberty  township;  Betty  Edgar,  wife  of  Ernest 
Hartman,  of  Weston;  John  C.,  A.  Myra  and 
Nellie  Virginia,  at  home. 

In  1864  Mr.  White  entered  the  109th  O.  Y.  I. 
for  one  hundred  days'  service.  He  has  always 
been  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  and  upbuild- 
ing of  his  resident  community,  and  is  a valued 
energetic  citizen.  Politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  religiously  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  an  active 
worker,  now  serving  as  one  of  its  elders.  In 
1895  he  became  tired  of  farming,  and  removed 
to  the  pretty  village  of  Weston,  where  he  now 
lives  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters  in  the. 
modern  and  tasty  home  he  has  erected. 

John  Lance  was  born  in  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio,  April  22,  1S45.  His  father,  Jacob  Lance, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  in  1798. 
and  when  a young  man  went  to  West  Virginia, 
where  he  married  Sarah  Slack,  a native  of  that 
State.  They  afterward  came  to  Ohio,  making 
the  journey  on  horse-back,  and  the  father  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land  in  Riley  township,  San- 
dusky county.  Fremont  at  that  time  contained 
only  three  houses,  and  the  entire  region  was  wild 
and  unimproved.  There  the  parents  continued 
to  make  their  home  until  called  to  their  final 
rest.  The  father  died  in  1S61,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  June,  18S8,  when  almost  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  The  children  of  their  family 
were  William,  who  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Julia  Ann,  wife  of  E.  C.  Lindsay,  of 
Riley  township,  Sandusky  county;  Henry,  a 
farmer  of  that  county;  Emily,  who  died  at  die 
age  of  eighteen;  Franklin,  who  died  in  a hospital 
at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1862,  while  serving  ,r:  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war;  Sarah,  who  is 
living  on  the  old  homestead;  John,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Hiram,  a fanner  of  Riley  town- 
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ship,  Sandusky  county;  and  Martha,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years. 

John  Lance  was  reared  on  the  old  home 
farm,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  county.  In  1863,  he  enlisted  in  the 
National  Guards  for  five  years’  service,  and  was 
called  out  in  May,  1864,  for  duty  at  Point  Look- 
out, Md.,  near  Washington,  to  guard  the  Rebel 
prisoners.  He  served  for  four  months,  and  then 
returned  home.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
began  teaching  school  in  Sandusky  county,  which 
profession  he  followed  for  two  years,  working 
through  the  sufnmer  months  upon  the  farm.  He 
then  went  to  Cedar  county,  Missouri,  with  a view 
of  locating  there,  but  after  teaching  school  for 
one  term,  returned  to  Sandusky  county,  where 
he  remained  until  coming  to  Wood  county. 

During  his  residence  in  Missouri,  Mr.  Lance 
was  married  to  Wealthy  O.  Richardson,  who  was 
born  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  November  6,  18 — , 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sallie  Miranda  (Sweet) 
Richardson,  the  former  a native  of  Lancaster 
county,  Penn.,  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lance  was  celebrated  June  19, 
1869,  and  while  living  in  Missouri  their  eldest 
child,  Ira  Grant,  was  born  March  2 2,  1870. 

Soon  after  they  returned  to  Sandusky  county,  and 
lived  on  the  old  Lance  homestead  until  1874, 
when  they  came  to  Milton  township,  Wood  coun- 
ty, locating  on  a forty-acre  tract  of  land  in  the 
midst  of  a dense  forest.  Here  the  wife  and  mother 
died  April  1 1,  1891,  and  her  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Milton  cemetery.  The  other  children 
of  the  family  are  Sarah  M.,  born  April  6,  1872, 
now  the  wife  of  Fred  Jemison,  of  Webster  town- 
ship; Joseph  Roy,  born  January  30,  1875;  Con- 
dessa  O.,  who  was  born  October  6,  1876,  and  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Davidson,  of  Webster  town- 
ship; Wilbur  J..  who  was  born  January  31,  1879; 
Arthur  PL,  born  August  8,  1880;  James  F. , born 
July  18,  1SS4;  George  W. , born  June  26,  1887; 
and  Ethel  C.,  born  January  14,  1889. 

Mr.  Lance  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  as  was  his  estimable  wife,  who  had  the 
warm  regard  of  all  who  knew  her.  By  his  ballot 
he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 

Charles  W.  Evers  was  born  at  Miltonville, 
Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  July  22,  1837. 

Plis  father,  John  Evers,  who  was  a bright, 
energetic  man  of  good  intelligence,  after  finishing 
his  apprenticeship  at  Cleveland  and  Akron,  as  a 
cabinet  maker  and  carpenter,  came  out  to  the 
Maumee  to  go  into  business  for  himself  in  1834. 
Johnston  White,  who  kept  the  river  ferry  between 


Waterville  and  Miltonville,  had  two  daughters, 
Celinda  and  Margaret.  The  former  and  John 
Evers  were  married  in  1835,  at  Miltonville,  and, 
in  the  year  1839  or  1840,  moved  to  central  Pinin 
township,  where  Charles  passed  his  boyhood 
days. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Evers,  the  Whites,  who 
were  English,  crossed  the  Cumberland  Mountains 
from  Virginia  into  Tennessee,  soon  after  the  war 
1 of  1812.  Mrs.  White  was  a Miss  Fuller  before 
; marriage.  Just  what  year  the  family  came  to 
, the  Maumee  is  not  known,  but  the  records  show 
; Mr.  White  to  have  been  one  of  the  judges  at  the 
i first  election  in  Middleton  township,  November, 

1 1S32.  The  ancestors  of  John  Evers  were  Ger- 
man, oil  the  father's  side.  John’s  father,  after 
serious  business  reverses  in  Maryland,  moved 
with  his  family  to  western  Pennsylvania,  near 
Pittsburg,  and,  later,  located  in  Wayne  county, 

| Ohio.  His  mother,  in  childhood,  was  a captive 
I with  the  Indians  for  seven  years,  and,  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  ran  away  from  them  to  escape  an 
abhorrent  marriage  with  the  chief’s  son,  whom 
I she  disliked.  In  her  flight  she  came  to  a stream 
beyond  which  she  saw  some  white  men,  at  work. 

; to  whom  she  called,  at  the  same  time  leaping 
j into  the  water.  She  was  none  too  soon,  for  her 
i pursuers  were  on  the  bank  before  she  reached 
the  far  side,  which  she  did  with  great  difficult’.', 
in  her  exhausted  condition.  The  white  men's 
rifles  shielded  her  from  further  molestation,  and 
she  was  restored  to  her  surviving  kindred.  With 
all  the  hardships  she  endured  in  common  with 
I the  Indians  while  in  captivity,  they  treated  her 
kindly,  and  she  always  had  a sympathetic  word 
for  them.  After  she  came  west,  her  house  was  a 
; great  resort  for  them,  because  she  fed  them,  and 
could  talk  with  them,  both  in  word  and  sign 
language. 

Charles  W.  Evers,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
had  about  the  usual  experiences  and  opportuni- 
ties of  boys  in  that  day  in  the  Wood  county 
wilderness.  With  the  duties  of  the  farm  he  be- 
canie  familiar,  and  acquired  a fair  degree  of  skill 
in  the  use  of  tools  in  his  father’s  workshop.  He 
also  acquired  book  learning  enough  to  enable  him 
; to  teach  successfully  in  the  district  schools. 

In  1856  he  went  West  in  quest  of  govern- 
j ment  land  for  a farm  of  his  own.  He  expected 
j to  proceed  to  Kansas,  but,  instead,  turned  to 
Minnesota,  in  order  to  secure  some  mone\  he 
had  loaned  a man  who  had  located  there.  See- 
ing the  fine  openings  there  for  energetic  young 
men  in  the  professions,  he  shaped  his  affairs 
and  in  1859  returned  to  attend  school.  After  he 
had  been  one  year  at  Oberlin,  came  the  war.  in 


' 


TTOOi)  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


897 


1 


! 


1S61,  in  which  he  was  an  early  volunteer  on  the 
( nion  side.  His  regiment,  the  2nd  Kentucky 
Infantry,  served  mostly  in  the  West,  beginning 
with  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  One  of  the  things 
Mr.  Evers  takes  pride  in,  is  the  fact  that  he  car- 
ried his  musket  faithfully,  and  never  missed  a 
inarch  or  battle  of  his  regiment,  until  wounded  J 
and  captured  at  Chickamagua,  September  19,  | 
1863.  This  ended  his  army  service.  After  two 
months’  imprisonment  at  Richmond,  he  was 
paroled,  and  reached  the  Annapolis  hospitals, 
just  in  time  to  save  the  amputation  of  his  in- 
jured leg. 

Soon  after  his  return  home  in  1S64,  he  was 
elected  sheriff,  and  afterward  re-elected  to  a 
second  term.  In  the  duties  of  the  office  he  had 
the  reputation  of  being  diligent  and  efficient,  both 
in  the  civil  and  criminal  administration  of  the 
office.  It  was  at  this  time,  1866,  that  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  C.  Bronson, 
daughter  of  james  M.  Bronson,  of  Bloom,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page.  By  this  union 
there  are  two  daughters  and  one  son  living:  j 
Lena,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Murray,  of  Manchester,  Ohio;  I 
May,  Mrs.  B.  H.  Ross,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas; 
and  John,  who  is  attending  school.  A year  or  so 
later  Mr.  Evers  bought  a half  interest  in  the  ; 
Sentinel  office,  moved  to  Bowling  Green,  and  as- 
sumed the  editorship  of  the  paper,  which  at  that 
time  was  having  a hard  struggle  for  existence  at 
the  new  county  seat.  It  had  a paid  subscription 
list  of  less  than  three  hundred  names,  and  a 
small  advertising  patronage.  Mr.  Evers  threw  1 
his  whole  energy  into  the  work  of  increasing  the 
paper’s  circulation,  making  it  aggressively  Re- 
publican in  politics;  also,  he  vigorously  advo- 
cated local  and  county  interests  of  every  kind. 
Within  the  year  1870  he  bought  the  interest  of 
his  partner,  Robert  M.  Travis  (a  bright,  talented 
young  man,  whose  career  was  cut  short  by  dis- 
ease), and  became  sole  owner  of  the  office.  The 
subscription  list  soon  ran  up  to  one  thousand, 
and  the  advertising,  official  and  private,  increased, 
and  the  paper  was  on  a paying  basis.  In  fune, 

• 872,  Mr.  Evers  sold  the  office  to  M.  P.  Brewer, 
and  gave  his  attention  for  a time  to  some  farm  in- 
terests, and  to  real-estate  dealing  in  general.  In 
the  spring  of  1 S 7 5 , he  was  again  drawn  into  the 
newspaper  business  by  the  pending  county  seat 
contest,  and  to  be  decided  at  the  polls  the  follow- 
>ng  October.  To  further  the  cause  of  Bowling 
Green,  he  took  a managing  interest  in  a cam- 
paign paper  called  the  AVm.v.  At  the  end  of  the 
campaign,  the  Xews,  which  had  done  good  serv- 
ice, and  gained  some  standing,  was  merged  with  1 

the  Sentinel,  and  A.  W.  Rudulph  and  Mr.  ; 
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Evers  became  owners  of  the  united  concern. 
Under  this  joint  management  the  Sentinel  pros- 
pered. and  grew  in  circulation  and  influence.  In 
18S0,  Mr.  Rudulph  retired  from  the  business, 
and  Mr.  Evers  remained  sole  owner  until  1884, 
when  he  sold  the  office  to  his  old  associate  Mr. 
Rudulph,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his  at- 
tention to  improving  his  farm  lands,  town  prop- 
erty, etc. 

Mr.  Evers  was  the  first  president,  and,  with 
S.  Case,  the  mover  and  organizer  of  the  Bowling- 
Green  Natural  Gas  Company,  which  sunk  the 
first  deep  well  in  Wood  county,  and  which  was 
the  forerunner  of  the  wonderful  development  in 
oil  and  gas,  now  the  leading  cash-producing  in- 
dustry7 of  the  county.  lie  is  yet  a director  and 
considerable  stockholder  in  the  company. 

He  has,  on  account  of  his  well-known  con- 
servative good  judgment,  backed  with  a strong 
public  spirit,  been  frequently7  called  into  service 
in  local  offices,  such  as  town  trustee,  city  council 
and  school  board.  As  told  in  the  soldier  roster 
in  this  volume,  his  brother,  John  J.  Evers,  lost 
his  life  in  battle,  and  a half  brother,  Orlando  W. , 
died  of  camp  fever,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 


While  the  above  are  the  cold  outlines  of 
fact,  such  as  historians  put  in  form  and  print, 
and  are  all  properly7  put  so  far  as  they  go,  the 
writer  of  this  paragraph  and  those  succeeding 
it,  who,  from  long  and  varied  association,  prob- 
ably knows  Chas.  W.  Evers  better  than  any 
other  man  does,  feels  that  it  is  not  even  justice 
to  the  history  of  the  development  of  Wood  coun- 
ty to  let  it  go  at  that.  His  life  has  been  too 
prominent  a factor  in  that  development;  too 
essentially  a part  of  its  hitherto  unwritten  his- 
tory', to  be  allowed  to  pass  down  to  posterity 
w'it’n  no  word  of  eulogy  save  that  which  the  un- 
familiar, and,  therefore,  unfeeling  statistician 
could  elicit  from  one  so  naturally  retired  and  un- 
assuming as  he. 

A few  men  make  the  history  of  every  com- 
munity in  each  succeeding  generation.  That  is. 
a few  shape  the  destinies,  blaze  the  way— in 
short,  do  the  thinking  for  the  people,  and  urge 
them  on  to  success  or  failure,  according  as  the 
judgment  and  inclinations  of  the  few  are  good 
or  bad.  No  one  has  done  more,  no  one  has  done 
as  much,  to  shape  the  destinies  of  Wood  county- 
in  the  past  three  decades,  as  has  Chas.  W 
Evers;  and  that  the  judgment  and  wishes  of  him- 
self and  associates  have  been  for  the  greatest 
good,  the  blooming,  garden-like  fields  of  her 
twenty  townships;  her  fifty-odd  towns  and  ham- 
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Jets;  her  $150,000,000  wealth,  and  her  60,000 
good  and  prosperous  citizens  are  here  to  testify. 

A faithful  advocate,  a far-seeing  and  ever 
watchful  and  fearless  champion  of  Wood  county 
and  its  interests,  his  peculiar  “ forte  ” has  always 
been  to  start  a project  for  the  good  of  the  people; 
stand  in  the  vanguard  of  the  battle,  often 
bedaubed  with  the  mud  and  slime  of  calumny,  and 
pierced  by  the  arrows  of  envy,  jealousy  and  pre- 
judice; and  fight  on  unfalteringly  until  himself 
and  friends  have  planted  the  standard  of  victory 
on  the  walls  which  crowned  their  efforts  with 
success;  and  then,  just  as  credit  for  a good  work 
was  about  to  be  passed  over  to  the  champion — 
like  the  good  Black  Knight  at  the  Passage  of  Arms 
at  Ashby- — he  might  be  seen,  by  a close  observer, 
slipping  quietly  out  of  sight  down  the  green  aisles 
of  some  distant  wood,  only  to  appear,  later  on, 
the  leader  of  some  new  scheme  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  people,  while  some  other  man  was 
wearing  the  mantle  of  glory  lor  achievements 
past. 

Thus  we  find  him  in  1S64,  going  into  the 
management  of  the  old  jail,  at  Perrysburg,  as 
sheriff;  twenty-seven  years  old,  unmarried,  a boy, 
scarce  well  of  wounds  from  Rebel  bullets,  and 
almost  without  financial  resource.  Pie  finds  a 
number  of  incurable  insane  persons  confined  in 
the  same  small  building,  along  with  other  pris- 
oners of  all  classes.  His  instinct  of  humanity 
immediately  rebelled  against  such  an  arrange- 
ment, or  want  of  arrangement,  and,  in  a few 
months  after  his  first  incumbency  of  the  office, 
we  find  him  before  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, zealously  laboring,  in  the  face  of  almost 
overwhelming  opposition,  based  on  economic 
grounds,  for  the  founding  of  a county  infirmary, 
where  the  infirm  of  mind  and  the  aged  poor 
could  receive  proper  attention.  The  fight  was 
bitter;  but  our  infirmary,  counted  the  best  man- 
aged institution  of  the  kind  in  the  State,  is  the 
result. 

Within  a few  months  we  again  find  him,  with 
Auditor  Geo.  X.  Parsons  and  Commissioner 
Walter  Davidson  (both  since  deceased),  planning, 
and,  with  the  help  of  others  interested,  carrying 
to  success  the  deepening  and  enlarging  of  Ditch 
12,  or  that  part  of  the  Portage  river  which  extends 
through  Liberty  and  Jackson  townships.  This 
was  the  most  colossal  ditch  project  conceived  in 
the  history  of  the  county,  or  northwestern  Ohio, 
for  that  matter,  up  to  that  time;  and  was  the 
turning  point  in  the  fortunes  of  the  townships 
containing  the  most  fertile  lands  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Evers  was  elected  sheriff  on  one  of  the 
first  straight-out  Republican  tickets  elected  in 


Wood  county,  the  politics  of  the  county  having 
been  so  uncertain  up  to  that  time  that  mixed 
tickets  were  largely  in  favor;  but  when  he  took 
hold  of  the  Sentinel , as  editor,  in  1870.  he  made 
the  paper  unqualifiedly  Republican,  and  sup- 
ported Dr.  E.  I).  Peck,  of  Perrysburg,  for  Con- 
gress, he  being  the  Republican  nominee.  In 
this  he  met  with  the  almost  united  opposition  cf 
the  voters  of  central  Wood  county,  who  opposed 
the  Doctor  on  county-seat  grounds,  and  they 
harassed  the  new  editor  in  every  way  short  of  tar 
and  feathers.  Mr.  Evers,  feeling  that  he  was 
right,  and  rising  above  the  petty  local  squabble, 
bravely  loaded  his,  at  first,  poor  weakly  (spelled 
both  ways)  little  gun  to  the  muzzle  with  red-hot 
Republican  and  Peck  doctrine,  and  fired  it  out 
among  people  on  schedule  time  throughout  the 
campaign,  and  walked  the  streets  of  Bowling 
Green  with  that  peculiar  light  in  his  cold,  grey 
eye  which  all  men  soon  learned  to  respect.  He 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  friend  Peck 
elected  to  Congress;  and,  better  still,  taught  the 
people,  before  he  finally  retired  from  irs  manage- 
ment, to  think  that  “if  the  Sentinel  says  so,  it’s 
so.”  Whether  or  no  all  readers  may  agree  with 
him  in  politics,  must  not  all  concede  that  the 
seeds  of  Republicanism,  sown  by  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Evers  in  those  days,  had  much  to  do  with  pro- 
pagating the  1,200  reliable  Republican  majority 
old  Wood  now  rolls  up  at  each  election,  though 
surrounded  by  strong  Democratic  counties? 

About  1876  Mr.  Evers,  Auditor  J.  B.  New- 
ton and  Probate  Judge  Geo.  C.  Phelps,  drafted 
a law  under  which  Rocky  Ford,  the  Toussaiiu, 
Two  Root,  and  several  other  immense  ditches 
were  constructed,  deepened,  straightened,  which 
under  the  old  law  could  not  be  done  if  any  tax- 
payer objected  in  court. 

When  Bowling  Green’s  school  facilities  were 
found  to  be  inadequate,  and  the  new  central 
building  was  projected,  Mr.  Evers,  in  command 
of  the  Sentinel , led  the  van  against  virulent  op- 
position; and  though  defeated  in  the  first  attempt, 
made  a second  fight  with  better  results,  and  our 
elegant  central  school  building  is  the  result.  He 
led  a similar  fight  to  secure  the  purchase  of  the 
city  park  grounds,  about  fifteen  years  ago.  when 
the  land  could  be  bought  cheaply,  and  he  could 
foresee  that  the  time  would  come  when  they 
would  be  wanted  and  would  cost  much  more. 
Many  more  instances  of  his  leadership  in  the  in- 
ception of  worthy  public  projects  could  be  told  of 
Mr.  Evers,  but  in  no  instance  was  he  ever  known 
to  stay  to  receive  any  of  the  credit  or  share  in  the 
glory  of  conquest. 

His  genius  as  a writer  is  not  excelled  by  main 
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who  claim  authorship  to  more  numerous  and  pre- 
tentious works  that  have  appeared  from  his  pen. 
The  pioneer  sketches  which  appeared  from  time 
to  time  in  the  columns  of  the  Sentinel  years  ago, 
from  his  writing;  the  hearty  sympathy  with  all 
those  advance  guards  of  the  nation  endured,  as 
evinced  by  those  writings;  their  truth  to  life, 
early  in  his  career  as  a newspaper  man,  endeared 
him  to  the  hearts  of  every  old  citizen,  and  make 
him  respected  by  their  children  of  to-day.  The 
most  considerable  bit  of  literary  work  ever  pub- 
lished from  his  pen  was  the  adventures  of  the 
Mitchell  raiders,  a true  story  of  the  war,  written 
for  his  old  friend  Alf.  Wilson,  who  was  one  of 
the  raiders.  It  is  one  of  the  most  touching  and 
thrilling  narratives  ever  put  in  print. 

If  ever  the  writer  knew  a man  utterly  void 
of  fear,  C.  W.  Evers  is  that  man.  Not  reckless, 
foolhardy  fearlessness,  but  a bravery  backed  up 
by  an  iron  will  that  leaves  danger  out  of  every 
calculation,  lias  been  the  characteristic  of  the 
man.  As  some  incidents  in  connection  with  his 
official  career  are  part  of  the  county  history— as 
the  history  of  nations  is  largely  made  up  of  bat- 
tles fought  and  men  brought  low — the  writer  is 
tempted  to  give  a few  in  confirmation  of  the 
assertion  of  his  absolute  fearlessness. 

To  be  sheriff  of  Wood  county,  even  as  late  as 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  no  joke.  Much  of  the 
year  the  roads  were  almost  impassable;  andallthe 
year  the  immense  forests  in  some  portions  of  the 
county  afforded  hiding  places  for  gangs  of  horse- 
thieves,  counterfeiters,  and  other  marauders,  who 
were  much  more  numerous  and  bold  than  at 
present.  In  his  official  capacity  Mr.  Evers  had 
to  do  with  many  of  the  worst  criminals  in  the 
Northwest,  and  his  dealings  with  them  were  not 
often  in  the  nature  of  Sunday-school  picnics.  A 
remarkable  judge  of  human  nature,  he  seldom 
had  to  give  a man  a second  look  to  size  him  up. 
He  was,  and  is,  if  he  would  exercise  his  talents, 
a natural  detective' — of  the  school  not  made  by 
politics  or  supported  by  blackmail,  a species  now 
almost  extinct — and  it  went  hard  with  a criminal 
when  he  got  after  him,  for  he  was  pretty  certain 
to  come  to  book  sooner  of  later. 

At  one  time  he  arrested  a great  big  ruffian  up 
near  Milton  Center,  and  was  riding  in  the  "ca- 
boose ” on  an  evening  train  on  the  C.  H.  & I).  E. 
E.,  on  the  way  to  Perrysburg,  when  the  fellow, 
though  handcuffed,  and  the  train  going  twenty 
miles  an  hour,  jumped  out  by  the  side  door,  which 
was  open.  Without  a moment’s  hesitation  Evers 
sprang  after  him,  and  was  severely  injured  by 
falling  on  a pile  of  ties  at  the  side  of  the  track. 
Staggering  up,  however,  he  gave  chase  and  finally 


overhauled  his  man,  and  was  walking  back  toward 
Tontogany,  near  which  village  the  escape  oc- 
curred, when  the  fellow  struck  him  a terrific  blow 
on  the  head  with  the  handcuffs,  knocking  him 
momentarily  senseless.  Arousing  himself,  he 
heard  his  man  climbing  a fence  a little  distance 
off,  again  gave  chase,  and  by  firing  a couple  of 
shots  at  the  man  induced  him  to  stop.  The  two 
men  then  sat  down  on  the  ground,  only  a few  feet 
apart,  and  glowered  at  each  other;  both  bleeding 
profusely  from  the  wounds  and  bruises,  both  com- 
pletely dead-beat.  A posse  from  Tontogany,  who 
had  been  informed  of  the  escape  by  the  train- 
men, who  had  run  the  train  back  when  the  men 
were  missed,  came  out,  attracted  by  Mr.  Evers’ 
shots,  and,  when  they  found  how  badly  used  up  the 
sheriff  was,  were  only  prevented  by  stern  threats 
from  using  violence  to  the  prisoner  on  the  spot. 

Late  one  Sunday  evening  he  went  in  to  lock 
the  prisoners  in  their  cells,  when  one  of  them, 
secreted  at  the  entrance,  struck  him  a heavy  blow 
on  the  head  with  a stick  of  wood,  and  at  the  same 
time  threw  a cup  full  of  ashes  in  his  eyes;  the  in- 
tention being  to  let  all  the  prisoners  escape,  and 
all  preparations  had  been  made  with  that  end  in 
view.  But  in  this  they  reckoned  without  their  host: 
for  Mrs.  Evers,  who  always  accompanied  her  hus- 
band on  these  occasions,  quickly  closed  and  barred 
the  corridor  door  as  soon  as  she  saw  the  first  blow 
struck,  and  then  called  coolly  to  the  men,  telling 
them  that  under  no  circumstances  would  she  open 
the  door.  This  was  not  what  the  men  had  counted 
on.  They  had  presumed  that  she,  woman-like, 
would, on  seeing  her  husband  in  danger,  either  run 
screaming  away,  or  run  in  the  corridor,  in. either 
case  leaving  them  free  to  go  as  soon  as  they  could 
dispose  of  Mr.  Evers.  But  she  was  not  that  kind 
of  a bride.  With  a wit  quick  as  lightning,  and  a 
nerve  as  cool  as  her  husband's,  she  took  in  the 
situation  at  a glance,  and  knew  that,  with  the 
doors  closed  against  them,  the  men  would  have  no 
further  provocation  to  hurt  her  husband,  as  they 
could  not  secure  indemnity  for  themselves  for  so 
doing  by  flight.  And  she  judged  rightly,  for  no 
sooner  did  she  get  the  men  to  understand  that  the 
door  was  locked  than  they  became  docile,  and 
apologized,  and  went  meekly  to  their  cells;  though 
Mr.  Evers  was  so  blinded  by  the  ashes,  and  stun- 
ned and  exhausted  by  the  terrific  struggle  and 
blow,  that  Mrs.  Evers  had  to  call  the  servant  girl 
to  come  and  let  her  into  the  corridor  to  lock  the 
cell  doors,  and  find  her  husband's  keys  which  had 
been  dropped  on  the  floor  in  the  melee.  It  will 
be  observed,  by  the  way,  that  Mr.  E.  due-  not 
possess  quite  all  the  old-fashioned  grit  there  v-  m 
that  family. 
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“ Naturally  secretive  and  undemonstrative,  one 
has  to  run  across  Mr.  Evers’ tracks,  as  I have  done” 
(continues  the  writer),  “to  detect  the  many  acts  ! 
of  unassuming  but  liberal  charity  which  have — I 
was  near  saying — marked  the  course  of  Mr.  Evers' 
life;  but  it  was  not  so,  for  it  has  been  his  way 
that  these  things  should  leave  no  mark.  But, 
nevertheless,  they  have  filled  many  a flour  bar- 
rel and  warmed  many  a heart  and  body,  just  as  ; 
well  as  if  performed  with  brass-band  accompani-  j 
ment. 

“ A great  lover  of  nature,  both  animate  and  in- 
animate, I believe  he  observed,  almost  with  re-  | 
gret,  the  gradual  but  sure  retirement  of  the  great  ! 
forests  of  Wood  county  before  the  advance  of  the  I 
hardy  pioneers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  no  man  \ 
has  evinced  throughout  his  life  a stronger  affec-  ! 
tion  for,  and  sympathy  with,  those  same  pioneers. 

It  seems  as  if  in  his  fancy  he  has  always  asso- 
ciated his  memory  and  reverence  for  them  with 
the  lordly  oaks  of  the  primeval  forests  which  they  l 
tamed,  and  felt  that  they,  like  himself,  possessed,  f 
truly,  ‘hearts  of  oak.’ 

“ I have  trod  with  him  the  great  forests  of  the  j 
far  north,  and  with  him  admirea,  hours  long,  the  i 
gorgeous,  changing  hues  of  the  maple,  oak,  and  i 
birch,  as  the  frosts  of  autumn  touched  them  with  i 
their  magic  hand;  drank  from  the  same  spring;  ! 
eaten  our  venison  and  bacon  from  astride  the  i 
same  log;  slept  under  the  same  blanket,  and  j 
watched  the  alternating  clouds  and  stars  in  the 
grand  vault  of  the  heavens,  and  listened  to  the 
many  voices  of  the  night  together;  toiled  many 
a long  day  together,  in  sunshine  and  shower; 
and  now.  with  all  the  vicissitudes  of  his  extreme- 
ly useful  life,  past  and  to  come,  I say,  most 
heartily,  I want  the  Almighty  to  send  me  no  j 
truer,  more  unassuming  or  more  appreciable  com-  i 
panion,  to  the  day  or  occasion,  than  Charles  W.  j 
Evers.  And  this,  and  much  more,  I deem  his 
due  and  history's  due,  when  it  is  being  written  of 
Wood  county.” 

Henry  F.  Arndt.  Among  the  well-to-do 
agriculturists  who  came  to  Wood  county  in  the  ; 
latter  days  of  its  prosperity,  and  who  are  becom-  ; 
ing  identified  with  its  material  interests;  is  the  : 
citizen  whose  name  begins  this  sketch,  who  resides  ! 
in  Section  5,  Lake  township.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Toledo,  Ohio,  January  4,  1857.  His  father,  j 
Christ  Arndt,  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Ger-  i 
many,  in  1821,  and  was  single  on  coming  to  the 
New  World,  but  in  this  country  married  Fredreka 
Sanders,  also  a native  of  the  Fatherland,  burn  in  i 
1822.  They  were  sincere  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  the  mother  now  finds  a pleas-  I 


ant  home  with  our  subject.  To  them  were  born 
two  children,  Henry  F.,  of  this  review,  being 
the  only  one  now  living.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  Lake  township,  he  having  attended 
the  schools  at  Walbridge. 

In  1878  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Henry 
F.  Arndt  and  Miss  Dorothea  Co'nsor,  who  was 
born  in  Germany  December  10,  1S60,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  five  children,  who, 
in  order  of  birth,  are  as  follows;  Fred;  Elsie; 
Walter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and 
four  months;  Amelia;  and  Leona,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year  and  ten  months. 

Mr.  Arndt  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  since 
he  was  four  years  old,  and  he  has  his  land  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  being  numbered  among 
the  most  thoroughly  reliable  and  enterprising 
farmers  of  Lake  township.  Politically  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  part}-,  in  whose  principles 
he  sees  the  best  guarantees  for  the  preservation 
of  our  popular  form  of  government;  is  identified 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
his  religious  views  are  those  held  by  the  Uni- 
versalists. 

Cortland  R.  Hopkins,  whose  well-known 
probity  and  upright  character  class  him  among 
the  valued  ‘citizens  and  representative  business 
men  of  Custar,  well  deserves  mention  in  the  his- 
tory of  Wood  county.  He  was  born  in  Blanchard 
township,  Hancock  county,  April  23,  1848,  and 
is  a son  of  Matthew  E.  and  Mary  Maria  (Runnels 
Hopkins.  He  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  a de- 
scendant of  John  Hopkins,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  who  emigrated 
to  America  with  his  two  brothers.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  the 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  After  their 
marriage  they  removed  to  Hancock  county,  lo- 
cating on  a farm  of  450  acres  which  Mr.  Hopkins 
cultivated  until  his  death.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives. In  the  family  were  eight  children,  namely: 
Cortland  R. ; Amanda,  wife  of  Joab  Moffet,  of 
Putnam  county,  Ohio ; Meroa,  wife  of  Jasper  Dukes, 
of  Hancock  county;  Caroline,  wife  of  NelsonCole- 
man,  of  Hancock  county;  Cary  M.,  a farmer  of 
Harper  county,  Kans. ; Laura,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Nora,  wife  of  F.  M.  Hummons,  of  Put- 
nam county.  Ohio;  and  Alma,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years. 

Our  subject  completed  the  course  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town,  and  then  pursued 
a three-years’  scientific  course  in  Oberlin  College, 
after  which  he  entered  Cornell  University,  New 
York,  where  he  remained  for  two  terms.  After 
his  return  home  he  was  married  at  Warsaw,  Ind., 
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September  23,  1873,  to  Miss  Ouincie  A.  Sor- 
bie,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  in 
September,  1852.  Mr.  Hopkins  then  went  to 
the  West  through  the  inlluence  of  an  uncle  in 
Iowa,  who  offered  him  great  inducements  to  go 
to  that  State.  He  located  on  a 1,000-acre  tract 
of  land  owned  by  his  uncle,  and  farmed  that  suc- 
cessfully for  five  years,  after  which  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Liberty  township, 
Wood  county,  and  returned  to  his  native  State. 
He  afterward  added,  to  this,  300  acres,  and  became 
the  owner  of  a valuable  farm.  In  the  fall  of 
1892  he  was  taken  ill,  and  for  a year  was  unable 
to  engage  in  active  business.  Owing  to  financial 
difficulties  with  one  who  pretended  to  be  his 
friend,  he  was  forced  to  sell  400  acres  of  his 
land.  Previous  to  his  illness  he  had  built  a grain 
elevator  in  Custar,  and  in  the  spring  of  1 S94  he 
removed  to  this  place,  and  has  since  given  his 
attention  to  the  business  there,  handling  coal, 
hay,  grain  and  straw,  and  enjoying  a good  bus- 
iness. He  also  owns  considerable  town  property 
in  Custar,  and  through  his  own  efferts  has  ac- 
quired a comfortable  competence. 

Mr.  Hopkins  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  elected  mayor  of  Custar  in  the  spring  of 
1896;  although  the  town  is  strongly  Democratic,  1 
he  was  elected  by  a large  majority  over  his  com- 
petitor for  the  office,  which  he  fills  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people,  and  with  credit  to  himself.  He 
is  an  intelligent,  popular  and  enterprising  citizen.  1 
He  and  his  wife  had  two  children,  but  both  are  | 
now  deceased.  Minnie,  born  in  Iowa,  October 
12,  1874,  died  December  20,  1879.  Mabel, 

born  in  Wood  county,  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months. 

F.  K.  Stacy,  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Bloomdale,  was  born  in  Lowellville,  Ma-  \ 
honing  Co.,  Ohio,  on  August  5,  1846,  and  is  ' 
a son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (McGill)  Stacy,  j 
The  father,  who  was  also  a native  of  Mahoning  | 
county,  was  by  trade  a carpenter,  and  died  in  that 
county  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  The 
mother  died  at  Lowellville  when  past  the  age  of  ! 
eighty  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  a large  j 
family,  only  a few  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age. 

1 he  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
Stacy,  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ma-  j 
honing  county,  where  he  owned  a great  deal  of 
land,  and  was  very  wealthy. 

Leaving  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  Mr. 
Stacy,  of  this  sketch,  began  work  on  the  Beaver 
A Ohio  canal,  there  holding  different  positions 
for  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
went  to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  having  an  ac- 


quaintance living  in  Cass  township.  For  a few 
years  he  there  worked  as  a farm  hand,  receiving 
$30  for  six  months’  work.  Later  he  learned 
broom  making,  which  trade  he  followed  in  Cass 
township  until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Bloomdale, 
being  the  first  broom  maker  in  the  place,  and 
there  engaged  in  that  pursuit  for  seven  years.  In 
1883  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Stacy, 
Linhart  & Co.,  who  owned  320  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Pleasant  township,  Hancock  county, 
where  they  were  engaged  in  getting  out  lumber 
until  the  fall  of  1S88,  during  which  time  his  fam- 
ily lived  in  a small  plank  house  in  the  midst  of  the 
woods,  near  the  sawmill.  Mr.  Stacy  then  re- 
turned to  Bloomdale;  but  for  two  years  still  con- 
tinued to  buy  lumber  with  the  firm,  and  also  con- 
ducted a restaurant.  In  the  spring  of  1891,  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  S.  \V.  Strimple  in  the 
elevator  business,  becoming  a partner  of  T,  j. 
Campbell,  and  also  carried  on  a grocery  store. 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  tile  factory  at  dif- 
ferent times,  having  built  the  original  factory 
about  1878,  and  was  one  of  the  company  that 
platted  the  Star  addition  to  Bloomdale.  On  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1S95,  he  became  sole  owner  of  the  grain 
and  elevator  business,  which  is  the  only  business 
of  the  kind  in  the  city. 

In  Allen  township,  Hancock  county,  on  De- 
cember 21,  1871,  Mr.  Stacy  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Alice  E.  Markle,  a native  of  Canada, 
and  a daughter  of  E.  C.  Markle,  a pumpmaker 
by  trade.  The  father  is  an  own  cousin  of  \Y.  F. 
Cody,  so  well  known  as  “Buffalo  Bill."  She 
was  but  a child  when  brought  to  the  United 
States.  By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  children — Jennie  I. 
and  Eugene  C.  The  latter  was  a member  of  the 
first  class  to  graduate  from  the  Bloomdale  High 
School  (1895),  and  has  been  engaged  in  writing 
biographical  sketches. 

Mr.  Stacy  is  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of 
Bloomdale,  enterprising  and  public  spirited, 
wide-awake  to  every  improvement  and  advance- 
ment of  that  beautiful  little  city,  and  was  one  of 
the  party  who  built  the  first  sidewalk  and  set  out 
the  first  shade  trees,  and  also  contributed  ten 
dollars  toward  the  completion  of  the  school 
house.  He  was  a charter  member  of  Mc- 
Comb  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias  order,  and  for 
over  twenty  years  belonged  to  the  Odd  Fellows 
Society,  but  has  now  dropped  his  membership. 
His  politicalsupport  is  given  the  Republican  party. 
For  two  terms  he  served  as  alderman,  being  a 
member  of  the  first  city  council,  and  was  elected 
mayor  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  T J. 
Campbell,  after  which  he  was  re-elected,  serving 
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in  all  three  years.  For  years  he  has  beer,  a 
member  of  the  hunting  parties  from  Bloomdale 
to  northern  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  the  Rocky 
mountains.  On  September  27,  1 895,  while  on  one 
of  these  hunting  expeditions  in  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, being  alone,  and  a half  mile  from*  camp 
(which  was  about  twenty  miles  north  of  Meeker, 
Colo.),  he  killed  a large  male  mountain  lion 
measuring  seven  feet  and  two  inches  from  the 
end  of  the  nose  to  the  tip  of  the  tail.  When  Mr. 

, Stacy  shot,  the  animal  was  just  thirty  feet  from 
him,  and  was  creeping  slowly  toward  him,  looking 
him  in  the  face  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Stacy  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
business  ventures,  for  which  he  deserves  much 
credit,  as  his  propertv  has  all  been  acquired 
th  rough  his  own  unaided  efforts  and  persever- 
1 ance.  Mrs.  Stacy,  a most  estimable  lady,  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

] 

J.  1' . Smith,  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of 
Smith  & Wineland,  well-known  brick  and  tile 
manufacturers  of  Bloomdale,  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative self-made  men,  and  belongs  to  a prom- 
inent family.  He  is  an  Ohioan  by  birth,  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  first  saw  the  light  in  Logan  county, 
July  12,  1 S 5 S . He  came  to  Wood  county  with 
his  parents,  W.  E.  and  Margaret  Smith,  when  he 
was  but  seven  years  old,  and  passed  through  the 
ordinary  experiences  of  the  boys  of  that  time, 
with  an  abundance  of  work,  and  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges.  The  improved  schools  of  to- 
day have  no  firmer  friend  than  Mr.  Smith,  his 
own  deprivations  giving  him  a keen  appreciation 
of  their  value.  Up  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
remained  at  home,  except  for  two  seasons  on  the 
j farm  of  Thomas  and  Jerry  Loman,  in  Perry 
township.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  went  to  Page 
county,  Iowa,  and,  after  working  for  one  year  on 
a farm,  he  bought  a team  and  rented  a farm, 
starting  in  business  on  his  own  account.  He  re- 
turned home,  and  on  April  24,  1882,  was  mar- 
ried, in  Bloom  township,  to  Miss  Dillie  Loman, 
youngest  daughter  of  Richard  Loman,  a pioneer 
of  Perry  township.  For  two  years  after  this 
happy  event,  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  Emerson 
Bros.,  of  Bloomdale,  where  he  bought  a home. 
In  the  fall  of  1885  he  went  to  Iowa  again,  and 
rented  a farm  for  two  years,  in  Page  county,  ex- 
pecting there  to  make  his  home;  but  in  October, 
1887,  yielding  to  the  desires  of  others,  he  came 
back  to  Bloomdale,  and  resumed  his  work  in  the 
store.  Early  in  1889  he  bought  a one-third  in- 
terest in  the  Bloomdale  Brick  and  Tile  Works, 
\ the  firm  being  Stacy,  Smith  & Co.,  and  in  1891 
he  became  a half  owner,  with  Mr.  Wineland. 


This  business  has  prospered  under  his  energetic 
management,  and  he  has  engaged  in  other  enter- 
prises at  the  same  time,  helping  to  organize  the 
Bloomdale  Building  & Loan  Association,  and 
serving  as  its  first  president,  a position  which  he 
declined  the  second  year.  He  is  a stockholder  in 
the  Bloomdale  Creamery  Co.,  and  managed  it  in 
1895.  He  is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Lakeside 
Encampment,  at  Lakeside,  Ohio.  It  is  said  that 
it  is  the  really  busy  people  who  can  find  time  to 
do  things,  and  Mr.  Smith  furnishes  an  example 
to  support  the  rule,  as  he  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Radical  United  Brethren  Church,  a trustee, 
class  leader,  and  superintendent  of  its  Sunday- 
school.  He  is  a liberal  contributor  to  Church 
work,  and  to  all  measures  designed  to  benefit  the 
community.  His  pleasant  home  is  brightened  by 
two  children:  Hazel,  now  eleven  years  old,  and 

| Ruth,  aged  two  years. 

In  February,  1895,  Mr.  Smith  met  with  a 
; sad  accident.  While  feeding  a chopmill  at  the 
works,  on  a very  cold  morning,  his  right  hand, 
on  which  he  wore  a glove,  was  caught,  neces- 
: sitating  its  amputation  one  inch  above  the  wrist. 
Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  active  managers  of  the 
Prohibition  party  in  this  vicinity,  having  left  the 
Republican  fold  in  1S8S.  He  has  been  secretary 
of  the  county  organization,  and  in  1894  was  the 
candidate  for  couniy  recorder.  He  was  elected 
village  councilman  for  the  one-year  term,  in  the 
spring  of  1891,  and  in  1894  was  elected  for  three 
years,  in  which  position  his  abilities  and  qualifi- 
cations for  righteous  government  are  manifest. 
In  the  recent  Presidential  campaign,  Mr.  Smith 
took  great  interest;  he  is  a strong  advocate  of 
the  free  coinage  of  silver,  and  was  a candidate 
for  Presidential  elector  on  the  National  ticket. 

Thomas  W.  Taylor.  Among  the  well-known 
and  prosperous  farmers  of  Wood  county,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  we  here  present. 

Thomas  Taylor,  father  of  Thomas  W. , was 
born  in  Huntingdon  count}',  Penn..  April  19,  1800. 
At  a mature  age  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Keeth,  who  was  two  years  his  junior,  she  being 
born  in  the  same  countv,  January  3,  1802.  His 
occupation  was  that  of  a farmer  and  stock-dealer. 
Some  time  after  their  marriage  they  moved  to 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  while  here  six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Levi,  September  30. 

1821;  Mary  Jane,  September  10,  1S25;  George 
W.,  August  23,  1 S 2 5 ; Louis  K.,  November  15, 
1827;  Thomas  W. , March  22,  1830,  and  William. 
October  30.  1832.  In  April  of  the  war  1S34. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  moved  to  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  and  while  here  four  more  children  were 
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born  to  them:  Andrew  J.,  April  11,  1836;  Martha 
A.,  September  io,  1S38;  James,  March  20,  1841: 
and  Harriet  M..  August  29,  1843.  On  June  27, 
1852,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Keeth)  Taylor  died.  In  the 
spring  of  1854  Thomas  Taylor,  Sr.,  married  Mar- 
garet Warner  Clark,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children:  John  W. , September  19,  1856;  Henry 
L. , April  7,  1S60;  and  Sarah  E. , August  15,  1863. 
Thomas  Taylor,  Sr.,  died  April  9,  1870,  and  his 
widow  followed  him  January  12,  1S92.  Six  of 
the  children  are  yet  living,  namely:  Louis  K., 
Thomas  W.,  Martha  A.,  Harriet  M.,  John  W. , 
and  Henry  L.  Three  of  the  boys  were  in  the 
army:  William  was  a member  of  Company  H, 

2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  Stone  River, 
January  2,  1863;  James  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany H,  2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  Vining 
Station,  Ga.,  July  9,  1S64;  Thomas  W.  was  4 
member  of  Company  K,  111th  O.  V.  I.  He  en- 
listed August  21,  1862,  and  by  reason  of  a “Sur- 
geon’s certificate  of  disability,  ' was  discharged  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  after  eight  months  and  twelve 
days  service. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ac- 
quired by  working  nights  and  mornings  for  his 
board,  and  paying  for  his  tuition  by  working  at  j 
from  25  cents  to  50  cents  per  day.  At  the  age  of  ; 
twenty-three,  in  company  with  his  brother  Levi,  j 
he  crossed  the  Plains  with  a drove  of  sheep,  trans- 
porting their  provisions  with  three  yoke  of  oxen, 
two  horses  and  a mule.  When  they  left  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa,  their  flock  consisted  of  over  nine  ! 
hundred  head;  but,  before  they  reached  their  des- 
tination, it  had  dwindled  to  about  four  hundred;  i 
they  also  lost  four  oxen.  In  1859  he  returned  to 
Ohio  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  occupation 
he  again  resumed  on  his  return  from  the  army. 
By  hard  work  and  good  management  Mr.  Taylor 
has  made  himself  a financial  success,  being  the  i 
possessor  of  three  fine  farms  besides  considerable 
town  and  personal  property. 

Although  Mr.  Taylor  has  never  married,  he 
has  been  a husband  to  the  widow  and  a father  to 
the  fatherless,  always  kind,  and  liberal  to  charity 
and  to  enterprise.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  I 
town  council;  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
K.  of  P.,  and  has  held  several  positions  of  trust 
He  has  always  been  a great  reader,  and  has  a large  j 
library  well-stocked  with  choice  books;  is  a well- 
posted  man  on  almost  any  subject,  and  is  always  : 
"up  to  date’’  on  the  political  issues  of  the  day. 
Both  Mr.  Taylor  and  his  father  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  until  1 S60,  when  they  joined  the  Re- 
publican forces. 

In  1853,  Thomas  Taylor,  Sr.,  laid  off  thirty-  J 
one  lots  of  what  was  then  “ Taylortown,”  but  later  l 


on  was  called  “New  Westfield,”  and  later  stili 
‘ * Weston.  ” The  town  has  now  grown  to  be  a thriv- 
ing village  of  1,500  inhabitants — in  fact  there  is 
no  better  town  in  northwestern  Ohio.  It  has  finer 
residences,  is  morally  better,  and  has  church  and 
business  ability  second  to  none.  Its  schools  give 
a complete  course  preparatory  to  a college  edu- 
cation. 

John  Osburg,  one  of  the  oldest  German  pio- 
neers of  the  vicinity  of  Perrysburg,  and  a retired 
farmer,  is  a native  of  Prussia.  Germany,  where 
: he  was  born  June  24,  1816.  The  parents  of  Mr. 

Osburg  both  lived  and  died  in  Prussia.  Mr. 

| Osburg,  Sr.,  was  married  four  times,  our  subject 
being  the  only  child  by  his  first  wife.  His  second 
marriage  resulted  in  two  children:  Ignatius,  who 
died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Mary,  who  married 
Mr.  Cenging,  and  died  in  Lucas  count}',  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Prussia,  and 
served  in  the  German  army  one  year,  after  which 
he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Prussia,  October  16,  1836,  to  Miss  Doro- 
tha  Nolte,  who  was  born  March  4,  1813.  They 
embarked  from  Bremen  for  America  in  a saiiing 
vessel,  and  after  a voyage  of  seven  weeks  landed 
at  New  York,  and  came  direct  to  Perrysburg, 
reaching  here  November  10,  1848.  In  1851  Mr. 
Osburg  bought  six  acres  of  land  then  heavily 
timbered,  but  now  comprising  a part  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Perrysburg,  besides  which  he  has 
twelve  more  acres,  also  inside  the  corporation. 
He  followed  the  occupations  of  teaming  and 
farming  until  he  retired,  in  1880.  Mrs.  Osburg 
died  April  12,  1895,  at  the  aSe  eighty-two. 
Of  their  ten  children,  a record  of  the  following 
is  given:  Marguerite  died  at  the  age  of  ten  on  the 
way  to  America,  and  was  buried  in  mid  ocean. 
Mary  was  born  in  Germany,  came  to  Perrysburg, 
this  county,  with  her  parents,  and  in  1854  married 
John  Snyder,  a native  of  Switzerland,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  when  a young  man,  and  set- 
tled in  Perrysburg,  where  he  now  resides.  IBs 
wife  died  in  1862.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them:  Mary  was  married  in  1886,  to  C.  F. 
Koschland,  and  died  in  iSSS;  Elizabeth  be- 
came the  wife  of  John  C.  Hahn,  in  1890,  and 
has  one  child — Arthur  J.  (they  now  live  with 
our  subject  at  Perrysburg);  Carrie  is  now  living 
in  Toledo.  Mr.  Snyder's  second  marriage  re- 
sulted in  five  children:  Alice,  now  Mrs  l ied 
Henry,  of  Perrysburg;  Frank,  Harry,  Ada  and 
Clarence.  Mr.  Osburg  is  a Democrat,  and 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
spite  of  nearly  eighty-one  years,  is  a prominent 
factor  in  his  community. 
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John  C.  Baker.  Occasionally  one  meets  a 
man  pursuing  with  apparent  contentment  some 
quiet  calling,  whose  mental  powers  seem  so  far 
beyond  any  possible  chance  of  development  and 
use  in  his  present  surroundings,  and  so  superior 
to  those  of  some  who  fill  a prominent  place  in 
the  public  eye,  that  one  wonders  what  would 
have  been  the  result  had  the  man  been  given  in 
youth  a liberal  intellectual  training,  and  the  op- 
portunity to  bring  his  forces  fully  into  play  in 
contact  with  the  world’s  best  thinkers.  Some 
such  thought  must  cross  the  mind  of  any  one  who 
converses  long  with  John  C.  Baker,  a hard-work- 
ing and  successful  farmer  of  Bloom  township. 
Born  in  Fairfield  township,  Columbiana  county, 
April  5,  1831,  of  parents  who  were  far  from 
wealthy,  his  energies  have,  from  an  early  age, 
been  devoted  to  the  task  of  securing  a compe- 
tence. That  he  has  done,  and  done  well,  as  his 
315  acres  of  fine  farming  land  give  convincing  evi- 
dence; but  had  his  strong  will  been  fixed  upon 
any  other  purpose,  his  success  might  have  been 
even  more  remarkable. 

John  Baker,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  came 
to  Columbiana  county  in  1817,  from  Adams 
county,  Penn.,  and  settled  as  a pioneer  farmer. 
He  and  his  wife,  Catherine  fMummert),  reared  a 
family  of  eleven  children:  Sarah,  William, 

Elizabeth,  Abraham,  Catherine,  Jonas  and  Moses 
(twins),  Isaac,  Samuel,  Lydia  and  Rebecca.  Abra- 
ham Baker,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
March  30,  1808,  in  Adams  county,  Penn.,  and 
when  nine  years  of  age  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Ohio.  On  June  22,  1S30,  he  was  married,  in 
Columbiana  county,  to  Elizabeth  Cope,  a native 
of  Frederick  county,  Ya.,  born  October  13, 
1808,  whose  parents,  John  and  Mary  (McCabe) 
Cope,  came  to  Columbiana  county  in  1810.  The 
ancestry  of  this  family  has  been  traced  back  to 
the  time  of  the  landing  of  William  Penn,  and  W. 
T.  Cope,  the  present  State  treasurer  of  Ohio,  is 
one  of  its  representatives.  In  the  fall  of  1854 
Abraham  Baker  moved  to  Hancock  county, 
where  he  rented  a farm  in  Allen  township  for  a 
year.  In  the  spring  of  1856  he  came  to  Wood 
county  and  bought  forty  acres  in  Section  31, 
Bloom  township,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  remaining  years.  In  politics  he  was' at  first 
a Whig,  later  becoming  an  ardent  Abolitionist 
and  joining  the  Republican  party  on  its  forma- 
tion. He  was  a regular  voter,  but  never  sought 
or  held  office.  He  died  May  27,  188S.  his  wife 
surviving  him  until  August  15,  1S94,  and  both 
now  rest  in  Van  Buren  cemetery.  Of  their  eight 
children  John  C.,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest; 
Sarah  A.  is  now  Mrs.  J.  R.  Slatterback,  of  Allen 


; township,  Hancock  county;  Joshua  C.  is  a 
resident  of  the  same  locality;  Elisha  M.  is  a 
j farmer  at  South  Auburn,  Neb.;  Jason  was  a 
member  of  Company  G,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  and  was 
wounded  at  Chattahoochie  River,  Ga.,  July  9, 
1864,  dying  two  days  later  (he  is  buried  in  the 
| Chattanooga  cemetery);  Joseph  N.  is  a teacher 
at  Bowling  Green;  Isaac  P.  enlisted  February  2, 
1S62,  in  Company  G,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  and  died 
February  6,  1863,  at  Nashville,  Tenm,  where 
his  remains  now  rest;  Mary  C.  married  Frank 
Pattee,  and  they  reside  in  Douglas  county.  Wis- 
consin. 

John  C.  Baker  grew  to  manhood  at  his  native 
j place,  and  was  given  the  best  educational  advan- 
tages that  the  neighborhood  afforded,  in  the  sub- 
j scription  schools  of  the  day.  These  he  has  since 
j improved  upon  by  reading  and  observation,  his 
remarkable  memory  enabling  him  to  gain  a wide 
range  of  practical  information.  At  the  age  of 
i nineteen  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
i which  he  afterward  followed  for  many  years.  On 
i September  26,  1852,  he  married  Miss  Mary 

j Haberstick,  who  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
j Columbiana  county,  September  30,  1827,  the 
I daughter  of  Casper  Haberstick,  a native  of  Switz- 
erland. On  October  1,  1861,  Mr.  Baker  left  his 
native  county  with  his  family  and  located  in  Alien 
i township,  Hancock  count)-,  where  they  remained 
until  March,  1867,  when  he  came  to  Henrv  town- 
j ship,  Wood  county,  and  purchased  twenty-seven 
acres  of  land,  partly  improved.  For  several 
years  he  followed  his  trade  in  connection  with 
i farming,  and  thus  secured  a start;  but  his  atten- 
! tion  is  now  given  to  the  management  of  his 
estate.  He  owns  235  acres  in  Bloom  and  Henry 
townships,  and  eighty  in  De  Kalb  county,  Ind. 
His  homestead  near  North  Baltimore  is  an  excel- 
lent farm,  upon  which  he  erected  substantial 
buildings  before  he  quit  working  at  his  trade.  On 
1 September  26,  1S64,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
47th  O.  V.  I.,  and  joined  the  regiment  at  Mari- 
etta, Ga.  His  first  battle  was  at  Fort  McAllis- 
ter. and  he  participated  in  the  other  engagements 
of  Sherman’s  campaign  until  he  reached  Beau- 
fort, S.  C.,  where  sickness  compelled  him  to  en- 
ter the  hospital.  On  May  7,  1865,  he  left  for 
! Washington  on  the  “General  Barnes,”  and  en- 
tered Finley  Hospital  there.  He  was  discharged 
on  general  order  June  5,  1865,  and  five  days 
later  arrived  home. 

Mr.  Baker’s  first  wife  died  September  22. 
1875,  leaving  three  children — Jeremiah,  a res- 
ident of  Garrett,  Ind.,  and  an  engineer  on  the 
B.  (NO.  R.  R. ; Joshua,  a farmer  of  Garrett,  Ind.; 
i and  Vine  (now  Mrs.  Loren  Eyler),  of  Henry 
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township.  On  December  5,  1878,  Mr.  Baker 
married  Mrs.  Amelia  Erb,  the  widow  of  Peter 
Erb,  and  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Leah  (Christ) 
Simon.  In  politics  Mr.  Baker  has  been  a Re- 
publican from  his  first  vote  for  John  P.  Hale,  j 
He  is  no  office  seeker,  but  was  once  elected  su- 
pervisor against  his  wish,  his  well-known  ability, 
his  capacity  for  hard  work,  and  genial  nature, 
having  made  him  the  choice  of  his  friends  through- 
out the  community  for  that  position. 

James  D.  Anderson,  a leading  agriculturist 
and  stock-dealer  of  Wood  county,  now  residing 
in  Bowling  Green,  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  Center  township,  December  25,  1845. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  James  Ander- 
son, was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America 
in  early  manhood.  He  married  Catherine  Mc- 
Mullen, of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  they  had 
ten  children.  James  Anderson  lived  on  a farm, 
although  he  was  a school  teacher  by  occupation. 
He  died  in  about  1828,  in  Trumbull  county. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  the  late  Stewart  An- 
derson, was  born  in  1811,  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  1833,  when,  having 
learned  the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  he  came  to  1 
Wood  county  and  established  himself  in  that  : 
business,  and  also  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  i 
making  specialties,  as  trade  developed,  of  chair- 
making and  undertaking.  In  the  latter  branch  : 
of  his  business  he  had  a practical  monopoly  for 
many  years.  For  some  time  previous  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1885,  he  gave  his  atten-  j 
tion  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  sterling  quali- 
ties of  character  made  him  influential  among  a 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  and  he  was  locally  i 
prominent  as  a member  of  the  Republican  party 
and  in  all  progressive  movements.  He  married 
Miss  Eliza  Phillips,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  in  1 820,  and  is  still  living.  They  had  three 
children,  of  whom  Albert,  the  eldest,  enlisted  un- 
der Capt.  Day,  of  Bowling  Green,  in  the  111th 
O.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  Raleigh,  X.  C.,  after  he 
had  served  his  time  and  received  his  discharge.  . 
Mary,  the  youngest,  is  the  widow  of  Aaron  Drum- 
heller,  of  Center  township. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  the  second  of  the 
family,  received  his  early  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  birthplace.  In  the  spring  1 
°f  1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  144th  O.  V.  j 
I-,  for  one  hundred  days,  under  Capt.  Cook,  of 
Perrysburg,  and  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his 
term  of  enlistment,  at  Annapolis  Junction.  Md. 
He  was  the  youngest  member  of  his  company, 
hh'  his  return  home  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  and  ran  a sawmill  for  nine  years  in  Cen- 


ter township.  Fie  then  turned  his  energies  to 
farming,  beginning  with  a tract  of  forty  acres, 
and  to  fattening  and  shipping  cattle,  in  which 
business  he  has  ever  since  continued.  Of  lace 
years  he  has  dealt  chiefly  in  sheep,  and  in  both 
these  lines  he  is  among  the  most  prominent  in  the 
county,  having  473  acres  of  land  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  fattening  annually  about  1,600  head  of 
sheep,  besides  other  live  stock  in  small  lots;  this 
year  he  fattened  3,500  head.  He  also  deals 
heavily  in  stock,  shipping  on  an  average  three 
car-loads  a week,  principally  to  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Anderson  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fort- 
une, and  this  simple  record  of  results  accom- 
plished speaks  more  convincingly  of  thrift  and 
wisely-directed  energy  than  could  any  words 
of  praise. 

In  1 S 7 8 Mr.  Anderson  was  married  to  Miss 
Isabella  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Wood  county 
March  8,  1 S 54,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Louis  and  Florence.  In  July,  1891,  the  family 
moved  to  Bowling  Green,  where  they  have  a fine 
home,  though  Mr.  Anderson  still  conducts  his 
farm.  Politically  our  subject  is  an  Independ- 
ent, and  in  1878,  he  was  nominated  for  sheriff  of 
Wood  county  on  the  Greenback  ticket.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Bowling 
Green,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

Mrs.  Anderson’s  parents,  Robert  and  Isabella 
(Forester)  Reed,  were  both  born  in  Scotland,  the 
father  in  1804,  the  mother  in  1812.  They  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1833,  settling  in  Perrys- 
burg.  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  conducted  a 
store  and  bakery,  he  being  a baker  by  trade.  He 
died  in  1 S 5 5 , the  mother  in  December,  1861. 
They  had  a family  of  ten  children  : John, 

Thomas,  Ellen,  Robert,  William,  Archibald, 
James,  Elizabeth,  Isabella,  and  one  that  died  in 
infancy  in  Scotland.  Only  three  of  this  large 
family  now  survive  : Robert,  who  lives  in  Mich- 

igan; William,  near  Findlay,  Ohio;  and  Mrs. 
Anderson.  Five  of  the  sons  served  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  war;  Thomas  and  Robert  were 
members  of  a Michigan  regiment;  William  of  the 
2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  and  Archibald  and  James  of  the 
72nd  O.  V.  I.  After  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
James,  being  ill,  was  put  on  a boat  to  be  sent 
home,  and  was  never  heard  from  afterward. 

Abram  Fire,  a prominent  merchant  and  bus- 
iness man  of  Prairie  Depot,  was  born  in  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  May  14,  1847.  When  he  wasquite 
young  his  parents  moved  to  Osceola,  (Tawfurd 
county.  Samuel  Fike,  his  father,  married  Miss 
Mary  Heltman,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Osceola,  where,  through  the  dishon- 


' 


■ 


906 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


esty  of  others,  he  became  greatly  reduced  finan- 
cially. In  i860  the  family  came  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  located  in  Montgomery  township,  along 
the  “ McCutchenville  pike,”  on  an  eighty-acre 
tract,  known  as  the  “ Schuman  Farm.”  Mr. 
Fike  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  town- 
ship, and  was  at  that  time  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, having  sold  his  farm  in  Crawford 
county  for  a good  price.  He  remained  on  the 
“Schuman  Farm”  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  forty-eight  years  of  age.  His  widow 
is  now  Mrs.  Dennis  Pember,  of  Prairie  Depot. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fike  were  as 
follows:  Frank,  a druggist,  of  Prairie  Depot; 

Abram,  our  subject;  Fianna,  now  Mrs.  B.  O’Dell, 
of  Jerry  City;  and  Nellie,  married  to  Dr.  Brooke, 
of  Prairie  Depot.  Samuel  Fike  was  a Democrat, 
but  took  only  a voting  interest  in  politics.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  a respected 
citizen  and  a good  neighbor. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools, 
acquiring  such  education  as  it  was  possible  to  ob- 
tain in  those  days,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  Wood  county,  from  which 
time  he  was  reared  as  a farmer's  boy.  On  De- 
cember 10,  1868,  he  was  married  in  F'ostoria  to 
Miss  Jerusha  E.  Hays,  who  was  born  May  11, 
1847,  in  Fostoria.  Her  parents  were  James  and 
Emily  S.  (Chapman)  Hays,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  July  15,  1816,  and  was  a son  of  Henry 
and  Hetty  (Marshall)  Hays,  early  pioneers  of 
Perry  township.  He  was  in  his  “teens”  when 
his  father  brought  him  to  Perry  township,  where 
he  was  reared  as  a pioneer  farmer's  boy.  On 
May  9,  1844,  he  was  married  in  Fostoria  to  Miss 
Emily  S.  Chapman,  who  was  born  in  Montville, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  George  and  Lois  (Bates)  Chap- 
man; when  a girl  she  came  to  Fostoria,  attended 
school  there,  and  worked  at  the  trade  of  a tailor, 
which  she  had  learned;  she  also  taught  school  for 
a time.  James  Hays  had  been  teaching  school 
before  his  marriage,  after  which  he  lived  in  F'os- 
toria for  awhile.  He  was  a well-known  instructor, 
having  taught  school  for  forty-nine  years,  at  dif- 
ferent places  in  Wood  county.  On  May  10, 
1854,  he  and  his  family  left  Fostoria  for  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  taught  school,  later 
teaching  at  Hartford,  same  State,  where  Ire  built 
a home.  His  wife  died  in  Polk  county  March 
15,  [857,  and  was  buried  in  DesMoines,  Iowa. 
Two  childreu  came  to  them:  Edward  T. , born 

July  12,  1845,  a minister  in  the  Christian  Church 
at  Lawrenceburg,  fnd. ; and  Jerusha  E.,  born 
May  11,  1847,  wife  of  our  subject.  James  Hays 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  in  Hartford,  Iowa, 
Miss  Elizabeth  K.  Middleton,  a native  of  Indiana, 


and  the  following  children  blessed  this  union: 
Arthur  B.,  born  November  8,  1859,  an  attorney 
of  Ogden,  Utah;  Mary,  born  July  19,  1S64,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Bertha  Z.,  born  April  2,  1872, 
now  Mrs.  L.  V.  Petre,  of  Wells,  Minnesota. 

In  i860  Mr.  Hays  returned  to  Ohio  and 
j located  in  Fostoria,  where  he  had  owned  prop- 
j erty  since  his  first  residence  there.  While  in 
Iowa  he  had  lived  at  Des  Moines,  Hartford, 
Palmyra  and  Wheeling,  and  he  taught  school  in 
each  place.  After  his  return  from  Iowa  he  lived 
in  F'ostoria  continuously  until  his  death,  on  July 
31,  1888.  Mrs.  Hays  now  lives  in  Wells,  Minn., 
with  her  daughter.  Mr.  Hays  was  an  excellent 
disciplinarian  in  the  schoolroom,  and  was  most 
successful  in  training  the  young  mind.  At  seventy- 
two  years  of  age,  but  a few  weeks  previous  to  his 
death,  he  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Fostoria. 
He  was  a thoroughly  systematic  man,  and  the 
chores  around  his  house  were  all  performed  with 
the  same  care  and  precision  that  characterized 
his  work  in  the  schoolroom.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  for  years,  and  was 
at  one  time  a licensed  exhorter,  but  throat  trouble 
compelled  him  to  abandon  that.  Politically  he 
was  at  one  time  a Republican,  but  in  his  later 
years  was  a Prohibitionist. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  lived  on  the 
home  farm,  which  he  rented,  until  about  1875, 
when  he  removed  to  Prairie  Depot.  At  this 
period  of  his  life  he  was  only  a common  work- 
man, being  employed  as  a hand  in  his  brother's 
sawmill.  Subsequently,  however,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  David  Reed,  and  opened  a tin- 
ware store,  with  a stock  worth  about  $300,  to 
which  they  afterward  added  a small  line  of  hard- 
ware. Later  Mr.  Fike  sold  out  his  business  in- 
terests to  a Mr.  Childs,  from  Norwalk,  Ohio, 
and,  again  renting  the  home  farm,  resumed  the 
tilling  of  the  soil,  remaining  there  for  some  time, 
and  then  going  again  to  Prairie  Depot.  At  this 
time  he  could  command  some  capital  and  he 
engaged  in  various  business  enterprises,  among 
others  that  of  butchering.  Then  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Addison  Lans- 
dale,  where  he  remained  two  years,  or  until  Ins 
employer  sold  out.  • Mr.  Fike  then  went  to  Ris- 
ingsun,  Ohio,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a 
merchant  named  Ensminger  for  about  six  months. 
Returning  to  Prairie  Depot,  he  embarked  in  the 
brokerage  business,  having  his  residence  a part 
of  the  time  in  Toledo.  He  was  then  for  two 
years  in  partnership  with  O.  A.  Diver,  dealing  in 
general  merchandise  in  Prairie  Depot,  and  was 
instrumental  in  starting  the  first  exchange  bank 


'7  ?y 

' 


* 

* 


v«e»«*a< »“**»***«'•.  ••  •--ra«'^->  tv  ■ ■■.  > !^!Wr 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


in  the  place,  in  1893,  forming  a partnership  in  ; 
that  business  with  A.  F.  Basev,  and  is  at  present 
carrying  on  the  same.  In  1S84  he  built  the  1 
comfortable  home  where  he  now  resides,  and  he  ! 
also  owns  his  store  building.  Mr.  Fike  has  been 
a shrewd,  careful  business  man,  and  has  amassed 
a competency  in  his  later  years.  He  has  always  ; 
been  considered  an  excellent  buyer,  and  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  trades  in  land  and  other 
property.  His  reputation  as  an  honorable  citi- 
zen is  of  the  highest,  and  he  is  popular  with  all 
classes  of  men.  Mr.  Fike  is  a Democrat,  but 
has  never  mixed  up  much  in  political  matters, 
beyond  casting  his  vote  for  the  men  he  considers 
best  qualified  to  hold  office,  and  he  has  served  as 
a member  of  the  city  council  of  Prairie  Depot. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , 
Lodge  No.  402,  of  Toledo.  Mrs.  Fike  was 
before  her  marriage  a school  teacher  in  Wood  j 
county,  having  secured  a teacher's  certificate 
before  she  was  eighteen  years  old.  She  is  a 
most  estimable  lady,  and  shares  with  her  hus- 
band the  regard  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

Josiah  Richardson,  a well-known  and  sub- 
stantial farmer  of  Perry  township,  is  a native  of 
Vermont,  born  April  3,  1823,  in  the  town  of 
Weston,  Windsor  county. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Josiah  and 
Ann  (Davis)  Richardson,  the  former  born  in  | 
Temple,  N.  H..  October  25,  1786.  The  mother 
was  a native  of  the  same  State,  born  about  1800. 

They  came  west  in  the  spring  of  1834  with 
their  family  of  four  children,  their  destination  be-  J 
ing  La  Porte,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  their 
journey  being  made  via  the  Erie  canal  from 
d roy  to  Buffalo,  and  from  there  by  lake  to 
Cleveland,  thence  to  La  Porte.  Here  the  father 
rented  land  for  a time,  afterward  purchasing  a 
tract  in  La  Grange  township,  which  was  heavily 
timbered,  and  required  much  labor  to  clear.  This 
was  afterward  sold  at  a profit,  and  forty-two 
acres,  also  timber  land,  purchased  in  Grafton 
township.  In  three  years  this  land  was  almost 
entirely  cleared,  and  here  the  mother  died  in 
1842,  leaving  the  following  children:  James  M., 
residing  in  Richland  county,  Ohio:  Isaac  W . , who 
died  in  February,  1893,  in  Granger  township,  ; 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio;  Josiah,  the  subject  of  this  ' 
sketch;  Betsey  A.,  who  married  a Mr.  Gray,  and 
on  his  death  became  the  wife  of  Hiram  Xew- 
hall,  who  is  also  deceased  (she  resides  at  Bright- 
on Center,  Lorain  county).  After  the  death  of 
‘he  mother  the  father  came  to  Wood  county, 
and  made  his  home  with  our  subject  until  he,  too, 
passed  away,  January  8,  1862,  his  remains  be-  1 
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ing  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Center.  He  was 
a man  of  robust  health  until  his  last  illness, 
which  baffled  the  best  medical  skill.  He  was  in 
his  early  years  a Democrat,  but  afterward  be- 
came a Republican. 

Our  subject  was  eleven  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  from  Vermont,  and  his  school- 
ing was  such  as  was  common  in  those  early  days; 
after  coming  to  Ohio  he  experienced  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  the  pioneers,  whose  ef- 
forts were  given  to  wresting  from  the  forests  the 
land  on  which  they  intended  making  their  homes, 
and  whose  virgin  soil  was  to  blossom  with  fruit- 
ful fields  and  glow  with  golden  harvests.  To 
i this  work  his  youthful"  days  were  given,  and  he 
remained  on  the  home  place  until  his  marriage, 
which  event  took  place  December  5,  1844,  when 
he  was  united  to  Miss  Elmina  Crane.  She  was 
born  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y. , August  9,  1S29, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Lydia  (Fuller)  Crane, 
who  came  to  Ohio  in  the  fall  of  1834  and 
located  in  La  Grange  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  Mrs.  Richardson  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  grew  to  womanhood. 

At  the  time  of  our  subject’s  marriage  he  had 
the  management  of  the  home  place  of  forty-two 
acres,  but  in  the  spring  of  1853  he  removed  to 
Perry  township,  Wood  county,  where  the  previ- 
ous fall  he  had  purchased  120  acres  of  partially 
improved  land  in  Section  21.  He  made  the 
journey  by  rail  to  Fremont,  and  from  there  by 
team.  He  remained  on  that  farm  until  the  spring 
of  18G0,  when  he  purchased  146  acres  in  Sec- 
tion 31,  Perry  township,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  During  this  time  he  has  sold  a por- 
tion of  his  land,  which  is  now  part  of  two  other 
farms,  retaining  103  acres,  which  are  under  a 
state  of  good  cultivation.  Politically  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson was  for  many  years  a stanch  Republican, 
but  his  bitter  enmity  to  the  liquor  traffic  has 
caused  him  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  the  highest 
ambition  he  has  is  to  see  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  as  a beverage,  abolished.  He  is  a well- 
informed  man,  and  while  not  a Church  member, 
he  is  a Christian  in  his  belief  and  practice,  and  is 
greatly  beloved  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him.  His  wife  joined  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
Church  when  she  was  ten  years  old,  but  at  pres- 
ent is  a member  in  good  standing  of  the  l nited 
Brethren  Church.  This  worthy  couple  have  spent 
over  fifty  years  of  happy  wedded  life  together, 
sharing  each  other  s joys  and  sorrows,  and  prov- 
ing by  their  devotion  and  faithfulness  that  mar- 
riage is  not  “ a failure.  ” Now  that  the  shadows 
are  growing  longer  in  the  west,  they  are  enjoying 
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in  their  pleasant  home  the  well-earned  rest  after 
years  of  labor,  and  await  the  going  down  of  the 
sun  in  peace  and  contentment. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson,  as  follows:  Melissa  born  Febru- 

ary 20,  1846,  died  in  infancy;  Orrin  S.,  born  No- 
vember 28,  1848,  enlisted  March  1,  1865,  in 
Company  G,  189th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  four  weeks 
later  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  of  measles,  his  body 
being  brought  home  and  interred  at  Perry  Center; 
Anna  A.,  born  June  5,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  J.  A. 
Perrine,  of  Perry  township,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren; Etta  M.,  born  May  13,  1865,  died  July  13, 
of  the  same  year;  and  Herbert  O.,  born  October 
29,  1S73,  was  married  March  28,  1893  to  Miss 
Melinda  Taylor,  and  they  reside  with  his  parents. 

Alexander  E.  Lashuay,  a retired  farmer  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Bowling  Green,  was 
born  July  8,  1839,  in  Monroe  county,  Mich.  His 
father,  Alexander  E.  Lashuay,  Sr.,  was  of  French 
descent,  and  was  a native  of  Canada,  where  he 
married.  Removing  to  Monroe  county,  Mich., 
he  carried  on  farmingthere  for  a number  of  years, 
and  came  to  Wood  count)-  when  our  subject  was 
about  fifteen  years  old,  settling  on  a farm  in  the 
timber  of  Weston  township.  There  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
died  in  1S42,  leaving  three  children:  John  and 
James,  who  are  farmers  in  Weston  township;  and 
Alexander  E.  The  father  married,  for  his  second 
wife,  Miss  Rebadue,  and  one  child  of  this  union 
is  living,  David,  who  resides  in  Washington  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Lashuay  was  only  about  four  years  of  age 
when  his  mother  died,  and  he  was  bound  out  to  a 
family  at  Petersburg,  Mich.,  w'ith  whom  he  re- 
mained until  he  uras  some  ten  years  of  age.  He 
then  ran  away  and  hired  out  to  a farmer  near 
Adrian,  Mich.,  there  remaining  till  about  1853, 
when  his  father  brought  him  to  Ohio.  In  his 
early  years  he  attended  the  common  schools  for 
some  time.  Pie  assisted  his  father  upon  the  farm, 
and  also  did  farm  work  for  others  until  able  to 
commence  for  himself.  On  March  10,  1865,  he 
was  married  to  Charity  E.  Mercer,  who  was  born 
in  Liberty  township,  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Harriet  (Rice)  Mercer.  The  young  couple  set- 
tled on  a farm  near  Rudolph,  which  was  their 
home  for  nearly  thirty  years.  This  place  com- 
prised eighty  acres,  on  which  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming,  and  on  which  are  now  ten  produ- 
cing oil  wells,  from  which  he  derives  a handsome 
income.  On  September  12,  1894,  Mr.  Lashuay 
removed  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he  is  living  a 


; quiet  life,  enjoying  the  results  of  many  years  of  ac- 
tive labor,  and  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a large 
I circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  has  been  a 
Republican  ever  since  attaining  his  majority,  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members 
of  the  Church  of  Christ,  better  known  as  the  Dis- 
ciples Church,  to  which  his  wife  has  belonged 
i since  she  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  While  resid- 
ing in  Rudolph  they  were  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  have  always  taken  a great 
interest  in  Church  work. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lashuay  have  come  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Abraham  M.,  born  October  4, 
1867,  married  Luella  McMahon,  and  lives  on  the 
old  home  place;  they  have  two  children — Flossie 
B.  and  Eldon  Stanley.  Flattie  I.,  born  June  22, 
1S70,  married  William  A.  Kidd,  of  Juniata, 
Penn.,  and  died  November  27,  1894,  leaving  one 
child — Kenneth,  who  lives  with  Mr.  Lashuay. 
Cline,  born  February  6,  1873,  died  September  1 
I of  the  same  year.  Clarence  B.,  born  Septem- 
; ber  2,  1875,  resides  with  his  parents, 
i 

John  B.  Lixhart,  one  of  Bloomdale’s  lead- 
ing citizens,  is  well-known  throughout  Wood  and 
Hancock  counties,  owning  a large  farm  in  the 
latter  locality,  to  which  he  devotes  much  of  his 
time.  He  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Baldwin  township,  Allegheny  county,  January  7, 

: 1836,  the  son  of  Philip  and  Eliza  (Huttenhower) 
Linhart.  Our  subject  is  the  second  in  a family 
of  eighteen  children,  of  whom  fifteen  are  still 
[ living,  all  occupying  useful  and  honorable  posi- 
I tions  in  society.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
near  his  birthplace,  and  learned  to  work  upon 
: the  farm  in  the  days  when  labor-saving  machin- 
! ery  was  not  yet  in  use.  His  father,  a man  of 
i great  shrewdness  and  enterprise,  and  a farmer  by 
occupation,  determined  to  give  his  boys  a good 
i start  in  life,  by  securing  farms  for  them  in  north- 
| western  Ohio,  where  land  was  cheap,  and  in  1S56 
! he  came  to  Seneca  county,  and  bought  160 
acres,  ten  of  which  were  improved.  February  11, 

I 1858,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Yohe,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Yohe,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Washington  county,  Penn.,  and  early 
in  April  he  brought  his  young  bride  to  this  new 
home.  For  six  years  he  labored  to  bring  the 
property  into  condition  for  farming;  having  ac- 
j complished  the  task,  and  becoming  the  possessor 
of  same,  he  sold  it,  and  bought  an  improved 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township, 
j Hancock  Co.,  Ohio.  His  father  had  moved 
j some  years  before  to  Cass  township,  in  that 
county,  and  in  1872  Mr.  Linhart  went  there  with 
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his  family,  and  soon  after  (July  iS,  1 872)  his  wife 
died,  her  remains  being  interred  at  Fostoria. 
Five  children  were  born  of  this  union:  (1)  Will- 

iam C.  now  conducts  the  homestead  for  his 
father.  He  married  Margaret  Keefer,  and  has 
three  children.  (2)  David  died  when  nine  months 
old.  (3)  Carrie  B.  married  Chares  Overholt,  of 
Hancock  county,  and  has  four  children.  (4)  Anna 
married  George  Rice,  of  Bloomdale,  and  has  four 
children.  (5)  Jesse  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years. 

On  October  28,  1873,  Mr.  Linhart  was  mar- 
ried to  his  second  wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  McKee,  a 
native  of  Allegheny  county,  Penn.,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Robert  McKee,  of  the  same  county,  and 
soon  afterward  he  moved  to  a farm  of  1 10  acres, 
six  miles  from  Charlotte,  Mich.  In  1875  his 
father  moved  to  Bloomdale,  and  Mr.  Linhart 
bought  the  homestead,  consisting  of  163  acres  of 
as  good  land  as  can  be  found,  which  he  has  ever 
since  operated,  living  there  until  1886,  when  he 
came  to  Bloomdale,  leaving  the  active  work  of 
the  farm  to  his  eldest  son.  April  12,  1890,  his 
second  wife  died,  and  January  12,  1802,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Logan,  a daughter  of 
James  H.  Logan,  a prominent  farmer  of  Bethel 
township,  Allegheny  county,  Penn. , and  his  wife, 
Matilda  (Simmons)  Logan. 

Mr.  Linhart  has  been  a hard  worker,  and  is 
still  quite  active,  taking  a prominent  place  in 
various  lines  of  effort.  He  holds  stock  in  the 
Bloomdale  Creamery,  and  the  Bloomdale  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association,  and  in  public  affairs 
has  always  exercised  wide  influence  in  a quiet 
way.  He  has  been  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket  to  various  township  offices,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  city  council  of  Bloomdale,  serving 
two  terms.  He  is  no  office-seeker,  but  is  always 
greatly  interested  in  the  success  of  the  candidate 
of  his  choice.  His  friends  are  many,  won  to  him 
by  his  own  friendly  and  unassuming  manners  and 
sterling  qualities.  In  the  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members,  he 
has  held  many  offices,  and  is  now  a trustee. 

George  H.  Baker,  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens and  self-made  capitalists,  of  Risingsun,  is 
still  comparatively  young;  in  fact  is  just  entering 
upon  the  usual  period  of  accumulation  in  the  life 
of  the  average  man,  and  his  rapid  rise  from  a 
clerkship  to  this  present  position  in  financial  cir- 
cles is  the  result  of  rare  business  ability,  atten- 
tiveness, and  fair  and  honest  methods  with  his 
patrons. 

He  was  born  March  14,  1858,  in  Jackson 
township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  the  second  son  and 


i third  child  of  John  and  Louisa  (Strouse)  Baker. 
He  was  but  a child,  when  his  parents  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  the  first  school  that  he  at- 
: tended  was  at  Prairie  Depot.  At  the  age  of  fif- 
teen he  entered  the  store  of  that  old  pioneer 
| merchant,  Addison  Lansdale,  at  Prairie  Depot 
l and  here  gained  invaluable  training  in  the  busi- 
ness which  he  so  successfully  carried  on  in  later 
years.  His  first  wages  were  but  little  more  than 
board  and  clothes,  and  after  a year  and  a half  he 
went  home  to  the  farm  for  a short  time.  His 
j second  clerkship  was  in  the  general  store  of 
Charles  Bell,  at  Portage,  Ohio,  but  owing  to  Mr. 

| Bell's  failure,  he  was  there  only  one  year, 
i Another  short  siege  at  farm  work  for  his  father 
i followed  before  he  began  clerking  for  A.  F.  Munn, 
of  Weston,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  some  time, 
and  his  next  work  away  from  home  was  a brief 
period  as  a section  hand  on  the  C.  H.  & D.  R. 
R.  Soon  after  this  experience  he  becan  clerking 
for  Wyman,  North  & Co.,  at  Risingsun,  and  dur- 
ing his  ten  years  of  service  in  that  capacity,  he 
I made  friends  and  formed  acquaintances  upon 
which  his  later  success  as  the  head  of  the  store  was 
largely  based — a strong  evidence  of  the  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  even  then.  In  July,  1SS7, 
he  purchased  the  business  at  a cost  of  over  $5,000 
payable  in  four  years  in  installments,  and  he 
succeeded  in  making  the  store  pay  for  itself  in 
I that  time.  Each  year  increased  his  trade,  which 
became  the  largest  of  any  store  in  t he  county  in  a 
town  the  size  of  Risingsun,  and  before  he  dis- 
; posed  of  his  business,  in  April,  1896.  he  had  had 
i a career  which  has  never  been  approached  by 
| any  merchant  in  that  place. 

In  addition  to  his  mercantile  enterprise  Mr. 
Baker  has  been  extensively  interested  in  oil,  being 
a member  of  nearly  every  local  company,  and  of 
s some  which  are  not  local,  and  has  probably  the 
i largest  investments  of  any  local  producer  of  which 
Risingsun  has  a goodly  number.  He  also  conducts 
1 a coal  business, of  which  some  idea  may  be  gained 
i when  it  is  mentioned  that  over  5 50  car  loads  were 
shipped  during  the  seasons  of  1895  and  ’96. 

In  1 S S 5 Mr.  Baker  erected  one  of  the  best 
I residences  in  Risingsun.  His  first  wife.  Miss 
5 Phoebe  Winchell,  daughter  of  L.  C.  and  Jane 
1 (Baker)  Winchell,  was  born  June  17,  1865,  in 
Scott  township,  Sandusky  county.  They  had 
five  children:  Belle,  Flo,  Reed  Nina  and  Marie, 

all  of  whom  are  living  except  Flo,  who  met  a 
■ tragic  death  at  the  age  of  six  years,  the  result  of 
her  clothing  catching  lire.  The  mother  of  this 
I little  family  departed  this  life  September  25. 
1893,  while  under  medical  treatment  at  Toledo 
In  June,  1895,  Mr.  Baker  again  entered  the 
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matrimonial  state,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  ! 
Minnie  Hodgeman. 

Politically  Mr.  Baker  is  a Democrat,  but  not 
a strict  partisan,  the  fitness  of  the  various  candi-  ! 
dates  being  always  considered,  and  at  times  he  has  ! 
given  his  hearty  support  to  a Republican.  Al- 
though he  is  an  active  worker  in  local  politics  he 
has  never  been  a politician  in  the  sense  which 
that  word  now  conveys  to  the  public.  August  j 
i 5,  1893,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Rising- 
sun,  and  September  18,  1S94,  he  was  re-appoint- 
ed to  that  position.  He  was  a charter  member 
of  Onward  Lodge  No.  329,  K.  of  P. , at  Rising- 
sun,  and  was  its  first  treasurer. 

William  Bollinger,  a leading  citizen  of 
Wood  county,  operates  a good  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  in  Section  12,  Portage  township.  He 
came  to  the  county  in  1873  a poor  man — poor  in 
everything  but  pluck  and  indomitable  will-power. 
He  has  met  with  serious  reverses  in  his  business 
career,  suffered  a great  deal  from  fever  and  ague, 
which  resulted  disastrously  to  his  financial  inter- 
ests, but  he  commenced  life  on  his  present  farm 
with  renewed  zeal.  Plis  sound  judgment  and 
shrewd  management  brought  him  success,  and 
gave  him  an  assured  footing  among  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Bollinger  was  born  in  York  county, 
Penn.,  February  5,  1834,  and  is  the  second  in  a 
family  of  fifteen  children,  eight  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  His  father,  John  Bollinger,  was  a 
millwright  by  trade.  In  the  subscription  schools 
our  subject  was  educated,  then  learned  the  trade 
which  his  father  followed.  On  June  5,  1862,  in 
his  native  county,  he  married  Lydia  Stump,  who 
was  born  in  Maryland,  January  4,  1841,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Amelia,  born  April  2S,  1863,  in  York 

county,  Penn.,  was  married  to  John  Huber,  of 
Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  March  10, 

1 88  1 ; Oliver  J. , born  July  29,  1865,  died  January 
12,  1866;  John,  born  October  19,  18G6;  Albenia, 
born  August  2,  1868:  William,  born  December 
3,  1871,  died  in  infancy;  Barbara  E.,  born  March  5, 
1873,  married  Frank  A.  Hastings,  March  31, 
i896;Elias,  born  September  16,  1874;  and  Jacob, 
born  April  1 1 , 1882. 

On  coming  to  Wood  county,  in  1873,  Mr. 
Bollinger  rented  land  for  four  years  in  Montgom- 
ery township,  and  then  purchased  his  present 
place,  which  was  covered  with  timber.  For  a 
time  he  made  cross  ties,  which  he  would  haul  to 
Woodville,  Ohio,  and  sell;  but  now  devotes  his 
time  wholly  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land.  He  is 
straightforward  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings; 


but  has  lost  considerable  money  through  unprinci- 
pled men  with  whom  he  has  had  transactions. 
He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party; 
and  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  Dunkard  Church. 

Joseph  Herringshaw  was  born  in  Nordelph, 
County  of  Norfolk,  England,  November  19,  1841, 
and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Lyon)  Her- 
ringshaw, the  former  of  whom  was  a farmer  and 
boatman  in  England.  He  was  born  in  1S14,  and 
died  in  1S61,  leaving  a widow  and  seven  children, 
our  subject  being  nineteen  years  old  at  the  time, 
while  the  youngest  child  was  but  two  years  old. 
A brief  record  of  the  family  is  as  follows:  Ann 

married  Thomas  Harrison,  also  of  England;  Jo- 
seph comes  next;  John  married  Eliza  Roush,  of 
Sandusky  county,  Ohio;  Saul  married  Eliza  Wat- 
son, of  London,  England;  Frederick  married 
Beatrice  Needham,  of  North  Baltimore,  Ohio; 
William  married  Mary  Hough,  of  North  Balti- 
more, Ohio;  and  Rebecca  is  at  home  taking  care 
of  her  mother,  who  is  now  seventy-nine  years 
old,  having  been  born  December  21,  1816,  at 
Somerson,  Huntingdonshire,  England.  She  never 
remarried.  When  our  subject  was  two  years  old 
the  family  removed  to  Stickney,  Lincolnshire, 
England,  where  he  attended  a subscription  school. 
When  he  was  a lad  of  six  his  parents  returned  to 
Nordelph.  where  he  completed  his  education, 
paying  one  penny  per  week  for  his  tuition.  In 
April,  1851,  the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  and  after  a voyage  of  twenty-nine  days 
landed  at  New  York,  on  the  15th  of  May.  They 
then  started  by  boat  for  Albany,  and  there  some 
“sharpers  ” claimed  that  the  father  had  not  paid 
money  enough  for  his  passage,  and  withheld  his 
luggage.  Mr.  Herringshaw  then  consulted  the 
mayor,  who  sent  an  officer,  and  compelled  the 
men  to  give  up  the  goods.  The  family  then  pro- 
ceeded by  canal  boat  to  Buffalo,  and  for  a year 
resided  within  eight  miles  of  that  city,  the  father 
working  as  a farm  hand  for  $13  per  month.  He 
then  went  to  Sandusky  City,  Ohio,  and  on  to 
Bellevue,  in  which  locality  he  again  secured  farm 
work.  His  next  home  was  at  Townsend,  San- 
dusky Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1856, 
when  he  removed  to  Huron  county,  making  his 
home  near  Hunt's  Corners  until  1 860.  spending 
the  following  year  in  Weston.  In  1861  the  family 
came  to  Liberty  township,  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  the  wilderness,  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  township,  having  Henrv,  Jackson 
and  Milton  in  the  other  corners.  At  the  north- 
east corner  is  a nice  brick  school  house;  at  the 
southwest  corner,  adry-goods  store;  on  the  south- 
east corner  (in  Henry  township)  is  a store,  the 
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place  being  known  as  Haney.  Four  of  the  family 
tt-sihe  in  Jackson,  one  in  Liberty,  and  all  own 
good  farms. 

In  the  various  communities  in  which  the  fam- 
ily lived  our  subject  attended  school.  He  re- 
mained at  home  working  on  the  farm  until 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  when  in  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio,  June  6,  1867,  he  married  Mary  Ann  Scott, 
who  was  born  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  Eng- 
land, February  24,  1838,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Darius  and  Charlotte  (Fletcher)  Scott.  Mrs. 
Herringshaw  was  in  her  sixteenth  year  when  she 
came  with  her  two  sisters  and  brother  to  Amer- 
ica, on  the  sailing  vessel  “Woodcock,"  which  aft- 
er a voyage  of  five  weeks  landed  at  New  York. 
Her  mother  died  in  England  when  the  daughter 
was  only  ten  years  old,  and  Mr.  Scott  came  to 
this  country  three  years  before  his  children,  es- 
tablishing a home  for  his  family  near  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  About  i860  they  all  came  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  he  purchased  a farm  in  Webster  township, 
which  he  afterward  sold,  buying  property  in  Lib- 
erty township.  Later  he  owned  another  farm  in 
Webster  township,  and  afterward  bought  the 
“Ten  Mile  House,"  which  he  carried  on  until 
1894,  then  sold,  and  is  now  living  on  a farm  in 
Lucas  county,  Ohio.  He  has  been  three  times 
married,  and  by  the  last  union  had  eight  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Herringshaw  is  one  of  six  children 
by  the  first  marriage,  the  others  being:  Sarah, 

wife  of  Jacob  Grim,  of  Jackson  township;  Char- 
lotte, widow  of  Peter  Marker,  of  Clay  county, 
Iowa;  Darius,  who  enlisted,  in  1861,  in  Company 
K,  2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  starved  to  death  in 
the  prison  where  he  was  incarcerated  by  the  Reb- 
els; Susan  (deceased),  first  married  to  James  P. 
Daley,  and  after  his  death  wedded  Frank  Pow- 
ers; and  Levi,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  who 
went  from  Iowa  to  California  about  1891,  and  is 
now  living  at  Oceanside,  that  State. 

Upon  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herring- 
shaw located  in  Jackson  township,  where  for  five 
years  he  rented  a farm,  and  then  purchased  forty 
acres  on  Jackson  Prairie,  being  the  first  to  build 
on  that  prairie.  He  still  owns  his  first  farm,  but 
Snce  the  spring  of  1889  has  resided  at  his  pres- 
ent home,  where  he  also  owns  forty  acres  of 
'•and,  a fine  residence,  good  barns  and  all  the 
other  accessories  of  a model  farm  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  He  takes  quite  an  active  inter- 
est m politics,  and  supports  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  with  the  United  Brethren 
( hurch,  and  he  belongs  to  the  I O.  O.  F.  of 
Milton  Center,  and  is  a Master  Mason,  his  lodge 
connections  being  at  Deshler.  In  1889  he  re- 


j turned  on  a visit  to  his  native  land,  also  went  to 
Ireland  and  France,  and  attended  the  World's 
P"air  in  Paris,  returning  to  his  home  after  an  ab- 
sence of  three  months. 

F.  Fairbank.  Among  the  active  farmers  and 
well-known  citizens  of  Montgomery  township, 
the  gentleman  whose  name  begins  this  sketch 
holds  a prominent  place.  A native  of  Ohio,  he 
was  born  in  Medina  county  October  31,  1S50,  and 
belongs  to  a family  noted  for  longevity,  his  great- 
grandfather having  lived  to  the  extreme  age  of 
one  hundred  years. 

His  father,  J.  M.  F'airbank,  was  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  quite  young  when  his  fa- 
ther died.  He  was  brought  to  Ohio  by  his  step- 
father, who  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  Medina 
county  married  Miss  Savina  Bowman,  who  was 
born  in  that  county,  of  Pennsylvania-Dutch  ex- 
traction. He  followed  his  trade  of  carpentering 
there  until  1854,  in  that  year  removing  to  Section 
1,  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  where 
he  erected  a sawmill  which  he  operated  for 
: some  time.  Later  he  went  to  Sandusky  county, 

: and  in  1872  located  at  Helena,  where,  although 
1 over  seventy  years  of  age,  he  still  follows  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  He  is  entirely  a self-made  man, 
having,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  only  $6;  but 
he  now  has  a comfortable  home,  160  acres  of 
farming  land,  and  money  out  at  interest,  all  of 
which  have  been  acquired  through  his  own  un- 
aided efforts  and  strict  economy.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  passed  away  long  since,  leaving  five 
children- — Lewis,  of  Madison  township,  Sandusky 
county;  F.  Fairbank,  of  this  sketch;  Minnie,  wife 
of  William  Peck,  of  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
county;  Charles,  also  of  Madison  township;  and 
Christopher,  of  Helena,  Ohio.  An  uncompro- 
mising Republican,  the  father  has  always  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  political  matters,  and  was  once 
| a candidate  for  county  commissioner  in  Sandusky 
county;  but  as  it  was  strongly  Democratic  he 
| failed  of  election,  though  by  only  one  vote,  which 
plainly  indicated  his  popularity.  During  the 
dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  in  1 86 1,  and  served  for 
over  three  years.  At  Guntown  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  held  in  captivity  for  nine  months 

Our  subject  was  onlv  a child  when  brought  to 
; Wood  county,  and  his  education  was  such  as 
' could  be  obtained  by  a two-months’  attendance 
during  the  year  at  the  district  schools,  at  first 
i entering  the  “fractional  school."  As  his  help 
| was  needed  upon  the  home  farm,  his  educational 
l privileges  were  necessarily  limited,  but  hi;  train- 
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ing  at  farm  work  was  not  so  meagre.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  started  out  as  a farm  hand. 

In  Montgomery  township,  on  December  6, 
1871,  Mr.  Fairbank  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Lucinda  Hartman,  who  was  born  in  Sec- 
tion 12,  that  township,  October  31,  1851,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Esther  (Butchel) 
Fairbank.  They  have  become  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Grant,  a carpenter,  re- 

siding at  home;  Nellie,  widow  of  William  Hol- 
comb, who  was  killed  in  the  oil  fields  February 
5,  1894;  Tillie,  now  Mrs.  David  Williams,  of 
Pemberville,  Ohio;  Eulo,  Pearlie,  Hattie,  Hea- 
lon,  and  Frankie,  all  at  home;  and  Milo,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Fairbank  began  his  domes- 
tic life  upon  his  father-in-law’s  farm  in  Section 
12,  Montgomery  township,  but  at  the  end  of  one 
year  removed  to  his  father's  farm  in  Madison 
township,  Sandusky  county,  which  he  operated 
in  connection  with  his  brother  Lewis.  Later  he 
rented  land  in  Scott  township,  that  county,  but 
on  April  14,  1884,  located  upon  his  present  farm 
in  Section  10,  Montgomery  township,  Wood 
county,  making  his  home  at  first  in  a log  house. 
In  1890,  however,  he  erected  his  present  excel- 
lent residence,  and  in  1S94  built  his  barn,  which 
is  a substantial  structure,  38  x 56  feet.  He  has 
made  many  other  useful  and  valuable  improve- 
ments upon  his  place,  and  ranks  among  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  the  community.  He  casts 
his  ballot  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party,  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  township  trustee,  and  socially  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity  at  Helena, 
Ohio. 

Orlin  S.  Burgess,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  Webster  township,  was 
born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  May  20,  1832. 
He  is  a descendant  of  Abraham  Burgess,  the 
third  of  the  House  of  Burgess  of  England,  who 
came  with  two  brothers  to  this  country  in  the 
“Mayflower,”  landing  at  Plymouth  Rock  in  the 
year  1620. 

Alvah  Burgess,  his  father,  who  was  a native  of 
New  York  State,  came  to  Ohio  about  1830,  and 
after  short  periods  of  residence  in  Ashtabula  and 
Lorain  counties,  settled,  in  1838,  in  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Montgom- 
ery township,  which  he  cleared  and  improved. 
He  was  an  Old-line  Whig  in  politics,  and  a con- 
sistent and  faithful  believer  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Disciples  Church.  He  married  Miss  Betsey 
Frost,  who  was  a native  of  Maine,  and  they  had 
eight  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. Seven  lived  to  adult  age:  William,  Rus- 


! sell,  John,  Daniel,  Bradley,  Harriet,  and  Orlin  S. 

| (our  subject),  who  is  now  the  only  survivor  of  the 
family. 

Orlin  S.  Burgess  began  work  on  his  own  ac- 
count at  the  age  of  sixteen,  renting  fifty-five  acres 
1 of  land  which  he  afterward  bought.  He  has 
since  made  additions  from  time  to  time  until  he 
now  owns  186  acres  of  the  best  land  in  Webster 
township,  which  he  has  improved  according  to 
modern  methods.  He  is  an  extensive  stock- 
raiser,  and  one  of  the  first  in  the  township  to 
breed  thorough-bred  horses.  Among  the  noted 
horses  now  in  our  subject’s  possession  is  “John 
Harper  Longfellow,”  a dark  bay  with  black 
points,  weight  1 , 300  pounds.  He  is  a first-class 
race  horse,  having  taken  first  premium  and 
sweepstakes  at  the  Northern  State  Fair  at  Cleve- 
land in  1879,  and  first  premium  at  the  State  Fair 
at  Toledo  the  same  year.  He  also  has  three 
thorough-bred  mares  which  have  never  been 
trained,  but  possess  a good  record.  Of  all  his 
horses  he  prizes  “Longfellow”  the  most,  and  will 
keep  him  to  the  end  of  his  natural  life. 

On  October  12,  1853,  Mr.  Burgess  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Myers,  a daugh- 
ter of  Michael  Myers,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Freedom  township.  She  is  a native  of  Steuben- 
ville, Ohio,  born  February  9,  1834,  and  moved 
to  New  Rochester,  Wood  county,  the  same  vear. 
Six  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Emily, 

the  wife  of  James  P.  King;  Mary,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two;  Fred,  a successful  stock- 
raiser  and  farmer  in  Webster  township;  Clay, 
who  now  has  charge  of  the  old  homestead:  Kitty 
Luella,  the  wife  of  W.  D.  Isman;  and  Celia,  who 
died  September  27,  1873,  aged  two  years.  Mr. 
Burgess  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  but,  although 
he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  public  move- 
ments, local,  State  or  National,  he  has  never  en- 
gaged in  the  active  work  of  his  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  Phoenix  Lodge  No.  123,  F.  & A.  M.. 
of  Perrysburg. 

Fred  M.  Smith,  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  scientific  of  our  agricultural  workers,  is  a 
leading  citizen  of  Montgomery  township,  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 

Patriotism  flows  in  his  blood  as  a heritage 
from  a hero  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  his  grand- 
father, Conrad  Smith,  a native  of  New  York, 
having  served  eight  years  on  special  duty.  He 
was  at  Valley  Forge  during  the  historic,  winter, 
and  carried  to  his  grave  two  bullets,  one  British 
and  the  other  Indian.  The  Government  gave 
him  160  acres  of  land  in  western  Pennsylvania, 
but  his  last  years  were  spent  in  Portage  county. 
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(iliio,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  He 
reared  a large  family,  among  whom  was  a son 
Michael,  our  subject’s  father,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  February  22,  1S00,  and  was  only 
a child  when  his  parents  moved  to  eastern  Ohio. 
,\s  may  be  supposed  his  educational  opportu- 
nities there  were  not  of  the  best.  He  was  married 
hi  eastern  Ohio  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hemminger, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  November  19, 
1S09,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Yunk- 
man)  Hemminger.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
“ thirties  ” Michael  Smith  came  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  entered  forty  acres  in  Section  5,  Mont- 
gomery township,  the  last  entry  in  the  section. 
The  land  was  in  its  wild  state,  and  he  built  a log 
house  and  lived  through  the  usual  experiences  of 
a pioneer  farmer.  He  was  small  of  stature,  but 
was  robust  and  free  from  ills,  and  when  sixty-five 
years  old  walked  to  Prairie  Depot  to  vote;  he 
was  a Democrat,  and  never  failed  to  support  his 
convictions,  but  he  was  not  an  office  seeker.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  His  death  occurred  April  15,  1869,  and 
she  survived  him  until  May  27,  1880,  their  mor- 
tal remains  being  consigned  to  earth  near  Brad- 
ner,  Ohio.  They  had  six  children,  of  whom 
Conrad  enlisted  in  Company  A,  100th  O.  V.  J . , 
and  died  at  Andersonville  in  May,.  1854;  Moses 
resides  in  Portage  township;  Ann  married  Ciark 
Flaugher,  and  died  in  Bloom  township;  Fred  M. 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Aaron  is  a resident 
of  Portage  township. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  the  old  farm  Decem- 
ber 4,  1844,  and  during  his  lifetime  that  locality 
has  undergone  a wonderful  transformation.  The 
old  log  school  house,  known  as  the  “ Hill  School 
house,”  was  the  first  that  he  attended,  and  his 
own  inferior  opportunities  have  made  him  desire 
better  advantages  for  the  children  of  this  day. 
His  time  was  spent  at  home  assisting  upon  the 
farm  until  November  19,  1 86 1 , when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Snyder.  FI  is  first  battle  was  at  Shiloh,  and  he 
took  part  in  all  the  engagements  of  his  regiment 
until  he  was  captured,  at  Guntown,  Miss.,  June 
•2,  1864;  he  was  sent  to  various  prisons  — Mo- 
bile, Andersonville,  where  he  contracted  gan- 
grene, and  Milan,  Ga. — and  in  the  latter  part  of 
November  was  paroled  at  Savannah.  In  De- 
cember he  returned  home  on  furlough,  a»d  was 
discharged  February  [4,  1865,  from  further  serv- 
■ce.  He  was  wounded  at  Vicksburg,  and  lost 
sight  of  his  left  eye.  After  his  return  home  he 
worked  for  his  father  as  his  health  permitted,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  parents  he  bought  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  heirs,  and  now  owns  the 
58 
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| original  homestead.  In  all,  he  has  100  acres  in 
Montgomery  and  Freedom  townships,  and  as  a 
farmer  he  is  noted  for  his  good  business  qualities 
and  systematic  management,  while  his  neatness 
and  love  of  order  are  shown  in  every  part  of  his 
estate.  He  is  gifted  with  fine  mechanical  abil- 
ity, and  has  worked  at  various  trades,  including 
I that  of  painting,  and  he  also  clerked  for  one  year 
at  Pemberville,  Ohio. 

On  March  2,  18S0,  Mr.  Smith  was  married 
in  Montgomery  township  to  Miss  Eliza  Adams, 
i a native  of  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  who  was 
born  January  22,  1864,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Christina  (Smith)  Adams.  Four  children 
1 brightened  their  comfortable  home — Chester  E. , 
born  November  20,  1S80;  Elsie  E. , June  9,  1882; 
Chauncey  A.,  January  11,  1SS7;  and  Archie  F. , 
January  19,  1892.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  not. 
Church  members,  but  they  contribute  to  the 
support  of  different  denominations,  and  take  a 
| generous  interest  in  all  progressive  movements. 
Possessinga  keen  and  active  intellect,  and  a good 
memory,  Mr.  Smith  "has  made  himself  familiar 
with  much  good  literature,  and  is  well-informed 
upon  the  questions  of  the  day.  While  in  Ander- 
sonville prison  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  has  ever  since  been  a Republican  of  the 
stanchest  sort,  but,  he  has  always  declined  any 
j overtures  looking  to  official  position.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Thomas  C.  Brandeberry,  a most  genial  and 
' companionable  gentleman,  has  made  his  home  in 
Bloom  township  since  pioneer  days.  He  at  once 
1 made  his  way  into  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  people  of  his  locality,  and  is  numbered 
j among  the  most  valued  citizens.  He  was  born 
in  what  was  then  Richland  county,  but  is  now 
Ashland  county,  Ohio,  October  17.  1825,  and  is 
a son  of  Philip  and  Catherine  (Zimmerman) 
Brandeberry,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  They  were 
married  before  the  war  of  1812,  in  which  the 
father  participated,  being  in  the  engagements  at 
. Fort  Meigs.  They  came  to  Ohio  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century,  locating  first  in  Co- 
1 lumbiana  county,  later  going  to  Richland  county, 
and  on  August  9,  1839,  arrived  in  Wood  county, 
making  a settlement  in  the  geographical  center  of 
Perry  township.  The  township  elections  were 
often  held  in  their  pioneer  home.  The  father 
later  purchased  three  eighty-acre  tracts  of  land 
in  Bloom  township,  which  he  subsequently  gave 
to  three  of  his  sons.  Thomas  C.  is  one  of  the 
; family  of  nine  children,  the  others  being  Betsy, 

1 who  became  the  wife  of  John  Chilcote,  and  died 
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in  Perry  township  at  the  age  of  sixty  years;- 
Jonathan,  who  died  in  Portage  township.  Wood 
county,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one;  Philip,  who 
died  in  Bloom  township  at  the  age  of  sixty;  j 
William,  who  died  in  February,  1S94,  in  the  j 
some  township,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four;  Isaac, 
who  was  a wealthy  farmer  of  Perry  township, 
where  he  died  in  1S86,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years;  Tena,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  I 
Burk,  and  died  in  Freedom  township,  Wood 
county,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years;  Mary,  who  was  ; 
the  wife  of  Henry  Hays,  and  with  her  husband 
was  poisoned  in  Perry  township;  and  James,  a 
farmer  of  that  township.  The  father  passed 
away  in  January,  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  and  the  mother  died  in  the  fall  of  1865. 
The  former  was  a shrewd,  far-sighted  Pennsyl- 
vania-German, who  made  the  best  of  his  oppor- 
tunities, and  became  a successful  agriculturist. 

In  early  life  he  was  a Whig,  but  later  joined  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  his  sons  also 
affiliated. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject 
were  such  as  the  subscription  schools  of  those 
early  days  afforded,  and  he  remained  upon  the 
home  farm  until  his  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
brated in  Freedom  township,  Wood  county,  in 
September,  1850,  Miss  Catherine  Miller  becom-  j 
ing  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Schuylkill  county, 
Penn.,  September  2,  1828,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  David  and  Susan  (Ketrie)  Miller,  who  became 
residents  of  Bloom  township,  in  1842.  At  the 
time  of  her  marriage  she  was  working  as  a do- 
mestic, and  out  of  her  meager  wages  paid  part 
of  the  funeral  expenses  of  her  father.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brandeberry  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Mary  A.,  who  was  born  April 

21,  1851,  and  died  when  young:  Albert,  who  was 
born  August  2,  I S 5 2 , and  now  operates  the  home 
farm;  an  infant  daughter,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 26,  1853,  and  died  unnamed;  David,  who 
was  born  December  6,  1854,  and,  besides  con-  ! 
ducting  his  farm,  also  engages  in  the  ministry  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Lorina,  who 
was  born  January  24,  1859.  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Rider,  of  Bloom  township;  T.  j. , 
who  was  born  March  3,  1861.  and  died  at  the 
age  of  three  months;  Alice  C.,  who  was  born 
March  6,  1864,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  James  E. 
Long,  of  Bloom  township;  and  Charles,  who  was 
born  November  27,  1866,  and  is  a farmer  of  the 
same  township. 

Mr.  Brandeberry  wa-'  giv<  11  eighty  acres  of 
land,  by  his  father,  in  Freedom  township,  but 
this  he  traded  with  his  brother  Jonathan  for  a 
like  amount  in  Section  27,  Bloom  township, 


where  he  still  makes  his  home.  His  first  dwell- 
ing was  of  logs,  with  puncheon  floor,  clapboard 
roof  weighted  down,  stick  chimney  and  large  fire- 
place; but  it  was  a happy  home,  where  sociability 
and  good  cheer  abounded. 

The  farming  operations  of  Mr.  Brandeberry 
were  interrupted  by  his  service  in  the  Union  army 
during  the  Civil  war.  On  May  2,  1S64.  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Home  Guards,  entering 
the  United  States  service  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany E,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  for  one  hundred  days, 
and  was  stationed  at  Relay  Flouse,  between  Wash- 
ington and  Baltimore,  where  he  was  detailed  for 
post  duty  under  the  quartermaster.  While  hand- 
ling heavy  bags  of  grain  for  horses'  feed  he 
strained  himself,  from  which  he  has  never  recov- 
ered. On  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
he  returned  home,  resuming  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  he  followed  until  1880,  when,  on  account 
of  his  physical  condition,  he  was  obliged  to  lay 
aside  the  more  arduous  duties  of  farfn  life,  and 
for  several  years  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
stock.  He  has  a wide  acquaintance  throughout 
the  county,  and  by  his  friends  is  familiarly  known 
as  “ Uncle  Tommie.”  He  is  a stanch  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  refused  all  offices 
except  that  of  school  director  of  District  No.  S, 
Bloom  township,  and  he  and  his  family  are  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

James  J.  Smith.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of  the  county,  and 
perhaps  the  oldest  in  Perrysburg  township.  He 
was  born  in  Johnstown,  N.  Y. , November  18, 
1817,  and  was  in  his  seventeenth  year  when  his 
parents  came  to  Ohio.  He  has,  therefore,  grown 
up  with  the  country,  and  the  wonderful  changes 
which  have  occurred  during  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment, have  taken  place  under  his  observa- 
tion. At  that  day  many  parts  of  this  section 
were  mere  swamps  overgrown  with  grass  and 
weeds,  the  forests,  dense  with  thick  underbrush 
and  teeming  with  wild  animals,  the  home  of  set- 
tlers, made  in  a little  patch  of  clearing  were  1 * like 
angels'  visits,”  few  and  far  between. 

It  is  to  such  brave  pioneers  as  this  man  and 
his  father,  that  this  great  State  owes  her  present 
high  standing  in  the  commonwealth.  They  are 
the  men  who  literally  “blazed”  the  path  for 
those  lt^ss  daring,  who  sought,  in  the  fertile  lands 
of  the  West,  that  return  for  their  labors  denied 
them  in  the  more  circumscribed  and  less  easily 
cultivated  domains  of  the  East.  The  debt  <4 
gratitude,  which  the  people  of  to-dav  owe  to  these 
hardy  and  industrious  early  settlers,  can  never  be 
repaid,  but  no  occasion  should  be  lost  in  which 
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to  five  them  the  credit  due  their  toils  and  sac- 
riiiccs. 

Mr.  Smith  was  the  thirteenth  in  a large  fam- 
>!s  of  children  born  to  John  and  Caroline  (Gris- 
wold) Smith,  both  members  of  old  New  England 
families.  The  father  was  born  in  Woodstock, 
Mass.,  August  23,  1764,  and  his  wife,  February 

1774.  They  were  married  September  21, 
1790,  and  came  to  Ohio,  September  15,  1835, 
locating  on  the  banks  of  the  Maumee  river  in 
I’errysburg,  where  he  died  March  1,  1842,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  August  14,  1848.  Their 
farm  comprised  what  is  now  the  site  of  Lime 
City.  Of  their  family  the  following  record  is 
given:  Mary,  born  August  14,  1791;  Almira  P., 

August  7,  1793;  Caroline,  May  31,  1795;  John 
P.,  December  12,  1797;  Lucius  }. , November  21 , 
iSoo;  Solomon,  April  14,  1802;  Harriet,  October 
!,  1804;  William,  November  23,  1807;  Sidney, 
October  2,  1S09;  Henry  G.,  and  Benjamin,  twins, 
March  26,  1812;  and  James  Jay,  November  18, 
1S17,  our  subject.  The  parents  at  one  time 
lived  in  Rutland,  Vermont. 

James  J.  Smith  received  his  education  in 
New  York,  spending  his  boyhood  days  on  a farm, 
and  then  learned  the  cooper's  trade.  This  he 
followed  for  twenty  years,  and  also  carried  on 
farming  at  the  same  time.  He  made  the  first 
barrel  that  ever  went  into  Pearl  Mills,  at  Mau- 
mee. He  did  much  hard  work  on  the  farm,  the 
ground  being  swampy  and  at  times  covered  with 
water;  but  years  of  patient  industry  brought  him 
his  reward  in  rich  harvests  from  fertile  fields,  and 
a pleasant  home  where  once  stood  the  virgin  for- 
ests. He  recalls  many  events  of  interest  of 
those  early  days,  and  remembers  when  the  Mau- 
mee pike  was  built.  Mr.  Smith  is  an  interest- 
ing talker,  and,  did  space  permit,  many  of  his 
stories  of  pioneer  times  would  be  of  interest  to 
our  readers,  presenting,  as  they  do,  such  vivid 
contrasts  to  the  history  of  to-dav. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
December  23,  1840,  to  Miss  Marana  J.  Barker, 
afio  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  N Y.,  De- 
cember 6,  1820.  Her  parents  moved  to  Syra- 
cuse  when  she  was  six  years  old,  and  both  died 
•here,  the  mother  when  forty  years  old,  the 
: >tii  .r  when  ninety.  Of  this  union  there  were 
‘ 'ir  children : (1)  Sidney,  born  September  23, 

l '4C  died  when  ten  years  old.  (2;  Gustavus,  a 
L*ne  contractor,  and  a member  of  the  Michigan 
''tone  Supply  Co. . oi  which  he  is  also  snperin- 
' ‘‘dent,  making  his  home  in  Detroit;  lie  s rvc.d 
1 the  war  from  August,  1862,  to  Ma;  . 1865.  as 
;v;de,  sergeant-major,  second  lieutenant,  and 
: -t  lieutenant,  respectively,  Companies  1)  and  E, 


j iijth  O.  Y.  I.;  he  married  Miss  Frances  Wool- 
! son,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. , and  they  had  one  child, 
i Herbert,  born  June  17,  1874,  died  in  infancy. 

| (3)  Charles  died  when  four  years  old.  (4)  Kittle 
| M.  is  teaching  school;  she  was  educated  in  Per- 
I rysburg,  was  principal  of  schools  at  Upper  San- 
j dusky  for  five  years,  and  held  the  same  position 
at  Defiance  for  three  years,  and  in  Marion  for 
four  years,  and  now  is  principal  of  the  high 
j school  at  Warsaw,  Indiana. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and 
! has  been  trustee  of  his  township;  in  the  fall  of 
1895,  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  for  repre- 
sentative, but  declined  on  account  of  his  age. 
j At  one  time  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  old 
Fort  Meigs  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  been  so 
long  a resident  of  the  community,  and  so  promi- 
nent in  its  affairs,  that  he  is  considered  almost 
! an  oracle  by  its  citizens.  x\  man  of  superior 

I */  * 

i character,  public  spirited,  and  ever  ready  to  as- 
: sist  in  all  worthy  enterprises,  he  is  one  of  the 
| most  highly  respected  residents  of  Perrysburg 
I township. 

M.  D.  Chilcote  is  numbered  among  the 
prominent  and  progressive  farmers  of  Montgomery 
township,  now  making  his  home  in  Section  33, 
j where  he  has  a fine  farm  of  120  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  and  productive  land.  He  is  a native 
I of  Wood  county,  born  in  Section  26,  Perry  town- 
j ship,  April  n,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
• Elizabeth  (Jones)  Chilcote,  wrho  were  worthy 
; representatives  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  the 
I county. 

The  father  was  born  November  12.  1802,  in 
Maryland,  where  he  was  reared,  but  was  not 
I married  until  after  his  arrival  in  Wood  county. 
The  mother’s  birth  occurred  in  Gallia  county, 
Ohio,  April  2,  1812.  She  was  a daughter  of 
James  Jones,  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of  Perry 
township,  who  was  present  at  the  time  of  its 
organization.  In  his  youth  Mr.  Chilcote  had 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  this  county,  and  also  helped  to  build  some  of 
the  first  houses  erected  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  where 
he  located  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  He  later 
went  to  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county,  from 
there  came  to  Perry  township,  and  at  West  Mill- 
grove  his  last  days  were  passed,  dying  til  r ■ 
January  21,  1SS9,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
vears.  The  death  of  the  mother  also  oc  urred 
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height,  and  built  in  proportion.  Previous  to  the 
war  he  had  been  a Democrat,  but  at  that  time 
became  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  served  in  several  township  offices  dur- 
ing pioneer  days.  He  came  to  Wood  county 
from  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  as  early  as  1833. 
Both  himself  and  wife  held  membership  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a member 
comprised  the  following  children:  James  F. , born 
August  8,  1835,  served  as  lieutenant  of  Company 
I,  111  th  O.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
at  Bradner,  Ohio,  December  10,  1869.  He  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  when  a young  man, 
and  became  a well-to-do  citizen  of  Wood  county. 
Sarah  A.,  born  May  1,  1837,  became  the  wife  of 
George  Turner,  and  died  at  West  Millgrove, 
March  1,  1878.  M.  D.  is  next  in  order  of  birth. 
Perry  C.  is  a prominent  citizen  of  this  county. 
John  W. , born  january  10,  1843,  belonged  to 
Company  H.  49th  O.  V.  I.,  during  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  now  makes  his  home  at  Saginaw,  Mich. 
Priscilla  V..  born  July  7,  1845,  lives  at  West 
Millgrove.  Surviah  H.,  born  October  21,  1847, 
married  Stewart  Fralick,  who  lives  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  and  died  in  November,  1873.  G.  Sylvester, 
born  March  24,  1851,  died  April  4,  1S52. 

Mr.  Chilcote,  of  this  notice,  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  where  his 
parents  lived  during  his  boyhood,  and  early  be- 
came familiar  with  the  life  of  a farmer.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  important  event  in  his  life  was  cele- 
brated January  1,  1874,  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Miss  Helen  Adams  becoming  his  wife. 
On  Section  33  of  that  township,  she  was  born 
May  16,  1844,  and  is  a daughter  of  Alexander 
and  Elizabeth  (McCormick)  Adams,  the  latter  a 
cousin  of  Cyrus  McCormick,  the  well-known  in- 
ventor of  the  reaper.  The  father  was  born  in 
Beaver  county,  Penn.,  November  12,  1817,  and 
was  the  son  of  Asa  and  Elizabeth  (Adams)  Adams, 
who  were  the  first  of  the  name  to  locate  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  having  come  from  Beaver 
county,  Penn.,  in  the  early  '30s,  and  located  in 
Section  29,  where  he  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 
Alexander  Adams  was  the  seventh  child  in  a 
family  of  ten  children,  and  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Wood  county  in  1833.  By  his  first 
wife  he  had  two  children— Mrs.  Chilcote;  and 
M aurice,  who  died  in  Montgomery  township, 
leaving  two  children,  Charles  and  Mary  E. , the 
latter  now  deceased.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  in  April,  1872,  Mr.  Adams  was  again  mar- 
ried, and  he  departed  this  life  June  27,  1886, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  West  Millgrove  cetne- 


! tery.  He  was  a conscientious  Christian,  having 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  that 
1 piac.e  in  1841,  and  always  faithfully  followed  its 
teachings. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Chilcote  located  at 
West  Millgrove,  where  he  engaged  in  shingle- 
making with  his  brother  Perry  C.,  until  April, 
1876,  when  he  removed  to  Hatton,  Ohio,  there 
engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  March, 
1883,  however,  he  located  upon  the  old  Adams 
\ homestead  in  Section  33,  Montgomery  township, 

| where  he  and  his  family  still  reside.  Four  children 
| came  to  gladden  the  household — Bessie  E..  Jes- 
sie I.,  Maurice  A.  and  Leander  J . , all  at  home. 

, Mr.  Chilcote  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  during 
the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  May  2,  1864,  in 
Company  E,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  at  Eagleville,  Ohio, 
and  was  on  guard  duty  most  of  the  time  at 
1 Wilmington,  Del.,  until  August  24,  following. 
Before  entering  the  United  States  service  he  had 
been  a member  of  Company  E,  64th  O.  N.  G. 
He  now  belongs  to  Conley  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
West  Millgrove,  of  which  he  is  a charter  mem- 
ber. He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  supporting  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
; publican  party,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  faithful  members  of  the  Congregational 
! Church.  They  hold  an  enviable  position  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
and  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  those  less  fortunate  than  them- 
selves. 

Albert  W.  Splxk  is  a worthy  representative 
of  the  farming  interests  of  Montgomery  township, 
vrhere  he  has  always  made  his  home,  his  birth 
! having  occurred  in  Section  21.  June  14,  1862 
He  is  a son  of  Solon  and  Martha  (Burns)  Spink, 
i w'ho  were  worthy  and  prominent  citizens  of  that 
locality.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  the  usual 
j manner  of  farmer  boys,  aiding  in  the  labors  of 
1 the  fields  and  attending  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
his  father  having  died,  he  and  his  elder  brother, 
J.  E. , went  to  work  to  pay  off  the  debt  left  by 
the  sudden  death  of  their  father. 

In  1885,  in  Montgomery  township,  Mr.  Spink 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Wise,  who 
was  born  in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  August  20, 
[865,  and  is  a daughter  of  George  W.  and  Lor- 
etta J.  (Miller)  Wise.  The  latter  having  died 
when  the  daughter  Ella  was  but  a child,  she 
made  her  home  with  her  parental  grandfather, 
John  Wise.  Three  children  have  come  to  bless 
the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife.  Minerva, 
born  May  2,  1886;  Pearlie,  born  August  16,  18S8. 
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and  Celia,  born  October  25,  1SS9.  After  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Spink  took  his  bride  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  they  lived  until  January,  1890, 
when  they  removed  to  their  present  modern 
dwelling,  which  was  erected  in  1889  on  a piece 
of  land,  which  he  had  purchased,  adjoining  the 
home  farm.  He  has  also  put  up  substantial  out- 
buildings, including  a good  barn,  36x64  feet, 
which  was  built  in  1895.  He  is  an  industrious, 
energetic  and  progressive  man,  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard 
bv  his  fellow  citizens,  who  appreciate  his  genuine 
worth.  He  and  his  brother  still  continue  to  own 
and  manage  the  old  home  farm  of  1 59  acres,  and 
are  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  and  prosper- 
ous farmers  of  the  community.  Though  not  act- 
ive in  political  affairs,  our  subject  gives  his  un- 
faltering allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 

Samuel  Swope,  a well-known  and  popular 
farmer  of  Troy  township,  is  a native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  born  in  Fairfield  county,  in  1844,  and 
is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  (Lafever)  Swope. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  David  Swope,  became 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Fairfield  county, 
locating  there  on  a farm  in  1801,  where  his  death 
occurred  on  August  9,  1826.  The  father,  who 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  reared  and 
married  in  Fairfield  county,  where  he  extensively 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock  dealing  until  his 
death,  in  1884.  His  wife  also  died  on  the  old 
homestead,  in  1886.  In  their  family  of  twelve 
children,  two  are  now  deceased — David,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  and  Mrs.  Emma 
Peters,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two.  Those  living  are  Marga- 
ret, who  still  resides  on  the  home  farm;  Jacob,  of 
Wellsville,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Mary  Sturgeon,  of  Middle- 
town,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Wood,  of  Mt.  Sterling, 
Ohio;  Thomas,  of  Reynoldsburg,  Franklin  Co., 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Jane  Ingrnan,  of  Barnes,  Kans.;  Mrs. 
Louisa  Ashbrook,  of  Lithopolis,  Fairfield  count}'; 
Abner,  of  Bloomburg,  Fayette  Co.,  Ohio;  Sam- 
uel, of  this  sketch;  and  Felix,  a stock  grower, 
who  resides  near  the  old  home  farm. 

Mr.  Swope,  of  this  sketch,  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  county.  His 
loyalty  to  his  country  was  manifested’ August  9, 
1862,  at  Royalton,  Fairfield  county,  by  his  en- 
listment in  Company  D,  90th  O.  V.  I.,  for  three 
years,  and  he  was  mustered  into  service  at  Cir- 
cleville,  Ohio,  being  assigned  to  the  21st  Corps, 
afterward  4th  Corps,  army  of  the  Cumberland. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Perrysville, 
Chickamauga,  went  on  the  march  to  Atlanta, 
and  later  returned  to  Nashville.  At  Marietta, 


j Ga.,  he  had  received  a gunshot  wound,  and 
! June  21,  1865,  at  Camp  Harker,  Tenn.,  was 
I honorably  discharged,  after  which  he  returned  to 
his  home.  For  one  year  he  was  a student  at 
Athens,  Ohio,  and  then  went  to  Cass  county, 
Mo.,  where  he  remained  until  coming  to  Wood 
county  in  1870.  Here  he  is  successfully  engaged 
in  the  operation  of  his  good  farm  of  fifty-two 
acres. 

In  March,  1870,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
! of  Mr.  Swope  and  Miss  P’rances  LaFarree,  who 
I was  born  in  Lake  township,  Wood  county,  in 
| 1844,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
! (Sifford)  LaFarree.  Her  father’s  birth  occurred 
in  Carlisle,  Penn.,  January  9,  1797,  and  in  1807 
he  removed  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  with  his 
father,  David  Lafarree,  who  was  of  French  de- 
scent, and  also  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  reared  and  married.  His  death  occurred 
in  Lancaster.  Ohio,  in  1807,  he  leaving  a widow 
with  five  small  children.  She  was  a tailoress, 
and  supported  her  family  with  her  needle  until  the 
farm  was  cleared.  Near  Carroll,  Ohio,  she  later 
married  Elijah  Dove,  and  passed  away  in  Fairfield 
county,  in  1862,  when  nearly  eighty-four  years  of 
! age.  By  her  first  husband  she  became  the  mother 
I of  the  following  children — James,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Swope;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of 
John  Cheney,  senator  from  Fairfield  county,  and 
died  in  that  county;  John  C.,  who  departed  this 
life  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Ind. ; George,  who  died  in 
Baton  Rouge,  La.;  and  Mrs.  Betsy  Connor,  who 
also  died  in  Indiana. 

The  early  days  of  James  LaFarree  were  passed 
in  Fairfield  county,  where  he  was  educated 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a cabinetmaker.  In 
Middletown,  Md.,  March  28,  1819,  he  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sifford,  a native  of  that  place, 
and  a daughter  of  Christian  and  Lizzie  (Stottle- 
mire)  Sifford,  also  natives  of  Maryland.  Her 
father,  who  was  a well-read  man,  always  occupy- 
ing some  public  office  of  trust,  judicial  or  other- 
wise, came  to  Fairfield  county,  on  a visit,  and  died 
at  Lancaster  in  1848.  His  wife  died  in  Mary- 
land about  1846.  In  1820,  Mr.  LaFarree  came 
again  to  Fairfield  county,  where  he  resided  for 
three  years,  during  which  time  Ijis  wife  made  a 
trip  on  horseback  to  her  old  home.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  returned  to  Maryland,  where  he 
lived  until  182S,  when  he  removed  to  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  and  became  overseer  of  tire  poor.  In  1831 
he  located  in  Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  where 
| he  conducted  a cabinet  shop,  and  two  years  later 
bought  400  acres  of  land  in  Troy  township  at 
$1.25  per  acre.  He  named  the  village  of  Stony 
I Ridge,  where  he  served  as  postmaster  several 
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years,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  early  set- 
tlers of  the  locality.  He  was  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian, and  an  ex’norter  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  continued  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  his  farm  until  his  death  on  August 
4,  1852.  His  faithful  wife  was  called  from  this 
life  September  10,  1888.  Of  their  ten  children, 
seven  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  John  S.,  who 

died  in  1888,  leaving  a family  of  nine  children; 
Augustus,  who  died  in  1865,  leaving  a wife  with 
two  children;  Cornelia,  wife  of  M.  B.  Richmond,  | 
of  Crawfordsville,  Ind.;  Samuel,  a boat  builder,  1 
who  went  to  Washington  Territory  in  1S64,  j 
where  he  was  killed  two  years  later,  and  buried 
at  Umatilla,  Ore.;  James,  a resident  of  Bowi- 
ng Green,  Ohio;  George,  who  is  married,  and 
resides  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio;  and  Frances,  wife  of 
our  subject. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sw'ope  have  been  born  five 
children — Thomas;  Edna  and  Grace,  twins,  who 
for  the  past  three  years  have  engaged  in  teaching  1 
in  Wood  county;  Percy  and  Frances.  The 
family  made  a trip  to  California  in  1S88,  spend-  ! 
ing  two  years  on  the  Pacific  slope,  during  that 
time  going  as  far  north  as  Seattle,  Wash.  The  j 
family  are  sincere  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Swope  in  politics  is  an 
ardent  silver  Republican.  In  manner  he  is 
pleasant  and  genial,  in  disposition  is  kindly,  and 
the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  universally  held  is 
well  deserved. 

• 

Willi  AN  U.  Baker  is  one  of  the  most  genial 
and  whole-souled  men  of  this  county,  and  a brave 
defender  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  is  a native  son  of  Ohio,  born  in  Portage 
county,  March  7,  1837,  and  is  a son  °f  Michael 
and  Susan  (Rymer)  Baker,  the  former  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  March  31,  1 8 1 2,  of  German  parent-  , 
age,  and  the  latter  born  in  the  same  State,  Sep- 
tember 18,  1818.  The  parents  were  married  in  . 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  arid  to  them  two  sons 
were  born — Willian  U.,  and  John  M.,  a prom- 
inent farmer  of  Washington  township.  The  ; 
father  was  reared  and  educated  in  Portage  county,  | 
Ohio,  from  whence  he  removed  to  Ottawa 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  though  by  | 
trade  he  was  a carpenter,  and  there  he  remained 
until  1863,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county,  buy-  i 
ing  a farm  of  forty  acres  of  partially  improved  I 
land  in  Washington  township.  With  the  aid  of 
his  sons  he  cleared  and  cultivated  this,  and 
thereon  made  his  home  until  his  death,  March 
23,  1884.  His  widow  still  resides  upon  that  1 
place.  A Republican  in  politics,  he  was  recog- 
nized as  an  honest  man  and  a good  citizen,  and 


the  encourager  of  religious  works,  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  reaching  a sufficient  age,  our  subject  en- 
tered the  common  schools  of  Ottawa  county, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  until  eighteen  years 
of  age.  On  leaving  the  school  room  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  until  his 
enlistment,  September  16,  1861,  at  Port  Clinton, 
for  service  in  the  Union  army  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  was  made  first  corporal  of 
Company  I,  41st  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  J.  H. 
Williston  and  Col.  Hazen.  The  regiment  was 
made  up  at  Camp  Wood,  in  Cleveland,  whence  it 
proceeded  to  Louisville,  Ky.  In  that  State  the 
winter  was  spent,  during  which  time  Mr.  Baker 
was  confined  in  a hospital  for  three  months  on 
account  of  illness,  and  on  March  1,  1862,  he  went 
to  Nashville,  thence  marching  on  St.  Patrick's 
Day  to  Pittsburg  Landing  in  time  to  participate 
in  the  battle  at  that  place.  On  the  second  day 
of  the  fight  our  subject  was  wounded,  a ball  pass- 
ing near  the  spinal  cord,  so  that  for  nine  months 
he  was  unable  for  further  service.  He  returned 
to  Ottawa  county,  having  been  discharged  at 
Camp  Chase,  and  there  remained  until  the  fall 
of  1863,  when  he  came  to  Tontogany,  Wood 
county,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  a year. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  again  enlisted, 
this  time  becoming  a member  of  the  179th 
Battalion,  under  Lieut.  T.  J.  Wonnel,  with 
whom  he  went  to  Point  Lookout,  and  later 
guarded  Blakiston  Island,  being  at  that  time  first 
sergeant,  and  having  charge  of  nineteen  men. 
He  received  his  final  discharge  at  Camp  Denni- 
son, Cincinnati,  after  having  valiantly  served  his 
country  in  her  hour  of  peril. 

On  his  return  home,  Mr.  Baker  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  fine  land  where  he  now  resides, 
and  erected  thereon  a comfortable  house,  good 
barns  and  other  outbuildings,  which  are  surround- 
ed by  well  tilled  fields  and  a productive  orchard 
of  his  own  planting.  He  also  owns  a half  inter- 
est in  the  old  homestead.  On  February  S,  1870, 
our  subject  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Cvnthia 
Hannah,  a daughter  of  William  P.  Hannah,  a 
leading  fanner  of  Grand  Rapids  township.  Wood 
county,  and  three  children  graced  their  union- 
one  who  died  in  infancy;  Clara  Belle,  born  April 
6,  1873;  and  Rolla  M.,  born  August  19,  1875. 
The  last  named  received  his  elementary  educa- 
tion in  District  School  No.  3,  which  he  supple- 
mented by  a three-years’  course  in  the  schools  of 
Tontogany.  He  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  in 
District  No.  2,  and  intends  to  fit  himself,  by 
thorough  education,  for  a professional  or  com- 
mercial career. 
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The  family  hold  membership  with  the  United  I 
brethren  Church  attending  services  at  Washing- 
ton Chapel,  and  all  take  a deep  interest  in  relig- 
ious work,  while  the  son  is  at  present  a teacher 
in  the  Sunday-school.  Socially,  Mr.  Baker  be- 
longs to  Walter  A.  Wood  Post  No.  48,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Tontogany,  while  politically  he  is  connected 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  was  trustee  of 
Washington  township  three  years,  and  supervisor 
for  several  years.  His  uprightness,  integrity  and 
public-spiritedness  have  won  him  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  and  he  is  classed 
among  the  most  respected  representative  citizens 
of  Wood  county. 

R.  B.  Andrus.  No  man  in  Wood  county  is 
more  worthy  of  representation  in  a work  of  this 
kind,  than  he  whose  name  stands  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  sketch.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  county  since 
1874,  and  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  120 
acres  on  Sections  13  and  24,  Ross  township.  A 
fine  set  of  farm  buildings,  in  close  proximity  to 
the  flourishing  apple  orchard  and  smaller  fruit 
trees,  forms  a beautiful  picture  of  the  ideal 
country  home.  The  estate  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  in  this  section  of  the  county,  and  indi- 
cates in  all  its  appointments  the  supervision  of  a 
man  of  intelligence  and  sound  judgment,  and  one 
who  has  been  remarkably  judicious  in  his  in- 
vestments. 

Mr.  Andrus  was  born  at  Cleveland,  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio,  in  1845,  and  is  a son  of  Howard 
Bennett  and  Experience  (Worden)  Andrus.  The 
father,  whose  birth  occurred  February  16,  1808, 
in  Connecticut,  was  brought  by  his  father, 
Howard  Andrus,  to  Ohio,  as  early  as  1S24,  mak- 
ing his  first  location  in  Portage  county,  and  in 

1832  removed  to  Lucas  county,  where  he  en- 
tered land  in  Perrysburg  township.  There  in 

1833  he  wedded  Miss  Experience  Worden,  a na- 
tive of  Oswego  county,  N.  V.,  and  a daughter  of 
Ur.  Sylvester  Worden,  who  were  also  born  in  the 
Umpire  State.  In  1828  her  father  erected  the 
first  residence  in  East  Toledo,  and  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  physicians  of  that  city.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  almost  ninety-eight  years  of 
;ige,  and  for  three  years  had  been  blind. 

After  his  marriage  the  father  of  our  subject 
took  his  bride  to  his  farm  in  Lucas  county,  on 
which  he  resided  until  1834,  when  he  removed 
to  Cleveland,  and  later  for  some  years  conducted 
u hotel  at  Newburg,  Ohio,  but  in  1S48  he  re- 
turned to  Lucas  county.  He  there  engaged  in 
fanning  until  1873,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  on  May  ti,  of  the  following  year, 


died  at  the  home  of  our  Subject,  where  his  wife 
also  departed  this  life  September  26,  1886.  In 
politics  he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  partv 
The  parental  household  included  two  children, 
the  brother  of  our  subject  being  Cornell  Eli,  who 
i engaged  in  farming  in  Lucas  county,  until  1873, 
when  he  removed  to  Kansas,  but  died  on  Januarv 
5,  1882,  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  and  was  re- 
moved to  Kansas  for  burial. 

In  Washington  township,  Lucas  county,  Mr. 
Andrus,  of  this  review,  was  reared  and  educated, 
and  has  always  turned  his  attention  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Since  locating  upon  his  present 
farm,  in  1874,  he  has  erected  a good  brick  resi- 
dence,'and  made  many  useful  and  valuable  im- 
provements. On  September  18,  1866,  in  Wash- 
ington township,  Lucas  county,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Andrus  and  Miss  Maria  Han- 
nah Mooney,  a native  of  that  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Morris  and  Deborah  (Cook)  Mooney. 
Her  parents,  who  were  born  in  New  York,  be- 
came residents  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  May  10,  1S45. 
where  he  worked  as  a mechanic,  but  now  finds  a 
pleasant  home  with  our  subject.  Nine  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrus,  name- 
ly: Ida  Lucinda,  wife  of  Charles  Hicks,  in  the 

mail  service  of  East  Toledo,  Ohio;  Cora  P. . 
wife  of  Charles  Hickox,  train  dispatcher  for  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  at  Toledo;  Charles  B. : 
Irving  Morris;  Lynn,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen months;  Howard  Rollin;  Lillie  Marie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  months;  Clifford,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  one  year;  and  Justin  Grover. 

During  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  Andrus  enlisted,  but 
was  not  accepted.  Politically,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served  as  treas- 
urer and  assessor  of  his  township  for  four  years 
each.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  Yondora 
Lodge  No.  572,  F.  & A.  M. ; and  Toledo  Tent  No. 
8,  K.  O.  T.  M.  He  is  public  spirited  and  liberal, 
and  there  are  few  men  more  popular  in  the  com- 
munity than  he.  He  takes  a commendable  inter- 
est in  educational  affairs,  and  is  now  serving  as 
president  of  the  school  board. 

William  B.  Potter,  a pioneer  farmer  of 
Weston  township,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Notting- 
ham, County  of  Nottingham,  England.  June  28. 
1819,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Esther  Rad- 
ford) Potter, both  also  natives  of  that  county,  the 
former  born  in  1779,  the  latter  in  17S2. 

Thomas  Potter  was  a lace  manufacturer  in 
England,  and  inventor  of  pearl  edging;  but  on 
coming  to  this  country,  in  1832,  he  took  up  farm- 
i ing  pursuits  in  Mercer  county,  Ohio.  His  death 
! occurred  in  that  county  May  2,  1848.  He  was 
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twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth, 
he  had  seven  children:  Mary,  Ann,  Samuel, 

Lucy,  Maria,  John  and  Thomas.  By  his  second 
wife,  Esther  (Radford),  five  children  were  born, 
as  follows:  Dr.  Henry  Radford,  a physician, 

who  resided  near  Weston;  William,  who  died  in 
infancy;  William  B. , the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Hannah  B. ; and  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy. 

William  B.  Potter  obtained  a part  of  his  edu- 
cation in  England,  and,  after  coming  to  this 
country  with  his  parents,  worked  in  a printing 
office  in  Piqua,  Ohio,  for  two  years.  He  then 
worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  old,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  went 
to  Clark  county,  where  he  was  employed  some 
three  years.  He  then  returned  home,  and  buy- 
ing out  the  other  heirs  took  the  management  of 
the  home  place,  and  the  care  of  his  widowed 
mother,  who  died  in  1854.  In  1864  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Weston  township,  on  which  he  still  resides. 
This  place  has  been  well  improved  with  a hand- 
some residence,  capacious  barns,  granaries,  etc., 
and  here  Mr.  Potter  carries  on  general  farming. 
He  is  a man  of  broad  and  liberal  ideas,  progress- 
ive in  his  methods,  and  has  been  successful  in 
his  undertakings.  Well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  county,  he  has  a large  circle  of 
warm  friends,  who  throughly  appreciate  his  many 
good  qualities. 

Mr.  Potter  was  married  in  Mercer  county, 
Ohio,  in  1852,  to  Miss  Clarissa  Shipman,  who 
was  born  January  29,  1829,  and  ten  children 
have  blessed  their  union,  as  follows:  Thomas, 

born  October  28,  1853,  is  a farmer  in  Bellevue, 
Ohio;  Sarah  Jane,  born  February  11,  1855,  died 
January,  1885;  Henry  S.,  born  September  11, 
1856,  is  a farmer  in  Bellevue;  Lydia,  born  June 
17,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  J.  Barton,  a farmer  in 
Plain  township,  Wood  county;  Esther  S. , born 
May  5,  1859;  George  W.,  born  October  12,  1861, 
is  farming  on  the  old  homestead  (he  married 
Miss  Nettie  Revenaugh,  a lady  of  French  descent, 
and  they  have  one  child);  Harriet  L. , born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1863,  now  the  widow  of  Henry 

Abbott,  who  died  February  17,  1889;  MaryE. , 
born  December  6,  1 866,  died  April  6,  18S4; 

Plarmon,  born  April  6,  1868,  is  a fireman  on  the 
Wheeling  & Lake  Erie  railroad;  and  Cora  B., 
born  September  6,  1871.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  November  8,  1887.  She  was  a 
most  estimable  woman,  one  who  reared  her  large 
family  carefully,  and  devoted  her  life  to  the  in- 
terests of  her  household.  Mr.  Potter  is  a Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views,  has  held  the  office  of 
trustee  of  Franklin  township,  Mercer  county,  and 


has  served  as  school  director.  He  is  a consistent 
j member  of  the  Disciples  Church. 

J.  G.  Heltman,  a well-known  and  greatly 
respected  citizen  of  Prairie  Depot,  was  born  in 
Center  county,  Penn.,  November  24,  1831. 

When  he  was  six  years  old  his  parents,  Joseph 
and  Catherine  (Goldman)  Heltman,  moved  to 
Richland  (now  Ashland)  county,  the  journey  be- 
ing made  in  wagons.  In  the  latter  county  the 
father  bought  160  acres  of  land,  part  of  which 
was  improved,  on  which  he  built  a double  hewed- 
: log  house,  which  was  pretty  comfortable  for 
those  days,  and  there  reared  a family  of  eight 
children.;  In  his  earlier  days  he  was  a mill- 
wright and  a thorough  mechanic,  being  an  ex- 
pert in  that  line.  He  was  also  a cabinet  maker, 
and  when  his  older  daughters  were  married  he 
1 made  them  each  a set  of  furniture.  All  the  chii- 
! dren  grew  to  maturity,  and  four  sons  and  one 
daughter  are  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hek- 
i man  were  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 

They  both  died  in  Ashland  county,  he  at  the  age 
■ of  eighty-four  years,  and  she  when  ninety-five. 

}.  G.  Heltman,  our  subject,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Ashland 
county,  where  his  father  built,  on  his  farm,  the 
first  school  house  our  subject  ever  attended.  He 
worked  on  the  farm  and  hauled  wheat  for  his  fa- 
ther when  he  was  too  small  to  set  up  a sack  in 
| the  wagon.  x\t  home  he  remained  until  he  was 
twentv-one  years  old,  and  was  married,  in  Ash- 
land county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  W.  Wheeler,  who 
was  born  in  Rochester  township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Matilda  (Link: 
Wheeler.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Heltman  died 
when  the  latter  was  a child,  and  left  her  and  a 
i younger  sister,  who  were  reared  by  their  mater- 
nal grandfather,  Adam  Link,  a farmer  in  Ash- 
land county.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  Heltman  was 
educated  in  the  Union  school  in  Ashland,  and 
there  learned  dress-making  with  an  aunt,  which 
business  she  followed,  more  or  less,  for  thirty-five 
years. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  and  his  wife 
located  on  the  paternal  homestead,  where  he  fol- 
1 lowed  farming  until  the  spring  of  1 S 5 S , when  he 
moved  to  Osceola,  Crawford  county,  where  he 
bought  land  and  began  to  work  for  a home  of  his 
own.  On  that  place  he  lived  for  over  three 
; years,  and  then  moved  to  a farm  near  Annapolis. 

1 Crawford  county,  where  he  intended  going  into 
the  hardware  business,  but  changed  his  mind, 
and  farmed  for  two  years.  In  the  summer  of 
1861  he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Keller’s  company,  49th 
O.  V'.  I.,  and  went  to  Gabon  for  examination. 
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lint  was  rejected.  Not  satisfied,  however,  he 
made  application  before  the  examining 
board  at  Toledo,  but  was  again  rejected.  In  the 
spring  of  1863  he  came  to  Section  29,  Montgom- 
ery township,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land, 
fifteen  of  which  were  cleared.  His  house  was 
part  frame  and  part  hewed  logs,  and  there  he 
lived  for  three  and  a half  years;  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  as  his  health  was  poor,  he  went  to 
West  Independence,  Hancock  county,  and  en- 
gaged in  a general  merchandise  business.  In 
that  he  remained  for  three  years;  but  indoor 
work  did  not  agree  with  him,  so  he  returned  to 
his  farm  in  Wood  county,  which  tie  had  rented 
during  his  absence.  His  health  was  completely 
broken  down,  and  for  a year  or  more  he  was  un- 
able to  work.  Subsequently  he  bought  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  the  same  section,  and  built  a 
home,  where  he  lived  until  January  2,  1891, 
when  he  moved  to  Prairie  Depot,  at  which  place, 
in  1890,  he  had  built  the  finest  house  to  be 
seen  there.  At  one  time  he  was  engaged  in  the 
stock  business,  and  raised  many  fine  horses  and 
cattle. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heltman  are  as 
follows:  Leander,  who  died  when  thirteen  years 

old;  Ora  B.,  deceased  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Elmer  W . , who  lives  in  Toledo,  where  he  is  a 
well-known  specialist  and  physician,  and  a lec- 
turer in  the  Toledo  Medical  College;  Arthur  A., 
now  of  Prairie  Depot,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
general  merchandise  and  oil  business.  At  present 
our  subject  has  120  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is 
cleared  except  ten  acres.  He  has  one  of  the  best 
barns  in  the  township,  besides  a fine  horse-barn 
and  other  buildings,  all  of  which  are  in  excellent 
condition,  and  which  he  has  put  up  by  his  own 
means.  Mr.  Heltman  is  a Republican,  and  has 
served  as  township  assessor;  for  many  years  was 
president  of  the  board  of  education,  of  which  he 
has  been  a member  some  twenty  years.  He  and 
his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  he  has  been  an  elder,  trustee  and  for 
sixteen  years  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  has  always  been  liberal  in  his  sup- 
port of  all  Church  work,  and  was  active  in  build- 
ing the  one  at  Prairie  Depot.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  Prairie  Depot  Lodge  No.  646,  I.  O. 
O F. , and  was  one  of  the  committee  selected  to 
t-'rect  a monument  to  the  soldiers  of  Montgomery 
township,  at  Prairie  Depot,  the  design  chosen  be- 
ing the  one  selected  by  him.  He  is  a warm 
•rtend  of  better  education,  and  has  spent  a great 
deal  in  the  education  of  his  sons.  Withal  he  is 
an  honest  man  of  unquestionable  integrity,  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  his  vicinity. 
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A.  L.  Heminger,  an  esteemed  citizen  and 
; honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  now  practi- 
i cally  living  retired  upon  his  good  farm  of  fifty  acres 
in  Montgomery  township.  He  was  born  on  Jan- 
uary 24,  1S43,  in  Loudon  township,  Seneca  Co., 
Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Kiser)  Heminger.  He  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  which  then  were  not  as  pro- 
ficient as  at  the  present  day,  and  he  heartily  en- 
dorses the  great  improvements  that  have  been 
made  in  educational  institutions.  Like  most 
farmer  boys,  as  soon  as  large  enough,  he  began 
to  assist  in  the  labors  of  the  fields. 

While  calmly  employed  in  the  peaceful  voca- 
tion of  a farmer’s  life,  the  storm  of  war,  which 
had  been  gathering  for  so  many  years  over  our 
beloved  country,  broke,  and  bidding  adieu  to 
home  and  its  influences,  Mr.  Heminger  enlisted 
in  September,  1861,  in  Company  B,  55th  O.  V. 
I.,  under  Capt.  Bement,  and  first  took  part  in  the 
engagements  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He  was 
with  his  regiment  on  duty  continuously  until  after 
his  re-enlistment  in  1S64,  when,  in  August  of  that 
year,  he  was  taken  ill.  He  refused  to  go  to  the 
hospital,  and  instead  rode  in  the  wagon  of  a 
friendly  teamster.  Aflter  a few  weeks  absence  he 
rejoined  his  regiment,  and,  aside  from  detail  duty 
on  several  different  occasions,  he  remained  with 
the  command  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being 
discharged  in  July,  1865,  with  an  honorable  war 
record. 

Resuming  his  duties  as  a civilian,  Mr.  Hem- 
inger has  since  made  his  home  in  Montgomery 
township,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent 
1 near  Green  Springs,  in  Sandusky  county.  At  his 
! marriage  he  had  twenty-five  acres  of  land  in  Sec- 
1 tion  2 1 . but  rented  another  farm  in  Montgomery 
: township  for  one  year,  and  it  was  the  following 
1 two  years  that  he  passed  upon  a rented  farm  in 
Sandusky  county,  while  in  the  winter  seasons  he 
engaged  in  teaming.  Returning  to  Montgomery 
township,  he  lived  on  different  places  until  the 
spring  of  18S2,  when  he  purchased  twentv-seven 
1 acres  of  land  in  Section  22,  where  he  yet  resides, 
i and  now  has  fifty  acres  under  a high  state  ot 
; cultivation. 

On  December  26,  1867,  Mr.  Heminger  was 
married  in  Montgomery  township  to  Miss  Anna 
Peebles,  who  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio, 
in  April,  1S45,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Andrew 
j Peebles,  of  Perry  township,  Wood  county  To 
i this  worthy  couple  were  born  seven  children  - 
Lewis,  of  Bloomdale,  Ohio;  Albert,  at  home; 
Clara,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  Pierce,  of  Montgomery 
j township;  Leroy,  at  home;  May,  wife  of  William 
! Brown,  of  Perry  township,  Wood  county;  and 
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Charles  and  Ralph,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Hem- 
inger  has  been  called  npon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
his  faithful  wife,  who  died  April  i,  1890,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  at  Prairie  Depot. 

Physically,  Mr.  Heminger  has  been  nearly  a : 
wreck  since  the  war  ended,  and  is  compelled  to 
leave  the  operation  of  his  farm  to  his  sons.  He 
has  always  been  a stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
but  never  an  office  seeker,  and,  socially,  is  a prom- 
inent member  of  Petroleum  Lodge  No.  329,  K. 
of  P.,  and  Randall  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Prairie 
Depot,  in  which  he  has  served  as  junior  vice-com- 
mander. He  is  a well-known  and  highly  respected 
citizen,  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  community. 

Henry  Sternaman,  a leading  and  progressive 
farmer  of  Middleton  township,  is  a native  of 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  born  October  17,  1843, 
and  is  a son  of  Jonas  and  Maria  Sternaman. 
The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when 
nine  years  of  age  removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
where  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He 
afterward  took  up  his  residence  in  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  followed  contracting  and  build- 
ing, and  there  married  Maria  Gearhart,  also  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a daughter  of  John 
Gearhart.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Henry;  Cordelia,  widow  of  Daniel  Myers; 
Ellen,  wife  of  Enoch  Kramer:  Ettie,  wife  of 
Herbert  Cobb;  and  Addie,  who  died  in  childhood. 

In  1846  the  father  removed  with  his  family  to 
Troy  township,  Wood  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a small  farm,  and  where  he  continues  to 
reside.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1S94. 

Our  subject  was  only  three  years  old  when 
the  family  came  to  Wood  county.  He  received 
a very  limited  education  in  a log  school  house, 
but  his  training  at  farm  work  was  far  from 
meagre.  Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he 
gave  his  services  to  the  government  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  at  Woodville,  Ohio,  enlisted  in 
the  68th  O.  V.  I.,  under  command  of  Capt.  H. 

H.  Poe,  and  Col.  R.  K.  Scott.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Port  Gibson,  Jackson,  Champion 
Hills,  Black  River,  and  Vicksburg,  also  in  the 
siege  of  Atlanta,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  the 
memorable  march  to  the  sea.  He  afterward 
went  to  Washington,  where  he  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war.  On 
his  return  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Middleton  township,  which  he  cultivated  until 
1870,  when  he  purchased  a farm  in  Michigan, 
making  his  home  thereon  for  a year.  Returning 
to  Wood  countv,  he  bought  a farm  of  eightv  1 
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acres  in  Troy  township,  which  he  afterward  sold, 
and  became  the  owner  of  forty  acres  in  Middle- 


I ton  township — his  present  home.  This  he  has 
cleared  and  improved,  having  erected  a good  resi- 
I dence  and  barn,  and  he  now  has  one  of  the  well- 
equipped  country  homes  of  the  locality. 

Mr.  Sternaman  was  married  in  Troy  town- 
ship, in  1865,  to  Jane  Goodell,  who  was  born  in 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  in  October,  1846,  a daugh- 
ter of  Cyrus  and  Lucretia  (Studley)  Goodell. 
They  have  two  children,  Mary  E.,  born  Febru- 
ary 12,  1866,  wife  of  Lew  Ward:  and  Fred, 
born  September  23,  1870,  who,  in  1892,  married 
Katie  Munson,  who  was  born  at  Point  Pleasant, 
W.  Va.,  in  1874,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Caro- 
line (Rouch)  Munson.  Our  subject  has  served 
j as  township  trustee  for  four  years;  as  school 
director  seven  years;  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  township  board  of  education  He  belongs  to 
Middleton  Lodge  No.  7 86,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and 
Robert  Stewart  Post  No.  690,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Dunbridge.  His  diligence  and  good  management 
may  be  said  to  ha-\e  been  the  essential  factors  in 
his  success. 

John  P.  Tunison  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
business  men  of  Hull  Prairie,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  and  grain  deal- 
ing, and  is  also  agent  for  the  C.  H.  & D.  Rail- 
road Company.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  county, 
N.  Y.,  July  1,  1836,  a son  of  Thomas  Tunison. 
who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  was  a shoemaker 
by  trade.  He  married  Annie  Cole,  of  Seneca 
county,  N.  Y. , and  they  became  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Sarah  C.,  wife  of  William  Conk- 

ling,  of  Rochester,  X.  Y. ; Daniel  C.,  a farmer  of 
Michigan;  Susan  S.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Williams,  a 
retired  farmer  of  Nebraska;  John  P. ; Elizabeth, 
wife  of  C.  Crissey;  and  Ezra  C. , deceased.  In 
| 1848  the  father  removed  with  his  family  to  Lucas 
1 county,  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  farming  until 
1863,  >n  which  year  he  went  to  Michigan,  and 
there  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  18S6. 
in  which  year  both  he  and  his  wife  died,  he  at 
the  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  and  she  at  eighty- 
three  years,  having  lived  together  sixtv-seven 
years. 

Our  subject  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age 
when  the  family  emigrated  to  Lucas  countv,  and 
lie  was  there  educated,  completing  his  course  in 
the  high  school  at  Maumee.  He  then  taught 
! school  for  one  year.  After  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted,  August  2;.  1861,  in 
the  14th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Gen.  Steedman,  Capt 
Chase  commanding  the  company.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Stone  River.  Mill  Springs. 
Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Nashville. 
Mission  Ridge  and  Atlanta,  and  in  all  his  service 
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he  escaped  wounds,  but  had  a couple  of  very 
narrow  escapes  at  Chickamauga,  one  bullet  pass- 
ing through  his  hat  and  another  through  his 
pants.  He  served  as  a private,  being  some  ten 
months  on  detached  service,  at  Gen.  Thomas’ 
headquarters,  the  rest  of  the  time  with  his  regi- 
ment. He  secured  an  honorable  discharge  Sep- 
tember 1 1,  1864,  with  the  record  of  a faithful  and 
brave  soldier. 

Returning  to  his  father’s  farm  in  Michigan, 
Mr.  Tunison  continued  his  residence  in  that  State 
until  1883,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and 
has  since  engaged  in  general  merchandising  and 
grain  dealing.  He  is  straightforward  and  hon- 
orable in  all  his  business  transactions,  is  enter- 
prising and  far-sighted,  and  has  steadily  worked 
his  way  upward  to  a position  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  the  community.  For  several 
terms  he  has  served  as  school  director,  was  a 
member  of  the  township  board  of  education  for 
two  terms,  and  postmaster  two  terms,  discharg- 
ing his  duties  with  a promptness  and  fidelity  that 
won  him  high  commendation.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
its  work,  is  serving  as  deacon  and  trustee,  and 
has  been  both  teacher  and  superintendent  in  the 
Sunday-school. 

In  July,  1865,  Mr.  Tunison  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Ten  Brook,  a native  of 
Michigan,  and  their  children  are  Gertrude,  wife 
of  L.  I.  Brown,  a contractor  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; 
Lottie,  at  home;  and  Della,  wife  of  David  Parker, 
of  Bowling  Green.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  in  1881,  and  Mr.  Tunison,  in  1SS3,  wedded 
Mrs.  Elvina  C.  (Carpenter)  Brown,  widow  of 
H.  S.  Brown. 

William  R.  Walker,  a representative  of  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Dowling,  carrying  on  a 
general  store  at  that  point,  was  born  in  Webster 
township,  May  14,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  William 
and  Lydia  (Bowen)  Walker.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  also  pursued 
his  studies  at  Bowling  Green  and  Fostoria,  work- 
ing on  the  farm  at  intervals.  He  afterward  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  for  fourteen  years,  and 
was  a successful  educator,  giving  general  satis- 
faction. 

In  1891  Mr.  Walker  removed  to  Dowling, 
where  he  purchased  the  store  of  E.  S.  Townsend, 
a general  merchant  of  the  place.  He  now  car- 
ries a large  and  complete  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise, and  is  a successful,  energetic  business 
man,  who  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a large 


trade,  his  earnest  desire  to  please  his  patrons,  and 
his  honorable  dealing,  winning  him  a liberal 
: patronage.  He  is  also  the  popular  postmaster 
of  Dowling,  and  formerly,  during  President  Cleve- 
land’s first  administration,  held  the  same  position 
at  Scotch  Ridge  for  four  years.  His  political 
support  is  given  the  Democracy,  and  socially  he 
is  connected  with  Middleton  Lodge  No.  786, 
I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Dunbridge.  In  religious  belief 
he  is  a Methodist,  and  contributes  liberally  to  the 
support  of  the  Church,  and  to  all  enterprises  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

On  March  21,  1S88,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Walker  and  Miss  Amy  Grim,  daughter 
of  Jacob  .Gran,  the  ceremony  being  performed  at 
the  “Russell  House,”  in  Bowling  Green.  They 
have  three  children — Goldie,  born  September  14. 
1889;  Eulilee,  born  February  25,  1S91;  and 
Gerald  E. , born  August  12,  1894. 

John  PI.  Callin,  a prominent  and  leading 
farmer  of  Middleton  township,  was  born  in  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  August  10,  1840.  His  father, 
William  H.  Callin,  was  born  at  Cailinsburg, 
j Clarion  Co.,  Penn.,-  September  10,  1813,  and 
j was  the  fourth  son  in  a family  of  nine  children. 
He  was  an  industrious,  hard}',  persevering  man, 
possessing  great  physical  strength,  but  had  only 
! a limited  knowledge  of  books.  He  had  a mind  of 
1 keen  perception  and  sound  judgment,  and  was 
I well  fitted  for  pioneer  life.  In  1831  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Ashland  county,  Ohio. 

1 where  his  father  entered  a tract  of  land  from  the 
government,  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  locality.  William  Callin  aided  in  clearing 
and  improving  this  property,  and  finally,  on  the 
death  of  the  father,  in  paying  it  out  of  the  land 
office  and  receiving  title  (the  land  having  been 
entered  on  what  was  termed  the  ninety-nine-year 
lease).  In  1835,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  John  Barlin,  of  Ashland,  and  of  their  union 
were  born  eight  children,  the  eldest  and  youngest 
dying  in  infancy.  The  surviving  members  of  the 
family  are  Harriet,  widow  of  William  Sly,  of 
Bowling  Green;  John  H. ; James  M.,  and  George 
W. , both  of  Bowling  Green;  Hugh  H.  and  Zimri 
L.,  of  Pioneer,  Ohio. 

In  1849  William  Callin  removed  from  Ash- 
land county  to  Peru,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  locating 
on  a farm  of  eighty  acres  which  he  sold  in  1S60. 

I preparatory  to  his  removal  to  Wood  county. 

’ Here  he  settled  on  160  acres  of  land  in  Plain 
1 township,  and,  on  his  retirement  from  farming, 
j took  up  his  residence  in  Bowling  Green.  He 
was  an  exemplary  man,  of  high  Christian  char- 
acter, and  a consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  supported  the 
first  Republican  presidential  candidate,  John  C. 
Fremont,  and  was  ever  afterward  a stanch  advo- 
cate of  the  party.  His  death  occurred  in  Bowl- 
ing Green,  December  11,  1881.  His  widow 
still  makes  her  home  there,  and  is  now  in  her 
seventy-ninth  year. 

John  H.  Callin,  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  the 
eldest  son  of  the  family,  removed  with  his  father 
from  Ashland  to  Peru,  Ohio,  in  1849,  and  aided 
in  the  farm  work  during  the  summer  months, 
while  in  the  winter  he  attended  the  district 
school.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  a stu- 
dent in  the  Western  Reserve  Normal  School  at 
Milan,  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S61  removed 
with  the  family  to  Wood  county,  where,  in  the 
succeeding  autumn,  he  taught  his  first  district 
school.  Dismissing  his  pupils,  however,  in  the 
middle  of  the  term,  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty- 
first  Battery  of  the  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Capt. 
Patterson  commanding,  and  went  to  Camp  Den- 
nison. The  battery  was  ordered  to  West  Vir- 
ginia to  operate  against  Gen.  Williams,  and  Mr. 
Callin  was  placed  in  command  of  detachment  B 
of  the  battery,  which,  however,  was  soon  recalled 
to  Ohio,  to  oppose  Gen.  Morgan,  who  was  raid- 
ing through  the  southern  portion  of  the  State. 
The  battery  was  effectual  in  checking  this  raid, 
and  in  the  capture  of  Morgan’s  army  at  Pomeroy, 
Ohio;  1,600  prisoners  were  escorted  to  Cincin- 
nati under  the  Federal  guns,  and  Mr.  Callin  par- 
ticipated in  the  final  capture  of  Morgan.  The 
battery  was  afterward  sent  to  join  Gen.  Burn- 
side in  Tennessee,  and,  having  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Walker's  Ford,  Bean  Station, 
Strawberry  Plains  and  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  it 
built,  and  mounted  its  guns  on,  Fort  Dickinson. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  the  guns  were  removed  to 
the  State  House  yards,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where 
they  still  remain 

Mr.  Callin  received  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  army  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  May  27,  1865, 
and  immediately  returned  home.  He  then  en- 
tered Hillsdale  College  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  and, 
on  completing  the  course  there,  resumed  school 
teaching,  which  he  successfully  followed  for 
twenty-two  years,  being  an  educator  of  excellent 
ability. 

In  the  spring  of  1874  Mr.  Callin  married  Miss 
Amanda  L.,  the  eldest  daughter  of  William  Walk- 
er, a prosperous  farmer.  Her  father  is  now  liv- 
ng  at  Scotch  Ridge,  Ohio,  where  her  mother 
died  October  13,  1879.  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  were  born  seven  children — Leota,  who  died 
n infancy;  Byron  H.;  John  V.  I).;  Emma  B. ; 
George  Prentice;  Wells  M. ; and  Ray. 


After  residing  for  a number  of  years  in  Bowl- 
i ing  Green,  Mr.  Callin,  in  1887,  removed  to  Middle- 
i ton  township,  where  he  and  his  wife  have  im- 
proved and  beautified  their  pleasant  home  and 
farm.  He  here  owns  eighty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  is  now  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. In  1895  he  further  added  to  its  value  and 
attractive  appearance  by  erecting  a handsome 
residence  at  a cost  of  $2,000.  Through  industry, 
progressiveness  and  strict  application  to  business, 
he  has  one  of  the  best  cultivated  farms  in  Mid- 
1 dleton  township.  He  is  also  secretary  and  stock- 
holder of  the  Dunbridge  Elevator  Co.,  and  in 
business  circles  has  a most  enviable  reputation. 
He  and  .his  family  adhere  to  the  faith  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the 
office  of  trustee  for  a number  of  years,  and  has 
also  been  superintendent  of  various  Sunday- 
schools.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Robert 
Stewart  Post,  G.  A.  R. , in  which  he  has  filled 
with  ability  all  the  offices,  and  is  its  present  com- 
mander. His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Woman’s 
Relief  Corps.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
i lican,  having  been  identified  with  that  party  since 
; casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Genial  in  manner,  he  is  a popular  cit- 
j izen;  his  well-spent  life  and  genuine  worth  having 
\ gained  him  high  regard.  Always  cheerful  and 
! ready  to  surmount  the  common  struggles  of  life; 

rising  above  all  barriers  and  bridging  all  chasms. 

I he  feels  sure  to  arrive  at  the  summit.  With  un- 
tiring zeal  to  accomplish  the  grand  purpose  of 
life,  and  all  things  that  are  right,  he  is  led  by  an 
eye  of  faith  to  Christian  reward,  that  it  might  be 
said  of  him — “ Blessed  are  they  who  strive  to 
enter  in  at  the  straight  gate." 

J.  C.  Loy,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Perry  town- 
ship, was  born  December  25,  1840,  in  Big  Spring 
township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of 
1 Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Elarton)  Loy. 

His  grandfather  was  born  in  Germany,  and  at 
eighteen  years  of  age  came  to  the  United  States. 
He  taught  school  in  Virginia,  where  he  was  mar- 
red and  reared  a family  of  six  boys.  Abraham 
| was  born  in  Virginia,  where  he  was  obliged  to  go 
five  miles  to  school.  When  he  first  came  to 
Ohio  he  located  in  Franklin  county,  going  from 
there  to  Wyandot  county,  where  he  worked  in  a 
sawmill  owned  by  Judge  Carey.  Later  he  moved 
1 to  Big  Spring  township,  Seneca  county,  which 
! was  then  in  a primitive  condition,  and  here 
l bought  173  acres  of  land  for  $470.  Here  he 
I married  VI iss  Elizabeth  Elarton.  He  built  a 
1 cabin  on  his  land,  and  lived  there  until  the  spring 
! of  1869,  when  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
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x, tv -seven  years.  His  wife  died  six  years  later 
, j{j.»  Lick  township,  Hancock  county.  Their 

Hldren  were  eight  in  number,  three  of  whom  are 
, ow  living,  viz.:  fames,  in  Putnam  county, 

Ohio;  F.  Marion,  in  Hancock  county,  and  our 
subject.  Mrs.  Loy  was  a Methodist  in  her  re- 
Jr'ious  belief,  and  Mr.  Loy  belonged  to  the  Evan- 
elical  Church,  in  which  faith  he  died. 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  time,  and  although  his  opportunities  were 
fuvv  he  learned  rapidly.  Had  his  early  education 
been  better  he  would  not  have  been  a farmer.  As 
it  was  he  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  until  his 
enlistment,  September  4,  1861,  in  Company  U, 
49th  O.  V.  I.,  Col.  W.  H.  Gibson.  He  re- 
mained with  the  regiment,  and  participated  in  all 
the  battles  until  December  31,  1862,  when  he 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River  and 
taken  to  hospital,  where  he  remained  three 
months;  this  hospital  was  taken  by  Rebels  within 
three  minutes  after  our  subject  arrived.  His  in- 
jury consisted  of  a gunshot  wound  in  the  right 
elbow,  and  he  was  discharged  from  service  March 
27,  1863,  for  disability.  Returning  home,  he 
spent  one  summer  at  school  which  was  taught  by 
the  lady  who  afterward  became  his  wife — Miss 
Sarah  A.  Copley,  who  was  born  in  Wyandot 
county,  and  who  is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Copley.  The  marriage  took  place  in  Wyandot 
county,  October  12,  1864,  the  young  couple  go- 
ing to  house-keeping  on  a rented  farm,  near 
Adrian,  Seneca  county.  In  October,  1868,  they' 
moved  to  Andrew  county,  Mo.,  which  was  then 
a pioneer  section,  and  Mr.  Loy  bought  170  acres 
of  land.  Seven  years  they  lived  there,  four  of 
which  was  during  the  season  of  grasshoppers, 
when  those  insects  caused  such  great  destruction 
throughout  the  State.  That  venture  cost  our 
subject  $3,000  in  all.  For  six  weeks  at  a time 
He  did  not  have  the  price  of  a postage  stamp, 
which  condition  was  general  in  his  section.  In 
the  winter  of  1876  he  returned  to  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  for  five  years  a resident  on  Judge 
Carey’s  farm  of  1,240  acres,  at  Center.  Big  Liok 
township,  Hancock  county.  Here  it  was  that 
Mr.  [ -oy  “got  on  his  feet,”  and  when  he  left  the 
farm  he  came  to  Perry  township,  Wood  county, 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Sections  12 
and  13  in  the  spring  of  1882,  where  he  has  re- 
mained ever  since,  improving  the  farm  in  many 
ways  from  time  to  time.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loy 
nave  been  born  six  children,  namely:  Ulysses 

F. , who  lives  at  home;  Benjamin  B.,  a farmer  of 
beneca  countv;  Marian  O.,  who  died  when 
twenty-two  months  old;  Edward  W. , at  home; 
Effie  U.,  a dressmaker,  at  home;  and  Clara,  who 


; was  married  July  29,  1896,  to  H.  E.  Corfman, 
j an  estimable  gentleman  of  Wyandot  county,  Ohio, 
j and  they  are  now  living  near  McCutchenville,  that 
county. 

Politically,  Mr.  Loy  is  from  principle  a Pro- 
hibitionist, although  until  1888  he  affiliated  with 
j the  Republican  party7.  Pie  is  a member  of  the 
; County  Central  Committee,  and  is  representative 
for  Perry  township.  He  has  been  director  for 
District  No.  5,  and  is  a great  advocate  of  better 
education.  With  his  wife  he  is  a member  of  the 
Evangelical  Church,  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected thirty'-five  years,  holding,  during  that 
time,  various  offices.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  and  has  served  as  a dele- 
gate to  several  important  conventions  of  the 
Church.  He  also  belongs  to  the  P.  of  I.,  and 
was  at  one  time  agent  of  the  Phoenix  Insurance 
Co.  for  several  years.  Pie  is  a well-informed 
man,  being  an  extensive  reader,  is  a good  ccn- 
i versationalist,  and  a popular  citizen. 

Henry  Goodexough  is  a native  of  England, 
having  been  born  in  Wiltshire,  September  20, 
1842,  where  his  parents,  Robert  and  Ruth  Lim- 
erick) Goodenough,  were  also  born.  His  father 
was  a stone  cutter  by  trade,  and  came  to  Ameri- 
j ca  in  the  spring  of  1849,  locating  in  Greenfield, 
Huron  county,  where  he  died  when  our  subject 
was  twelve  yrears  old.  His  wife  died  in  Bowling 
Green  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  She  was  a 
Baptist,  and  he  was  a member  of  the  Church  of 
England.  They  had  five  children  who  grew  to 
maturity:  Henry,  our  subject;  Harriet,  the  wife 
of  William  Buvinger,  of  Bowling  Green;  Thomas, 
living  in  Weston  township,  Wood  county;  Liza 
Ann,  wife  of  James  Carr,  of  Plain  township; 
Esther,  who  died  when  about  sixteen  years  old. 

Henry  Goodenough  came,  with  his  mother, 
to  America  in  the  fall  of  1849,  landing  in  New 
York.  He  was  but  a boy,  and  his  first  employ- 
ment, in  England,  was  keeping  birds  off  wheat- 
fields  with  a rattle-box.  He  lived  with  his  par- 
ents in  Huron  county7  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
123d  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  in  the  army  of  the  Po- 
tomac for  three  years,  lacking  one  month.  He 
I entered  on  August  19,  1862,  and  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing battles:  Romney  Station,  Winchester. 

Snicker’s  Gap,  Cross  Keys,  below  Stanton; 
Lynchburg,  Va. ; Cedar  Creek,  under  Phil  Sheri- 
den;  Strasburg,  under  Sigel;  and  Winchester, 
under  Gen.  Crook;  he  was  in  the  grand  charge  of 
Grant  on  the  assault  round  the  rear  of  Peters- 
burg, and  was  in  the  last  battle  of  High  Ridge, 

I where  he  went  on  a scouting  expedition,  reaching 


■ 


' 


■ 

. 


wool)  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


920' 


there  at  daylight,  when  the  enemy  charged,  and 
he  was  taken  prisoner  with  the  rest.  This  was 
just  four  days  before  Lee’s  surrender,  during 
which  time  he  was  a prisoner,  and  was  then  let 
go  on  parole  at  the  same  time  as  was  Lee’s  army. 
He  was  a private  all  through  the  war,  and  was  at 
one  time  detailed  for  blacksmith  service — which 
trade  he  had  learned  when  young.  After  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  went  bact  to  Huron  county, 
but  found  that  his  parents  had  moved  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  also  went. 

On  January  15,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Coen,  who  was  born  in  Plain  township, 
October  20,  1847.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Hattie  May  (wife  of  Edwin  Russell,  of 

Bowling  Green),  Ruth,  Sarah,  Harry  and  Walter. 
The  eldest  daughter  attended  school  at  Findlay, 
and  another  daughter  is  now  attending  school  at 
Bowling  Green.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Good- 
enough  settled  in  his  present  home,  where  he  is 
occupied  in  general  farming.  He  has  143  acres 
of  land,  on  which  are  located  five  oil  wells,  and 
he  has  also  a one-half  interest  in  five  other  wells 
on  leased  land.  He  has  not  leased  his  land  and 
oil  interests,  as  most  of  the  farmers  in  the  town- 
ship do,  but  has  drilled  and  developed  all  his  own 
wells,  and  is  now  one  of  the  successful  operators 
in  his  section  of  the  county.  His  first  well 
flowed  for  three  months. 

Socially,  Mr.  Goodenough  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  G.  A.  R.  In  religious  con- 
nection, he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and 
though  he  is  not  what  might  be  termed  a politi- 
cian, he  has  held  many  offices  of  trust;  he  was 
trustee  three  terms, and  school  director  for  fifteen 
years,  always  taking  great  interest  in  local  edu- 
cational affairs. 

Nathaniel  Fife.  The  name  of  this  gentle- 
man is  both  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out Wood  county,  and  he  has  been  an  honored 
resident  of  Bloom  township  since  pioneer  days. 
He  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  was  born  in  Cecil 
township,  Washington  Co.,  Penn.,  on  July  5, 
1827,  to  John  and  Anna  (Hill)  Fife.  Accompa- 
nied by  his  brother,  John,  the  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, William  Fife,  came  from  Scotland-  to  the 
New  World  before  the  Revolutionary  war,  in 
which  struggle  they  aided  the  Colonics  in  secur- 
ing their  independence.  Both  the  grandfather 
and  the  father  of  our  subject  died  in  Washington 
county.  In  the  family  of  the  latter  were  eight 
children  who  grew  to  adult  age,  namely:  Will- 

iam, John,  James,  Thomas,  Robert.  Nathaniel, 
Margaret  and  Andrew. 


Our  subject  received  his  education  at  the  sub- 
| scription  schools,  held  in  rude  log  buildings,  with 
puncheon  floors  and  furnished  with  primitive 
wooden  benches.  As  a farmer  he  was  reared  to 
manhood,  and  on  reaching  maturity  was  married 
September  7,  1848,  to  Miss  Letitia  Harsha,  of 
! Chartiers  township,  Washington  Co.,  Penn.,  a 
daughter  of  John  Harsha.  For  one  year  the 
: young  couple  lived  with  his  father,  after  which 
Mr.  Fife  rented  land  in  his  native  county  until 
1854,  when  in  November  of  that  year  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  where  he  and  his  brother  William 
had  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  3 1 . Bloom 
township.  Our  subject  became  sole  owner  of 
100  acres  of  the  amount,  on  which  he  still  makes 
his  home.  Only  ten  acres  had  ever  been  cleared, 

| but  it  was  then  as  badly  covered  with  brush  and 
timber  as  the  remainder.  The  land  was  then  dry, 
but  in  the  spring  it  was  mostly  covered  with 
water,  and  where  now  is  one  of  his  best  and  most 
productive  fields,  at  one  time  was  good  fishing 
ground,  catfish  being  caught  there  a foot  long. 
On  April  1,  1855,  he  brought  his  family,  which 
. then  consisted  of  his  wife  and  three  children,  to 
Bloom  township,  and  they  made  their  temporary 
home  with  Andrew  Campbell,  a neighbor  and 
relative,  who  had  once  lived  in  Washington  coun- 
ty, Penn.  Clearing  away  the  trees,  Mr.  Fife 
\ erected  his  first  dwelling,  18x20  feet,  of  hewed 
' logs,  and  in  the  fall  it  was  ready  for  occupancy. 

By  his  first  marriage  he  became  the  father  of 
i six  children,  namely:  John  B.,  of  Bairdstown; 

William  H.,  who  died  in  Bloom  township;  James 
T. , of  North  Baltimore;  Mary  E.,  a native  of 
Wood  county,  who  married  John  M.  Wright, 

| and  died  in  McComb,  Ohio;  Esther  A.,  now  Mrs. 

; Thomas  Patterson,  of  McComb,  and  Andrew  T. , 

; who  is  sergeant-major  in  the  2d  United  States 
I Cavalry,  stationed  at  Fort  Wingate,  N.  M.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  August  29,  1S65, 
and  was  buried  in  Van  Buren  cemetery,  Hancock 
i county.  On  September  26,  1867,  Mr.  Fife  was 
: married  in  Van  Buren,  to  Frances  J.  Presler. 
widow  of  Samuel  Presler.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  November  20,  1830. 
and  is  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Nancy  Bovard 
Bayless,  who  became  pioneers  of  Big  Lick  town- 
| ship,  Hancock  county,  in  1 S 3 S . Three  children 
grace  this  union:  Robert  H.,  at  home;  Cassan- 

dra E. , now  Mrs.  Oscar  Marvin,  of  Findlay, 
Ohio;  and  Emma  L..  now  Mrs.  J.  F.  Laden,  of 
Toledo. 

On  buying  his  land,  Mr.  Fife  was  obliged  to 
go  in  debt  for  it  but,  being  young  and  robust,  he 
went  to  work  with  a resolute  will  and  soon  ii  ul  it 
1 free  from  encumbrance.  By  clearing,  draining. 
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and  otherwise  improving  his  land,  he  has  made  it 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township,  on  which 
are  seen  substantial  buildings  and  all  the  acces- 
sories of  a model  farm.  On  May  2,  1864,  he 
joined  the  Home  Guards,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany E,  144th  O.  V.  I.  From  Camp  Chase  the 
troops  were  sent  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  where 
they  did  guard  duty  until  discharged  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  at  the  expiration  of  the  one  hundred 
days  for  which  they  had  enlisted.  Mr.  Fife  now 
holds  membership  with  Erie  Post  No.  1 10, 
G.  A.  R. , of  Bloomdale.  His  political  support 
is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously 
he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Van  Buren,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio. 

Joseph  X.  Durliat  was  born  near  Niagara 
Falls,  on  the  Canada  side,  May  28,  1S5S,  and  is 
of  French  lineage.  The  founder  of  the  family  in 
America  was  Xavier  Durliat,  a native  of  Alsace, 
France,  who  with  his  family  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  Canada,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  re- 
maining days.  The  father  of  our  subject.  Joseph 
Durliat,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Alsace,  in  1S30,  and 
when  fifteen  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents 
to  America.  Pie  was  married  in  Canada  to 
Magdalena  Trendali,  who  was  born  in  that  coun- 
try in  1837,  and  there  he  followed  farming  for 
many  years.  In  1S65  he  brought  his  family  to 
Ohio,  taking  up  his  residence  on  a tract  of  wild 
land  in  Jackson  township,  Wood  county,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  In  his  busi- 
ness undertakings,  principally  sawmilling,  he  was 
quite  successful,  and  accumulated  520  acres  of 
valuable  land.  He  passed  away  in  1889,  but  his 
widow  is  still  living  in  Custar.  The  following 
named  constituted  their  family — Joseph  X.;  Mary 
Ann,  wife  of  Joseph  Metzger,  of  Custar;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Peter  Louy,  of  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Regina,  wife  of  Henry  Wentzink,  of  Henry  coun- 
ty, Ohio;  Frank  X.,  of  Custar;  John  M.,  a farm- 
er, of  Milton  township;  Henry,  of  Custar ; Charles, 
w ho  is  living  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Martin 
and  Louis,  who  are  also  residents  of  Custar. 

Mr.  Durliat,  of  this  review,  spent  the  first 
'even  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  land,  and 
'hen  came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  Jackson  township,  and 
as  soon  as  old  enough  to  handle  the  plow  h is 
'raining  at  farm  labor  began.  He  also  worked  in 
his  father’s  sawmill  in  Jackson  township. 

In  1880  Mr.  Durliat ‘was  united  in  marriage 
m Custar  with  Miss  Emma  Metzger,  who  was 
horn  in  Dunreath,  Iowa,  April  4,  1S61.  Their 
"uion  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children,  name- 


: ly:  Joseph  B. , William  PI.,  Fred  M.,  Magda- 

lena J.,  Mary  E.,  Lawrence  M.  and  Agnes  L. 
j Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durliat,  after  their  marriage,  lived 
for  one  year  in  Jackson  township,  and  then  lo- 
cated on  their  present  farm,  comprising  seventy- 
six  acres,  which  is  a part  of  the  estate  left  by  his 
father.  In  1 SS 1 he  erected  his  present  residence, 
and  now  his  entire  time  and  attention  is  devoted 
to  his  business  interests,  which  he  is  capably  and 
successfully  managing.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  has  served  for  two  years  as  supervisor. 
Pie  belongs  to  St.  Louis  Catholic  Church  of 
Custar,  and  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  its 
work. 

T.  J.  Mearing,  who  is  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed residents  of  Plain  township,  where  he  is 
j recognized  as  a man  of  integrity,  good  judgment, 
and  also  honored  as  a brave  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  is  one  of  the  many  citizens  of  foreign 
birth  who  have  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Wood  county.  Mr. 

| Mearing  is  a native  of  Cheltenham,  England. 

where  he  was  born  January  30,  1838.  PJis  par- 
; ents,  James  and  Isabella  (Wiley)  Mearing,  were 
natives  of  the  same  country,  the  former  born  in 
1808,  and  the  latter  in  1S07.  Their  family  com- 
prised six  children,  namely:  Sarah,  who  mar- 

ried Thomas  Sessor,  and  died  at  Newark,  Ohio; 
Martha,  the  widow  of  James  Drake,  is  living  in 
Bloomington,  111.;  T.  J.,  the  subject  of  this 
j sketch;  Emma,  who  married  Charles  Hartkorn, 
and  died  at  Wabash.  Ind.  ; Mary  Ann  became  the 
wife  of  William  Hahn,  and  died  in  Peoria,  Ind.  ; 
Charles  lives  in  Miami  county,  Ind. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  when  our 
- subject  was  about  eight  years  old,  in  1846,  the 
family  having  come  to  America  in  1843.  The 
father  had  been  a coachman  in  the  old  country, 

: and  followed  the  same  occupation  after  locating 
in  Newark,  Licking  Co.,  Ohio,  being  in  the  serv- 
ice of  Nathaniel  B.  Hogg.  In  (854,  some  years 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  removed  to  In- 
diana, and  purchased  a farm  in  Miami  count}  , on 
which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Both 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  were  estimable  people.  On  the  death  of  his 
mother,  our  subject  and  his  sister  Martha  were 
bound  out  to  a man  living  at  Utica,  Ohio,  with 
whom  they  were  to  remain  until  of  age..  The 
death  of  the  latter's  wife  set  them  free,  but  his 
sister  was  induced  to  remain  with  the  family. 
The  gentleman  married  again,  and  our  subject  re- 
turned to  him.  remaining  there  some  >1-  In 
this  home  the  two  children  were  always  treated 
as  if  they  were  children  of  the  family,  their  pro- 
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tector,  a wealthy  stockman,  being  a genial, 
kindly  man,  able  to  provide  abundantly  for  them. 
Two  years  after  his  second  marriage  he  died,  and 
thus  what  had  been  more  a home  to  our  subject 
and  his  sister  than  their  own  father's  house,  was 
broken  up. 

Mr.  Clearing  then  worked  on  a farm  during  j 
the  summers  and  attended  school  in  the  winter 
time  until  the  latter  part  of  1859,  when  he  went 
to  Miami  county  to  visit  his  father.  He  was  not 
pleased  with  the  country,  and  went  on  to  Illinois  | 
and  stopped  at  Monticello,  Piatt  county,  where  1 
he  worked  at  various  occupations  until  July  27, 
1802,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  107th 
Illinois  Infantry,  to  defend  the  stars  and  stripes 
against  the  Rebels  of  the  Confederacy.  He  en- 
listed as  a private,  but  was  made  duty  sergeant 
before  any  active  service  was  seen.  Soon  after- 
ward he  became  orderly  sergeant,  and  filled  this  I 
position  throughout  his  three-years'  service,  re- 
ceiving his  honorary  commission  of  second  lieu- 
tenant at  the  time  of  his  discharge.  Among  the 
important  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
were  those  of  Franklin,  Tenn. ; Nashville;  siege 
and  battle  of  Knoxville;  and  skirmishes  all  the 
way  from  Strawberry  Plains  to  Nashville. 

After  his  return  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Mearing  worked 
by  the  month  on  a farm  for  a short  time,  and  then 
went  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  married,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Cook,  who  was 
born  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  March  3,  1847.  Of 
this  union  three  children  have  been  born;  Ber- 
tha, wife  of  Frank  Hughes,  of  Plain  township; 
Pearl  and  Frank,  both  of  whom  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Mearing  lived  in  Indiana  until  1882,  when 
he  removed  to  Wood  county.  In  his  earlier 
years  he  was  a Democrat  in  principle,  but  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  has  voted  the  Republican  ticket  ever  since. 

It  is  one  of  his  most  gratifying  remembrances 
that  he  once  met  the  martyred  President  at  his 
home,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  shaking  hands 
with  him.  Mr.  Mearing  is  a member  of  the  G. 

A.  R. , and  is  justly  proud  of  his  war  record. 
He  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed  in  the 
community,  and  is  a public-spirited  and  loyal 
citizen. 

Lorin  Thompson  is  a retired  farmer,  who, 
after  a well-spent  life,  is  now  resting  from  busi- 
ness cares  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil.  He  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  March  30,  1821,  and  is  a son  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Cook)  Thompson,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Rhode  Island,  the  latter  of  Connecticut. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Rhode  Island, 


j and  to  them  were  born  twelve  children,  namelv: 
Reuben,  Sally,  Hannah,  Washington,  William, 
Rial,  Lewis,  Wealthy,  Lurnan,  Johial,  Phoebe 
and  Lorin.  The  father  died  in  Michigan,  and 
the  mother’s  death  occurred  in  Wisconsin. 

Our  subject  attended  school  and  worked  on 
the  home  farm  in  Pennsylvania  during  his  boy- 
hood days,  continuing  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age.  He  then  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed  until 
1864,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and 
located  on  forty  acres  of  land  covered  with 
timber  and  water.  This  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved, and  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm 
by  the  additional  purchase  of  100  acres.  The 
wild  land  was  transformed  into  a rich  and  valu- 
able tract,  and  by  his  energetic  efforts  and  good 
business  ability  he  acquired  a handsome  com- 
petence, which  now  enables  him  to  lay  aside  all 
business  cares. 

In  Erie-xounty,  Penn.,  in  1S4S,  ?\Ir.  Thomp- 
son was  united  in  marriage  with  Alvia  Wright,  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  a daughter 
of  Nirum  and  Polly  (Allen)  Wright,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  children,  as  follows;  Rosina,  Rus- 
sel, Roxana,  Laura,  Alvah,  Alvira,  and  Henry. 
Mr.  Thompson  has  the  high  esteem  of  his  fellow 
townsmen,  for  he  is  a man  of  sterling  worth  and 
strict  integrity. 

Nirum  Wright,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son, died  at  Jerry  City,  this  county,  and  the 
death  of  his  wife  Polly,  occurred  at  North  East. 
Erie  Co. . Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  Huffman.  Among  the  representative 
citizens  of  Washington  township,  none  stands 
higher  than  the  subject  of  this  review,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  tile. 
He  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Dauphin 
county,  August  3,  1834,  a son  of  John  and  Nancy 
Huffman,  both  born  in  Pennsylvania,  the  father 
in  1808,  the  mother  in  1813. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  at  the 
public  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  and  then  com- 
menced to  learn  the  trade  of  a tailor,  which  he 
followed  some  four  years.  In  1850,  when  six- 
teen years  old,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Weston  township,  on  a partially-im- 
proved farm,  which  he  assisted  in  clearing  and 
improving.  After  his  marriage,  which  event  will 
be  spoken  of  presently,  he  bought  eighc\  acre- 
j of  wild  land,  and  at  once  set  to  work  to  improve 
; it.  In  1862  he  built  a log  house,  into  which  h< 
and  his  wife  moved,  and  he  has  since  added  u 
his  property  until  his  farm  now  consists  of  iq<* 
1 acres,  all  well-improved,  besides  land  in  Lucas 
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- ounty  and  in  the  West.  In  1882  he  erected 
his  tiie  and  brick  factory,  the  second  in  Wash- 
township,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
managed,  finding  a ready  sale  for  his  products  in 
Wood  and  adjoining  counties.  In  this  enterprise 
he  employs  from  six  to  twelve  hands.  He  is  en- 
terprising and  industrious,  and  his  honest  deal- 
ing and  straightforward  business  methods  have 
won  him  a liberal  patronage.  He  is  also  en- 
gaged in  stock  dealing-,  selling  in  Buffalo  and 
Eastern  markets. 

In  1858  Mr.  Huffman  was  married  in  New 
York  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Kraus,  a native  of  that 
State,  born  in  1839,  daughter  of  Melchior  and 
Elizabeth  (Letwyler)  Kraus.  Her  father,  -who 
was  a farmer,  was  born  in  Wurttemberg,  Ger- 
many, whence,  when  eighteen  years  old,  he  came 
to  America.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land, and  was  fourteen  years  old  when  she  came 
to  this  country;  both  her  parents  died  on  the 
voyage,  leaving  four  children  on  the  ship  without 
any  means;  but  when  they  landed  in  Philadel- 
phia, they  found  homes.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Huffman  died  November  10,  1884,  the  father,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  on  August  iS,  1885,  in 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.  They  had  a family  of  five 
children:  Anna  (Mrs.  Shiffley),  living  in  Ohio; 

John,  a farmer  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  a member 
of  the  Legislature,  and  holding  other  prominent 
positions;  Fannie  (Mrs.  Stutzman),  also  of  Erie 
county;  Susan  (Mrs.  Rupp),  of  Lucas  county; 
and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Huffman).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Huffman  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have 
an  adopted  son,  who  is  nineteen  years  of  age,  and 
was  four  years  old  w'hen  adopted.  During  the 
Civil  war,  Mr.  Huffman  served  as  a member  of 
Company  B,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Black 
and  Col.  Miller.  Politically  he.  is  a Republican, 
and  for  several  years  he  served  his  township  as 
supervisor  and  trustee,  discharging  his  duties 
with  strictest  fidelity. 

Andrew  Burditt  is  a representative  of  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Wood  county, 
and  was  born  in  Washington  township,  July  3, 

1 B 5 5 , his  parents  being  Greenburv  and  Martha 
(Grey)  Burditt.  The  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  afforded  him  his  educational  priv- 
fioges,  and  at  the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  be- 
gan the  work  of  clearing  land,  thus  aiding  in  the 
development  of  his  father's  farm.  His  early 
years  formed  a period  of  labor,  but  he  developed 
thereby  a self-reliant  spirit  and  force  of  charac- 
ter th.it  have  been  important  factors  to  him  in 
his  business  career.  In  187911c  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  and  for  three  vears  owned  and 
59 


operated  the  Van  Tassel  farm,  which  he  then 
sold  and  bought  sixty  acres  of  the  Chubb  farm, 
which,  when  he  had  improved  it,  he  traded  for 
forty  acres  of  the  eighty-two  where  he  now  re- 
sides, receiving  the  other  forty-two  for  taking 
care  of  his  parents.  The  same  he  has  placed 
; under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

O11  November  11,  1878,  was  celebrated  the 
i marriage  of  Mr.  Burditt  and  Miss  Clara  Coleman, 
who  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  in  i860, 
i They  have  two  children — Georgie  and  Frankie, 
j They  hold  membership  with  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  Mr.  Burditt  gives  his  political  sup- 
( port  to  the  Republican  party.  The  true  worth  of 
his  character  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  for  the 
past  five  years  he  has  supported  his  parents,  of 
whom  it  will  be  interesting  in  this  connection  to 
note  something  further. 

Greenbury  Burditt,  who  is  now  living  with 
Andrew,  was  born  May  1,  1818,  near  St.  Clairs- 
villc,  Belmont  Co.,  Ohio.  His  parents,  William 
and  Ruth  (Fitzgerald)  Burditt,  were  natives  of 
Montgomery  county,  Md.,  and  were  of  English 
and  Welsh  lineage.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Elias,  deceased,  who  was  a resident 

of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio;  James,  who  resides  in 
Washington  township;  William,  who  served  in 
the  Mexican  war,  and  was  killed  by  a horse  in 
Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio;  Meletha,  who  became 
the  wife  of  John  W.  Tullis,  and  died  in  Hardin 
county,  Ohio;  Tamzon,  deceased  wife  of  John 
Peters,  of  Tuscarawas  county;  and  Bentley,  who 
was  wounded  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war. 
and  died  in  Tuscarawas  county.  The  parents  ot 
this  family  also  passed  away  in  that  county,  and 
of  the  children  only  Greenbury  is  now  living. 
He  obtained  the  greater  part  of  his  education  by 
the  side  of  the  home  fireplace  in  Belmont  county, 
and  in  the  subscription  schools.  When  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to  Tus- 
i carawas  county,  where  he  remained  for  four 
years.  At  the  age  of  twentv-two  he  went  to  Port 
I Clinton,  where  he  was  employed  on  his  brother  s 
farm  for  four  years,  and  then  leased  a tract  of 
land  on  which  he  located. 

He  was  married  September  12,  1841,  to 
Margaret  Bowlus.  They  had  three  children,  two 
of  whom  died  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  Lewis 
Hanson  and  George,  William  H.  Burditt.  of 
Washington  township,  being  the  survivor.  The 
mother  died  in  1847,  and  the  following  year  Mr. 
Burditt  married  Martha  Ann  Gray,  by  whom  he 
had  eight  children:  Maletha  Ann,  wife  of  Lau- 

rence Long;  Lucy  Ann,  wife  of  Zahm  Stevens; 
Andrew;  Martha  jane,  wife  of  William  Dig  by 
Maggie,  wife  of  Newton  Petteys;  Levi,  who  died 
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in  infancy;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  L.  S.  Woodruff, 
a minister  of  the  U.  B.  Church,  and  Greenbury. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Burditt  came  with  his  family  to 
Wood  county,  and  after  renting  land  for  a time 
purchased  seventy-eight  acresf  Of  this  he  re- 
tained possession  of  thirty-eight  acres  for  some 
time,  then  traded  it  for  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
the  river,  to  which  he  afterward  added  another 
eighty-acre  tract.  Later  he  traded  a portion  of 
this  for  eighty-two  acres,  the  farm  which  Andrew 
now  occupies,  and  later  increased  its  size  by  the 
additional  purchase  of  120  acres  His  property 
he  has  divided  among  his  children,  thus  aiding 
them  in  getting  a start  in  life. 

Mr.  Burditt  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
William  Henry  Harrison,  and  on  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  joined  its  ranks.  His 
sons  have  also  given  their  stalwart  support  to  its 
principles.  He  has  served  as  supervisor  and 
school  director  for  several  terms,  acceptably  dis- 
charging his  duties.  His  has  been  a noble  and 
honorable  life.  For  more  than  fifty  years  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  has  a life  membership  in  the  Bible  Society  of 
Bowling  Green. 

John  W.  Hamlin,  a worthy  representative  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Wood  county,  was 
bora  in  Marion  township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio, 
March  28,  1857.  There  his  father  was  born  in 
1830,  and  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  wedded  Mary  Cork- 
rell,  also  a native  of  the  same  county.  The 
mother’s  death  there  occurred  in  1865.  Her 
children  were  as  follows:  Susan,  wife  of  Dennis 

Sloan,  of  Michigan;  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Full- 
vviler,  of  Hancock  county;  Isaac,  of  Hancock 
county;  John  W. ; Samuel,  a farmer  of  Hancock 
county;  David,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  and  Margaret, 
wife  of  Sherman  Powell,  of  Hancock  county. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  the  father  married 
Deborah  Long,  widow  of  John  Hidecker,  and  by 
this  union  were  bora  five  children,  namely: 
William,  of  Wood  county;  Theodore,  of  Findlay; 
Fred,  of  Wingston,  Wood  county;  Sadie  and  Net- 
tie. The  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Hamlin, 
was  a.  native  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  emi- 
grated to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and  subse- 
quently to  Hancock  county. 

Mr.  Hamlin,  of  this  sketch,  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  and  during  vacation 
worked  in  a handle  and  stave  factory,  also  as  a 
farm  hand.  During  four  years  of  his  life  he  was 
employed  as  an  engineer  in  a sawmill,  but  with 
t fie  exception  of  that  period  has  always  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  married  in  Find- 
lay, Hancock  county,  December  s,  iSSi,  to  Miss 


Ella  Powell,  who  was  born  in  Liberty  township, 
that  county,  June  [5,  1S61,  a daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Caroline  (Dotson)  Powell,  both  natives  of 
Ohio,  the  former  born  in  Fairfield,  and  the  latter 
in  Allen  county.  The  father  was  only  about  six 
years  old  when  his  parents  went  to  Hancock 
county,  and  he  is  now  a prosperous  farmer  there. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1878. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamlin  have  been  five  chil- 
dren— Ellsworth  J.,  born  June  6,  1883;  Emerson 
Kenneth,  bora  April  2,  1885;  Howard  Elroy,  born 
July  9,  188S;  Florence  Ermo,  born  December  20, 
1890;  and  Edna  May,  born  January  14,  1893. 
The  parents  began  their  domestic  life  on  a fifty- 
one-acre  farm  in  Hancock  county,  but  after  a 
year  Mr.  Hamlin  sold  that  property  and  came  to 
Wood  county,  where  he  purchased  eighty-one 
acres  in  Henry  township.  This  is  improved  with 
a good  house  and  barns,  is  fenced  and  tiled,  and 
the  well-tilled  fields  indicate  the  care  and  super- 
vision of  the  owner,  who  is  an  energetic,  wide- 
awake farmer,  owing  his  success  in  life  to  his  own 
enterprise.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in 
religious  belief  he  is  a Methodist. 

Frank  Snyder,  a retired  capitalist  and  farm- 
er of  North  Baltimore,  is  a native  of  Lehigh 
county,  Penn. , born  January  9,  1846.  His  father, 
Peter  Snyder,  was  born  in  the  same  county,  in 
1822,  and  died  in  1895.  He  was  a stonemason 
and  farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife,  Rebecca 
(Weaver),  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1827, 
and  died  in  1882.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grand- 
father, Peter  Snyder,  was  born  in  Lehigh  county. 
Penn.,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  was  over  seventy  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  maternal  grandfather,  James  Wea- 
ver, and  his  father,  Jacob  Weaver,  were  both  of 
old  Pennsylvania  stock.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  one  of  five  children,  the  others  being: 
Nathan,  now  living  in  Lehigh,  Penn.  ; Levi,  who 
died  after  attaining  manhood;  Edwin,  who  now 
lives  in  Wood  county,  and  Mantana,  who  mar- 
ried H.  Kunkle,  and  lives  in  Lehigh  countv. 

Mr.  Snyder  passed  the  early  part  of  his  life  in 
his  native  county,  remaining  on  his  father’s  farm 
until  twenty-one  years  old,  and  securing  in  the 
meantime  a limited  education.  He  then  moved 
to  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  where  he  stayed  about 
eight  months,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning 
to  his  home  in  Pennsylvania.  He  made  several 
trips  between  Mahoning  and  Lehigh  counties, 
and  finally,  in  1869,  settled  in  Henry  township. 
Wood  county.  He  engaged  in  the  sawmilling 
business,  as  it  was  the  only  possible  means  of 
making  money  at  that  time,  was  successful  in  his 
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venture,  and  purchased  land  in  Liberty  township 
on  which  he  built  a comfortable  home.  He  re- 
tired in  1891,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  North  Baltimore,  where  he  owns  a 
block,  among  other  interests  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion in  detail.  He  also  has  160  acres  of  land  in 
Liberty  township. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  married,  November  2,  1869, 
to  Lucy  Brobst,  who  was  born  in  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  October  16,  1842.  She  is  a 

daughter  of  Daniel  and  Magdalena  (Fulhveiler) 
Brobst,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  1798, 
and  died  in  1S94;  the  latter  was  born  in  1797, 
and  died  in  1858.  They  had  ten  children,  six 
now  living,  of  whom  Mrs.  Snyder  is  the  youngest. 
Mrs.  Snyder  has  one  daughter,  Belle,  born  in 
1863,  who  now  resides  in  Alma,  Mich.  Our 
subject  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  He 
is  one  of  the  leading  men  in  Wood  county,  and 
does  everything  in  his  power  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  his  community.  A man  of  upright  pur- 
poses and  conscientious  principles,  he  commands 
the  respect  of  all  who  known  him. 

William  A.  Kinney,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist of  Grand  Rapids  township,  was  born  July 
24,  1842,  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio.  Abraham 
Kinney,  his  father,  was  born  in  Berks  county, 
Penn.,  February  4,  1806,  of  Irish  parents,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker  there.  In  early 
manhood  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  first  in 
Stark  county,  but  finally  bought  240  acres  of 
land  in  Crawford  county,  160  acres  of  which  he 
cleared  and  improved.  He  was  married  in  Stark 
county  to  Miss  Catherine  Lichrenwalter  a native 
of  that  county,  born  July  23,  1829.  Some  years 
alter  his  marriage  he  moved  to  Indiana,  where  he 
died  in  1890,  his  wife  having  died  two  years 
previous  (1888).  Fourteen  children  were  born 
to  them:  Isaac,  a farmer  residing  near  Milford, 

I nd . ; Mary,  deceased,  who  married  the  late 
Henry  Brubecker;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Lic.htemvalter,  of  Milford,  Ind.  ; Emeline.  the 
wife  of  Wesley  Pinkerton,  of  near  Milford,  Incf. ; 
Michael,  deceased;  (ohn,  deceased;  William  A., 
our  subject;  Melissa  A.,  the  w ife  of  John  Pinker- 
ton, of  near  Warsaw,  Ind.;  Anna,  deceased; 
Harriet,  the  wife  of  Edward  Beckwell,  of  Elkhart 
county,  Ind.;  George  C.,  deceased;  and  three 
who  died  in  infancy. 

William  A.  Kinney  remained  at  his  father’s 
farm  during  his  youth,  attending  the  district 
school  and  enjoying  the  usual  initiation  into  farm 
work,  which  forms  so  large  a part  of  the  life  of  a 
country  boy.  On  August  7,  1862,  at  the  age  of 


twenty,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  101st  O.  V. 
I.,  and  served  throughout  the  war.  He  took 
partin  a number  of  engagements,  the  most  im- 
portant being  the  battles  of  Stone  River  and 
North  Gap,  and  the  siege  of  Nashville.  He  was 
wounded  at  Stone  River  and  taken  prisoner,  and 
received  only  one  meal  in  twenty-six  days,  while 
confined  in  Libby  prison,  enduring,  besides,  other 
hardships  too  numerous  and  painful  to  record. 
On  giving  his  parole  he  was  released,  and  soon 
after  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Franklin,  Tenn., 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Harker,  Tenn., 
June  12,  1865. 

x\fter  his  return  home,  in  1865,  he  went  to 
Indiana  and  bought  eighty"  acres  of  land,  where  he 
lived  for  ten  years.  Selling  out  in  1881,  he  came 
to  Wood  county,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  im- 
proved land  near  Grand  Rapids,  which  is  now  a 
valuable  property',  with  a good  orchard,  first 
class  farm  buildings,  and  a handsome  brick  resi- 
dence. 

On  March  9,  1857,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Shafner,  daughter  of  Samuel  Shafner,  a 
well-known  agriculturist  of  Crawford  county. 
Six  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Henry  F., 
June  28,  1 869,  and  Samuel  O. , October  17,  1S71, 
are  employed  in  the  Clayport  factory  at  Findlay, 
Ohio;  Edgar  B.,  March  23,  1876;  Ira  Calvin, 
August  12,  1882,  and  Roy  A.,  January  5,  1884. 
are  at  home;  and  Catherine  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Kinney’s  energy,  integrity,  and  progressive 
spirit  as  shown  in  his  generous  support  of  all 
worthy  local  movements,  as  well  as  in  the. 
management  of  his  individual  affairs.  He  is 
especially  interested  in  educational  matters,  and 
has  been  a member  of  the  township  school  board 
for  four  years,  and  a school  director  for  several 
terms.  In  politics  he  is  a Prohibitionist,  and 
he  is  a leading  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. , Bond  Post  No.  24, 
at  Grand  Rapids. 

Joseph  H.  Sands,  president  of  the  Bowling 
Green  Natural  Gas  Co.,  Bowling  Green,  and  a 
representative  self-made  man,  is  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, born  July  3,  1852,  at  Rohrsburg,  Co- 
lumbia county.  Joseph  E Sands,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  also  a native  of  Columbia  county. 
Penn.,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  July  18,  i M t 
By  occupation  he  was  a woolen  manufacturer, 
during  the  Ch  il  war  operating  two  woolen-mills 
in  Pennsylvania,  the  first  of  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1835  at  Rohrsburg,  the  second  on  ■ at. 
Mordansville  in  [858,  which  latter  is  n >w  being 
operated  by  his  son,  Charles  L.  Joseph  E Soul 
married  Miss  Esther  Lundy,  also  of  Columbia 
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county  nativity,  and  eight  children  were  born  to 
them,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  there  being 
no  death  in  the  family  until  that  of  the  eldest  son, 
(i)  John,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years.  (2)  Henry  H. , the  next  in  order 
of  birth,  regales  in  Pennsylvania;  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  in  the  132nd,  later  in  the  210th  P. 
V.  I.,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  Rebellion. 
(3)  William  E.  also  has  his  home  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; he  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  one 
year.  (4)  Thomas  E.  first  enlisted  for  one  year, 
in  the  P.  V.  I.,  then  joined  a scouting  party  com- 
posed of  a company  of  one  hundred  picked  men, 
in  which  he  served  till  the  close  of  the  war,  over 
three  years  in  all.  (5)  Anna  M.,  the  only  daugh- 
ter in  the  family,  married  W.  W.  Eves,  of 
Millville,  Penn.,  and  died  December  8,  1894, 
leaving  five  children.  (6)  Charles  L.  lives  in 
Pennsylvania.  ( 7 ) Joseph  H.  is  the  subject  of 
sketch.  (8)  fames,  who  was  a merchant  in 
Pennsylvania,  died  in  1SS9.  The  father  of  this 
family,  who  during  the  later  years  of  his  life  fol- 
lowed mercantile  pursuits  in  Columbia  county, 
Penn.,  died  February  24,  1881,  at  the  age  of 
sevent}7  years,  the  mother  passing  away  at  Mor- 
dansville,  that  county,  September  3,  1886,  aged 
sevent}'-three  years.  Mr.  Sands  was  a strong 
Union  man  during  the  critical  years  of  1S61-65, 
a member  of  the  State  militia,  and,  had  his  health 
permitted,  would  gladly  have  entered  active  serv- 
ice at  the  very  commencement  of  hostilities. 
John  Sands,  his  father,  who  was  a miller  by  trade, 
died  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years,  and  his  father  ("the  great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject),  came  from  England  to 
America,  and  died  on  Block  Island,  New  York. 

Joseph  H.  Sands,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  lived  in  his  native  State  until  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  then  became  a student  at  the 
Starkey  (N.  Y.)  Seminary.  On  leaving  school 
he  came  west,  determined  to  “grow  up  with  the 
country,”  arriving  in  Bowling  Green,  in  1871. 
After  about  a year  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  so- 
journing there  only  a short  time,  however,  as  he 
returned  to  Bowling  Green,  where  for  a time  he 
was  employed  as  clerk  in  a hotel.  He  then 
moved  to  Portage,  and  clerked  for  a Mr.  McMa- 
han four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  once 
more  came  to  Bowling  Green,  and  in  partnership 
with  William  Goit,  later  with  R.  W.  McMahan, 
conducted  a hardware  business.  The  venture 
proved  a success  financially,  but,  Mr.  Sands' 
health  becoming  impaired  through  overwork,  he 
was  obliged  to  sell  out  his  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness and  seek  some  other  less  confining  occupa- 


tion. He  then  became  a member  of  the  oil- 
producing  firm  of  Hankey  Bros.  & Sands,  and 
| was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Bowling  Green 
Natural  Gas  Co.,  of  which  he  became  president, 
in  1891 . 

O11  September  5,  1877,  Mr.  Sands  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  D.  Turner,  who  was  born  April 
22,  1856,  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Elisha  B.  and  Catherine  (Bross)  Turner,  all 
I of  Portage,  Ohio.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
Lodge  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Portage.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  has  spent  the  winters  in  the  South 
and  on  the  Pacific  coast,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health.  In  spite  of  his  poor  health,  Mr.  Sands 
has  always  been  energetic  in  his  ideas,  and  fore- 
most in  all  good  works,  looking  to  the  advance- 
| ment  of  Bowling  Green  and  Wood  county.  He 
! is  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  county,  one  who 
has  risen  in  the  world  entirely  unassisted,  and 
is  highly  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact. 

John  Phillips,  an  enterprising  and  success- 
ful agriculturist  of  Grand  Rapids  township,  was 
born  February  24,  1854,  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
where  his  grandparents  were  among  the  earliest 
residents.  John  Phillips,  his  father,  and  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Mets. 
were  both  born  there,  but  removed  after  their  mar- 
riage to  Wayne  county,  where  the  father  died 
February  22,  1864,  and  the  mother,  January  7. 
1895.  On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Phillips  is  ot 
English  descent,  while  his  mother’s  people  came 
originally  from  Germany. 

John  Phillips  spent  his  boyhood  mainly  in 
Wayne  county,  where  he  attended  district  school, 
and  worked  until  the  age  of  nineteen  upon  his 
father’s  farm.  In  1875  he  came  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  rented  a farm  of  sixty-four  acres  near 
Grand  Rapids,  which  he  conducted  some  seven- 
teen years,  the  half  of  which  his  wife  owns,  and 
which  he  still  cultivates  in  a scientific  way  and 
keeps  in  a high  state  of  improvement.  He  was 
married  in  1877,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Keys,  a native 
: of  Grand  Rapids  township,  born  September  1 1 . 
1856.  She  is  the  daughter  of  George  Keys,  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  locality,  and  a 
sister  of  D.  W.  Keys.  Two  children  came  oi 
this  marriage:  James  F.,  born  April  16,  1 8 S 3 . 
still  with  his  parents,  and  one  that  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Progressive  in  thought,  and  industrious  in 
habits,  Mr.  Phillips  has  a promising  future  before 
him.  He  is  a Republican  politically,  and  ha< 

! served  one  term  as  supervisor,  giving  to  his  pub- 
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lie  duties  the  same  energy  which  brought  him  ; 
success  in  his  private  business.  He  is  associated 
with  the  I.  O.  0.  F. , No.  529,  of  Grand  Rapids. 

IiDdson  K.  Smith,  one  of  the  most  extensive 
agriculturists  of  Henry  township,  is  also  one  of 
the  youngest  to  achieve  prominence  in  that  line 
of  work,  and  his  management  of  the  400  acres  j 
which  he  has  under  cultivation  would  do  credit 
to  a man  of  fifty  years  of  experience.  He  was 
born  in  Eagle  township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio, 
July  21,  1865,  the  only  son  of  Jacob  B.  and  Eliza 
J.  (Helms)  Smith.  His  education  was  begun  in 
the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and  he  supple- 
mented this  rudimentary  instruction  by  a course 
in  the  Normal  School  at  Ada,  Ohio,  and  in  1887 
enjoyed  still  better  advantages  in  Findlay  Col- 
lege. From  an  earnest  student  he  became  a sue-  : 
cessful  teacher,  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
for  twenty-one  months  he  was  employed  in  the 
same  school  where  he  received  his  own  elemen- 
tary training.  All  who  are  familiar  with  the  pro- 
fession will  recognize  the  difficulties  which  he 
must  have  overcome  in  the  place,  where  his  1 
pupils  were  among  his  own  immediate  acquaint- 
ances; success,  there,  being  a test  of  personal 
worth  as  well  as  of  ability  as  a teacher.  He 
afterward  taught  successfully  in  Wood  county  for 
some  time. 

On  September  30,  1888,  Mr.  Smith  married 
Miss  Adda  L.  Hartman,  who  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio,  January' 8,  1868.  Her  par-  ; 
ents,  J.  N.  and  Mary  E.  Hartman,  removed  later 
to  Allen  township,  Hancock  county,  and  she  was 
educated  in  the  Van  Buren  High  School.  The 
young  couple  began  their  married  life  at  the 
Smith  homestead,  where  they  remained  five  years. 
March  22,  1S93,  they  came  to  Wood  county  and 
took  up  their  abode  upon  a tract  of  eighty  acres 
which  they  had  previously  purchased  in  Section 
17,  Henry  township.  Since  April  1,  1895,  Mr. 
Smith  has  rented  the  farm  of  320  acres  belong- 
ing to  the  Fellers  estate,  and  operates  the  two 
properties  with  marked  ability.  In  politics  Mr. 
Smith  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and 
his  wife  adhere  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Predes- 
tinarian  Baptists,  but  they  are  not  members  of 
any  Church. 

The  late  Jacob  B.  Smith,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  October  21,  1841,  in  Adams  township, 
Seneca  Co.,  Ohio.  He  was  a man  of  remark- 
able intellect,  and,  from  1871,  was  a preacher  in 
the  Baptist  Church,  although  he  was  indebted  to 
no  man  -for  a livelihood,  working  in  early  years  as  j 
a blacksmith,  carpenter  and  farmer.  He  left  a 
good  estate  in  Hancock  county,  and  in  his  will 
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his  son  was  appointed  executor.  Politically  he 
supported  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  various 
township  offices  he  proved  his  efficiency  and  trust- 
worthiness. On  August  10,  1864,  he  married  his 
first  wife,  our  subject's  mother,  who  departed 
this  life  July  9,  1873,  leaving  three  children,  Ed- 
son  K.,  the  eldest;  Laura  I.,  now  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Hartman;  and  Nellie  I.,  who  died  April  10,  1881. 
On  December  13,  1874,  the  father  married  a sec- 
ond wife.  Miss  Evaline  Barnd,  and  of  this  union 
five  children  were  born,  of  whom,  two,  Mary  O. 
and  Elva  J.,  are  the  only  survivors.  They  reside 
with  their  widowed  mother  in  Hancock  county. 
The  father's  death  occurred  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  sadness.  He  had  been  in  Cleveland 
to  undergo  treatment  for  fibroid  tumors,  and  an 
operation  had  been  performed  upon  them,  and 
while  on  his  way  home,  M ay  29,  1896,  he  took  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  and  died  at  Fremont, 
Ohio,  among  entire  strangers. 

Jeremiah  S.  Benschoter,  a well-known  ag- 
riculturist of  Grand  Rapids  township,  and  a vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  September  19,  1843,  son  of  Samuel  Wether- 
low  and  Nancy  Ann  (Bassett)  Benschoter,  who 
were  pioneers  of  Grand  Rapids  township,  having 
settled  there  upon  a tract  of  wild  land  in  1853. 

Samuel  W.  Benschoter  was  born  March  27, 
18  1 1,  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  near  the  mouth  of 
Rock  river.  His  education  was  somewhat  limited, 
but  he  was  a bright  and  industrious  man,  and, by 
hard  work  and  judicious  management  as  a farmer 
and  stock  dealer,  accumulated  a comfortable 
competence.  In  1S3S,  in  Milan  township,  he 
married  Miss  Nancy  Ann  Bassett,  by  whom  he 
had  ten  children,  as  follows:  Sarah  A.,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  William  A.,  of 
Bowling  Green;  Jeremiah  S.,  subject  cf  these 
lines;  Charles  W.,  a farmer  of  Grand  Rapids 
township;  Ella  Eugene,  now  the  wife  of  J.  J. 
Black,  of  near  Tontogany,  Ohio;  J.  W..  in  the 
insurance  and  real-estate  business  at  Bowling 
Green;  Lucy  M.,  single;  Alice  IT,  who  died  in 
1862,  when  eight  years  old;  Jennie,  who  also 
died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  five:  and  Curtis  E. . 
of  Bowling  Green.  The  mother  of  this  fine 
family  is  still  living.  The  father  passed  from 
earth  September  2,  1884,  at  Lakeside,  Ohio,  a 
consistent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church;  during 
the  later  years  of  his  life  he  was  a strong  advo- 
cate of  temperance.  Politically  he  was  originally 
a Democrat,  but  in  1861  he  voted  for  Lincoln, 
and  ever  afterward  supported  the  Republican 
party. 

J.  S.  Benschoter  attended  the  district  schools 
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of  the  neighborhood  of  his  boyhood  home,  later 
the  schools  of  Grand  Rapids.  On  July  4,  1S63, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F (Capt.  Squire),  86th 
O.  V.  I.  (Col.  Lemert)  “six-months  service  men,  ” 
and",  after  a short  stay  at  Camp  Chase,  the  regi- 
ment took  part  in  capturing  Morgan’s  men  when 
they  made  their  raid  into  Ohio.  Later  it  served 
in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Cumberland  Gap,  and  the  siege  of 
‘Knoxville.  Mr.  Benschoter  received  his  dis- 
charge February'  14,  1 864,  returning  home,  re- 
sumed his  studies  for  a time  at  Perrysburg,  and 
then  spent  three  years  in  teaching.  He  and  his 
brother  William  took  charge  of  the  homestead 
for  several  years,  but,  in  1 S69,  our  subject  began 
farming  independently,  and  now  owns  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  near  Grand  Rapids,  besides  his  interest 
in  the  old  homestead  of  240  acres.  His  farm  is 
well  tiled,  has  a productive  orchard,  fine  barns, 
and  a brick  dwelling  house  costing  $2,000. 

He  stands  well  in  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity, is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has  held 
many'  local  offices,  such  as  supervisor  and  school 
director,  for  a number  of  years,  trustee  for  two 
terms,  member  of  the  school  board  twelve  years, 
'and  he  is  now  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which 
he  has  been  steward  for  many  years,  and  has 
faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  trustee,  class- 
leader,  and  Sunday-school  superintendent,  fie 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. , Bond  Post  No.  24,  Grand 
Rapids,  also  to  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Grand  Rapids 
Lodge  No.  289,  and  is  past  master  of  the  Lodge; 
also  of  the  Enterprise  Grange,  in  which  he  has 
served  both  as  secretary  and  master.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  Farmers 
Institute,  and  for  three  years  was  president  of 
the  Tri-county  Institute  of  Henry,  Lucas,  and 
Wood  counties. 

On  February  25,  1869,  Mr.  Benschoter  was 
married  to  Miss  Rachel  S.  Hannah,  and  three 
children  have  blessed  their  union:  Lilly  May,  a 

young  lady  of  fine  abilities,  who  was  educated  in 
Grand  Rapids,  and  is  now  at  home;  Charles  E., 
a graduate  of  the  Grand  Rapids  schools,  later 
attending  Oberlin  College;  Effie  Belle,  now  at 
school.  Rachel  S.  Hannah  was  born  February 
10,  1845,  >n  Portage  township,  Ottawa  Co., 

Ohio,  and  is  a daughter  of  William  P.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Dalzell)  Hannah,  who  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  as  follows:  Nancy  Isabel  (Mrs. 

McMann),  now  deceased;  James  Gill,  who  died 
when  nineteen  months  old;  Robert  I).,  a farmer 
of  Grand  Rapids  township;  Elizabeth  Jane,  wife 
of  C.  C.  Gundy,  county  commissioner  of  Wood 
county,  and  residing  in  Washington  township; 


! Mary  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  William  Spangler; 

Rachel  S.,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Benschoter;  Sarah  M.,  de- 
! ceased  wife  of  George  Cummings,  farmer  of 
Washington  township;  Cynthia  R. , wife  of  W. 
U.  Baker,  a farmer  of  Washington  township; 
William  H.,  a farmer  of  that  township;  and  Alice 
E.,  wife  of  Iv.  J.  Collin,  mayor,  and  a druggist, 
of  Tontogany. 

William  P.  Hannah,  father  of  Mrs.  Benscho- 
ter, was  born  January  1,  1809,  in  Adams  county, 
Ohio,  of  Virginia  parentage,  of  Welsh  descent; 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  settled  in  Wood 
county,  in  1864.  On  December  26,  1S33,  he 
was  married  in  Marion  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Dalzell,  who  was  born  February  8, 
1813,  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  when  six 
i years  old  came  to  America  with  her  parents. 
She  died  August  22,  1891.  Mr.  Hannah  passed 
from  life  February  27,  1S67,  in  Grand  Rapids 
j township.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  later 
i a Republican,  a zealous  worker  for  his  party,  but 
no  office-seeker,  and  was  a self-reliant,  trust- 
! worthy  man,  highly  respected.  On  the  8th  of 
j February,  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Eliza- 
i beth  Dalzell,  the  Hannah  family  have  each  year. 

; for  twenty-seven  years,  held  reunions,  happy 
; events  that  serve  to  link  the  past  with  the  pres- 
1 ent,  and  preserve  the  unity  of  the  family.  In 
June.  1S95,  the  descendants  of  the  Dalzell  fam- 
ily held  their  first  reunion,  at  the  home  of  C.  C. 

| J 

I Gundy,  near  Tontogany,  Ohio.  Their  second 
reunion  was  held  the  1 8th  and  19th  of  August, 
1896,  at  the  home  of  Milton  H.  Rhoads,  near 
Cochranton,  Marion  Co.,  Ohio. 

W.  H.  Millikin  is  one  of  the  largest  oil  oper- 
! ators  in  Wood  county,  and  a wealthy  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  Bowling  Green.  He  is  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  and,  as  an  example 
of  a successful  self-made  man,  his  life  record  is 
worthy  of  more  than  a passing  notice. 

Mr.  Millikin  was  born  April  3,  1854.  in 

Venango  county,  Penn.  During  his  earlier  years 
he  attended  the  common  schools,  and  later  be- 
; came  a student  at  the  State  Normal  School  at 
I Edinburg,  in  his  native  State.  For  six  winters 
j he  was  occupied  in  teaching.  Some  twenty 
years  ago  Mr.  Millikin  was  induced  to  go  into  the 
j oil  business,  in  which  he  was  at  once  successful, 
and  in  which  he  has  been  interested  ever  since. 
He  at  first  operated  in  Pennsylvania  and  south- 
ern New  York,  coming  thence  to  Ohio,  and  for  a 
time  making  his  home  in  Lima.  He  afterward 
removed  to  Wood  county,  finding  a more  exten- 
sive field  for  his  operations  in  this  section.  Be- 
sides having  a number  of  wells  of  his  own,  he  is 
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interested  with  others  in  some  eighty-seven  wells, 
and  also  owns  the  leases  of  a large  amount  of  j 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  his  oil  fields,  which  he  su- 
perintends in  person.  He  is  an  enterprising,  en- 
ergetic business  man,  and  the  oil  industry  is  not 
the  only  line  of  business  in  which  he  is  interested. 
He  owns  considerable  valuable  property  at  Bowl- 
ing Green,  where  he  is  now  completing  a hotel 
and  business  block,  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments, which  will  take  place  among  the  finest  in 
this  part  of  the  State.  The  cost  of  the  building 
will  be  at  least  $50,000,  and  it  is  a material  im- 
provement to  the  business  section  of  the  city.  , 
Mr.  Millikin  is  also  a director  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Bowling  Green.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a fine  300-acre  farm  in  Hardin  county,  on 
which  he  raises  onions,  potatoes  and  corn.  Mr. 
Millikin  is  a shrewd  financier,  and  one  of  the  J 
best  oil  operators  in  Wood  county,  and  by  his  1 
skillful  management  he  has  accumulated  a snug  ! 
fortune.  His  success  is  well  merited,  for  he  has 
risen  to  his  present  high  position  by  energetic  j 
application  to  his  business  affairs,  conquering  the 
obstacles  that  rose  in  his  path  by  his  indomitable 
perseverance,  and  allowing  nothing  to  discourage 
him,  or  destroy  his  ambitious  spirit.  Unassum- 
ing in  manner  and  honorable  in  purpose,  with  a 
just  regard  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others,  ! 
he  is  popular  among  both  his  business  and  social 
acquaintances,  and  occupies  an  enviable  position 
in  the  city  where  he  makes  his  home. 

Mr.  Millikin  is  a leader  in,  and  liberal  con- 
tributor to,  all  enterprises  that  have  for  their 
object  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  he  is  regarded  by  his  fellow  citizens  j 
as  a valuable  member  of  the  community,  loyal  to 
all  its  interests.  He  has  twice  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  city  council  of  Bowling  Green, 
his  good  judgment  and  business  ability  making 
him  valuable  in  this  important  position. 

In  1884  Mr.  Millikin  was  married  to  Miss  i 
Alice  Delphine  David,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1857,  and  four  children  have  blessed 
their  union,  namely:  Carrie,  Mary.  Grace  and 

Charles  William.  Mrs.  Millikin  is  a lady  of  in- 
telligence and  refinement.  She  is  a leader  in 
Church  work,  she  and  her  children  belonging  to 
the  M.  E.  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Millikin  is  a 
liberal  contributor,  though  he  is  not  a member,  j 
He  is  a strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  in  ' 
political  sentiment  is  a stanch  Republican. 

Charles  B.  David,  Mrs.  Millikin’s  father,  was 
a native  of  Maine,  born  in  October,  1830.  When 
a boy  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Fort  fames, 
N.  Y. , and  later  to  Allegany  county,  that  State, 
where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Clarissa  Burns.  I 
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who  was  born  September  17,  1834,  in  Con- 
necticut, removing  thence  with  her  parents  to 
Allegany  county,  when  she  was  six  years  old. 
Mr.  David  was  a stock  farmer,  became  quite 
well-to-do,  and  was  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resided.  He  died  in  August, 
1894,  leaving  a widow  and  four  children,  viz.  : 
Alice  D.,  Mrs.  Millikin,  born  in  May,  1857; 
Charles  E.,  -a  merchant  at  Belmont,  X.  Y. 
Frank  E. , a merchant;  and  Minnie  A.,  now  Mrs. 
George  H.  Osborn,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
David  and  all  the  family  became  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  and  took  great  interest  in 
that  order,  becoming  a Master  Mason. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Ann 
(Smullin)  Millikin,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  the 
former  born  in  County  Donegal,  near  Strabane. 
They  were  married  in  that  country,  and  after  the 
birth  of  one  child,  James,  came  to  America,  in 
about  1840,  locating  in  Venango  county,  Penn. 
There  the  father  carried  on  farming  until  his 
death,  in  1S77,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  1 S 8 3 , when  she,  too. 
passed  away,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
They  were  estimable  people,  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church.  Twelve  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple  (of  whom  ten 
are  still  living):  James  resides  in  Springfield,  Mo.; 
Eliza  married  Samuel  Weaver;  John  died  in 
Salina,  Kans.,  when  forty-nine  years  old;  L.  S. 
lives  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Mary  Cramer 
lives  in  Pennsylvania;  Maggie  is  the  widow  of 
Homer  Hull;  Thomas  S.  lives  in  Saline  county, 
Kans.;  Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  W.  R.  Christy, 
and  lives  in  Hardin  county,  Ohio;  Peter  P 
resides  in  Warren,  Ind. ; Canston  Z.  is  an  attor- 
ney at  Salina,  Kans.;  Sarah  died  when  two  and 
a half  years  old;  W.  PI.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Orrix  Henry.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  has  been  a resident  of  Bowling  Green  since 
1877,  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  Ohio,  his  birth 
taking  place  October  24,  1 S40.  His  grandpar- 
ents,   and  Rebecca  P'ollett)  Henry,  were 

born  in  New  Hampshire,  and  at  an  early  day 
came  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Portage  township,  d hey 
had  thirteen  children. 

Hosea  Henry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire  in  1807,  and  accompa- 
nied his  parents  to  this  State.  He  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Millgrove,  Perry  township,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  or.  March 
17,  1883,  at  a good  old  age.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Nancy  Smith,  was  a native  ot 
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Pennsylvania,  born  in  1820,  and  is  still  living  on  | 
the  farm  where  they  first  made  their  home.  I 
They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  j 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Henry  was  an  Old- 
line  Whig.  To  this  estimable  couple  nine  chil- 
dren were  born,  of  whom  six  grew  to  maturity, 
namely:  Orrin;  Charles,  a physician  residing  in 

Fostoria,  who  served  during  the  Civil  w'ar  in  the 
144th  O.  V.  I. ; Lorinda,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  D.  Lusk;  Perry  lives  in  Millgrove,  Wood 
county;  x\lice  married  D.  O.  Furth,  and  lives  in 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

Orrin  Henry  grew  to  manhood  in  Perry  town- 
ship, attending  the  public  and  select  schools  dur- 
ing his  boyhood,  and  on  December  5,  1861,  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Rosier,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  April  2,  1842,  and  who  died 
April  22,  1891.  Three  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  W.  O. ; Hattie,  who  died  when  eight 

years  old;  and  Dwight  L. 

Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war, 
Mr.  Henry  enlisted  in  Company  I,  100th  O.  V.  : 
I.;  but  being  unable  to  leave  when  his  regiment 
was  mustered  in,  he  again  enlisted,  August  18, 
1862,  in  Company  A,  1 1 ith  O.  V.  I.,  at  Toledo.  : 
His  command  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the 
Ohio,  subsequently  known  as  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee.  Mr.  Henry  was  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany. Among  the  battles  in  which  he  took  part 
were  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, Perryville,  Wilmington  and  Raleigh.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service,  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C. , and  reached  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
July  5,  1865,  it  lacking  but  a fewT  days  of  being 
three  years  he  had  spent  in  the  army. 

On  his  return  from  the  South  Mr.  Henry  took 
up  farming  for  a time  in  Perry  township,  and 
also  had  the  management  of  a sawmill.  For 
some  six  years  he  had  charge  of  a hotel,  but  in 
1876  sold  out  his  interests  in  that  business,  and 
went  out  West  to  the  Black  Hills,  remaining 
there  some  two  months.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Wood  county,  and 
held  that  office  for  four  years,  afterward  serving 
for  one  term  as  deputy  sheriff  under  his  successor. 
He  was  then  appointed  U.  S.  Deputy  Internal 
Revenue  Collector,  filling  that  position  for  two 
years,  when  the  district  was  changed,  and  he  lost 
the  place. 

Mr.  Henry  remained  at  home  for  over  a year 
when  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  night 
watch  in  the  State  Penitentiary,  where  he  was  : 
employed  for  twenty  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  on  December  3 1, 1887, he  was  given  a clerk-  j 
ship  in  the  trust  fund  department  of  the  Stafe 
Auditor’s  office,  where  he  served  for  four  years.  1 


On  January  1,  ,1892,  he  was  appointed  land  clerk 
in  the  State  Auditor's  office,  which  position  he 
still  holds.  Mr.  Henry  is  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, a Chapter  Mason,  a K.  of  P.,  and  a member 
of  Wiley  Post,  G.  A.  R. , at  Bowling  Green.  He 
has  filled  the  various  positions  of  trust  which  he 
has  held  with  great  ability,  and  is  esteemed  by 
all  who  know  him. 

Enos  Goldner.  Among  the  energetic  and 
prosperous  tillers  of  the  soil  who  have  made 
Bloom  township  the  center  of  a high  type  of 
rural  life,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ranks  with 
the  foremost.  Twenty-seven  years  ago  his  fer- 
tile fields  w7ere  a stumpy  waste,  and  now  his 
farm  is  second  to  none  in  the  count}-  for  produc- 
tiveness and  beauty. 

George  Goldner,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Schuykill  county,  Penn.,  and  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  He  married  Miss  Susan 
Folk,  of  Austintown  township,  Mahoning  Co., 
Ohio,  and  settled  in  that  vicinity,  purchasing  a 
farm  of  160  acres,  whereon  he  made  his  resi- 
dence. He  died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six,  and  his  wife  in  1873,  aged  fifty-eight. 

Enos  Goldner  was  born  October  1,  1839,  in 
Jackson  township,  Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  the  eld- 
est of  ten  children — four  sons  and  six  daughters. 
His  boyhood  was  spent  in  useful  work  at  home, 
indoors  as  well  as  out,  as  he  lightened  his 
mother's  labors  whenever  he  could.  He  never 
liked  to  go  to  school,  probably  because  the  ad- 
vantages then  offered  to  the  pupil  were  not 
strikingly  apparent.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his 
father,  a younger  brother  taking  his  place  on  the 
farm,  and  he  followed  his  trade  for  seven  or 
eight  years,  but  has  since  been  a farmer.  On 
November  16,  1868,  he  was  married  at  his  native 
place  to  Miss  Christina  Plandwerk  who  was  born 
there  May  20,  1850,  the  only  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Brobst)  Handwerk.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Brobst)  Handwerk  was  the  daughter 
of  Daniel  Brobst,  who  was  born  November  1, 
1797,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  August  14. 
1894,  at  our  subject's  home,  where  he  had  lived 
for  eighteen  years.  In  1818  he  married  Magda- 
lena Folwiler.  She  was  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  he  of  the  Lutheran.  Joseph 
Handw’erk  was  born  in  Schuykill  county,  Penn., 
and  came  thence  to  Ohio  with  George  Goldner. 
our  subject’s  father,  driving  across  the  countn 
He  died  December  3,  1S93,  at  his  home  in 
Bloom  township,  aged  seventy-six  years,  nine 
months  and  twenty  days.  In  [848  he  married 
Elizabeth  Brobst,  who  was  born  October  i3> 
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1S25.  in  Campbell,  Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
now  makes  her  home  on  the  old  home  farm. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

In  March,  1869,  Mr.  Goldner  and  his  father- 
in-law  came  to  Bloom  township,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  in  Section  29,  and  160  in  Section 
32,  adjoining,  for  which  they  went  in  debt  to  the 
extent  of  one  thousand  dollars.  A small  old 
house  was  the  sole  improvement,  the  fields 
standing  full  of  stumps.  They  took  up  their 
residence  in  the  township  the  same  year,  com- 
menced to  clear  the  tract,  and  afterward  added 
to  it  until  the  farm  now  comprises  444  acres, 
with  335  acres  under  cultivation.  In  1892  they 
built  the  handsomest  farm  house  in  this  region  at 
a cost  of  $4,200,  but  Mr.  Handwerk,  did  not  long 
enjoy  it,  his  death  occurring  December  3,  1S93. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goldner  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  four  boys  and  two  girls  have  found 
a home  under  their  hospitable  roof  at  different 
times.  Mr.  Goldner  was  a strong  man  physically, 
and  was  always  a hard  worker  until  1889, 
when  his  health  was  affected  by  “La  Grippe.” 
He  is  a Democrat  politically,  but  in  local  mat- 
ters votes  for  the  ablest  and  most  honest  candi- 
date without  regard  to  party.  He  and  his  wife 
are  leading  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  to  bring  a case  of  need  to  their  attention  is 
to  secure  ready  and  generous  help. 

William  Harman,  one  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship's best  citizens,  is  a native  of  Prussia,  born 
June  13,  1829.  His  father,  who  was  a carpen- 
ter in  Germany,  married  Miss  Catherine  Stur- 
mer,  and  in  1836,  when  our  subject  was  seven 
years  old,  they  sailed  from  Bremen  on  the  vessel 
“ Brilhiff,  ” bound  for  New  York,  the  trip  taking 
eleven  weeks  and  three  days.  They  first  went 
to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  thence  to  Toledo  and  Sandus- 
ky, and  remained  a short  time  in  each  place,  the 
father  working  at  various  odd  jobs.  He  was  em- 
ployed on  the  Wabash  canal  at  Toledo,  and  in 
the  same  capacity  at  Napoleon,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  He  next  went  to  Maumee 
City,  helped  to  put  in  locks  and  side-cut,  and 
lived  there  until  September  1,  1842,  when  he 
earne  to  Section  30,  Montgomery  township,  here 
buying  seventy  acres  of  land,  a few  acres  of 
which  had  been  chopped  over,  and  on  which  was 
a small  log  cabin.  He  had  saved  $'350  from  his 
work  on  the  canal  with  which  to  get  a home. 
Here  he  lived  until  September,  1852,  when  he 
moved  to  Freeport  and  opened  a hotel  called  the 
" Washington  House,”  of  which  he  was  the  pro- 
prietor for  twenty-seven  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Section  30,  where  he  died  August  21,  1883. 


In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  His  widow 
passed  away  August  7,  1896,  in  Montgomery 
I township,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  mourned 
by  a host  of  friends  who  knew  this  grand  old  pio- 
neer lady  only  to  love  her. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  time,  and  was  in  his  “ teens”  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  Montgomery  township.  On  .May 
j 27,  1849,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Kyser, 
who  was  born  near  Philadelphia,  August  21, 
1825,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Shut)  Ky- 
ser, who  came  to  ColumbianaR-'ounty  in  1833,  and 
died  there.  Afterward  Mary  visited  her  sisters 
! in  Montgomery  township,  where  she  met  and 
married  our  subject.  They  began  their  married 
life  on  the  home  farm,  and  in  1S72  came  to  Sec- 
tion 29,  where  they  now  reside.  The  following 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  George  IT, 

who  is  a farmer  of  Montgomery  township:  Fred- 
erick William,  who  lives  near  Hicksville,  Ohio; 
Milton,  who  died  in  infancy;  John  IT,  a resident 
of  Freeport:  Frank  P.,  a farmer  of  Portage; 
Daniel,  living  in  Pulaski  county,  Ky. ; Catherine, 
who  died  when  twelve  years  old;  and  Andrew  J., 
who  is  farming  in  Montgomery  township.  Mr. 
Harman  has  helped  all  his  children  to  obtain 
homes,  and  lias  plenty  of  means  left.  He  is  no 
i partisan  in  politics,  but  his  sympathy  is  with  the 
Democrats,  and  he  has  held  a school  office.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  was  also 
his  wife.  He  has  been  a successful  farmer,  and 
is  one  of  the  good  citizens  of  his  township,  than 
whom  no  one  is  more  respected.  On  January 
14,  1894,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  completely 
burned  out;  but  he  has  rebuilt  the  farm  buildings, 
and  to-day  has  one  of  the  best  homes  in  the 
township. 

Addison  Lansdale,  who  is  well  and  popularly 
known  not  only  in  Montgomery  township,  where 
he  resides,  but  throughout  Wood  county,  was 
j born  April  7,  1821,  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio. 
His  parents,  Richard  and  Jemima  (Hyatt)  Lans- 
dale, were  married  in  Maryland  in  1S04,  and  in 
i S08  came  to  Ohio,  settling  in  what  is  now  Cham- 
paign county,  on  the  banks  of  Little  Darby  creek, 
near  Mechanicsburg,  where  our  subject  was  born 
and  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lansdale  both  died. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
| our  subject  was  the  youngest,  and  all  of  whom 
are  deceased  except  himself  and  his  brother  Rich- 
ard, the  latter  a resident  of  Olympia,  Washington. 

Mr.  Lansdale  was  an  infant  when  his  parents 
died,  and  he  was  reared  by  strangers.  His  school- 
j ing,  which  was  somewhat  meager,  was  obtained 
1 in  a log  schooihouse  of  the  rudest  description. 
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There  was  then  no  common-school  system  as  to- 
day, and  educational  affairs  were  managed  in  a 
manner  which  seems  very  strange  to  us.  Each 
pupil  was  required  to  furnish  a load  of  wood  to 
keep  the  • schoolhouse  warm,  the  teachers 
—‘-“boarded  round,”  and  very  few  of  them  were 
able  to  instruct  their  pupils  beyond  the  “three 
Rs.”  Our  subject  was  early  put  to  work  on  the 
farm,  and  earned  a shilling  a day,  riding  horses 
for  the  men  who  were  raking  hay.  When  a boy 
of  sixteen  years  he  learned  the  trade  of  a mason, 
plastering  and  brick-laying  included.  The  family 
had  been  scattered  on  the  death  of  the  parents, 
and  one  of  the  sons,  Alpheus,  who  was  a molder 
by  trade,  had  located  at  Lower  Sandusky,  now 
Fremont.  Here  our  subject  went  to  visit  him, 
traveling  on  the  Mad  River  railroad — the  first 
road  built  in  Ohio — to  Tiffin,  and  walking  the 
remaining  distance.  He  easily  found  work  there, 
and  was  soon  after  married, in  June,  1S50,  to  Miss 
Martha,  daughter  of  Elisha  Moore,  a farmer  liv- 
ing near  Fremont.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Lansdale  was  the  proud  owner  of  twenty 
dollars  in  gold,  which  represented  his  entire  capi- 
tal. In  October  of  the  same  year  the  young 
couple  took  up  their  residence  in  Prairie  Depot, 
where  the  wife  died  in  the  spring  of  1851,  and 
was  buried  in  Bradner  cemetery.  She  left  one 
child,  Martha,  now  Mrs.  David  Bovie,  of  San- 
dusky county.  On  November  18,  1852,  Mr. 
Lansdale  was  married  in  Sandusky  county  to 
Miss  Sarah  King,  who  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  April  13,  1S31.  Her  father,  Samuel 
King,  was  a pioneer  of  Sandusky  county,  having 
come  there  in  1832.  Mrs.  Sarah  Lansdale  died 
January  9,  1896.  Two  children  were  born  to 
this  union,  Mary  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Franklin  Palmer,  and  died  January  15,  1879; 
and  Florence,  who  married  Samuel  Pennell,  and 
died,  leaving  one  child,  Mabel  M.,  who  makes 
her  home  with  our  subject. 

In  the  fall  of  1850  Mr.  Lansdale  traded  a 
horse  and  buggy  for  his  present  lot,  on  which 
there  was  then  only  a log  shanty.  He  subse- 
quently bought  other  lots,  for  one  of  which  he 
gave  a shot-gun,  and,  for  another,  $35.  About  this 
time  he  went  into  the  grocery  and  clothing  busi- 
ness, having  a stock  worth  $200.  His  business 
increased  steadily,  and  he  carried  it  on  for  twen- 
ty-five years,  when  he  sold  out.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  purchased  a couple  of  farms  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  where  he  carried  on  general 
farming.  In  1861  he  was  elected  county  com- 
missioner on  the  Union  ticket,  although  he  was  a 
Democrat.  Originally  a Whig,  he  joined  the 
Democratic  forces  on  the  dissolution  of  that  party, 


! but  voted  tor  Abraham  Lincoln  for  his  second 
term.  Since  18S0  Mr.  Lansdale  has  retired  from 
j active  work,  and  only  attends  to  the  supervision 
of  his  business  interests.  He  owns  two  business 
| rooms  in  Prairie  Depot,  and  two  dwelling  houses. 

Beginning  life  a very  poor  boy,  he  has  acquired 
| his  present  comfortable  competency  by  his  own 
unaided  exertions.  He  is  the  pioneer  of  Prairie 
j Depot,  and  is  known  over  a large  portion  of  Wood 
county.  He  is  a jovial  man,  one  who  thoroughly 
enjoys  life,  and  is  a most  agreeable  companion 
and  entertaining  conversationalist.  In  his  relig- 
: ious  views  he  is  a P'ree  Thinker.  As  a citizen  he 
is  public-spirited,  and  greatly  interested  in  the 
i cause  of  education. 

Christian  Bay,  a wealthy  retired  agricultur- 
| ist  of  Perrysburg,  is  one  of  our  typical  German- 
American  citizens,  who,  by  their  industry  and 

■ frugality,  make  their  way  to  success  over  every 
j obstacle.  He  was  born  December  31,  1825,  in 

Wittenberg,  Germany,  which  for  generations  had 
been  the  home  of  his  forefathers.  His  parents, 

! George  and  Catherine  Bay,  died  when  he  was 
still  a youth,  and  in  1852  he  came  to  Ohio.  He 
spent  one  year  in  Wayne  county  three  in  Lorain 
county  (part  of  the  time  residing  at  Columbia  Sta- 
tion), remaining  until  1861,  when  he  came  to 
Wood  county.  Here  he  settled  in  the  unbroken 
! wilderness,  in  the  heart  of  the  “Black  Swamp,'' 
where  he  experienced  all  the  disheartening  trials 
j of  pioneer  life.  For  thirty-four  years  he  lived 
there — -the  locality  being  now  known  as  ‘ ‘ Bay 
Station,"  on  the  C.  H.  & D.  railroad — and  had 
already  acquired  a competence  when  the  discov- 
ery of  oil  upon  his  land  enabled  him  to  sell  it 

■ for  a large  sum — a fortune,  in  fact.  Pie  then 
removed  to  Perrysburg,  where  he  is  spending  the 
leisure  which  he  can  so  well  appreciate  after  his 
early  years  of  toil.  Politically,  he  is  a Demo- 

I crat,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Bay  was  married  in  Liverpool,  Medina 
Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Jane  McConnell,  who  was 
born  in  1835,  and  died  September  13.  1894. 
mourned  by  a large  circle  of  relatives  and  friends. 
Of  the  seven  children  born  of  this  union:  ,1)  Je- 
rusha  B.  married  G.  Mercer,  and  has  three 
children — Mabel,  Vernie  and  Edith;  2)  Eliza- 
beth married  William  Bower,  of  Milton  Center, 
and  has  four  children  (three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter)— Clarence,  Bearl,  Karl  and  Marie  ; (3 
George  W.,  born  June  29,  1 860  died  October 
2,  1866;  (4)  William  S , born  December  *.», 

1867,  died  October  11,  1871;  (5)  and  (6)  Man 
J.  and  Miny  A.,  born  August  10,  1870,  the  for- 
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mer  died  August  26,  1870,  and  the  latter,  Jan- 
uary 2 1 , 1871;  and  (7)  the  youngest  daughter  in 
Christian  Bay’s  family  is  Mary  D.,  who  is  at 
present  attending  high  school  at  Mart,  Oceana 
Co.,  Michigan. 

George  \V.  Hengsteler.  As  one  of  the 
prominent  young  self-made  business  men  of 
Risingsun,  and  a partner  in  the  firms  of  Heng- 
steler Bros,  and  Bigley  & Hengsteler  Bros.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  well-known  in  financial 
circles,  and  he  is  also  an  agriculturist  of  note  in 
his  locality,  owning  a farm  of  100  acres  in  Mont- 
gomery township. 

He  was  born  September  22,  1859,  in  West- 
moreland county,  Penn.,  the  son  of  Lewis  and 
Mary  (Banders)  Hengsteler.  He  was  a mere  child 
when  his  parents  came  to  Ohio,  and  his  educa- 
tion and  training  was  that  of  the  average  country 
boy  of  his  time.  LI  is  somewhat  limited  oppor- 
tunities for  schooling  have  made  him  an  active  i 
friend  of  educational  progress,  as  is  shown  by  his 
constant  and  practical  efforts  for  that  cause  on 
the  school  boards  of  District  No.  7,  Montgomery 
township,  and  later  in  Risingsun.  As  a mechanic 
he  possesses  fine  natural  ability,  and  has  done 
some  carpentering;  but  in  early  manhood  his  at- 
tention was  mainly  given  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  the  winter  of  1892  the  Hengsteler  Bros,  en 
gaged  in  the  oil  business,  operating  an  eighty-acre  j 
lease  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county,  and 
placed  thereon  four  wells.  In  the  winter  of  1894 
-95  they  associated  with  them,  in  their  oil  busi- 
ness, C.  P.  Bigley ; however,  the  Hengsteler  Bros.  ; 
still  constitute  an  independent  firm. 

On  April  15,  1880,  our  subject  w’as  married  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Graber,  who  was  born  in  Risingsun 
November  28,  1866,  a daughter  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Strouse)  Graber.  His  first  home  u'as 
upon  a rented  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca 
county,  and  later  he  spent  two  years  on  the  Carey 
farm  in  Montgomery  township,  on  leaving  which 
place  he  bought  forty  acres  in  Section  35,  same 
township,  incurring  a debt  of  $1,700.  At  that  i 
time  there  was  not  a building  on  the  farm  that 
was  habitable,  and  the  sparse  improvements  did 
not  even  include  a well.  Here  he  resided  until 
the  fall  of  1892,  when  having  acquired  a compe- 
tence he  purchased  his  present  elegant  residence 
*n  Risingsun,  at  the  corner  of  Day  and  Walnut 
streets.  He  still  keeps  his  farm,  however,  and 
oversees  it,  and  he  owns  another  fine  building  lot 
in  Risingsun.  On  November  28,  1892,  his  first 
"ife  was  called  from  earth,  and  her  mortal  re- 
mains were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Prairie 
I-Lpot.  Two  children  survive  her — Lulu  M.  and 


Jay  R. , both  at  home.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Hengsteler  married  Miss  Christina  Stoudinger, 
who  wras  born  March  14,  1867,  a daughter  of 
Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Myers)  Stoudinger,  well- 
known  residents  of  Montgomery  township. 

Full  of  public  spirit,  Mr.  Hengsteler  is  always 
ready  to  encourage  any  enterprise  for  the  benefit 
of  his  town.  Although  he  is  a Democrat  in  prin- 
ciple, he  is  not  bound  by  any  party  ties  in  local 
elections,  and  he  has  served  the  community  in 
various  positions,  including  that  of  supervisor. 
At  present  he  is  street  commissioner  of  Risingsun. 
He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the 
Church  of  God,  in  which  he  w'as  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  three  years,  and  he  now 
holds  the  office  of  deacon.  Socially,  he  affiliates 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Byron  H.  Callin  is  one  of  the  most  able 
and  successful  school  teachers  of  Wood  county, 
and  is  a young  man  of  genuine  worth,  giving  a 
liberal  aid  and  support  to  all  enterprises  and  in- 
terests which  are  calculated  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity. He  was  born  in  Bowling  Green,  No- 
vember 5,  1S74.  and  is  a son  of  John  H.  Callin, 
a well  known  resident  of  the  county.  He  spent 
his  earlier  years  in  his  native  town,  and  in  r S87 
removed  with  his  father  to  Middleton  township, 
where  he  aided  in  the  development  and  improve- 
ment of  an  eighty-acre  farm.  In  the  winter 
months  he  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  displayed  special  aptitude  at 
his  studies.  In  the  winter  of  1885-6  he  was  a 
student  in  the  public  schools  of  Leipsic,  Ohio, 
and  in  1893  continued  his  education  in  the  high 
school  of  Perrysburg.  In  that  year  he  was  grad- 
uated from  the  common  schools  of  the  county, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1895-6  he  attended  Findlay 
College,  at  Findlay,  Ohio. 

When  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  Mr.  Callin 
was  granted  a teacher’s  certificate  by  the  county 
board  of  examiners.  All  his  life  he  has  been  in- 
terested in  educational  work,  and  has  given  gen- 
eral satisfaction  as  a teacher  in  Wood  county. 
In  1S95  he  also  taught  and  attended  Berea  Col- 
lege, of  Berea,  Ky. , and  is  a young  man  of  broad 
general  information,  much  of  which  he  has  ac- 
quired through  extensive  reading.  For  six  years 
he  was  a correspondent  to  the  local  newspapers, 
and  is  a poet  and  writer  of  fiction  of  no  little 
ability,  having  contributed  many  articles  of  merit 
and  interest  to  the  county  and  Eastern  magazines. 
When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  joined  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Dunbridge,  and  has  since  taken 
a very  active  part  in  Church  work.  He  belongs 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Berea,  is  a mem- 
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ber  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  is  pres- 
ident of  the  Young  Peoples  Society  of  Christian 
Endeavor,  also  secretary  of  the  A.  Z.  L.  Society 
of  Berea.  He  is  a member  of  Randolph  Palmer 
Camp  No.  273,  Sons  of  Veterans,  of  Prairie 
Depot,  Ohio.  His  political  support  is  given  the 
Republican  party.  Held  in  the  highest  regard  by 
all  who  know  him,  he  has  made  many  warm 
friends  wherever  he  has  gone,  and  his  well-spent 
life  commands  the  respect  of  all.  Mr.  Callin  was 
elected  Professor  of  History  and  Natural  Science 
in  Jackson  Collegiate  Institute,  at  Jackson,  Ky., 
which  position  he  declined.  On  July  18,  1896, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Fannie  E., 
daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  Muir,  of  Scotch 
Ridge,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Callin  is  a woman  of  genuine 
worth,  is  accomplished,  and  has  a large  circle  of 
friends.  * 

J.  W.  Powell,  senior  member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Stratton,  Powell  & Co.,  leading 
hardware  merchants  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born 
in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  May  21,  1844.  He  is 
of  Welsh  descent,  but  his  family  have  been  in 
this  country  for  several  generations. 

His  grandfather,  Peter  Powell,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Fairfield  county,  died  in  Hancock  county,  in 
1858,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Our  subject's 
father,  George  Powell,  was  born  in  Fairfield 
county,  March  ro,  1S19,  lived  thereuntil  1873, 
and  then  bought  a farm  in  Liberty  township, 
Wood  county,  whereon  he  spent  his  last  vears. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  Beatty,  also  a native  of 
Fairfield  county,  born  in  181S,  and  they  reared 
a family  of  six  children:  J.  W. , our  subject; 

Martha  J.,  now  the  wife  of  L.  Smaltz,  of  Han- 
cock county;  S.  H.,  living  at  the  old  homestead; 
A.  V.,  a resident  of  Bowling  Green;  C.  L. , who 
died  in  Weston,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five;  and 
Laura  B. , the  wife  of  James  Stafford,  of  Liberty 
township.  The  father  of  these,  in  politics,  was 
a Democrat,  up  to  the  Civil  war,  when  he  became 
a Republican,  and  so  remained  until  his  death. 
In  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were  active  and 
consistent  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church.  The 
father  died  January  2(5,  1893,  the  mother  on 
April  26,  1892. 

J.  W.  Powell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  his  native  county 
during  his  boyhood,  and  remained  at  home  up  to 
his  enlistment,  when  he  was  barely  eighteen 
years  old,  in  the  90th  O.  V.  I.,  attached  to  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  took  part  in  a 
number  of  engagements,  Perryville,  etc.;  at 
Stone  River  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  sent 


to  hospital,  where  he  spent  ten  months,  be- 
ing able  during  the  last  five  to  perform  light 
1 duties.  In  18G4  he  was  transferred  to  the  5th 
Regiment,  V.  R.  C.,  and  detailed  to  guard  the 
Rebel  prisoners  at  Indianapolis.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  July  5,  1865,  and  then  returned  home 
to  resume  his  duties  on  the  farm,  so  continuing 
until  his  marriage.  I11  February,  1S67,  he 
moved  to  Hancock  county,  to  his  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  whereon  he  remained  six  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time,  selling  his  interests  there,  he  came 
to  Wood  county  and  bought  a 240-acre  farm  in 
j Liberty  township,  which  he  improved,  placing 
good  buildings  on  it,  and  underdraining  it  with 
sixteen -miles  of  tiling,  in  which  latter  line  of  im- 
provements he  may  be  said  to  have  been  the 
pioneer  in  both  Wood  and  Hancock  counties. 
In  all  respects  his  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
State,  and  no  other  is  equipped  with  a better 
class  of  buildings;  he  also  owns  another  farm  of 
; ninety-six  acres  in  the  same  township. 

In  1 888  Mr.  Powell  opened  out  a hardware 
business  in  Bowling  Green,  and  in  January,  1SS9, 
he  moved  his  family  into  the  city,  in  the  follow- 
ing )7ear  building  his  present  elegant  and  commo- 
dious residence.  He  owns  seventeen  oii-wells. 
the  first  of  which  was  drilled  in  October,  1 SSo. 

I being  the  first  well  started  in  that  section  of  the 
| county,  Mr.  Powell  being  the  second  individual 
I to  lease  land  for  that  purpose  in  Wood  county. 
He  is  also  interested  in  oil  productions  outside  of 
his  own  wells,  in  all  his  undertakings  proving  him- 
self to  be  a typical  American  “ hustler,"  one  who 
: by  innate  grit,  pluck  and  enterprise,  has  from 
: but  a small  capital  built  up  a comparative  for- 
tune. 

On  October  11,  1866,  Mr.  Powell  married 
Miss  Isabel  R.  Courtright,  who  was  born  in  Fair- 
field  county,  Ohio,  May  14,  1S44,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union:  Alba  F.  and  George 
i V.;  and  a son,  Herman  C.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Of  these  children,  Alba  F.  was  married  in  Xo- 
. vember,  1893,  to  VV  . H.  Wy.rauch,  of  Bowling 
Green,  a partner  in  the  store  with  Mr.  Powell, 
j his  wife  acting  in  the  capacity  of  bookkeeper; 

while  George  V.  is  at  present  attending  college 
' at  Westerville,  Ohio,  this  being  his  third  year 
; thereat.  With  true  practical  philanthropy,  our 
J subject  and  his  amiable  wife  have  opened  the.r 
hospitable  doors  to  the  children  of  others.  A 
girl,  Fffa  Kirk,  they  reared  from  the  age  of  ele- 
ven years,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  A 
Saxby,  a druggist  of  Pemberville,  by  whom  site 
has  one  child,  Florence.  A boy,  Tobias  Miller 
! by  name,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  reared  from  the 
! age  of  four  till  he  was  seventeen,  and  they  are  at 
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present  bringing  up  another  little  girl,  named 
Myrtle,  who  is  nine  years  of  age  at  this  writing. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Powell  is  a daughter  of  O.  P.  and 
Sarah  ( Harmon)  Courtright,  the  former  of  whom, 

,t  farmer  by  vocation,  was  born  in  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  in  1814;  he  was  captain  of  Com- 
pany A,  78th  111.  V.  I.,  serving  two  years  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  enjoys  an  enviable  record  as  a 
soldier.  The  mother  was  born  in  Ross  county, 
Ohio,  in  1817.  They  were  the  parents  of  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  America  P. , Harmon  V.,  Isabel 
R.  (Mrs.  Powell),  Elizabeth  J.,  and  Martin  L 
The  mother  of  these  died  in  1850,  and  Mr. 
Courtright  subsequently  married  Mary  McElroy, 
of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  by  which  union  there  were 
nine  children:  James,  Frank,  John,  Joliette, 
Fannie,  Oliver,  Robert,  Walter  and  Stephen. 
The  father  died  in  1S68. 

In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Powell  is  a 
Republican;  socially  he  is  affiliated  with  Wiley 
Post  No.  46,  G.  A.  R. ; in  religious  faith,  he  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  U.  B. 
Church,  toward  which  they  are  liberal  in  their 
donations,  as  well  as  to  educational  works  and  all 
deserving  charities.  They  enjoy  alike  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  a wide  circle  of  friends,  not  only 
in  the  city  of  their  adoption,  but  in  the  entire 
county. 

George  W.  Bell,  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  now  a valued  citizen  of  Mid- 
dleton township,  was  born  in  Monroe  county, 
Ohio,  November  22,  1837.  His  father,  Elisha 
Bell,  was  a native  of  Belmont  county,  Md.,  and 
for  some  years  was  engaged  in  farming  there.  He 
afterward  removed  to  Monroe  county,  this  State, 
where  he  spent  ten  years,  and  then  took  up  his 
residence  in  Washington  county?  where  he  carried 
on  farming  until  his  death  in  1871.  He  married 
Louisa  Tucker,  a native  of  Maryland,  and  they  be- 
came parents  of  these  children — Ellen,  wife  of 
George  W.  Miller,  of  Washington  county:  George 
W. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joseph  Aplin;  Willston,  a 
farmer  of  Washington  county;  William,  an  agri- 
culturist of  Washington  county;  Jane,  wife  of 
Isaac  Wickley;  James;  John  and  Martha,  who 
died  in  childhood.  The  mother  of  this  family 
passed  away  in  1894. 

To  the  common  schools  our  subject  is  in- 
debted for  his  education.  He  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  until  twenty-four  vears  of  age, 
when  he  left  the  farm  to  enter  his  countrv's  serv- 
ice, enlisting  in  1863,  as  a member  of  Company 
K,  36th  O.  V.  I.  lie  joined  the  service  at 
Washington,  Ohio,  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Gettysburg  and  Mission  Ridge,  and  in  the  siege 


of  Atlanta.  He  suffered  much  from  exposure, 

■ but  continued  at  the  front  until  the  war  was  over, 

; as  a faithful  defender  of  the  Union  cause.  He 
then  returned  to  Washington  county,  where  he  re- 
remained until  1881,  when  he  purchased  his  pres- 
; ent  farm,  near  Dunbridge,  in  Middleton  township. 

Mr.  Bell  was  married,  in  1862,  in  Washington 
county,  to  Minerva  Aplin,  a ' native  of  Ludlow 
| county,  Md.  They  became  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren— Joseph;  I7annie,  wife  of  John  Busing; 
Don;  Irene;  Chester;  Russell;  Eva,  deceased  wife 
of  Dr.  Baker;  and  William  and  Daisy,  who  died 
I in  infancy.  Mr.  Bell  is  a member  of  Robert 
Stewart  Post  No.  690,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Dunbridge. 
He  is  an  energetic,  industrious -man  who  owes  his 
; success  in  life  to  his  own  exertions.  As  a citizen 
he  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  interested 
in  the  general  welfare,  and  in  this  volume  well  de- 
1 serves  representation. 

Jacob  H.  Hower,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
October  24,  1829,  and  comes  of  good  old 
Pennsylvania-Dutch  stock.  Jacob  Henry  Hower, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
1 vania,  and  died  in  New  Berlin,  Stark  county,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine  years.  The  day 
! before  his  death  he  walked  three  miles  and  killed 
seven  squirrels  with  his  rifle,  an  old-time  flint- 
lock, which  is  still  retained  in  the  family.  He 
dressed  the  squirrels  himself,  and  had  his  daughter 
prepare  him  a squirrel  supper.  He  was  found 
the  next  morning  dead  in  his  bed,  with  his  arms 
folded  upon  his  breast,  indicating  that  he  had 
passed  quietly  into  his  last  sleep.  Fie  was  the 
father  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  were  Jesse,  John,  George 
(the  father  of  our  subject),  Isaac,  and  Barbara, 
the  latter  of  whom  married  a Mr.  Lawson. 

George  Hower  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
j 1801,  and  was  unified  in  marriage  with  Barbara 
i Haines.  who  was  also  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
1 80S.  They  emigrated  to  Ohio,  living  first  in 
Stark  county,  and  then  in  Medina  until  a short 
time  before  their  death,  when  they  moved  to 
New  Berlin,  where  they  both  died  in  1884.  They 
followed  farming  all  their  lives,  and  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  To 
them  were  born  twelve  children,  three  of  whom 
l died  while  young.  The  others  are:  Mary,  who 
married  Hiram  Burr,  and  died  in  Kansas;  Jacob 
, Henry,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Nancy,  who  mar- 
ried Adolph  Derthick  he  died,  and  she  married 
a second  time,  and  is  living  in  Clinton,  111.:; 
Jesse,  who  died  in  1867;  Sophia,  married,  and 
living  in  Illinois;  Solomon,  who  served  all  through 
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the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died  soon  after; 

G.  W. , living  in  Clinton,  111.;  Sadie,  married  and 
living  at  home;  Irene,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Bowman,  and  resides  in  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  grew  up  with  his  parents  until 
nine  years  old,  when  he  commenced  working  on 
a threshing  machine,  and  has  done  more  or  less 
threshing  ever  since,  making,  in  all,  fifty-four 
seasons.  At  thirteen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Indiana,  and  worked  on  a farm.  He  picked  up 
the  cooper’s  trade,  and  also  that  of  a machinist, 
and,  determining  to  see  something  of  the  great 
world  about  him,  became  a rover.  As  soon  as 
he  earned  money  enough  in  one  place  to  carry 
him  away,  he  would  leave  for  parts  unknown, 
his  various  trades  standing  him  in  good  need  as 
he  always  found  employment  adapted  to  some 
one  of  them,  and  he  went  on  in  this  way  until  he 
had  traveled  over  twenty-three  different  States 
of  the  Union.  He  finally  settled  down  in  Wood 
county  in  1858,  and  with  considerable  effort 
curbed  his  roving  propensities.  He  married 
January  7,  1861,  Miss  Martha  J.  Mitchell,  who 
was  born'  in  Plain  township  June  8,  1835,  and 
one  child  was  born  to  them:  Irvin  M.,  November 
18,  1867;  he  is  married,  and  has  one  child, 
Ufford  Rollin.  Our  subject  had  one  adopted 
child,  Lulu,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Holly; 
He  was  born  in  Auglaize  county,  Ohio,  in  1S67.  i 

Mr.  Hower  joined  Co.  K,  185th  O.  V.  I.,  in 
January,  1 865 , and  served  during  the  remainder 
of  the  war,  under  Capt.  Black.  He  is  now  set- 
tled in  Plain  township  and  has  fifty  acres  of  good 
land  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  does  gen- 
eral farming. 

Albirtus  Russell  is  a wide-awake  and  pro- 
gressive business  man  of  Plain  township,  whose 
life  record  well  deserves  a place  in  the  history  of 
his  adopted  county.  He  was  born  in  Erie  county, 
Penn.,  January  11,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Charles 

H.  and  Maria  (Williams)  Russell,  the  former 
born  in  New  York,  June  1 1,  1821,  and  the  latter 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  June  of  the  same  year.  The 
father  w-as  educated  in  the  Empire  State,  where 
for  a time  he  followed  farming;  but  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Pennsylvania.  In  1857  he  brought  his  fam- 
ily to  Wood  county,  locating  on  forty  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Washington  township,  where  he  built  a 
log  cabin,  and  then  began  the  work  of  improving 
his  farm.  His  death  there  occurred  in  Februarv, 
1882,  and  his  wife  w-as  called  to  the  home  be- 
yond August  25,'  1890.  Their  children  were 
Mary  J.,  born  March  22,  1846,  wife  of  P.  P. 
Coudit;  Albirtus,  our  subject;  Elijah  I).,  born 
March  25,  1850,  now  of  Fulton  county,  Ohio; 


Vioia  M.,  who  was  born  February  14,  1854, 
and  died  July  20,  1855;  Aurora  B.,  who  was 
born  April  20,  1859,  and  died  April  16,  1864; 
Ida  A.,  who  was  born  December  11,  1862,  and 
died  April  30,  1864.  The  father  was  a Presbv- 
terian  in  religious  faith;  a Republican  in  political 
belief,  and  for  some  time  served  as  school  di- 
rector. 

Albirtus  Russell  is  indebted  to  the  district 
schools  of  both  his  native  county  and  Wood  county 
for  his  education.  The  first  ten  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  he  then 
came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  locating  on  the 
home  farm.  In  December,  1863,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  he  laid  aside  school  books  for  the  rifle, 
and  the  school-boy  became  a soldier  of  Company 
G,  10th  Ohio  Cavalry.  His  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  the  Western  army,  and  he  participated 
in  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and  went  with  Sherman  on 
the  celebrated  “march  to  the  sea.”  On  the  day 
when  the  country  celebrated  its  national  inde- 
pendence in  1865,  our  hero  of  the  Civil  war  re- 
received an  honorable  discharge,  and  started  for 
his  home  with  a military  record  of  which  he  may 
be  justly  proud. 

Mr.  Russell  continued  to  aid  in  the  operation 
of  the  homestead  until  1873,  when  he  located  on 
a sixty-acre  farm,  which  he  yet  owns.  He  is, 
however,  operating  200  acres  of  land  which  he 
has  under  a very  high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
is  also  a salesman  for  the  Plano  Mnfg.  Co.,  of 
Chicago.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
Republican  party.  For  three  years  he  has  served 
as  constable  in  Washington  township,  and  school 
director  for  twelve  years,  and  also  clerk  of  the 
school  board;  he  was  elected  trustee  of  Plain 
township  in  the  spring  of  1895  by  a majority  of 
three  hundred;  he  served  ten  years  as  road  super- 
visor, and  was  the  first  assessor  of  his  precinct  in 
Plain  township.  He  belongs  to  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  to  the  Blue  Lodge  of 
Masons,  of  Tontogany,  and  Crystal  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Russell  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Condit, 
the  adopted  daughter  of  Philip  Condit,  formerly 
of  Plain  ’ township.  They  have  ten  children: 
Clayton  R.  J.,  born  January  14,  1869,  now  fore- 
man of  the  wood  works  in  the  Empire  Plow- 
Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  he  married  Katie 
Kadle.  Charles  H.,  born  June  10,  1871,  is  a 
farmer,  and  was  married  January  15,  1895,  to 
Mary  Digby.  Louisa  M.,  born  February  13,  [873. 
William,  born  June  8,  1875.  Rutherford  Ha\es, 
born  November  12,  1876;  Frank  F. , born  Oc- 
tober 7,  1878;  Howard  A.,  born  December  12, 
1880;  Nellie  M.,  born  May  11,  1883;  Leonard 
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lr.,  born  February  27,  1 S S 7 , and  Enos  A.,  born 
December  6,  1890,  are  all  at  home.  Mr.  Russell 
justly  ranks  among  the  leading  business  men  and 
representative  citizens  of  Wood  county.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  sterling  worth,  and  the  soul  of 
honor  in  all  business  transactions,  and  a highly 
esteemed  man  in  private  life. 

F.  B.  Adams,  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
prosperous  of  the  younger  citizens  of  Portage 
township,  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  May 
15,  1869,  on  a farm  in  Section  2,  Bloorn  town- 
ship, a son  of  Henry  and  Margaretta  (Dresser) 
Adams. 

Our  subject  received  all  his  education  at  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  boy-  ; 
hood  home,  excepting  an  eight-weeks' attendance 
at  the  North  American  Normal  School,  at  Fos- 
toria.  He  acquired  a good  fund  of  general 
knowledge;  but  he  was  always  more  fond  of  ma- 
chinery than  books.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage he  lived  at  home,  assisting  his  father,  under 
whose  tuition  he  gained  a thorough  insight  into 
the  mysteries  of  agriculture,  and  after  that  event 
bought  his  fifty-acre  farm  in  Section  35,  Portage 
township,  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  never 
devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  this  tract, 
however,  the  farm  work  being  done  by  hired 
help,  while  he  gives  his  attention  to  the  oil  busi- 
ness, acting  as  overseer  for  Fowler  Bros.,  of 
Bradner.  He  is  interested  in  the  Lone  Star  Oil 
Co.,  which  carries  on  operations  in  Portage 
township.  Mr.  Adams  was  formerly  interested 
in  a picket  mill  operated  in  Portage  township, 
and  though  young  he  has  been  very  successful  in 
all  his  ventures.  He  is  steady-going  and  ambi- 
tious, and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  well-to- 
do  citizens  of  his  community. 

On  March  19,  1S92,  Mr.  Adams  was  married, 
in  Perry  township,  to  Miss  Mary  Longacre,  of 
Portage  township,  daughter  of  H.  R.  Longacre, 
and  one  child  has  blessed  this  union,  OlenJ., 
born  April  23,  1894.  Our  subject  is  a Democrat 
in  political  faith,  but  usually  supports  the  best 
man  without  regard  to  party  lines.  Socially  he 
is  affiliated  with  Petroleum  Lodge  No.  499,  K. 
of  P. , of  which  he  is  a charter  member. 

William  Brooks.  As  an  example  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  industry  and  “grit,  ” 
the  life  of  the  man  whose  name  opens  this  sketch 
is  worthy  to  be  recorded  in  a work  of  this  kind. 

W ith  no  advantages  in  early  youth,  landing  in  a 
strange  country  with  a meager  sum  of  money,  and 
no  friends  but  his  strong  hands,  and  no  assistance 


but  a steady  purpose  to  make  his  way  in  spite  of 
all  obstacles,  Mr.  Brooks’  career  teaches  a lesson 
by  which  other  young  men  would  do  well  to  profit. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  10,  1829,  in 

Lincolnshire,  England,  the  fifth  son  and  sixth 
child  in  a family  of  nine  children  born  to  Benja- 
min and  Jane  (Hall)  Brooks.  The  father  sup- 
ported his  family  by  day  labor,  and  both  parents 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land,  the 
father  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-two,  and  the 
mother  when  eighty-seven  years  old.  When  a 
mere  child,  only  eight  years  old,  William  was 
put  to  work  driving  a team,  and  such  other  work 
as  his  tender  youth  was  capable  of,  his  wages 
being  the  munificent  sum  of  four  cents  a day  and 
his  dinner.  He  afterward  worked  on  a farm  until 
he  was  twenty  two  years  old,  his  highest  wages 
in  all  this  time  being  $59  a year. 

This  slow  way  of  getting  on  in  the  world  was 
not  at  all  to  the  liking  of  the  ambitious  \ oung 
Englishman,  and  he  determined  to  seek  in  the 
New  World  the  opportunities  denied  him  in  the 
old  country.  Accordingly,  having  out  of  his 
scanty  pittance  saved  enough  to  pay  for  his  pas- 
sage, he  shipped,  on  April  14,  1 S 5 2 , at  Hull,  on 
the  sailing  vessel  “Fingal,”  bound  for  Quebec, 
which  he  reached  after  a tedious  voyage  of  six 
weeks,  and  with  six  sovereigns  in  his  pocket.  He 
remained  in  that  city  for  a day  and  a half,  then 
came  to  Grafton,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  worked 
there  and  in  the  vicinity  as  a farm  hand  for  four 
y’ears.  In  the  fall  of  1853  Mr.  Brooks  came  to 
Wood  county  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Section  19,  Perry  township,  all  but  six 
acres  of  which  had  been  slashed.  He  then 
returned  to  Lorain  county,  and  for  some  three 
years  worked  hard  to  raise  the  money,  $450,  to 
pay  for  his  land.  In  1856  he  again  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  settled  upon  his  land,  keeping 
“bachelor's  nail"  in  an  old  log  cabin  on  the 
place,  and  began  at  once  to  clear  up  and  improve 
the  property.  Kis  industry  and  thrift  have  met 
with  their  reward,  and  he  now  owns  250  acres  of 
land,  which,  from  its  primitive  condition  of  wild 
forests,  has  been  made  to  bloom  and  “blossom 
as  the  rose,"  and  which  as  a farm  has  few  equals 
in  the  county.  All  the  improvements  on  it  are 
the  work  of  his  own  hands,  and  he  can  now  enjoy 
in  case  and  comfort  the  results  of  his  hard  labor 
and  privation  in  his  early  days. 

On  November  1,  1855,  Mr.  Brooks  was  mar- 
ried in  Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Walker,  who  was  born  in  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  twelve  years  old  w hen  her 
parents,  Adam  Walker  and  wife,  removed  to 
Wood  county.  She  died  in  May,  1875.  and  was 
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buried  in  the  Weaver  cemetery,  in  Bloom  town- 
ship. On  January  6,  1876,  Mr.  Brooks  was 

again  married,  his  second  wife,  who  is  still  living, 
being  Miss  Matilda  Walker,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1848,  in  Bloom  township,  daughter  of  ; 
Andrew  and  Nancy  (Fellows)  Walker.  They  1 
have  four  children — George,  Fannie,  Clarence 
and  Herbert,  all  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Brooks  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Demo-  j 
cratic  party,  although  he  is  no  partisan,  and  looks 
more  to  the  character  of  the  men  who  run  for  j 
office  than  to  any  party  affiliations.  His  wife  is  ; 
a member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and, 
although  not  a Church  member  himself,  he  con- 
tributes liberally  to  religious  enterprises  and 
charitable  objects.  In  many  respects  he  is  a 
remarkable  man.  Without  any  schooling,  he 
has  accomplished  what  many  a man  of  education 
has  failed  to  do,  and  his  reputation  for  honesty  ! 
and  upright  dealing  is  known  throughout  the 
county.  He  is  one  of  the  most  industrious  men 
living,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  citizens 
of  the  community. 

James  W.  \Yilliams,  M.  D. , Weston,  was 
born  February  3,  1849,  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  ; 
whence  about  a year  later  his  father  moved  to  ; 
Hancock  county. 

When  our  subject  was  eight  years  old  his 
mother  died,  and  he  returned  to  Delaware  county 
to  live  with  his  uncle,  Joseph  C.  Cole.  About 
the  year  1864  his  father  married  again,  and 
young  James  returned  to  Hancock  county,  where 
he  taught  school  for  one  term,  later  attending 
Findlay  Union  Schools,  graduating,  after  four 
years,  from  the  Normal  department  thereof. 
For  one  year  he  taught  in  the  grammar  depart-  i 
ment  of  the  Findlay  Union  Schools,  then  attend- 
ed the  Normal  School  at  Worthington,  Ohio. 
Later  he  taught  in  Prospect,  Marion  county,  and 
in  the  district  schools  of  Delaware  county,  in  the 
meantime  occupying  his  leisure  moments  in  read- 
ing medicine.  In  Delaware,  Ohio,  he  was  asso-  ! 
dated  with  his  uncle,  Ephraim  Llewellen,  M.  D., 
in  the  drug  business,  and  studied  with  him. 
After  his  preliminary  preparation  he  sold  his  in- 
terest in  the  store  to  his  uncle,  and  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati, where,  in  1874,  he  again  attended  school, 
graduating  in  May,  1875.  After  looking  around, 
he  finally  located  at  Weston,  and  in  June,  1875, 
opened  an  office.  In  1884  our  subject  went  to 
Chicago,  and  took  the  practitioner’s  course  in 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  Hospital,  de- 
riving considerable  benefit  from  visiting  various 
hospitals,  including  Cook  County  and  Mercy 
Hospitals.  He  then  returned  to  Weston,  where 


he  has  since  continued  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

Politically  the  Doctor  is  a Republican,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  mayor  for  one  term,  was  a 
member  of  the  council,  a justice  of  the  peace, 
and  a member  of  the  school  board,  at  present 
holding  the  office  of  township  trustee.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the  follow- 
ing societies  : Weston  Lodge  No.  560,  F.  N 

A.  M. , of  Weston;  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Weston  Lodge 
No.  681;  Subordinate  Lodge  and  Columbian  En- 
campment No.  274  (representing  this  district  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio);  Kokosing  Lodge  No. 
303,  Daughters  of  Rebekah;  the  Ohio  Home- 
opathic Medical  Society,  and  the  North  Western 
Ohio  Homeopathic  Medical  Society. 

On  January  17,  1S78,  Dr.  Williams  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  M.  Murphy,  and  their  children 
are:  Sarah  Edna,  born  April  2,  1S79,  and  Mav 

M. , born  September  2,  1882.  Mrs.  Williams 
died  March  26,  1885,  and  on  September  iS.  1S8S. 
our  subject  was  married  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio, 
to  Miss  Devella  E.  Starr,  by  which  union  there 
are  three  children:  Elda,  born  September  2, 

1889;  Ruth,  born  August  1,  1892,  and  Nehemiah 
Starr,  born  November  4,  1895. 

The  Williams  family  trace  their  ancestry  back 
to  Nehemiah  Williams,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  who  was  born  May  5,  1737.  in  New 
York  State.  From  information  received  by  Dr. 
Williams  from  the  War  Department  at  Washing- 
ton, it  appears  that  Nehemiah  Williams,  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  was  enlisted  August  6, 
17 — , as  a sergeant  in  Capt.  Christian  Getman’s 
company  of  Rangers,  known  as  the  Second  Com- 
pany of  Tyrone,  N.  Y.  This  company  was  re- 
viewed August  29,  1776,  by  Isaac  Paris,  muster- 
master,  and  on  that  muster  roll  the  name  of  Ne- 
hemiah Williams  appears  as  sergeant.  It  also 
appears  that  he  was  appointed  a sergeant  March 
8,  1777,  in  Capt.  Giles  Wolcott's  company,  in  the 
battalion  of  Continental  forces  commanded  by 
Col.  Seth  Warner,  and  his  name  is  borne  on  the 
rolls  to  include  June,  1779.  Some  time  after  the 
latter  date  Nehemiah  Williams  removed  to  Wash- 
ington county,  Ya.,  and  about  the  year  1817 
came  with  his  wife  and  three  children  to  Ohi". 
settling  in  Troy  township,  Delaware  county, 
where  he  died  October  20,  1821.  By  occupation 
he  was  a farmer.  His  wife,  Mary,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  March  14,  1759,  and  died  in  Troy  town- 
ship, Delaware  Co.,  Ohio.  May  21,  1822.  Their 
eldest  son,  James  grandfather  of  our  subject  . 
was  born  March  2.  1800,  and  died  in  1824.  He 
married  Sarah  Cole,  and  two  sons  were  born  to 
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thorn:  Nehemiah  and  James,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  when  a young  man.  Both  were  farmers  by 
occupation. 

Nehemiah  Williams,  father  of  our  subject, 
svas  born  September  27,  1822,  and  lived  in  Dela- 
ware county  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when 
he  moved  to  Orange  township,  Hancock  count}-, 
there  passing  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
March  17,  1895,  on  the  same  farm  which  was 
held  by  a patent  presented  to  him  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  which  never 
changed  its  title  until  just  before  his  death,  when 
it  was  divided  among  his  children.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  time  on  December  30,  1847,  to 
Janet  Trindle,  who  was  born  March  9,  1830,  and 
died  August  23,  1 S 5 7 . Their  children  were: 
James  W. , our  subject;  Joseph,  born  July  20, 
1851,  died  March  7,  1865;  Sarah  Ann,  born  July 
12,  1853,  died  April  4,  1 S 7 6 ; and  Emma,  born 
October  21,  1855,  died  July  7,  18S4.  For  his 
second  wife,  Nehemiah  Williams,  in  the  fall  of 
1864,  married  Catherine  Longworth,  and  they 
have  seven  children:  Hugh,  who  lives  in  the  old 

home  in  Hancock  county;  Mary  (Mrs.  Henry 
Foltz),  of  North  Baltimore;  Jesse,  a farmer,  liv- 
ing on  part  of  the  old  farm ; George,  also  a farmer, 
residing  on  part  of  the  old  farm;  Mattie,  wife  of 
Jesse  Agin,  who  is  a farmer  in  Hancock  county; 
Ada,  wife  of  L.  Heite,  a farmer  in  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio;  and  Floyd,  who  is  still  unmarried, 
and  lives  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead.  The 
father  of  this  family,  when  a seventeen-year-old 
hoy,  united  with  the  Marlboro  Regular  Baptist 
Church,  and  continued  a member  of  the  Regular 
Baptist  Church  to  the  day  of  his  death.  In  his 
political  predilections  he  was  a Republican. 

R.  B.  Rogers.  Prominent  in  the  history  of 
Wood  county  are  the  representative  business  men 
and  enterprising  farmers,  and  among  them  is  the 
subject  of  this  personal  history.  He  was  for  sev- 
eral years  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business,  but 
now  devotes  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
in  which  he  is  meeting  with  well-deserved  success. 
A native  of  England,  he  was  born  in  Cornwall, 
April  24,  1854,  and  is  the  third  child  of  William 
and  Margaret  (Baker)  Rogers,  the  others  being 
William,  a farmer  of  Lake  township;  Anna,  who 
"as  the  wife  of  Morris  Marsh,  and  died  in  Lucas 
county,  Ohio;  and  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Robert  Tip- 
laday,  of  Lake  township. 

The  mother  died  in  England,  and  with  the 
hope  of  giving  his  children  a better  start  in  life, 
the  father  resolved  to  emigrate  to  the  New  World 
1,1  the  spring  of  1863.  In  May  the  family  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  “ Kangaroo,”  at  Plymouth, 
60 


| and  fifteen  days  after  leaving  Queenstown,  Ire- 
land, they  landed  at  New  York.  Their  destina- 
tion was  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  for  four 
years  the  father  rented  a farm  in  Pittsfield  town- 
ship; in  1867  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  new 
land  in  Lake  township,  Wood  county,  which  was 
: entirely  unimproved,  not  even  a road  being  laid 
{ out  to  his  place,  the  most  of  which  was  under 
water.  Two  of  his  children,  William  and  Anna, 
accompanied  him  to  Wood  county,  but  our  sub- 
ject and  his  sister  Ellen  remained  with  relatives 
in  Lorain  county  until  1871.  Here  the  father 
j was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
1 Mary  White,  and  they  now  have  a pleasant  home 
j in  Lake  township,  the  land  having  been  converted 
into  a highly  cultivated  and  desirable  farm.  He 
j has  been  quite  successful  in  his  business  transac- 
tions, securing  a comfortable  competence,  and 
; still  superintends  the  management  of  his  affairs, 
although  he  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years. 

Mr.  Rogers,  of  this  sketch,  began  his  educa- 
| tion  in  the  subscription  schools  of  England,  and 
; then  attended  the  government  schools,  where  a 
tuition  was  paid.  Pie  was  about  nine  years  of 
age  when  brought  to  the  United  States,  and, 
j with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  at  the 
home  of  his  uncle,  Edward  Rogers,  in  Pittsfield, 
Lorain  county,  he  remained  with  his  father  until 
the  age  of  sixteen.  For  one  year  he  was  then 
employed  on  government  work  in  Toledo,  after 
which  he  entered  the  sawmill  business,  being  thus 
engaged  for  several  years,  with  the  exception  of 
six  months  spent  in  Missouri  at  farm  labor  and 
threshing,  where  he  had  gone  in  the  spring  of 
1878.  It  was  in  the  early  part  of  18SS,  that 
Mr.  Rogers  removed  the  sawmill,  in  which  he 
owned  a third  interest,  to  the  north  half  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  Section  13,  Bloom  town- 
ship, in  the  midst  of  timber,  where  he  began  to 
fell  the  trees  and  manufacture  lumber.  Two 
years  previous  to  the  time,  J.  B.,  T.  A.,  and  R 
B.  Rogers  had  purchased  the  eightv  acres  of 
land  where  the  sawmill  was  afterward  located. 
In  the  fall  of  1890,  J.  B Rogers  sold  his  inter- 
est to  the  other  members  of  the  firm,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1895,  our  subject  disposed  of  his  share  in 
the  mill  to  his  partner,  and  bought  the  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  is  now  successfully 
operating. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1883,  in  Monroe. 
Mich.,  Mr.  Rogers  married  Miss  Merill.i  Marsh, 
a native  of  Lake  township,  and  a daughter  of 
Luke  Marsh,  a farmer.  They  have  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  have  an  adopted  daughter, 
Flossie,  who  has  made  her  home  with  them  since 
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the  age  of  two  years.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Rogers  is  a Republican,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  District  No.  11, 
Bloom  township.  He  is  classed  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  one  of  the  public-spirited  and  repre- 
fentative  men  of  the  township,  and  the  com- 
petence he  has  secured  is  the  just  reward  of  his 
own  labors,  as  he  has  had  to  make  his  own  way 
in  life  since  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Israel  Boroughf  was  born  in  Sandusky  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  May  13,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and 
Sophia  (Felger)  Boroughf.  His  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  but  were  married  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  whence  they  afterward  removed  to 
Sandusky  county.  The  mother  died  January  19, 
1889,  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  The  children 
of  the  family  were  Eliza,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Eli,  a machinist  and  engineer  of  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Sarah,  wife  of  James  Daringer,  of  Richland  coun- 
ty, Ohio;  Israel;  Mary  Catherine,  who  died  in 
girlhood;  Caroline,  deceased  wife  of  Horatio  Van- 
Tassel;  and  Samantha,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  Frederick  Boroughf,  a member  of 
the  family,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Our  subject  was  a child  of  eleven  years  when 
the  mother  removed  with  her  family  to  Bellevue, 
Huron  county.  In  July,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  the 
1st  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  then  went  from  Cin- 
cinnati to  Covington,  Ky. , and  on  to  the  South. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  July,  1865,  and  arrived  home  on  the 
10th  of  August.  He  has  since  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  His  educational  privileges  were 
limited,  but,  through  extensive  reading  and  ex- 
perience, he  has  become  a well-informed  man. 
In  February,  1866,  he  arrived  in  Wood  county, 
where  he  worked  as  a farm  hand  for  a time,  and 
later  operated  land  on  shares.  He  was  also 
employed  in  a brickyard  near  Weston  for  two 
seasons. 

In  Milton  township,  May  3,  1870,  Mr. ' Bor- 
oughf married  Miss  Emma  Jane  Morehouse,  who 
was  born  September  20,  1S52,  in  Wood  county. 
Their  children  are.:  Elmer,  who  is  married,  and 

lives  in  Milton  township;  Charles,  Henry  and 
Fred,  at  home;  Carrie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  months;  and  Lucy  and  John. 

In  1874  Mr.  Boroughf  purchased  sixteen  acres 
of  land,  which  he  afterward  sold,  and  rented  a 
farm  in  Grand  Rapids,  for  three  years.  His 
present  home  comprises  forty  acres  in  Section 
11,  Milton  township,  improved  with  good  build- 
ings, while  the  well-tilled  Helds  yield  tu  him  a 
comfortable  income.  He  started  out  in  life  a 
poor  boy,  but  diligence  and  unfaltering  determi- 


1 nation  have  secured  to  him  a comfortable  home. 

: In  politics  he  was  formerly  a Republican,  but 
I for  ten  years  he  has  been  a stalwart  Prohibitionist. 

Wilson  Hamilton,  a prominent  stockman 
and  agriculturist  of  Montgomery  township,  was 
born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  August  15,  1841, 
a son  of  Edward  and  Louisa  (Miller)  Wilson, 
who  moved  to  Huron  county  when  our  subject 
was  five  years  old.  As  they  were  poor,  young 
Wilson’s  schooling  was  necessarily  limited,  for  at 
an  early  age  he  was  put  to  work  on  the  farm, 
and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age,  working  for  as  low  wages  as  $4  per  month. 

On  August  4,  1862,  Mr.  Hamilton  enlisted  at 
Havana,  Huron  county,  in  Company  D,  ioist  O. 
V.  I.  under  Capt.  H.  C.  Sheldon.  The  regiment 
camped  at  Monroeville  until  September  4,  of 
I that  year,  then  went  to  Cincinnati,  and  later  to 
i Kentucky,  where  its  first  battle  was  fought  at 
; Perryville.  Our  subject  participated  in  all  the 
| engagements  of  his  regiment  until  September  20, 

! 1863,  when  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner 
| at  Chickamauga ; for  thirteen  days  he  was  confined 
j at  Crawfish  Springs,  Ga. , and  was  then  paroled 
j and  sent  to  the  field  hospital  at  Chattanooga, 
and  later  to  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  and  Hospital  19, 
at  Nashville;  he  was  then  sent  to  the  parole  camp 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  thence  home  on  a furlough. 
At  Camp  Chase  he  was  discharged  in  August, 
1864,  and  returned  home  in  a much-used-up  con- 
dition; he,  for  one  year,  was  engaged  as  a stage 
driver  between  Havana,  Steuben,  North  Fair- 
field,  Peru,  and  Norwalk,  Ohio,  making  tri-weekly 
trips  of  forty-five  miles  a day.  Previous  to  lo- 
t eating  at  Prairie  Depot,  he  had  been  in  the  gro- 
■ eery  business  on  a small  scale  at  Havana.  In 
July,  1865,  he  was  employed  by  Halladay  & Owen 
in  Huron  county,  and  later  became  a partner  in 
the  firm,  after  which  he  became  identified  with 
the  Toledo  Wheel  Co.,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
later  had  charge  of  their  mill  at  Portage,  Wood 
county.  Returning  to  Huron  county,  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  E.  P.  Halladay  in  the 
lumber  business, until  1890,  which  business  is  now 
conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Halladay  N 
Hamilton.  This  firm  continued  in  the  lumber 
business  at  Prairie  Depot  from  1871  to  1890. 
since  which  time  they  have  been  exclusively 
carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits,  and  are  among 
the  most  extensive  farmers  in  Wood  county. 

On  October  8,  1879,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Frances  E.  Spalding,  1 native  of 
Michigan,  and  a daughter  of  Carlos  Spalding. 

; farmer  of  Eaton  county,  Mich.  The  following 
! children  were  born  to  them:  Irina  A.,  still  at 


, 

. 


WOOD  COUNT r,  OHIO. 


917 


home;  Louisa  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  Fanny  A.,  and  Wilson  E.  also  at  home. 
Mr.  Hamilton  is  a Republican,  and  has  held  the 
offices  of  township  treasurer,  township  clerk, 
mayor  of  Prairie  Depot,  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, and  was  appointed  county  commissioner  to 
fill  a vacancy,  but  declined  to  accept.  He  is  a 
man  who  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  managed  his  business,  and  his 
success  may  be  attributed  to  his  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  all  its  details,  no  matter  how  trifling.  He 
is  quiet  and  unassuming,  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  representative  business  men  of  Wood 
county.  He  has  one  of  the  most  luxuriously  fur- 
nished homes  in  Prairie  Depot,  in  which  it  is  his 
pleasure  to  entertain  his  many  friends  and  warm 
admirers. 

Barnard  Phillips,  a farmer  in  good  stand- 
ing in  Washington  township,  successful  as  a tiller  i 
of  the  soil,  and  one  who  has  been  prominently  ! 
identified  with  local  affairs,  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
fine  farm  of  120  acres,  well  improved  and  sup- 
plied with  a good  set  of  farm  buildings.  He  is  ! 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  his  township,  and  there 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed,  aid-  j 
ing  in  all  those  interests  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  local  community,  and  the  county 
at  large.  The  Empire  State  has  furnished  many 
worthy  citizens  to  Ohio,  and  not  the  least  among 
these  is  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Rinder- 
hook  township,  Columbia  county,  December  27, 
1827.  His  father,  John  Phillips,  was  of  German 
parentage,  botn  in  the  town  of  Ghent,  Columbia 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1805,  and  there  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. In  New  York  he  met  and  married  the  j 
mother  of  Barnard,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Elsie  Van  Valkenburg,  and  was  of  Holland 
origin.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  eleven 
children,  who  were  named  as  follows:  Almira, 

wife  of  Lemuel  Johnson,  of  Massachusetts;  Barn- 
ard; Eliza,  who  died  in  infancy;  Jane  E.,  a resi- 
dent of  Evanston,  111.,  and  the  widow  of  George 
Shaw;  Sarah  A.,  who  is  the  widow  of  Lyman 
Chapman,  and  lives  in  Tontogany;  William  and 
Francis,  both  deceased;  Caroline,  wife  of  Daniel 
Huffman,  of  Wood  county;  John,  a farmer  of 
Washington  township;  Byron,  of  this  county;  j 
and  Elsa,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Hoffman,  of  Grand  1 
Rapids,  Ohio.  While  a resident  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  father  was,  for  some  time,  superintend- 
ent of  a cotton  mill;  but  on  coming  to  Ohio,  in 
1855,  he  purchased  100  acres  of  partially  im- 
proved land  in  Washington  township,  to  which 
he  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention,  and 
there  passed  Ins  remaining  days. 


The  school  training  which  Barnard  Phillips 
received  was  quite  meagre,  being  limited  to  only 
a six-months'  attendance  at  a public  school  when 
ten  years  of  age,  so  that  he  is  almost  entirely 
self-educated.  Learning  the  machinist’s  trade, 
he  followed  that  occupation  for  six  years;  but, 
owing  to  ill  health,  he  was  compelled  to  seek  some 
othe.r  employment,  and  bought  100  acres  of  land 
in  Washington  township,  which  he  afterward 
sold  to  his  father,  then  becoming  the  owner  of 
the  fine  farm  which  he  still  has  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza 
Ruder,  a daughter  of  Solomon  Ruder,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  on  the  17th  of  October,  1858. 
The  lady  was  born  on  Christmas  Day,  1831.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four 
children,  as  follows:  Elsie,  born  October  25, 

1859,  died  while  young.  John  S. , born  Novem- 
ber 6,  1861,  was  married  January  16,  1890,  to 
Harriet  N.  Ross,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Aldace,  born  November  19,  1894  (his  vocation 
is  that  of  farming,  and  he  still  resides  on  the  old 
homestead,  aiding  in  its  development);  Ratie  E. . 
born  August  7,  1866,  is  a music  teacher.  Lucy 
M. , born  August  12,  1872,  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Philhps  was  one  of  the  brave  boys  in  blue 
during  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  at  Tontog- 
any, May  2,  1S64,  in  Company  B,  144th  O.  V. 
I.,  under  Capt.  Black  and  Col.  Miller,  and 
from  there  the  troops  went  to  Columbus,  bn  to 
Fort  McHenry  and  then  to  Camp  Parole,  where 
our  subject  was  taken  prisoner  in  July,  1864,  near 
Frederick,  Md.  He  was  first  confined  in  Lynch- 
burg, then  sent  to  Danville,  and  later  to  Rich- 
mond, and  on  being  released  weighed  only  ninety 
pounds,  having,  during  the  seven  months  of  his 
incarceration,  lost  fifty  pounds.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Columbus,  April  6,  186;,  and 
has  never  yet  fully  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
his  army  service.  He  now  belongs  to  Walter  A. 
Wood  Post  No.  48,  G.  A.  R. , of  Tontoganv,  and 
in  politics  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 
His  son  and  two  daughters  are  consistent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  his  wife  holds  membership  with  the  Woman’s 
Relief  Corps.  In  their  pleasant  home  thev  are 
surrounded  by  all  that  makes  life  worth  the  liv- 
ing, and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence which  they  have  won  from  their  neighbors 
by  their  beneficent  and  upright  lives. 

Francis  M.  Wirick,  a popular  and  leading 
citizen  of  Jerry  City,  is  a native  of  \\  >d  coun- 
ty, born  December  30,  i860,  at  the  home  of  his 
parents,  David  H.  and  Mary  Ann  (Smith  Wir- 
ick. During  his  early  years  he  attended  District 
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School  No.  3,  of  Bloom  township,  where  he 
acquired  a fair  common-school  education,  while 
at  home  he  received  the  training  which  has  been 
so  valuable  to  him  in  carrying  on  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  remained  upon  the  family  home- 
stead, assisting  his  father  in  his  daily  labors  all 
through  his  boyhood,  and  for  one  year  after  his 
marriage 

That  happy  event  was  celebrated  on  June 
22,  1885,  Miss  Mettie  Swope  becoming  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Jerry  City,  December  22,  1868, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Daniel  H.  and  Sarah  (Boyd) 
Swope.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children — IdaE.,  born  May  1, 
1886,  and  died  in  infancy;  David  C.,  who  was  born. 
July  30,  1887,  and  died  November  17,  1894; 
and  Orpha  M.,  who  was  born  September  15, 
1889.  Mr.  Wirick  became  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  3.  Bloom  township,  re- 
siding there  until  the  spring  of  1891,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Jerry  City,  there  making  his  home  for 
one  year,  but  on  the  expiration  of  that  time  re- 
turned to  his  farm.  Since  November,  1894, 
however,  he  has  resided  in  Jerry  City,  where  he 
owns  a pleasant  home,  though  he  still  superin- 
tends the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the 
excellent  eighty-acre  farm.  He  is  a practical, 
far-sighted  business  man,  energetic  and  progress- 
ive, and  takes  a commendable  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  his  town  and  countv. 
He  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  councilman. 

Robert  Pargellis.  Among  the  residents  of 
foreign  birth  who  have  sought  homes  in  America 
and  become  valued  citizens  of  their  adopted  land 
is  this  gentleman,  a well-known  farmer  of  Mid- 
dleton township.  He  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, July  29,  183S,  and  is  a son  of  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth  (Wright)  Pargellis,  also  natives  of  Scot- 
land, the  former  born  in  1800,  the  latter  in  1808. 
They  were  married  in  Glasgow',  where  the  father 
carried  on  business  as  a wholesale  stationery  mer- 
chant for  some  years.  In  1843  he  brought  his 
family  to  the  New  World,  and  became  a resident 
of  Wood  county,  purchasing  160  acres  of  land  on 
Hull  Prairie.  To  the  city-bred  man,  who  had 
enjoyed  all  the  advantages  and  conveniences  of 
metropolitan  life,  the  difficulties  of  frontier  life 
and  the  labor  of  developing  a farm  might  well 
seem  appalling,  but  after  a time  the  land  began 
to  put  on  a semblance  of  a good  home  and  a well- 
cultivated  farm.  Mr.  Pargellis  died  in  1835,  his 
wife  in  1888.  They  were  consistent  Presbyteri- 
ans in  religious  faith,  and  the  first  members  of 


Hood  Church,  on  Hull  Prairie.  In  politics  he 
was  an  Old-line  Whig. 

The  family  numbered  seven  members — Alex- 
! ander,  a farmer  of  this  county ; Robert;  Andrew, 
a farmer  of  Middleton  township;  Duncan,  who  in 
early  childhood  was  burned  to  death  while  his 
i father  was  clearing  the  land;  Margaret,  who  is 
keeping  house  for  her  brothers;  Oswald,  who 
died  in  Kansas;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  a child  of  five  summers  when 
the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  on  the  home 
farm  was  reared  to  manhood.  After  attending 
the  district  schools  he  spent  one  term  at  Perrys- 
burg.  He  wras  married  November  1,  1863,  to 
Emily  Crook,  a native  of  Perrysburg,  born  August 
S,  1842.  The  following  children  graced  their 
union:  Frederick  R. , of  Toledo;  Etta,  wife  of 

P'rank  Horton,  by  whom  she  has  three  children, 
llo,  Leo,  and  Laura;  Mortimer  B. , who  is  em- 
ployed in  Toledo;  Ella,  who  is  keeping  house  for 
her  brothers  in  that  city;  G-ertrude  and  Margaret, 
at  home;  and  Wright  and  Henry,  twins.  The  first 
child  died  in  infancy’. 

Upon  his  marriage  Mr.  Pargellis  located  on 
his  present  farm,  where  he  now  owns  eighty  acres 
of  rich  land  that  is  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  well-improved.  He  manifested  his  loy- 
alty during  the  Civil  war  by  enlisting,  in  1861,  in 
Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  in  which  he  served 
for  three  months,  in  West  Virginia.  He  now 
belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
his  religious  connection  is  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  Republican  party  claims  his  polit- 
ical support,  and  he  is  a progressive  citizen,  who 
: co-operates  with  all  measures  calculated  to  ben- 
efit the  community.  He  is  a well-informed  man. 
of  high  moral  principle  and  genuine  worth,  and 
has  the  respect  of  all. 

Daniel  Schekein  was  born  December  23, 
1817,  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany.  His  parents, 
Johan  Kaspar  and  Katrina  (Bircher)  Scherein. 
were  also  natives  of  that  locality,  where  the 
: father  carried  on  business  as  a florist.  His  en- 
tire life  was  spent  in  his  native  land.  His  chil- 
; dren  were  Benjamin,  deceased;  Caroline,  Dena 
and  Theodore,  who  have  passed  away;  Ferdi- 
! nand,  who  is  living  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
Daniel. 

Our  subject  acquired  a good  education  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  and  learned  the  trade  of  gar- 
dening with  his  father.  At  the  age  of  twentv-two 
he  entered  the  German  army,  and  during  his 
t-hree-year^  service  participated  in  a number  <>t 
important  engagements.  In  1836  he  sailed  from 
Antwerp  for  the  New  World,  and  on  landing 
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made  his  way  direct  to  Rockport,  near  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  When  he  reached  that  place  he  was 
almost  penniless;  but  he  possessed  a resolute 
purpose  and  energy,  and  soon  secured  work  in  a j 
sawmill,  being  employed  in  that  capacity  for 
about  fifteen  years.  He  then  came  to  Wood 
county  with  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in 
Rockport.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Cath- 
erine Koch,  and  was  a native  of  Ohio.  In  con- 
nection with  his  brother  Ferdinand,  our  subject 
purchased  all  of  Section  20,  Milton  township, 
and  erected  a sawmill  on  the  present  site  of 
Custar,  the  first  in  this  section  of  the  county. 
Near  by  he  built  a log  cabin,  and  thus  began  life 
in  Wood  county.  There  were  many  hardships 
and  difficulties  to  be  experienced,  but  his  ener- 
gies overcame  these.  In  1874  his  first  wife  died. 
Their  children  were  Lena  Myer,  now  deceased; 
Anna  and  Richard,  who  have  also  passed  away; 
Eva,  wife  of  Fritz  Wismer,  of  Milton  township; 
Daniel,  now  of  Michigan;  Mary,  who  is  keeping 
house  for  her  brother-in-law;  and  Albert,  in 
Detroit,  Michigan. 

For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Scherein  married 
Mrs.  Louise  Kaiser,  who  was  born  in  Westphalia, 
Germany,  April  22,  1838.  She  first  married 
Kaspar  Kaiser  in  1S61.  He  was  a slate-roofer 
by  trade,  and  two  childien  were  born  to  them  in 
Germany: — Mrs.  IdaSawada,  now  deceased;  and 
Annie,  at  home.  In  1861,  Mr.  Kaiser  sailed  with 
his  family  for  America,  on  a vessel  which  weighed 
anchor  at  Hamburg,  Germany — the  “Germania.” 
They  were  three  weeks  upon  the  way  when  the 
vessel  sprang  aleak,  and  had  to  return  to  South- 
ampton, England,  for  repairs.  It  was  five  weeks 
later  before  it  reached  New  York.  Going  to 
Cleveland,  Mr.  Kaiser  was  there  employed  at  his 
trade,  receiving  $5  per  day  for  his  services.  In 
the  fall  of  1869,  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and 
purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  of  our  subject. 
His  death  occurred  March  24,  1874.  His  chil- 
dren were;  Ida,  born  April  16,  1.S63;  Annie,  born 
September  21,  1865;  Robert,  born  August  18, 
18G8,  and  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months;  Lena, 
born  August  12,  1870;  and  Julia,  born  February 
-0,  1873,  and  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  In 
■ 875  Mr.  Scherein  and  Mrs.  Kaiser  were  married 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  one  son— Theo- 
dore— who  was  born  March  26,  1876.  hie  is 

now  operating  the  home  farm,  which  comprises 
forty-five  acres  of  land.  Mrs.  Scherein  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

William  N.  Tracy,  a wide-wake  business 
nian  and  a prominent  fruit  grower  of  Ross  town- 
ship, is  descended  from  good  old  Revolutionary 


stock,  his  grandfather  and  the  latter’s  oldest  son 
having  taken  up  arms  against  the  Mother  coun- 
try, and  aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for 
independence.  His  father,  Doria  Tracy,  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Mass.,  in  1808,  of  Yankee 
parentage,  and  bv  occupation  was  a lumberman. 
He  married  Almira  Nichols,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children — Francis,  born  in  1842, 
is  married,  and  is  a brick  manufacturer  of  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  residing  on  Twenty-second  street,  be- 
tween Madison  and  Jefferson;  William  N.  is  the 
second  in  the  family;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  J. 
G.  Lamson,  living  at  No.  1216  Jefferson  street, 
Toledo.  The  mother,  who  was  a Congregational- 
ist  in  religious  belief,  died  in  Toledo,  July  3,  1879, 
and  was  there  interred.  In  1S40  the  father  re- 
moved to  New  York,  later  came  to  Ohio,  and 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  daughter  in  Toledo. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  May  11, 
1846,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  at  Cuba,  Alle- 
gany Co.,  N.  Y.  On  December  26,  1866,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Foster,  daugh- 
ter  of  Elijah  Chester  Foster.  Her  mother,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Aimeda  Bailey,  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  died  when 
her  daughter  was  but  seven  years  old  Mrs. 
Tracy  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four  children, 
the  others  being  Arnos  H.,  who  was  a member 
of  the  S 5 th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  during  the  Rebellion,  and 
died  in  the  service;  Miner  A. ; and  John  D.  Three 
sons  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife 
— Clarence  A.,  born  in  October,  1867.  married 
Anna  Messer,  by  whom  he  has  two  children, 
Margaret  and  Helen  Virginia,  and  now  resides  in 
Oregon  township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio;  William  E., 
born  November  11,  1868,  married  Jennie  Mes- 
ser, by  whom  he  has  two  sons — Marion  D.  and 
1 William  Curtis,  and  one  daughter,  Hazel;  and 
Doria,  born  May  29,  1871,  also  lives  at  home. 

The  year  1867  witnessed  the  emigration  of 
! Mr.  Tracy  to  Ohio,  and  his  locating  at  his  pres- 
ent residence;  he  made  the  trip  from  the  Empire 
i State  with  a team,  which  was  presented  him  by 
his  father,  and  w'as  valued  at  $600.00.  Two 
weeks  were  consumed  in  making  the  journey. 
On  account  of  ill  health  he  went  to  the  pineries 
1 in  1872,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years,  re- 
turning in  1881.  Upon  forty-five  acres  of  the 
150-acre  tract  belonging  to  his  father,  he  began 
j fruit  culture,  and  so  successful  has  he  been  in  his 
undertaking,  that  his  receipts  now  amount  to 
$4,000.00  annually.  He  formerly  sold  his  fruit 
through  commission  men,  but  now  through  lus 
son,  marketing  as  high  as  a thousand  ba  L is  per 
week  at  Bowling  Green,  and  handles  all  kinds 
of  fruits  that  grow  in  this  section  of  the 
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country,  having  upon  his  places  four  acres  j 
planted  in  strawberries,  ten  in  raspberries;  j 
three  in  blackberries;  3,000  bushes,  or  two  ! 
and  one-half  acres,  in  currants;  four  acres  in  j 
grapes;  500  gooseberry  bushes;  200  bearing 
cherry  trees;  1,000  plum  trees;  500  peach  trees; 
500  two-year-old  peach  trees;  1 50  apple  trees; 
100  pear  trees;  100  trees  of  miscellaneous  fruits, 
including  apricots,  quinces  and  plums  of  different 
varieties,  as  experiments;  and  also  some  Kansas 
wild  plums.  He  has  erected  two  good  houses 
upon  his  place,  and  remodeled  another  at  a cost 
of  $i,ooo.oo,  while,  in  1890,  he  laid  four  miles 
of  tiling. 

In  1890  and  in  1891,  Mr.  Tracy  was  elected, 
and  acceptably  served  as,  president  of  the  Lucas 
County  Horticultural  Society,  and  for  two  terms  j 
his  wife  was  also  president  of  the  Ladies’  Floral 
Society.  In  1894  he  was  elected  trustee  of  Ross  | 
township,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now  serving,  \ 
and  before  going  to  the  pineries  he  was  school 
director  for  the  same  length  of  time.  At  local  | 
elections  he  votes  independently,  but  on  national 
affairs  he  supports  the  Republican  party.  Though 
not  members  of  any  Church,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tracy 
favor  the  Congregational  belief,  and  give  their 
earnest  support  to  all  interests  that  will  advance 
the  moral  welfare  of  the  community,  while  she 
has  served  as  president  of  the  ladies'  society  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ford  Circle  (now  of  the  G.  A.  R.)  Aid  | 
Society.  j 

Henry  R.  Scott,  well  known  throughout 
Ross  township  and  vicinity,  came  to  Ohio  in 
1848,  stopping  first  in  Oregon  township,  Lucas 
county,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1870.  In 
that  year  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  pleas- 
antly located  in  Section  32,  Ross  township,  Wood 
county,  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  i 
which  he  has  since  been  industriously  engaged,  1 
with  most  satisfactory  results. 

Mr.  Scott  is  a native  of  Canada,  where  his  , 
birth  took  place  in  October,  1847,  at  the  home  ; 
of  his  parents,  John  A.  and  Barbara  fHorton)  ! 
Scott,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
that  country.  In  1848  they  removed  to  Oregon 
township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio,  where,  in  the  midst 
of  the  wilderness,  the  father  opened  up  a farm, 
and  there  served  as  assessor.  Later  he  became 
a resident  of  Ross  township,  this  countv, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1890.  The  wid- 
owed mother  now  makes  her  home  with  John 
E.  In  the  family  were  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  still  living — Michael  J.,  of  Ironville,  j 
Ohio,  during  the  Civil  war  enlisted  in  Lucas  | 


county,  in  the  one-hundred-days’  service;  Henry 
R.  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mrs.  Sarah  Stalker 
makes  her  home  at  East  Toledo,  Ohio;  Adda  is 
the  wife  of  Archibald  Stalker,  of  Walbridge, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Eva  Miller  lives  in  Lake  township, 
Wood  county;  and  John  E.  is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Lake  township. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Oregon  township, 
Lucas  county,  where  he  attended  the  district 
schools,  andreceivedhisfirsttraining  in  farm  work. 
There  he  was  married  on  February  8,  1870.  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  AT iss  Elizabeth  H.  Ford, 
who  was  born  in  England,  and  was  a daughter 
of  William  H.  Ford,  also  a native  of  that  coun- 
try, who  at  an  early  day  located  in  Perrysburg, 
now  Ross,  township,  this  county.  In  1863  he 
went  to  California,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1892,  but  his  wife  died  in  this  State.  On  De- 
cember 25,  1889,  Mrs.  Scott  departed  this  life. 
She  was  a most  estimable  lady,  and  left  many 
friends  as  well  as  her  immediate  family  to  mourn 
her  death.  Three  children  had  been  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  but  two  died  in  infancy. 
The  one  now  living  is  Roland  R.  Mr.  Scott,  be- 
lieving in  the  guide  of  the  Sacred  Book,  "It  is 
not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,”  was  married  on 
December  iS,  1895,  to  Miss  Alice  Loraine  Mat- 
thews, of  Lake  township,  this  county.  She  was 
one  of  Wood  county’s  most  popular  teachers, 
being  successfully  engaged  in  the  public  schools 
for  more  than  sixteen  years,  and  her  acquaint- 
ance throughout  the  county  is  extensive.  Her 
character  and  work  are  most  excellent;  she  was 
educated  at  the  Ada  (Ohio)  Normal  University, 
and  has  gained  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 
Politically,  Mr.  Scott  is  a stanch  Republican, 
strongly  upholding  the  principles  of  that  party, 
and  for  four  years  has  served  as  assessor  of  his 
township.  He  is  a true  citizen  in  every  respect, 
and  has  an  excellent  reputation  as  a straightfor- 
ward and  upright  man. 

John  Lewis  McColley,  deceased,  was  for 
many  years  a prominent  and  influential  farmer  of 
Washington  township,  and  was  one  of  the  brave 
soldiers  who  aided  in  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  His  birth  occurred  in  Derby,  Conn., 
December  16,  1821,  and  he  was  a son  of  John 
and  Betsy  (Hart)  McColley,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a native  of  Kinderhook,  N.  V.,  and  while  a 
resident  of  the  East  was  the  owner  of  an  ocean 
vessel.  On  coming  to  Ohio,  in  1839,  he  bought 
an  interest  in  a vessel  sailing  on  the  lakes. 

The  literary’  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  Connecticut,  and  on 
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coming  to  Ohio,  he  followed  the  lake  as  a mariner 
until  1861.  August  3,  1862,  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  he 
enlisted  in  the  100th  O.  V.  I.,  and  earned  an  hon- 
orable military  record.  At  Limestone  Station, 
Tenn.,  Septembers,  1 S 6 3 , he  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  was  confined  in  Lynchburg,  Belle  Isle  and 
Libby  prisons;  on  December  24,  following,  he 
was  paroled  at  Belle  Isle,  and  at  Cincinnati,  May 
19,  1864,  he  was  transferred  to  the  navy  depart- 
ment, serving  on  the  U.  S.  Steamer  “ Vindica-  1 
tor.”  On  January  1 1 , 1 S6 5,  he  was  sent  to  Pinck- 
ney Hospital,  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  from  which  he 
was  discharged  the  following  April  on  account  of 
disability.  He  saw  much  hard  service,  and  was 
ever  found  at  his  post  of  duty.  On  returning 
home  Mr.  McColley  purchased  fort}- acres  of  rich 
land  in  Washington  township,  adjoining  forty 
acres  owned  by  his  wife,  which  he  greatly  im- 
proved, making  it  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  lo- 
cality. There  he  died  February  26,  1SS6,  leav- 
ing a devoted  family  and  many  friends  to  mourn 
their  loss.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  for  one  year  he  served  his 
fellow-citizens  as  trustee.  Before  the  war  he  held 
membership  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  at  Per- 
rysburg,  Ohio.  He  was  affiliated  with  Walter  A. 
Wood  Post,  G.  A.  R. , at  Tontogany. 

In  Plain  township,  january  23,  1848,  Mr.  Mc- 
Colley married  Miss  Margaret  Ann  Ruder,  who 
was  born  in  Tiffin,  Ohio.  July  17,  1826,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  children:  (1)  Fran- 

cis A.,  born  in  Washington  township,  October  30,  ' 
1848,  died  January  22,  1869,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  (2)  Carrie  S.,  born  in  Perrysburg,  Janu- 
ary 21,  1 8 54,  now  the  wife  of  Patrick  O.  Carrol, 
of  Toledo,  Ohio,  by  whom  she  has  a daughter, 
Maggie,  born  May  22,  1880.  (3)  Cornelia  M., 

twin  sister  of  Carrie  S.,  died  March  15,  1872,  at  I 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  The  family  attend 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  are  widely  and  favora- 
bly known  throughout  Wood  county,  and  Mrs. 
McColley,  during  her  residence  here,  has  made 
many  warm  friends. 

George  W.  Wagoner,  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  Stony  Ridge,  is  a man  who  com- 
bines the  virtues  of  energy  and  pluck,  with  excel- 
lent judgment,  which  has  brought  great  success 
to  his  efforts  and  labors.  He  is  a native  of  Lake 
township,  born  in  1861,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph 
and  Eliza  (Conrad)  Wagoner,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  maternal  grandfather,  John  Conrad,  ! 
was  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  became  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Lake  township,  Wood 
county.  On  their  arrival  in  this  countv  the  par-  ' 
ents  of  our  subject  were  single,  and  their  mar-  \ 


riage  was  celebrated  in  Lake  township.  By 
trade  the  father  was  a cooper,  but  also  followed 
farming.  In  J864  he  entered  the  Union  army, 
and  was  a member  of  Company  G,  189th,  O. 
V.  I.,  and  died  of  typhoid  fever  at  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  September  9,  1865.  His  body  now  rests  in 
the  National  Cemetery  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
The  mother  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lake 
township  in  1881.  In  their  femily  were  six  chil- 
dren: Mary  Emma,  wife  of  James  McCutchen, 

of  Stony  Ridge,  Ohio;  Samuel  E. , of  Lake  town- 
ship; Henry  H. ; William  W. ; George  W. , of  this 
sketch;  and  Loretta  Jane,  who  died  October  13, 
1877. 

George  W.  Wagoner  spent  his  boyhood  on 
the  home  farm,  receiving  the  usual  educational 
advantages  in  the  common  schools  of  Perrysburg 
township,  and  from  his  mother  a good  training  in 
the  duties  of  life,  so  that  he  was  well  prepared  to 
make  his  way  in  the  world.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
after  a four-months’  apprenticeship  took  a con- 
tract. to  build  a large  barn.  In  1881  he  came  to 
Stony  Ridge,  and,  with  his  brother  Henry,  pur- 
| chased  a sawmill  and  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building.  In  1885  they  opened  a general  store, 
which  they  conducted  for  about  five  years,  when 
the  partnership  was  dissolved.  Later  our  subject 
built  a store,  which  he  sold  in  1890,  and  in  1893 
erected  his  present  building,  where  he  carries  a 
full  line  of  hardware,  and  has  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  a liberal  patronage.  He  also  deals  exten- 
sively in  grain,  owning  a grain  elevator,  and  doing 
a large  business  at  Stony  Ridge,  and  still  owns 
his  sawmill  and  a good  farm  in  Perrysburg  town- 
ship. 

In  1884  Mr.  Wagoner  was  united  in  marriage 
at  Stony  Ridge  with  Miss  Hattie  E.  Morse,  a native 
of  Perrysburg  township,  and  a daughter  of  Lewis 
and  Jane  (Hoffard)  Morse,  who  were  also  born  in 
that  township.  Five  children  grace  this  union: 
Esther  J.,  Iva  E. , Festus  G.,  Rhea  E..  and  Vir- 
da  E.  Mr.  Wagoner  is  a Republican  in  political 
faith,  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  is  a gentleman  of  sterling  integrity  and  hon- 
orable principles,  enjoying  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  entire  community. 

Wolfgang  Kellermeier  (deceased  became 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  countv. 
Seeking  a home  in  America,  he  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities,  and  won  here  a comfortable 
property,  and  the  high  regard  of  those  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  He  was  born  in  Baiern 
(Bavaria),  Germany,  September  19,  1816,  ami 
there,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  his  native 
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land,  he  was  educated,  and  served  in  the  German  i 
army.  His  occupation  was  farming,  which  he  i 
followed  in  the  Fatherland  until  (854,  when  he  i 
came  to  America,  making  his  first  location  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  two  years  working 
as  a laborer.  His  desire,  however,  being  to  se- 
cure a home,  he  believed  he  could  do  this  better 
outside  of  the  city.  Accordingly,  in  1856  he 
came  to  Middleton  «township,  and  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  until  he  had  saved  enough  to  purchase 
thirty  acres  of  land,  which  he  improved.  To  this 
he  added,  in  [ 8 7 5 a forty-acre  tract,  which  he 
cleared  and  cultivated,  and  erected  buildings 
thereon,  until  the  once  wild  region  was  replaced 
by  waving  fields  of  grain.  Industriously  and  en- 
ergetically he  continued  his  labors  until  he  won  a 
place  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

On  August  16,  i860,  in  Middleton  township, 
Mr.  Kellermeier  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  Auth  Celler, 
who  was  born  in  Germany,  October  10,  1S36, 
and  was  the  widow  of  Joseph  Celler.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  of  this  marriage: 
Frances,  born  May  17,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Mar- 
cus Wideman,  of  Toledo,  and  has  four  children; 
Barbara,  born  March  9,  1863,  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Kessler,  of  Toledo;  Wolfgang,  born  January  4, 
1864,  now  operates  a part  of  the  old  homestead; 
John,  born  December  5,  1867,  aids  his  brother  in 
this  work;  Katie,  born  September  10,  1869,  is 
the  wife  of  George  Schwind,  a farmer  of  Middle- 
ton  township:  and  Joseph,  born  September  16, 
1873- 

Our  subject  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
served  for  three  }'ears  as  school  director.  He 
was  a liberal  supporter  and  faithful  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  led  an  . industrious,  ex- 
emplary and  honorable  life,  which  was  ended  on 
August  14,  1S95.  His  death  was  widely  and  sin- 
cerely mourned,  for  he  had  many  friends  who  held  i 
him  in  high  regard  for  his  excellencies  of  char-  I 
acter.  Mrs.  Kellermeier,  an  estimable  lady,  still 
survives  her  husband,  and  is  keeping  house  for  her  1 
sons.  The  management  of  the  farm  now  de-  j 
volves  upon  John,  who  is  a wide-awake,  progress-  ! 
ive  business  man,  and  is  successfully  conducting 
the  old  homestead.  He  is  an  advocate  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  his  Church  affiliations  are 
Roman  Catholic. 

John  G.  Hoffmann,  leading  grocer  of  Perrys- 
burg,  and  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  his  vicinity,  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  September  18,  1840. 

In  1852,  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents, 
George  Frederick  and  Margaret  (Shut/)  Hoff-  j 


mann,  who  died  two  years  later  of  cholera,  the 
mother  on  July  21,  and  the  father  on  the  24th  of 
the  following  month.  Six  children  were  left  to 
fight  the  battle  of  life  alone,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  at  once  began  to  learn  the  butcher's 
trade.  Five  years  later  he  started  in  business  for 
himself,  and  continued  the  same  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  responded  to  his 
country’s  call  to  arms.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment,  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
and  then  returned  to  the  butcher  business,  in 
which  he  continued  till  1882.  He  then  sold  out 
and  opened  a grocery  and  saloon,  which  he  still 
conducts;  he  also  owns  a farm  and  vineyard,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  extensive  wine  dealers  in 
Wood  county. 

Mr.  Hoffmann  was  married  November  25. 
1863,  to  Miss  Catherine  Cornelius,  a native  of 
Perrysburg,  born  April  3,  1848.  Twelve  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  of  whom  nine  are  living: 
George  Frederick,  born  April  18,  1S67,  who 
married  Lulu  Witzler,  and  has  two  children — 
Ernest  and  Edgar;  Katie,  married  to  Lawrence 
Harbauer,  of  Pemberville;  Mamie,  at  home; 
Charles  H.,  born  December  4,  1874,  who  is  his 
father’s  assistant  in  business  (he  married  Miss 
Mamie  Schlecht,  of  Perrysburg,  and  has  one  child 
— Leonidas  Charles);  and  Regina,  Alexander. 
William,  Eva  and  Lillian,  all  five  at  home. 

Mr.  Hoffmann’s  success  in  all  his  undertak- 
ings is  the  more  remarkable  because  he  had  bur 
a limited  English  education.  He  received  a good 
German  education  in  his  native  land,  and  in  this 
country  attended  a private  English  school  for  a 
short  time.  He  possesses  fine  native  abilities,  as 
well  as  great  energy,  and  has  made  good  use  of 
such  facilities  as  have  come  in  his  way  during  his 
busy  life.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in 
religious  faith  is  a Roman  Catholic. 

D.  Lucas,  deceased,  in  his  lifetime  a leading 
business  man  of  Perrysburg,  was  born  in  the 
province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  February  17, 
1 82c.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  after  several 
years  experience  as  a clerk  in  a grocery  in  his  na- 
tive place,  he  came  to  America,  first  locating  in 
California.  As  he  possessed,  in  abundant  meas- 
ure, those  admirable  business  qualifications  which 
distinguish  the  better  class  of  the  German-born 
citizens  in  this  country,  he  was  not  long  in  se- 
curing a foundation  for  the  wealth  which  he  le it 
to  his  family  at  his  death.  After  three  years 
spent  in  the  Golden  State,  he  came,  in  1834,  to 
Perrysburg,  and  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery 
business. 

On  June  28,  1850,  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
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C.  Warns,  who  was  also  a native  of  Hanover,  ; 
born  June  8,  1834.  Her  parents,  Poppe  and  j 
Margaret  Warns,  came  from  the  Fatherland  in 
1852,  and  settled  in  Perrysburg  township,  on  the 
Maumee  and  Western  Reserve  pike,  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Her  father 
had  been  a miller  and  grain  merchant  in  Ger-  j 
many,  but  his  later  years  were  spent  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  For  many  years  Mr.  Lucas  was 
the  leading  merchant  in  Perrvsburg,  retiring  into 
private  life  in  1890.  His  career  was  character- 
ized throughout  by  frugality  and  rare  judgment 
in  financial  matters.  On  June  14,  1894,  he  died 
suddenly  from  sunstroke.  He  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  the  weight, 
of  bis  influence  was  always  thrown  on  the  side  of 
progress. 

He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  for  ' 
several  years  served  as  township  treasurer,  besides 
on  the  school  board  a number  of  terms.  In  all 
respects  he  was  a representative  self-made  man.  ; 
He  was  not  one  to  mil  up  much  with  the  world. 
He  loved  justice,  and  observed  the  laws  of  busi-  | 
ness  closely,  giving  to  others  their  just  dues  with 
the  same  punctuality  and  conscientiousness  as  he 
demanded  for  himself.  Thoroughly  domestic  in 
his  nature,  he  devoted  much  time  to  his  family, 
and  to  the  study  of  literature.  In  German,  Eng- 
lish and  French  he  was  well  versed,  was  also  a 
student  of  Latin,  and  he  continued  his  studies 
until  the  close  of  his  life.  As  a financier  and 
economist,  he  had  few  peers  in  northern.  Ohio; 
but,  although  he  amassed  wealth  and  took  a 
reasonable  pride  in  his  acquisitions  of  land  and 
other  property,  it  was  in  the  bosom  of  his  familv, 
he  found  that  happiness  which  filled  his  cup  of 
joy  nearly  full. 

Mrs.  Lucas  survives  her  husband,  and  is  a 
hale  and  young-looking  lady  to  be  a grandmother. 
Her  eldest  son,  Henry,  lives  in  the  suburbs  of 
Perrysburg;  Celia  married  Ferdinand  Wenz,  a 
prominent  civil  engineer,  of  Perrysburg;  Edward 
is  living  at  home;  Julia  M.,  the  youngest  child,  is  i 
one  of  the  most  popular  ladies  in  the  best  circles 
in  Perrysburg. 

George  H.  Feasel.  a highly  respected  farmer 
of  Montgomery  township,  was  born  November 
21,  1830,  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  His  par- 
ents, Henry  and  Jane  (Kendall)  Feasel,  removed 
to  Seneca  county  when  our  subject  was  three 
years  old,  and  located  on  a farm  in  the  woods, 
near  the  center  of  Liberty  township.  Here  the 
father  owned  100  acres  of  land,  and  on  this  place 
reared  his  family  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
were  boys,  and  all  of  .whom  reached  adult  age. 


He  was  a quiet,  peaceful  man,  who  never  quar- 
relled with  his  neighbors,  was  never  sued,  and 
was  known  for  miles  around  as  “ old  uncle  Henry 
Feasel.”  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  and  his  wife  to  that  of  seventy-two  years, 
both  dying  in  Liberty  township. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  son  and  seventh 
child  of  his  parents.  His  first  schooling  was  in 
a building  made  of  logs,  whose  windows  consisted 
of  one  pane  of  glass,  eight  by  ten  inches.  The 
seats  were  made  of  basswood  logs,  split  in  two, 
with  sticks  inserted  for  legs,  while  the  writing 
desk,  which  extended  all  around  the  building, 
was  made  of  boards  laid  on  pins  stuck  in  the  wall. 
A chimney  was  built  on  the  outside  of  sticks  and 
mortar,  and  big  logs  in  the  fire  place  heated  the 
room.  Such  was  the  kind  of  school  houses  in 
which  the  early  pioneers  of  the  West  obtained 
what  little  schooling  they  had.  Our  subject  was 
brought  up  as  a farmer  boy,  and,  it  being  in  the 
days  before  threshing  machines  were  invented, 
he  was  often  kept  at  home  from  school  to  ride 
one  of  the  horses  while  the  wheat  was  being 
tramped  out  on  the  barn  floor.  When  nineteen 
years  old  he  left  school,  and  the  day  after  reach- 
ing his  majority  he  started  out  to  work  for  him- 
self, his  first  occupation  being  that  of  chopping 
cord  wood  at  twenty-two  cents  a day. 

On  January  22,  1854,  when  our  subject  was 
twenty-three  years  old,  he  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Charles  and  Keziah  Dicken, 
was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio.  Novem- 
ber 29,  1833.  The  children  born  of  this  union 
were  as  follows:  Angeline  married  Philip  Stump, 
and  died  in  Montgomery  township;  Charles  D. 
died  in  childhood;  Mary  J.  married  Jacob  Dieter, 
and  died  in  the  same  township;  Sevilla  B.  died  in 
childhood;  Keziah  D.  married  Frank  Warner, 
and  is  deceased;  Ann  E.  married  James  Hutton, 
and  is  also  deceased;  Henry  G.  is  a farmer  in 
the  township;  John  W.  lives  in  West  Millgrove; 
Livona  R.  died  in  childhood;  George  W.  re- 
sides with  his  father.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  May  29,  1888,  and  is  buried  in  Free- 
port cemetery.  Mr.  Feasel  was  married  r.o  his 
present  wife  October  10,  1 8S9.  She  was  the 
widow  of  A.  J.  Rainey,  her  maiden  name  being 
Regina  Baker,  and  she  is  a daughter  of  Frederick 
Baker. 

After  our  subject's  first  marriage  he  rented 
1 land  in  jackson  township,  subsequently  working 
| the  home  farm  of  his  father  in  Seneca  county. 

1 Later  he  bought  one-half  of  his  father-in-law’s 
j farm,  in  Liberty  township,  of  the  same  county, 

| on  which  he  lived  until  September,  '.863.  when 
1 he  bought  his  present  place  in  Sections  32  and 
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33,  Montgomery  township,  which  then  comprised  ; 
190  acres,  and  of  which  he  has  since  sold  about  j 
seventy  acres.  He  has  about  1 io  acres  of  this 
land  cleared  and  under  good  cultivation,  and  has  ! 
a comfortable  residence.  This  is  the  second 
house  he  has  built  on  the  place,  the  first  one  hav-  ! 
ihg  been  destroyed  by  tire.  Mr.  Feasel  has  al- 
ways been  a Republican,  has  been  township 
trustee,  and  has  held  other  local  offices.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in 
which  he  has  held  office  for  over  twenty-five 
years.  He  is  a self-made  man,  and  has  been  a 
hard  worker  all  his  life,  but  at  present  does  not 
take  an  active  part  in  farm  work.  He  is  highly 
respected  for  his  upright,  honest  life,  and  is  one 
of  the  best  citizens  of  the  township. 

P.  F.  Rickard,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Wood  county,  now  living  a retired  life  at 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  near  the  village  of 
Noma,  province  of  Alsace  (then  in  France), 
August  21,  1815.  His  parents,  David  and  Mar- 
garet (Britie)  Richard,  spent  their  lives  upon 
their  farm  there,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four,  the  mother  at  eighty-nine. 

Our  subject  left  home  when  he  was  nineteen 
years  old,  and  came  to  America.  He  lived  for  a 
year  and  a half  in  Akron,  Ohio,  then  came  to 
Wood  county,  with  one  dollar  remaining  in  his 
pocket  at  the  end  of  the  trip.  He  found  work 
upon  a farm  at  $6.00  a month,  and,  with  the 
thrift  and  foresight  of  the  typical  French  farmer, 
began  to  look  forward  to  owning  a home  of  his 
own.  August  iS,  1842,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Samantha  Shively,  who  was  born  in  Clumbia 
county,  Penn.,  October  15,  1825,  the  daughter 
of  Henry  Shively  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Mc- 
Cartney, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same 
place.  Her  father  was  born  May  28,  1802,  and 
her  mother  March  10,  1S04.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  1824,  and  three  years  later  moved  to 
Wayne  county,  Ohio.  In  1830  they  went  to 
Middlebury,  Summit  county,  where  they  lived 
for  four  years,  and  then,  with  a small  band  of  ac- 
quaintances, they  came  to  Wood  county;  they 
traveled  by  ox-team,  arriving,  about  the  middle 
of  April,  at  Bowling  Green,  then  a settlement 
containing  only  two  or  three  frame  houses. 

The  Shively  family,  and  David  L.  Hixon, 
with  his  family,  occupied  for  some  time  a log 
cabin  12x14  feet,  in  what  is  now  the  southern 
part  of  the  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shively  bore  the 
hardships  of  life  in  this  new  country  most  cour- 
ageously, and  lived  to  a good  old  age.  Mr. 
Shively  united  with  the  Masonic  order  when  he 
was  twenty-one,  and  in  later  years  was  regarded 


as  the  father  of  the  local  society,  his  venerable 
but  well-preserved  form  and  flowing  white  whis- 
kers making  a striking  figure  in  the  place  of 
honor  in  all  processions  and  gatherings.  He 
died  March  5,  1886,  his  wife  having  gone  to  her 
long  rest  May  5,  1879.  They  had  ten  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Richard  is  the  eldest.  Of  the 
others,  the  names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: (2)  Ambrose,  May  26,  1829,  married  Jane 

Dubbs,  and  moved  to  Mahomet,  111.,  where  he 
was  a wealth)'  and  influential  resident;  he  was 
killed  by  lightning  July  28,  1884.  (3)  Albert, 

February  9,  1831,  enlisted  in  the  army  from 

Grand  Rapids,  Ohio,  and  died  in  Texas,  Decem- 
•ber  16,  1S78,  from  the  effects  of  wounds  received 
in  battle.  (4)  Lucinda,  May  9,  1 S 3 3 , married 
Charles  Groves,  of  Portage,  Wood  county,  now 
living  at  Rolla.  (5)  Alfred,  September  9,  1835. 
enlisted  from  Decatur,  111.,  and  was  killed  Sep- 
tember 20,  1863,  at  Chickamauga.  (6)  Clay, 

January  15,  1837,  also  enlisted  at  Decatur,  but 
returned  in  safety,  and  died  February  26,  1 S90, 
at  Papinsville,  Mo.  (7)  Cynthia,  September  15, 
1839,  is  the  wife  of  Benton  Emery,  of  Henry 
county,  Ohio.  (8)  Minerva,  September  25,  1S42. 
married  Cicero  Venette,  of  Bowling  Green.  9 
Alva,  July  23,  1845,  enlisted  during  the  war,  was 
captured  and  sent  to  Libby  prison.  He  is  now 
sheriff  of  Piatt  county,  111.  (10)  Charles  Mor 

rison,  August  18,  1848,  is  a farmer  in  Center 
township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  settled  upon  a farm 
in  Center  township,  after  their  marriage,  and 
still  own  1 50  acres  of  land  there.  After  forty- 
two  years  of  labor,  cheered  by  affection  and  re- 
warded by  increasing  prosperity,  they  retired 
from  active  business,  and  October  26.  1884,  took 
up  their  residence  in  Bowling  Green.  Of  their 
nine  children,  six  are  living.  (1)  Margaret,  born 
July  8,  1843,  married  W.  W.  Alcorn,  of  Toledo; 
they  have  had  three  children,  Minnietta  died  at 
the  age  of  seven;  Herbert  R.  lives  in  Toledo 
(he  married  Miss  Grace  Smead,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
and  has  one  child.  Elizabeth  Grace);  Leon  J.,  at 
home.  (2)  David  H,  born  April  29,  1845,  mar- 
ried Miss  Florence  Donaldson,  and  lives  in  Leipsic. 
(3)  Frances,  born  June  12,  1847,  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years.  (4)  Infant,  born  August  18,  '849. 
died  when  two  days  old.  (5)  Mary,  January  6. 
1851,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Reed,  of  Toledo, 
who  is  deputy  collector  of  customs,  and  editor  of 
the  Toledo  Sunday  Courier.  (6)  George,  April 
1,  1856,  lives  at  the  old  homestead;  he  married 
Miss  Alice  Reed,  and  has  four  daughters—  Leot.i. 
Glenna,  Florence,  and  Marguerite.  (7'  Willis. 
June  12,  1859,  married  Emily  Mills,  of  Perrys- 
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burg,  and  lives  at  Bowling  Green.  (8)  Adella, 
March  24,  1864,  died  at  the  age  of  three.  (9) 
Cora,  born  October  26,  1866,  is  the  widow  of 
Harry  Remick;  their  only  child,  Grace  M.,  is 
now  at  school  in  Toledo. 

A young  sister  of  our  subject,  Louise  Rich- 
ard, visited  him  some  years  ago,  and  while  at 
Buffalo,  on  her  way  back  to  France,  she  was 
lost,  and  never  heard  from  afterward.  A half- 
sister,  Catherine,  the  wife  of  Fredrick  Peachim, 
died  at  Watseka,  111.,  a few  years  since.  His 
sister  Catherine,  whose  husband,  Fred  Bossard, 
died  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  of  cholera,  lives  in 
Bowling  Green.  Mr.  Richard  returned  to 
France,  in  1865,  accompanied  by  his  sister 
Catherine,  and  visited  the  old  home.  His  first 
voyage  had  lasted  forty-eight  days,  his  second 
was  made  in  eleven.  Mr.  Richard  has  many 
interesting  stories  to  tell  of  old  times.  He  was 
a Whig  previous  to  the  war,  and  was  present  at 
the  great  mass  meeting  at  Fort  Meigs,  in  1840, 
also  helped  to  haul  the  logs  and  build  the  minia- 
ture forts  on  that  occasion.  [Since  the  above 
was  in  type,  we  have  learned  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Richard  from  congestion  of  the  brain.  For  the 
past  year  his  health  has  been  failing,  and  on 
Wednesday  evening,  January  6,  1897,  he  was 
taken  sick,  death  releasing  him  from  his  suffer- 
ings at  2:55  p.  m.  Thursday,  January  7. — Editor. 

Lee  M.  Klopfenstein,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist, and  dealer  in  stone  and  lime,  residing  near 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Center  township, 
September  30,  1838,  on  the  same  estate  which 
he  now  owns.  His  father,  Peter  Klopfenstein, 
was  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  pioneers  of  this 
county,  to  which  he  came  prior  to  1839. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
at  his  father's  home,  and,  even  in  his  recollec- 
tion, bands  of  roving  Indians  were  a frequent 
sight.  Once,  while  on  his  way  to  school,  he  saw 
an  Indian  on  the  Napoleon  road,  and  ran  from 
him  in  great  fright.  The  Indian  overtook  him 
and  soothed  his  fears,  taking  him  by  the  hand 
and  saying  •*  Good  Indian.”  They  went  hand- 
in-hand  to  the  school  house,  where  the  dusky 
visitor  remained  all  morning,  showing  great  in- 
terest and  curiosity  over  the  proceedings.  At 
noon  the  children  gave  him  sweet  cakes,  and  he 
ate  heartily,  departing  afterward  in  the  friendli- 
est spirit.  Mr.  Klopfenstein  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Bowling  Green,  and 
afterward  worked  upon  the  farm.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  i860  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Elliott,  who  was 
born  in  Stark  county,  March  3,  1841.  They 
have  had  five  children:  Charles,  a silverware 


! plater  and  spectacle  manufacturer  at  South  Bend, 

I Ind.;  Arthur,  a dealer  in  spectacles  in  the  same 
town;  Warren,  who  resides  with  his  parents;  Mil- 
; ton;  and  a daughter  who  died  when  four  months 
I old. 

On  May  2,  1S64,  Mr.  Klopfenstein  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  144th  O.  \T.  I.,  and  served  four 
months,  losing  a finger  by  an  accident  during  the 
time.  The  war  closing,  he  returned  and  worked 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  re-opened  a stone 
quarry,  which  his  father,  who  was  a pioneer  in 
the  lime-burning  business,  had  worked  twenty7  - 
six  years  before,  his  old  rock  house,  still  as 
j good  as  new,  having  been  built  in  1857.  Our 
subject  burned  and  shipped  lime  for  fifteen  years, 
and  is  now  taking  out  building  stone  for  base- 
ments, filling  large  orders  for  Bowling  Green 
and  vicinity,  and  shipping  also  to  other  localities. 
He  migrated  to  Summit  county,  Kans.,  in  1883. 
and  remained  three  years,  buying  and  selling 
real  estate,  and  making  large  profits,  but  re- 
turned to  his  native  county.  His  energy7,  rare 
business  judgment  and  enterprising  spirit  give 
him  high  standing  in  business  circles  Socially, 
he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Frank  Taylor.  Among  the  leading  lawyers 
of  North  Baltimore  is  Frank  Taylor,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  June  23,  1847, 
Washington  county7,  Md.,  at  the  foot  of  South 
Mountain.  He  has  for  more  than  twelve  years 
practiced  law  in  North  Baltimore,  making  a spe- 
cialty of  equity  cases.  Mr.  Taylor  is  the  son  of 
Emanuel  and  Sarah  (Meyers)  Taylor,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  1S29  in  Washington  county. 
Md.,  and  died  in  the  same  county  in  1875.  He 
was  a mechanic  byr  trade,  and  when  our  subject 
was  eight  years  old  he  removed  to  Gilboa,  Put- 
nam Co..  Ohio,  where  he  lived  and  worked  at  his 
trade  for  eleven  years,  thence  going  to  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  and  finally  returning  to  Maryland, 
where  he  died.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  also  born  m 
Washington  county,  Md.,  about  1829.  After 
the  death  of  her  husband  she  returned  to  Ohio, 
and  died  in  North  Baltimore  in  1887.  Florence, 
the  only  daughter,  married  G.  M.  Wicks;  she 
was  a bright,  intelligent  woman,  and  died  while 
j attending  the  Fostoria  (Ohio)  Academy.  On  the 
paternal  side  the  family  is  of  English  origin. 
Grandfather  Taylor  located  in  Pennsylvania. 

J where  he  was  married  to  a Miss  Miller,  of  the 
same  State,  who  was  of  Pennsylvania -Dutch 
stock,  and  they  subsequently  moved  to  Washing- 
ton county,  Maryland. 

When  .our  subject  was  about  eight  y ears  old 
he  came  to  Ohio  with  his  father,  and  attended 
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the  district  school  until  twenty-one,  afterward 
going  to  high  school  at  Findlay.  He  next  went 
to  Heidelberg  College,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  then  for 
a short  time  to  Oberiin,  working  his  way  through 
these  colleges  by  teaching  during  his  spare  time,  i 
Returning  to  Maryland  he  taught  school  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Hancock  coun- 
ty, and  on  September  10,  1878,  he  took  charge 
of  the  North  Baltimore  public  schools  as  super- 
intendent. He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  May  4,  1886.  Mr. 
Taylor  has  a fine  library,  well  stocked  with 
standard  works  and  reference  books.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  one  of  the  leaders  of 
his  party,  which  he  has  represented  as  a national 
delegate  to  conventions.  He  has  also  been  a 
candidate  for  leading  offices  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  in  Wood  county,  and  although  the  Re- 
publican majority  has  always  been  large  in  the 
county,  he  has  several  times  succeeded  in  redu- 
cing it  materially. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  united  in  marriage,  July  29, 
1874,  with  Miss  Mary  Brown,  who  was  born 
April  25,  1852,  in  Hancock  county.  His  repu- 
tation as  an  excellent  attorney  extends  through- 
out northern  Ohio.  With  his  wife  he  occupies 
one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  city  of  North 
Baltimore,  and  the  generous  hospitality  of  this 
couple  leads  them  frequently  to  open  wide  their 
doors  to  their  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Michael  Henning,  lumber  merchant  and 
dealer  in  sawmill  supplies,  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  November  17,  1838.  He  is  of 
German  descent,  both  his  parents  having  been 
born  in  Germany,  his  father.  J.  F.  Henning,  in 
Wittenberg,  on  October  21,  1805.  and  his  mother, 
Elizabeth  Henning,  in  January,  1S10.  Theycame 
to  America,  and  were  married  in  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  afterward  moving  to  Canton,  Ohio,  and 
from  there  to  Akron.  In  the  fall  of  1839,  they 
settled  in  Henry  township,  where  Mr.  Henning 
entered  land  for  a farm.  The  neighborhood  was 
at  that  time  full  of  Indians,  who  came  there 
during  the  winter  to  hunt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hen- 
ning remained  on  their  farm  until  their  death, 
he  dyingjuly  18,  1883,  and  she,  July  16,  1875.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat.  To  them  were  born 
the  following  children  : Henry,  born  January  \ 

17,  1836,  died  April  10,  1853;  Frederick,  born  j 
February  C,  1837,  died  March  6,  1849;  Michael,  j 
our  subject;  Mary,  married  to  William  Hamman, 
of  Hammansburg,  Wood  county;  David,  who 
lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Chris  E.  Galoway,  and  is  now  deceased;  Mar- 
garet, born  December  10,  1845,  died  May  15, 


1 868;  Eliza,  died  July  15,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven;  John,  who  was  born  April  8,  1849, 
died  September  10,  1862;  William,  living  at  Ham- 
mansburg; Andrew,  residing  in  North  Baltimore. 

Our  subject  was  one  year  old  when  his  parents 
came  to  Wood  county;  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  worked  on  the  farm  until  he. 
was  twenty-two  years  old.  In  1867  he  engaged 
in  sawmilling  at  Hammansburg,  and  supplied  all 
kinds  of  sawed  and  planed  timber.  After  the  oil 
fields  developed,  his  business  increased,  and  he 
was  kept  busy  furnishing  lumber  for  the  wells. 
In  1893  he  entered  the  business  as  an  oil  pro- 
ducer, and  now  has  four  wells  in  operation,  pro- 
ducing ten  barrels  per  day.  There  are  seven 
wells  on  his  farm  which  produce  over  100  barrels 
per  day,  and  he  receives  one-sixth  royalty. 

Mr.  Henning  was  married,  in  Bowling  Green, 

I June  16,  1870,  to  Miss  Olive  O.  Wilson,  who 
! was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  April  26, 

; 1853.  The  following  children  have  come  to 
j them:  William,  born  June  29,  1871,  who  mar- 

ried Miss  Cora  Merch,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead; A.  G.  W. , born  March  17,  1873;  twins 
born  September  29,  1875,  both  deceased ; Charles, 
born  September  9.  1876;  Mary  E.,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1879;  and  Earl  R , born  February  18, 
1884.  Mr.  Henning  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
of  North  Baltimore.  In  political  sentiment  he 
is  a Democrat.  In  1870  he  was  elected  land  ap- 
praiser of  Henry  township,  and  in  18S0  was  again 
elected  to  that  position.  He  was  treasurer  of  the 
township  for  eight  years. 

The  grandparents  of  Mr.  Henning  came  from 
Germany  to  America  at  an  early  day,  and  iived 
east  of  Perrysburg.  Mr.  Henning  is  an  enter- 
prising citizen,  and  has  the  respect  and  esteem 
; of  all  who  know  him. 

William  M.  Wollam,  a prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Risingsun,  traces  his 
ancestry  back  to  the  French  Huguenots,  who,  on 
account  of  their  religious  views,  were  driven  from 
their  native  land,  and  sought  homes  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine,  in  Germany.  Here  they  were  aiso 
persecuted,  and  in  order  to  enjoy  greater  relig- 
ious liberty,  they  embarked  for  America,  landing 
at  Philadelphia,  about  1700.  The  founder  of  the 
family  was  born  in  Carisruhe,  Baden,  Germany, 
in  1684,  and  in  Berkeley  county,  Va.,  in  1704. 
secured  the  lease  to  a tract  of  land,  where  his 
son  Jacob,  was  born  in  1715.  The  son  of  the 
latter,  was  also  born  there,  in  1743  He  bore  the 
name  of  Balt,  er,  and  his  son  Henry  was  h a n in 
i 1777,  on  the  same  place,  the  lease  of  which  ex- 
I pired  in  1 802. 
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Baltzer  Wollam  wedded  Mary  M.  Weaver, 
;uid  to  them  were  born  eleven  children,  who, 
with  their  families  became  residents  of  Colum- 
biana county,  Ohio.  In  1804,  one  of  these, 
Henry  Wollam,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Bough,  a 
native  of  Frederick  county,  Va.,  and  in  their 
familv  were  seven  sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of 
whom  reared  families,  and  lived  to  an  advanced 
age.  Their  mother  died  in  her  eighty-ninth  year, 
and  rests  beside  her  husband  in  the  old  home- 
stead cemetery. 

Benjamin  Wollam,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  March 
II,  1807,  and  died  in  Wood  county,  on  April  6, 
1887.  On  Christmas  Day  of  1832,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Susannah  Smith,  who  was 
also  born  in  Columbiana  county,  August  1,  1811, 
and  died  May  14,  1883.  They  came  to  Wood 
county  in  1S34,  where  he  built  a cabin  and 
cleared  some  land;  but  in  the  fall  they  returned 
to  Columbiana  county  There  they  continued 
to  make  their  home  until  1838,  when  they  again 
came  to  this  county,  this  time  erecting  a good 
house  and  barn.  They  were  prosperous  in  their 
undertakings,  becoming  quite  well-to-do,  and 
lived  to  see  the  county  develop  from  the  wilder- 
ness to  one  of  the  best  counties  of  this  common- 
wealth. Four  children  blessed  their  union: 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Leah, 
who  was  born  January  5,  1835,  married  Gust. 
Crowel,  and  is  still  living  at  Risingsun;  William 
M.,  subject  of  our  sketch:  and  Henry  S.,  who 
was  born  November  14,  1844,  married  Leah 
Stover,  and  died  August  19,  1874. 

Four  brothers  and  two  sisters  of  Benjamin 
Wollam  also  became  residents  of  Wood  county, 
The  family  has  been  well  represented  in  the  wars 
of  this  country,  nearly  every  branch  furnishing 
some  soldiers  to  the  Civil  war,  more  than  twenty 
in  number.  Henry  B.  Wollam,  an  uncle  of  our 
subject,  was  captain  of  a company,  while  Henry, 
his  brother,  enlisted  in  the  21st  O.  V.  I.,  later 
in  Wheeler’s  battery,  and  was  subsequentlv 
transferred  to  the  57th  O.  V.  I.,  with  which  he 
served  until  honorably  discharged,  owing  to  the 
effects  of  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Resaca. 
His  grandfather  was  in  the  war  of  1812,  while 
his  great-grandfather  aided  the  Colonies  in  the 
Revolutionary  w'ar. 

The  maternal  ancestors  of  Mr.  Wollam  were 
fror  n Bavaria,  Germany,  and  had  a romantic  his- 
tory. The  founder  of  the  family  in  this  country, 
who  was  born  in  1714,  served  as  coachman  to 
Count  Rochenbaugh,  with  whose  daughter  Cath- 
erine he  fell  deeply  in  love.  As  the  affection 


was  reciprocated,  and  knowing  that  her  parents 
. would  be  opposed  to  the  match,  they  planned  an 
I elopement.  When  she  became  of  age,  she  re- 
: ceived  an  old  bread  basket  full  of  gold,  and  dis- 
i guised  as  peasants  they  took  passage  on  a vessel 
bound  for  Philadelphia,  where  they  landed  in 
! 1736.  They  invested  their  capital  in  land,  built 
mills  and  factories,  and  made  other  necessarv 
improvements  on  their  property,  living  in  peace 
and  plenty  until  gathered  to  their  reward.  Then 
came  trouble  to  their  heirs.  The  McDonne! 

I heirs  claimed  priority  to  the  estate  by  virtue  of  the 
’ “tomahawk  right,”  and  the  courts  ejected  the 
Smiths.  After  this  most  of  the  family  came  to 
; Ohio,  where,  by  industry  and  economy,  the}'  soon 
had  comfortable  homes  of  their  own. 

John  Smith,  the  maternal  great-grandfather, 
w’as  born  in  1744,  in  Elizabethtown,  Lancaster 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  there  died  and  was  buried.  In 
that  county,  Lewis  Smith,  the  grandfather,  was 
born  in  1774;  he  died  in  Columbiana  countv, 
Ohio,  in  1848.  By  one  wife,  Julia  Fisher,  he 
had  a family  of  sixteen  children,  who  were  fur- 
i nished  with  only  limited  educational  privileges. 

but  started  out  in  life  for  themselves,  with  will- 
! ing  hands  and  a determination  to  succeed,  soon 
! securing  comfortable  homes  here  in  the  wilder- 
ness, where  they  lived  to  a good  old  age.  One 
j son,  Lewis  Smith,  Jr.,  who  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  was  at  the  siege  of  P'ort  Meigs,  and  during 
! the  wTar  of  the  Rebellion,  in  which  he  also  took 
part,  died  in  West  Virginia  in  1S02.  Another 
| son,  Henry  Smith,  educated  himself  for  the 
, Methodist  Protestant  ministry,  but  afterward 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  a profession  which 
he  followed  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Brantford,  Washington  Co.,  Rails., 
when  in  his  eightieth  year. 

William  M.  Wollam,  whose  name  introduces 
t this  sketch,  was  born  near  Cannons  Mill,  in 
Madison  township,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  April 
[8,  1838,  and  when  he  was  only  a few  days  old 
his  parents  loaded  their  effects  into  a wagon, 
drawn  by  oxen,  and  started  for  what  was  then 
called  the  West.  The  trip  occupied  about  two 
weeks.  They  settled  twenty-eight  miles  south 
of  Toledo,  in  Wood  county,  on  a piece  of  land 
v'hich  they  had  purchased  from  the  government  in 
1 833.  Here  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  with  bur 
limited  facilities,  however,  for  acquiring  an  educa- 
tion. In  the  summer  he  assisted  in  the  work  of 
the  home  farm,  while  in  the  winter  he  attended 
school,  securing  the  best  education  that  the 
schools  of  the  locality  afforded.  The  school 
houses  were  primitive  structures  of  round  logs, 
heated  with  a great  gaping  fireplace,  while  split 


' 


. 


. 


958 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


basswood  logs  served  as  seats  and  desks.  Later  ! 
he  supplemented  the  knowledge  there  acquired,  ’ 
in  a select  school  taught  by  Alfred  Kelley,  at 
West  Millgrove,  which  he  attended  eight  months. 
By  close  application  to  study  and  general  read- 
ing, he  now  possesses  a rare  fund  of  knowledge, 
being  familiar  with  books  on  nearly  every  sub- 
ject, including  medicine,  theology,  law,  biog- 
raphy, travels  and  science. 

On  March  22,  1S63,  William  M.  Wollam 
was  married  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Bierly,  who  was 
born  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  January  28, 
1845,  only  a mile  and  a half  from  her  present 
home  at  Risingsun,  Wood  county.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  David  Bierly,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Center  county,  Penn.,  December  6,  1805,  and 
who  is  still  living  and  quite  active  for  one  of  his 
years,  retaining  all  his  faculties  with  the  excep- 
tion of  hearing.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Magdalene  Schellenberger,  was  born  on 
Mt.  Chemong,  Switzerland,  said  to  be  in  the  ' 
Canton  of  Berne,  and  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  when  twelve  years  old.  The  Bierly 
family  also  contributed  both  privates  and  officers 
to  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  in  good- 
ly numbers.  The  original  ancestor  came  to  this 
country  from  Prussia.  Quite  a number  of  the 
family  developed  fine  musical  talent,  and  furn- 
ished an  entire  brass  band  for  the  army.  Two 
cousins  of  Mrs.  Wollam,  Robert  and  Alfred 
Bierly,  are  well-known  publishers  of  music  in 
Chicago,  and  another  cousin,  John  Buchtel,  built 
and  endowed  the  Buchtel  College  at  Akron, 
Ohio. 

Three  daughters  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wollam,  in  whom  they  may  take  just 
pride.  (1)  Dora  H.,  born  June  30,  1S64,  has 
taught ‘in  both  the  common  and  graded  schools 
from  an  early  age,  giving  general  satisfaction, 
and  is  now  taking  a course  at  the  Northwestern 
Ohio  Normal  University.  (2)  Lorain  M. , born 
May  27,  1S65,  married  Albert  Yambert,  a well- 
to-do  farmer,  and  they  are  now  pleasantly  situ- 
ated on  a farm  of  their  own,  consisting  of  eighty 
acres  of  good  land,  near  Sycamore,  Ohio;  they 
have  two  children — Dale  and  Fern.  (3)  Laurel 
S.,  born  July  22,  1867,  married  Frank  Fry,  by 
whom  she  had  one  son.  Park,  and  they,  too, 
have  a pleasant  home  near  Risingsun. 

Mr.  Wollam  has  been  a lifelong  Republican, 
and  strongly  supported  McKinley  for  t lie  Presi- 
dency, and  his  religious  views  are  liberal,  the 
Christian  Church  being  his  preference.  He  has 
never  aspired  to  office;  yet  has  served  his  fellow 
citizens  in  minor  positions,  with  credit  to  him- 
self, and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  now 


owns  a comfortable  home  of  eighty  acres  within 
the  corporation  limits  of  the  village  of  Risingsun, 
where  the  “latch-string  is  always  out"  to  his 
hosts  of  warm  friends.  He  is  a quiet,  genial 
gentleman,  one  who  wins  and  retains  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact. 

David  Edmonds,  one  of  Bradner’s  most  in- 
fluential and  progressive  citizens,  is  a worthi- 
representative  of  a well-known  pioneer  family. 
He  was  born  at  the  present  site  of  the  village, 
October  1,  1846,  and  no  man  stands  higher  than 
he  in  the  esteem  of  the  community  where  his  life 
has  been  spent. 

David  Edmonds,  his  grandfather,  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  forces.  His  father,  the  late 
Daniel  Edmonds,  was  born  between  1795  and 
1S00,  in  what  is  now  a part  of  New  York  State, 
but  was  then  a disputed  strip  of  land  on  the 
borders  of  that  State  and  Pennsylvania.  His 
parents  came  to  Ohio  during  his  boyhood,  and 
settled  near  Gnadenhutten,  Tuscarawas  county, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  as  a pioneer  farmer's 
boy.  In  the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted  as  a soldier, 
but  was  not  allowed  to  serve  on  account  of  his 
youth.  Of  robust  health  and  large  build,  he  be- 
came a powerful  man,  and  his  blunt,  out-spoken 
manner  was  typical  of  his  forceful  honest  charac- 
ter, for  which  he  was  held  in  high  esteem.  He 
was  married  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary 
Stahl,  a native  of  that  county,  and  daughter  of 
Jacob  Stahl,  Sr.,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
“thirties”  they  settled  upon  a tract  of  land  in 
Montgomery  township,  where  Bradner  now  stands. 
The  deed  was  signed  by  President  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  and  the  log  cabin  built  at  that  time  was  the 
first  house  in  Bradner.  While  he  was  not  a poli- 
tician, he  supported  the  Republican  party  in 
later  years,  and  he  was  always  active  in  local 
affairs  of  a non-political  nature,  being  the  founder 
of  the  M.  P.  Church  at  Bradner,  and  one  of  its 
leading  supporters.  He  passed  away  in  his 
eightv-sixth  year,  his  wife  following  him  when 
nearly  ninety-one  years  of  age,  and  both  were 
interred  at  Bradner.  This  honored  Christian 
couple  had  twelve  children,  namely:  (1  Re- 

becca, the  widow  of  George  St.  Clair,  of  Clinton 
| county,  Mich.  ; (2J  Zephaniah,  who  made  his 
home  in  Putnam  county,  Mo.,  and  enlisted  in 
April,  1S61,  in  the  18th  Mo.;  (3)  Catherine. 
Mrs.  fames  Swanev,  of  Jackson  county,  Iowa: 
(4)  Andrew,  who  died  in  early  manhood;  ,5 
\ Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Casebeer,  and  was 
j killed  by  lightning  at  Blue  Springs,  Neb.  ; (6  Si- 
i mon,  who  enlisted  in  Company  K,  iq^th  O.Y.  L. 
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was  captured  August  13,  1864,  near  Berryville, 
Va. , and  died  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  October  23, 
1864;  (/)  Servetus  L.,  who  enlisted  in  same 
company  and  regiment  as  Simon,  also  captured 
near  Berryville  same  time,  and  died  at  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  March  25,  1865;  (8)  Naomi,  who 
died  in  childhood;  (9)  Mary,  also  deceased;  (10) 
David,  our  subject;  (11)  John,  a real-estate 
dealer  in  Toledo;  and  (12)  Rosanna. 

Our  subject  attended  the  old  “Prospect 
School,”  which  had  a fireplace  of  the  primitive 
sort,  and  one  of  the  tasks  set  the  larger  boys 
was  the  cutting  and  bringing  in  of  huge  logs  tor 
it  in  winter.  The  instruction  of  that  day  was 
also  of  a primitive  order,  and  Mr.  Edmonds  has 
always  been  a warm  supporter  of  advanced 
movements  in  educational  matters,  giving  his  in- 
fluence, as  president  of  the  Bradner  school  board 
a few  years  ago,  to  the  project  of  securing  the 
new  school  house.  As  a boy,  he  experienced 
the  life  of  a pioneer,  and  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  he  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father. 

In  November,  1871,  he  was  married  in  Montgom- 
ery township,  to  Miss  Adaline  Plantz,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Plantz.  She  died  a year 
and  four  months  after  their  union,  leaving  no 
children.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Miss 
Josephine  Smith,  a native  of  Sandusky  county, 
and  daughter  of  David  Smith,  and  of  this  union 
two  children  were  born:  Wilbur  P.,  August  4, 

1884;  and  Rov  McK.,  June  24,  1891.  Mr.  Ed- 
monds’ home  was  again  darkened  by  death,  this 
time  on  July  12,  1S95,  when  his  second  wife 
passed  over  the  borders  of  the  unseen  world. 
During  the  life  of  his  parents,  Mr.  Edmonds 
made  his  home  with  them,  caring  for  them  as 
their  health  declined.  In  1890  he  built  his  pres- 
ent comfortable  residence,  on  the  corner  of  East 
and  Crocker  streets,  Bradner. 

As  a business  man  Mr.  Edmonds  holds  high  ! 
rank.  He  owns  a one-half  interest  in  123  acres  | 
in  Section  1 2 , Montgomery  township,  and  some-  j 
of  the  best  oil  territory  in  that  locality,  there  be- 
ing seventeen  producing  oil  wells  on  his  farm,  of 
the  products  of  which  he  has  a one-sixth  interest. 
Patriotic  in  spirit,  he  is  wide-awake  to  the  value 
of  improvements,  and  in  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican.  Aside  from  his  valuable  service  on 
the  school  board,  he  has  held  a number  of  offi- 
ces, including  those  of  constable  and  assessor, 
and  he  was  once  elected  mayor,  but  resigned  a 
few  days  later.  In  religious  affairs  he  is  very 
active,  holding  various  offices  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  l.  O. 
O.  b , , the  Red  Cross,  the  Royal  Horne,  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah,  the  Masonic  Order  (32nd 


degree  and  a Scottish  Rite  Mason),  and  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  Lodge  No.  429, 
at  Bradner. 

W.  S.  DeWitt,  who  is  a successful  farmer 
and  a very  popular  citizen  of  Perry  township,  was 
born  in  Carey,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  August  15, 
1846,  son  of  Charles  and  Alvira  (Robinson)  De- 
Witt.  His  father  was  born  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
December  20,  1816,  and  his  mother  March  29, 
1815,  in  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  settled  in 
Wyandot  county  at  a very  early  day.  They 
were  a hard-working  couple,  and  passed  away  at' 
a good  old  age,  the  grandfather  being  buried  in 
Delaware  county,  the  grandmother  at  Millgrove, 
Wood  county.  He  was  a mason  by  trade,  and 
built  the  first  brick  house  erected  in  Wyandot 
county,  the  completion  of  which  he  celebrated 
in  a unique  manner,  by  standing  on  his  head  on 
top  of  the  chimney.  Charles  DeWitt  was  reared 
in  Wyandot  county,  the  family  living  in  true 
pioneer  style  during  his  boyhood.  The  paternal 
home  was  a double  log  building,  of  which  a por- 
tion was  used  as  a school  house  in  the  early  days. 
He  learned  the  mason's  trade  of  his  father,  and 
built  many  chimneys  for  the  partially-civilized 
Wyandot  Indians,  whose  language  he  learned  to 
I speak.  On  September  17,  1840,  he  was  married 
i in  Wyandot  county,  and  on  January  2,  1855,  re- 
moved with  his  family  from  Findlay,  where  he 
had  been  living  for  a year,  to  Perry  township, 

: where  he  had  bought  f6o  acres  lying  in  Section 
4,  paying  cash  for  it.  The  journey  was  made  in 
wagons,  and  Mr.  DeWitt  began  at  once  improv- 
ing his  land  and  making  of  it  a fine  farm.  He 
employed  his  time  principally  at  this,  although 
he  did  occasional  work  at  his  trade,  and  was  very 
successful  financially.  He  was  a public-spirited 
man,  and  did  much  for  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  section  in  general.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  the  owner  of  204  acres,  which  he  hail 
acquired  bv  his  own  exertions.  Mr.  DeWitt  had 
a good  common-school  education,  and  taught 
school  eighteen  terms.  He  was  a great  reader, 
especially  of  the  newspapers,  and  was  better 
I posted  on  current  events  than  the  average  farmer, 

! and  a very  entertaining  companion.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliations  he  was  hrst  a Whig  and  later  a 
1 Republican,  and  a stanch  supporter  of  his  party, 
although  never  an  office-seeker.  He  was  a stout, 
robust  man.  and  in's  death  was  sudden,  taking 
I place  Jar.unrv  25  1 8 G 5 . His  wife  survived  in; 

until  August  26,  K'93,  and  the)'  lie  side  by  side 
in  the  cemeterv  at  West  Millgrove.  Both  were 
members  of  and  liberal  contributors  to  the  Pros- 
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byterian  Church  at  West  Millgrove,  with  which 
they  united  in  1855.  The  children  of  this  worthy 
couple  were  as  follows:  Oliver  P.,  born  January 
19,  1842,  died  October  3,  1844;  Henry  C.,  born 
February  25,  1844,  lives  in  Ottawa,  Kans. ; W. 
S.  is  our  subject;  Alvin  C.,  born  November  10, 
1848,  died  September  4,  1850;  Emma  J.,  born 
January  6,  1S52,  died  August  iS,  1853. 

W.  S.  DeWitt,  whose  name  ope-ns4.his  sketch, 
obtained  his  first  schooling  at  Carey  and  Find- 
lay, and,  after  his  parents’  removal  from  the  lat- 
ter place,  at  West  Millgrove,  where  his  first 
teacher  was  Miss  Cornelia  Holcomb.  He  was  a 
student  for  one  term  at  Oberlin  College;  but  his 
father’s  sudden  death  put  an  end  to  his  school 
days,  as  he  was  needed  at  home  to  look  after  the 
estate.  He  went  to  work  on  the  home  farm,  and 
in  1871  bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs,  and  became  its  sole  owner,  his  mother  liv- 
ing there  with  him  during  the  remainder  of  her 
life.  He  now  has  220  acres  of  land  under  fine 
cultivation,  and  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
vicinity. 

On  February  1,  1872,  Mr.  DeWitt  was  mar- 
ried, at  West  Millgrove,  to  Miss  Alma,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Seneca  and  Sarah  (Foote)  Leonard,  who 
was  born  in  Osceola,  Ohio,  October  25,  1851. 
To  this  union  the  following  children  have  come: 
Charles  Howard,  who  is  teaching  in  Perry  town- 
ship; Frank,  born  June  11,  1875,  who  is  also 
teaching  school  in  Perry  township;  Althea,  born 
October  8,  1877;  Herbert,  born  November  11, 
18S0;  Fred,  born  November  14,  1883;  and  Do- 
retha,  born  November  15,  1892. 

Mr.  DeWitt  has  always  been  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
cared  to  hold  office.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  board  in  his  district,  and  takes  a deep 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  His  wife  is 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is 
a liberal  contributor  to  religious  and  benevolent 
enterprises.  Mr.  DeWitt  is  an  intelligent  man, 
whose  opinions  are  highly  valued  by  his  neigh- 
bors, and  he  is  looked  upon  as  a representative 
citizen  of  Perry  township.  He  is  a successful 
farmer,  and  has  hosts  of  friends,  who  appreciate 
his  many  good  qualities. 

Reuben  Shoemaker,  a well-known  business 
man  and  agriculturist,  of  Bloom  township,  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  July  27,  1840, 
in  Mahoning  (then  Trumbull)  county,  Ohio. 

Joshua  Shoemaker,  his  father,  was  born  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  of  wealthv  parents,  and 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Polly  Sitler,  with 
whom  he  came,  in  183S,  to  Ohio,  one  of  his 


! brothers  accompanying  them.  For  some  years 
the  young  couple  made  their  home  on  a farm  of 
j sixty  acres  in  Mahoning  county,  where  our  sub- 
ject’s mother  died  in  1842.  His  father  afterward 
I married  Susan  Renala,  and  moved  to  Homer 
township,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  bought  a 
tract  of  101  acres  of  comparatively  new  land;  but 
| he  died  in  1848  before  it  was  fully  improved.  He 
| was  a strong  and  energetic  man,«=ix  feet  in  height 
; and  of  good  proportions.  As  he  was  prosperous 
| in  all  his  undertakings,  he  would  doubtless  have 
accumulated  a fortune  had  he  lived  to  carry  out 
i his  plans.  Three  children  were  born  of  his  first 
| marriage  : William,  who  died  of  scarlet  fever  at 

the  age  of  seven;  Leanda,  now  Mrs.  John  Mc- 
Gowan, of  Youngstown,  and  our  subject.  The 
: second  wife  was  the  mother  of  three  sons  : 

! Charles,  now  of  Perry  county,  Mich.,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  17th  Mich.  V.  I. ; James  F.,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  who  served  in  the  O.  V.  I.,  and 
Joshua,  who  enlisted  in  the  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  in 
the  army. 

Mr.  Shoemaker's  mother  died  when  he  was 
I only  two  years  old,  and  for  some  time  he  lived 
; among  strangers.  After  his  father's  second  mar- 
| riage  he  was  brought  home,  and  he  accom- 
panied the  family  on  their  removal  to  Me- 
dina county.  He  was  eight  years  old  at 
the  time  of  his  father’s  death,  after  which 
| event  he  was  sent  back  to  Mahoning  county, 

; there  making  his  home  with  Jonathan  Mantz  un- 
til he  was  twelve  }rears  old,  when  Mr.  Mantz 
and  his  wife  died  of  typhoid  fever.  He  then 

1 went  to  live  with  John  Handwork,  remaining 
with  him  until  he  was  seventeen,  when  his  guard- 
i ian  hired  him  out  to  one  Gabriel  Cline  at  $45. 

per  year.  He  gladly  returned  to  Mr.  Handwork 
; at  the  end  of  his  term,  and  received  $6  per 
month  for  the  summer  season,  and  worked  for  his 
board  and  clothes  during  the  winter,  attending 
i the  district  school.  This  was  the  last  schooling 
he  ever  received,  and  previously  his  opportuni- 
| ties  had  been  very  limited.  His  native  abilities 
are  of  a high  order,  and  had  he  enjoyed  better  ad- 
vantages he  might  have  filled  any  station  he  chose. 
At  nineteen  he  began  to  learn  the  cabinet  maker's 
trade  with  John  Gilbert,  in  Austintown,  serving 
{ without  a break  for  two  years  for  $25  and  $25 
worth  of  tools.  Coffins  were  made  by  hand  in 
those  days,  and  it  was  often  necessary  to  work 
all  night  to  complete  an  order,  as  none  were  kept 
on  hand.  He  spent  four  years  in  all  with  Mr 
Gilbert,  and  then  entered  the  army,  enlisting 
August  27,  1862,  in  Company  F.  41st  O.  \. 
with  Capt.  Holloway.  After  three  weeks  drill 
at  Warren  he  was  sent  to  Cleveland  to  do  guard 
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tin ty  at  the  jail,  a riot  being  threatened  at  the  ! 
time  of  the  first  draft.  Later  he  went  to  the  j 
from  by  way  of  Columbus  and  Louisville,  being 
detailed  on  the  17th  day  of  December,  1862,  to 
do  engineer  duty,  and  at  Stone  River,  his  first  ; 
battle,  the  stern  realities  of  war  were  realized. 

£ | is  company  was  detailed  to  build  bridges  under 
fire  from  the  enemy,  and  he  was  employed  in 
that  important  and  dangerous  work  many  times 
before  the  close  of  the  war.  The  41st  Regiment 
was  one  of  the  first  to  go  to  the  front,  and  on  the 
expiration  of  their  term  many  re-enlisted,  while 
a volunteer  engineering  regiment  was  formed  to 
which  Mr.  Shoemaker  was  transferred,  and  when 
his  term  expired,  two  years  later,  he  also  re-enlisted, 
remaining  with  it.  They  often  worked  night  and 
day,  sometimes  in  water  up  to  their  necks,  and 
no  service  done  throughout  the  struggle  required  1 
more  courage  and  devotion  to  the  cause  than 
that  of  these  unnoticed  heroes.  Mr.  Shoemaker 
was  promoted,  in  1864,  to  the  rank  of  corporal, 
and,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  became  sergeant  of 
Company  A,  First  U.  S.  V,  V.  Engineers,  his 
command  being  given  the  charge  of  the  stores  j 
used  in  his  department — the  Cumberland.  He 
was  discharged  September  28,  1865,  at  Nashville, 
and,  although  he  was  offered  a lucrative  position 
at  his  trade  in  the  South,  he  returned  to  his 
former  employer,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1866,  when  he  went  to  Youngs- 
town and  engaged  in  painting.  In  July,  1866, 
he  came  to  Wood  county  and  invested  his  sav- 
ings in  a one-third  interest  in  a sawmill  at  Bloom 
Center;  but  the  investment  was  an  unfortunate 
one  for  him,  and  he  found  it  best  to  sell  his  share 
two  years  later  for  what  he  could  realize.  For 
some  time  he  worked  as  a farm  hand  and  at 
painting,  as  opportunity  offered.  He  managed 
to  save  about  $800,  and  began  to  look  forward  to 
owning  a home  of  his  own. 

On  July  1,  1869,  he  was  married  in  Henry 
township  to  Miss  Mary  A.  E.  Hamman,  a native 
of  Austintown  township,  Mahoning  county,  born 
December  30,  1852,. the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Amanda  Hamman,  who  came  to  Bloom  township 
in  the  spring  of  1853.  Two  children  brightened 
this  home,  but  were  taken  away  in  the  first  flush 
of  youth:  Liberta  A. , who  died  September  3, 

>887,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  Charles  S , who 
died  August  24,  (887,  at  the  age  of  twelve. 
Both  are  buried  at  North  Baltimore. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Shoemaker  conducted  his 
father-in-law’s  farm,  and  in  August,  1S71,  he 
bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  18,  upon  which  no 
clearing  had  been  done,  and  the  road  east  and  1 
west  was  hardly  passable.  He  at  once  began 


the  work  of  transforming  this  place  into  a habit- 
able and  productive  farm,  a task  in  which  he  suc- 
ceeded most  creditably.  The  railroad  cut  oft  a 
portion  of  the  estate,  and  he  now  has  seventy- 
seven  acres  under  cultivation.  Always  an  admirer 
of  horses,  he  has  given  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  good  ones,  and  owns  some  excellent  animals. 
Since  1888  he  has  been  unable  to  do  manual 
work,  being  sadly  crippled  by  rheumatism,  in 
which  affliction  he  has  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of 
all  who  recall  the  exposures  of  his  army  life,  from 
which,  in  all  probability,  it  arose.  He  owns  nine 
lots  in  North  Baltimore,  and  is  a stockholder  in 
the  furniture  factory  there,  being  at  the  present 
time  its ' vice-president.  Seven  oil  wells  are  in 
operation  on  his  farm,  out  of  fifteen  that  have 
been  drilled,  and  he  receives  one-sixth  of  the  oil, 
having  an  average  income  of  $125  per  month  from 
this  source. 

In  politics  Mr.  Shoemaker  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, but  he  takes  no  interest  in  party'  work  be- 
yond the  selection  of  competent  officials.  He  is 
deeply  interested  in  educational  progress,  desir- 
ing better  opportunities  for  the  children  of  to-da_y 
than  he  himself  had,  and  he  has  been  a school 
director  for  six  years.  Socially  he  was  a charter 
member  of  Sill  Post  No.  57,  G.  A.  R.,  at  North 
Baltimore,  and  is  also  a charter  member  of  Gen. 
Day  Command,  Union  Veteran  Union,  of  North 
Baltimore. 

G.  Mayo  Cooper.  There  is  probably  not  a 
finer  farm  in  all  its  appointments  in  Perrv  town- 
ship than  the  one  being  built  up  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a young  man  still,  and  of 
whom,  on  account  of  his  enterprise  and  industry, 
great  things  are  expected  in  the  future.  He  op- 
erates 20S  acres  of  fertile  land,  the  greater  part 
of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  admirably- 
adapted  to  general  farming. 

The  boyhood  home  of  our  subject  was  always 
in  Perry  township,  and,  in  Section  20,  bis  birch 
occurred  September  19,  1859.  At  the  age  of 

seven  years,  he  was  taken  by  his  parents,  George 
and  Emma  (Jacques)  Cooper  to  his  present  home, 
where  he  has  acquired  a good  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture in  all  its  branches  under  the  able  instruc- 
tion of  his  father, and  his  literary  training  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  school  of  District  No.  8, 
Perry  township. 

On  May  4,  1892,  Mr.  Cooper  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nora  Adelspergcr,  the  wed- 
ding ceremony  being  performed  in  Seneca  town- 
ship, Seneca  Co.,  Ohio.  The  lady  is  a daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Albert)  Adelspergcr,  the 
former  a native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter  of 
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Pennsylvania.  They  were  married  at  Tiffin,  and 
became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  twelve 
of  whom  are  still  living.  One  child  graces  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife- — Camilla,  born 
March  31,  1893. 

Since  the  age  of  twenty-two,  Mr.  Cooper  has 
had  charge  of  the  old  homestead,  1 16  acres  of 
which  he  bought  April  1,  '1896,  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  life  work,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  citizens  of  the  community.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a steadfast  adherent  to  the  principles 
formulated  by  the  Republican  party,  although 
not  a seeker  after  official  position.  With  the  j 
Union  Methodist  Church  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership,  and  he  is  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-  1 
school. 

Marcene  Hobart,  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  Pemberville,  was  born  in  Nelson 
township,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  August  10,  1845. 
His  father,  John  S.,  a native  of  New  Hampshire, 
born  in  1S06,  came  to  Ohio  in  company  with  his  ; 
parents  in  1S14,  settling  in  Fairfield  county. 
The  family  has  been  represented  in  American  1 
history  since  the  days  of  the  “Mayflower” — the 
original  members  in  this  country  having  come 
over  in  that  historic  ship.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Benjamin  F.,  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  served  as  captain  of  the  militia  during 
the  war  of  1812.  His  father,  William  Hobart, 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Lexington,  and  was  with 
Washington  at  Valley  Forge. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  whose  life  occupa- 
tion was  that  of  an  agriculturist,  settled  in  Port- 
age county,  in  1830,  and  died  on  the  old  home-  ; 
stead  in  1885,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Margaret 
Moore,  was  born  in  Parkman,  Geauga  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years.  Her  fa- 
ther, Thomas  Moore,  was  a native  of  England, 
and  her  mother  was  born  in  Ireland.  Our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  twelve  children,  there  being  ten 
sons  and  two  daughters.  All  but  three  of  the 
family  are  still  living:  Thomas  is  an  attorney  at 

Decatur,  111. ; Elmer,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  3d 
111.  Cav.,  resides  in  Mattoon,  111.;  Mary  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Monroe  W.  Seibert,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio;  Free- 
dom is  principal  of  the  schools  at  Hillsboro,  111.;  i 
Jefferson  is  a prominent  physician  at  Ashmore, 
III.;  M.  W.  is  in  the  insurance  business  at  Fre-  j 
mont,  Ohio;  A.  I),  is  a successful  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Toledo;  and  John  S.  lives  at  Grand 
Rapids;  William,  Allison  and  Hannah  all  grew 
to  maturity  and  married,  but  are  now  deceased. 

Marcene  Hobart  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 


birth  among  the  children  comprising  the  familv. 
and  spent  his  early  days  on  the  home  farm.  In 
the  fall  of  1863,  when  oniy  eighteen  years  of  age, 
he  enlisted  in  defense  of  his  country,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  F,  105th  O.  V.  I.,  which 
was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Di- 
vision, Fourteenth  Army  Corps.  He  was  with 
Gen.  Sherman  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and 
in  front  of  that  city  he  received  injuries  that  dis- 
abled him  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  further 
active  service  impossible.  He  was  detailed  as 
hospital  steward,  which  position  he  held  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  discharged  August 
10,  1865,  upon  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  his 
birth. 

On  returning  to  Ohio,  Mr.  Hobart  took  a 
course  at  Eastman’s  Commercial  College,  after 
which  he  settled  on  a farm  near  Fremont.  About 
the  same  time  he  established  domestic  ties, 
choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Catherine  M.,  daughter 
of  Henry  Bowlus,  a farmer  of  Sandusky  county. 
After  a short  period  spent  as  bookkeeper  in  the 
office  of  H.  Bowlus  & Co.,  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  he 
engaged  in  the  sawmill  business,  and  for  four 
years  was  in  that  and  the  planing-mill  business. 
In  1871  he  came  to  Pemberville,  where  he  at 
once  embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  and  a 
year  later  opened  a hardware  store.  In  1S70  he 
erected  his  present  large  brick  block,  and  ten 
years  later  he  bought  a dry-goods  stock.  Asso- 
ciated with  him  in  business  is  Henry  F.  Bowlus. 
a brother  of  his  wife.  Such  has  been  the  indus- 
try and  energy  with  which  they  have  prosecuted 
their  trade,  that  they  are  now  proprietors  of  one 
of  the  largest  dry-goods,  grocery  and  hardware 
stores  in  Wood  county.  Their  customers  include 
not  only  the  people  of  Pemberville,  but  the  resi- 
dents of  the  neighboring  towns,  and  the  farmers 
of  the  surrounding  country,  among  all  of  whom 
they  have  established  a reputation  for  fair,  hon- 
orable and  reliable  dealings.  In  addition  to  the 
establishment  with  which  his  name  is  inseparably 
associated,  he  and  Mr.  Bowlus  are  the  owners  ot 
the  grain  elevator  at  that  place;  they  were  among 
the  first  to  engage  in  the  development  of  the 
Wood  county  oil  fields  around  Pemberville,  hav- 
ing, with  a number  of  other  gentlemen,  drilled 
about  sixty  wells  near  that  city.  At  present  they 
own  some  four  hundred  acres  of  leases,  and  have 
thirty-five  wells  in  operation. 

In  the  Masonic  order  Mr.  Hobart  is  activ  e and 
prominent.  He  is  a charter  member,  and  for  a 
time  was  master  of  Pemberville  Lodge  No.  5 1 ' ' . 
and  is  also  a member  of  Crystal  Chapter  Lodge, 
of  Bowling  Green.  Officially  he  has  rendered 
efficient  service  in  a number  of  responsible  posi- 
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tions.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  has  served  two  terms  as  treasurer 
of  the  corporation  of  Pemberville.  Since  assist- 
,n«r  in  the  organization  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  that  place,  he  has  been  active  in  its  various 
enterprises  and  generous  in  its  support.  For 
nine  or  more  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  ! 
Sunday-school.  Politically  he  is  a Republican, 
and,  in  common  with  other  veterans  of  the  Civil 
war,  takes  an  active  part  in  Grand  Army  affairs.  ■ 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobart  consists 
of  six  children:  Clayton  S. , the  eldest,  is  a 

partner  in  his  father’s  store,  and  is  superintendent 
of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday-school;  he  is  a young 
man  of  decided  business  talent,  a graduate  of  the 
Pemberville  schools,  and  has  a bright  future  be- 
fore him;  he  married  Miss  Marguerite  Hisler,  of 
Pennsylvania.  Anna,  also  a graduate  of  the 
Pemberville  schools,  was  married  to  Nelson  L. 
Jones,  August  26,  1896,  and  now  lives  in  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  under- 
taking business.  Harrison  W. , a graduate  of  the 
Pemberville  school,  also  of  the  Western  Reserve 
Academy  at  Hudson,  Ohio,  and  of  the  Oberlin 
Business  College,  after  two  years  at  Amherst 
College  entered  business  with  his  father.  Ray- 
mond, a graduate  of  the  Pemberville  schools,  is 
now  attending  school  at  Hudson,  Ohio;  Earl  and 
Lee  are  still  in  school  at  home. 

Emanuel  Constable  is  of  English  descent, 
his  parents  having  been  born  in  Herefordshire, 
where  his  birth  also  took  place  in  March,  1827. 
William  Constable,  the  grandfather,  was  likewise 
a native  of  Herefordshire,  England,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  was 
the  father  of  four  children:  William  was  the 

father  of  our  subject;  James,  a weaver  by  trade, 
became  a farmer,  and  amassed  considerable 
wealth  (he  was  born  in  1787,  and  died  in  1864, 
leaving  $4,000  to  each  of  nineteen  heirs,  our  sub- 
ject being  one  of  the  number);  Frances  died  un- 
married; while  Walter,  a contractor  by  trade, 
tived  in  Monmouthshire,  England,  and  died  there, 
’he  maternal  grandfather,  William  Burnett,  was 
■'Co  born  in  Herefordshire,  England,  and  de- 
1 irted  this  life  when  seventy-four  years  old.  Plis 
’ hildren  were:  Alice,  our  subject’s  mother; 

h .chard,  who  was  a carpenter  and  saloon-keeper; 
‘‘iniel,  a farmer  of  Herefordshire;  Ellen,  who 
• "d  unmarried;  and  Francis  (deceased),  who  was 
1 farmer  of  Herefordshire. 

William  Constable,  the  father  of  Emanuel, 
'a'  born  in  Herefordshire  in  1781,  and  his 

dh  occurred  February  2,  1855.  A weaver  by 
: 'dc,  he  followed  that  and  job  work  all  his  life. 


He  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Burnett,  who  was 
born  in  1787,  and  died  May  26,  1S56,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children — seven 
sons  and  seven  daughters — as  follows:  William 

died  in  England  in  1855;  Alice  married  John 
Barry,  of  Herefordshire,  and  they  both  died  there; 
Harriet  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Morgan,  and 
both  are  deceased;  Frances  was  married  to 
William  Powell,  and  they  both  died  in  England; 
James  married  Ann  Burnett,  his  first  cousin,  and 
they  both  died  in  Herefordshire;  Louisa  married 
J.  T.  Hooper,  and  died  in  Monmouthshire ; Rich- 
ard lives  in  Birmingham,  Warwickshire;  Daniel 
died  in  Gloucestershire  (he  was  a warden  in  a 
public  asylum  all  his  life);  Eleanor  became  the 
wife  of  George  W.  Palmer,  a retired  gentleman 
of  Liverpool,  and  both  are  deceased;  Emanuel 
is  our  subject;  Priscilla  married  Richard  Pritchett, 
and  they  live  in  Herefordshire;  three  children 
died  in  infancy. 

Emanuel  Constable  passed  his  boyhood  days 
at  his  home  in  England,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  entered  the  British  Regular  service,  enlist- 
ing for  a term  of  twenty-one  years  in  the  23rd 
Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers,  but  at  the  close  of  eleven 
years  his  uncle,  James  Constable,  purchased  his 
discharge.  While  in  the  service  our  subject  was 
stationed  in  Canada  for  a time,  and  in  Montreal, 
during  the  riots  of  1849,  was  one  of  the  governor- 
general’s  body-guard.  The  mob  tried  to  assassinate 
the  governor-general,  but,  fortunately,  they  did 
not  succeed,  though  they  burned  down  the  gov- 
ernment house.  On  May  6,  1830,  while  he  was 
voyaging  between  PortStanley  and  Port  Maitland, 
on  Lake  Erie,  the  vessel  he  was  on,  the  “Com- 
merce,” was  run  into  by  the  American  ship  ••  Dis- 
patch,” and  sunk  in  twenty  minutes  after  she 
was  struck.  The  “Dispatch"  hove  to,  and  en- 
deavored to  rescue  the  passengers  from  the  sink- 
ing vessel,  yet  with  all  their  efforts  as  mar.v  as 
forty-nine  men,  seven  women  and  three  children 
were  drowned.  Mr.  Constable’s  next  service  was 
in  the  Crimea,  during  the  famous  “ Russian  war  ’ 
of  1854-56.  His  experience  on  that  occasion 
was  the  experience  of  nearly  every  soldier  who 
landed  in  the  Crimea — a truly  arduous  and  dis- 
piriting one.  The  supplies  and  clothing  sent  from 
England  for  the  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers  was  lost 
by  shipwreck,  and  the  men  were  in  sor-'  n eed  o! 
both.  Mr.  Constable  participated,  among  other 
; battles,  in  that  of  Balaklava,  made  famous  by  the 
| “ Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade.”  At  the  close  of 
that  war  he  retired  from  the  armv.  .is  related 
above.  Accompanying  the  medal  lie  receiv  ed  for 
service  in  the  Crimea,  and  of  which  he  is  justlv 
: proud,  are  clasps  for  “ Balaklava”  and  “ Sebas- 
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topol  ” ; he  was  entitled  to  the  Turkish  medal,  ; 
but  never  received  it.  On  his  return  home  he  I 
lived  two  years  in  England. 

On  April  3,  [859,  he  there  married  Miss  Mary  1 
Lawrence,  who  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  June 
10,  1829,  a daughter  of  John  and  Asceneth 
.(Trask)  Lawrence,  who  both  died  in  Somerset-  ! 
shire,  leaving  five  children;  Susan,  who  married 
W.  Mitchell,  of  that  county;  Robert  Lawrence, 
who  was  a baker,  miller  and  farmer  in  Somerset- 
shire; Mary;  Ann  (Mary's  twin  sister),  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Stembridge;  and  Emma  who  became  j 
the  wife  of  E.  Wood.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Constable  and  his  wife  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  settled  on  a piece  of  land  in  Liberty  ; 
township  until  August,  1862,  when  Mr.  Constable 
joined  the  Union  army,  enlisting  in  the  1 1 ith  O. 
V.  I.,  Company  K.  After  thirteen-months'  serv- 
ice he  was  discharged  for  disability,  and  returned 
to  his  wife  and  family  who  were  living  in  the 
house  they  now  occupy,  which  Mrs.  Constable  : 
had  built  while  he  was  in  the  army.  They  have 
ever  since  resided  in  Plain  township,  where  they 
own  seventy  acres  of  land  in  the  oil  belt.  Several 
wells  have  been  running  there,  but  at  the  present 
time  only  one  is  in  operation  on  his  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Constable  are  frugal,  indus- 
trious and  honest,  and  are  members  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  as  were  all  of  their  ancestors;  he 
also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a man  of 
unusual  mental  activity,  and  has  a clear  memory 
of  dates  and  circumstances,  which  he  recalls' with 
great  precision.  To  him  and  his  wife  have  come 
the  following  children:  Alice  Maude,  born  Decem- 
ber 9,  1859,  married  James  M.  Boardman,  and 
they  have  two  children — Bertha  Stella  and 
Claude;  Victor  E. , born  June  20,  1861,  married 
Miss  Malinda  A.  Bowerman,  and  one  child  has 
been  born  to  them — Mabel;  Rose  Ellen,  born 
April  19,  1863,  married  }.  D.  Logan,  and  they 
have  one  child — Velters  Veers;  Selina  F.,  born 
June  10,  1865,  died  May  21,  1884;  Frederick  W. 
L. , born  September  4,  1866,  married  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Gouger,  and  they  have  one  child — George  V. 

C.  F.  Rider,  a prosperous  young  farmer  and 
grain  buyer  of  Lime  City,  was  born  at  Hamilton, 
Butler  Co.,  Ohio,  October  26,  1861.  His  par- 
ents are  A.  C.  and  Adelia  (McGarrah)  Rider,  the 
former  born  at  Highland  Mills,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  of  Scottish  descent,  and  the  latter  at 
Monroe,  in  the  same  county,  her  ancestors  being 
of  French  and  English  lineage.  After  their  mar- 
riage our  subject’s  parents  came  to  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  where  they  made  their  home  for  a number 
of  years,  but  they  are  now  residing  in  Tontogany. 


The  father  became  a locomotive  engineer  when 
only  nineteen  years  old,  and  followed  that  occu- 
pation for  forty-five  years.  He  was  a Democrat 
until  the  time  when  Tilden  became  a member  of 
the  State  Legislature,  and  voted  to  exclude  the 
Bible  from  the  public  schools.  This  was  a step 
which  did  not  meet  with  his  approval,  and  he 
transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party.  His  family  consisted  of  four  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest;  Archie  DeWitt 
was  killed  on  the  railroad,  near  Tontogany,  when 
twenty-seven  years  old;  James  T.  and  Grace  x\. 
live  with  their  parents. 

Our  subject  attended  school  at  Fort  Wayne 
and  Plam'ilton,  Ohio,  and  was  early  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  engineer’s  business,  first  acting 
as  fireman,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  tak- 
ing charge  of  an  engine,  as  his  father  before  him. 
Pie  was  emplojmd  in  this  manner  on  the  T.  Y 
O.  C.  railroad  until  1S89,  w’hen,  his  health  re- 
quiring a change,  he  came  to  Wood  county  and 
began  farming.  Some  eighteen  months  ago  he 
commenced  buying  grain  for  H.  V.  Burns,  of 
Buffalo,  and  recently  has  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  in  connection  with  farming,  his  property 
being  situated  near  Lime  City.  Pie  is  a bright, 
intelligent,  active  man,  of  much  business  ability, 
and  will  undoubtedly  made  a success  in  his  en- 
terprise. 

Mr.  Rider  was  married,  November  19,  1884, 
to  Miss  Emma  Lawrence,  who  was  born  in  Perrys- 
burg,  October  2,  1862.  In  politics  Mr.  Rider  is 
a Republican,  but  has  never  taken  a very  active 
part  in  public  matters.  He  is  a Thirty-second 
Degree  Mason,  and  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  at 
Perrysburg.  He  is  also  a K.  of  P. , and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers. 

Franklin  Griffin,  of  Bowling  Green,  is  a na- 
tive of  Ohio,  having  been  born  October  2,  1845, 
in  Baughman  township,  Wayne  county.  His  fa- 
ther, also  named  Franklin,  was  born  August  25. 
1808,  in  Germany,  where  he  received  an  excel- 
lent education,  and  for  some  years  taught  school. 
Coming  to  America  in  early  manhood,  he  made 
his  first  New  World  home  in  Berks  county,  Penn., 
where  in  the  city  of  Bedford  he  taught  in  both 
English  and  German  schools.  Here  he  met  Miss 
Sarah  Price,  one  of  his  scholars,  who  was  born 
June  18,  1819,  in  Berks  county,  Penn.,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  Price,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. On  September  3,  1837,  Mr.  Griffin 
and  Miss  Price  were  married  in  Wayne  county 
and  children  as  follows  were  the  result  of  their 
union:  Jacob,  born  August  9,  1838,  accidentally 

drowned  in  Clinton  county,  Iowa,  July  4,  1S50 
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Sarah  Christina,  born  May  8,  1840,  now  the 
widow  of  Michael  Yost,  late  of  the  102nd  O.  V. 
1. ; and  Franklin,  the  subject  proper  of  this  review, 

Franklin  Griffin,  Sr.,  learned  the  trade  of 
wagon  maker,  which  he  followed  all  his  life;  he 
was  also  a well-known,  popular  auctioneer,  and, 
being  able  to  harangue  an  audience  in  both  Eng- 
lish and  German,  he  was  in  great  request  in  that 
line  of  business.  He  opened  the  first  coal  mine 
in  Wayne  county,  and  in  all  respects  proved  him- 
self to  be  well  worthy  of  being  enrolled  among 
the  progressive  men  of  his  time.  He  was  a man 
of  fine  physique,  standing  six  feet  in  his  stocking- 
feet,  and  was  possessed  of  great  energy  and  per- 
severance. He  died  in  Baughman  township, 
Wayne  county,  in  the  year  1850,  and  the  two 
eldest  children,  Jacob  and  Sarah  C.,  then  went 
to  live  among  strangers,  our  subject  remaining 
with  his  widowed  mother.  After  some  two  years 
mourning  she  married  Jacob  J.  Sidle,  a farmer, 
who  was  born  in  1808,  and  died  in  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  August  23,  1S90.  By  a previous  marriage 
he  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom — Henry — was  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army,  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Confederates,'  and  for  eighteen  months  was  con- 
fined in  Andersonville  and  Libby  prisons,  and 
after  his  release  was  lost  in  the  destruction  of  the 
steamship  “Sultana";  John,  the  other  son,  died 
in  Clinton  county,  Iowa,  where  he  had  been  liv- 
ing some  time.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  J.  Sidle 
were  born  children  as  follows:  Susan,  who  died 

at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Mary  Ann,  now  the  wife 
of  William  Snyder,  of  Fostoria;  Jacob  j.,  living 
in  Tyndall,  S.  D. ; Abraham,  deceased  at  the  age 
of  three  years;  and  Amy,  who  passed  away  in 
childhood.  Mr.  Sidle  died  in  1 890.  and  his  widow, 
who  survived  him  until  December  19,  1895.  made 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Snyder. 

The  subject  proper  of  these  lines  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of 
seven  years  commenced  to  work  on  a farm,  re- 
ceiving at  first  from  five  to  ten  dollars  per  month, 
and  his  board.  He  worked  out  among  farmers 
until  his  enlistment,  September  10,  1862,  in 

Wayne  county,  Ohio,"  in  Company  E,  102nd  O. 
V.  I.,  and  later  on  was  assigned  to  Company  E, 
169th,  and  served  during  the  war,  for  which  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge,  and  returned  to 
Ohio,  making  his  home  for  a time  in  Fostoria, 
his  stepfather  having  removed  thither  in  1864. 

On  October  26,  1865,  Mr.  Griffin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Magdalena  Foster, 
who  was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca 
county,  February  2,  1841,  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Mary  Foster,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Georgia  in  1798,  and  died  in  1873,  the  latter  in 


! Shenandoah,  Va.,  in  1801.  Mrs.  Foster’s  par- 
ents, after  their  marriage,  made  their  home  in 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  after  her  own  marriage, 
she  and  her  husband,  in  1829,  settled  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  passed  the  rest  of  their 
days,  Mrs.  Foster  dying  March  4,  1875,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years,  seven  months,  and 
twenty  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen 
; children,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  as 
follows:  Rebecca,  who  married  William  Stahl; 

Jonas,  of  Fostoria,  who  served  in  the  49th  O.  V. 
I.,  in  the  Civil  war;  Abraham,  who  died  in  early 
! manhood;  Mary  Ann,  who  was  instantly  killed  by 
i lightning  when  twenty  years  old;  Rachel  (Mrs. 
Isaac  Good),  deceased  in  1893;  Nancy,  Mrs.  G. 
Hampshire, of  Jerry  City,  Wood  county;  Lucinda, 

; deceased  wife  of  L.  Wirt;  Sampson,  in  Seneca 
! county;  Andrew  Jackson,  who  was  a soldier  four 
years  in  the  Civil  war,  was  captured  by  the  ene- 
my, and  was  incarcerated  in  Castle  Thunder 
Libby  and  Andersonville  prisons-  Mary  M.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Mahala,  who  married  Noah  Good, 
and  died  in  August,  1874;  and  Susan  and  Solo- 
mon (probably  among  the  elder  born),  both  de- 
ceased in  childhood.  Christian  Foster  was  the 
third  settler  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  count}', 
at  a time  when  Indians  visited  his  farm,  as  they 
; did  in  fact  for  many  years  thereafter. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin 
Griffin  took  up  their  residence  near  P'ostoria, 
where  he  worked  at  carpentry  in  connection  with 
his  farm  operations,  until  the  fall  of  1871,  when, 
with  his  wife  and  children,  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  the  journey  being  made  by  wagon.  Here 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  the  family  took  up  their  quarters  in  an 
humble  shanty,  all  of  which  property  Mr.  Griffin 
from  to  time  improved,  in  1888  building  his  pres- 
ent commodious  and  pleasant  country  residence. 
In  1 S 8 7 he  drilled  his  first  oil  well  on  the  place, 
and  he  has  since  added  thereto  till  he  has  now 
ten  wells,  all  proving  remunerative.  He  bought 
two  building  lots  in  Bowling  Green,  and  a resi- 
dence on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Grove  streets, 
in  the  fall  of  1890  building  dwelling  houses,  and 
two  years  later  buying  lots  adjoining  his  home, 
in  addition  to  all  of  which,  he  is  the  owner  of 
seventy-eight  acres  of  land  in  Center  township. 

The  names  and  dates  of  birth;  etc  . of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  are  as  follows: 
Martha  Arvilla,  December  29,  i860,  married  to 
Albert  Blackman,  by  whom  she  has  one  son, 
Frank,  born  April  12.  1S95;  Mahala  S. . January 
2.  iS6o,  living  at  home:  Mary  Elizabeth,  June 
20.  1S71,  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  Wallace,  of 
Fostoria;  and  Sarah  Ellen,  August  28.  1873, 
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Louisa  Arietta,  September  9,  1875,  and  Arthur 
Le  Roy,  May  12,  1882,  all  three  at  home.  Mr.  | 
and  Mrs.  Griffin  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church;  in  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  has 
never  sought  office.  For  some  five  years  he 
owned  and  operated  a street  sprinkler  in  Bowling 
Green,  but  sold  it  May  1,  1895,  He  is  a repre- 
sentative self-made  man,  and  typical  American 
“ hustler,”  one,  who  by  his  own  unaided  efforts, 
indomitable  perseverance  and  sound  judgment, 
has  ascended  the  ladder  of  success,  until  he  now 
ranks  among  the  wealthy  citizens  of  Wood  county. 

Elden  Wells.  Among  the  self-made  men 
in  Perry  township,  who  are  deserving  of  the  suc- 
cess to  which  they  have  attained,  may  be  classed 
the  man  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  and 
who  holds  a high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  ac- 
quaintances as  an  honest,  upright  citizen,  and  an 
industrious,  progressive  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Wells  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  his 
birth  taking  place  in  Washington  township, 
Franklin  county,  December  2,  1836.  Of  his  an- 
cestry it  might  be  said  that  he  “came  of  poor 
but  honest  parents.”  His  father,  James  Wells, 
was  in  rather  poor  circumstances,  and  was  em- 
ployed the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  teaming  and 
similar  occupations.  He  was  of  Yankee  extrac- 
tion, and  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York; 
but  when  a young  man  went  to  Maryland,  where  ! 
he  met  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Lowry. 
Soon  afterward  they  removed  to  Franklin  county, 
Penn.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  father  passing  away  when  eighty  years 
of  age,  and  the  mother  when  seventy-nine;  her 
death  was  the  result  of  a wound  in  her  hand 
made  by  the  spur  of  a rooster.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George 

Walich,  lives  in  Washington  county,  Md. ; Lu- 
cinda, married  to  Reuben  Sheets,  lives  in  Greene 
county,  Ohio;  George  is  also  a resident  of  Greene 
county;  Elden  is  the  subject  of  these  lines;  : 
Catharine,  now  deceased,  first  married  Jacob 
Hoover,  and  later  became  the  wife  of  William 
Jackson,  of  Middleburg,  Penn.;  Ann  is  now  the 
widow  of  George  Gearhart,  and  lives  in  Franklin 
county,  Penn.  ; Mary  married  David  Frederich, 
and  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Rowers,  who  is  now  deceased  (she  resides  in 
Franklin  county,  Penn. );  John,  who  lives  in  Mary- 
land, near  the  famous  battlefield  of  Antietam, 
worked  for  one  family  twenty-one  years,  first  tor 
the  father  and  afterward  for  the  two  sons;  James 
and  Sarah  A.  live  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Our  subject  had  but  few  advantages  for  an 


education,  his  schooling,  which  did  not  begin  until 
he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  being  limited  to  a 
few  days  in  the  week  during  a few  of  the  winter 
months.  His  father  had  a large  family,  and,  al- 
though he  was  a hard-working  man,  he  found  it 
impossible  to  earn  enough  to  support  all  of  them,  so 
that  when  this  lad  was  only  ten  years  old  he  was 
bound  out  to  a farmer  by  the  name  of  Gilbert,  for 
three  years,  receiving  from  him  his  board  and 
clothes.  He  had  plenty  of  hard  work  and  but  little 
time  for  boyishpastimes  or  amusements,  such  as  are 
natural  to  children  of  that  age.  When  the  three 
years  were  done  he  was  hired  out  to  other  farmers, 
and  in  this  way  was  employed  until  he  became  of 
age,  when-  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
West.  Accordingly,  on  March  16,  1857,  he 

left  his  native  State  and  went  to  Whiteside 
county.  111.,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months. 
He  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  went  to 
work  for  a previous  employer,  and  later  did  team- 
ing for  another  fanner. 

On  December  25,  1S60,  Mr.  Wells  was  mar- 
ried in  Antrim  township,  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  to 
Miss  Susan  B.  Gossert,  who  was  born  in  that 
township  September  9,  1840,  and  whose  father, 
Samuel  Gossert,  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  Until 
he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  Mr.  Wells  had 
given  all  the  money  he  earned  to  his  parents,  but 
for  a year  previous  to  his  marriage  he  had  saved 
all  he  made,  and  these  few  dollars  were  the  sum 
total  he  had  to  begin  housekeeping  with. 

On  August  16,  1862,  Mr.  Wells  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  1 58th  P.  V.  I. , under  Capt.  Barnetts, 
to  aid  in  defense  of  the  Union.  The)-  went  into 
camp  at  Charnbersburg,  Penn.,  and  from  there 
were  sent  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  whence  they  marched 
125  miles  to  Holly’s  Landing,  going  from  that 
place  to  Newberne,  N.  C.,  by  boat.  They  started 
to  Little  Washington,  N.  C.,  but  were  intercepted 
by  the  enemy  and  obliged  to  return  to  Newberne. 
After  this  they  chased  the  Rebels  from  Swift 
Creek  village,  and  then  took  up  their  quarters  at 
Little  Washington.  When  Lee  started  North 
through  Pennsylvania,  our  subject's  regiment  was 
brought  up  into  Virginia,  and  was  at  South  Mount- 
ain on  the  last  day  of  the  fight  at  Gettysburg. 
Then  they  were  in  camp  for  seventeen  days  two 
and  a half  miles  from  Frederick  City,  Md.v  after- 
ward being  sent  to  Baltimore  and  later  to  Harris- 
burg. 

In  August,  1863,  after  his  discharge  from  the 
army,  Mr.  Wells  returned  home,  where  he  re- 
mained until  in  December,  1864,  when  he  went, 
in  company  with  a friend,  to  Iowa  to  look  for  a 
suitable  location.  Not  being  satisfied  with  that 
section  of  the  country,  however,  he  returned  to 
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Oh  io,  and  in  March,  1865,  with  his  wife  and 
three  children,  removed  to  a place  near  Tiffin,  1 
Ohio,  working  at  first  for  other  farmers,  and 
later,  in  1867,  renting  a farm  which  is  now  a part  j 
of  the  city  of  Fostoria.  In  the  following  few  | 
years,  Mr.  Wells  rented  land  at  various  points,  ! 
in  1872  renting  160  acres  in  Washington  town-  j 
ship,  Hancock  county,  for  which  he  paid  $500  | 
cash,  yearly.  In  the  fall  of  1873,  he  made  his  1 
first  purchase  of  land,  it  being  120  acres  in  Sec- 
tion 20,  Perry  township,  the  price  being  $7,000,  j 
of  which  he  paid  $500  down.  At  that  time  only  j 
about  seventy-five  acres  of  the  place  were  under  | 
cultivation,  an  old  frame  house  and  a very  poor  : 
barn  were  all  the  improvements  on  it,  and  not  a 
foot  of  tiling  had  been  laid.  As  late  as  1876, 
portions  of  the  land  were  covered  with  water  to  ! 
the  depth  of  several  inches.  This  has  all  been  j 
removed, and  since  making  his  home  on  the  farm,  ; 
to  which  he  removed  March  20,  1S74,  Mr.  Wells  i 
has  built  an  excellent  bank  barn,  drained  the  ! 
land,  and  made  many  other  improvements. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  are  as  I 
follows:  Winfield  S.,  a graduate  of  Rush  Med- 

ical College,  Chicago,  is  now  a practicing  physi- 
cian at  Marion,  Ohio;  Ida  and  George  B.,  twins,  ! 
are  both  married,  Ida  being  now  Mrs.  L.  H. 
Coe,  of  Perry  township;  George  was  married 
November  1,  1894,  to  Miss  Carrie  M.  Alexander, 
of  Bloomdale,  and  resides  in  Hancock  county,  | 
Ohio;  Victoria  N.  is  the  wife  of  Orrin  Wiseman, 
and  resides  with  our  subject.  Mr.  Wells  has  j 
brought  up  his  family  with  the  utmost  care,  and 
they  have  well  repaid  their  parents  for  their  ex- 
cellent training.  Three  of  them  have  been  teach-  : 
ers,  and  all  have  been  given  every  advantage  of 
good  schooling.  Mr.  Wells  is  a warm  advocate 
of  higher  education,  and  has  exerted  his  influence  1 
in  behalf  of  better  schools  and  progress  in  all  ed- 
ucational matters.  He  is  a self-made  man,  one 
who  has  had  many  obstacles  to  contend  with,  but 
who  has  surmounted  them  all,  and  is  to-day 
a successful  and  highly  esteemed  citizen.  He  is 
a great  reader,  and  has  a wonderfully  retentive  1 
memory,  while  his  practical  education  has  fitted 
him  to  succeed  in  business.  He  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively throughout  the  States,  and  has  gained 
considerable  knowledge  by  observance  and  in- 
quiry. A kind-hearted,  generous  man,  Mr.  Wells 
has  many  warm  friends  in  all  classes  of  society. 
He  and  his  wife  were  originally  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  but  for  the  past  sixteen 
years  have  been  connected  with  the  Methodist 
denomination. 

Mr.  Wells  is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  political 
sentiment.  He  has  always  been  a leader  in  his  1 


party,  and  a most  enthusiastic  worker  for  its  in- 
terests. On  three  different  occasions  he  was  the 
only  one  present  at  a “ caucus,  ” and  made  out  the 
ticket  for  the  township,  having  it  printed  at  his 
own  expense,  and  attending  to  all  the  details 
personally.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  elec- 
tion board  of  the  township  for  several  years,  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  best  citizens  in  Perry 
township. 

Levi  Wirt,  a retired  farmer  of  Perry  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Chippewa  township,  Wayne 
county,  March  26.  1835.  His  father,  David 
Wirt,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Wire,  a native  of  the  same  State. 
Mr.  Wirt  died  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  when 
our  subject  was  but  three  years  old.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a millwright.  After  his  death,  Mrs. 
Wirt  married  Nathan  Bisey,  then  moved  to  Sene- 
ca count}7,  and  died  at  Fostoria. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  two  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wirt.  The  other,  a girl,  died 
when  seven  years  old.  Levi  was  bound  out  to 
Jacob  Wimer,  a farmer,  who,  when  Levi  was 
ten  years  old,  moved  to  Alien  county,  Ind. , ten 
miles  north  of  Fort  Wayne,  where  our  subject 
was  sent  to  the  district  school.  Mr.  Wimer  was 
a kind  man,  and  treated  him  well.  When  six- 
teen years  old,  he  left  Mr.  Wimer,  the  latter's 
wife  having  died,  and  was  employed  by  a man  by 
the  name  of  Rhodes,  in  Allen  county,  at  nine 
dollars  a month.  He  saved  a little  of  this,  and 
attended  school  that  winter,  which  was  the  last 
opportunity  he  had  for  doing  so.  Mr.  Wirt  re- 
mained in  Indiana  until  nineteen  years  old,  and 
then  returned  to  Seneca  county  and  worked  in  a 
sawmill,  and  later  ran  a threshing  machine,  in 
which  he  had  an  interest. 

In  February,  1836,  Mr.  Wirt  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Lucinda  Foster,  a native  of  Jackson 
township,  and  a daughter  of  Christian  Foster, 
from  Perry  county.  At  that  time  our  subject 
had  a team  and  a couple  of  hundred  dollars, 
which  he  had  saved  from  his  wages.  He  was 
half  owner  of  a steam  sawmill,  bought  on  time 
(and  later  paid  for),  and,  renting  his  step-father  s 
farm,  in  Loudon  township,  Seneca  county,  he 
there  began  his  successful  career  as  a farmer. 
In  the  spring  of  1861,  he  moved  to  Montgomery 
township,  w here  he  bought  forty  acres  of  unim- 
proved land,  for  which  he  paid  $600  in  cash,  and 
which  was  the  first  place  he  could  call  his  own 
home,  since  leaving  that  of  his  childhood.  I* or 

seven  years  he  lived  in  Montgomery  township, 
and  in  1868  he  went  10  Section  3>  Perry  town- 
ship. He  sold  his  forty  acres  in  Montgomery 
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township  for  $1,200.  He  secured  a farm  in 
in  Perry  township,  on  which  he  lived  until  the 
fall  of  1890,  when  he  went  to  West  Millgrove, 
where  he  has  continued  to  reside  ever  since,  re- 
tired from  active  farm  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wirt  were  born  these  children:  Andrew  J., 

September  27,  1857,  is  a farmer  in  Bloom  town- 
ship; Oscar,  October  27,  i860,  is  a farmer  in 
Perry  township;  Eliza  A.,  January  15,  1864, 
married  Edward  Dindore,  of  Henry  county; 
William  F.,  April  15,  1870,  is  now  living  in  Van- 
Buren,  Ohio;  Clara  E.,  August  18,  1875,  is  the 
wife  of  Byron  Whitman.  Mrs.  Wirt  died  Au- 
gust 11,  1887,  aged  fifty  years,  and  was  buried 
in  West  Millgrove.  Mr.  Wirt  was  married 
again,  his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Abraham  P'os- 
ter,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia  A.  Swope. 
She  was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  June  15, 
1831,  and  by  her  first  marriage  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  alive. 

Mr.  Wirt  has  always  been  a stanch  Republic- 
an, his  first  vote  being  cast  for  Salmon  P.  Chase 
for  governor  of  Ohio.  He  has  served  his  party 
in  every  township  in  which  he  has  lived,  and  for 
two  terms  was  township  trustee  of  Perry.  He  is 
now  serving  as  mayor  of  West  Millgrove,  to 
which  office  he  was  elected  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  of  Joseph  Ashe,  in  the  spring  of  1894,  and 
in  1895  was  elected  to  serve  the  regular  term. 
He  is  a member  of  Prairie  Depot  Lodge  No.  i 
646,  I.  O.  O.  F. , and,  with  his  wife,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Wirt  is 
a successful  farmer,  a pleasant  gentleman,  pop- 
ular with  his  many  friends,  and  an  excellent 
citizen. 

Samuel  Hemminger,  a prosperous,  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  Wood  county,  is  a native  of  Loudon 
township,  Seneca  county,  where  he  was  born 
January  12.  1839,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Cather- 
ine (Kiser)  Hemminger. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania of  German  parents.  When  a boy  they  : 
moved  to  Stark  county,  and  Henry  subsequently 
went  to  Seneca  county,  where  he  married  Miss 
Ki  ser,  who  came  of  Pennsylvania-German  stock. 
Mr.  Plemminger  was  a farmer,  and  lived  in  Lou-  1 
don  township  until  about  1830,  when  he  came 
east  to  Freedom  township,  Wood  county,  and 
secured  eighty  acres  of  land,  then  in  a primitive 
condition,  on  which  he  built  a log  cabin.  Later  | 
he  moved  to  Montgomery  township,  and  lived  in 
Section  2 I until  his  death,  which  occurred  Sep- 
tember 20,  1878,  when  he  was  aged  seventy. 
His  wife  died  later,  and  both  are  buried  in  the 
Prairie  Depot  cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  | 


follows;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Z.  Edmunds,  of 
northeast  Missouri;  Mary  married  Samuel  Rickard, 
and  died  in  Iowa;  Samuel  is  our  subject;  Alonzo 

L.  , who  was  a member  of  the  55th  O.  V.  L,  and 
is  now  a farmer  of  Montgomery  township;  Daniel 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  David  was  in  the 
war,  and  died  in  Montgomery  township;  Francis 

M.  died  young.  Mr.  Hemminger  was  a Repub- 
lican, and  held  some  minor  township  offices. 

Samuel  attended  school,  and  was  reared  as  a 
farmer’s  boy.  He  lived  at  home  until  April, 
1861,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amey  Spink, 
who  was  born  November  S,  1836,  in  Erie  county, 

N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Buckley  and  Amey  (Moshier) 
Spink.  -Our  subject  located  on  a farm  which  he 
rented  until  after  his  return  from  the  war.  In 
F'ebruary,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  23th 
Regiment,  at  Prairie  Depot,  it  being  home  on 
veteran  furlough.  His  first  engagement  was  at 
Honey  Hills,  S.  C.,  and  a few'  days  later  he  was 
wounded  in  the  arm  and  side,  and  was  in  the  hos- 
pital for  a short  time.  He  was  subsequently  in 
the  hospital  at  Hilton  Head  and  at  Charleston, 
and  w'as  discharged  from  the  former  August,  1S65, 
when  he  returned  home.  In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr. 
Hemminger  bought  forty  acres  in  Section  10, 
Montgomery  township,  where  he  built  a cabin  of 
round  logs,  16x24  feet,  which  was  rudely  fur- 
nished. 

The  children  of  Mr.  ‘and  Mrs.  Hemminger 
were  as  follows:  Albert  A. , born  July  25.  1863.  isa 
farmer  of  Bartlow' township,  Henry  county  (he  has 
three  children) ; Tentla  Celestia  died  in  infancy; 
Charles  Id.,  born  March  17,  1867,  is  also  a farmer 
in  Bartlow  township  (he  has  three  children; ; Julia 
died  in  infancy;  Mary  E.  was  drowned  when  two 
years  old;  Wilbur  died  in  infancy;  Samuel  died 
June  23,  1S77,  from  the  effects  of  burns  received 
when  our  subject's  house  w'as  destroyed  by  fire. 
In  the  fall  of  1877  Mr.  Hemminger  built  his  pres- 
ent comfortable  home,  to  replace  the  one  burned. 
He  has  made  all  the  improvements  on  the  place. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  has  been  super- 
visor, and  was  school  director  for  six  years.  He 
and  his  wife  have  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  have 
helped  their  two  sons  to  a farm  of  eighty  acres 
each,  and  they  are  prosperous  young  farmers. 
Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is 
a well-to-do,  straightforward  citizen. 

Philip  Barnhisel.  Among  the  influential 
and  representative  agriculturists  of  Bloom  town- 
ship, this  gentleman  occupies  an  honorable  posi- 
tion. Almost  his  entire  life  has  been  passed 
upon  his  present  farm,  where  he  was  born  June 
11,  1S51.  His  father,  Martin  Barnhisel,  came  to 
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this  county  from  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  buying  j 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  21,  Bloom  town- 
ship— sixty  acres  of  which  ars  still  in  the  posses-  \ 
sion  of  our  subject.  He  was  a small,  delicate  ! 
man,  and  on  his  death  was  buried  in  Bloom 
Chapel  cemetery.  In  the  family  were  three  chil- 
dren: Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Jacobs,  and  died  on  the  home  farm;  Lottie,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  Louis  Mominee,  of  Lucas  county, 
Ohio;  and  Philip.  The  mother  later  became  the 
wife  of  John  Slatterbeck,  who  is  now  deceased, 
and  she  makes  her  home  near  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Philip  Barnhise!  acquired  his  early  education 
in  the  Bloom  Center  schools,  taught  by  a Mr. 
Trumbull;  but  when  about  nine  years  of  age  he 
was  compelled  to  start  out  to  make  his  own  liveli- 
hood, and  with  his  first  money  purchased  a pair 
of  red  top-boots,  which  he  thought  was  all  that  : 
was  lacking  to  make  him  a man.  For  some 
years  he  worked  for  others,  and,  when  about  j 
eighteen,  went  to  Whiteside  county,  111.,  remain-  ; 
ing  there  some  eighteen  months.  He  began 
farming  for  himself  upon  the  old  homestead,  and, 
before  his  marriage,  his  sister  Lottie  was  his 
housekeeper. 

In  Bloom  township,  on  January  7,  1 S 7 5 , Mr. 
Barnhisel  married  Miss  Diana  Baker,  who  was 
born  in  Marion  township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio, 
February  16,  1852,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Susanna  (Bright)  Baker,  the  former  a native 
of  Westmoreland  county,  Penn.  They  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  seven  children:  Claren,  who  j 
was  born  July  25,  1876,  and  is  a teacher  by  pro- 
fession; Ella  M.,  who  was  born  July  28,  1879,  j 
and  died  July  23,  1881;  William  S.,  who  was 
born  August  27,  1881;  Olive  B.,  who  was  born 
September  29,  1883;  Nettie,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 1,  1885;  Florence,  who  was  born  May  30, 
1889,  died  August  7,  following;  and  Bessie,  who 
was  born  May  30,  1S91,  and  died  April  30,  1893. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Barnhisel  sold  his  interest  in 
the  homestead,  but  later  purchased  the  farm  from 
other  heirs.  The  farm  buildings  are  neat  and  1 
substantial,  and  everything  about  the  premises  is 
creditable  to  the  taste  and  industry  of  the  pro- 
prietor. His  labors  have  been  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, and  he  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  for 
all  h as  been  attained  through  his  own  indus- 
trious and  well-directed  efforts.  He  is  upright 
and  honorable  in  all  things,  never  stooping  to 
anything  low  or  mean  to  gain  a point  or  secure 
money.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  generally  voting  the  Republican  ticket, 
though  not  strictly  partisan,  preferr  ing  to  cast  his 
ballot  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified 
to  fill  the  position,  and  has  served  as  a director  in 


School  District  No.  5,  Bloom  township.  Since 
the  age  of  eighteen,  Mr.  Barnhisel  has  been  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Church  of  God. 

J.  Y.  Housel,  a respected  citizen  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  who  has  an  honorable  record  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  who  for 
many  years  was  active  in  his  occupation,  but  is  now 
living  retired,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  November 
13,  1842. 

Tyler  Housel,  the  father  of  J.  Y.,  was  a na- 
tive of  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  but  spent  most 
of  his  life  in  Franklin  township,  Warren  Co., 
N.  J.,  where  he  carried  on  farming,  and  was  also 
a railroad  contractor.  He  was  a Presbyterian  in 
religious  faith.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat. 
His  father  was  born  on  the  Hudson  river,  and  was 
a farmer  by  occupation.  He  married  a Miss 
Cook,  and  died  in  Hunterdon  county.  The 
Housels  are  of  Dutch  descent,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  being  a native  of  that  coun- 
try. The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Catherine  Rupel,  was  born  in  Hunter- 
don county,  N.  J.,  to  which  State  her  great- 
grandfather came  from  Ireland,  where  the  family 
were  wealthy  farmers.  Her  father's  name  was 
Thomas  Rupel. 

The  children  of  Tyler  Housel  and  wife  were 
as  follows:  Asher  was  a railroad  man,  and  died 
in  New  Jersey;  Margaret  married  James  Hagerty, 
and  lives  in  Bucks  county,  Penn. ; Lucy  married 
Joseph  Davis,  then,  after  his  death,  wedded  a Mr. 
Fox,  and  lives  at  Easton,  Penn.;  Mary  Ellen  was 
the  wife  of  George  W.  Cowel,  deceased,  and  iives 
in  Phillipsburg,  N.  j.  ; William  B.  lives  in  Hunter- 
don county,  N.  J.;  J.  Y.  is  our  subject;  Johnre- 
sides  in  Warren  county,  New  Jersey. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  his  native  State,  where  he  was  work- 
ing at  plastering  when  the  outbreak  of  the  Re- 
bellion aroused  the  whole  nation,  and  young  men 
and  old  offered  their  services  to  maintain  the  su- 
premacy of  the  national  government.  Mr. 
Housel  enlisted  in  Company  C,  31st  Regiment  of 
State  Guards,  in  which  he  was  made  color-bear- 
er. They  were  stationed  near  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  were  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  When 
the  three  months  had  expired  he  re-enlisted  Au- 
gust 20,  1861,  in  Company  C,  7th  N.  J.  V.  I., 
in  which  he  served  until  after  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged 
July  17,  1863.  In  the  winter  of  (804  lie  again 
entered  the  army,  this  time  enlisting  in  Cmnparq 
B,  184th  O.  V t , of  which  he  was  made  ser- 
geant, and  while  at  Nashville  served  a>  drill 
master  and  transfer  officer.  He  saw  active  serv- 
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ice  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  war,  and  was 
finally  discharged  in  September,  1865.  Among 
the  important  engagements,  in  which  Mr.  House! 
took  part,  were  those  of  Bull  Run,  Yorktown,  An- 
tietam,  and  South  Mountain;  was  with  McClellan 
in  the  seven-days’  fight  at  Richmond;  in  the  first 
battle  at  Fredericksburg,  in  December,  1862; 
the  second  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  the  battles 
at  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  besides  many 
less  important  engagements.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  on  account  of  which  he 
receives  a pension. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Housel  located 
at  Napoleon,  Henry  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a plasterer  for  a time,  after- 
ward removing  to  Liberty  Center,  in  the  same 
county,  where  he  resided  for  a number  of  years. 
In  1888  he  removed  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home,  and  where  for  some 
three  years  he  followed  contracting,  since  that 
time,  howe\er,  having  given  up  active  business. 
He  owns  a house  and  two  lots  in  the  city,  and  is 
one  of  its  substantial  citizens.  In  politics  he  is 
a Democrat,  and  fraternally  belongs  to  the  I.  O. 
O.  F. , in  which  he  has  passed  most  of  the  chairs, 
and  now  holds  the  office  of  standard-bearer  in 
Canton  Alpine.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah,  and  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
Wiley  Post. 

Mr.  Housel  w as  married  August  10,  1867,  to 
Abbie  M.  McCauley,  who  was  born  in  Adrian, 
Mich.,  January  14,  183S,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  R.  and  Marie  Antoinette  (French)  Mc- 
Cauley. Her  great-grandfather,  Hugh  McCau- 
ley, was  a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  took  up  his  residence 
in  the  South,  where  he  died.  He  left  three  chil- 
dren: Samuel;  Alexander,  who  was  married  and 

had  one  daughter;  and  Nathaniel,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  18 1 2,  and  died  unmarried. 

Samuel,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Housel,  had 
three  children;  Hannah,  who  married  Joshua 
Kelley,  and  lived  in  Vermont;  Abigail,  who  died 
when  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  William  R.  The 
father  of  these  children  was  a farmer,  and,  after 
his  marriage  to  Abigail  Wilson,  lived  in  Vermont 
until  1836,  when  he  removed  to  Michigan  and 
settled  near  Adrian,  where  they  both  died,  the 
father  in  1841,  and  the  mother  in  1844. 

William  R.  McCauley  was  born  in  1804  and 
died  in  June,  1876.  He  came  to  Ohio  in  1849, 
and  settled  on  a farm  at  Damascus,  Henry 
county.  He  was  made  a justice  of  the  peace  in 
1868,  which  office  he  held  for  three  years.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  1808,  died  in  [S69,  and 
was  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Fred- 


5 erick  W. , who  died  in  his  twenty-fourth  year; 

Henry  Augustus,  who  died  in  his  twenty-second 
! year;  Nathaniel,  residing  at  Napoleon,  Henry 
j Co.,  Ohio;  Phoebe  Ann,  the  wife  of  Edwin  Free- 
! man,  of  Toledo;  and  Abigail. 

Mrs.  Housel  spent  the  first  ten  years  of  her 
life  in  Michigan,  coming  at  that  time  with  her 
i parents  to  Henry  county,  Ohio,  where  she  at- 
j tended  the  public  schools  until  she  was  seven- 
teen years  old,  from  which  time  until  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject,  August  10,  1867,  she  was 
! employed  in  teaching.  She  is  a woman  of  cult- 
| ure  and  refinement,  of  much  strength  of  charac- 
j ter,  and  holds  a prominent  place  in  various  or- 
ganizations, being  a member  of  the  Daughters  of 
Rebekah,  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.,  and  the  School  Suffrage  Club.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  all  religious  and  philan- 
thropic work. 

I 

W.  B.  Beach,  the  well-known  proprietor  of 
a large  blacksmith  shop  at  Bowling  Green,  was 
born  December  22.  1849,  in  Licking  county, 

where,  in  Kirkersville,  his  father  died  in  March, 
1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 

His  grandfather,  Horace  Beach,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  of  old  New  England  stock,  and  died 
in  Granville,  Ohio,  aged  eighty-eight.  He  was  a 
j farmer  and  blacksmith  by  occupation,  and  was 
for  some  time  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
edge  tools.  He  had  six  children:  Eli,  deceased, 

a resident  of  Providence,  R.  1. ; William  B..  an 
attorney  at  Providence,  also  interested  in  insur- 
j ance  business;  Horace,  a wealthy  resident  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  who  mysteriously  disappeared 
some  years  ago,  and  probably  met  with  foul 
; play;  Charles,  our  subject’s  father;  Deborah,  the 
wife  of  H.  H.  Austin,  of  Licking  county;  and 
Philura,  who  married  George  Davis,  of  the  same 
county. 

Charles  Beach,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  near  Keysville,  N.  Y. , in  April,  18  iS.  and 
came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  when  a boy.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  near 
his  father’s  farm  in  Licking  county,  and  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade  in  early  manhood.  He 
married  Miss  Margaret  Gardner,  who  was  born 
1 in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1S17,  and  came  to 
I America  with  her  parents  when  six  years  old — the 
two  families  settling  upon  adjoining  farms  at 
j about  the  same  time.  Four  children  of  tins 
union  have  lived  to  an  adult  age;  Emma,  the 
wife  of  Eleazer  Evans,  of  Licking  county;  our 
subject;  Clara,  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Buckland,  of 
! Chillicothe,  Ohio;  and  Alice,  who  married  H.  li 
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Guilder,  of  Licking  county.  Charles  Beach  has 
followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade  ail  his  life  in 
Kirkersville,  Licking  county.  He  was  the  pat- 
entee of  tiie  first  double-shovel  iron-beam  plow 
wi  th  convex  shovel  and  guard,  for  cultivating 
corn.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  took  a prominent 
part  in  local  affairs,  although  never  an  office- 
seeker.  He  was  a leading  member  of  the  New 
School  Baptist  Church,  in  which  his  wife  still 
holds  membership. 

Our  subject’s  early  life  was  spent  with  his 
parents  at  Kirkersville,  where  he  attended  school 
until  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he  began  to  learn 
his  trade.  After  six  years  of  work  at  home  he 
went  to  Utica,  Licking  county,  where  he  re- 
mained five  years  and  a half,  and  then  moved  to 
Cardington,  Morrow  county,  and  carried  on  his 
trade  for  some  time.  In  1886  he  came  to  Bowl- 
ing Green,  and  opened  the  shop  where  he  has 
since  conducted  a general  blacksmithing  business. 
He  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Ann  C.  Sim- 
mons, who.  was  born  February  28,  1854,  at  Balti- 
more, Ohio.  The}'  have  two  children:  Clara 

Belle,  who  lives  at  home,  and  Russell  Simmons. 
The  family  are  prominent  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Mr.  Beach  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  takes  great  interest  in  all  worthy  public 
movements.  Fie  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  K.  of  P.,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the 
National  Union. 

N.  J.  W irebaugh.  This  substantial  citizen, 

and  farmer  of  Montgomery  township,  wras  born 
December  15,  1834,  in  Fox  township,  Carroll 
Co.,  Ohio,  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Potts) 
Wirebaugh. 

The  father  of  our  subject  wras  born  in  Trum- 
bull county,  Penn.,  in  1806,  and  came  to  Ohio 
when  a boy  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Co- 
lumbiana county.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  dying  in 
1841.  Her  children  were  as  follows:  William 

FI.  lives  in  Portage  township;  Harriet  died  in  in- 
fancy: Mary  A.  died  when  eight  years  old;  N.  }. 
is  our  subject;  Elizabeth  married  George  Braden, 
and  died  in  Morrow' county ; Sarah  C.  is  now  Mrs. 
Isaac  Kiefer,  of  Crawford  county;  Nathan  lives 
in  Risingsun;  John  F.  is  a resident  of  Miami 
county,  Kans.  The  second  wife  of  John  Wire- 
baugh w'as  Miss  Elizabeth  Horner,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  Carroll  county.  She  bore  him  the 
following  children:  Cyrus  lives  in  Indiana;  Mar- 

tha died  when  four  years  of  age;  Stewart  resides 
in  Crawford  county;  Ledora  lives  in  Freeport, 
Ohio;  I.  V.  is  a physician  in  Prairie  Depot. 
I he  mother  of  these  children  is  still  living  in 


Prairie  Depot.  The  family  came  in  1 847  to  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio,  and  settled  near  Osceola,  where 
the  father  died  when  over  eighty  years  old.  Fie 
1 was  a Jackson  Democrat. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Carroll  county,  which  were  very 
different  from  those  of  the  present  day.  He  has 
seen  great  changes  for  the  better  in  educational 
matters,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  schools  of 
all  kinds,  being  a firm  believer  in  higher  educa- 
tion for  both  men  and  women.  He  was  only  a 
lad  when  his  parents  removed  to  western  Ohio, 
and  until  sixteen  years  of  age  w'orked  upon  the 
farm.  Fie  then  w'as  employed  as  an  engineer  in 
a sawmill,  and  for  many  years  held  the  same  po- 
sition in  a gristmill.  On  April  18,  1861,  Mr. 
Wirebaugh  was  married  in  Richland  county,  Ohio, 
to  Miss  Martha  Ralston,  and  in  June  of  the  same 
year  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  5, 

| Montgomery  township.  The  money  for  this  pur- 
chase he  had  saved  from  his  small  earnings,  and 
w’ith  this  he  made  his  first  start  in  life.  The  land 
was  all  woods  with  no  improvements,  and  he  at 
once  went  to  work,  his  first  clearing  being  six 
acres,  which  he  put  in  wheat.  He  also  built  his 
first  home  which,  as  may  be  imagined,  was  no 
palatial  residence.  It  was  a happy  home,  how- 
ever, until  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  tool;  place 
November  18,  1863,  leaving  with  him  one  child, 
Mary,  who  died  when  two  vears  old.  The  family 
being  broken  up,  Mr.  Wirebaugh  returned  to 
Crawford  county,  and  again  took  up  his  occupa- 
tion of  an  engineer,  being  thus  employed  fur  the 
eight  years  following. 

In  September,  1871,  our  subject  was  married 
in  Custar,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Sarah  Roberts,  and  re- 
turned to  his  farm  in  Montgomery  township, 
where  he  resided  until  1879.  In  that  year  he 
went  to  F'ostoria,  Ohio,  where  he  was  for  a short 
time  in  the  grocery  business,  and  then  took  up 
his  residence  in  Freeport,  where  he  purchased  a 
pleasant  home.  Fie  resumed  his  business  as  an 
engineer,  at  which  he  was  employed  until  1800, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  has  an  excellent  farm  of  200 
acres  in  Sections  5 and  6,  Montgomery  township, 
which  is  under  fine  cultivation,  and  he  has  made 
I a success  of  the  business.  For  over  forty  rears 
Mr.  Wirebaugh  was  a machinist,  and  became 
1 thoroughly  familiar,  in  his  capacity  as  engineer, 
with  all  kinds  of  machinery.  He  stood  high  as  1 
good  workman,  and  during  all  these  years  was  in 
! the  employ  of  but  four  individuals. 

He  is  a man  who  reads  extensively,  and  is  a 
patron  of  literature  and  the  arts.  In  politics  he 
I inclines  to  the  Democratic  party,  but  is  not  a par- 
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tisan,  and  votes  for  a man  according  to  his  fitness 
for  office  rather  than  his  political  affiliations.  He 
has  served  eight  years  as  a member  of  Prairie 
Depot  city  council,  but  is  no  office  seeker.  No 
man  is  more  highly  respected  or  more  deserving 
of  esteem,  than  the  gentleman  whose  sketch  is 
here  given. 

Gotlieb  Otterbach,  whose  success  in  life  is 
attributable  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  was  born 
in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  January  7,  1837. 

His  father,  Christian  Otterbach,  was  a native  of 
the  same  locality,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  married  Miss  Helen  Greinei,  and  died 
in  Wurtemberg  in  1863.  In  1868,  his  widow 
came  to  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  a 
son  and  daughter,  and  spent  her  last  days  in 
Michigan,  where  her  death  occurred  in  1888,  she 
having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  }’ears. 
She  was  quite  ill  at  the  time  she  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  many  feared  that  she  would 
never  live  to  complete  the  voyage.  Her  children 
were  John,  who  was  a soldier  in  Germany,  and 
also  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  Michigan  in 
1888;  Jacob,  a farmer  of  Michigan;  Regy,  now 
a widow;  Gotlieb,  our  subject;  Christian  and 
Gotlobe,  both  farmers  in  Michigan. 

Our  subject  acquired  a good  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  with  his  father  learned  the 
weaver’s  trade.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began 
work  in  a factory  in  Hall,  and  continued  to  fol- 
low weaving  until  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  Amer- 
ica in  1857.  He  took  passage  at  Bremen  on  the 
“ President  Smith,"  a sailing  vessel,  which,  after 
a rough  voyage  of  sixty-four  days,  reached  New 
York.  Mr.  Otterbach  at  once  made  his  way  to 
Toledo,  and  thence  to  the  home  of  an  uncle  who 
lived  in  Liverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio.  He  soon 
secured  employment  in  a blacksmith  shop,  where 
he  worked  for  eight  months  for  $5.  Afterward 
he  followed  any  pursuit  that  would  yield  him  an 
honest  living,  and  in  the  winter  of  1858.  he  re- 
ceived $6  per  month. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Otterbach  enlisted  in  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  in  Company  K,  103rd  O.  V.  I., 
and  was  mustered  into  the  service  in  Kentucky, 
while  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in  June,  1865,  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Raleigh,  N.  C.  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Resaca,  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg, 
and  only  twenty-five  men  in  all  the  regiment 
were  left  uninjured  after  that  engagement. 

The  war  over,  Mr.  Otterbach  returned  to  Me- 
dina county,  and  in  the  fall  of  1865  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Wood  county,  lo- 
cating thereon  in  the  spring  of  1866.  In  1868, 
in  Liberty  township,  he  married  Miss  Hannah 


McCrory,  who  died  in  October,  1872,  leaving  one 
I son,  Samuel,  now  at  home;  a twin  sister,  Mary 
I Elizabeth,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months.  In 
1S75,  Mr.  Otterbach  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Leffler, 
widow  of  Mathias  Leffler,  and  her  death  occurred 
May  12,  1891.  The  children  of  the  second  mar- 
riage are  Annie,  a student  in  a music  academy  at 
1 Findlay,  Ohio;  and  Lena.  The  present  wife  of 
Mr.  Otterbach,  who  bore  the  name  of  Hulda 
Harris,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1848.  She  was 
j only  four  months  old  when  brought  to  this  coun- 
try by  her  parents,  John  C.  and  Anna  Doroth}7 
i (Henning)  King.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  were 
married  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  January  30,  1894. 
She  had  five  children  by  her  former  marriage, 
namely:  William,  and  Charles,  both  of  Holgate, 
Henry  Co.,  Ohio;  Frank,  at  home;  Mrs.  Della  C. 
Ernhart,  of  Bays,  Ohio;  and  Matilda,  at  home. 

I The  father,  William  Harris,  was  born  in  Wood 
county,  in  1832,  and  in  1 861 , in  Company  K,  3rd 
j O.  V.  C.,  he  was  wounded  in  the  neck,  but  con- 
tinued at  the  front  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Mrs.  Otterbach 's  brother,  Albert  W.  King,  was 
one  of  the  survivors  of  the  “ Sultana.’’ 

Our  subject  is  a stalwart  Republican,  and  has 
i served  as  school  director  for  one  year.  He  is  a 
| member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  takes  a deep 
interest  in  religious  work,  as  well  as  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  has 
j developed  upon  his  farm  eight  oil  wells,  and  now 
; occupies  a position  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Wood  county.  He  has,  however,  worked  his 
I way  steadily  upward  from  humble  surroundings, 
pressing  forward  step  by  step  to  the  goal  of 
I success. 

John  H.  Jones.  The  family  from  which  this 
gentleman  descended  is  of  Welsh  and  German  ex- 
traction. The  ancestors  came  from  Europe  at 
an  early  date,  locating  in  Virginia,  where  they 
; became  land  owners  and  business  men,  and  were 
prominent  in  the  different  walks  of  life.  John  H. 
i Jones  was  born  near  Martinsburg,  Berkeley  Co., 
W.  Va. , August  2,  1836,  where  he  was  reared 
1 and  educated.  He  is  a son  of  Hiram  and  Isabella 

I ^ 

| (Crowell)  Jones,  of  Welsh  and  German  extrac- 
tion. respectively.  Hiram  Jones  and  wife  were 
both  natives  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley. Virginia, 
he,  a patriot  and  soldier  of  the  war' of  18  r 2,  was 
; a substantial  man,  and  an  honored  citizen,  who 
throughout  life  took  a deep  interest  in  military 
1 matters.  He  was  present,  and  a prominent  figure, 
at  everv  musterof  theState  Militia  in  his  section, 
oftentimes  acting  as  a drummer.  He  was  a Dein- 
! ocrat  of  the  old  school.  He  was  identified 
1 with  the  Baptist  Church.  Their  children  were: 
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|ohu  Harrison,  our  subject;  Hiram  S. , of  Mar- 
tinsburg, W.  Va. ; Lydia  Ann,  who  married  a Mr. 
Lewis,  and  lives  in  California;  Charles  Ross, who 
died  while  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army;  j 
William  R.  and  Joseph  T,  residents  of  Martins-  i 
burg,  W.  Va.  ; Margaret  (married)  and  Helen,  i 
also  residents  of  Martinsburg. 

John  H.  Jones,  the  eldest  child  was  reared  on 
the  homestead  farm,  and  educated  in  the  schools  I 
of  that  vicinity,  and  when  old  enough  learned  the  ! 
business  of  a miller  in  the  mill  of  John  Graham, 
near  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.  At  the  latter  place 
he  was  married  January  31,  1866,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha Ann  Graham,  and  after  this  event  he  carried 
on  the  milling  business  at  Martinsburg  until  1874, 
when  with  his  family  he  moved  to  near  Tiffin,  j 
Seneca  Co.,  Ohio.  Here  he  located  on  a farm 
which  he  operated  until  1882,  when  he  removed 
to  Wood  county,  and  purchased  a farm  three  : 
miles  north  of  North  Baltimore,  on  which  he  lived 
with  his  family  for  a period;  then  sold  the  prop-  : 
erty  and  purchased  a farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
North  Baltimore,  which,  later,  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  best  oil-producing  tracts  in  that  section.  It 
has  at  this  writing  (December,  1 S96)  seven  pro- 
ducing oil  wells  on  it.  In  1892,  Mr.  Jones  re-  I 
moved  with  his  family  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  but  in  1895 
came  to  North  Baltimore,  Ohio,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  where  he  and  family  are  held 
in  high  esteem.  He  is  a stanch  temperance  ad- 
vocate, believing  in  total  prohibition,  and  uses 
his  influence  to  assist  that  cause  on  all  occasions 
from  the  rostrum,  and  otherwise.  He  and  his  ; 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  which  denomination  he  has  been  connected 
for  thirty-five  years,  and  of  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee  at  different  times  for  many  years,  and  a 
teacher  of  the  Bible  class  aggregating  fifteen 
years  or  more.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Jacob  Carleton  : 
(engaged  in  the  oil  business),  born  November  28, 
1871,  was  married  in  July,  1889,  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Bruner,  and  they  have  two  children — Robert  H. 
and  Jeannette;  and  W.  Robert,  born  August  28,  1 
1874,  a prominent  young  citizen  of  North  Balti- 
more, mentioned  elsewhere.  In  addition  to  their 
own  children,  our  subject  and  wife  reared  a little  j 
girl  from  the  age  of  two-and-a-half  yea'rs,  now  a 
young  miss  of  twelve  summers,  and  one  of  the 
family — her  name  formerly  was  Vernie  Maud 
Warden,  but  she  is  now  known  as  Pearl  Jones. 

Mrs.  Martha  Ann  (Graham)  Jones  was  born 
in  1844,  in  Fairfax  county,  Va. , a daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Gruber)  Graham,  of  Scotch 
and  German  progenitors,  respectively.  John 
Graham  was  the  owner  and  operator  of  a mill  at 


Bunker  Hill,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Va. , for 
many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  most  substantial 
and  highly  honored  citizens  of  Berkeley  county, 
W.  Va.  He  was  a man  of  high  and  pure  char- 
acter, thoroughly  well-read  and  well-informed, 
and  a general  advisor  of  the  vicinity,  in  which  he 
lived,  on  law  and  other  matters.  He  is  said  to 
have  been  the  most  popular  man  in  his  countv, 
for  many  years,  and  could  have  been  elected  to 
any  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people  of  the  countv. 
He  was  not  a politician,  or  seeker  after  office, 
having  large  affairs  of  his  own  to  look  after. 
During  the  war  his  property  was  located  at  Bunker 
Hill,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia,  where 
LTnion  and  Rebel  troops  were  continuallv  con- 
testing; his  home  would  one  day  be  in  the  Union 
lines  and  the  next  in  the  Rebel  lines,  and  vice 
versa.  He  was  an  ardent  Republican  and  Union 
man,  which  was  well-known  by  both  sides;  but 
such  was  his  high  character  as  a citizen  and  non- 
combatant,  that  he  was  the  only  Union  man  who 
dared  to  stay  in  the  vicinity  when  the  Rebels  had 
control.  He  entertained,  at  his  home,  many 
noted  Rebel  and  Union  officers — of  course  on 
different  occasions,  as  they  did  not  mix  very  well 
in  those  days.  With  other  young  men,  he  organ- 
ized a home  independent  military  company,  for 
protection  against  the  Rebel  guerrillas  and  other 
depredators.  In  this  way  he  served  through 
many  exciting  skirmishes,  where  men  were  killed; 
he  personally  conveyed  news  to  the  Union  of- 
ficers on  many  occasions,  often  going  at  night 
through  cold,  rain  and  sleet  to  aid  the  Union 
cause — regular  passes  as  a scout  gaining  him  ad- 
mission, at  all  times,  to  the  Union  lines.  His 
death  occurred  in  1870.  His  widow,  who  is 
now  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  makes  her  home 
wuth  her  daughter,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Solomon  S.  Frederick  devotes  his  time  and 
energies  to  farming  and  carpentering,  and  is  an 
enterprising,  wide-awake  citizen,  who  faithfully 
does  his  duty  to  his  fellow  men,  himself  and  his 
country.  As  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  Wood  county,  we  feel  assured  that  the  record 
of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our 
readers. 

Mr.  Frederick  was  born  August  12,  1839,  in 
Big  Spring  township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  son  of 
Anthony  and  Rhoda  1 Neffis)  Frederick.  The 
former  was  born  in  September,  1816,  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  the  latter  in  1818,  and  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  Wyandot  county  Sub- 
sequently removing  to  Seneca  county,  he  pur- 
chased a farm  of  forty  acres  on  which  he  lived 
for  ten  years,  and  then  removed  to  Adrian, 
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Seneca  county,  where  he  operated  a sawmill  for 
a number  of  years.  His  next  place  of  residence 
was  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  same  line  of  business  until,  returning  to 
Adrian,  Seneca  county,  thence  to  Berwick,  where 
he  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  a grist- 
mill. In  i860  he  brought  his  family  by  wagon 
to  Wood  county,  purchased  a small  tract  of  land 
in  Bloom  township,  and  erected  a sawmill.  He 
afterward  purchased  1 20  acres  additional,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  now  living  retired  at  Bloom 
Center.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Solo- 

mon S. ; William,  of  Jerry  City,  Ohio;  Nathaniel, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two;  Charles,  who 
died  in  Bloom  township;  Byron,  a farmer  of 
Bloom  township;  Susan,  deceased  wife  of  John 
Bailey,  of  Bloom  township;  and  Rosie,  wife  of 
William  H.  Dennis,  of  Bloom  Center,  Ohio. 

In  his  boyhood  days,  Mr.  Frederick  attended 
the  district,  schools,  and  he  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He 
then  learned  the  trade  of  carpentering,  which  he 
has  since  followed  in  connection  with  farming. 

On  April  9,  1862,  Mr.  Frederick  chose,  as  a 
companion  and  helpmeet  on  life’s  journey,  Miss 
Rachel  Hampshire,  a native  of  Wood  county, 
Ohio.  To  their  marriage  were  born  ten  children, 
namely:  George  B.,  a miller  of  Bloom  Center; 

Mary  B.,  wife  of  George  Apel,  of  Henry  town- 
ship; Charles,  a farmer  of  Jackson  township; 
Rosie,  wife  of  Carey  Baringer,  of  Bloom  town- 
ship; Ella,  who  died  when  seventeen  years  of 
age;  Nora,  wife  of  John  Chase,  of  Henry  town- 
ship; Rhoda,  wife  of  Frank  Mercer  ; Alice, 
wife  of  Olivex  Baringer;  and  Myrtie  and  Lettie, 
at  home.  The  mother  of  these  died  in  1 8 S 3 , 
and  in  1886  Mr.  Frederick  married  Mrs.  Re- 
becca J.  Briton,  who  was  born  November  1, 
1853,  daughter  of  Morgan  and  Mary  M.  (Thomp- 
son) Blue,  of  Henry  county.  To  the  second 
marriage  have  been  born  two  children- — William 
R.,  at  home;  and  Jennie  N.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Frederick  had 
three  children:  Hattie  B.  (who  died  in  infancy). 
Ova  N.  and  Amos  A. 

In  1872  Mr.  Frederick  located  on  his  present 
farm,  which  he  had  purchased  six  years  previ- 
ously, and  he  is  now  devoting  his  energies  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  eighty  acres  of  rich  farming 
land.  He  is  an  energetic,  industrious  man,  and 
ranks  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the 
community.  During  the  Civil  war  he  manifested 
his  loyalty  to  the  government  by  enlisting,  in 
1864,  in  Company  H,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  joining  the 
regiment  at  Tiffin,  Ohio.  He  soon  went  to  the 
front,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Buzzard's 


i Roost,  Resaca,  Pickett's  Mills  and  Kenesaw  Mount- 
I ain,  and  was  discharged  November  30,  1863,  at 
Victoria,  Texas.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  he  has  served  for  eight  years  both  as  super- 
visor and  school  director,  discharging  his  duties 
in  a prompt  and  capable  manner. 

John  Challen  is  numbered  among  the  stal- 
wart and  substantial  farmers  of  Plain  township, 
and  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  born  in  Center 
township,  December  30,  1857.  William  Challen, 
his  father,  was  born  in  England  in  1S09,  and 
came  to  America  in  1857.  He  at  once  settled  in 
Wood  county,  and  always  lived  here.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife  in  1882,  he  made  his  home  with 
his  youngest  child,  John,  and  there  died  Septem- 
ber 20,  1896,  leaving  nine  children,  namely: 

James,  Charlotte,  Mary,  Ann,  William,  Charles, 
Harriet,  George  (a  prominent  farmer  of  Plain 
township)  and  John;  two  other  children— Jane 
and  Henry — are  deceased.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  was  much  loved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him. 

John  Challen  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  fa- 
ther’s farm,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  assisted  in 
its  cultivation,  remaining  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty- one,  and  gaining  agood  practical  knowledge 
of  the  labors  of  an  agriculturist  under  the  wise  guid- 
; ance  of  his  father.  He  then  rented  the  homestead 
for  a few  years,  and  later  purchased  a farm  of  his 
. father,  which  he  has  greatly  improved  by  drain- 
ing, the  erection  of  substantial  buildings,  and  the 
1 planting  of  an  orchard.  On  April  19,  1S77,  at 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie 
Newton,  who  was  born  November  12.  1S5S,  and 
is  one  of  the  four  daughters  of  George  Newton. 
To  this  worthy  couple  was  born  a daughter, 
named  Eva  May,  September  4,  187S, 

Mr.  Challen  occupies  a high  place  in  the  esti- 
mation of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  genial  man- 
i ners  and  his  sturdy  integrity  have  won  him  a 
1 host  of  friends,  and  he  is  highly  regarded  by  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He  is  strong  in 
his  faith  in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

I and  never  falters  in  his  allegiance  to  that  organ- 
ization; but,  although  interested  in  a great  degree 
| in  all  local  campaigns,  has  no  desire  for  the 
troubles,  responsibilities,  and  disquieting  influ- 
ences of  political  office,  though  induced  to  accept 
| the  position  of  school  director  for  one  year.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

George  B.  Heuce.  Among  tin  venerable 
j citizens  of  Montgomery  township,  none  is  better 
I known  or  more  highly  respected  than  lie  whose 
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name  opens  this  sketch,  and  whose  family  of  chil- 
dren are  also  worth}’  members  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  was  born  September  28,  1S19,  in  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  and  is  the  son  of  George  T.  fledge,  j 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a native 
of  England,  and  his  calling  was  that  of  a whaler. 
He  was  the  first  of  this  family  to  come  to  the 
United  States,  and  settled  in  Portland,  Me.,  from 
which  port  he  sailed  on  his  whaling  expeditions. 
He  was  lost  at  sea  while  on  one  of  these  voyages. 
He  left  two  children,  George  T.,  and  a daughter, 
Mary.  His  widow  never  re-married,  and  died  in 
Boston,  where  she  lived  with  relatives.  Mary 
married  a man  by  the  name  of  Nobles,  and  re- 
sided in  Boston  until  her  death.  George  T. 
married  Miss  Nancy  Bradley,  a native  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  of  Irish  extraction.  Their  two 
children  were  George  B.,  our  subject,  and  Mary 
Noble.  The  father  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  i 
and  at  one  time  was  overseer  of  the  shoe  shop  of 
the  State  prison  of  New  Hampshire.  After  the  j 
death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Dorcas  Petten- 
gill,  who  bore  him  two  children.  He  was  com- 
monly known  as  “Captain"  Hedge,  having  at 
one  time  commanded  the  Portland  artillery.  He 
was  a man  of  fine  character,  and  was  very  pop- 
ular among  his  acquaintances.  He  died  January 
10,  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Our  subject  was  only  seven  years  old  when 
he  was  put  out  to  work  with  a farmer  named  Asa 
Bradley,  who  soon  after  moved  to  northern  New 
Hampshire,  afterward  going  to  Medina  county, 
Ohio.  When  seventeen  years  old  Mr.  Hedge 
left  this  family,  and  began  working  for  himself  as 
a farm  hand.  The  death  of  his  mother,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  a mere  child,  having 
broken  up  the  family,  he  had  lost  all  trace  of  his 
father.  About  the  time  last  mentioned,  in  read- 
ing a newspaper,  he  noticed  that  a man  named 
Hedge  had  been  appointed  keeper  of  the  State 
arsenal,  at  Portland,  Me.,  and  writing  to  him, 
the  man  proved  to  be  his  father.  The  son  took 
what  money  he  had  saved,  and  went  to  New  Eng- 
land, visiting  his  father  and  other  relatives. 
During  this  visit  Mr.  Hedge  was  for  one  summer 
employed  in  the  State  arsenal  at  Portland,  Me., 
where  his  father  was  overseer.  He  soon  after 
returned  to  Medina  county,  and  again'  went  to 
work  on  the  farm.  His  only  possessions  at  this 
time  were  the  clothes  he  had  on,  and  a very  little 
money.  When  he  left  the  Bradley  family  he  had 
only  the  commonest  of  apparel,  a palm  leaf  hat 
and  cotton  pantaloons.  His  most  cherished  piece 
of  property  was  a very  small  knife,  which  was 
made  for  him  by  a prisoner  fn  the  New  Hamp- 
shire penitentiary,  and  which  he  stili  has  in  his 


possession.  After  working  on  the  farm  for  a time 
Mr.  Hedge  was  employed  in  a sawmill  where  he 
gained  a good  knowledge  of  the  business.  He 
rented  a sawmill  in  Medina  county,  and  after- 
ward bought  a half  interest  in  one  which  was 
located  at  Center,  York  township,  Medina 
county.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  fifty 
acres  in  Guilford  township,  that  county,  which  he 
sold  on  becoming  owner  of  the  sawmill. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Hedge  went  into  the  hotel 
business  in  Medina  county,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  coming  from  there  to  Montgomery 
township,  Wood  county,  in  September,  1855. 
He  had  purchased  land  in  this  township  from 
parties  in  Pennsylvania,  which  comprised  240 
acres,  in  Section  5,  for  which  he  went  in  debt. 
The  family  drove  from  their  former  home  to  their 
new  location,  and  lived  in  a rough-log  house 
without  windows  until  a better  one  could  be  built. 
Mr  Hedge  was  married  in  Medina  count}',  Sep- 
tember 10,  1S45,  to  Catherine  M.  Crawfoot.  who 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Scipio,  Cayuga  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  April  8.  1S29.  Her  parents  were  Ambrose 
and  Annie  (Snyder;  Crawfoot,  who  came  to  Me- 
dina county  when  their  daughter  was  seven  years 
old,  and  settled  in  the  woods  in  Mountville  town- 
ship. Her  father's  family  comprised  fourteen 
children,  Mrs.  Hedge  being  the  eldest  of  the  five 
children  born  to  the  second  wife.  Her  parents 
came  to  Wood  county  in  1855,  and  settled  in 
Montgomery  township,  where  they  died. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hedge  are 
as  follows:  George  W..  February  22,  1848,  lives 
in  Montgomery  township;  Ophelia  A.,  August  7 , ■ 
1849,  is  now  Mrs.  J.  H.  Lusk;  Frank  T.,  May 
5,  1 8 5 3 ; Albert,  April  13,  1859,  died  May  2,  of 
the  same  year;  Harland  W.,  February  23,  1S62; 
Calvin  B.,  October  11,  1866.  These  children  all 
live  in  Montgomery  township,  and  have  given 
evidence  of  their  excellent  home  training  by  be- 
coming most  estimable  and  influential  citizens. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Wood  county  Mr  Hedge 
sold  off  forty  acres  of  his  land.  Later  he  bought, 
in  Section  17,  a sawmill  with  four  acres  of  land, 
and  on  the  latter  built  a house,  where  he  has  re- 
sided ever  since.  He  was  engaged  in  the  sawmill 
business  until  1889,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  son, 
George  W.,  who  is  carrying  on  an  extensive  trade. 
At  various  times  Mr.  Hedge  has  bought  small 
amounts  of  land,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  1 39 
acres.  He  was  appointed  postmaster,  under  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  at  Montgomery  Cross  Roads, 
which  was  the  first  post  office  in  the  township, 

; and  served  until  the  office  was  removed  to-  Prairie 
1 Depot.  He  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and 
; cast  his  first  vote  in  1840  in  Defiance,  Ohio. 
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where  he  was  at  that  time  at  work  on  the  Wa- 
bash canal.  He  has  served  in  various  township 
offices,  and  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  in 
his  early  days  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  but 
on  his  removal  to  Wood  county  was  so  far  distant 
from  any  lodge  that  he  dropped  his  membership. 
Mr.  Hedge  is  a self-made  man,  and  had  but  very 
little  schooling,  but  has  acquired  a practical  edu- 
cation by  observation  and  reading.  fie  has  trav- 
eled over  the  United  States  from  Portland,  Me., 
to  San  Francisco.  Cal.,  and  has  made  good  use 
of  his  experiences  and  opportunities.  He  began 
life  with  nothing  he  could  call  his  own,  and  by 
industrv  and  economy  has  acquired  a comfortable 
fortune.  He  has  reared  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren. all  of  whom  live  in  his  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, are  prosperous  and  highly  esteemed ; and 
he  is  now  passing  the  evening  of  his  life,  sur- 
rounded by  his  loved  ones,  and  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  his  whole  duty,  as  far  as 
he  can  see  it,  in  every  relation  of  life.  He  has 
to-day  the  good  will  and  kindly  regard  of  every- 
one who  knows  him. 

Seldox  B.  Welton  (deceased).  As  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  progressive  men  who  have 
transformed  the  malarious  marshes  of  Liberty 
township  into  well-drained  and  productive  farm- 
ing lands,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  should  hold 
a prominent  place  in  our  records.  He  was  born 
in  Medina  county,  April  27,  1844,  the  son  of  John 
and  Mary  Welton,  who  had  come  from  New 
England  in  early  life  to  become  pioneer  farmers 
in  that  locality.  His  father  died  in  Michigan, 
and  his  mother  in  Wood  county,  in  1861. 

Seldon  B.  Welton  was  reared  to  manhood 
upon  a farm,  and,  when  a young  man,  deciding 
to  seek  a place  where  he  could  obtain  the  advan- 
tages which  a new  region  offers  to  the  agricult- 
urist, he  came  to  this  county.  Here  he  met 
and  married  Miss  Emeline  Mercer,  a daughter  of 
Daniel  Mercer,  a pioneer,  who  died  September 
22,  1896.  She  is  a nativ  e of  Wood  county,  born 
August  14,  184S,  and  possessed  in  abundant 

measure  those  qualities  which  fitted  her  to  be 
his  helpful  partner  in  every  enterprise.  After 
their  marriage  they  located  in  the  wilderness  near 
what  is  now  known  as  Bays  Station,  on  the  C. 
H.  & I).  R.  R.  Their  first  home  was  a primi- 
tive one  in  a typical  section  of  the  “Black 
Swamp,"  surrounded  by  water  and  dense-tangled 
forests  filled  with  wild  game,  and  reached  by 
almost  impassable  roads,  if  one  may  call  the  ir- 
regular wagon  tracks  by  that  name.  Malaria 
lurked  in  the  unwholesome  pools,  and  much 
labor  and  privation  were  to  be  borne;  but 


obstacles  yield  gradually  to  courage  and  industry, 
i and  a comfortable  home  rewarded  them  in  time. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  them:  i 

Emmet  W. , February  1 7 , 186S,  married  Augusta 
Daring,  a native  of  Ottawa  county,  born  August 
7,  1878,  and  has  one  living  child.  George  E , 
another,  Ethel  May,  having  died  in  infancy.  2 . 
Norton  R. , December  12,  1S69,  is  not  married. 
(3)  Lillian  E.,  August  2,  187 — , married  and  has 
1 one  child — Claude  C.  (4)  Emma  D.,  January  15, 
[873,  married,  and  now  resides  at  Bay  Station. 
Ohio.  (5)  Delnora  J.,  September  12,  1874. 
married  L.  F.  Hewer.  (6)  Myrtle  M..  born 
, April  2,  1876,  married  George  Brubaker,  and  has 
; one  child — Flora  May.  (7)  John  E..  Februarv 
3,  1878.  (8)  Edna  S.,  July  31,  1SS0.  (9) 

Clayton  R. , June  15,  1882.  (10)  Ralph  C., 

April  12,  1884.  (1 1)  Lucy  A.,  August  3,  18SG; 

and  (12)  Joseph  C.  M.,  September  5,  1888.  Mr. 
Welton  was  a man  of  fine  business  judgment, 
and  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  for 
; many  excellent  traits  of  character.  His  life  was 
one  of  quiet  usefulness,  and  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred January  15,  1889,  was  mourned  by  all 
who  had  ever  learned  to  know  him. 

Mrs.  Welton  remained  upon  the  farm  until 
i March,  1895,  when,  realizing  the  advantages  of 
city  schools  and  social  privileges  for  her  younger 
! children,  she  removed  to  Bowling  Green.  She 
! still  owns  the  old  homestead  of  120  acres,  how- 
ever, and  has  a portion  of  it  under  development 
for  oil,  ten  wells  having  been  already  opened. 
Her  children  are  doing  credit  to  the  family  name 
j as  they  establish  themselves  in  life.  Thev  are 
members  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  the  sons 
all  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  to  which  their  father  belonged. 

Thomas  J.  Adams,  who  ranks  among  the 
most  successful  agriculturists  of  Montgomery 
township,  was  born  in  that  locality  October  16, 
1S54,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  McGill 
Adams. 

Thomas  Adams  was  a native  of  Wigtonshire. 
Scotland,  born  April  25,  1812,  and  his  wife  was 
born  in  the  same  place,  December  23,  1819 
His  family  was  in  moderate  circumstances,  and 
when  Thomas  attained  his  majority  he  deter- 
mined to  seek  a home  in  the  New  World.  Sail- 
ing for  the  United  States,  he  landed  at  New  York 
j City,  after  a voyage  of  six  weeks  and  five  days. 

| and  first  found  employment  in  that  citv  as  hos- 
tler for  a wealthy  family,  which  situation  he  lost 
from  failure  to  salute  his  master  with  becoming 
deference,  his  Scotch  pride  not  allowing'  him  to 
do  so.  Some  time  later  he  went  to  Slatington. 
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Penn. , where  he  worked  in  the  slate  quarries, 
afterward  going  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where,  on  De- 
cember 9,  1836,  he  was  married  to  Mary  McGill. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  John  McGill,  who  with 
his  family,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1S33, 
locating  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,,  where  both  parents  died 
of  cholera  not  long  after  their  arrival. 

Thomas  Adams  came  to  Wood  county  in 
1835,  and  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section 
9,  Montgomery  township.  At  that  time  the  land 
office  was  at  Bucyrus,  and  he  walked  to  and 
from  his  land.  It  was  in  a primitive  condition, 
with  no  improvements,  and  his  first  house  was  a 
small  log  cabin,  built  on  a knoll  a short  distance 
southwest  of  where  the  old  homestead  now 
stands.  The  household  goods  of  the  young 
couple,  who  thus  began  life  together  with  brave 
hearts  and  willing  hands,  were  of  the  rudest 
type,  and  few  in  number.  Until  the  land  was 
cultivated  they  could  not  live  off  its  products,  and 
for  the  first  year  or  so,  Mr.  Adams  was  obliged 
to  work  for  other  people,  and  he  worked  in  a 
brickyard  at  Perrysburg  for  eight  dollars  a month. 
He  was  a stout,  strapping  young  fellow,  and, 
carried  the  apple  trees  for  his  orchard  on  his 
back  from  Tiffin  to  this  home.  He  wras  a A ery 
robust  man,  and  until  his  final  sickness  never 
had  any  illness  in  his  life  except  the  measles. 
The  courage  and  industry  of  this  worthy  couple 
were  rewarded  by  prosperity,  and  they  lived  to 
see  the  wilderness  changed  into  fertile  fields  and 
blooming  orchards,  and,  in  place  of  the  solitary 
log  cabin,  three  handsome  houses  built  upon  the 
farm.  They  also  had  the  happiness  to  celebrate 
their  golden  wedding  on  December  9,  1886,  at 
which  their  large  family  were  all  present.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  James  \V. , born  Sep- 
tember 16,  1837,  is  a manufacturer  in  Grand 
Rapids',  Mich.;  John,  born  April  20,  1S39,  was  a 
member  of  the  21st  Regiment  O.  V.  I.,  and  died 
June  1,  1863,  being  buried  at  Murfreesboro; 

Robert  W. , born  September  18,  1S42.  is  a con- 
ductor on  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Fe 
railroad,  and  lives  in  Chicago;  Jennie,  born  Sep- 
tember 18,  1842,  married  Rev.  James  Rhodes,  a 
minister  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  at  Fos- 
toria;  Lizzie,  born  September  20.  184;,  is  the 
wife  of  W.  W.  Dunipace,  of  Webster  town- 
ship; Ella,  born  November  20,  1847,  is  now  Mrs. 
G.  K.  Daily,  of  Montgomery  township ; Cornelia, 
born  July  9,  1850,  married  Otis  Hoiles,  and  died 
August  2,  r S 7 1 , in  Omaha,  Neb.;  Thomas  J.  is 
our  subject;  George  A.,  born  November  9,  1857, 
is  a farmer  in  Montgomery  township:  Francis  M., 
born  April  3,  1861,  is  also  a farmer  in  the  same 
township;  Minnie  B.,  born  November  23,  1863, 

U2 


is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  W.  Heltman.  of  Toledo, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Adams  always  followed  farming,  and, 
being  steady,  industrious  and  economical,  his 
property  increased  from  the  original  eighty  acres  to 
320.  He  was  a Democrat  until  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  became  one  of 
its  stanch  adherents.  He  was  no  office  seeker,  but 
served  in  minor  township  offices,  and  was  a man 
l of  considerable  influence  in  the  community  He 
died  April  26,  1888,  his  wife  surviving  him  until 
: December  20,  1891.  Both  are  buried  in  the  cem- 
etery at  Prairie  Depot!  This. worthy  couple  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 

I and  reared  their  numerous  children  to  habits  of 
industry,  and  honesty.  They  were  greatly  re- 
spected and  beloved  by  all  who  knew'  them,  and 
their  children  have  all  become  w7ell-to-do  and  in- 
fluential citizens. 

. Thomas  J.  Adams,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  his  educational 
advantages  being  only  such  as  could  be  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  locality.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which 
took  place  December  25,  1879,  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, Williams  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  was  united  to 
Miss  Ida  M.  Finch.  Mrs.  Adams  wras  born  May 
3,  1 8 58,  in  Wyandot  county,  the  daughter  of 
Randolph  and  Theresa  (Caughey)  Finch,  the 
former  a native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Her  father  died  in  Williams  county  April 
15,  1889,  and  her  mother  on  October  22,  1S92. 
When  our  subject  w'as  married  he  had  property 
of  small  value,  and  rented  a portion  of  the  home 
farm  until  1884,  when  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Section  9,  Montgomery  township,  for 
which  he  went  in  debt.  This  he  has  since  paid 
for,  and  has  added  forty  acres  to  it,  and  he  has 
been  so  successful  in  his  operations  that  in  1892 
: he  built  an  elegant  home  upon  his  place,  where 
he  entertains  his  large  circle  of  friends  with  true 
hospitality.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous farmers  in  the  towmship,  and  is  a man  who 
is  shrewd  in  his  business  enterprises,  systematic 
and  careful  in  the  management  of  his  affairs,  and 
holds  a high  place  in  the  community. 

While  not  an  office  seeker,  Mr.  Adams  is  an 
active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and  his 
friends  and  enemies  alike  have  felt  the  effects  of 
his  influence.  He  is  a member  and  trustee  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  as  is  also  Mrs.  Adams,  and 
she  is  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Foreign  Mis 
sionary  Society.  Their  children  are  as  follows: 
Charles  R.,  born  September  7,  1881;  Yibert  1 
born  December  10.  1884,  died  Mu\  23,  1 s 8 ; 
Thomas  Cleon,  born  December  1,  1887;  and 

Terese  M.,  born  July  30,  1894. 
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The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finch, 
parents  of  Mrs.  Adams,  were  as  follows;  Ida  M., 
wife  of  our  subject;  Fred  K.,  living'  in  Montgom- 
ery township;  Flora,  now  Mrs.  Alonzo  Webb,  of 
Pemberville;  Sherman,  living  in  Williams  county; 
Frank  E. , residing  in  California;  Yashti  M.,  now 
Mrs.  William  Foss,  of  West  Unity,  Ohio,  and  O. 
D.,  a resident  of  this  township. 

Raymond  Scott  Junkins  was  born  July  28. 
1861,  the  second  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Long)  Junkins,  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tion at  the  district  school  of  Pottertown,  Wood 
county. 

On  March  28,  1892,  Mr.  Junkins  located  on 
the  farm  he  now  occupies,  which  consists  of  1 [4 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  improved.  Since 
lie  was  twenty  years  of  age  our  subject  has  been 
engaged  in  stock  and  poultry  raising  to  a consid- 
erable extent,  and  on  his  farm  are  to  be  found 
many  fine  specimens  of  stock  and  a large  variety 
of  poultry.  His  orchards  are  also  quite  exten- 
sive. 

Our  subject  was  married,  December  25,  1S88. 
to  Miss  Mina  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Weston, 
Wood  county,  February  25,  1865,  and  was  one 
of  the  eight  children  of  Asa  and  Mary  Ellsworth) 
Smith.  Three  children  have  come  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Junkins:  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  'March  19, 

1890;  Clay  Samuel,  born  December  25,  1893', 
died  Julv  6.  1895,  aSe'^  eighteen  months;  and 
Hazel  Alma,  born  September  9,  1S90. 

In  politics  Mr.  Junkins  is  a Republican.  He 
is  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Weston. 
He  is  a self-made  man,  all  he  possesses  being  the 
result  of  his  own  industry  and  perseverance. 

Edmund  L.  Stove,  a successful  agriculturist 
of  Bloom  township,  is  a member  of  a family 
which  sent  six  sons  to  the  defense  of  the  Union 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  the  eldest  daughter  was 
the  wife  of  another  soldier.  Such  a record  of 
courage  and  patriotism  needs  no  words  of  com- 
ment. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin.  >ur  subject’s 
grandfather,  John  Stove,  having  been  a resident 
of  Leicestershire,  England,  where  John  Stove  2 , 
the  father,  was  born  March  3,  1803,  the  youngest 
of  three  sons.  He  was  the  only  one  of  the  famih 
to  come  to  Unerica.  He  was  a merchant  and 
tailor  bv  occupation.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
Laywood,  also  a native  of  Leicestershire,  and  in 
1838  brought  hi-'  family  t 1 America,  passing  live 
weeks  on  the  water,  anil  spending  $500  in  gold 
before  he  was  settled  in  Richland  countv,  near 


Mansfield,  on  what  is  called  Robinson’s  Big  Hill, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  June. 3, 
1838.  Seven  older  children  were  born  in  Eng- 
land: (1)  Elizabeth  married  Solomon  Whistler, 

who  enlisted  in  Company  H,  49th  O.  Ah  L.  and 
was  killed  at  Chickamauga.  (2)  AAhiliam,  now  a 
resident  of  A'an  Wert  county,  was  a member  of 
Company  E,  46th  O.  Ah  I.,  and  was  wounded  at 
! A’icksburg.  (3)  Joseph,  now  residing  in  Erie 
! county,  Penn.,  was  a soldier  in  the  Alexican  war, 
ranking  as  first  sergeant,  and  later  served  three 
years  on  the  U.  S.  warship  “ Merrimac,”  which 
was  captured  by  the  Confederates  during  the  war, 

: and  became  the  iron-clad  “Ahrginia”;  he  spent 
one  year  on  the  lakes  in  the  'steamer  “Old 
Michigan,''  and  three  years  as  an  officer  on  the 
U.  S.  frigate  “Raritan.’’  After  the  war  broke 
out  he  served  on  the  “ Unadilla,”  as- an  officer, 
eighteen  months,  taking  part  in  the  battles  at 
Port  Royal  and  Beaufort,  X.  C. ; he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  home  militia  until  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  4 John,  a printer  by  trade,  died  in  Cin- 
cinnati in  1 8 7 r . Previous  to  the  war  he  was 
captain  of  a militia  company  in  Missouri,  and 
Gov.  Price  undertook  to  compel  him  to  join  the 
Confederate  army,  but  when  the  detail  of  officers 
came  for  him  they  found  him  seriously  ill  (from 
a timely  dose  of  ipecac ;,  and  they  returned  with- 
out him.  He  managed  to  join  the  Federal  forces 
under  Gen.  Lyons,  took  part  in  the  engagement 
at  AATilson  s Creek,  and  later  took  the  place  of 
his  brother  George  in  the  149th  O.  A".  L.  the 
latter  remaining  at  home  to  care  for  the  aged 
parents.  During  the  last  year  of  the  war  John 
Stove  was  a member  of  the  surgeon's  staff  of  the 
189th  O.  A’.  I.  (5)  George,  referred  to  above, 
was  a member  of  the  “ Home  Guards.”  He  was 
the  first  one  to  die,  being  killed  by  a kick  from  n 
horse  in  (86 3.  (6>  Thomas  was  a member  of 

Company  E,  46th  O.  A'.  I.,  and  served  until  dis- 
charged for  disability.  He  died  in  Cadillac. 
Mich.,  in  December,  1892.  '7  Mary  never 

married,  and  is  now  living  in  Fostoria.  Three 
children  besides  Edmund  L.,  our  subject,  wtre 
born  in  this  country:  Hannah,  Priscilla  and 

Sarah,  all  residents  of  Fostoria. 

A few  years  after  their  arrival  the  family 
moved  to  a farm  near  Ashland,  and  in  1S52  they 
came  to  Bloom  township,  traveling  bv  wagon, 
and  settled  upon  a tract  of  160  acres  of  land  cov- 
ered with  heavy  timber.  Their  first  house  was  a 
log  cabin,  which  was  afterward  enlarged,  and 
soon  supplanted  bv  a mere  modern  residence. 
Here  the  parents  died  in  1S70.  the  m>  tlnr  i 
February,  and  the  father  two  weeks  later,  an  1 
their  remains  were  buried  near  Fostoria.  Thc\ 
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had  been  members  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
their  youth,  but.  after  coming  to  this  country  they 
united  with  the  M.  E.  Church.  They  were 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  American  institu- 
tions, and  instilled  their  patriotic  principles  into 
their  children.  The  father  was  a Democrat  be- 
fore the  war,  but  later  became  a Republican. 

Edmund  L.  Stove  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Ashland  and  Wood  counties, 
and  afterward  at  Fostoria.  On  August  28,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Hays,  and  was  sent  to  Kentucky.  His 
first  battle  was  at  Christmas  Creek.  In  July, 
1 <863,  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  and 
spent  four  months  in  hospital,  but  returned  to 
duty  as  soon  as  he  recovered.  Earl}-  in  1864  he 
came  home  on  a furlough,  and  returned  with  the 
regiment  from  Tiffin,  many  of  his  comrades  re- 
enlisting as  veterans.  They  joined  Sherman's 
command  in  time  for  the  battles  of  Rocky  Face, 
or  Buzzard’s  Roost,  and  then  followed  Resaca, 
Dallas,  Kingston,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Marietta, 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  Jones- 
boro, and  Lovejoy  Station.  The  force  was 
divided  then,  and  Mr.  Stove's  division  returned 
to  Nashville,  later  going  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and 
Greenville,  Tenn.,  and  being  discharged  at  Nash- 
ville June  13,  1865.  Mr.  Stove  never  absented 
himself  from  duty  except  from  sickness,  and  for 
the  one  furlough. 

On  his  return  home  he  began  farming,  and 
on  September  20,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  M.  Fast,  a native  of  Bloom  township,  born 
November  12,  1842,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Hess)  Fast,  prominent  residents  of  Bloom 
township.  They  went  to  housekeeping  on  the 
home  farm  of  240  acres,  of  which  Mr.  Stove 
took  charge,  together  with  forty  acres  of  his 
own,  adjoining.  In  1872  he  bought  120  acres  of 
unimproved  land  near  Bairdstown.  where  he 
built  a log  cabin  for  their  first  dwelling.  Three 
years  later  lie  put  up  a large  brick  house,  then 
one  of  the  best  in  the  township,  and  each  vear 
has  seen  the  farm  improved.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year’s  residence  in  Fostoria.  where 
he  built  a nice  house,  he  has  lived  on  his  farm 
ever  since.  He  also  owns  122.’,  acres  in  Cass 
township,  Hancock  county,  and  is  one ’of  the 
substantial  farmers  of  that  region.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  in 
which  he  has  held  office.  Mrs.  Stove  is  a ladv 
of  fine  intelligence  and  culture,  and  was  a teacher 
before  her  marriage.  He  is  one  of  the  best  in- 
formed men  in  his  locality,  an  excellent  mathe- 
matician and  a great  reader  of  the  best  literature, 
rhey  have  traveled  extensivelv  over  the  United 


j States.  Their  two  children  have  been  given 
; good  educational  advantages:  John  H.  gradu- 

| ated  from  Hiram  College,  and  is  now  a minister 
j of  the  Church  of  Christ,  at  Winger,  Ontario; 
j Frank  A.  also  studied  at  Hiram,  and  graduated 
. from  the  Ohio  Normal  University  at  Ada.  In 
politics  Mr.  Stove  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  de- 
clined all  offers  of  official  position.  Pie  is  a rnem- 
! her  of  Erie  Post  No.  110,  G.  A.  R. , of  BJoom- 
I dale. 

Mrs.  Stove's  paternal  grandfather,  Christian 
Fast,  was  of  German  parentage.  He  became  a 
soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  in  which 
he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  being  held 
for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  was  adopted 
as  a brother  of  the  Indian  chief.  He  heard  the 
groans  of  Capt.  Crawford  as  he  was  being  burned 
1 at  the  stake  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio.  He  was 
i a noted  man,  and  a history  of  his  adventures  and 
j prison  life  is  given  in  book  form. 

Isaac  N.  \ ax  Tassell,  a well-known  educa- 
tor, and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Bowling 
Green,  was  born  in  Wood  county,  September  21. 
1831,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Martha  L. 
(Martindale)  Van  Tassell.  He  was  reared  in 
Milton  township,  and  began  teaching  school  when 
he  was  eighteen  years  old,  subsequently  entering 
Oberlin  College,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
He  then  resumed  teaching,  and  has  now  been 
engaged  in  educational  work  for  nearly  twenty- 
five  years. 

The  first  school  which  our  subject  taught  was 
in  Milton  township,  in  1869-70.  In  1880  he 
took  charge  of  the  school  at  Haskins,  which  lie 
conducted  for  eight  years,  also  serving  as  clerk 
of  the  school  board  and  member  of  the  board  of 
county  school  examiners  for  three  terms.  He 
resigned  his  position  to  take  the  principalship  of 
a ward  school  in  Toledo,  going  there  in  1888, 
and  remaining  until  1890,  in  tiie  latter  \ ear  tak- 
ing up  his  residence  in  Bowling  Green.  For 
some  years  thereafter  Mr.  Van  Tassell  was  <11- 
gaged  in  newspaper  work,  having  an  interest  in 
the  Tribune  of  that  citv;  but  in  1894  sold  out,  and 
again  resumed  the  profession  of  a teacher,  being 
connected  with  the  schools  at  Portage  and  T011- 
togany.  He  has  always  been  popular  w ith  his 
pupils,  ami  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  teach- 
ers in  the  county,  being  an  earnest  student,  and 
possessing  the  happ\  facultv  of  imparting  his 
knowledge  in  a clear  and  forcible  manner  to  tho>c 
under  his  tutorship.  In  politics  he  is  affiliated 
with  t'.ie  Repaid  can  parly,  and  in  r digioim  faith 
he  is  a believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian 
. Church.  Social lv,  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O. O.  F. , 
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is  a good  citizen,  and  has  many  warm  personal 
friends.  He  has  never  married. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  June  28, 
1810,  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y. , where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  acquired  a common- 
school  education,  after  which  he  taught  for  one 
year  in  his  native  State.  When  about  twenty- 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Wood  county  at  the  re- 
quest of  his  uncle,  who  was  a Presbyterian  min- 
ister, and  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  Indian 
Mission,  at  the  old  mission  station  on  the  Mau- 
mee river.  The  young  man  was  appointed 
teacher  of  the  mission  school,  having  under  his 
care  the  little  Indian  and  white  boys  and  girls, 
which  position  he  held  for  a year  and  a half.  He 
then  entered  Western  Reserve  College  with  the 
intention  of  studying  for  the  ministry,  and  during 
vacations  taught  school  in  the  towns  of  Wads- 
worth and  Windham.  On  completing  his  course 
at  the  college,  he  returned  to  the  Maumee  Val- 
ley, where  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  several 
years,  finally  purchasing  government  land  in  Mil- 
ton  township,  Wood  county,  where  he  reared  his 
family  and  made  his  home  from  1845  to  1876,  in 
which  latter  year  he  returned  to  Bowling  Green, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  June,  1S77.  While 
living  in  Milton  township  he  served  for  fifteen 
consecutive  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
helped  to  organize  a Presbyterian  Church  at  vari- 
ous places  in  the  vicinity.  He  held  the  office  of 
elder  in  that  religious  body  for  many  years,  and 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  its  doctrines.  His  fa- 
ther’s family  was  rather  a remarkable  one  in  some 
respects,  there  being  fifteen  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  and  all  married  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  daughter.  When  visiting  his  old  home 
in  Greene  county,  N.  Y. , in  1866,  Mr.  Van  Tas- 
sell  and  his  nine  brothers  attended  Church  to- 
gether, and  occupied  one  seat.  He  was  six  feet 
two  and  a half  inches  in  height,  strong  and  act- 
ive, and  could  tell  many  interesting  tales  of  the 
early  days  in  Ohio,  when  he  was  clearing  off  his 
farm,  Ins  nearest  neighbors  being  wolves  and 
other  wild  beasts  of  the  forest,  who  occasionally 
paid  him  a visit.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  who  shared  with  her  husband  the  priva- 
tions and  toils,  is  still  living.  She  was  born  near 
Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  October  2.  1821. 

The  family,  of  which  our  subject  is  a member, 
consisted  of  eight  children,  a brief  record  of  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Flavia  L.  married  Julius 

Greely,  who  was  a member  of  Company  D.  1 1 ith 
O.  V.  1.,  and  was  killed  at  Franklin,  Term.: 
after  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of  John  P. 
Barton,  of  Leipsic,  Putnam  Co.,  Ohio  Emer- 
son H.  is  a farmer  in  Monroe,  Mich.  Clara  and 


j Harry  C.  died  in  infancy.  Helen  M.  is  the  wife 
j of  Robert  Dunn,  of  Bowling  Green.  Charles  5. 
j resides  in  Bowling  Green.  Alice  E.  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  family  of  our  subject’s  mother  were 
prominent  in  Massachusetts  and  Vermont,  her 
! father,  Elisha  Martindale,  being  a well-known 
citizen  of  Lenox,  Mass.,  while  on  her  mother's 
side  they  resided  at  Middlebury,  Vt.  Her  cousin, 

. Gen.  James  Henry-  Martindale,  was  a major-gen- 
; eral  in  the  Civil  war  under  Gen.  George  B.  Mc- 
Clellan.  Her  uncle,  Dr.  Conant,  was  the  first 
: resident  physician  in  the  Maumee  Valley,  settling 
there  in  1816. 

A.  E.  Stahl,  one  of  the  best  citizens  and 
most  substantial  business  men  of  Risingsun,  was 
born  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio, 
September  30,  1852,  and  belongs  to  an  honored 
I pioneer  family  of  that  county.  Michael  Stahl, 
his  grandfather,  located  there  at  a very  early 
j day,  when  Indians  still  roamed  through  the  for- 
est, and  endured  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
of  frontier  life.  He  married  Sallie  Hampshire, 
and  both  spent  their  remaining  days  in  Jackson 
i township,  Seneca  county. 

Jonas  Stahl,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  September  14,  1828,  and  was  the  eldest  son 
and  third  child  in  a family  of  twelve  children. 
He  was  reared  in  the  midst  of  pioneer  scenes,  and 
as  his  services  were  needed  in  clearing  and  devel- 
| oping  the  home  farm,  his  educational  privileges 
! were  quite  limited.  He  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  his  marriage,  November  1,  1849, 

! with  Miss  Harriet  Fiandt,  the  wedding  cere- 
mony being  performed  at  Fort  Seneca,  by  Rev. 
John  Bilchartz,  a Lutheran  minister.  She  was 
born  in  Berks  county-,  Penn.,  September  15, 
1831.  the  daughter  of  Martin  and  Mary  Kings- 
! ley-)  Fiandt,  both  of  whom  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried. Mrs.  Fiandt's  first  husband  was  Gabriel 
Price.  In  1834,  Mr.  Fiandt  took  his  family  to 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  r 843  removing  to  Big 
| Spring  township,  Seneca  county,  and  later  to 
Jackson  township,  same  county.  However,  he 
: died  in  Wood  county  at  the  age  of  ninetv-four, 
i and  his  wife  spent  her  last  days  in  La  Grange 
; county,  Ind.,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-six.  In 
their  family-  were  five  children,  of  whom  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  the  second  daughter 
and  third  child.  By  his  former  marriage,  Mr. 
Fiandt  had  eight  children. 

Jonas  Stahl  began  his  domestic  life  upon  a 
farm  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  countv,  where 
his  death  occurred  November  12,  1870.  and  his 
remains  were  there  interred  in  the  Lutheran  cem- 
etery. He  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics 
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and  was  one  of  the  active  workers  and  faithful 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he 
held  office.  He  left  two  children — Melissa,  who 
was  born  November  12,  1850,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  Soules,  of  Seneca  county;  and  A.  E., 
the  subject  of  this  review.  The  mother,  who  is 
still  living,  was  married  December  31,  1S74.  to 
Noah  Swope,  of  Risingsun.  She  also  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Evangelical  Church. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  such  as  the 
district  schools  near  his  boyhood  home  afforded, 
and  he  early  became  familiar  with  the  work  on  a 
farm.  He  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
his  father  died,  and  at  once  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  home  place.  On  reaching  his 
majority  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mar- 
garet Long,  of  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county, 
the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Long,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  sons — Elroy,  of  Risingsun,  and 
Benjamin,  who  died  in  infancy.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Stahl  located  on  the  old  home  farm, 
where  he  lived  for  six  years,  and  then  came  to 
Perry  township,  Wood  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased 120  acres,  in  Section  2,  which  place  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home  until  his  removal  to  Ris- 
ingsun, in  i S9  r . During  his  residence  in  Perry 
toumship,  he  erected  all  the  buildings  on  his  ex- 
cellent farm,  with  the  exception  of  his  dwelling, 
and  improved  the  farm  in  many  ways.  For  two 
years  after  coming  to  Risingsun,  he  continued  to 
follow  agricultural  pursuits;  but  has  since  engaged 
in  the  oil  business,  being  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive individual  operators  of  Risingsun,  and  own- 
ing 200  acres  of  valuable  oil  land.  He  also  owns 
two  houses  in  Risingsun,  his  own  residence  being 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  village.  He  is  an  excel- 
lent business  man,  industrious  and  energetic,  and 
has  secured  a comfortable  competence.  He  is  a 
shrewd  and  careful  dealer,  well  deserving  the 
success  that  has  crowned  his  efforts,  for  he  has 
secured  his  property  principally  through  his  own 
efforts  and  excellent  management.  He  regularly 
supports  the  Democratic  party,  but  is  no  poli- 
tician or  office  seeker,  his  own  interests  requiring 
his  entire  time  and  attention. 

Israel  Simon,  a worthy  representative  of  one 
of  the  leading  and  prominent  families  of  Wood 
county,  carries  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  Bloom 
township.  His  great-grandfather,  John  Adam 
Simon,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  and  became  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  the  New  World,  where 
lie  arrived  about  1735,  when  still  a young  man. 
He  determined  to  make  a home  in  this  country, 
and  to  stand  in  defense  of  his  God-given  rights — 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuits  of  happiness.  Later 


he  married  and  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
I Colon}'  of  Maryland.  During  the  Narragar.sett- 
; Indian  war  his  house  with  all  its  contents  was 
j consumed  by  the  flames,  but,  with  one  exception, 
the  family  escaped  by  flight,  though  with  scant 
attire.  Andrew,  a boy  of  seven  years,  being 
some  distance  from  the  house,  in  a sugar  camp, 
was  captured,  and  at  the  hands  of  the  savages 
suffered  many  cruelties,  and  it  was  seven  years 
before  he  was  able  to  return  to  the  family.  The 
! father  passed  his  last  days  in  Washington  county, 

! Penn.,  where  he  died  at  nearly  the  age  of  one 
hundred  years,  and  he  was  buried  in  an  old  Ger- 
man cemetery  near  his  home.  He  was  a brave, 

I fearless  .man,  of  invincible  integrity,  charitable 
and  friendly  to  all.  In  the  family  were  ten  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  five  daughters,  the  sons  being 
named  respectively:  Michael,  Nicholas,  Andrew, 
Adam  and  Jacob. 

The  eldest  of  these,  Michael  Simon,  was  born 
in  Maryland  in  1741,  and  was  the  founder  of  the 

■ family  in  the  Buckeye  State,  buying  640  acres  of 
land  in  Mahoning  county,  in  rhe  year  1800,  from 
Henry  Boardman,  who  then  owned  the  entire 
township  of  Boardman,  at  that  time  in  Trumbull 
county.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Simon  removed  to 
his  purchase;  one  of  his  four  sons,  Adam,  had 
previously  located  there.  He  departed  this  life 
in  1839,  when  nearly  ninety-nine  years  of  age, 

i leaving  464  descendants,  sixteen  being  of  the 
fourth  generation.  He  was  married  three  times. 
By  his  first  wife  he  became  the  father  of  twelve 
children — Michael,  Peter,  Andrew,  Adam,  George, 

1 Jacob,  Mrs.  Barbara  Gedaker,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Kistner,  Mrs.  Margaret  Kistner,  Mrs.  Ann  Mary 
Macherman,  Mrs.  Esther  Hewitt  and  Mrs.  Mary 
C.  Phister.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  one  child, 

! who  died  at  the  age  of  one  vear.  His  third  union 
' was  with  Gertrude  Smith,  and  to  them  were  born 
l two  sons — Abraham  and  Henry. 

The  last  named  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  Washington  county.  Penn  , 
June  7,  1796,  and  in  Allegany  county,  Md.,  on 
September  11,  182 1 , wedded  Catherine  Stemple, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Preston  county,  Va., 
July  10,  1798.  In  their  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  Israel,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 

born  October  5,  1822;  Jonas,  born  January  16, 
1824,  died  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  April  5, 
1854;  Mary,  born  November  20,  1825,  first  be- 
came the  wife  of  Isaac  Bunnell,  but  is  now  Mrs. 
Joseph  Beck,  of  Bairdstown,  Ohio;  Elias  is  next 
in  order  of  birth;  Abigail,  born  July  17,  1 8 30. 

1 married  Henry  Carrell,  of  Wood  countv;  Joshua, 

■ born  February  17,  1 S 3 3 , d iecl  in  McComb,  Ohio, 

I May  16,  1890;  Carolus,  born  July  18,  1835, 
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died  January  20,  1863,  from  a wound  received 
while  a member  of  Company  H,  49th  O.  Y.  I., 
during  the  Civil  war.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  April  2,  1836,  after  a long  illness,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Boardman  township,  Mahoning 
county.  She  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church.  She  had  come  to  Ohio  with 
her  husband  on  horseback,  bringing  with  her  a 
set  of  dishes  which  had  been  given  her.  The 
father  was  again  married  in  Mahoning  count}-, 
March  11,  1842,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Elizabeth  Miner,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  namely:  Catherine,  who  died 

in  Wood  county  of  membranous  croup  while 
young;  George,  who  was  killed  during  the  Civil 
war;  David,  who  died  in  Eaton  county  Mich.  ; 
Gideon  and  Armenta,  who  died  while  young; 
Henry,  who  makes  his  home  in  Eaton  count}-, 
Mich.;  and  Maria,  now  Mrs.  Gidner,  of  the 
same  county.  The  first  land  owned  by  Henry 
Simon  was  a tract  of  100  acres  in  Mahoning 
county,  for  which  he  paid  $400,  and  to  its  culti- 
vation he  devoted  his  time  until  November,  1S44, 
when  he  came  to  Bloom  township,  Wood  county, 
here  making  his  home  until  1870,  when  here- 
moved  to  Eaton  county,  Mich.  There  he  died 
May  15,  1872,  and  at  the  same  place  his  widow 
passed  away  in  1894.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for 
the  Whig  party,  and  he  later  became  a stanch 
Republican. 

Being  the  eldest  son,  Israel  Simon  was  early 
called  upon  to  assist  in  the  labors  of  the  home 
farm,  so  that  his  early  education  was  limited; 
but  after  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  lie  at- 
tended both  English  and  German  schools.  For 
two  years  previous  to  attaining  his  majority  he 
had  worked  for  others;  but  his  father  received 
his  wages,  and,  at  the  age  ol  twenty-one,  he 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  under  John  Baird, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  two  years,  then  com- 
ing to  Wood  county,  where  his  parents  had 
moved  in  the  meantime.  In  the  fall  of  1846  his 
father  built  him  a shop  on  the  home  farm. 

In  Bloom  township,  on  July  4,  1S50,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Simon  and  Miss 
Susan  Nusbaum,  who  was  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  June  9,  1826,  a daughter  of  John 
Nusbaum,  who  came  to  Bloom  township  at  an 
early  day,  after  first  locating  in  Seneca  county. 
Ten  children  graced  this  union:  Theodore,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  Catherine, 
now  Mrs.  John  B.  Wilson,  of  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio;  Laura,  now  Mrs.  John  Rot/,  of  MrCotnb, 
Hancock  Co.,  Ohio;  Lewis,  who,  in  the  ! Ml  of 
1890,  married  Lizzie  Lantz,  of  Preston  county, 
W.  Va. , who  died  September  20,  1892;  Lydia,  at 


home;  Martha,  who  is  the  widow  of  J.  D.  Munn, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  school  teaching;  Mary, 
wife  of  Virgil  James,  of  McComb;  Winfield  S., 
who  died  May  7,  1866;  Della,  now  Mrs.  J.  H 
Reese,  of  Crestline,  Ohio;  and  Ida.  who  follows 
school  teaching. 

On  coming  to  Wood  county,  Mr.  Simon's 
property  consisted  only  of  $30,  an  axe  and  a 
scythe,  and,  in  connection  wfith  work  at  his  trade, 
he  also  engaged  in  clearing  land  and  chopping 
wood.  In  this  way  he  and  his  brother  Jonas  se- 
cured the  capital  with  which  to  purchase  160 
acres  in  Section  32,  Bloom  township,  to  which 
they  later  added  eighty  acres,  and  on  this  tract 
our  subject  first  began  housekeeping  in  a rude 
log  cabin  18x26  feet,  standing  a short  distance 
north  of  where  his  present  home  is  located. 
The  land  was  all  heavily  timbered,  not  a tree 
having  been  cut  with  the  exception  of  coon  and 
bee  trees.  After  working  hard  all  day  in  the 
open  air,  Mr.  Simon  would  make  shoes  in  the 
evenings,  in  order  to  get  a start  in  life,  and  the 
first  rocking  chair  which  the  family  owned,  was 
earned  by  Mrs.  Simon  raking  wheat  at  twenty- 
five  cents  per  day.  In  1890  they  removed  to 
McComb,  but  after  two  years  returned  to  the 
farm,  where  they  still  continue  to  reside.  It 
comprises  ninety-seven  acres  of  good  land,  and 
the  improvements  found  thereon  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  the  thrift  and  industry  of  the  owner. 

Owing  to  his  arduous  toil  in  former  days,  Mr. 
Simon  has  not  enjoyed  very  good  health  for 
some  years,  although  he  was  once  a robust, 
active  man.  Politically,  he  usually  supports  the 
Republican  party,  though  he  is  not  bound  by 
party  ties  in  township  and  county  matters,  pre- 
ferring to  vote  for  the  man  who  he  thinks  will 
best  fill  the  position.  He  was  trustee  of  his 
township  for  seven  years,  assessor  one  term,  and 
has  held  various  school  offices,  discharging  his 
duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity.  Religiously 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the 
Disciples  Church. 

J.  D.  Halsey,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Plain  township,  and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
was  born  May  21,  1838,  near  Monmouth  Court 
House,  X.  f.  His  grandfather,  John  Halsey,  a 
native  of  England,  and  a sailor  bv  occupation, 
was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionarv  war. 
While  attempting  to  bring  supplies  to  the  Colon- 
ial forces,  his  vessel  was  fired  upon  bv  the  British 
and  sunk  ( ff  the  ■ 1 Highlands  of  Ncversink-.  He 
swam  for  the  shore,  and  the  An  1 iast- 

guard  seeing  his  courage,  were  inspired  to  light 
the  blocTaders  with  such  vigor  that  thev  captured 
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the  entire  force  of  marines.  He  lived  to  be 
ninety-eight  years  old,  having  spent  sixty-two 
years  of  his  life  upon  the  sea.  Mr.  Halsey  saw 
him  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight,  and  heard  from  his 
own  lips  interesting  reminiscences  of  his  early  life. 
Isaiah  Halsey,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
near  Monmouth  Court  House,  N.  J.,  in  1808, 
and  during  early  manhood  was  a sailor.  He 
married  Abigail  Brand,  a native  of  the  same  lo- 
cality, who  died  in  1841,  leaving  five  children: 
(1)  Jane  (deceased),  formerly  the  wife  of  D.  j. 
Carbaiigh,  of  Strasburg,  Mo.  ; (2)  Mercy,  who  mar- 
ried John  Wickard,  of  Partello,  Mich.:  3)  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  A.  L.  French,  died  in  1872;  (4) 
Jonas  died  at  the  age  of  ten;  and  John  D.,  our 
subject,  who  was  an  infant  at  the  time  of  his 
mother’s  death.  The  father  married  again,  his  sec- 
ond wife  being  Miss  Rebecca  Wells.  Becoming  dis- 
satisfied with  a sailor’slife,  he  determined  tobecome 
a farmer,  and  in  1840  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating 
first  in  Hancock  county  and  later  in  Fulton  county. 
He  was  a man  of  great  physical  strength.  In 
politics  he  was  an  Old-line  Whig;  and,  although 
the  family  were  originally  Quakers,  he  adhered  to 
the  Baptist  Church. 

John  D.  Halsey  was  educated  mainly  in  the 
schools  of  Wood  and  Lucas  counties,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  learned  the  trade  of  me- 
chanical engineer,  and  for  three  years  sailed  on 
the  great  lakes  as  an  engineer.  In  1 So  1 he  en- 
listed in  Company  I,  14th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served 
in  the  army  of  West  Virginia  and  the  army  of  the 
Potomac;  taking  part  in  many  engagements, 
among  them  the  battles  of  Philippi,  Laurel  Hill, 
Garrick’s  Ford,  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
Bethesda  Church,  Gaines’  Mills,  North  Anna, 
Cold  Harbor,  and  the  siege  of  Petersburg.  Not- 
withstanding this  hard  fighting,  Mr.  Halsey  was 
not  wounded  once.  He  served  for  some  time  as 
lieutenant  of  the  10th  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  and 
afterward  was  acting  captain,  with  three  com- 
panies under  his  charge  during  part  of  the  time. 
On  his  return  from  the  army  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  He  was  married  in  r86i  to  Miss 
Anna  Nobbs,  a native  of  Fulton  county,  born 
May  13,  1840,  and  settled  for  a time  upon  a farm 
in  that  county.  One  child  was  born  of  this  union: 
Jessie,  now  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Ickes,  both  of 
whom  reside  at  the  homestead. 

In  1866  Mr.  Halsey  moved  to  Arcadia,  Han- 
cock county,  and  in  1875  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  hi  1892  located  in  Jerrv  Cit\  upon 
his  present  fine  farm  of  ninety-six  acres,  near 
Bowling  Green.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial,  citizens  of  that  vicinity,  and  his  sound 
judgment  and  upright  character  command  the  re- 


; spect  of  ail  who  know  him  well.  In  politics  he 
j is  a Republican,  and  a strong  “sound-money’ 
man,  and  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

George  H.  Harman,  a farmer  and  oil  dealer, 
was  born  in  Section  30,  Montgomery  township, 

! March  11,  18  to,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  William 
i and  Mary  (Kiser)  Harman. 

Mr.  Harman  was  reared  as  a farmer’s  boy, 
attended  school,  and  lived  on  the  home  farm 
until  his  marriage,  in  1 870,  to  Miss  Marv  E. 
Cupp,  a daughter  of  [ackson  Cupp,  who  was  at 
that  time  a farmer  of  Bloom  township.  At  the 
j age  of  sixteen,  our  subject  had  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade  with  Eli  Swope,  and  after  his  mar- 
! riage  he  located  near  Prairie  Depot,  rented  a 
| farm,  and  worked  at  his  trade,  later  doing  con- 
tract work,  at  which  he  continued  for  about 
| twelve  years.  The  first  house  and  lot  that  Mr. 

. Harman  could  call  his  own  was  in  Tysontown, 
Wood  county.  The  first  land  which  he  purchased 
was  twenty-seven  acres  in  Section  31,  Mont- 
I gomery  township,  where,  for  a short  time,  he 
carried  on  farming.  He  then  traded  this  land 
for  the  eighty  acres  which  he  now  owns  in  Sec- 
tion 30,  and  which  is  the  old  home  farm  of  the 
family,  he  being  one  of  the  third  generation  to 
own  it.  He  now  has  in  all  123  acres  in  Mont- 
gomery and  Portage  townships,  where  ire  is 
■ carrying  on  general  farming,  and  has  become  one 
; of  the  most  prosperous  and  successful  citizens  of 
the  township.  He  was  at  one  time  interested  in 
a sawmill  in  Montgomery  township  with  Bowers 
& Co.  At  present,  besides  his  farm  operations. 

, he  owns  an  extensive  interest  in  the  oil  fields,  and 
| receives  a handsome  income  from  eighteen  oil 
wells,  of  which  he  has  the  control.  He  is 
1 shrewd  dealer,  a good  business  man,  and  stands 
1 well  with  all  who  know  him. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harman  the  following  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  Hattie,  now  Mrs.  Henry 
Whitman,  living  in  Portage  township,  and  has  two 
sons.  Fred  is  a pumper,  and  lives  in  Monfgornen 
township;  he  married  Cora  Albert,  and  lias  ono 
child.  1).  Frank  is  also  a pumper  in  the  same 
j township;  he  married  Miss  Hattie  Wise,  and  has 
one  child.  Nelson  and  Tillie  are  at  home. 

Lieut.  W.  Roueri  Jones.  Among  the  best 
known  of  the  younger  citizens  of  North  Balti- 
more, is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  review.  He  was  born  August  28,  1S74,  near 
Martinslmrg,  W.  Va.,  and  the  san;  ■ year,  h; 
father,  John  H.  Jones,  and  famib  moved  U> 
Ohio.  From  his  childhood  Mr.  Jones  lias  taken 
an  enthusiastic  interest  in  military  affairs.  He  is 
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a graduate  of  the  Military  School  at  Columbus,'  | 
Ohio,  and  from  the  age  of  seventeen  has  been  a 
member  of  the  National  Guard,  being  the  insti- 
gator and  organizer  of  Company  K,  of  the  2nd 
O.  N.  G. , raised  at  North  Baltimore,  which  is 
made  up  of  the  leading  young  men  of  that  city, 
and  of  which  he  was  commissioned  first  lieuten- 
ant. Although  still  a young  man,  his  activity  in 
military  affairs  has  made  him  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  the  State  of  Ohio.  Lieut. 
Jones  has  served  in  arduous  duty  with  his  com- 
pany on  various  occasions  when  it  was  called 
out  by  the  governor  of  the  State  to  preserve  the 
peace  in  cases  of  strikes.  He  is  one  of  the  most  j 
capable  and  popular  officers  of  the  regiment. 
The  lieutenant  has  been  a student  all  his  life, 
first  in  the  schools  of  Seneca  and  Wood  counties, 
and  later  at  the  Fostoria  Academy,  where  he 
paid  some  attention  to  the  study  of  chemistry, 
in  which,  together  with  philosophy,  he  took  a 
special  course  at  Heidelberg  University,  Tiffin,  ; 
Ohio.  This  was  followed  by  a three-years'  course  : 
in  pharmacy  at  the  Ohio  State  University  at  Co-  : 
lumbus.  Mr.  Jones  now  contemplates  a five-years'  \ 
course  to  thoroughly  qualify  himself  as  a physi-  j 
cian  and  surgeon.  He  is  a young  man  of  talent,  ' 
and  superior  natural  ability,  which,  combined 
with  excellent  mental  training,  class  him  as  the  ; 
peer  of  any  of  his  associates.  Of  undoubted  in- 
tegrity, and  the  best  of  personal  habits,  his  ■ 
friends  have  cause  to  predict  for  him  a bright  and 
successful  future.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and,  like  his  father,  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Among  his  associates  and  : 
acquaintances  he  is  genial  and  popular,  is  en-  j 
thusiastic  and  loyal  to  every  enterprise  that  will 
benefit  his  city,  State  or  country ; of  high  character  j 
and  honorable  purpose,  he  is  a worthy  represent- 
ative of  worthy  ancestors,  mentioned  elsewhere  j 
in  this  volume. 

Robert  H.  Wollam,  an  intelligent  and  well-  i 
to-do  agriculturist  of  Montgomery  township,  is  a 1 
member  of  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  pio- 
neer families  of  that  locality. 

In  still  earlier  times  his  ancestors  came  from  ! 
near  Winchester,  Va. , and  were  settlers  on  the  | 
then  frontier  line  of  eastern  Ohio,  his  grandfather, 
Henry  Wollam,  who  was  born  September  15,  j 
1777,  having  been  among  the  first  to  tnake  his  J 
home  in  Columbiana  county.  On  December  17, 
1800,  he  married  Mary  Bough,  who  was  born 
October  11,  1783,  and  they  reared  a family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  subject's  father, 
the  late  Joseph  Wollam,  born  February  8,  1824, 
was  the  next  to  the  youngest.  He  was  excep-  1 


tionally  gifted  mentally,  but  the  common  schools 
of  his  day  were  poor,  and  he  had  no  good  oppor- 
tunity to  develop  his  powers  in  early  life.  He 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  for  some  time 
worked  at  boat  building  in  Wellsville,  Ohio.  On 
June  27,  1844,  he  was  married,  in  Columbiana 
county,  by  Rev.  O.  S.  Patterson,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Sloan,  a native  of  that  county,  born  February 
7,  1827.  Her  father,' Robert  Sloan,  came  from 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  at  the  age  of  eleven, 
with  his  parents,  Allen  Sloan  and  his  wife,  who 
located  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  He  married  Elizabeth  Stapleton, 
and  eight  children  were  born  to  this  union: 
William,  a'  farmer  in  Davis  county,  Iowa;  Mar- 
garet, who  married  William  Chambers,  and  died 
in  Iowa;  Joshua,  formerly  editor  of  the  Keosaqua 
(Iowa)  Republican ; Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Butler 
Sloan,  of  Missouri;  Mary  A.,  our  subject's  moth- 
er; Martha,  who  married  Mr.  McClure,  and  died  in 
Iowa;  John,  deceased,  formerly  a resident  of 
Bloomfield,  Iowa,  and  a prominent  politician, 
holding  various  county  offices;  and  Robert,  a 
well-known  member  of  the  Iowa  bar,  and  at  pres- 
ent a judge,  residing  at  Keosaqua. 

For  some  time  after  his  marriage  our  subject’s 
father  lived  upon  a farm  in  Columbiana  county, 
but  later  moved  to  New  Lisbon.  In  1834,  when 
he  was  ten  years  old,  he  came  to  Wood  county 
with  his  brother  Benjamin,  remained  through  the 
summer,  and  then  returned  home  to  Columbiana 
county  with  his  father.  In  1851  he  again  came 
to  Wood  county,  this  time  with  his  family,  loca- 
ting first  at  Hatton.  Soon  after  he  removed  to 
Montgomery  township,  Section  25,  N.  W.  J, 
where  he  settled  in  the  primeval  forest  in  true 
pioneer  style,  building  the  first  house  ever  on  the 
place,  a log  cabin.  As  prosperity  came  he  erected 
a larger  home,  and  in  1876  he  built  a third,  a 
substantial  brick  residence,  which  is  still  in  use. 
He  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  while  his  farm 
was  being  redeemed  from  the  wood  and  water, 
finding  plenty  to  do,  and  at  one  time  he  conducted 
a plant  for  making  molasses  from  sugar  cane.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  200  acres  of  land, 
and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  the  township.  A prominent  member 
of  the  Disciples  Church,  he  was  in  sympathy  with 
all  movements  tending  to  benefit  the  people,  and 
was  an  early  patron  of  newspapers  in  his  section, 
being  an  interested  reader  of  all  questions  of  his 
time.  Until  the  assassination  of  Lincoln  he  was 
a Democrat;  but  after  that  event  he  gave  his  in- 
fluence to  the  Republican  party,  and  was  several 
times  elected  to  township  offices  on  that  ticket. 

Since  his  death  his  widow  has  continued  to 
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, m cupy  the  old  home,  where  she  has  long  been 
held  in  high  esteem,  not  only  on  her  husband's 
(.-count  but  for  her  own  good  qualities.  Robert 
Henry,  our  subject,  is  the  eldest  of  their  family 
of  six  children ; the  names  of  the  others,  with  dates 
of  birth,  are  as  follows:  William,  September  2, 

[847;  C.  F.,  May  15,  1851;  Mary  E. , Septem- 
bers, 1853,  died  February  6,  1878;  Martha  A., 
May  25,  1859,  married  David  Myers,  and  died  at 
Risingsun,  April  13,  1882;  and  Joseph  H.,  March 
-i  1863.  The  four  sons  are  all  residents  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  and  are  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

R.  H.  Wollam,  the  subject  proper  of  this  re- 
view, was  born  in  New  Lisbon,  Columbiana 
county,  June  25,  1845,  and  was  about  five  years 
old  when  he  first  looked  upon  the  swamps  of 
Wood  county,  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  District  No.  7.  His  first  teacher  was 
Mary  A.  Stahl,  a sister  of  Jacob  Stahl,  ex-com- 
missioner  of  Wood  county,  and  the  building  was 
a hewed-log  structure.  He  was  apt  in  learning, 
but  lacked  application,  and  his  course  of  study 
only  formed  a slight  foundation  for  his  present 
knowledge,  which  has  been  gained  by  reading  and 
observation.  There  was  ahvays  plenty  of  work 
to  do  at  home,  and  there  he  stayed  until  March 
6,  1865,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  193rd 
O.  V.  I.  His  regiment  was  stationed  near  Win- 
chester, Va.,  where  he  served  as  a patrol  guard 
for  some  time,  receiving  his  discharge  in  August, 
1865.  Soon  after  he  returned  home  he  bought 
forty  acres  of  partially  cleared  land  in  Section  25, 
Montgomery  township,  which  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved. In  March,  1874,  he  purchased  a one- 
naif  interest  in  forty  acres  in  Section  24,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  has  ninety-three  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land,  and  a comfortable  income,  and  is 
highly  respected  in  the  neighborhood. 

Steady  and  quiet  in  his  habits,  fond  of  read- 
ing, and  well-informed  upon  general  topics,  he  is 
one  of  the  best  of  citizens.  He  has  never  worn 
the  Hymeneal  yoke.  In  politics  he  has  been  a 
Republican  since  the  close  of  the  wan  but  previous 
to  that  his  sympathies  were  with  the  Democrats. 
Although  he  is  not  a seeker  for  office,  he  is  a reg- 
ular voter  and  influential  worker,  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  several  county  conventions.  - 


lived  to  the  patriarchal  ages  of  ninety-six  and 
ninety-nine,  respectively.  They  located  in  Port- 
age county,  where  their  son,  Nathan  M.,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born,  in  1816.  He  married 
Miss  Orra  Collins,  a native  of  New  England,  and 
in  1840  moved  to  Berea,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
stone  busine'ss  and  in  the  manufacture  of  wooden 
bowls.  In  1862  he  came  to  Millbury,  Wood 
county,  and  is  now  living  there,  retired  from  act- 
ive business.  His  wife  died  in  18S0,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-nine.  They  had  three  children:  George 

1 W.,  who  resides  at  Millbury,  Ohio;  C.  F.,  our 
: subject;  and  Stella  Angus,  of  Toledo. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
Berea,  and  in  1862,  when  only  eighteen  years  of 
age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  103rd  O.  Y.  I., 
assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Ohio.  He  served 
as  a private,  and  later  as  a non-commissioned 
officer,  and  took  part  in  every  battle  in  which 
! his  command  was  engaged,  not  absenting  himself 
: from  duty'  a single  day'  from  the  time  he  went  to 
1 the  front  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Returning 
home,  in  1S65.  he  engaged  in  the  wooden-ware 
and  lumber  business,  at  Millbury.  Under  his 
management  the  manufacture  of  specialties  in 
wooden  ware  was  largely  increased,  the  trade  of 
the  firm  now  extending  to  all  parts  of  this  coun- 
try, and  to  Europe  as  well.  On  January  1, 
18S7,  he  formed  a partnership  with  the  late  A. 
G.  Williams,  continuing  until  1892,  when  the 
latter  sold  out  to  H.  H.  Sargent,  of  Monroeville, 
Ohio,  the  firm  opening  an  office  in  Perrysburg, 
from  which  Mr.  Chapman  still  manages  his  wide 
and  varied  business  interests.  Their  factories 
have  been  located  at  various  points  in  Canada, 
Michigan,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  and  they  still 
have  one  at  Aylmer,  Canada,  although  their  work 
is  principally  carried  on  in  Michigan,  in  the  fac- 
tories at  Boone  and  Copemish. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  married  December  4,  1867, 
to  Miss  Philinda  P.  Tracy,  who  was  born  in  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ohio,  July  13,  1S44.  They  have  four 
children:  Edith,  Charles  F.,  Jr.,  Gertrude,  and 

Linda  Belle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  are  both 
leading  members  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  In  polit- 
ical connection  he  is  a Republican;  socially  he 
is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , and  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor. 


C.  F.  Chapman,  a prominent  manufacturer  of 
Perrysburg,  was  born  August  1 6,  1843,  hi  Berea, 
Ohio.  1 1 is  family  is  of  old  New  England  stock, 
and  his  grandparents,  Nathan  and  Mary  'Whit- 
ney) Chapman,  were  among  the  first  to  come  from  I 
Connecticut  and  settle  on  the  Western  Reserve,  j 
Typical  pioneers,  hardy  and  self-reliant,  they  1 


Samuel  Slaughterbeck  was  born  in  West- 
moreland county,  Penn.,  January  1,  1831,  and 
may  be  counted  among  the  early  settlers  of  Wood 
county,  as  his  father,  John  Slaughterbeck,  came 
with  his  family  to  what  is  now  known  as  Perry- 
township,  in  1836.  He  bought  land  in  the  tim- 
ber, and  building  a rude  cabin,  such  as  sheltered 
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the  early  corners,  proceeded  to  make  a home.  It 
was  hard  work  clearing  away  the  large  trees  and 
thick  underbrush,  and,  far  from  neighbors  or  so- 
ciety of  any  kind,  the  young  farmer  grew  lone- 
some, and  longed  to  return  to  his  old  home  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  accordingly  took  the  long 
journey  on  foot;  but,  after  spending  a short  time 
among  his  early  friends,  again  came  west  and 
took  up  his  old  occupations. 

John  Slaughterbeck  lived  to  the  good  old  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  and  died  in  Lucas  county, 
near  Toledo,  where  he  spent  the  later  years  of 
his  life.  He  was  originally  a Methodist  in  his 
religious  connections,  but  subsequently  united 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Rachel  (Ander- 
son) Slaughterbeck  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  about  sixty-eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  took  place  at  Eagleville,  Bloom 
township,  Wood  county;  bv  her  marriage  with 
Mr.  Slaughterbeck  she  became  the  mother  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  the  following  record  is 
given:  Sarah  married  Edwin  Turnham,  an 

Englishman,  by  birth,  and  died  a number  of 
years  ago;  Edwin  died  after  reaching  manhood; 
Henry  is  deceased:  Leah  is  the  wife  of  William 
Cook, and  lives  in  Bloom  township;  Mary  married 
Peter  Motniaee.  of  Lucas  county,  and  there 
died;  John  was  a soldier  for  three  years  in  the 
war  of  Rebellion,  and  died,  aged  twenty-two,  in 
Bloom  township;  Jacob  lives  in  Hancock  county; 
George  lives  in  Wood  county;  Catherine  married 
Wesley  Cobus,  and  is  deceased;  Samuel  is  our 
subject;  the  others  died  in  childhood. 

Samuel  .Slaughterbeck,  the  fourth  child  of  the 
above  family,  grew  to  manhood  in  Perry  town- 
ship, and  on  July  20,  r862,  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  ill th  O.  V.  I..  for,  three  years,  to  serve  his 
country  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  His  com- 
mand was  assigned  to  the  Western  army.  He 
was  wounded  through  the  left  wrist  while  on 
picket  duty  near  Louisvdle,  Kv.,  and  was  sent 
home  on  furlough,  afterward  receiving  his  dis- 
charge September  18.  1SO3,  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
While  Mr.  Slaughterbeck  was  in  the  army  his 
family  remained  with  his  father,  and  after  his 
discharge  he  settled  on  a farm  belonging  to  the 
latter  in  Bloom  township.  This  place  he  after- 
ward sold,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Henry  town- 
ship, where  he  carried  on  farming  until  1892,  at 
which  time  he  removed  to  North  Baltimore.  Mr. 
Slaughterbeck  has  a good  farm,  upon  which  oil 
was  discovered  in  1SS9,  and  lie  now  has  an  in- 
terest in  eight  wells,  deriving  a handsome  income 
therefrom.  He  is  an  enterprising,  active  man, 
a good  citizen,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
neighbors.  He  is  a Republican  in  his  political 


; views,  and  is  a member  of  the  Union  Veteran 
Union. 

Mr.  Slaughterbeck  was  married,  in  1855,  to 
i Miss  Mahala  Ann  Copus,  of  Bloom  township,  b\ 
whom  he  had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Mary, 

I who  died  when  five  years  old;  Peter,  living  in 
Hancock  county,  who  married  Marinda  Lanev. 
and  has  five  children;  George,  living  in  Henrv 
\ township,  Wood  county,  who  married  Laura 
Chance;  Samuel,  who  married  Jennie  Jennings 
i and  has  four  children  (he  lives  in  Henry  town- 
ship); John,  who  married  Jennie  Graham,  and  has 
; four  children  (they  reside  in  Henry  township  : 
Selina  Jane,  married  to  James  Fife,  of  North 
Baltimore,  and  they  have  eight  children;  Alfred, 
married  to  Fannie  Durham,  and  living  in  Ham- 
! mansburg.  Wood  county  have  one  child);  Grant 
! a farmer  in  Wood  county,  married  to  Miss  Min- 
nie Cupp,  and  has  four  children.  The  mother  of 
this  family  died  in  1873,  and.  for  his  second  wifu. 
Mr.  Slaughterbeck  married  Mrs.  Mary  Bun  tie.!. 
Of  this  union  one  child  was  born,  Jason,  who 
married  Ella  Downs,  and  has  two  children,  and 
lives  ir.  North  Baltimore.  In  1883  Mr.  Slaugh- 
terbeck married  Miss  Maiinda  Feller,  bv  whom 
he  has  four  children — Louisa,  Burley,  Benjami; 

! and  Harrison. 

Our  subject  used  to  grind  corn  bv  hand,  three 
; grains  at  a time,  for  the  family.  The  mill  was 
located  centrally  for  three  families,  Jacob  Rhines 
John  Swinehart,  and  John  Slaughterbeck.  WhiL 
the  children  were  grinding  the  corn  the  father 
; stood  guard  against  the  wolves,  firing  his  rifle  to 
frighten  them  away.  John,  the  father,  had  t-.< 
go  many  miles  to  buy  corn,  and  the_\  called  the 
journey  “ going  to  Egypt  for  corn.  ’ The  In- 
dians camped  around  the  house  for  seven  years, 
furnishing  them  with  wild  meat  in  exchange  Ur 
corn.  They  never  molested  the  white  settlers. 

John  Marsh,  an  influential  and  progressiv 
farmer  residing  in  Section  33,  Lake  township, 
came  to  Wood  county  in  1857,  locating  first  ■ 
Plain  township,  but  the  following  year  remco  vd 
to  Lake  township  He  made  a settlement 
Clay  Junction,  now  Millbury,  and  purchas. 
forty  acres  of  land  where  the  village  of  Latch 
now  stands. 

He  was  born  in  Sussex  count}',  England.  : 
1839.  That  country  was  also  the  birthplace 
his  parents,  Joseph  and  Frances  ( Mathews  Mars  1 
who  never  left  their  native  land.  Four  of  tin 
children  became  cit'/ens  of  Ohio:  Luke,  v 

became  a farmer  of  Lake  township,  where  In 
arrived  in  1854,  and  died  at  Latrine  in  1 > > 
Mark,  who  located  in  Lucas  county,  in  1833 
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and  there  died  in  1888;  John,  of  this  review;  and 
Morris  became  a resident  of  Sylvania,  Lucas  [ 
county,  in  1867,  and  still  makes  his  home  there. 

When  in  his  eighteenth  year,  Mr.  Marsh,  our 
subject,  bade  good-bye  to  home  and  friends,  and 
started  for  the  New  World,  boarding  a sailing  j 
vessel  at  Liverpool,  and  at  the  end  of  seven  ' 
weeks  reached  the  shores  of  this  country,  since  1 
which  time  he  has  made  his  home  in  Wood 
county.  He  was  married  in  Lake  township,  in 
1S63,  to  Miss  Margaret  Akerman,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  children:  Jacob,  who  is  mar-  j 

ried  and  lives  in  Lake  township;  Oscar  M. ; and 
Frances  M.,  now  the  wife  of  James  Wagoner,  of 
Stony  Ridge.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.  Marsh  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Sarah  Moore,  a native  of  Lake  j 
township,  where  their  wedding  was  celebrated  | 
October  8,  1S71.  Her  parents  were  born  in 

Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  married,  and 
emigrated  by  team  to  Lake  township,  Wood 
county,  where  they  entered  the  land  now  owned 
by  our  subject,  and  immediately  settled  thereon, 
being  numbered  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  ! 
the  locality.  There  the  father's  death  occurred 
October  25,  1880,  and  the  mother  died  August  6, 
1883.  In  their  family  were  nine  children,  namely:  ; 
George,  who  was  born  in  1822,  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  1849;  Maty  is  the  wife  of  John  Aken- 
berger,  of  Millbury;  John  died  in  Lake  township, 
in  1856;  James  is  married,  and  lives  in  Nebraska; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thornton  died  in  Perrysburg  ( 
township,  Wood  county,  in  1872;  Susanna  died  j 
in  Troy  township,  in  1833,  Mrs.  Margaret  Shure  j 
resides  in  East  Toledo,  Ohio;  Joseph,  who  now 
makes  his  home  at  Curtis,  Ottawa  Co.,  Ohio,  en- 
listed in  Lake  township,  in  1864,  in  Company  K,  j 
25th  O.  V.  I.,  for  three  years,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war;  Jacob  enlisted  in  the  same 
township,  in  1862,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany K,  uith  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ky. , in  [863;  and  Sarah  completes  the 
family.  It  was  in  1831  that  this  family  located 
in  Wood  county,  making  a home  in  Troy  town- 
ship, on  the  ridge,  near  the  village  of  Stony 
Ridge;  but  three  years  later  they  located  upon  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Marsh,  which  was  then 
a vast  wilderness,  entirely  unimproved.  The 
parents  were  both  faithful  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

h ive  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  as  follows:  Rachel,  now  the 
widow  of  Jesse  Wagoner,  of  Lake  township; 
h-liza,  who  died  in  1887;  and  Adelia,  Sarah  and 
Perry  Earl. 

Prompted  by  patriotism  for  his  adopted  coun- 


try, Mr.  Marsh  joined  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  enlisting  at  Latchie,  in  1861,  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  E,  72nd  O.  V.  L,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  at  Columbus. 
Ohio,  being  assigned  to  the  Western  arruv. 
After  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  taken  ill,  and 
at  Columbus  was  honorably  discharged,  in  1802, 
after  w’hich  he  returned  to  Latchie.  He  is  a true 
representative  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
always  been  a firm  supporter  of  its  principles. 

Charles  Wells  Thomas  was  born  April  4 
1845,  at  Chili,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  V.,  and  when  he 
was  six  months  old  his  parents  moved  to  Ohio, 
settling  upon  a farm  known  as  “The  Islands,' 
in  Perry  township,  Wood  county.  At  that  time 
the  farm  was  owned  by  the  late  Charles  W.  Fos- 
ter, who  was'a  brother  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Thomas 
(our  subject's  mother),  and  after  whom  Charles 
W.  Thomas  was  named.  C.  W.  Foster  was  the 
founder  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  father  of  ex-Gov 
Foster. 

Young  Thomas  received  his  early  education 
at  the  common  school  in  District  No.  1,  Perry 
township — tw  o of  his  teachers  being  Maj.  Thomas 
C.  Norris  and  Capt.  F.  R.  Stewart,  while  some 
of  his  schoolmates  were  Omar  P.  Norris  ' after- 
ward captain);  James  Norris  'afterward  sergeant  : 
and  Charles  F.  Munger,  Thaddeus  Fletcher, 
George  Ivamphor,  John  Johnston  and  Yolentme 
Ash  (afterward  privates  in  the  O.  V.  I.  . In 
Perry  township  Mr.  Thomas  enlisted  as  a private 
in  Company  G.  Capt.  Charles  I).  Dennis,  189th 
O.  V.  I.,  and  was  discharged  at  Huntsville,  AL. 
when  he  returned  home.  He  then  went  to  scho  >1 
again,  during  the  winter  of  1S65-66,  after  which 
he  worked  three  years  in  the  F.  F.  & \\  . Rail- 
way Company's  office  in  Fostoria.  Ohio.  Later 
he  was  bookkeeper  for  The  Roberts  Co.  Found- 
ry and  Machine  Shops,  closing  out  their  busi- 
ness as  receiver  for  the  same.  He  was  elected 
and  served  two  terms  as  city  councilman  ot  Fos- 
toria, Ohio;  for  five  years  served  as  second  lieu- 
tenant of  Company  I),  Foster  Light  Guards,  Six- 
teenth Regiment,  O.  N.  G.  He  helped  to  con- 
struct the  Toledo  & Ohio  Central  railroad,  and 
had  charge  of  the  inspection  of  all  ties  during  th  ■ 
construction  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  & St.  L.  K.  R. : w is 
also  transfer  clerk,  for  two  years,  for  The  \\  est  • 
ern  Transit  Company,  of  Chicago,  111.,  and.  Ur 
ten  years  was  connected  with  the  wholesale  gro- 
cery house  of  Davis  & Foster.  Fostoria,  Ohio 
The  northern  street  of  F istoria  was 
Thomas,  in  honor  of  C.  \Y.  Thomas.  I r two 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  municipal  con- 
tractors of  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  He  is  a thirty  - 
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second  degree  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite 
Mason.  He  has  one  son,  Ralph  F.,  who  is  in 
The  Mechanics  Savings  Banking  Co.,  at  Fostor- 
ia,  Ohio. — Monday,  September  7,  1896. 

Jacob  W.  Urschel,  the  well-known  lime 
manufacturer,  of  Sugar  Ridge,  was  born  March 
6,  1845,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio. 

Daniel  Urschel,  his  father,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  married  there  to  Fraulein  Barbara  Zints- 
master,  and  in  1834  came  with  his  family  to 
Ohio,  settling  upon  a farm  of  160  acres  in  Stark 
county.  His  wife  died  in  1885,  and  two  years 
later  he  too  passed  from  earth.  They  had  ten 
children,  three  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany: 
Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  Peter  Rosche,  of 
Stark  county;  Daniel,  a farmer  in  Stark  county; 
Barbara,  wife  of  Peter  Strauss,  a farmer  in  Stark 
county;  John,  a farmer  in  Stark  county;  Andrew, 
a farmer  in  Indiana;  Phoebe,  wife  of  Fred  Lifer, 
a farmer  in  Indiana;  Jacob  W. , our  subject;  Eli- 
zabeth, deceased  wife  of  John  Muskopf,  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
township  during  his  boyhood,  assisting  also  in 
the  farm  work,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  tanner's  trade.  After  working 
L at  this  for  three  years  in  Stark  county,  he  moved 

to  Lucas  county,  and  engaged  in  the  same  busi- 
ness in  the  village  of  Monclova.  In  1876,  he 
went  to  Kansas  and  bought  140  acres  of  land, 
which  he  cultivated  some  six  years,  when  he 
sold  it  and  moved  to  Topeka,  in  order  to  engage 
in  the  butcher’s  trade,  which  same  he  followed 
three  years.  He  then  returned  to  Lucas  county, 
and  remained  six  years  upon  a farm  of  sixty  acres, 
which  he  sold  in  1S90,  in  that  year  coming  to 
Wood  county.  Here  he  bought  eighty-three 
f acres  in  Middleton  township,  which  he  has  im-  j 
proved  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  finest  farms  of 
its  size  in  the  county,  with  commodious  barns 
and  a handsome  dwelling  house,  costing  $2,000. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  became  interested  in 
the  lime  business,  of  which  he  has  made  a suc- 
cess. On  his  coming  to  Wood  county,  in  1890, 
he  and  his  wife’s  brother,  F.  W.  Van  Fleet,  and 
W.  N.  Spencer,  entered  into  the  manufacture  of 
lime,  beginning  m a small  way.  Soon,  however, 
they  put  in  patent  kilns  and  doubled  the  capacity  j 
of  their  works,  in  1895  turning  cut  80,000  barrels  j 
of  lime,  which  they  shipped  to  several  States, 
both  near  and  distant.  In  January,  1895,  Van- 
Fleet  and  Spencer  sold  out  to  A.  F.  Christman, 

1 and  the  business  has  since  been  known  as  the 
“Sugar  Ridge  Stone  & Lime  Co.  ' As  a self- 


made  man,  noted  for  his  integrity  as  well  as  his 
J ability,  our  subject  takes  high  rank  in  business 
circles. 

On  April  4,  1872,  Mr.  Urschel  was  married  to 
Miss  Helen  I.  Van  Fleet,  who  was  born  m 
Waterville,  Ohio,  November  10,  1847,  a daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Webb)  Van  Fleet. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Cora  M., 

February  4,  1876,  a successful  teacher  in  Bowl- 
ing Green;  Burtis  H.,June  30,  1 S7S;  Charles, 
July  10,  1874,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Clyde 
V.,  October  20,  1880.  Mrs.  Urschel’s  father 
was  born  March  19,  1822,  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  of 
Holland  descent,  and  was  a son  of  Matthias  Van- 
Fleet,  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  By  occupation 
he  was  a farmer,  and  was  among  the  pioneers  of 
Ohio,  first  locating  near  Dayton,  and  ultimately 
moving  to  Lucas  county,  where  he  died.  Of  his 
children,  Charles,  born  March  19.  1822,  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  November  10,  1S84,  the  father 
of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
Mrs.  Urschel  comes  next;  Henry  F. , born  De- 
cember 13,1849,  is  a farmer  at  Waterville,  Ohio; 
Cora,  born  June  21,  1852,  is  now  the  wife  of  W. 
U.  Spencer,  of  Delaware;  Fred  W. , born  March 
2,  1857,  lives  in  Bowling  Green.  The  mother  of 
these  in  her  maidenhood  was  Miss  Sarah  Webb, 
born  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y. , March  r3,  1828,  daugh- 
ter of  John  (a  carpenter)  and  Hannah  Webb,  who 
came  to  Lucas  county  in  1834.  Mrs.  Urschel's 
mother,  who  was  of  English  descent,  died  at 
Bowling  Green,  August  30,  1 S So. 

Mr.  Urschel  is  a Prohibitionist  in  politics, 
and  has  at  times  taken  a prominent  part  in  local 
affairs,  holding  office  during  his  residence  in 
Lucas  count}’.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  at  Sugar  Ridge,  of  which  he  is  a 
trustee,  and  he  is  also  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  teacher  of  a class. 

Emer  Wineland,  of  Bloomdale,  is  one  of  the 
prosperous  self-made  men  whose  careers  furnish 
a valuable  object  lesson  to  the  ambitious  youths 
of  the  rising  generatiou.  Among  the  praisewor- 
thy traits  that  may  be  noted  are  those  which  dis- 
tinguished him  from  becoming  a mere  money 
maker,  and  have  kept  him  in  close  sympathy  with 
every  phase  of  human  progress  and  development 

Mr.  Wineland  was  born  August  16,  1855,  in  Ca  ;- 
township,  Hancock  Co. , Ohio.  His  father,  Davi  . 
Wineland,  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Penn  . 
March  7,  1826,  and  was  married  in  Connellsville. 
that  State,  to  Miss  Catherine  Barnhart,  wuo,  uw 
himself,  was  a native  of  Fayete  county,  Penn.,  her 
July  25,  1829.  In  the  fall  of  1854  they  came  t" 
i Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and  bought  forty  acres  o'. 
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land  (seven  miles  east  of  Van  Buren),  all  heavily 
timbered.  The  spot  upon  which  they  built  their 
first  home,  a log  cabin  18x22,  had  to  be  cleared 
first.  The  father  was  a stone  and  brick  mason  by 
trade,  and  found  plenty  of  work  to  do  in  the  vicinity. 
On  November  12,  1 S6 1 , he  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  three  years  and  a 
half.  On  his  return  he  resumed  his  trade,  and 
after  a few  years  exchanged  his  first  farm  for  120 
acres  in  another  part  of  the  township,  where  he 
bpent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  politics  he 
was  a Prohibitionist  in  his  later  years,  but  previ- 
ously had  been  a Republican.  His  years  of  toil 
were  rewarded  by  a fair  share  of  worldly  goods,  j 
and  his- later  years  were  passed  in  comfort.  He  j 
died  March  29,  1 8S 3 ; his  wife  survived  him  until 
May  5,  1894,  when  she  passed  away  quietly  one  i 
night  without  warning,  at  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject; she  was  buried  beside  her  husband  in  Van- 
Buren  cemetery.  Both  had  united  in  early  life  I 
with  the  U.  B.  Church,  but  after  her  husband’s 
death  Mrs.  Wineland  became  a Methodist.  They  j 
had  thirteen  children:  John,  who  died  in  Han- 

cock county;  Benjamin  F. , a resident  of  Bloom- 
dale;  Mary,  the  wife  of  David  Cotant,  of  Bloom 
township;  Susan,  who  married  Alonzo  Dailey, 
and  died  in  Perry  township;  Emer,  our  subject;  1 
Ida,  Mrs.  J oseph  Cramer,  of  Bloomdale ; Lucinda, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Joseph, 
who  lives  north  of  Findlay;  Charles,  a resident  of 
Portage  township;  William,  of  Bloom  township;  j 
Jacob,  of  Bloomdale;  Cora,  who  died  at  the  age  j 
of  fifteen;  and  Turley,  a clerk  in  Bloomdale,  who 
lives  at  the  old  home. 

Emer  Wineland  attended  school  only  three 
years,  his  present  wide  range  of  information  hav- 
ing been  obtained  by  private  reading  and  study. 
He  was  kept  busy  upon  the  home  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-two,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county 
and  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  In  com- 
pany with  Alonzo  Dailey,  he  built  a tile  factory 
at  Bloomdale,  since  enlarged,  selling  it  as  soon 
as  it  was  ready  for  work.  For  some  time  after 
this  he  worked  as  a day  laborer  in  Bryant  & 
Linhart’s  sawmill,  first  as  fireman  and  then  on 
the  planer,  becoming  an  expert  in  the  latter  de-  ■ 
partment.  In  [884  he  entered  a tile  factory, 
and  worked  three  seasons  as  a laborer,  and  in 
1886  he  began  working  in  a feed-mill,  following 
this  occupation  for  three  winters.  In  the  spring 
of  1890  he  bought  a one-third  interest  in  the  ' 
brick  and  tile  works . of  Smith  & Staccv.  and 
later  acquired  a one-half  interest,  the  firm  being 
now  Smith  & Wineland. 

On  July  3,  1879,  Mr.  Wineland  was  mar- 
ried in  Perry  township,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hays,  of 


the  M.  E.  Church,  to  Miss  Hettie  Wineland, 
who  was  born  in  Cass  township,  Hancock  coun- 
ty, February  9,  1862,  a daughter  of  Jacob 

Wineland.  Four  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage:  Blanche,  September  1,  1880;  Park, 

October  27,  1885;  Jennie  L. , June  16,  1888; 
and  Ross,  March  15,  1891,  all  of  whom  are  at 
home.  Mr.  Wineland  was  converted  February 
5,  1887,  and  joined  the  Methodist  Church;  but 
he  and  his  wife  are  now  leading  members  of  the 
Radical  U.  B.  Church,  and  he  has  been  licensed 
as  a local  preacher  by  the  U.  B.  Conference. 
He  is  a constant  student  of  the  Bible,  and  has 
a great  liking  for  religious  literature.  A cheer- 
ful giver,  he  is  always  among  the  foremost  in 
any  progressive  movement,  and  when  the  Lake- 
side Co.  were  threatened  with  financial  failure, 
and  their  beautiful  grounds  so  well-known  to  all 
religious  and  philanthropic  workers,  were  about 
to  be  sold,  ne  was  one  of  those  who  came  to  the 
rescue,  he  and  his  partner  taking  $500  in  stock. 
He  is  a conscientious  and  earnest  worker  in  the 
cause  of  Prohibition,  voting  with  the  Third  party 
since  1888,  but  had  been  a Republican  previous 
to  that  date,  and  he  held  the  office  of  constable 
of  Bloom  from  18S8  to  1891.  Mr.  Wineland 
adds  that  W.  S.  Richard  was  his  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  always  gave  good  advice  in  ali  the 
business  that  came  to  his  hand. 

Daniel  L.  Whitacre  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Wood  county,  having  for 
forty-five  years  made  his  home  within  its  borders. 
He  was  born  in  Bloom  township,  May  17,  1851, 
and  is  a son  of  Reason  and  Mary  (McCrory) 
Whitacre.  The  father  was  a native  of  Virginia, 
and  learned  and  followed  the  trade  of  milling.  In 
1833  he  came  to  Wood  county,  where  he  was 
married,  and  located  in  Bloom  township.  Here 
he  took  up  130  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  an  adjoining  eighty-acre  tract,  and 
also  owns  eighty  acres  in  Liberty  township.  His 
wife  died  in  1S62.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children — Mahlon,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight;  Rebecca,  wife  of  M.  Milbcurn,  of  Bloom 
township;  Phcebe,  wife  of  Horace  Mercer,  of 
Liberty;  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  - 
eight;  Samuel  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight;  Lewis,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  Thomas,  a farmer  in  Libertv.  For  his 
second  wife,  the  father  wedded  Marv  Billies,  and 
they  have  three  children — Herman,  Art  h in  and 
Warren,  all  living. 

In  early  youth  our  subject  became  familiar 
with  farm  work  on  the  old  homestead,  and  in  the 
winter  months,  when  the  work  on  the  farm  was 
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practically  ended,  he  entered  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood,  and  there  pursued  his  stud- 
ies until  spring1.  On  the  23d  of  August,  \ 874,  in 
Bloom  township,  was  celebrated  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Amanda  Loe,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 3,  1 S 5 4,  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Susan 
(McVey)  Loe,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
former  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitacre  have  a family  of  nine  children — 
Robert  Mahlon,  Reason  Hayes,  Ehoda  Matilda, 
Ardie  Ethel,  Wildie  A..  Naomi  C.,  Carrie  A., 
Howard  Dwight  and  Carrol  Errett,  and  the  fam- 
ily circle  yet  remains  unbroken. 

Upon  their  marriage,  Mr.  Whitacre  and  his 
wife  took  up  their  residence  on  the  Smith  farm, 
but  after  a year  removed  to  their  present  home. 
Just  prior  to  their  marriage  he  had  purchased 
forty  acres,  but  has  since  extended  the  bounda- 
ries of  his  farm  from  time  to  time  until  it  now 
comprises  160  acres,  half  of  which  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  All  the  improvements  upon 
the  place  are  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  he  is  a 
diligent,  capable  farmer,  whose  well-directed  ef- 
forts have  brought  him  a competence.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Whitacre  is  a Republican,  but  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker.  He  has,  however,  served  for 
seven  years  as  trustee.  He  was  first  elected 
against  his  wishes,  but  so  capably  did  he  dis- 
charge his  duties  that  his  fellow  townsmen  re- 
tained him  in  that  position  for  many  terms.  An 
active  worker  in  and  member  of  the  Disciples 
Church,  he  is  now  serving  as  Sunday-school 
superintendent  and  as  teacher. 

Henry  Hughes,  a leading  grocer  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  one  of  the  most  progressive  men  of 
that  thriving  city  was  born  in  Plain  township. 
Wood  county,  February  17,  [858,  a son  of  James 
and  Anna  ('Evans,  Hughes.  He  grew  upon  his 
father’s  farm, which  was  situated  about  two  miles 
from  Bowling  Green,  and,  until  about  six  vears 
ago,  followed  farming.  At  that  time  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he  first  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  horses.  Later  he  opened  a 
grocery  store  styled  the  “ Red  Front,  " which  he  is 
still  carrying  on  with  success.  He  deals  only  in 
the  best  of  goods,  and  by  his  excellent  manage- 
ment, honest  methods  and  genial  manners,  he 
has  become  popular  throughout  the  county,  and 
secured  an  extensive  trade.  In  addition  to  his 
property  in  the  city  he  owns  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  vicinity.  On  February  6,  1 870.  Mr. 
Hughes  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Martindale, 
who  was  born  April  6,  1861,  in  Plain  township. 
The  young  couple  attended  the  same  school, 
grew  up  together,  and  were  “sweethearts  " dur- 


I ing  their  childhood  days.  They  are  a most  con- 
1 genial  pair,  and  their  home  is  a model  of  domes- 
j tic  happiness.  Mr.  Hughes  is  a Republican,  and 
i takes  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  being  fre- 
quently called  into  council  by  the  older  and  more 
I experienced  men  of  the  place.  Socially,  he  is  a 
| member  of  the  I.O.  O.  F. 

W Our  subject  is  a genial  and  affable  fellow  with 
j a good  word  for  everybody,  ever  ready  to  do  an 
act  of  kindness  and  a favor  to  his  fellow  man.  He 
i has  traveled  extensively,  viewing  the  counrrv  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  Lakes 
j to  the  Gulf,  and  come  in  touch  with  many  peo- 
I pie.  and,  having  been  a close  observer,  has  picked 
up  much  in  his  travels  that  make  him  an  interes:- 
; ing  and  entertaining  companion.  He  is  quite  a 
I favorite  with  the  traveling  men,  and  is  by  them 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  posted  men  in  Ins  line 
of  business  in  this  section  of  the  State  In  iSqs 
himself  and  wife  took  quite  an  extensive  Weste-n 
tour,  traveling  through  the  Middle  West  and  t 
| the  Far  West,  visiting  the  various  points  and 
I places  of  interest  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  countrv. 
j in  California,  and  throughout  the  West.  The1, 
not  only  traveled  by  rail,  but  by  stage  through 
overland  routes,  and  over  the  Rockies  on  1 1 : 
backs  of  the  little  burros.  They  visited  old  Mex- 
; ico,  and  returned  by  the  Gulf  route  through  the 
; South,  visiting  points  of  interest,  and  manv  of  the 
old  battle  grounds.  They  were  absent,  some  six 
months. 

James  Hughes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
| born  September  28,  1818,  in  Lincolnshire.  Enr- 
- iand,  of  which  county  his  mother  was  also  a na- 
tive, her  birth  taking  place  in  1828.  They  \\ 

| married  in  their  native  land,  and  came  to  America 
1 in  1 S 5 4,  settling  at  Milan,  Erie  Co..  Ohio.  There 
the  father  followed  fanning  two  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Wood  county,  residing  in  Plain  town- 
■ ship  on  a farm,  until  a few  years  ago,  when  the  . 

moved  into  the  city  of  Bowling  Green.  Tin 
: grandparents  of  our  subject,  on  his  father  s s;T-. 
came  to  America  about  the  same  time  as  thw 
son  James,  and  located  in  Washington  township 
Wood  county,  where  the  grandfather  died  in  ! s - 2 
and  the  grandmother  in  1892,  the  latter  heine 
ninety-four  years  old.  They  were  the  parent> 
three  children:  Harriet  married  James  Kills.  aw. 
lives  m Jackson  township.  Wood  countv:  Ann 
the  wife  of  fames  Chailen,  and  lives  in  Washing:  ■ 
township:  and  James  is  the  father  of  our  sub  jet : 
To  James  Hughes  and  his  wite  '•.•ere  b n 
thirteen  children,  as  follows:  Sarah,  who  inarm 
H.  Newton,  and  died  wh<  n thirty  -eight  years  1 
fames,  living  in  Bowling  Green;  Harriet,  ma: in- 
to Todd  Brown,  of  Bowling  Green:  Rose,  wile  o' 


. 


' i 

■ 


■ 


WOOD  COUNT r,  OHIO, 


901 


Albert  Avery,  of  Bowling  Green;  Hugh,  living  in 
Center  township,  Wood  county;  Henry,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  John,  a resident  of  Center 
township;  Orlando,  living  in  Wessmgton,  Beadle 
county,  S.  Dak. ; Frank,  a farmer  in  Plain  town- 
ship; Adona,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Huffman;  Emma,  | 
married  to  Henry  Ostrander,  of  Toledo;  Burton, 
of  Bowling  Green;  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

F.  A.  Hastings.  Among  the  young  and  en- 
terprising farmers  of  Montgomery  township,  j 
there  is  probably  none  more  energetic  or  thor- 
ough-going than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
begins  this  sketch.  He  was  born  August  19, 
1865,  on  the  farm  in  Section  6,  where  he  still 
resides,  a son  of  R.  C.  and  Emeline  (Crowfoot) 
Hastings. 

The  father’s  birth  occurred  at  Liverpool, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  December  8,  1830.  He  was 
there  reared  in  much  the  same  manner  as  most 
farmer  boys,  obtaining  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S56  came  to 
Wood  county.  Here  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
in  Section  6,  Montgomery  township,  which  was 
stiil  in  its  primitive  condition,  he  having  to  cut 
down  the  trees  in  order  to  obtain  a site  on  which 
to  erect  his  hewed-log  house.  Here  he  married 
Emeline  Crowfoot,  who  was  born  in  Cayuga 
county,  X.  Y.,  March  30,  1834,  daughter  of  Am- 
brose Crowfoot,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Montgomery  township.  The  young  couple  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  in  Section 
6,  which  has  ever  since  been  the  family  home. 
Six  children  came  to  gladden  the  household — 
Edna,  who  became  the  wife  of  C.  \Y.  Smith,  and 
died  in  Montgomery  township;  Finando,  a farmer 
of  that  township;  F.  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Anna,  who  wedded  Fred  Swartz,  and  died  in 
Montgomery  township;  Carl,  also  an  agriculturist 
of  that  township;  and  Ottie,  who  died  when  a 
young  lady.  The  mother  was  called  from  this 
life  March  S,  1896,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  of  Xew  Rochester,  Wood  county.  Be 
sides  being  engaged  in  general  farming  the  father 
lias  bought  and  sold  considerable  stock.  He  has 
converted  his  wooded  tract  into  one  of  the  most 
highly  improved  tracts  of  the  township,  and  has 
added  to  his  possessions  until  he  now  owns  130 
acres,  all  in  Montgomery  township;  in  1888  he 
erected  his  present  elegant  home.  A Democrat 
m politics,  he  has  always  taken  a deep  interest 
in  the  success  of  his  party,  but  has  never  cared 
for  official  position. 

1 he  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
alternately  passed  in  the  school  room  and  in 
work  upon  the  home  farm,  his  training  in  the 


latter  line  being  especially  thorough.  Carlv  in 
life  he  was  initiated  into  the  stock  business,  as 
his  father's  assistant,  and  he  has  always  remained 
upon  the  home  farm.  On  March  31,  1896,  he 
was  married  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Barbara  Ballinger,  daughter  of  William  Bal- 
linger, of  Portage,  Wood  county.  Political!'., 
Air.  Hastings  has  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  father,  always  supporting  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  socially  he  is  a charter  member 
of  Petroleum  Lodge  Xo.  499,  K.  of  P. , of  Prairie 
Depot.  In  his  business  as  a stock  dealer  he  has 
become  widely  acquainted,  and  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  state  that  his  circle  of  friends  is  almost 
equally  large. 

John  R.  Winters  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
the  Buckeye  State,  and  is  one  of  its  worthy  sons. 
As  a citizen  of  Wood  county,  he  is  now  devoted 
to  its  best  interests,  and  gives  a hearty  support 
to  all  enterprises  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit.  Widely  and  favorably  known,  we  feel 
assured  that  the  record  of  his  life  will  prove  of 
interest  to  many  of  our  readers,  and  gladly  give 
it  a place  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Winters  was  born  in  Crawford  countv, 
Ohio,  May  1 1 , 1851,  and  comes  of  an  old  fam- 
ily of  this  State.  His  grandfather,  Eii  Winters, 
spent  his  entire  life  here,  and  always  carried  on 
farming — his  property  comprising  160  acres  of 
rich  land  in  Crawford  county.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  Abraham  Winters,  was  born  in  Jeff- 
erson county,  Ohio,  December  27,  1822,  and  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Crawford  county  dur- 
ing his  boyhood.  He  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  old  home  farm,  and  there  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1851,  when  he  removed  to  Han- 
cock county,  Ohio,  and  purchased  1S0  acres  of 
land  in  Pleasant  township,  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1S74.  In 
Crawford  county,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Elar- 
ton,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  still  survives 
him,  and  is  living  on  the  old  homestead.  Their 
children  are  Eli,  a farmer  of  Hancock  county 
Ohio;  William  W. , who  is  traveling  salesman 
for  a nursery  firm,  and  resides  in  Findlay,  Ohio; 
James  D.,  a farmer  of  Hancock  county;  Thomas 
Everett,  of  Washington;  Albert  S. , of  Findlay: 
and  John  R. , of  this  review. 

Our  subject  was  oni\  >i.\  months  old  when  hi- 
parents  removed  to  Hancock  county,  and  there, 
on  the  old  home  farm,  he  grew  to  manho  0, 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  district  ■ hoW. 
On  attaining  his  maiotui'  he  left  home  ami  ! >!- 
lowed  various  employments  until  his  marriage, 
i That  important  event  in  his  life  occurred  in 


. 


, 


. 

f. 


' 


. 

■ 


992 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Pleasant  township,  Hancock  county,  October  10, 
1880,  Miss  Josephine  Williams,  becoming  his 
wife.  She  was  born  in  Arcadia,  Hancock  county, 
November  6,  1859,  and  is  a daughter  of  Elisha 
and  Sarah  (Peters)  Williams.  Upon  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Winters  rented  a farm  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  continued  its  cultivation  for 
five  years.  He  then  came  to  Wood  county,  and, 
with  the  capital  he  had  saved,  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Jackson  township.  This  he 
cleared,  and  with  characteristic  energy  began  its 
development.  He  has  transformed  the  land 
into  rich  fields,  has  planted  a good  orchard,  and, 
erected  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings.  The 
frame  of  his  house  he  constructed  in  Shawtown, 
Hancock  county,  and  then  hauled  it  on  a wagon 
to  the  place  where  it  now  stands.  He  is  a care- 
ful and  conscientious  business  man,  honorable  in 
all  things,  and  his  presistent  effort  has  gained 
him  a handsome  competence. 

In  1895  Mr.  Winters  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  January  20, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  McComb  cemetery.  She 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  MethodistChurch, 
and  had  many  friends.  In  the  family  were  the 
following  children — Arthur  J.,  Roy  and  Bertha 
Dell,  at  home;  Erl,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  Annie  Ruth,  at  home;  Jessie;  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  adherency  Mr.  Winters  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  and  has  served  for  a year 
and  a half  as  a member  of  the  school  board, 
but  has  never  sought  or  desired  political  pre- 
ferment, giving  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  interests,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  signal  success. 

Lewis  L.  Yates,  a successful  and  well-known 
farmer  of  Perry  township,  was  born  in  Sycamore 
township,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  November  8, 
1844,  and  is  the  fifth  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Craun)  Yates. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  locality,  which,  he  thinks,  were  in 
some  respects  superior  to  those  of  the  present 
day.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  a farm,  where 
he  did  all  kinds  of  work  without  the  appliances 
which  in  these  days  do  so  much  to  lessen  the 
hard  labor  necessary  in  clearing  and  cultivating 
the  soil.  There  were  then  no  corn  droppers  or 
corn  shellers,  no  harvesters  or  binders,  and  every- 
thing was  done  by  hand.  He  was  only  a lad 
when  his  parents  settled  in  Perry  township,  and 
he  remained  at  home  until  his  enlistment  in  the 
100-days’  service,  which  was  on  May  2,  1864, 
he  becoming  a member  of  Company  E,  144th 


O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Smith.  During  all  the 
time  of  his  service  he  was  stationed  at  Wilming- 
ton, Del.,  doing  guard  duty,  not  a very  active, 
though  a very  important,  branch  of  the  service. 


' and  returned  home,  again  taking  up  work  on  his 
father's  farm. 


Mr.  Yates  was  married  in  Perry  township, 
November  26,  1870,  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Hall, 
who  was  born  January  25,  1845,  in  Likens  town- 
ship, Crawford  county,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Kirk)  Hall,  who  removed  to  Perry  town- 
ship in  1855,  and  settled  on  a tract  of  land  in  the 
woods,  to  which  Mr.  Hall  had  to  chop  a road 
through  the  forest  His  first  residence  was  a 
small  log  house,  which  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  on  160  acres,  of  which  but  a few  acres 
had  been  cleared.  It  was  on  this  farm  that  the 
young  couple  settled  after  their  marriage,  Mr. 
Yates  at  first  renting  and  afterward  purchasing  it 
of  his  father-in-law,  and  he  has  ever  since  resided 
here.  He  owns  250  acres  altogether  in  the 
township.  Three  children  were  born  to  them: 
Mary  B.  (now  Mrs.  Henry  Kordee),  residing  in 
Montgomery  township;  James  E.,  who  was  mar- 
ried in  March,  1896,  to  Silva,  daughter  of  Charles 
Stearnes;  and  Charles  R.,  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Yates  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
party,  although  he  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church  in  Bloom  township,  of 
which  he  has  been  steward,  trustee  and  clas^- 
; leader,  and  is  well-known  as  a man  of  Christian 
1 living  and  sterling  integrity.  He  is  noted  for  his 
generosity  and  charity,  and  has  never  been  known 
to  turn  a hungry  man  from  his  door  or  to  refuse 
help  to  one  in  need.  He  is  a devoted  husband 
and  father,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  has  won 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact..  He  is  a capable  man.  a 
good  manager,  and  is  deserving  of  the  prosperity 
to  which  he  has  attained. 

David  Shanks,  a leading  agriculturist  an  ! 
stock  dealer  of  this  county,  residing  in  Webster 
township,  near  Scotch  Ridge,  was  born  in  that 
township,  October  3,  1S45. 

His  father,  Peter  Shanks,  who  was  born  in 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  180S,  came  to  America  in 
[834,  and  settled  in  Wood  county,  entering  I' 
acres  of  land  in  Webster  township,  which  i' 
cleared  and  transformed  into  a fine  farm.  H 
married  Miss  Jeannette  Weddell,  who  had  ><■" 
come  from  Scotland,  in  1834,  and  had  twei' ■ 
sons:  John,  a farmer  in  Center  township;  Gor^ 
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who  was  killed  in  the  army;  James,  who  died 
from  an  accidental  injury;  William,  who  was 
killed  in  the  army;  Thomas,  a farmer  in  Webster 
township;  David,  our  subject;  Henry,  an  attor- 
ney and  real-estate  broker  in  Toledo;  Robert  and 
Louis,  both  farmers  of  Webster  township;  Jack- 
son,  deceased,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Our  subject’s  mother  died  October  26,  1890,  and 
the  father  survived  but  a few  months,  dying  June 
10,  1891. 

Mr.  Shanks  enjoyed  the  district  school  op- 
portunities and  the  practical  home  training  in 
industry,  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  average 
country  youth.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  en- 
listed in  Company  I,  144th  O.  V.  I.  (Capt.  Mc- 
Kee and  Col.  Miller  commanding),  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Monocacy  Junction  and 
Berryville,  Va.  He  was  wounded  in  the  left 
shoulder  duringthe  latter  engagement,  August  13, 
1864,  and  on  account  of  it  was  discharged  in 
September,  1864,  after  spending  some  time  in 
hospital  in  Baltimore.  This  patriotic  family  fur- 
nished five  soldiers  for  the  service  of  the  Union. 
George  and  William  were  members  of  Company 
K,  2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  and  were  killed  within  ten  min- 
utes of  each  other  in  the  engagement  at  Chicka- 
mauga.  On  his  return  home  Mr.  Shanks  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  near  Scotch  Ridge,  to  which 
he  has  added,  until  he  now  owns  120  acres,  not 
to  be  excelled  in  location  or  fertility.  His  im- 
provements are  of  a model  character,  and  his  barn 
and  shed  are  the  largest  in  Wood  county,  as  he 
cannot  content  himself  with  anything  short  of  tho 
best.  His  specialty  is  stock  raising  and  feeding, 
an  annual  trip  being  made  to  Chicago  to  procure 
Western  cattle  to  fatten  for  Eastern  markets. 

On  October  9,  1872,  Mr.  Shanks  married  Miss 
Philinda  Loomis,  a daughter  of  George  Loomis. 
She  died  December  14,  1875,  leaving  no  chil- 
dren. His  second  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Ida 
Fox,  a daughter  of  John  A.  Fox,  a prominent 
resident  of  Webster  township.  Three  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage:  Philinda,  Margaret 

and  Harwell . In  politics  Mr.  Shanks  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  has  held  the  offices  of  school 
director  and  township  trustee  a number  of  years. 
He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Scotch  Ridge,  and  belongs’ to  Wiley 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bowling  Green. 

John  Isch.  Among  those  agriculturists  of 
Wood  county,  whose  places  manifest  to  the  most 
casual  observer  the  energy  and  ability  of  their 
owner  in  his  chosen  calling,  is  the  subject  of 
this  personal  history.  His  residence  is  situated 
in  Section  1 7,  Lake  township,  where  he  has  a 
63 


| valuable  farm  of  192  acres,  well  tiled  and  drained, 
and  the  buildings  are  such  as  are  found  on  a 
model  farm  in  the  nineteenth  century.  Mr.  Isch 
is  a native  of  Wood  county,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred at  Perrysburg,  September  7,  1850,  while 
his  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Zimmerman)  Isch, 
were  both  born  in  Switzerland.  There  the  father 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  1823, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  the  United  States,  coming  direct  to 
Wood  county,  where  the  latter  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  In  Perrysburg,  the  father  of 
our  subject  carried  on  the  baker's  trade  for  a 
| couple  of  years,  and  there  married  Miss  Zimmer- 
man, after  which  he  located  on  a farm  of  113 
acres  in  Lake  township.  He  made  of  his  land  a 
highly  cultivated  and  productive  place,  and  there- 
i on  spent  his  remaining  days,  dying  in  1888.  His 
wife  also  passed  away  on  the  old  homestead  in 
1879.  He  was  a sincere  and  earnest  Christian, 
a member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  of  which 
he  often  served  as  a local  minister. 

In  a family  of  three  children  our  subject  is  the 
only  one  now  living,  and  he  was  reared  upon  the 
home  farm,  early  becoming  familiar  with  the 
labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  an  agriculturist. 
After  pursuing  his  studies  for  some  time  in  the 
I district  schools  of  Lake  township,  he  entered  a 
Reformed  Church  school  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  where 
he  continued  for  two  terms,  thus  completing  his 
literary  training.  On  April  13,  1875,  Mr-  Isch 
married  Miss  Rosa  Schaller,  who  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  May  23,  1851,  and  they  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  three  children— Fred.  F’rank 
and  Edwin. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Isch  is  a Republican,  a leader 
of  his  party  in  Lake  township,  and  was  elected 
county  infirmary  director  in  1888,  which  position 
he  continued  to  fill  very  satisfactorily  for  six  years. 
His  social  relations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias fraternity,  anu  he  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive citizens  of  the  community,  noted  for  his 
honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose.  Being  public- 
spirited,  he  takes  great  interest  in  all  the  moral, 
religious  and  educational  matters  of  the  township, 
and  always  lends  encouragement  and  support  to 
whatever  appears  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
j the  locality  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 

John  S.  Pope,  deceased,  was  born  in  New- 
port, Yt.,  December  30,  1822,  and  was  a son  of 
E.  S.  and  Sarah  (Stocker)  Pope,  also  natives  of 
: the  Green  Mountain  State.  With  his  parents  he 
removed  to  Ohio  early  m life,  the  famii\  1 seating 
at  Huron,  Erie  county,  whence  they  afterward 
I removed  to  Sandusky  county,  locating  neat  Roll- 
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ersville.  There  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
for  a number  of  years.  His  death  occurred  in 
Fremont,  Ohio,  in  1886,  and  his  wife  died  in 
1891. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  Erie  county, 
and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  1857-  when  he  went  to 
Kansas,  spending  four  years  in  that  State.  The 
year  1861  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Wood  county. 
He  located  on  Hull  Prairie,  in  Middleton  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land,  and 
at  once  began  transforming  it  into  rich  fields. 
He  made  of  it  a highly  improved  farm,  and,  after 
the  discovery  of  oil  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
there  were  several  wells  sunk  upon  the  place. 

• Mr.  Pope  was  married  at  Clyde,  Sandusky 
Co.,  Ohio,  in  1854,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Harriet  Allen,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  April 
3,  1837,  a daughter  of  Wells  Allen,  one  of  San- 
dusky county’s  prominent  citizens,  who  died  there, 
in  Madison  township,  December  27,  1852.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pope  were  born  ten  children — Jes- 
sie B.,  born  September  12,  1855,  now  the  wife 
of  L.  P.  Tribble,  of  Haskins;  Joseph  E. , born 
October  9,  1859.  a practicing  physician  of  Dun- 
bridge,  Ohio;  Fred  A.,  born  in  Middleton  town- 
ship, in  1862,  now  living  in  Bowling  Green;  Hat- 
tie, born  September  11,  1864,  wife  of  O.  Perry, 
of  Nebraska;  John  M.,  born  December  30,  1867, 
engaged  in  school  teaching;  Arch  A.,  born  De- 
cember G,  1870;  H.  Whittier,  born  July  14,  1S74, 
an  oil  operator;  Kent  M . , born  March  3,  1882, 
attending  school;  Ruby,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
one  who  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Pope  was  an  advocate  of  the  Republican 
party  and  its  principles,  a gentleman  of  sterling 
worth  and  thorough  reliability.  He  was  well 
liked  and  highly  esteemed,  and  in  his  death  the 
community  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens.  He 
passed  away  March  23,  1888.  His  widow,  a 
most  estimable  lady,  still  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead, which  she  is  carrying  on  with  the  assist- 
ance of  her  children. 

John  Ryder  (deceased),  in  his  day  one  of  the 
oldest  of  the  pioneer  agriculturists  of  Middleton 
township,  was  born  June  24,  1S17,  in  Yorkshire, 
England. 

!His  father,  Edwin  Ryder,  who  was  a native 
of  the  same  locality,  was  a stone  mason  by  trade. 
He  married  Miss  Margaret  Yeomans,  and  reared  a 
family  of  five  children:  |acob,  deceased;  John, 

our  subject;  Henry,  who  lives  in  England;  Joseph, 
■1  who  died  in  Huron  county,  Ohio;  and  Edward,  a 
resident  of  Liverpool,  England. 

Our  subject  had  but  nine  months’  schooling  in 


his  youth,  and,  at  twelve  years  of  age,  was  sent  to 
work  for  his  grandmother  for  his  board  and 
clothes.  At  seventeen  he  found  other  employ- 
ment at  eight  pounds  a year,  and  later  secured  a 
position  as  coachman  for  a ladv,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  1842,  when  he  came  to  America. 
He  spent  five  weeks  on  the  voyage  between  Liv- 
i erpool  and  New  York,  and  came  west  by  canal, 
locating  first  near  Oberlin,  Ohio.  He  had  learned 
his  father's  trade,  and,  finding  stone  masons  in  de- 
mand, he  worked  for  a short  time  at  that  business, 

1 and  then  moved  to  Huron  county,  and  bought 
: fifty  acres  of  land,  which  he  farmed  for  ten  years. 

; In  1 8 52  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  settled 
near  Hull’s  Prairie  on  120  acres  of  wild  land,  to 
which  he  afterward  added  forty  acres  more.  The 
entire  tract  is  now  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation, 

| with  an  extensive  orchard,  and  substantial,  com- 
: fortable  buildings. 

He  was  married  in  1850,  in  Huron  county,  to 
Miss  Betsey  Willington,  a native  of  England,  born 
April  7,  1S30.  She  came  to  Ohio  in  1841  with 
an  aunt,  who  settled  in  Huron  county,  where  her 
! father's  death  occurred.  At  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage she  and  her  mother  were  residing  in  Rich- 
| land  county,  where  the  latter  still  resides.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ryder  reared  to  adult  age  a family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  twelve  are  still  living, 
j Frank  is  farming  the  old  homestead;  Charlotte 
, married  Thomas  Barr,  of  Michigan;  Mary,  de- 
! ceased,  was  formerly  the  wife  of  Frank  Carter; 
Joseph  and  Thomas  are  both  farmers  in  Middle- 
ton  township;  Addie  married  B.  Carter;  Yinnie 
i married  Peter  Bowers,  a farmer  of  Middleton 
township;  George  and  Fred  are  both  farmers  near 
the  old  homestead;  Sarah  married  Lambert  Car- 
ter; Belle  resides  at  home,  and  is  now  teaching 
school;  James  is  working  at  the  tailor  trade;  and 
Libbie  married  Fred  Conklin,  a farmer  of  Perrys- 
burg  township.  Mrs.  Ryder  died  March  19,  1895. 
after  forty-five  years  of  happy  wedded  life,  leav- 
ing the  sweet  memory  of  a life  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  others. 

Mr.  Ryder,  whose  death  occurred  March  14- 
1896,  was  a man  of  broad  views  and  high  Chris- 
tian character,  and  liberal  in  politics.  After  h;s 
death  his  sons  Fred  and  Frank  moved  in  the  old 
home,  and  are  working  the  farm.  Mr.  Ryder  ' 
death  has  cast  a gloom  over  the  community.  The 
once  happy  home  is  broken,  the  children  have 
lost  a kind  father,  and  the  community  a kind  and 
generous  neighbor. 

J.  C.  Snyder,  M.  D.  In  no  profession  do<.  - 
1 a man  fill  such  a responsible  position  as  does  the 
physician.  He  not  only  carries  life  and  death  in 
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his  hands,  but  becomes  the  confidant  and  advisor 
of  his  patients,  holding  a nearer  relation  to  them, 
ofttimes,  than  the  members  of  their  own  families. 
A man,  to  succeed  in  this  line  of  work,  must 
possess,  not  only  knowledge  of  his  profession, 
and  skill  in  applying  that  knowledge,  but  must 
also  possess  a character  above  reproach,  and  a 
nature  capable  of  sympathizing  with  the  afflic- 
tions of  his  fellowmen. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  possesses  all  these 
qualifications,  and  besides  being  a scholarly  man, 
thoroughly  versed  in  medical  lore,  he  is  popular 
with  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaint- 
ance. Dr.  Snyder  was  born  in  Northumberland 
county,  Penn.,  April  3,  1853,  where  he  was 

brought  up  on  a farm,  and  attended  school  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  went 
to  California  for  his  health,  remaining  there  two 
years,  and  on  his  return  entered  the  University 
at  Lock  Haven,  Penn.,  taking  the  literary  course 
for  four  years,  and  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
B.  A.  He  then  entered  the  medical  department 
of  the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1881.  Subsequently  he 
took  a special  course  in  the  Medical  College  of 
Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  on  surgery  and  diseases  of  wo- 
men. He  then  went  to  Michigan,  where  he 
remained  four  years,  going  from  there  to  Osborne, 
Kans. , where  he  spent  the  succeeding  four  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  entered  Rush  Medical 
College,  Chicago,  from  which  he  took  his  de- 
gree in  1891.  Since  the  latter  date  Dr.  Snyder 
has  been  a resident  of  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
has  a large  general  practice,  and  also  makes  a 
specialty  of  surgery  and  gynecology.  He  has 
been  very  successful,  and  has  become  one  of  the 
prominent  physicians  of  the  county,  his  well- 
known  skill  and  thorough  knowledge  of  his  pro- 
fession gaining  for  him  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  while  his  genial  manners  and  sympathetic 
nature  make  him  many  warm  friends.  He  was 
married  in  Michigan  to  Miss  Abbie  Smith,  a na- 
tive of  Canada,  who  died  in  1888.  His  second 
wife  was  Miss  Annetta  Bainton,  who  is  still  liv- 
ing. They  hav'e  two  children:  John  B.  and 

Blanche  Ethel. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  S.  and 
Margaret  (Weiser)  Snyder,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed 
fanning,  and  is  now  living  in  Florence,  Mich  , 
at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-five  years.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of 
German  descent.  She  died  when  our  subject 
was  three  years  old.  Both  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  father 
was  a Republican.  Their  children  were  four  in 


1 number,  namely:  A.  \V. , residing  in  Kansas; 

W.  L. , deceased;  M.  L. , residing  in  Pennsyl- 
j vania;  and  J.  C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Henry  A.  Olds,  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  a farmer  in  Center  township,  was  born  in 
Litchfield.  Medina  Co.,  Ohio.  Februarv  28,  18.12. 
His  father.  Miles  Olds,  was  born  in  New  York,  in 
1813,  and  the  grandfather,  who  died  when  his 
son  Miles  was  only  nine  years  of  age,  was  one  of 
the  heroes  of  the  Revolution.  Miles  Olds  re- 
moved to  Medina  county  with  a familv  named 
Strate,  with  whom  he  continued  until  twenty- 
| three  years  of  age.  His  employer  then  gave  him 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  compensation  for  his  services, 
and  this  he  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. On  one  occasion  his  log  cabin  and  all  its 
contents  were  destroyed  by  fire.  In  1854  he  sold 
i that  farm  and  came  to  Wood  county,  purchas- 
! ing  100  acres  of  unimproved  land  in  Center 
township,  of  which  he  cleared  sixty  acres.  He 
built  thereon  a frame  dwelling  and  good  barn, 
and  planted  a two-acre  orchard.  For  several 
years  he  served  as  school  director  and  as  super- 
i visor.  He  was  married  in  Medina  countv,  in 
1841,  to  Olive  E.  Kibbe,  who  was  born  May  19, 

I 1826,  in  New  York.  They  had  three  children, 
the  eldest  being  Henry  A.  Andrew  was  killed  by 
I an  artillery  ball,  May  14,  1864,  while  serving  in 
the  Union  army.  Emily  is  the  wife  of  Milton 
! Ford,  a farmer  of  Oklahoma.  The  father  died 
July  15,  1894.  and  the  mother  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of  sixtv-nine. 

Henry  A.  Olds  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Medina  and  W ood  counties, 
and  worked  on  the  old  homestead  until  twenty 
j years  of  age,  when  he  began  life  for  himself,  be- 
ing employed  at  farm  labor  and  as  a mill  hand. 
In  1863,  with  money  he  had  earned,  he  puro.h  ised 
i forty  acres  of  timber  land  that  he  cleared  and 
improved.  He  also  added  to  it  fortv  acres,  and 
now  has  a valuable  property  of  eighty  acres,  on 
which  stands  substantial  buildings  and  all  the 
accessories  of  a model  farm.  He  eulisteo  in  the 
one-hundred-days'  service  at  Bowling  Green, 

I May  2,  1864,  as  a member  of  Com  pan  v C,  144th 
O.  \ . I.,  and  was  mustered  out  with  his  com- 
pany, August  31,  1864.  He  suffered  much  from 
i exposure  during  his  service. 

Mr.  Olds  was  married  in  Center  township, 
January  29.  1871.  to  Mary  Crom,  who  was  born 
November  30,  1845,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Crom, 
a farmer  of  Center  township.  The\  had  three 
children:  Wijiard,  born  March  4,  1873;  Lerov, 

born  February  15,  1870;  and  Elma,  who  was 
born  December  25,  1871,  and  died  July  28,  1872. 
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In  politics,  Mr.  Olds  is  a Republican.  He  served 
for  several  years  as  school  director,  and  for  six 
years  was  supervisor. 

William  J.  Errett  was  born  inGalion,  Craw- 
ford Co.,  Ohio,  February  26,  1863,  and  is  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  Melinda  (Schoemacher)  Errett, 
who  were  of  German  descent.  The  father  was 
born  in  Crawford  county,  in  1836,  and  the  mother 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  in  1841;  and 
in  the  latter  county  they  were  married.  The 
grandfather,  John  Errett,  was  a farmer  of  Gal- 
ion,  Ohio,  and  there  died  in  18S8.  He  was 
very  prosperous,  and,  besides  his  home  farm  of 
200  acres,  owned  1,300  acres  in  Henry  county. 
His  wife  died  in  May,  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  Their  children  were  Daniel;  Jona- 
than, a railroad  man,  of  Gabon;  Susan,  wife  of. 
John  Bessinger.  of  Gabon;  William,  overseer  in 
the  railroad  machine  shops  of  Gabon;  Jerry,  a 
farmer,  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio;  Xancv,  wife 
of  Daniel  Smith,  of  Crawford  county;  and  Iziah, 
a brakeman,  who  was  killed  on  the  railroad  De- 
cember iG,  1885. 

After  about  ten  years'  residence  in  Gabon,  the 
father  of  our  subject  came  to  Wood  county,  in 
1866,  settling  on  a one-hundred-acre  farm  in 
Liberty  township;  he  now  resides  on  a farm  of 
fifteen  acres  in  Plain  township.  William,  there- 
fore, was  reared  in  this  county,  and  pursued  his 
education  in  a school  built  on  land  donated  by 
his  father  for  the  purpose.  He  afterward  worked 
in  a sawmill  owned  by  his  father  for  about  fif- 
teen years,  and  also  aided  in  the  farm  work. 

Mr.  Errett  was  married  in  Liberty  township, 
February  26,  1885,  to  Viola  Belle  Levers,  who 
was  born  August  30,  1863.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  on  a rented  farm  of  forty  acres  in 
Weston  township,  and  afterward  rented  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  in  Liberty  township,  for  eight  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1891,  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  forty  acres,  which  is  a well-improved 
place.  The  children  of  the  family  are  Pearl 
May,  born  June  28,  1886;  Daniel  W. , born  Jan- 
uary 19,  1892;  and  one  child,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 18,  1894,  died  January  11,  1895.  Mr. 
Errett  is  a stalwart  Republican  where  matters  of 
national  policy  are  involved,  but  at  local  elections 
votes  independently  of  party  ties. 

Jerome  B.  McCutchen,  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Troy  township,  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Penn.,  May  24,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Catherine  (Shook)  McCutchen^  both  natives 
of  the  same  county.  By  trade  the  father  was  a 
stone  mason  and  a brick  layer,  and,  in  1856,  he 


j “ 

j emigrated  with  his  family  to  Troy  township, 

| Wood  Co.,  Ohio.  He  continued  to  make 
his  home  until  his  death  January  14,  1896.  at 
Stony  Ridge,  where  his  wife  departed  this  life 
September  12,  1888.  They  were  parents  of 

three  sons,  who  grew  to  maturity,  Jerome  B., 

| of  this  sketch,  being  the  eldest.  Samuel  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Day,  and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  at  Columbus,  Ohio;  like  so  many  brave 
boys,  he  laid  down  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his 
country,  being  killed  at  Franklin,  Tenn.  James, 

! who  became  a member  of  the  same  company  in 
1862,  and  served  throughout  the  war,  is  now  an 
engineer  for  'Mr.  Wagoner,  at  Stony  Ridge. 

In  the  common  schools  of  Franklin  county, 
Penn.,  Jerome  B.  McCutchen  acquired  his  edu- 
cation, and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  came  with  his 
parents  to  Troy  township,  Wood  county,  where 
; he  has  since  continuously  engaged  in  farming  and 
| school  teaching.  In  1861,  in  that  township,  was 
celebrated  his  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Fur- 
| ry,  a native  of  Lake  township,  this  county,  and 
; a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Butler  Fur- 
! ry,  who,  at  a very  early  day.  came  from  the  Key- 
stone State  to  Lake  township,  where  they 
passed  away.  Six  children  have  been  born  to 
: our  subject  and  his  wife — -Margaret  A.,  wife  of 
Eugene  C.  Calkins,  of  Stony  Ridge;  Elizabeth, 
who  died  in  1892;  Emma  J.  ; Samuel  A.;  Carrie 
M.,  wife  of  E.  H.  Williams,  of  Pemberville ; 
and  Charles  PI. 

With  the  exception  of  three  years,  Mr.  Mc- 
: Cutchen  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  since 
1 866,  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a 
creditable  and  acceptable  manner.  Politically 
he  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  twice  being  candidate 
of  that  party  for  probate  judge,  and  for  a num- 
; ber  of  years  held  the  position  of  town  clerk. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  Phoenix  Lodge  No. 
123,  F.  &.  A.  M.  For  forty  years  he  has  wit- 
I nessed  the  development  and  progress  of  the 
| county,  has  aided  materially  in  its  advancement, 
and  is  numbered  among  its  most  popular  and 
enterprising  men. 

William  Long,  who  is  a well-known  farmer 
of  Weston  township,  and  an  honoredv  eteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 
September  19,  1844. 

J.  B.  Long,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  1 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  October.  1^08. 
He  was  an  ordained  minister  in  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  spent  his  life  in  that  calling, 
and,  as  was  customary  in  many  cases  in  those 
! days,  also  carried  on  farming.  After  his  marriage 
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he  removed  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  from  thence 
to  Seneca  county,  and  subsequently  to  Madison 
township,  Sandusky  county,  in  which  latter  place 
he  made  his  home  for  thirty  years.  He  later  re- 
moved to  Center  township,  Wood  county,  and 
died  at  Gibsonburg  February  io,  1895.  He 
married,  in  1832,  Miss  Lyda  Fry,  who  bore  him 
ten  children,  as  follows:  Louisa,  wife  of  J.  F. 

Sampel,  residing  in  Sandusk}'  county;  Samuel, 
residing  at  St.  Louis,  Mich.;  Jacob  F. , residing 
in  Bowling  Green;  Daniel,  living  at  Bowling 
Green;  Rebecca,  wife  of  A.  B.  Garus,  residing  at 
Gibsonburg;  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
John  Wesley,  a farmer  of  Center  township,  Wood 
county;  Arcanus,  a farmer  of  Madison  township, 
Sandusky  county;  Michael  E.,  a farmer,  also  re- 
siding in  Madison  township;  and  Samantha  E. 
(Mattie),  wife  of  Charles  Pike,  of  Bowling  Green. 
The  mother  died  April  21,  1878. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  very  few  ad- 
vantages of  schooling,  and,  when  only  twelve 
years  old,  was  put  to  work  in  a sawmill,  where  he 
remained  some  four  or  five  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1864,  when  a young  man  of  eighteen,  he  en- 
listed, on  February  26,  1S64,  at  Fremont,  Ohio, 
in  the  3rd  O.  V.  C..  under  Col.  Siddal,  his  cap- 
tain being  Paul  Die!.  The  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war  Mr.  Long  participated  in 
over  fifty  battles,  some  of  the  more  prominent 
ones  being  those  of  Selma,  Jonesboro,  Lovejoy's 
Station,  siege  of  Atlanta,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Decatur,  Ala.,  and  Rome,  Ga.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  on  August  4,  1 S6 5 , at  Edgefield,  Tenn., 
and  returned  home.  His  health  was  so  feeble, 
owing  to  jaundice  contracted  in  the  army,  that  for 
a year  he  was  unable  to  engage  in  any  business. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  however,  he  became 
associated  with  one  of  his  brothers  and  G.  W. 
Smith,  in  a sawmill,  which  they  carried  on  for 
seven  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr.  Long  removed  to  Cen- 
ter township,  Wood  county,  and  purchased  thirty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  improved,  and  on  which 
he  lived  until  1S76,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought 
fifty-five  acres  on  the  middle  branch  of  the  Port- 
age river,  where  he  made  his  home  for  the  fol- 
lowing seven  years.  He  then  disposed  of  that 
property,  and  purchased  the  forty  acres  in  Wes- 
ton township,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Mr.  Long  was  married  November  7,  1S69,  at 
New  Rochester,  to  Naomi  Decker,  and  eight  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them:  Alwilda,  after 

six  years  spent  in  teaching  school,  became  the 
wife  of  J.  F.  Werner,  a sergeant  in  the  Regular 
army,  Third  Cavalry  Regiment,  stationed  at  Jef- 


| ferson  Barracks,  Missouri,  but  is  now  honorably 
! discharged,  and  living  in  Portage,  Ohio;  Clarence 
W.  taught  school  two  years  previous  to  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Maud  Gooch,  but  now  has  a gen- 
eral store  at  Lacota,  Mich.,  and  is  assistant  post- 
I master,  Mrs.  Long  being  the  postmistress  at  that 
! place;  Ernest  E.  attends  school  in  the  winter,  and 
! assists  his  father  on  the  farm;  Lula  and  Walter, 
aged  eleven  and  nine  years,  respectively,  are  at 
j home  and  attending  school;  Viola,  Mabel,  and 
1 Mamie,  all  died  when  children.  Mr.  Long  fol- 
lows in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  in  Church  work, 

| having  been  elder  in  the  Church  of  the  Saints  for 
the  past  seven  years,  and,  whenever  called  upon 
I to  go  out  to  preach,  does  so,  his  motto  being, 

| “ Bear  the  cross,  and  wear  the  crown.”  He  is 
a trustee  of  Grovehall  Church,  and  its  elder,  and 
is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  In  poli- 
tics he  belongs  to  the  Prohibition  party,  and  car- 
ries out  its  principles  in  his  daily  life,  never  hav- 
! ing  used  tobacco  or  intoxicating  liquors.  He  is 
! an  honest,  industrious  man,  and  a most  worthy 
' citizen. 

Samuel  Muir,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
respected  pioneers  of  Wood  county,  was  born  in 
Whiteburn  Parish,  Scotland,  August  15,  1822. 

His  father,  John  Muir,  a native  of  the  same 
j parish,  married  Mary  Prentice,  and  in  1832 
brought  his  family  to  America.  The  youngest 
child,  Mary,  died  in  Scotland;  of  the  seven  others, 
four  are  still  living.  William  and  James  are  both 
now  deceased;  Frances,  deceased,  married  James 
! Shanks;  Jane  is  the  widow  of  Robert  Dunipace; 
Samuel  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Margaret 
married  John  Fenton;  and  John  is  a letired  farm- 
er living  in  Bowling  Green.  The  little  party, 
were  five  months  making  the  journey  to  Wood 
county.  On  arriving,  John  Muir  entered  105 
acres  of  land  in  Perrysburg  township,  which  he 
sold  three  years  later  to  buy  960  acres  in  Wood 
county,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

| He  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his 
community,  and  for  twelve  years  held  the  office  of 
I township  treasurer.  He  was  a member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  our  subject 
i also  belongs. 

Samuel  Muir,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
only  ten  years  old  when  he  came  to  Wood  coun- 
: t}r.  He  had  attended  school  in  Scotland  for  a 
; few  years,  but  the  circumstances  of  pioneer  life 
! were  not  favorable  to  study,  and  his  time  was 
i mainly  spent  in  helping  to  clear  and  improve  the 
1 farm.  At  first  the  squirrels,  wolves,  (.leer,  coons, 
and  wild  turkeys  were  so  thick  that  a constant 
watch  was  necessary  to  protect  their  grain. 
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About  1850  he  sold  his  possessions  with  the  in- 
tention of  going  to  Oregon,  but  he  changed  his 
mind, and  bought  another  farm  in  Webster  town- 
ship, near  Scotch  Ridge,  and  made  for  himself  a 
permanent  home.  Mr.  Muir  was  married  Au- 
gust 24,  1843,  Scotch  Ridge,  to  Miss-Maiinda 
Loomis,  a native  of  Medina  county,  Ohio,  born 
May  25,  [826.  Eleven  children  were  born  to 
them,  whose  names  with  date  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: John,  September  24,  1844,  enlisted  in 

Company  A,  iOOthO.  V.  I.,  and  died  a prisoner, 
February  18,  1S63;  Maria  R.,  April  2,  [846.  is 
deceased;  William  B.,  January  22,  1848;  George, 
June  5,  1850;  Samuel,  December  8,  1S52;  Mary, 
August  31,  1855;  James  L. , September  S,  1857; 
Jane,  September  3,  1861,  is  deceased;  Fanny,  Au- 
gust 14,  1865,  is  deceased;  Anna,  September  14, 

1 866;  and  Ella  F.,  June  6,  1871,  who  was  mar- 
ried September  4,  1888,  to  Charles  South,  and 
has  two  children,  Floyd  H.,  born  January  28, 
1890;  and  Samuel  Irvin,  born  August  24,  1891. 

Mrs.  Muir  died  in  1893,  deeply  mourned  by 
all  who  knew  her  as  a loving  wife  and  mother, 
and  kind  friend.  In  politics  Mr.  Muir  is  a Re- 
publican, one  of  the  leading  workers  of  the  party 
in  his  vicinity,  and  he  has  been  assessor  for  nine 
years. 

Ira  C.  Taber,  a well-known  lawyer  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Taber  & 
Painter,  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  young,  pro- 
gressive element  in  that  thriving  community.  He 
was  born  in  New  Rochester,  Freedom  township, 
October  6,  i860,  the  son  of  Nelson  D.  and  Sa- 
mantha M.  (Skeels)  Taber. 

His  father  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Oc- 
tober 24,  1824,  and  came  to  Ohio  in  early  man- 
hood, locating  first  in  Fulton  county,  where  he 
took  up  land,  and  then  in  Fostoria,  where  he 
worked  in  the  freight  office,  and  later  at  his  trade 
of  harness  maker.  Here  he  married  Miss  Saman- 
tha M.  Skeels,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
May  6,  1824,  and  in  1854  they  removed  to  a 
farm  in  Freedom  township,  where  three  children 
were  born  to  them:  Our  subject;  Mary  E.,  born 

November  22,  1862,  died  October  18,  1886;  and 
Nellie,  who  died  in  infancy.  Nelson  Taber  sold 
his  farm  in  1882,  and  has  since  resided  in  Bowl- 
ing Green.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and, 
while  never  a politician,  he  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  all  public  movements. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Freedom  township  until  the  age  of  sev  mteen, 
when  he  entered  the  public  schools  of  Bowling 
Green,  graduating  in  1882.  He  immediate!)  be- 
gan the  study  of  law,  in  the  office  of  Frank  A. 


! Baldwin,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  afterward  fin- 
: ished  his  course  in  the  Cincinnati  Law  School, 
i from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1885.  He  then 
| returned  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he  “hung  out 
j his  shingle,”  and  now  has  a fine  civil  practice, 

I with  a record  of  success  in  his  cases,  which  is  the 
best  guarantee  for  future  business.  I11  Decem- 
j ber,  1895,  he  associated  with  C.  R.  Painter  in 
the  practice  of  law,  the  style  of  the  firm  being 
Taber  & Painter. 

On  August  30,  1862,  he  married  Miss  Adelia 
Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Wood  county,  and 
they  have  three  children:  Merle,  Marie,  and 

Melva.  He  and  his  accomplished  wife  are  prom- 
inent members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  takes 
i an  active  part  in  many  local  business  enterprises, 
j and  was  for  a time  interested  in  oil  producing. 
He  is  now  counsel  for  the  National  Supply  Co., 
whose  head  offices  are  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  Pitts- 
burg, Penn.  It  is  engaged  in  supplying  the  oil 
fields  of  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana and  Kansas.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican, and  fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. , in  which  he  has  been  through  the 
I chairs,  and  also  the  Encampment. 

Lester  A.  Petteys.  Among  the  well-known 
and  greatly  respected  pioneers  of  Weston  town- 
1 ship,  who  have  won  success  and  independence 
through  their  individual  efforts,  none  is  more  de- 
: serving  of  praise  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  December  6,  1850,  on  the  family 
homestead  in  Weston,  the  son  of  David  anil 
Huldah  (Bassett)  Petteys. 

David  A.  Petteys,  the  father  of  our  subject, 

! was  born  in  New  York,  and  when  a boy  came  to 
Huron  county,  where  he  followed  the  occupation 
ol  a farmer.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Huldah 
A.  Bassett,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them: 
Lester  A.,  our  subject;  Alice,  the  wife  of  David 
Gundy;  Albert  N.,  who  is  a fanner  in  Washing- 
ton township;  David,  Jr.,  a farmer  in  Weston 
township;  and  one  child  that  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Petteys  moved  to  Weston  township.  Wood 
county,  in  1S4S,  where  he  bought  136  acres  of 
land,  which  he  improved  and  lived  on  until  1870, 
when  he  gave  up  active  business  and  removed  to 
Tontogany,  where  his  death  occurred  March  to, 
1886.  His  wife  still  survives  him,  and  lives  in 
Tontogany. 

Lester  A.  Petteys  was  reared  on  the  family 
homestead  and  attended  the  district  schools, 
securing  such  education  as  the  boys  of  those  a.  vs 
could  obtain.  When  his  father  left  the  farm, 
our  subject  rented  it,  continuing  so  to  do  until 
; two  years  after  his  father’s  death,  when  the  farm 
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became  his  by  right  of  purchase.  He  continues  | 
tM  reside  thereon,  and  has  improved  and  fitted  j 
„P  the  place,  until  he  has  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful homes  in  the  township,  with  all  the  latest 
improvements  in  the-  way  of  barns,  outhouses, 
Ctc.  His  reputation  as  a breeder  of  fine  Jersey 
cattle  has  spread  throughout  the  county. 

On  September  30,  1873,  Mr.  Petteys  was  ! 
married  in  Weston  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Walters,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  Walters,  of  Weston 
township.  Of  this  union  two  children  have  been 
born:  LulaE.’,  December  11,  1876,  and  Howard 

L.,  May  5,  1S82.  Our  subject  is  a Prohibition- 
ist in  politics,  and  has  been  clerk  of  the  board  of 
education  four  years.  He  is  a firm  adherent  of  i 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  to  which  he  is  a 
liberal  contributor.  He  is  unassuming  in  de- 
meanor, genial  and  affable  by  nature;  progressive 
in  thought  and  action,  and  is  well-read,  keeping 
abreast  of  the  times  by  a judicious  reading  of  all 
that  is  the  best  in  current  literature  of  the  day. 

Henry  Rideout  is  pleasantly  located  on  a 
fine  farm  of  fifty-three  acres  in  Ross  township. 
The  improvements  which  we  see  to-day,  have  I 
been  effected  by  his  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, and  he  has  brought  the  soil  to  a fine  state 
of  cultivation.  The  farm  buildings  are  neat  and 
substantial,  and,  with  their  surroundings,  present  j 
the  picture  of  the  complete  country  home,  where 
peace  and  plenty  abound.  P'pon  this  place  he 
has  made  his  home  since  1880. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Rideout  occurred  in  Oregon 
township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1852,  and  he  is  a 
son  of  Janies  and  Julia  E.  (Brown)  Rideout.  His 
father  was  born  in  England,  but,  when  only  nine 
years  of  age,  came  with  his  father,  Isaac  Ride- 
out, to  Ohio,  first  locating  at  Massillon,  but  aft- 
erward coming  to  Perrysburg  township,  this 
county,  where  the  father's  death  occurred.  In 
1849,  in  Oregon  township,  Lucas  county,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  and  there  the  father  secured  a farm  for 
$1.25  per  acre,  to  the  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  which  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention. 

In  1864  he  joined  the  Union  army,  becoming  one  j 
of  the  “one-hundred-days’  men.”  He  held  the 
office  of  assessor  of  Oregon  township,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1867.  His  widow  now  makes 
her  home  in  East  Toledo,  Ohio.  A record  of 
their  children  is  as  follows:  Carolina  died  in 

Oregon  township.  Henry,  the  subject  proper  of 
tin’s  sketch,  is  next  in  order  of  birth.  James 
died  in  Oregon  township.  Mrs.  Jessie  Brown  is  1 
l'v>ng  in  East  Toledo.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  j 
Edward  Hicks,  of  Ross  township,  this  county. 


On  leaving  the  home  farm,  our  subject  was 
employed  for  nearly  six  years  by  K.  Eggleston, 
after  which  he  canle  to  his  present  farm.  In 
Ross  towmship,  in  1876,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Rideout  and  Miss  Alice  Coy,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Rebecca  (Packer)  Coy,  the 
former  a native  of  England,  and  the  latter  of 
New  York.  Her  parents  were  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  Ross  township,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Nine  children  have  been  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife — James,  Bertha,  Alice  (de- 
ceased in  1 SS 1 ) , Harvey,  George,  Emma,  Clar- 
ence (deceased  in  1889),  and  Ray  and  Roy, 
twins. 

Industry  a-nd  shrewd  common  sense  have  been 
important  factors  in  the  success  of  Mr.  Rideout, 
and  he  has  been  identified  with  much  of  the  de- 
velopment and  upbuilding  of  Ross  township. 
He  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  Democratic  princi- 
ples, and  has  served  as  constable. 

Jerome  H.  Hill  is  a native  of  Allegany 
county,  N.  Y. , born  in  1856.  His  father,  born 
in  the  same  State  in  1835,  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  received  good  educational  privileges.  He 
was  married  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
Acese’n  Gail,  and  fora  short  time  resided  in  Ma- 
chias,  N.  Y. , but  soon  removed  to  Delavan,  in 
the  same  county,  then  known  as  Yorkshire  Cen- 
ter, wrhere  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
He  was  a prominent  citizen,  taking  an  active  part 
in  public  affairs,  and,  for  sixteen  years  prior  to  his 
death,  he  served  as  highway  commissioner.  He 
died  in  1S91 ; his  widow  is  still  living  in  Delavan. 
They  had  six  children — Jerome  H. ; Jessie,  widow 
of  Phillip  Hooper,  Frank  E.,  a fireman  at  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y. ; Lillian,  wife  of  George  E.  Pierce,  of 
Delavan,  N.  Y.  ; Myron,  a lumberman  of  Wis- 
consin; and  Charles,  an  oil  man,  of  Montpelier, 
Indiana. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Dela- 
van, N.  Y.,  and  there  acquired  his  education. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left  the  school  room  and 
began  working  in  his  father’s  lumber  yard,  being 
thus  engaged  until  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
w hen  he  wrent  into  the  oil  fields  of  McKean  coun- 
ty, Penn.  While  thus  employed  he  returned  to 
Delavan,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Adella  M.  Bull, 
who  wras  born  in  New  York,  January  20,  1S69. 
He  then  took  his  bride  to  the  home  which  he  had 
previously  established.  Her  death  occurred  there 
in  1886,  and  a year  later  Mr.  Hill  came  to  Ohio, 
living  in  Findlay  for  about  eighteen  months.  In 
J une,  1 889,  he  came  to  Wood  coun  tv , and  assumed 
charge  of  the  Ohio  Oil  Company's  interests,  in 
Sections  28,  29  and  33,  Liberty  township. 
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On  the  1 2th  of  April,  1890,  in  Findlay,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Hill  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Rosa  M.  Phillips,  who  was  born  in  Pe- 
terborough county,  Canada,  October  27,  1864,  a 
daughterof  James  M.  and  Zilpha  (Hoard)  Phillips, 
the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of 
Canada.  They  were  married  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 
Mrs.  Hill  was  six  months  old  when  her  parents 
located  in  Titusville,  Crawford  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
was  a maiden  of  fourteen  when  they  went  to  An- 
dover, New  York.  In  1888,  they  came  to  Han- 
cock county,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  now  resides 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hill.  Her  father  is 
in  Elkhart  county,  Ind.,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business.  In  the  Phillips  family  were 
the  following  members — Ida,  wife  of  Jefferson 
Brewster,  of  Andover,  N.  Y. ; Nettie,  wife  of 
George  Delcomp,  of  Liberty  township;  Emma, 
wife  of  Abraham  Sealy,  of  Pembervilie,  Ohio; 
Charles,  an  oil  man,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Hill;  Earl,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years; 
and  Lola,  wife  of  Bradly  Keen,  of  Findlay, 
Ohio. 

By  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Hill  had  three  children, 
but  Earl  and  the  second  child  died  in  infancy,  and 
May  L.  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  There 
is  one  son  by  the  second  marriage,  Cassius  Myron, 
born  December  30,  1890.  Upon  his  second  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Hill  located  on  his  farm  of  sixty  acres, 
which  he  has  since  greatly  improved,  making  it 
one  of  the  valuable  and  desirable  country  homes 
in  Liberty  township.  He  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  at  an  early  age,  and  diligence,  enterprise 
and  a laudable  ambition  have  been  the  important 
factors  in  his  success,  In  politics,  he  is  a stalwart 
Republican. 

William  Werner.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Brunswick,  Germany,  February  19, 
1842,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  Werner,  who  died  in 
Germany  of  Asiatic  cholera,  was  a shoemaker  by 
trade,  and  left  his  widow  in  fairly  good  circum- 
stances. Six  children  were  born  to  them  : Will- 
iam, Fred,  Theo,  Henry,  Charles,  and  Caroline,  j 
Mrs.  Werner  came  to  the  United  States  in  1 S 5 4 
with  her  children;  the  daughter  had  married  in 
Germany,  but  came  with  her  mother,  and  located 
at  Albany,  N.  Y. , where  she  now  lives.  The  trip 
to  America  was  made  in  a sailing  vessel,  and  oc- 
cupied forty  days.  Their  destination  was  Mis- 
souri, where  Mrs.  Werner  had  an  uncle;  but  on 
reaching  Norwalk,  Huron  county,  their  money  , 
gave  out,  and  they  were  obliged  to  stop  there. 
Mrs.  Werner  rented  property  in  that  city,  and  ' 
Henry  went  to  Missouri,  where  he  entered  land 
in  Franklin  county,  and  was  joined  later  by  his  i 


mother,  Theo,  the  youngest  child,  leaving  our 
subject  and  Frederick  in  Norwich. 

Upon  being  left  to  his  own  resources,  Will- 
iam secured  employment  with  a Mr.  Redfield,  a 
railroad  contractor,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
two  years,  receiving  his  board  and  clothes,  and 
his  first  English  schooling.  During  this  time  he 
had  saved  some  money  earned  by  driving  cows  to 
pasture;  and  with  that  took  his  brother  Fred  with 
him  to  Missouri,  where  they  joined  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  in  Franklin  county.  Our  subject 
took  up  the  tinner’s  trade,  and  served  a two- 
years’  apprenticeship  thereat.  His  work  con- 
sisted in  putting  up  spouting  along  the  Missouri 
& Pacific  railroad,  and  he  was  often  obliged  to 
sleep  out  on  the  prairie.  He  became  very  ill,  and 
his  employer,  thinking  he  was  dead,  hired  another 
man  in  his  place,  thus  throwing  him  out  of  his 
position.  He  secured  work  as  a dry-goods  clerk 
i for  a time,  and  in  the  winter  of  1859-60  his 
mother,  and  two  brothers,  Theo  and  Fred,  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  and  located  in  Fostoria.  Thev 
! secured  work,  and  remained  there  until  the  spring 
of  1S61,  when  they  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war,  the 
mother  going  to  Albany,  N.  Y. , to  live  with  her 
daughter  until  the  close  of  the  conflict,  returning 
then  to  Fostoria,  where  she  died  in  1S80. 

On  October  16,  1861,  our  subject  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  55th  O.  V.  I.;  Fred.,  Theo.  and 
i Charles  enlisted  in  the  49th  O.  V.  I., and  Henry 
in  a Missouri  Battery,  M,  and  all  served  full  terms 
I of  enlistment,  ail  coming  home  alive.  William's 
regiment  was  organized  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  its 
■ captain  being  A.  S.  Bement,  and  was  sent  to 
j New  Creek,  W.  Va. ; their  first  fight  was  at 
I Morefield,  W.  Va.  Our  subject  remained  with 
1 the  regiment  until  his  discharge,  suffering  numer- 
ous minor  mishaps,  but  was  never  absent  from 
duty.  After  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of 
service  he  veteranized,  and  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1865.  Returning 
to  Fostoria,  he  was  employed  as  a dry-goods 
clerk  with  the  firm  of  Foster,  Olmstead  & Co., 
with  whom  he  stayed  seven  years. 

On  June  10,  1869,  Mr.  Werner  was  married 
in  Fostoria  to  Miss  Jane  Brandeberry,  who  was 
born  August  25,  1848,  in  Perry  township,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Nancy  (Fish)  Brandeberry.  Mr. 
Werner  had  saved  some  money  from  his  army 
pay,  and  this,  with  his  salary,  enabled  him  to 
secure  the  home,  the  first  one  of  his  own  since 
he  left  Germany,  in  which  he  and  his  wife  went 
to  housekeeping  in  Fostoria.  Failing  health 
caused  by  his  confinement  to  business  compelled 
him  to  give  up  his  position  in  thestore,  and  in  March, 
1872,  he  returned  to  Perry  township,  where  he 
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■ ivcu  for  a time  on  a farm  of  his  father-in-law. 
On  April  7,  1875,  he  moved  to  his  present  farm, 

1(J  Section  15,  which  was  the  first  farm  he  had 
,-ver  owned.  It  consisted  of  seventy-five  acres 
of  land  along  the  Perrysburg  road,  on  which  was 
a log  house,  and  they  lived  in  that  during  the 
erection  of  their  elegant  brick  house,  which  they  ; 
occupied  in  the  fall  of  1875.  Mr.  Werner  now 
owns  over  140  acres  of  land,  and  has  erected  all 
the  buildings  on  the  farm.  He  and  his  wife  are  ; 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Minnie 

M.,  born  May  20,  1874;  Isaac  W. , born  April 
1 r , i8S6;  Ruby  L. , born  March  24,  1891;  five 
children  died  in  infancy.  Our  subject  has  always 
been  a Republican,  and  has  served  three  terms 
as  township  clerk,  resigning  during  his  third 
term,  has  also  served  two  terms  as  school  direct- 
or. He  is  a member  of  Norris  Post.  G.  A.  R., 
at  Fostoria,  and  with  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
held  the  office  of  steward,  class  leader,  and  re- 
cording steward.  Mr.  Werner  is  included  in  the 
State  roster  of  soldiers  from  Wood  county,  but 
really  belongs  to  Seneca  county.  He  was  in 
Missouri  during  the  Kansas  trouble  (when  it  was 
not  safe  to  proclaim  oneself  an  Abolitionist),  and 
saw  scores  of  armed  men  going  west  “to  kill  Jim 
Lane’’  (so  they  said).  He  also  distinctly  remem- 
bers one  particular  night,  when  the  Democrats 
had  a torchlight  procession,  and  how  he  and  his 
brothers,  Fred,  and  Theo.  accidentally  interfered 
with  their  transparencies  while  the  procession 
turned  in  “to  join  ” (take  a drink),  and  how  the 
brothers  went  into  hiding  for  a few  days. 

A.  C.  Erskine,  a prominent  resident  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  is  descended  from  a family  long  fa- 
mous in  the  history  of  Scotland.  In  the  year 
1720,  two  younger  brothers  of  Lord  Erskine,  of 
Edinburgh,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Bos- 
ton. One  of  these  brothers,  James,  died  young; 
the  other,  John,  had  a son  John  (2),  who  was  our 
subject’s  great-grandfather.  His  son.  John  (3), 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolut  ionary  war  under  General  Stark;  and 
took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Bennington, 
Lexington  and  Yorktown. 

Our  subject's  father,  Salmon  Erskine,  was 
born  at  Warwick,  N.  H..  in  1785.  He  married 
Betsey  Hastings,  who  was  born  in  Barre,  Mass., 
in  1789,  and  settled  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  engaged  in  business  as  a mechanic.  He  was 
a man  of  great  physical  strength  and  active 
mentality,  and  always  took  a leading  place  among 
his  associates.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and,  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  his  shop  1 


j happened  to  be  situated  between  the  opposing 
| armies  and  was  shot  to  pieces.  When  he  was  re- 
lieved from  service  he  moved  his  family  to  Mid- 
dle bury,  Vt. , and  then  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. , 
traveling  over  the  mountains  in  a one-horse 
wagon  which  contained  all  his  earthly  possessions. 
Later  he  removed  to  Otsego  county,  X.  Y., 
where  he  spent  his  last  days.  His  wife  died,  and 
four  years  afterward  he  also  departed  this  life. 
Both  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Of  their  seventeen  children,  all  but  one 
lived  to  maturity,  and  ten  are  still  living.  Their 
names  in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Edward, 
deceased;  Amasa,  deceased,  formerly  a resident 
of  New  York;  Salmon,  living  in  Oswego  countv, 
N.  Y. ; Eliza  (Mrs.  Seth  Dunbar);  Phcebe,  Mrs. 
Henry  Chantney;  A.  C.,  our  subject;  John;  Ma- 
tilda, Mrs.  Wm.  Hathaway;  Betsey,  Mrs.  C.  Nor- 
ris; Sarah,  Mrs.  Edward  Norris  Hastings,  a resi- 
dent of  Oswego  county,  N.  Y.  ; Charles,  who 
mysteriously  disappeared:  Cyrus,  living  in  Os- 
wego county;  Alonzo,  who  lost  his  life  in  defense 
of  the  Lmion,  at  Baton  Rouge,  La. ; Azubia,  de- 
ceased; Caroline,  deceased  in  youth;  Sarah  and 
Susan. 

A.  C.  Erskine  was  born  near  Richfield  Springs, 
N.  Y. , February  3,  1819.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  came  to  Ohio,  and  took  charge  of  a live-stock 
farm,  holding  no  communication  with  his  family 
for  seven  years.  Pie  then  returned  home  and 
went  to  school  for  three  years  in  the  Rensselaer 
(now  Mexico)  Academy,  at  Mexico,  X.  Y.  In 
1 846  he  located  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  lived  for 
seven  years,  after  which  he  spent  fourteen  years  in 
New  York  State  before  coming  to  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  in  1867.  Here  he  lived  upon  a farm  in 
Plain  township  for  fourteen  years,  and  then 
moved  to  his  present  residence  in  Bowling  Green. 
He  was  married,  in  1847,  to  Miss  Louise  Emer- 
ick,  a native  of  New  York  State,  who  died  in 
1881  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  They  had  four 
children:  (1)  Charles,  married  Louisa  Evers,  and 
has  one  son — Clarence;  (2)  Emmett,  who  en- 
listed in  Battery  G,  1st  X.  Y.  Artillery,  and  died 
in  the  army;  (3)  Emma,  deceased,  formerly  the 
wife  of  Charles  Place,  of  Bowling  Green;  and 
(4)  Fred,  deceased. 

Mr.  Erskine.  despite  his  advanced  age.  has 
excellent  health,  and  is  active  both  physically  and 
mentally.  At  the  age  of  seventy-two  he  made  a 
number  of  articles  of  furniture  for  his  new  home, 
which  are  models  of  fine  workmanship.  He  is 
an  inventor,  and  h is  handled  many  patent  rights 
for  himself  and  others.  His  latest  invention, 
which  he  considers  his  best,  is  a gas  generator,  in 
which  oil  is  utilized.  This  is  pronounced  by  ex- 
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perts  to  be  the  only  perfect  design  of  the  sort  in 
the  market.  Politically  Mr.  Erskine  is  a.  Repub- 
lican. 

Sam  Lane,  a representative  farmer  and  resi- 
dent of  Wood  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Green- 
field township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  February  6, 
1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses  and  Ruth  (Lun- 
brick-Goodenough)  Lane.  Mr.  Lane,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  where  he  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  continued  to 
follow  after  coming  to  America  and  settling  in 
Huron  county.  He  married,  in  that  county,  the 
widow  of  Robert  Goodenough,  and  they  had 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  died  while  young, 
the  others  being:  Sam,  our  subject;  Moses,  a 

farmer  in  Plain  township;  Ella,  wife  of  William 
Leverton.  Mr.  Lane  was  a clever  workman  at 
his  trade,  which  he  gave  up  after  coming  to  Wood 
county,  and  followed  farming  as  an  occupation. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  Hu- 
ron county,  and  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  in 
Wood  county.  Grandfather  John  Lane  lived  and 
died  in  England,  where  he  also  followed  the  trade 
of  a blacksmith. 

Our  subject  was  about  five  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county.  He 
grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  attended  first  the  dis- 
trict school,  then  went  to  the  high  school  at 
W eston,  Ohio,  and  finally  took  a course  of  com- 
mercial studies  at  a business  college  in  Toledo, 
Ohio;  thus  it  will  be  seen  that  his  educational 
advantages  were  much  above  that  of  the  average 
farmer's  boy.  He,  however,  determined  to  fol- 
low farming  as  an  occupation,  and  he  did  so  in 
a systematic  manner  He  now  has  182  acres  of 
land,  on  which  are  situated  three  oil  wells.  Mr. 
Lane  was  married  December  5,  18SS,  to  Netta 
I.  Hendricks,  who  M as  born  in  Plain  township, 
May  5,  1 866.  They  have  tw  o children — -Fred 
and  Ruth.  Mr.  Lane  is  a Republican,  a public- 
spirited  man,  and  is  much  respected  in  Wood 
county  as  a straightforward,  intelligent  citizen. 

Edward  Davis,  a highly  respected  agricult- 
urist residing  near  Grand  Rapids,  was  born  in 
England,  August  24,  1824,  a son  of  David  and 
Sarah  (Newell)  Davis.  It  is  seldom  that  one 
finds,  even  in  this  country,  which  boasts  of  its 
self-made  men,  one  who  has  made  his  way  to 
wealth  through  such  depressing  circumstances  as 
those  which  surrounded  our  subject  in  early  life. 

Edward  Davis  never  attended  school,  and  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years  was  sent  to  work  upon  a 
farm,  receiving  for  his  first  six  months’  labor  the 


same  employment  until  he  was  twenty-six  years 
old,  with  a small  increase  in  wages  each  year. 
In  1850  he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing 
| with  forty  dollars  in  his  pocket,  and  came  to  Erie 
| county,  where  he  worked  on  a farm  for  thirteen 
[ years,  remaining  the  entire  time  with  cue  em- 
ployer, and  saving  $1,300.  With  this  amount 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Weston  town- 
ship, the  greater  part  of  which  was  unimproved; 
to  this  he  later  added  fifteen  acres  more,  and 
cleared  and  improved  almost  the  entire  tract;  in 
1875  sold  this  farm,  and  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Grand  Rapids  township,  where  ne  still 
resides.  He  has  made  many  valuable  improve- 
ments, and  by  his  steady  industry  he  has  brought 
the  whole  to  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Davis  was  twice  married.  In  1S63  he 
was  united  to  his  first  wife,  Jane  Martin,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Martin,  a well-known  citizen  of 
Weston  township.  To  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: James  Waldo,  a farmer  in  Grand  Rapids 

township,  born  August  7,  1S66.  married.  May  21, 
1896,  Ivy  Reaker,  who  was  born  May  21,  1874; 
and  Seth,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Davis  died  in 
1866,  and  on  December  27,  1S68,  Mr.  Davis  mar- 
| ried  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Bassett,  who  was  born  March 
26,  1838,  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio.  To  them 
have  been  born  five  children:  Edward,  a farmer 

in  Grand  Rapids  township,  November  15,  1870, 
was  married  December  25,  1895,  1°  Ada  L.  Bar- 
ton, who  was  born  September  16,  1877  and  they 
have  one  child;  Mary  Esteila,  December  13, 
1872;  Howard  M.,  May  2f.  1875;  Bert  C..  March 
8,  1S79,  died  March  3,  1881:  and  Arthur  C.. 
born  March  17,  1883.  Mr.  Davis  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  although  he  never  seeks  political  of- 
fice he  gives  hearty  support  to  every  beneficial 
public  movement.  He  takes  special  interest  in 
educational  affairs.  Fie  is  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Grange,  and 
in  his  native  country  was  one  of  the  fraternitv  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

Alonzo  C.  Judson,  deceased,  who  was  a pio- 
neer coal  operator  of  the  Buckeye  State,  resided 
upon  a farm  near  Grand  Rapids.  He  was  born 
August  7,  1824,  in  Woodstock,  New  York. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  first 
of  the  American  line  was  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  New  England,  later  generations  ;n<  ving 
to  the  vicinity  of  Woodstock,  where  the\  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  Our  subject's  father.  A 
C.  Judson,  was  born  there,  and  married  M:>s 
Sallie  Wilcox,  by  whom  he  had  thi 
Nathan,  Otis,  and  Alonzo  C.,  all  now  deceased. 
The  father  died  a few  years  after  his  marriage. 
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and  his  widow  was  married,  in  New  York,  to  Cle- 
ment Fay.  They  moved  to  Athens  county,  Ohio, 
of  which  he  was  a prominent  citizen.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a millwright. 

A.  C.  judson  enjoyed  the  usual  district  school 
advantages  of  the  American  youth  in  pioneer 
times,  his  active  mind  enabling  him  to  supple- 
ment this  by  reading  and  observation,  and  to 
acquire  a wide  range  of  information.  He 
learned  the  millwright's  trade  during  boyhood, 
but  on  reaching  the  mature  age  of  seventeen,  he 
engaged  in  coal  mining,  being  the  first  to  open 
the  well-known  Nelsonville  mines.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  a short  time  in  Henry  county,  where 
he  at  one  time  owned  a farm  of  forty  acres,  he 
continued  in  the  coal  business  until  1853,  when  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  bought  a tract  of 
ninety  acres  of  land  in  Grand  Rapids  township. 
This  he  sold  later,  and  bought  160  acres  from 
Henry  Kimberlin,  November  14,  1854,  upon 

which  he  made  extensive  and  valuable  improve- 
ments, including  fine  barns  and  a handsome  resi- 
dence, so  that  they  were  well  prepared  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  hard  labor  in  their  declining 
days.  About  1882,  feeling  the  approach  of  old 
age,  he  concluded  to  give  up  active  business,  and 
turned  the  management  of  this  beautiful  horns 
over  to  his  son  Horace  G. , with  whom  he  made 
his  home  until  death.  This  son  also  tenderly 
cared  for  his  mother  and  an  invalid  brother,  un- 
til the  reaper  of  death  called  them  home.  In 
1864,  Mr.  Judson  joined  the  one-hundred-days’ 
service  and  went  to  the  front,  but  was  relieved 
from  duty  because  of  an  injured  limb,  and  return- 
ing home,  he  sent  a substitute  at  the  suggestion 
of  George  Laskey. 

Mr.  Judson  was  married  February  it,  1847, 
at  Nelsonville,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Harriet  C.  Older, 
who  was  born  October  12,  1829.  Thirteen  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union:  Samuel  O. , born 
December  it,  1847,  died  March  16,  1869:  Alonzo 
C.,  born  February  26,  1849,  married  Elizabeth 
Looman,  and  has  seven  children;  William  Henry, 
born  August  C,  1850,  married  Miss  Sarah  E. 
I'ields,  and  they  have  one  child  (he  died  January 
*o,  1 S/6) ; John  Wesley,  born  February  24.  1852, 
died  June  25,  1895:  Lorenzo  Dow,  born  Novem- 
ber 29,  1854,  married  Harriet  E.  Carson,  Janu- 
ar.v  1887,  and  has  one  child,  Florence  S.. 

born  October  25,  1887;  Christopher  C.,  born 
September  30,  1836,  married  Loucina  Walters, 
February  9,  18S2,  and  has  one  son  Merl,  born 
August  5,  1890);  George  W.,  born  October  4, 
‘'57.  married  Miss  Louella  Basset,  June,  1S80 
he  died  January  6,  1892):  Horace  G.,  born  June 
-8,  1859,  was  married  March  16,  1882,  to  Miss 


I Lizzie  Weihl,  who  was  born  December  6,  1862, 

I and  they  have  two  children  (Gertrude,  born  May 
18,  1883,  and  Mabel,  born  February  10,  [886,1; 

; Joseph  R. , born  January  29,  1861,  married  Miss 
i Annie  Weihl,  November  3,  18S8,  and  has.  two 
children  (one  who  died  in  infancy,  and.  Elsie 
Maree,  born  June  26,  1893);  Mary  M.,  born 
March  4,  1S62,  married  Jay  Carson  October  2, 
1884,  and  they  have  three  children  .Vita  H.„ 
born  August  17,  1 8 S 5 ; Carrie  J.,  born  May  28, 
1889;  and  Alice  L. , born  June  3,  1895):  Thomas 
G. , born  Februarv  6,  1S64,  died  Aprii  2,  1864: 
Simon  C. , born  July  26,  1865,  married  Miss  Ella 
Walters,  and  has  three  children;  Cora  B.,  born 
June  25,  1867,  married  Dan  Ducat,  and  has  three 
children  /'Lula,  Bernard  and  Ray). 

Mrs.  Judson  died  January  14,  1891,  deeply 
lamented  by  her  family  to  whom,  as  a wife  and 
mother,  she  had  given  years  of  loving  devotion, 
and  by  a large  circle  of  friends  whom  her  rare  wo- 
manly qualities  had  won.  Her  husband  followed 
her  to  the  unknown  land  June  30,  1896.  She  and 
her  husband  had  long  been  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Judson  was 
for  many  years  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-schooi. 
In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  while  he 
did  not  seek  official  place,  he  wielded  great  in- 
fluence in  all  local  affairs,  and  was  a generous 
supporter  of  every  progressive  measure.  He  was 
honest  and  industrious,  always  dealing  fairly  with 
his  fellow  men.  Upon  his  death,  his  children 
found  that  deeds  of  his  lands  had  been  made  out. 
signed  and  acknowledged,  deeding  each  of  the 
children  twenty  acres  of  land  justly  divided.  His 
children  can  look  back  with  pride  upon  his  ex- 
emplary life,  and  should  they  follow  the  example 
mapped  out  bv  their  father's  life,  they  will  make 
no  mistake. 

Samuel  W.  Brunthaver  is  possessed  of  the 
true  Western  spirit  of  progress,  and  his  chief  char- 
acteristics are  industry  and  enterprise,  qualities 
which  are  alwavs  essential  to  success.  He  now 
follows  farming  in  Middleton  township,  and  his 
entire  life  has  been  spent  in  the  Buckeye  State 
He  was  born  in  Ballville  township,  Sand  i-ky 
countv,  August  18,  1853,  and  is  a son  of  Peter 
Brunthaver,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield  count  ' . 
Ohio,  February  9,  [823,  and  spent  the  dnvs  of 
his  childhood  and  youth  upon  his  parents'  farm 
All  his  life  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  a- 
a means  of  support.  From  his  native  c >uut\  he 
removed  to  Sandusky  county,  where  he  funned 
1 to  acres  of  land  and  reared  his  family.  Ju!\  4 
1S47,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  loledo,  Ohio, 
with  Miss  Mary  Jane  Cook,  a native  of  Ri  aland 
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county,  born  March  2,  1827,  and  to  them  were 
born  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely:  Charles,  Samuel  W.,  Orin,  Frank,  and 

Minnie.  The  father  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
while  living  in  Fremont,  in  .April,  1891,  and  his 
wfife  died  in  1893. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  begins  this  sketch 
was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads, 
working  in  the  fields  through  the  summer  months, 
and  attending  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood in  the  winter.  When  twenty-seven  years 
of  age  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  located  in 
Middleton  township,  where  he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  only  twenty  of  which  had  been 
cleared  and  broken,  and  on  which  was  a small 
house.  He  has  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
farm  by  the  additional  purchase  of  forty  acres,  so  , 
that  he  now  owns  a valuable  tract  of  eighty  acres, 
of  which  the  entire  amount  is  under  cultivation, 
excepting  four  acres  in  timber..  He  has  erected 
thereon  a good  dwelling  and  barns,  and  has  added 
all  the  other  improvements  found  upon  a model 
farm  of  the  nineteenth  century.  To  some  extent 
he  has  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  has  climbed 
the  ladder  of  success  until  reaching  a position  of 
affluence. 

In  1883,  at  Bowling  Green,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Brunthaver  and  Miss  Annie 
Norton,  daughter  of  the  late  Michael  Norton,  of 
Middleton  township,  and  a member  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  his  social  affiliations  connect  him  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

John  C.  Peters  is  numbered  among  the  na- 
tive sons  of  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Morrow  county,  September  17,  1842.  When  a 
child  of  four  years  he  was  brought  by  his  parents, 
Abraham  and  Edith  (Runyon)  Peters,  to  Wood 
county,  and  he  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Henry  and  Bloom  townships,  his  first  teacher 
being  Phoebe  Bell,  a strict  disciplinarian.  He  1 
obtained  a good  education,  and  remained  at  home 
with  his  father  until  after  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  when,  in  May,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  161st  O.  V.  I.  From  Columbus  he 
went  to  the  front,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Cumberland  Gap  and  Winchester,  reaching  Har- 
per’s Ferry  July  4.  He  then  participated  in  the 
engagement  at  that  place,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  October,  1864. 

During  the  following  year  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  in  Charlotte,  Eaton  Co.,  Mich., 
and  then  returned  to  Wood  county,  working  on 
the  home  farm  until  his  marriage;  he  also 
followed  ditch  digging.  On  November  8,  1867, 


in  Henry  township,  he  wedded  Miss  Frances 
A.  Wilson,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  Peter  Freyman,  justice  of  the  peace.  She 
was  born  in  Yates  county,  N.  Y.,  July  14, 
1848,  and  is  a daughter  of  William  and  Mary 

| S.  (Kingsbury)  Wilson,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a weaver  by  trade.  Their  family  numbered 
five  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Peters;  Edward,  of 

Henry  township,  Wood  county;  Olive,  wife  of 
Michael  Henning,  of  North  Baltimore,  Ohio; 
Chester,  who  died  in  Tennessee,  in  1892;  Cassius, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  and  Charles,  a 
farmer,  of  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Peters  was  only  five 
years  of  age  when  she  accompanied  her  parents 
to  Ohio.  They  located  in  Hancock  county,  and 
in  1S64  came  to  Wood  county,  settling  in  Henry 
township,  where  they  resided  until  1874;  then  re- 
moved to  Tennessee,  where  the  father  still  makes 
his  home.  The  mother's  death  occurred  there 
in  August,  188S. 

Mr.  Peters  first  purchased  twenty  acres  of 
wild  land,  and  lived  in  an  old  plank  house,  18  x 24 
feet,  which  was  built  by  his  brother  William. 
After  a number  of  years  he  located  in  Hoytville, 
and  erected  the  first  business  house  in  that  town. 
He  then  embarked  in  merchandising,  which  he 
carried  on  for  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  the 
farm,  there  spending  three  years.  His  next  busi- 
ness venture  was  in  the  line  of  stave  manufactur- 
ing, purchasing  an  interest  in  the  factory  at  North 
Baltimore,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  two 
years.  He  then  again  returned  to  the  farm,  but 
later  removed  to  Michigan,  making  his  home  in 
Coleman  and  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  that  State.  In 
r SS 5 he  again  became  a resident  of  Henry  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1894  he 
purchased  property  in  North  Baltimore,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  a year.  He  now  owns  573 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  his  dwelling  stands 
upon  a forty-five  acre  tract,  while  upon  his  land 
are  twelve  good  oil  wells. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:  L.  Lunda,  born  April 

22,  1871,  and  died  January  24,  1S86;  J.  Eoren, 
born  September  9,  1S72,  and  married  Amanda 
Bartz,  of  Henry  township;  Mary  Edith,  born 
December  23,  1873,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  A. 
Rogers,  of  North  Baltimore;  Anna  Belle,  born 
July  20.  1876,  and  died  June  13,  1884:  Willie, 
born  [ulv  22,  1880,  and  died  eight  days  later. 

j J - ^ 0 . 

1 Bassett  Le  Roy,  born  September  2,  1881;  ami 
Claudie  Mearl,  born  October  28,  1884,  and  died 

| April  26,  1887. 

Mr.  Peters  i>  a stanch  “Free-Silver’  advo- 
cate, and  is  well-informed  on  the  political  issues 
of  the  day.  He  formerly  took  great  delight  in 
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hunting,  but  on  one  occasion  was  accidentally 
shot  by  a fellow  hunter,  fifteen  pellets  entering 
his  body.  His  life  has  been  well  spent,  and  lias 
gained  for  him  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  been  thrown  in  contact.  He  now  lives  in 
Hancock  county,  one  mile  south  and  one-half 
mile  west  of  Mt.  Cory. 

Andrew  J.  Knauss.  The  Knauss  family  has 
long  been  prominently  connected  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  county,  and  is  worthily  j 
represented  by  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
Plain  township,  January  27,  1864.  He  is  a son 
of  John  Knauss,  a well-known  resident  of  the 
county.  To  the  district  schools  near  his  home 
he  is  indebted  for  his  educational  privileges,  hav- 
ing pursued  his  studies  in  both  Center  and  Mid- 
dleton townships.  The  summer  months  were 
spent  in  work  upon  the  home  farm,  and  from  the 
time  that  he  was  old  enough  to  handle  the  plow 
he  worked  in  the  fields.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  left  the  parental  roof,  and  started  out 
in  life  on  his  own  account.  He  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  all  of  which  was  wild  and  unim- 
proved. With  characteristic  energy  he  began  its 
development,  has  divided  it  into  fields  of  con- 
venient size,  which  are  now  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  waving 
fields  of  grain  stand  a good  residence,  substantial 
barns  and  other  improvements. 

Mr.  Knauss  was  married  on  March  16,  1S87, 
in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  MaryB.  Pickering,  daughter  of  Robert 
Pickering,  a farmer  of  Middleton  township.  Her 
birth  occurred  September  5,  1865.  They  now 
have  two  interesting  children — Robert  f.,  born 
December  19,  1889;  and  Essie  M.,  born  May  19, 
1892.  His  parents  hold  membership  with  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  Mr.  Knauss  gives 
his  political  support  to  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party.  His  life  has  been  an  in- 
dustrious and  busy  one,  and  his  energies  have 
secured  to  him  a comfortable  home.  In  the 
county  where  he  has  always  lived  he  is  quite 
popular  and  has  many  friends. 

Lindvvorth  P.  Thomas  is  now  serving  as 
trusteeof  Middleton  township,  and  is  a public  spir- 
ited citizen,  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity and  its  advancement.  He  was  born  in 
Monroe  county,  Mich.,  July  27,  1843,  and  is  a 
son  of  Silas  and  Eliza  A.  (Beach)  Thomas,  both 
natives  of  New  York.  They  were  married,  how- 
ever, in  Michigan,  and  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Lindworth  P. ; Perry,  a 
carpenter;  Zachariah,  Malvina  and  Albert,  all  de- 


ceased; India,  the  wifeof  G.TT  Everett;  Gideon, 
a farmer  of  Plain  township;  Clara,  deceased;  and 
Clarence,  an  agriculturist  of  Plain  township.  The 
father  removed  with  his  family  from  Michigan 
to  Plain  township,  where  he  owned  and  operated 
a tract  of  land,  continuing  its  cultivation  until  his 
death.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  served 
as  trustee,  supervisor  and  school  director  in  Plain 
township.  Religiously  he  was  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church.  His  wife  has  also  passed  away. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  a log 
school  house  near  his  home,  and  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm  until  .twenty-four years  of  age,  when 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Middleton  township,  near 
what  was  called  Devil's  Hole.  This  was  all  cov- 
ered with  timber  and  water,  but  he  succeeded  in 
clearing  away  the  trees,  in  ditching  and  tiling  the 
place,  and  in  course  of  time  transformed  the  raw 
land  into  richly  cultivated  fields.  He  built  a 
good  house,  erected  a good  barn  in  1872,  and 
also  by  purchase  added  sixty  acres.  In  18S9  he 
exchanged  that  property  for  eighty-five  acres  of 
land  near  the  Maumee  river,  in  Middleton  town- 
ship, which  he  now  operates,  having  made  ex- 
cellent improvements  thereon. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  married  September  14, 
1869,  in  Center  township,  to  Lovina  M.  Noble, 
who  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York.  They 
have  two  children — Fannie,  wife  of  Royal  Dan- 
iels, a farmer  of  Middleton  township;  and  Noble, 
who  is  attending  school. 

Our  subject  has  done  effective  service  in  the 
interests  of  the  schools,  while  serving  as  school 
director  in  Middleton  township,  and  for  two  years 
has  been  a member  of  the  township  board  of  ed- 
ucation. He  served  as  road  supervisor  for  two 
years  in  Plain  township,  and  one  year  in  Middle- 
ton  township,  and  has  been  trustee  for  five  years. 
His  fellow  citizens  appreciating  his  worth  and 
ability,  have  thus  frequently  called  him  to  office, 
and  he  has  ever  discharged  his  duties  in  a capa- 
ble manner.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

Henry  Michael,  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
go-ahead  farmers  of  Portage  township,  is  a na- 
tive of  the  “Buckeye  State.”  born  August  11. 
1850,  near  Fremont,  Sandusky  county,  a son  of 
George  Michael,  who  is  a native  of  Germany, 
near  Alsace. 

When  nineteen  years  old  George  Michael 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  who 
located  near  Fremont.  Ohio.  Here  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Catherine  Matthias,  who  was  abo 
born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents  when  nine  years  old,  the  family 
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locating  in  Sandusky  county,  where  they  were 
pioneers.  Catherine  had  to  walk  four  miles  to 
school.  She  died  November  20,  1S94,  when  she 
was  seventy-three  years  old,  her  husband  pre- 
ceding her  to  the  grave,  November  1,  1S90, 

when  he  was  seventy-four  years  old,  and  they 
sleep  side  by  side  in  Oakwood  cemetery,  near 
Fremont,  Ohio.  Mr.  Michael  was  a self-made  : 
man,  working  forevery  acre  which  he  owned,  and 
he  improved  his  farm  of  fifty  acres,  until  it  was 
worth  $150  per  acre,  and  was  one  of  the  best  1 
places  in  the  vicinity.  He  and  his  wife  had  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Caroline  (Mrs.  Levi  Park- 

er), of  Sandusky  count)',  Ohio;  Phillip,  a lumber 
merchant,  of  Deshler,  Ohio;  George,  of  Fre- 
mont, Ohio;  Henry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  t 
John,  a farmer  of  Portage  township;  Mary  (Mrs. 
Reuben  Swartz),  of  Fremont,  Ohio;  Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  Henry  Thompson),  of  Sandusky  county;  | 
and  Charles,  who  is  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Sandusky  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael 
were  both  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
for  many  years.  He  was  originally  a Republic- 
an in  politics,  but  during  his  later  years  he  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  party.  He  held  the  office 
of  trustee  for  several  years  in  Sandusky  town- 
ship, but  was  not  a man  who  gave  much  time  to  ; 
public  affairs. 

Our  subject  received  such  educational  advan- 
tages as  the  district  schools  near  his  home  afforded. 
He  remained  at  home  until  twenty-two  years  old, 
receiving  a thorough  training  in  farm  work,  and 
also  working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  during  the 
season,  having  commenced  to  learn  the  same, 
under  Asa  Foster,  when  he  was  seventeen  years 
old.  After  his  marriage,  in  1873.  he  went  to 
Owosso,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  eight  months,  ; 
embarking  in  the  furniture  business;  but  as  he  did 
not  succeed  at  that  he  followed  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and  returned  from  Owosso  a poorer,  though 
wiser  man.  He  now  rented  a farm  in  Sandusky 
township,  Sandusky  county,  and  here  went  to 
work,  with  no  team,  no  implements,  no  capital 
of  any  kind,  his  only  possessions  being  the  furni- 
ture for  his  house.  In  Ottawa  county  he  soon  - 
bought  twenty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  paid 
$100,  and  after  working  this  farm  for  two  years 
he  sold  out,  and,  in  1878,  came  to  Wood  county, 
buying  fifty  acres  in  Section  24,  Portage  town- 
ship. This  land  was,  at  that  time,  almost  in  its 
primitive  condition,  the  buildings  were  very  poor, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  go  in  debt  to  the  amount 
of  $035;  but,  allowing  none  of  these  things  to  dis- 
courage him,  he  set  to  work  at  once,  and  has 
succeeded  in  acquiring  one  of  the  neatest  farm 
properties  in  this  section.  He  has  bought  more 


land,  and  now  owns  ninety  acres,  equipped  with 
good  buildings,  all  of  which  he  has  erected.  In 
1887  he  built  a comfortable  home,  in  keeping 
with  the  surroundings.  He  has  accumulated  all 
this  by  his  own  exertions,  and  his  life  ls  an  exam- 
ple of  what  industry  and  energy  can  accomplish, 
even  without  capital. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Michael 
was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Cookson,  of  Fremont, 
who  died  in  Sandusky  county,  January  15.  1891. 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  leaving  one 
child,  Mabel  G. , who  now  lives  in  Detroit,  Mich, 
For  his  second  wife,  our  subject  wedded,  in  1S82. 
Miss  Sarah  C.  Kratser,  a native  of  Sanduskv 
county,  whose  father,  David  Kratser,  came  from 
Pennsylvania.  Five  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  Mary,  Lottie  C.,  Laura,  Chester  H.  and 

Lucy,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Michael  are,  in  religious  connection,  members  of 
the  German  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  is  serv- 
ing as  trustee.  He  is  not  partisan  in  political 
affairs,  voting  for  the  man  best  fitted  for  office, 
without  regard  to  political  connection. 

C.  J.  Updegraff,  the  well-known  carpenter 
and  contractor  of  Portage  township,  was  born 
February  26,  1850.  in  Canton.  Ohio.  His  parents. 
Samuel  and  Caroline  f Becker)  Updegraff.  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  respectivelv. 
and  were  married  in  Ohio. 

When  our  subject  was  twelve  years  old  his 
father  died,  leaving  a family  of  seven  children 
with  but  little  to  support  them,  hence  they  were 
early  obliged  to  take  care  of  themselves.  C.  ] 
and  Henry  went  to  live  with  their  uncle,  Peter 
Kentz,  near  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  the  former  was  to 
remain  there  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  But. 
being  dissatisfied  for  many  reasons,  he  left  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  and  commenced  work  on  his 
own  account.  He  was  to  have  been  given  fair 
school  advantages,  as  he  had  attended  school  at 
Canton  only  a short  time;  but  his  schooling  was 
altogether  neglected,  and  he  attended  only  one 
term  after  he  was  sixteen.  With  no  capital,  and 
a scant  wardrobe,  he  set  out  for  himself,  com- 
mencing to  work  for  a farmer  at  five  dollars  per 
month,  and  he  continued  to  do  farm  work,  at 
various  places  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  until  early 
in  1871,  when  he  came  to  Wood  countv.  Here 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter 
under  W.  H.  Ferguson,  of  Perry  township,  dur- 
ing his  apprenticeship  receiving  $60  per  year, 
and  he  continued  with  Mr.  Ferguson  for  thru- 
years  gaining  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade 
which  he  has  ever  since  followed.  For  l went) 
years  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  carpen- 
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terir.g  and  contracting  on  his  own  account,  giving 
employment  to  several  men,  and  many  of  the 
best  houses  and  barns  in  the  county  stand  as 
monuments  of  his  skill.  He  is  a systematic, 
reliable  workman,  and  has  acquired  a reputation 
for  fairness  and  honesty,  which  could  only  be 
gained  by  satisfactory  work,  and  straightforward- 
ness in  all  his  dealings. 

On  May  23,  1874,  our  subject  was  married, 
in  Perry  township,  to  Miss  Hattie  M.  Pelton,  who 
was  born  October  6,  1856,  in  LaGrange  town- 
ship, Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Mary  J.  Pelton,  the  former  of  whom  is  now 
deceased,  the  latter  living  in  Eagleville,  Ohio. 
Albert  Pelton  was  born  in  New  York;  Mary  j. 
Elward,  his  wife,  was  born  March  15,  1822,  in 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  in  early  woman- 
hood was  married  in  Waterford  to  David  Smith, 
with  whom  she  set  out  for  the  United  States  sev- 
eral years  later.  He  was  buried  at  sea,  and  his 
widow  continued  alone  on  her  journey  to  New 
York  City,  where  a son,  Martin  D.,  was  born. 
Mrs.  Smith  subsequently  came  to  Ionia,  Mich., 
where  she  had  two  brothers  living,  and  supported 
herself  by  sewing  until  her  marriage,  at  that 
place,  to  Albert  Pelton.  Not  long  after  they  re- 
moved to  Perry  township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio, 
thence  to  LaGrange  township,  Lorain  county, 
and  thence,  in  1857,  to  Wood  county  again, 
where  Mr.  Pelton  died  in  1865.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  William  (deceased),  Hattie 

M.,  Charles  (deceased).  Franklin  J.  and  Lizzie 
E.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Updegraff  have  had  two  children 
— Orrin  W. , born  December  20,  1S75,  and  jesse 
R. , born  June  10,  1884,  both  of  whom  have  been 
given  all  the  advantages  of  good  schools. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Updegraff  located  on 
rented  property  in  Perry  township,  where  he 
afterward  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land, 
and  in  the  spring  of  18S0  he  removed  to  Bur- 
goon,  Sandusky  county,  where,  with  a partner, 
he  was  interested  in  the  building  of  a saw  and 
. grist  mill.  He  held  his  interest  in  this  concern 
ten  months,  but  the  investment  was  not  a profit- 
able one,  and  he  lost  almost  all  he  had  during  that 
short  time.  In  the  spring  of  rSS2  the  family 
removed  to  Eagleville,  here  purchasing  a house 
and  lot.  and  this  was  partly  paid  for  with  money 
which  Mrs.  Updegraff  had  saved.  In  1884  Mr. 
Updegraff  rented  a farm  in  Bloom  township,  and 
commenced  to  follow  agriculture  in  connection 
with  his  contracting  business,  in  which  he  has 
ever  since  engaged  to  some  extent.  In  the  fall 
of  1887  he  bought  the  eighty-acre  farm  in  Sec- 
tion 25,  Portage  township,  on  which  he  and  his 
family  now  reside,  this  being  part  of  the  * • Bis- 


bee  Farm."  During  his  busy  life  Mr.  Upde- 
| graff  has  become  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  Wood  and  Seneca  counties,  and  he 
! is  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He  and  his 
j wife  are,  in  religious  connection,  members  of  the 
U.  B.  Church;  in  politics,  he  is  a Republican, 
stanch  in  his  support  of  the  principles  of  his 
party,  but  not  an  active  politician. 

Peter  C.  Huber,  a young  man  of  rare  busi- 
ness skill  and  excellent  judgment,  was  born  in 
I Section  12,  Portage  township.  Wood  county, 

: September  15,  1862,  and  is  the  son  of  John  U. 

| and  Clarissa  (Fosterj  Huber.  During  his  boy- 
hood he  attended  the  district  schools  near  his 
home,  where  he  learned  rapidly;  but  when  still  in 
his  'teens  he  had  a severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever, 

| which  necessitated  his  learning  man)’  things  over 
! again.  Later,  he  was  a student  in  a business 
college  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  conducted  by  R.  H. 
j Davis,  on  Summit  street,  where  he  remained  for 
nearly  three  terms. 

On  leaving  the  school-room,  Mr.  Huber  be- 
gan life  for  himself  as  a peddler  and  clock  and 
watch  repairer,  traveling  through  Wyandot,  Han- 
cock, Crawford  and  other  counties  in  north- 
western Ohio.  He  sold  jewelry,  spectacles  and 
* photographic  work,  continuing  canvassing  at 
different  times,  and  carrying  on  that  business  for 
! awhile  in  Canada.  In  that  way  he  earned  enough 
capital  with  which  to  buy  three  acres  of  land 
I and  a sawmill  in  Portage  township.-  He  has 
I since  conducted  the  mill  with  good  success,  and 
also  engages  in  the  manufacture  of  cider,  jelly 
and  apple  butter.  He  thoroughly  understands 
I his  business,  having  been  familiar  with  mill  work 
since  boyhood.  A wide-awake,  energetic  busi- 
j ness  man,  his  success  is  well-deserved,  and  he  is 
! widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  com- 
| munity.  He  lives  with  his  mother  upon  the  old 
home  farm  in  Portage  township. 

Warren  W.  Hampton  is  a leading  business 
man  of  Dunbridge,  engaged  in  contracting  and 
; building,  and  is  also  the  efficient  and  highly  es- 
teemed postmaster.  He  was  born  in  Plain  town- 
ship, this  county,  May  29,  1850,  and  is  a son 
of  Joseph  Hampton.  He  pursued  his  education 
in  the  Hampton  district  school,  of  Plain  township, 
and  to  his  father  gave  the  benefit  of  his  services 
, on  the  home  farm  until  he  reached  man's  estate. 
He  then  began  learning  the  carpenter's  and  join- 
er’s trade,  which  he  followed  in  Michigan,  Tole- 
do, Bowling  Green.  Tontoganv,  Haskins  and 
Dunbridge,  Ohio.  In  1884  he  took  up  his  resi- 
: dence  in  the  latter  place.  Here  on  all  sides  may 
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be  seen  evidences  of  his  handiwork.  He  thorough- 
ly understands  his  business,  and  his  excellent 
workmanship  and  strict  adherence  to  straight- 
forward business  principles  have  secured  him  a 
liberal  patronage. 

In  Middleton  township,  July  26,  1879,  was 
consummated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hampton  and 
Miss  Melinda  Jackson,  who  was  born  in  Lake 
township,  June  12,  1861.  Their  children  are 
Maude,  born  July  14,  1 8 So ; Bernice,  born  Au- 
gust 8,  1882;  James,  born  March  17,  1884; 
Pearl,  born  January  20,  1S8S;  and  Cora,  who 
was  born  July  23,  1890,  and  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Hampton  has  frequently  been  called  to 
public  office  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  who  recog- 
nize his  worth  and  ability.  He  served  as  con- 
stable of  the  town  lor  three -years,  was  school 
director  for  one  term,  and  during  President 
Cleveland's  first  administration  served  as  post- 
master, from  1887  until  1SS9,  when  he  resigned. 
In  April,  1893,  he  was  again  appointed,  and  he 
administers  the  affairs  of  that  office  in  a manner 
creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  his  con- 
stituents. Socially,  he  is  a valued  member  of 
Middleton  Lodge,  No.  786,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Dunbridge,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to 
Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  381.  They  are  also  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Mrs.  Hampton  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Ladies 
Aid  Society.  Their  home  is  noted  for  its  hospi- 
tality, and  throughout  the  community  they  have 
a large  circle  of  friends. 

David  D.  Hanline.  It  is  eminently  proper 
that  one  whose  entire  life  has  been  passed  in 
Wood  county,  and  who,  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  has  been  identified  with  its  interests, 
should  be  represented  in  a volume  of  this  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Hanline  was  born  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, March  23,  1838,  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead of  his  parents,  David  and  Eve  (Rumler) 
Hanline.  In  his  early  childhood  he  suffered  an 
accident  that  for  sixteen  years  prevented  the  free 
use  of  his  left  leg,  and  in  consequence  made  his 
attendance  at  school  difficult.  He  attended  a 
subscription  school,  to  which  he  was  forced  to 
walk  two  miles,  through  a wet,  swampy  country. 
In  his  youth  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Mad- 
ison township,  Sandusky  county,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  became  familiar  with  the 
labors  of  a farm.  In  April,  1862,  he  purchased 
of  his  father  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  25, 
Freedom  township,  of  which  only  five  acres  had 
been  cleared,  while  not  a building  stood  on  the 
place.  He  at  once  began  to  clear  the  property, 


and  has  carried  forward  the  work  of  development 
until  the  once  wild  tract  has  been  transformed 
into  rich  fields,  whose  productiveness  brings  to 
| him  a good  income.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres 
of  valuable  land,  and  the  buildings  upon  the  place 
stand  as  a monument  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 
On  this  farm  are  three  oil  wells  (the  first  bored  in 
1895),  that  produce  about  fifteen  barrels  per  day. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Hanline  is  a Democrat,  and 
ardently  advocates  the  principles  of  his  party. 
He  was  drafted  during  the  Civil  war,  but  on  ac- 
count of  disability,  was  not  mustered  into  service. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  "is  a warm  friend  to  the  cause  of  education, 
taking  a deep  interest  in  the  improvement  of  the 
schools,  while  for  one  term  he  served  as  school 
director  in  his  district.  He  is  a law-abiding  citi- 
zen, one  who  has  never  engaged  in  litigation  of  anv 
kind;  but  true  to  all  the  duties  of  public  and  pri- 
vate life,  he  has  so  lived  as  to  win  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  many  friends. 

Henry  Lusher  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Wood  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Per- 
rysburg  township,  on  March  20,  1S54.  His  par- 
ents were  Henry  and  Harriet  (Reamer)  Lusher. 
The  father  was  a native  of  Switzerland,  and 
when  a child  of  seven  years  came  with  the  grand- 
father to  America,  locating  in  Seneca  county, 
Ohio.  He  was  married  in  Bettsville,  Ohio,  in 
1843,  to  Miss  Reamer,  a native  of  Berks  county, 
Penn.,  and  immediately  afterward  came  to  Perrys- 
burg,  Wood  county.  Here  he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  on  Road-track  21-22,  Perrysburg 
township),  and  there  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
! suits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  December 
26,  1S75.  He  was  killed  by  a falling  limb  blown 
from  a tree,  while  he  was  returning  from  a neigh- 
bor’s,. and  was  found  the  next  day,  his  skull  com- 
pletely crushed.  His  widow  still  survives  him, 
and  is  now  living  near  Lime  City.  They  had 
twelve  children:  Sarah,  of  Michigan;  Mary. 

Wesley  and  Malinda,  who  reside  in  Perrysburg 
township;  Betsy,  who  died  in  childhood;  Annie, 

I and  Susan,  who  are  living  in  Perrysburg  town- 
ship; Amelia,  who  died  in  childhood;  Matilda. 

; who  makes  her  home  in  Michigan;  David,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Harriet,  who  is  living  in  Perrys- 
burg township;  and  Henry. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  educated  in 
that  township — his  first  teacher  being  William 
Morris.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  school  to 
work  for  his  father,  with  whom  he  remained  un- 
til he  had  attained  his  majority,  being  engaged 
i in  general  farming  and  threshing.  On  December 
I 23,  1874,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Mis-' 
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Pora  Baumgartner,  a native  of  Wood  county. 
They  have  an  adopted  child,  Caroline,  who  was 
born  July  22,  1878,  and  is  a niece  of  Mrs.  Lusher. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Lusher  engaged  in 
teaming  for  a year,  and  then  operated  the  old 
homestead  until  his  father's  death.  In  the  spring 
of  1876  he  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Section  36,  Perrysburg  township,  and  removed 
to  that  farm  in  the  fall.  Its  boundaries  he  has 
since  extended,  until  he  now'  owns  120  acres  of 
land,  highly  cultivated,  and  well  improved  with 
a comfortable  residence,  good  outbuildings,  and 
all  the  conveniences  of  a model  farm.  He  re- 
ceived from  his  father’s  estate  $578.00,  but  the 
remainder  of  his  property  has  all  been  acquired 
entirely  through  his  own  efforts.  Mr.  Lusher  is 
an  advocate  of  the  Republican  party,  and  al- 
though living  in  a Democratic  township,  he  has 
held  the  office  of  supervisor  for  five  successive 
terms,  a fact  which  indicates  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  It  is  a 
trust  that  has  never  been  betrayed,  and  in  all  the 
other  relations  of  life  he  is  true  and  faithful,  while 
to  him  is  given  the  warm  regard  of  many  friends. 

William  Smith  is  one  of  the  honored  and 
esteemed  citizens  of  Middleton  township,  and  his 
well-spent  life  is  in  many  respects  worthy  of  emu- 
lation. Educational,  social  and  moral  interests 
have  found  in  him  a friend,  and  he  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  agricultural  circles,  thus  ad- 
ding to  the  material  welfare  of  the  community. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Smith  was  born 
in  York  county,  July  23,  1823,  and  is  descended 
from  honored  Revolutionary  ancestry.  His  grand- 
father, Samuel  Smith,  w'as  one  of  the  heroes  of 
the  war  for  Independence,  and  the  father,  Will- 
iam Smith,  Sr.,  a native  of  York  county,  Penn., 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Christiana  Snyder,  and  wras  born 
in  Germany.  They  had  a family  of  ten  children, 
but  Samuel,  Liza,  Sarah,  Liddie  and  William 
are  the  only  ones  now  living.  The  parents  both 
died  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  near  his  home,  and  worked  on  the 
old  home  farm  until  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  pur- 
chased a farm  of  forty  acres  which  he  continued 
to  cultivate  until  1858.  when  he  came  to  Ohio. 
He  made  his  first  location  in  Sandusky  county, 
where  he  rented  a farm  of  eighty  acres  for  three 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Seneca  county,  tak- 
ing up  his  residence  near  Kansas,  where  he  op- 
erated 160  acres  of  land.  During  the  war,  how- 
ever, he  laid  aside  all  business  cares  in  order  to 
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aid  in  the  protection  of  the  Union,  enlisting,  in 
1S63,  as  a member  of  Company  F,  izbthO.  Y.  I. 
He  participated  in  all  the  engagements  of  his 
company,  and  valiantly  did  his  duty  until  the  war 
was  over,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1865. 

Mr.  Smith  then  returned  to  his  farm  in  Seneca 
county,  subsequently  coming  to  Wood  countv. 
and  located  in  Portage  township,  where  for  two 
i years  he  engaged  in  the  operation  of  fifty-six  acres 
of  land.  He  then  came  to  Middleton  township, 
and  purchased  forty-two  acres  of  land,  which  con- 
stitutes his  present  farm.  This  is  now  a very  valu- 
able tract,  and  the  well-til  led  fields  yield  to  him  a 
! golden  tribute,  while  the  buildings  upon  the  place 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise 

In  1847  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Smith  and  Miss  Catherine  Snyder,  a native  of 
York  Co.,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Adam  Snv- 
der,  a blacksmith  of  that  county.  Ten  children 
J were  born  to  them — Albert,  a farmer  of  San- 
dusky county;  William,  a farmer  of  Wood  countv: 
Edward,  an  agriculturist  of  Nebraska;  Levi,  who 
operates  a tract  of  land  in  Michigan;  Barbara  A.. 

| wife  of  Peter  Bobey;  John,  a farmer  of  this 
county;  Angelina,  wife  of  J.  H.  Carnes,  of  Plain 
township;  Jane,  wife  of  Henry  Schuyler,  of  Con- 
voy; Mary;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Smith  is  a stalwart  advocate 
of  Republican  principles,  and  is  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  suggest  the  erection  of  Union 
Hall,  gave  $2CO  to  the  enterprise,  and  by  his 
labors  aided  in  its  construction.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing as  one  of  its  trustees,  and  does  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  its  interests,  and  to  advance 
the  moral  and  educational  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. Over  his  life  there  falls  no  shadow  of 
wrong,  and  his  exemplary  character  and  manly 
qualities  have  made  him  a popular  and  highlv 
esteemed  citizen. 

Almon  Baker.  The  eighty-acre  farm  in  Sec- 
tion 23,  Montgomery  township,  belonging  to  this 
gentleman,  is  conspicuous  for  the  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  improved  and  cultivated,  and  is  evi- 
dently the  homestead  of  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising men  of  Wood  county.  He  is  an  Ohio 
man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  born  at  Adrian, 
on  May  27,  1855,  and  is  the  sou  of  John  and 
Louisa  (Strauss)  Baker,  who  brought  him  t - 
Montgomery  township.  W ood  county,  when  he 
was  a child  of  six  years. 

The  first  school  which  our  subject  attended  is 
what  is  now  District  School  No.  5,  his  teacher  be- 
ing Jane  Adams,  and  he  later  became  a student 
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in  the  Freeport  school.  He  remained  upon  the 
home  farm  until  1881,  at  which  time  the  Nickel 
Plate  road  was  being  built,  and  for  nine  months 
he  served  as  foreman  on  the  grading  for  sub- 
contractors. He  was  then  made  night  watch- 
man on  the  same  road,  and  in  March,  18S2,  be- 
came fireman  on  a freight  engine,  running  between 
Bellevue,  Ohio,  and  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  For  two 
years  following  he  was  fireman  on  a passenger 
engine  running  between  the  latter  city  and  Chicago. 
He  was  promoted  to  engineer  on  a switch  engine 
running  between  Stony  Island  and  Chicago,  and 
then  ran  a transfer  engine  between  Fort  Wayne 
and  New  Haven.  He  was  later  a freight  engineer, 
running  east  and  west  from  Fort  Wayne,  and  was 
connected  with  railroad  work  until  1891. 

In  January,  1874,  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Bern,  who  was  born  in  that  county  in  August, 
1854,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Susanna  Hyter) 
Bern.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children—  Gettie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  three  months  and  nineteen  days;  and 
Bert,  Willard  and  Myrtle,  all  at  home.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Baker  made  his  home  upon  the  farm 
of  his  father,  in  Section  14,  Montgomery  town- 
ship, but  later  removed  to  Risingsun,  Ohio,  and 
during  his  railroad  career  lived  at  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
and  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  He  then  returned  to 
Montgomery  township,  where  he  now  has  a fine 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Section  23.  In  addition 
to  general  farming  he  is  also  engaged  in  oil  pump- 
ing and  teaming.  He  has  made  considerable 
money,  always  having  lived  well,  and  has  spent 
what  would  be  a good  lifetime  accumulation  for 
many;  but,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  has  secured 
a good  competence,  and  is  now  quite  prosperous. 
He  has  a thorough  knowledge  of  steam  and  its 
workings,  as  well  as  the  business  to  which  he  now 
turns  his  attention.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
and,  socially,  holds  membership  with  Onward 
Lodge,  I\.  of  P. , of  Risingsun,  and  with  several  I 
railway  organizations.  He  is  recognized  as  an 
honest,  upright  citizen,  one  who  would  be  an 
honor  to  any  community.  His  estimable  wife  is 
a consistent  member  of  the  Disciples  Church  at 
Prairie  Depot. 

W.  A.  FlNKBEiNER,  a well-known,  prosper- 
ous merchant  of  Perrysburg,  is  one  ot  the  most 
clear-headed  and  enterprising  young  business  men 
in  the  county. 

Born  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  September  13, 
1S69,  he  is  a son  of  Chris.  Finkbeiner,  1 >rmerly 
recorder  of  Wood  county,  and  now  a leading  fur- 
niture dealer  of  Bowling  Green.  Our  subject  has 


spent  the  greater  part  of  his  twenty-seven  years 
in  the  county,  attending  the  public  schools  dur- 
ing boyhood,  and  serving  as  an  apprentice  to  the 
mercantile  business  in  his  father's  store.  For 
four  years  he  was  employed  in  the  wholesale 
house  of  E.  C.  Saw  & Co.,  of  Toledo,  and  then, 
returning  to  his  native  place,  he  bought  his  pres- 
ent store,  where,  as  sole  proprietor,  his  energy 
and  good  judgment  have  met  with  gratifying 

S UCC6SS. 

On  June  30,  1891,  Mr.  Finkbeiner  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Winnifred  See,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 4,  1871,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They  have  one 
son — Donald  Arthur.  In  politics  Mr.  Finkbeiner 
is  a Republican,  and  socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. , and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

John  McMaster,  a popular,  intelligent  and 
esteemed  citizen  of  Milton  township,  traces  his 
ancestry  back  to  one  of  the  earliest  families  ot 
New  York.  His  parents  were  Levi  and  Charity 
Newberry  McMaster,  the  former  born  in  Cayu- 
ga county,  N.  Y. , in  1800.  They  were  married 
in  Chautauqua  county,  that  State,  and  in  1S25 
1 removed  with  their  family  to  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  carrying  on  farming  for  a number  of  years 
in  Greenfield  township.  He  afterward  removed 
to  Richmond  township,  of  the  same  county, 
where  he  purchased  100  acres  of  land  that  he 
afterward  traded  for  a farm  in  Greenfield  town- 
ship. When  he  had  lived  on  the  last  place  for 
seven  years,  he  sold  it  and  rented  another  farm. 
His  death  occurred  in  March  1851,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1872,  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  John  Jones,  of  Weston  township.  In 
the  family  there  were  the  following  children: 
John;  Caroline,  born  June  12.  1 829,  now  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Horn,  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio;  Ade- 
line, born  January  26,  1831,  now  the  wife  of  John 
Jones,  of  Weston  township;  Emeline,  born  June 
28,  1838,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Myron, 
born  July  10,  '.833,  a resident  of  Louisville,  Ky 
Levi,  of  Tuscola  county,  Mich.. born  January  28. 
1835;  Sidney,  born  August  10,  1839;  Charles,  d 
Huron  county,  born  September  14,  1841  ; Dexter, 
of  Lucas  county,  born  December  20,  1842;  Erne- 
line,  born  August  21,  1843,  wife  of  Horton  Tay- 
lor, of  California;  Mark,  born  December  8,  1855. 
now  of  Jefferson  county,  Ivans.  Deal,  born  July 
31,  1847,  wife  of  Peter  Bliss,  of  Jefferson  count' 
Kansas. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Chautauqua  count'. 
N.  Y. , September  20.  ; 827  His  educat 
privileges  were  limited,  lor  there  were  none  F 
subscription  schools  in  the  neighborhood.  Hi- 
school  days  were  over  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and 
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l;e  then  turned  his  attention  to  farm  work,  was 
also  employed  for  one  year  in  a sawmill  owned 
by  his  uncle,  Hiram  McMaster,  and  drove  a team 
in  connection  with  a gristmill  for  a year.  Subse- 
quently he  worked  as  a farm  hand  for  $12  per 
month,  and  the  next  season  received  $13.  Sav- 
ing his  wages,  he  then  purchased  a small  farm  of 
.thirty-three  acres  in  Greenfield  township,  making 
a home  for  his  mother  and  the  younger  children 
of  the  family.  For  ten  years  he  lived  on  that 
place. 

Mr.  McMaster  was  married  in  Greenfield 
township,  January  20,  1858,  to  Elizabeth  Jane 
Grieves,  who  was  born  in  Bergen  county,  N.  J.. 
October  2,  1829,  and  came  to  Huron  county  with 
her  parents  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Her  father 
and  mother,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Stewart) 
Grieves,  spent  their  remaining  days  in  Huron 
county.  They  had  seven  children  who  died  in 
one  summer,  and  the  others  are  Thomas,  also 
now  deceased;  and  David,  of  Greenfield  township, 
Huron  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMaster  have 
been  born  the  following  named — John  D.,  who 
was  born  March  12,  1859,  and  has  always  aided 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm;  Della,  who  was 
born  March  29,  1863,  and  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Myrtie,  born  May  16,  1870;  and  Laura, 
born  February  27,  1S75. 

In  November,  i860,  Mr.  McMaster  removed 
to  Wood  county,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  on  which  stood  a log  house.  The  following 
January  he  brought  his  family  to  the  new  home, 
and  for  twenty  years  they  lived  in  a log  cabin, 
which  was  then  replaced  by  the  present  capa- 
cious and  substantial  dwelling.  He  had  only 
$300  and  a team  of  horses  when  he  came  to  the 
county,  but  has  become  the  possessor  of  a com- 
fortable competence,  and  in  connection  with  his 
son  owns  147  acres  of  land,  all  under  a high  state 
t'f  cultivation. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  McMaster  and  his 
son  are  both  Republicans,  and  he  has  served  as 
township  trustee  for  two  years,  assessor  for  one 
term,  and  school  director  for  many  years.  He  is 
deeply  interested  in  whatever  tends  to  advance 
the  welfare  of  his  adopted  county,  and  well  de- 
'erves  representation  in  its  history. 

Lorox  Clark  Potter  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Washington 
township,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  the  community.  He  was 
horn  in  Sherman  township,  Huron  Cm.  Ohio, 
August  8,  1849,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-  me 
''aine  to  Wood  county  with  his  parents,  David 
G.  and  Mary  Ann  (Bates)  Potter,  the  former  of 


! Welsh,  and  the  latter  of  English,  descent.  Our 
subject  had  five  sisters,  but  two  have  now  passed 
away — Celia  Josephine  and  Roselia.  Those  liv- 
ing are  Emma  Jane,  wife  of  Israel  Huffman,  of 
i Grand  Rapids,  Ohio;  Elnora,  who  resides  in 
Toledo;  and  Alice,  wife  of  William  Bemis,  of 
: Waterville,  Ohio. 

The  early.life  of  Mr.  Potter  was  spent  after 
i the  manner  of  most  farmers’  sons,  in  a compara- 
I tively  uneventful  manner,  and  during  which  he 
attended  the  common  schools  of  Huron  county, 
i and  made  himself  useful  around  the  homestead 
as  his  years  increased.  In  1872,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Minerva  Ann  Wade,  a daughter  of  John 
O.  Wade,  a prominent  farmer  of  Weston  town- 
ship, the  wedding  being  celebrated  in  Tontogany, 

I and  four  children  have  come  to  bless  their  union. 

( (1)  Dudley  A.,  born  May  28,  1873,  graduated  at 
] the  schools  of  Tontogany,  and  is  now  teaching  in 
District  No.  1,  Washington  township.  (2)  Mary 
Ann,  born  January  3,  1873,  LS  the  wife  of  Frank 
Thomas,  foreman  of  the  Democrat  office  at  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ohio.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Helen,  and  lost  a son  in  infancy,  Harry  Arthur, 
i (3)  Viola,  hern  January  2,  1877.  Birdie,  born 
1 October  27,  1885,  completed  the  family. 

Mr.  Potter  has  ever  resided  upon  the  home 
farm,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  gives  his  entire 
time  and  attention,  making  it  one  of  the  highly 
productive  tracts  of  the  neighborhood.  Politically, 
he  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  Not- 
withstanding his  busy  and  active  career  as  con- 
nected with  the  general  welfare  of  his  township, 
j he  has  never  sought  office,  content  alone  to  see 
j the  people  around  him  steadily  advancing  social- 
ly, morally  and  financially.  He  has.  however, 
served  for  two  terms  as  assessor,  holding  that 
office  in  1890  and  1S91,  and  four  times  was  a 
member  of  the  central  committee  of  his  party, 
and  at  present  is  a member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee. He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  the 
Odd  Fellows  fraternity,  belonging  to  Tontogany 
Lodge  No.  735,  I.  O.  O.  F . in  which  he  has 
filled  all  the  chairs,  and  is  now  past  grand,  while 
both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  Oriana  Rebekah 
Lodge  No.  400,  of  Tontogany. 

IIarmon  Hoi. 1. man,  the  well-known  merchant 
tailor  of  Pembcrvilie.  was  born  August  3.  1851, 
in  Kappeln,  Prussia,  the  youngest  of  the  three 
children  of  Frederick  Hollman,  a stone  mas  ui 
there,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Hollman. 

When  a young  man,  our  subjei  t warned  In- 
trude at  his  native  place,  and  wishing  I e wi  ! " 
opportunities,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  came 
to  this  count rv.  For  some  time  he  follower  1 his 
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trade  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  then  came  to  Bowling-  Green 
where  he  worked  one  year  before  finally  locating 
in  Pemberville.  During  the  first  year  of  his  stay 
there  he  was  employed,  but  soon  established  an 
independent  business  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted successfully.  He  now  owns  the  only 
merchant  tailor  shop  in  the  town,  and  his  well 
earned  reputation  for  honesty  and  efficiency  bring 
him  a constantly  extending  trade. 

In  1879  he  married  Miss  Sophia  Bimedick,  a 
native  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  born  September 
27,  1855,  the  fourth  in  a family  of  ten  children. 
Her  parents,  Henry  and  Margaret  (Telemyer) 
Bimedick,.  were  both  born  in  Germany  in  1826, 
and  came  to  Ohio  in  early  life,  locating  first  in 
Seneca  county,  and  later  settling  in  Wood  coun- 
ty. Mr.  Bimedick  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Freedom  township,  and  well  and  favorably  known. 
He  was  a poor  man  when  he  came  here,  and 
died  March  26,  1893,  the  owner  of  a fine  farm; 
his  wife  died  December  26,  1890.  Their  family 
consisted  of  nine  daughters  and  one  son,  Lewis, 
who  died  June  12,  1896;  seven  of  the  daughters 
are  yet  living.  The  parents  were  prominent 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Pemberville 
for  many  years.  Mrs.  HolJman  received  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  the  public  schools  and  those 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  is  one  of  the  most  ac- 
complished ladies  of  Pemberville,  and  with  her 
husband  takes  an  active  part  in  Church  work,  and 
in  every  worthy  cause.  They  have  had  two  chil- 
dren: Edwin,  born  March  7,  1882,  at  present 

attending  the  public  schools  of  Pemberville.  and 
Clarence  Lewis,  who  was  born  September  19, 
1894,  and  was  an  exceedingly  bright  child;  he 
died  April  6.  1896,  of  scarlet  fever,  after  ten  days’ 
illness.  In  politics  Mr.  Hollman  is  a supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

James  Pinniger.  Among  the  reliable,  pro- 
gressive and  energetic  farmers  of  Lake  township, 
there  is  none  better  known  or  more  highly  res- 
pected than  the  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record.  His  farm  is  pleasantly  located 
in  Section  16,  where  he  located  in  1868,  and  was 
at  that  time  covered  with  a dense  growth  of  tim- 
ber; but  he  has  transformed  the  land,  making  it 
one  of  the  most  highly  improved  places  of  the 
locality. 

Mr.  Pinniger  was  born  in  Berkshire,  England, 
in  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Sarah  A. 
(Martin)  Pinniger,  also  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
try, where  the  mother  died  in  1850.  Two  years 
later  the  father  brought  his  family  to  the  United 
States,  locating  first  at  Cleveland,  where  he 
wotked  at  the  barber’s,  trade  and  later  engaged 


in  the  grind-stone  business  at  Berea,  Ohio.  From 
there  he  came  to  Lake  township,  Wood  count}-, 
in  1858,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  woods  hewed 
out  a farm,  which  ever  afterward  continued  to  be 
his  home.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three 
children;  James,  of  this  review;  Sarah  Ann, 
now  Mrs.  J.  Parker,  of  Toledo;  and  Mary,  also  a 
resident  of  that  city.  In  [853,  in  Cleveland, 
Mr.  Pinniger  wedded  Miss  Ann  M.  Deacon.  She 
died  upon  the  farm  in  that  township,  leaving  five 
children:  Charles,  William  H.,  and  Albert,  all 

of  Toledo;  Caroline,  wife  of  William  Sanders,  of 
Lake  township;  and  Rosa,  wife  of  John  Selfe,  of 
the  same  township.  The  father  cast  his  ballot 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  served  as  the  first 
postmaster  of  Millbury,  Wood  county;  for  thir- 
teen years  was  clerk  of  Lake  township,  which 
office  he  was  holding  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1870;  was  a member  of  the  school  board,  and 
assisted  in  organizing  the  school  district. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  such  as  the 
public  schools  of  Cleveland  and  Berea,  Ohio, 
afforded,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  be- 
came a resident  of  Lake  township,  where  he 
assisted  his  father  in  clearing  and  developing  the 
home  farm.  From  1868  to  1870  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  wooden  bowls,  at  Perrys- 
burg,  Wood  county,  and  the  following  two  years 
were  spent  in  general  merchandising  in  Millbury. 
It  was  in  1874  that  he  located  upon  his  present 
farm,  then  comprising  sixty  acres  of  timber  land, 
but  is  now  one  of  the  most  highly  cultivated 
tracts  in  the  township,  supplied  with  an  excellent 
set  of  farm  buildings,  modern  machinery,  and 
everything  to  be  found  on  a first-class  farm. 

In  September,  1869,  in  Lake  township,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Pinniger  and  Miss 
Phillippa  A.  Bailey,  a native  of  England,  where 
her  parents,  John  and  Catherine  (Beckle)  Bailey, 
were  also  born.  They  were  among  the  pioneers 
of  Lake  township,  where  they  arrived  in  1S52, 
and  there  both  died,  the  father's  death  occurring 
in  1890,  and  the  mother's  some  years  previous. 
In  1885,  Mr.  Pinniger  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife.  To  them  had  been  born 
seven  children:  Arthur  J.,  who  died  in  1S05. 

leaving  a wife  and  one  child;  Mrs.  Anna  Wight, 
a resident  of  Millbury;  John  H.  ; Edith  P. ; Harr> 
G. ; Walter  E. ; and  Frank  D.  In  1S00,  Mr. 
Pinniger  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Miss 
Sabina  Youngs,  of  Millbury.  a daughter  of  Nicho- 
las and  Sarah  }.  Youngs,  born  in  1857  in  Syl- 
vania,  Ohio,  and  educated  in  Millbury  and 
Toledo. 

Mr.  Pinniger  endorses  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  he  always  votes. 
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and  has  served  as  township  clerk  and  trustee,  and 
as  a member  of  the  school  board.  Religiously 
he  is  connected  with  the  Evangelical  Church,  of 
Millbury,  and  socially  with  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
of  that  place,  and  with  the  “Tribe  of  Ben  Hur,  ” 
of  Crawfordsville,  Ind.  His  genuine  worth  gives 
him  a high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

G.  G.  Myers,  a substantial  self-made  busi- 
ness man  and  leading  citizen  of  Risingsun,  is  also 
the  leading  contractor  and  builder  of  that  growing 
city.  He  was  born  February  28,  1854,  in  New 
York  State,  the  son  of  Garman  and  Judith  (Ever- 
hart) Myers,  who  left  Germany  in  the  fall  of  1853, 
shortly  after  their  marriage.  They  had  a long  and 
difficult  voyage,  and  after  many  weeks  upon  the 
water  landed  in  January,  1854.  Their  means 
were  limited;  but  they  were  industrious,  and 
secured  a livelihood  from  the  first.  xAfter  spend- 
ing a short  time  in  New  Yrork  State  they  moved 
to  Akron,  Ohio,  where  the  father  worked  two 
years  in  a brick  yard.  In  1857  he  came  with 
his  family  to  Wood  county,  making  his  home 
for  a time  with  a brother-in-law,  Chris  Kern, 
of  Montgomery  township,  and  afterward  rent- 
ing a farm  in  Section  36.  Later  he  and  Mr. 
Kern  bought  eighty  acres  in  Scott  township, 
Sandusky  county,  Mr.  Myers  incurring  a heavy 
debt  for  his  half.  Building  a log  cabin  12  x 14, 
and  7 feet  high,  he  began  the  task  of  paying  for 
his  home  and  supporting  his  family,  and  as  his 
small  farm  could  not  do  this  he  would  work  at 
various  employments,  such  as  ditching.  He  also 
made  quite  a little  money  by  skinning  cattle  that 
died  while  at  pasture  on  the  Torway  Prairie,  ad- 
joining his  farm,  from  becoming  fastened  in  the 
mud  and  mire.  Their  carcasses  were  rendered 
into  soap  and  tallow,  and  he  received  half  the 
proceeds.  Although  he  was  a hard  worker  and 
lived  most  economically,  he  found  it  impossible 
to  pay  for  his  place,  and  finally  threw  up  the 
bargain,  losing  the  $50  paid  at  the  first.  He 
rented  a farm  in  Perry  township  for  one  year, 
and  then  moved  to  the  “Charles  Stahl  farm” 
in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county,  where  his 
death  and  burial  occurred  in  1870,  when  he  was 
aged  forty  years  and  eleven  months.  In  early  life 
he  had  been  a Catholic,  but  his  wife  was  a Luther- 
an, and  in  later  years  both  united  with  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  known  as  the  Mt.  Tabor  Church. 

The  story  of  their  early  privations  is  graph- 
ically and  briefly  told  in  the  following  words  of 
our  subject:  “ In  1 863  and  ’64  w heat  was  a fail- 

ure in  the  country,  so  we  had  to  resort  to  buck-  I 
wheat  and  corn  for  bread — buckwheat  and  ‘john-  | 


nycake.  ’ When  our  parents  went  to  town,  instead 
of  bringing  home  candy,  oranges,  etc.,  they  would 
bring  a loaf  of  wheat  bread,  which  cost  ten  cents, 
and  that  was  quite  a treat  to  us.  Our  clothes 
w'ere  home-made;  in  winter  they  would  be  made 
of  half  cotton  and  half  wool,  and  in  summer 
they  would  be  made  of  flax.”  Our  subject  was 
the  eldest  of  their  six  children,  the  others  being: 
Amelia,  who  married  Noah  Rheinbolt,  and  died 
in  Montgomery  township;  Joseph,  a resident  of 
Risingsun;  William,  a farmer  in  Scott  township, 
Sandusky  county;  Charles,  who  lives  in  Fostoria; 
and  Louisa,  now  Mrs.  Levi  Harley,  of  jackscn 
township,  Sandusky  county.  The  mother  still 
survives  and  lives  with  her  daughter,  Louisa. 

G.  G.  Myers  was  but  sixteen  years  old  when 
his  father  died,  and  his  educational  advantages 
had  been  limited;  but  he  bravely  took  up  the  bat- 
tle of  life  as  the  head  of  the  bereaved  family. 
The  farm,  which  contained  1 So  acres,  had  been 
rented  on  shares,  but  a new  arrangement  was 
made  on  a cash  basis,  and,  as  time  passed,  the 
family  prospered.  On  October  11,  1877,  Mr. 
Myers  was  married,  in  Risingsun,  to  Miss  Cora 
Ragon,  a native  of  Prophetstown,  Whiteside  Co., 
111.,  born  January  13,  1859.  Her  father,  Daniel 
Ragon,  a well-known  tailor,  died  in  Risingsun  in 
April,  1896. 

M'r.  M yers  continued  to  cultivate  the  Charles 
Stahl  farm  for  several  years  after  his  marriage, 
twenty-six  years  in  all;  but  after  a time  he  re- 
moved to  Risingsun,  and  established  himself  in 
the  livery  and  hotel  business,  which  he  followed 
two  years,  and  then  formed  a partnership  with 
William  Lyons  in  the  sawmill  business.  They 
owned  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Scott  town- 
ship, Sandusky  county,  and  their  mill  was  located 
on  the  same,  one  mile  north  of  Risingsun.  Two 
years  later  Mr.  Myers  became  the  sole  owner, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  with  Charles 
Kline  as  a partner,  he  has  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone  ever  since.  During  that  year  they 
moved  the  mill  to  Risingsun,  and  added  a plan- 
ing machine.  Mr.  Myers  has  been  an  extensive 
dealer  in  all  kinds  of  lumber  and  building  mate- 
rials, and  in  [S92  he  began  contracting  for  gen- 
eral buildihg,  in  which  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful, having  built  some  of  the  best  residences  in 
Risingsun.  Bradner,  Kansas  Station,  and  else- 
where. He  owns  valuable  oil  interests,  and  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  busi- 
ness men  of  that  section.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers 
have  had  three  children:  Irvin,  who  died  at  the 

age  of  three  years;  a daughter,  who  died  ' n in- 
fancy; and  Mabel,  who  is  at  home. 

Although  Mr.  Myers  is  a Democrat  in  princi- 
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pie,  he  is  not  a strong  partisan.  He  served  four 
years  as  constable  of  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
county;  two  terms  as  a member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil of  Risingsun,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
school  board. 

George  Byron  Phillips,  familiarly  known 
as  “ By  ” by  his  man)'  friends,  is  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  Washington  township,  where  he 
has  lived  since  the  age  of  ten  years,  having  at 
that  time  arrived  in  Wood  county  with  his  par- 
ents, who  here  located  on  a farm.  He  was  born 
in  Franklin  county,  Mass.,  August  3,  1847,  and 
is  a son  of  John  Phillips,  an  active,  energetic 
man,  who  is  said  to  have  never  lost  a day's  work  in 
forty  years.  The  father’s  death  occurred  in 
187S,  from  inflammation  of  theglands,  and  the 
mother  died  of  consumption  in  1864.  They 
were  well  known  people  of  the  community,  and 
had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
them. 

From  early  boyhood  our  subject  aided  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm,  and  for  twenty-five 
years  he  and  his  brother  John  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  160  acres,  which  they  made  one  of 
most  productive  farms  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
thereon  Mr.  Phillips  erected  a good  dwelling  at 
a cost  of  $ 1 ,800.  He  also  has  good  out-buildings, 
and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  place 
indicates  his  careful  supervision.  At  the  time  of 
his  arrival  in  the  count}',  deer  were  still  seen  in 
great  droves,  while  so  much  of  the  land  was 
covered  with  water,  fish  could  be  caught  almost 
anywhere.  For  almost  forty  years  he  has  lived 
on  his  present  farm,  and  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  its  cultivation,  rich  harvests  repaying  him 
for  his  care  and  cultivation. 

In  October,  186S,  Mr.  Phillips  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Huffman,  a sister  of 
Jacob,  Daniel  and  Henry,  prominent  farmers  of 
Wood  county.  Five  children  have  come  to  bless 
this  union:  Pearly,  who  was  born  November 

1,  1869,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Clarence  Moore, 
by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Cora;  Cora,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Ralph,  born  July 
18,  1878;  Jay  S.,  born  September  25,  1883;  and 
Ray,  born  April  17,  1886.  The  eldest  son, 

Ralph,  has  displayed  great  talent  as  a musician, 
having  at  present  taken  the  fifth  position  on  the 
violin.  He  is  now  attending  school  at  Tontog- 
any,  intending  to  teach  in  the  near  future.  The 
family  holds  a prominent  position  in  social  circles, 
having  many  friends  in  the  community. 

In  all  the  relations  of  life  Mr.  Phillips  has 
proven  himself  an  earnest,  honest,  upright  man, 
and  a citizen  of  whom  any  county  might  be  just- 


ly proud.  Ide  has  held  several  public  positions 
! of  honor  and  trust,  being  school  director  five 
; years,  supervisor  for  two  terms,  and  also  a mem- 
i ber  of  the  township  board,  of  which  he  is  now 
; serving  as  clerk.  He  has  ever  been  a stalwart 
I advocate  of  Republican  principles,  giving  his 
j undivided  support  to  that  party,  and  socially  is 
i connected  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry,  and  the 
Grange,  being  at  present  treasurer  of  the  former 
1 and  overseer  of  the  latter.  At  present  he  is 
i serving  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

David  M.  Anderson,  whose  sterling  worth 
and  well-spent  life  have  gained  him  the  high  es- 
i teem  of  many  friends,  is  numbered  among  Ohio's 
native  sons,  having  been  born  near  Massillon, 
Wayne  county,  September  9,  1844.  His  father, 
Robert  Anderson,  was  there  born,  and  wedded 
Mary  Deborah  McDowell,  also  a native  of  that 
county.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer,  but 
j learned  the  trade  of  blacksmithing,  carpentering 
and  tanning,  and  at  different  times  successful!) 
followed  these  pursuits.  His  first  wife  died  dur 
ing  the  early  infancy  of  our  subject,  and  after 
j his  seco'nd  marriage  he  removed  to  Tuscola, 
Mich.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  the  year  1SS3.  His  wife 
survived  him  several  years.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  of  three  children,  the  others  being: 

I John,  who  died  in  Pluron  county,  leaving  a family; 
and  Deborah,  who  died  in  childhood.  There 
were  two  children  of  the  second  marriage:  Hiram, 

: a clerk  in  Flay  City,  Mich.,  and  Mary,  wife  of 
Allan  Hickoks,  of  Clifford,  Michigan. 

Our  subject  resided  with  his  father  until  he 
i was  eight  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  live 
| with  an  uncle  who  followed  farming  near  Bristol, 
Wayne  Co.,  Ohio.  He  there  resided  for  six  vears. 
after  which  he  went  to  the  home  of  an  uncle  in 
Savannah,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  for  whom  he 
worked  as  a farm  hand  until  1 86 1 . In  that  year 
j he  enlisted  in  the  42nd  O.  Y.  I.,  under  James  A. 
i Garfield,  and  going  to  the  front  took  part  in  many 
I noted  engagements.  In  1864  he  re-enlisted  as  a 
veteran  in  Company  D,  1st  Ohio  Light  Art.,  with 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky  , 
May  25,  1865.  After  his  return  to  Savannah, 
he  attended  commercial  college  at  Haycsville. 
l Ohio,  and  later  engaged  in  teaching  for  a year. 
He  afterward  was  employed  as  a teacher  in  the 
academy  in  Savannah,  having  charge  of  the  com- 
mercial depai 

to  Warsaw,  fnd.  I!  next  went  to  Auburn.  In  I . 

1 where  he  had  an  uncle  living,  for  whom  he  work 
I some  months  as  a farm  hand.  He  then  opened 
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sinking  school  in  Auburn,  which  proved  quite 

-cissful,  and  later  engaged  in  teaching  school 

1),;  Kalb  county,  Indiana,  at  $20  per  month. 

\ 1 1 . r a short  visit  in  Castalia,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  he 
v. cut  to  Minnesota,  and  was  engaged  by  the 
Northern  Pacific  Company  to  make  a map  show- 
;ng  the  topography  of  that  region. 

On  March  20,  1 S 7 5 , in  Erie  county,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Anderson  married  Miss  Sarah  M.  Hunt; 
who  was  born  there  June  29,  1849,  a daughter  of 
Ernes  M.  and  Malitta  (Burpee)  Hunt.  Her  father 
was  born  in  New'  Hampshire  July  29.  1819,  and 
when  a child  of  five  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Franklin  county,  N.  Y. , whence  he  came  to 
Krie  county,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eleven.  In  1843 
he  was  married,  and  in  1869  removed  with  his 
wife  and  family  to  Harbor  Springs,  Mich.,  where 
they  are  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson 
began  their  domestic  life  in  Collins,  Ohio,  where 
they  li\ed  for  seven  years,  during  which  time  our 
subject  engaged  in  school  teaching,  bookkeeping 
and  fruit  farming.  He  then  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  purchased  100  acres  of  wild  land  in 
[ackson  township,  where,  within  fifteen  years,  he 
lias  developed  a highly  improved  farm.  During 
two  years  of  this  time  he  taught  penmanship, 
ornamental  drawing,  bookkeeping  and  stenog- 
raphy in  Bowling  Green.  He  has  a strongly 
developed  taste  for  music,  and  is  a fine  performer 
on  the  mandolin  and  guitar.  Politically,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican;  socially,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Grand  Army  Post,  of  Hoytville,  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  connected  with  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

In  October,  1895.  Mr.  Anderson  rented  his 
farm,  and  bought  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful 
Maumee,  where  he  now  grows  premium  peaches, 
having  [,200  trees  of  the  finest  stock.  This 
twenty  acres  he  deeded  to  his  wife  in  full;  then 
purchased  a ten-acre  island  in  the  Maumee  river, 
near  his  or  her  home.  This  island  is  all  out  to 
fruit,  and  is  the  finest  one  in  all  the  system  of 
islands  in  the  Maumee  river.  Here  Mr.  Ander- 
son now  rests  from  hard  labor — boating,  fishing, 
sailing  and  blessing  God  for  landing  him  in  such 
a home  after  the  hardships  of  fifty-two  years. 

Davit  Hf-NNInw.,  one  of  the  progressive  and 
practical  farmers  of  Henry  township,  was  born 
June  6,  1842,  on  the  farm  which  is  ~tiil  his  home. 
Me  is  a son  of  John  F.  and  Elizabeth  Longacre) 
Henning,  the  former  of  whom,  a native  of  Gc-r- 
';i,lny,  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  locating  first  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  afterward  removed  with  his  wife  to  Stark 


county,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  to  Wood  countv. 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  occupation,  and  had  pre- 
viously followed  that  business;  but  he  now  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Henrv  township, 
and  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
There  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  oc- 
curring at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  while  his  wife- 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school  of  the  neighborhood,  and  was  reared 
j in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  He  entered 
upon  his 'business  career  as  a farm  hand,  and  later 
1 was  employed  to  some  extent  in  a sawmill.  Dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life,  however,  he  has 
been  connected  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is 
: now  the  owner  of  fifty  acres  of  good  land,  highlv 
cultivated  and  well  improved.  His  life  has  been 
: a busy  and  useful  one;  but  though  his  farm  claims 
much  of  his  attention,  he  has  found  time  to  faith- 
fully perform  his  duties  of  citizenship,  and  for 
many  years  has  capably  served  as  supervisor. 
His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Democratic 
party. 

On  August  27,  1 88 5,  in  Henry  township,  Mr. 
Henning  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Baird,  who 
was  born  July  6.  1S61,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  children  as  follows:  Ray  S. , born 

December  20,  1SS6;  Ora  Louisa,  born  December 
7.  1889;  Earl,  born  October  1 1 , 1892,  and  Ethel 
Fay,  born  April  18,  1894.  The  family  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  their  locality,  and  the 
parents  have  many  warm  friends.  Mrs.  Henning 
is  a daughter  of  Shelman  and  Keziah  Lccy 
Baird,  of  Perry  township,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  December  18,  1829,  son  oi  Asa  Baird, 
who  was  born  about  1788.  The  family  consisted 
of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters 
(seven  of  whom  are  living),  as  follows;  Sarah 
Jane,  Mrs.  George  Timmerman;  William  S..  of 
Perry  township;  Louisa,  Mrs.  West  Sharp,  of 
Henry  township,  deceased;  Mary,  Mrs.  John 
Houtz,  of  Sandusky  county;  Minnie,  now  Mrs 
Henning;  Clara  and  David  twins),  the  former 
married  to  Charles  Milbourn,  of  Liberty.  Wood 
county,  the  latter  a resident  of  Henry  township; 
and  Lorenzo,  who  married  Rena  Brown,  of  North 
Baltimore. 

Alf.  B.  Farmer,  deputy  sheriff  of  W > >,1 
county  was  born  in  Berkshire,  England.  M u 
29.  1871,  and  is  a son  of  Edwin  and  Chari 'tt< 
(Tyrrell'  Farmer. 

Our  subject  came  with  Ins  parents  to  W> 
county,  in  1872,  locating  near  Millbury,  in  L.ik< 
township.  After  attending  the  common  sclu  -. 
he  entered  the  high  school  of  Bowling  Gre  r. 
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where  he  attained  a good  elementary  education  in 
English  branches,  and  graduated  in  1889.  Soon 
afterward  he  found  employment  with  the  engin- 
eering corps  engaged  on  the  construction  of  the 
Toledo.  Springfield  & Findlay  railroad,  remain- 
ing with  them  until  the  line  was  completed.  In 
the  fall  of  1S90  he  was  employed  in  the  county 
treasurer’s  office,  in  Bowling  Green,  and  was 
made  deputy  county  clerk  in  1892,  serving  until 
January  7,  1895,  when  he  became  deputy  county  • 
sheriff,  which  office  he  holds  at  this  writing,  and 
is  doing  good,  efficient  service.  From  his  earliest 
recollections  Mr.  Farmer  has  been  familiar  with 
public  life  and  public  men  in  Wood  county,  and 
has  in  that  way  gained  a practical  knowledge  of 
county  affairs.  No  one  is  more  qualified,  or  in  a 
better  position  to  hold  office  of  public  trust  than 
he,  and,  judging  from  his  capability,  his  large 
acquaintance  through  the  county,  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  he  is  in  a fair  way  to  become  the 
recipient  of  future  honors  at  the  hands  of  his 
admirers  in  Wood  county.  Politically,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican. 

On  July  25,  1892,  Mr.  Farmer  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Amy  E.  Carter,  who  was 
born  in  Michigan,  in  April,  1872,  and  two  chil-  \ 
dren,  Gertrude  and  Edwin  R.,  have  come  to 
brighten  their  home. 

Hiram  Beatty,  one  of  the  leading  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Henry  township,  whose  honor- 
able life  record  well  entitles  him  to  the  regard  in 
which  he  is  held,  and  makes  him  worthy  of  rep- 
resentation in  his  county’s  history,  was  born  in 
Millport,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  August  23,  1836.  His 
father,  John  Beatty,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  a carpenter  by  occupation.  When  a 
child  of  ten  years  he  went  with  his  parents  to 
Massillon,  which  was  then  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness. The  grandfather,  James  Beatty,  afterward 
entered  more  than  200  acres  of  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment four  miles  north  from  Massillon,  and 
while  living  on  that  farm  was  killed  by  a runaway 
horse  in  the  summer  of  1849.  He  had  a brother, 
John,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  the 
father  of  Gen.  Samuel  Beatty,  of  the  army  of  the  j 
Cumberland  in  the  Civil  war. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Ohio,  and  wedded  Mary  A.  Ottinger,  a 
native  of  Stark  county,  where  they  lived  until 
1854,  the  father  working  at  his  trade.  He  then 
removed  with  his  family  to  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  purchased  120  acres  o!  land  and  carried 
on  farming  until  his  death,  March  7.  1877  His  1 
wife  died  on  the  9th  of  June  of  the  same  year.  ! 
In  the  family  were  ten  children:  Hiram;  Sylves-  ! 


ter,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
September  30,  1S62;  Henry,  who  was  in  the 
three-months'  service  as  a member  of  the  21st  O. 
V.  I.,  and  is  now  a farmer  of  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio;  Hannah,  wife  of  Cyrus  Solomon,  of  Henry 
township;  Sarah  Rebecca,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years;  Mary  Melissa,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year;  James,  of  Henry  township;  Emil}-, 
widow  of  Frank  Frazier,  of  Cygnet,  Ohio;  John, 
a farmer  of  Henry  county,  Ohio;  and  Laura,  wife 
of  Lorin  Myers,  of  Hammansburg,  Ohio. 

The  educational  privileges  of  our  subject  were 
limited  to  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  early  began  life  as  a farm 
hand,  receiving  about  $10  per  month  for  his  serv- 
ices. In  the  spring  of  1S57  he  went  to  Illinois, 
working  on  a farm  near  Mendota  through  the 
summer.  He  was  there  married,  on  Februar}- 
11,  1858,  to  Delilah  Jane  Willford,  a native  of 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  born  April  15,  1834,  and  in 
September,  1 858,  returned  with  his  wife  to  this 
State,  locating  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca 
county,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  of 
ex-Governor  Foster,  residing  upon  that  place  un- 
til the  fall  of  1 8 66. 

In  1S62  Mr.  Beatty  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
101st  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Noble,  and  went  to 
the  front,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  On  March  10,  1S64,  he  received  a 
twenty-five-days’  furlough  to  return  home  for  pri- 
vate business;  the  furlough  stated  that  for  effi- 
cient service  rendered  at  the  battle  of  Stone 
River  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second  ser- 
geant, acquiring  same  after  eighteen  months  of 
service.  He  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  right 
knee  at  Stone  River,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
Nashville,  June  21,  1865.  Immediately  after  he 
returned  home,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S66  removed 
to  Wood  county,  locating  on  seventy-six  acres  of 
partially  improved  land  in  Center  township, 
where  he  lived  for  five  years.  He  then  sold  and 
purchased  fifty  acres  in  Freedom  township, 
whereon  he  also  remained  five  years.  Again  he 
disposed  of  his  property,  removing  to  Henry 
township,  and  there  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
land  for  $3,800.  When  five  and  a half  years 
had  passed,  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  a valuable  property,  on  which  he  has  de- 
veloped five  oil  wells,  and  his  wife  also  has  three 
oil  wells  on  a ten-acre  tract  which  she  owns.  He 
has  purchased  seventy-two  acres  in  Section  30, 
Henry  township,  and  His  wife  seventy-six  and  a 
half  acres  in  Section  36,  Jackson  township. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beatty  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Elnora,  born  December  2, 
i860,  is  the  wife  of  Joshua  Jimison,  of  Hammans- 
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t»ur^,  and  has  six  children — Perry,  born  Septem- 
ber H,  1879;  Elrna,  December  29,  1880;  Ora, 
July  29,  1884;  Carl,  September  7,  1886;  Lloyd, 
April  9,  1S90;  and  Ollie,  June  19,  1892.  Ar- 
delia,  born  February  22,  1862,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Auverter,  of  Henry  township.  Clara, 
born  December  31,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Jimison,  and  has  two  children — Verna  Viola, 
born  in  April,  1885,  and  Hiram  Emery,  born  in 
1891.  Tibbie,  born  March  18,  1867,  married 
Melvin  Dirk,  and  died  in  North  Baltimore,  No- 
vember 19,  1890,  leaving  one  child — -Glena 

Lenore,  born  October  25,  1889,  who  lives  with 
our  subject.  Estella,  born  October  24,  1870,  is 
ihe  wife  of  Charles  M.  Tirk,  of  Henry  township, 
and  has  one  child — Jessie  Mabel,  born  December 
7,  1891.  Mary  A.,  born  September  1,  1873,  is 
the  wife  of  P'owler  House,  of  Hammansburg. 
Emma  J.,  born  February  19,  1S77,  died  in  1SS0 
at  the  age  of  two  years  and  ten  months. 

In  politics  Mr.  Beatty  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  an  active  worker  in  his  party.  He  was 
elected  township  trustee  in  1SS0  for  one  year, 
again  in  18S9  for  a three-years'  term,  in  1892  for  a 
three-years’  term,  and  in  1894  for  a similiar  pe- 
riod, The  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
he  discharges  his  duties  has  won  him  high  com- 
mendation, and  the  community  accounts  him  one 
of  its  valued  citizens. 

S.  G.  Cooley,  a successful  grocer  of  Bowling 
Green,  was  born  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y. , 
December  26,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  and 
Phcebe  (Thompson)  Cooley.  His  father  is  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  and  settled  in  New  York  State, 
going  from  there  to  Ohio,  where  he  now  resides. 

The  career  of  our  subject  begins  as  a child  of 
nine  years,  when  he  left  home  and  went  to  work 
for  his  board  and  clothes.  This  was  all  the  life 
he  knew  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when,  on 
August  23,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  at  Bowling  Green. 
He  re-enlisted  as  a veteran  at  Chattanooga, 
lenn.,  in  December,  1863,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  During  this  time  he  took  part 
in  twenty-two  pitched  battles,  among  the  most 
prominent  of  which  were:  Stone  River,  Chick- 

amauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain,  ^ 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Chattahoochee,  the  siege  of 
Atlanta,  the  second  battle  of  Chattanooga,  and 
Allatoona  Pass;  besides  many  smaller  engage- 
ments and  skirmishes.  Mr.  Cooley's  regiment 
entered  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  560  strong,  of 
whom  only  168  reported  for  duty  the  following 
•lay.  He  lost  nine  bunk-mates,  the  last  of  whom 
was  Hiram  Ordway,  of  Bowling  Green.  The 


I 

I 

many  hairbreadth  escapes  encountered  by  our 
subject  during  his  long  and  faithful  service  would 
fill  a volume.  He  was  never  taken  prisoner,  but 
at  one  time  his  regiment  was  surrounded  by  the 
enemy,  and  surrendered.  The  Rebels  left  a gap 
open  in  their  ranks  and  he,  with  a number  of 
others,  made  a dash  for  liberty,  many  falling 
under  the  fire  which  was  at  once  opened  upon 
them,  our  subject,  however,  making  good  his 
escape.  Throughout  the  entire  time  in  which  he 
was  in  the  army,  Mr.  Cooley  was  not  sick  an 
hour,  did  not  take  a dose  of  medicine,  never 
missed  a day’s  duty,  nor  did  he  sleep  a single 
night  on  a bed,  or  in  a house  during  the  four 
years. 

Mr.  Cooley  was  promoted  to  first  duty  ser- 
geant, but  refused  to  accept  the  office.  For  this 
he  was  put  under  arrest;  but  a message  from  Gen. 
Thomas  required  him  to  go  on  special  duty  to 
which  he  promptly  responded,  and  the  fact  that 
the  army  was  about  to  march  caused  the  matter 
to  be  suspended,  at  least  he  never  heard  any 
: more  about  it.  At  the  battles  of  Murfreesboro 
j and  Chatahoocnee  River  he  received  slight  wounds 
, which,  however,  did  not  prevent  him  from  con- 
tinuing in  active  service.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  July  30,  1865, 
after  making  a record  of  which  any  man  might 
• well  be  proud. 

When  the  war  came  to  an  end,  Mr.  Cooley 
sheathed  his  sword,  and  returned  to  domestic  pur- 
suits. He  clerked  in  a store  in  Bowling  Green 
for  a few  years,  and  then  opened  a jobbing  busi- 
ness in  novelties,  traveling  on  the  road  and  do- 
ing his  own  selling  for  seventeen  years.  His 
territory  was  confined  to  eleven  counties  in  north- 
ern Ohio,  every  town  in  which  he  visited  regularly. 
For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Bowling  Green,  and  is 
one  of  its  enterprising  and  substantial  citizens. 
In  politics  Mr.  Cooley  is  non-partisan.  He  is  a 
man  who  attends  strictly  to  business,  is  quiet  and 
reserved  in  his  manner,  and  one  would  little  sus- 
pect, from  his  unostentatious  bearing,  that  he 
bore  such  an  active  part  in  the  leading  events  of 
the  greatest  Civil  war  on  record. 

Philip  Bresler,  a leading  and  influential 
member  of  the  agricultural  community  of  Perry 
township,  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  en- 
terprising farmers  of  Wood  county,  owning  300 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  Perry  and  Bloom  town- 
ships. All  the  improvements  are  the  work  of  Ins 
own  hands,  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  him. 
His  buildings  are  of  a substantial  character  and 
he  is  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming. 
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Hocking  township,  Fairfield  Co.,  Ohio,  is  the  j 
place  of  his  nativity,  and  he  was  born  on  May  j 
5,  1840,  to  John  and  Esther  (Nestlerode)  Bresler. 

His  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1780, 
and  there  married  his  first  wife,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  children,  all  but  two  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. At  an  early  day  he  located  in  the  woods  j 
of  Hocking  township,  Fairfield  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
he  planted  a large  orchard,  but  it  has  since  been 
allowed  to  go  to  decay.  There  he  wedded  the  ! 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  that  time  the  widow  of  a 
Mr.  Doner,  by  whom  she  had  three  sons — Chris- 
topher, John  and  David.  Our  subject  is  the 
eighth  in  a family  of  eleven  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  man  and  womanhood.  The  fa- 
ther was  a very  strong  and  active  man,  weighing 
about  two  hundred  pounds,  and  some  of  his  feats 
of  activity  were  remarkable.  He  never  rode  in 
a buggy,  preferring  always  to  go  on  horseback, 
and  up  to  within  five  days  of  his  death,  which 
was  caused  by  running  a nail  in  his  foot,  he 
would  perform  a hard  day’s  work.  He  passed 
away  in  April,  rSdg,  and  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject survived  him  many  years,  dying  at  a ripe 
old  age.  He  always  used  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  his 
chosen  calling  he  was  very  successful,  becoming 
owner  of  320  acres  of  land. 

Although  the  school  privileges  of  Philip  Bres- 
ler  were  limited,  his  training  at  farm  work  was 
not  meager,  and  a great  deal  of  the  labor  on  the 
old  homestead  was  done  by  the  sons.  The 
money  with  which  they  bought  their  clothes,  how- 
ever, was  secured  by  working  for  neighboring 
farmers,  as  it  was  the  father's  plan  to  have  his 
sons  buy  their  own  clothes,  and  the  only  suit  our 
subject  can  remember  as  being  given  to  him  was 
for  taking  care  of  his  father's  favorite  horse — 
“ Logan.  ” 

On  February  2,  1865,  in  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  Mr.  Bresler  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Kiger,  who  was  born  in  Hocking 
township,  of  that  county,  }ulv  23,  1S44,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Eva  (Ward  Kiger. 
who  located  in  the  woods  in  Section  6.  Perry 
township,  Wood  county,  in  September,  1844, 
where  only  a clearing  had  been  made  for  their 
cabin.  There  her  father  died  in  November, 
1845,  being  buried  at  West  Millgrove.  and  the 
widowed  mother  with  her  child  returned  to  Fair- 
field  county,  where  she  departed  this  life  in  July, 
184.6.  Thus,  at  the  age  of  two  years,  Mrs.  Bres- 
ler was  left  an  orphan,  and  she  was  reared  by  her 
grandfather,  William  Kiger,  during  which  time  she 
received  a common-school  education. 


When  Mr.  Bresler  had  reached  his  seven- 
teenth year,  his  father  gave  him  his  time,  and  he 
began  life  for  himself  as  a farm  hand,  saving  his 
earnings,  so  that  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  he 
had  a capital  of  $955.  He  had  been  thoroughly 
instructed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  his  father 
being  a most  competent  teacher,  and  that  voca- 
tion he  determined  to  make  his  life  work.  On 
April  1,  1S65,  he  removed  to  the  land  in  Section 
6,  Perry  township,  where  her  father  had  located 
twenty  years  previous,  making  his  home  in  a log 
house  that  stood  on  the  river  bank:  but  this  was 
replaced  by  a more  commodious  and  substantia! 
residence  in  1871,  where  the  family  still  live. 

Six  children  came  to  brighten  the  household, 
namely:  Christy  A.  H.,  born  January  6,  1S66, 

is  the  wife  of  Hugh  Reynolds,  of  Portage  town- 
ship, this  county;  John  W. , born  January  29. 
1867,  died  September  27,  1888,  and  was  buried 
in  Millgrove  cemetery;  Emma  IT.  born  October 
r 5 , 1S70,  is  now  Mrs.  Alex  Caskey,  of  Portage 
township;  Ella  V.,  born  May  17,  1871,  is  the 
wife  of  Clavton  Musser,  of  Freeport,  Ohio;  and 
Charles  R. , born  March  13,  1876,  and  Jesse  F., 
born  June  1,  1879,  are  at  home.  The  parents 
are  earnest  members  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Bresler  is  serving  as  a 
trustee,  and  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

A.  J.  Hall,  deceased,  was  born  in  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  June  27,  1825,  and  was  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Mills)  Hall.  The  father,  who 
was  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  became  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Likens  township,  Crawford 
Co.,  Ohio,  locating  there  in  1829,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  owned  over  300  acres  of  land. 
He  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
surviving  his  wife  about  eight  years.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six 
daughters.  The  father  was  a tireless  worker  and 
strictly  a self-made  man. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  boys  on  the  frontier,  aiding  in  the  work 
of  clearing  and  breaking  the  land,  and  receiving 
his  education  in  the  primitive  district  school 
that  were  then  found  in  Crawford  county.  As  a 
single  man  he  came  to  Perry  township,  Wood 
countv,  about  1852.  buying  140  acres  of  will 
land  in  Section  f 7 , the  only  impYovement  up'"’ 
the  place  being  an  old  log  house 

Mr.  Hall  was  twice  married,  his  first  urn  ni 
being  with  Miss  Susan  L Dresser,  a daughter 
A ron  Dresser,  and  the  wedding  cerem 
performed  on  Api  •>54  W.  • H 

| ill  health,  they  did  not  goto  house-keeping.  I he 
death  occurred  August  10.  iS;;,  and  in  Port) 
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township,  April  24,  1856,  Mr.  Hall  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Mary  M.  Patterson,  a native 
of  Chautauqua  county,  >>.  Y. , born  September 
19,  1834,  in  the  town  of  Pomfort.  near  Lake 
Chautauqua.  Her  parents,  Nathan  D.  and  Pol- 
ly (Judd)  Patterson,  were  Eastern  people  by  birth, 
and  in  1842  removed  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  lo- 
cating in  Grafton  township.  In  April,  1855, 
however,  they  came  to  Perry  township,  Wood 
county,  where  their  deaths  occurred,  the  father 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  and  the  mother  sixty-eight. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters;  one  child  died  in  in- 
fancy. and  of  the  others  only  two  are  now  living. 

After  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Hall  took  his 
bride  to  his  farm,  which  he  continued  to  clear 
and  cultivate  until  his  death,  October  15,  1870. 
The  widow  was  then  left  with  three  children,  the 
oldest  son  being  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  but  he 
only  survived  his  father  about  a year,  so  that  the 
entire  management  of  the  farm  and  business 
matters  fell  to  Mrs.  Hall.  She  was  equal  to  the 
emergency,  however,  and  has  displayed  excellent 
executive  ability  in  the  care  of  her  land,  which 
comprises  140  acres,  ail  but  forty  of  which  have 
been  cleared  and  placed  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation. 

The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hall  were:  Cyrus,  who  died  in  November,  1871; 
Sarah  J.,  now  Mrs.  M.  D.  Smith,  of  Perry  town- 
ship; and  Wilbur,  who  assists  his  mother  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm.  The  father  was  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
an  honorable,  upright  citizen. 

George  W.  Cummings,  well  known  among 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  Washington  town- 
ship, being  identified  with  many  of  its  interests, 
is  a forcible  illustration  of  the  self-made  man. 
Thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  he  has  success- 
fully paddled  his  own  canoe,  and  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Wood 
county.  Here  his  entire  life  has  been  passed, 
being  a son  of  Walter  and  Olive  (Barlow)  Cum- 
mings, and  born  at  Tontogany.  Februarv  I, 
1852. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Josiah  Cummings, 
was  a native  of  New  England,  born  June  1,  1795. 
and  on  November  24,  1S21,  wedded  Lucy  Church- 
ill, whose  birth  occurred  in  Massachusetts,  April 
6,  1797.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren— Walter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  born 
July  12,  1824;  Mary  Ann.  born  December  t;, 
1 826;  Abner,  born  April  23,  1829;  and  Clark, 
born  October  8,  1834. 

Walter  Cummings  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 


j light  of  day  in  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  and,  on  com- 
1 ing  to  Ohio,  first  located  in  Summit  county;  but. 
in  1832,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  he  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  where  he  re- 
j ceived  most  of  his  education,  and  grew  to  rnan- 
I hood  on  the  farm.  On  May  1,  1851,  he  was 
I united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Olive  Barlow,  who 
j was  born  in  Ohio,  on  the  banks  of  the  Maumee, 

! January  8,  1826,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
; seven  children,  of  whom  George  W.  is  the  eldest. 

I M.  Augusta,  born  October  15,  1853,  is  the  wife 
of  O.  N.  Gregg,  a carriage  manufacturer  of 
Bartlesville,  Ga.,  by  whom  she  has  a daughter, 
j Eva,  now  the  wife  of  Claude  Peyton,  a barber  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.  Hattie  S. , born  March  1,  1836. 
died  December  28,  1876,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  nine  months  and  twenty-seven  days.  Ed- 
1 win,  born  March  16,  1858,  is  a farmer  of  Furnas 
county,  Neb.  Josiah,  born  April  23,  1S61.  is  a 
produce  dealer  c-f  Clafiin,  Ivans.  Melvin  T>. , 
born  June  15,  1864,  is  married,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Walter  and  Daniel,  and  is  an  operator  on 
the  Missouri  Pacific  railroad  at  Clafiin.  Kans. 

; Lucy,  born  Septembers,  186S,  made  her  home 
| in  Toledo,  at  her  stepmother’s,  was  married  to 
j William  Creswell,  January  23,  1896,  and  resides 
j at  Columbus,  Ind.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
| dren  died  August  21,  1877,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one  years,  seven  months  and  twenty -one  days, 
j and  the  father  wedded,  for  his  second  wife,  her 
! sister,  Mary  Barlow,  who  was  born  March  o, 
1831.  Fie  died  June  26,  1S88,  aged  sixty-four 
years. 

Mr.  Cummings,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  spent  his  boyhood  days  upon  his  father's 
farm,  in  Washington  township,  during  which  time 
he  obtained  a practical  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  later  taught  during  the  winter 
| months,  while  in  the  summer  season  he  was  em- 
I ployed  at  farm  labor.  On  the  26th  of  March, 
1874,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Sarah  M 
Hannah,  daughter  of  W.  P.  and  Elizabeth  Han- 
! nah,  representative  farming  people  of  Grand  Rap- 
ids township.  Wood  county.  Five  children  graced 
this  union,  but  three  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
j being;  Charles  O..  who  was  horn  August  5, 

1 1875,  and  is  now  attending  college  at  Olivet, 
Mich.;  and  Edith,  who  was  born  December  i<>, 
18S3,  and  is  also  in  school.  The  mother,  who 
: was  born  July  7,  1846,  died  in  1891,  since  which 
time  Mr.  Cummings  married  Jane  ketchum,  win* 
was  born  November  1.  tS.jo,  and  is  r daughter 
of  James  A.  and  Sarah  Wil-nn  Brown.  Her 
birth  occurred  in  Stark  count)  , this  State 

Mr.  Cummings  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  Ke- 
I publican  principles,  and  has  contributed  o!  hi- 
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means  to  the  establishment  of  educational  and 
religious  institutions. 

William  Bishop,  a stalwart  and  sturdy  rep- 
resentative of  the  noble  yeomanry  who  make  up 
the  agricultural  population  of  Wood  county,  is  a 
resident  of  Bloom  township.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Eagle  township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 25,  1 845,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Eve 
(Smith)  Bishop.  The  father  was  born  in  Madi- 
son township,  Franklin  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1819;  the 
mother  was  also  a native  of  the  same  locality, 
born  May  21,  1821;  there  they  were  married. 
Henry  Bishop  was  a highly  educated  man,  and  had 
followed  teaching  to  some  extent;  but  his  princi- 
pal occupation  was  that  of  farming.  He  re- 
moved to  Hancock  county  in  pioneer  days,  and 
was  drowned  there  June.  18,  1S55.  During  the 
June  freshet  a pile  of  drift-wood  had  accumula- 
ted along  the  creek  through  his  farm,  and  wish- 
ing to  remove  this  he  started  to  swim  across  the 
swollen  stream;  but  cramps  seized  him,  and  he 
sank  to  rise  no  more  alive.  His  body  was  re- 
covered later,  and  interred  in  Bishop  cemetery, 
Eagle  township,  Hancock  county.  Politically 
he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  represented  his 
county  in  the  State  Legislature,  while  in  1840 
he  was  editor  of  the  Hancock  County  Courier , 
a copy  of  which  paper,  dated  October  15,  1840, 
is  now  in  William  Bishop's  possession.  He  left 
to  his  family  a good  farm  of  240  acres,  where 
his  six  sons  grew  to  manhood.  They  are:  George, 
a farmer  of  Reed  township,  Seneca  county;  Will- 
iam, the  subject  of  this  review;  John,  of  Eagle 
township,  Hancock  county;  Isaac,  a farmer  of  the 
same  township;  Smith,  an  agriculturist  of  Clinton 
township,  Seneca  county;  and  Henry,  also  of 
Eagle  township.  Some  time  after  the  death  of 
the  father  of  this  family,  his  widow  wedded  Con- 
rad Line,  again  becoming  a widow;  she  died  Octo-  j 
ber  24,  1896,  aged  75  years,  5 months,  3 days. 

In  much  the  usual  manner  of  most  farmer 
boys  the  early  days  of  William  Bishop  were 
passed,  he  aiding  in  the  work  of  the  fields  and 
attending  the  district  schools.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  began  operations  for  himself,  as 
partner  of  his  brother  George,  in  the  cultivation 
of  a farm  belonging  to  their  mother.  Later  he 
sold  his  interest  in  the  home  farm,  and  bought 
160  acres'in  Portage  township,  Hancock  county, 
but  never  lived  upon  that  tract,  which  he  subse- 
quently sold  at  a considerable  profit.  He  next 
owned  seventy-six  acres  in  Jackson  township, 
same  county,  and  on  selling  that  he  bought 
eighty  acres  in  the  same  locality.  During  this 
time,  however,  he  was  living  on  his  uncle's  1 


(Jacob  Bishop)  farm,  which  he  rented  some 
nine  years.  In  November,  1884,  he  purchased 
the  southwest  quarter  of  Section  21,  Bloom 
township,  Wood  county,  and  on  the  19th  of  the 
following  January  he  brought  his  family  to  this 
place.  He  has  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
locality,  140  acres  of  which  have  been  cleared, 
and  from  ninety-four  acres  of  that  amount  he 
cut  away  the  timber,  making  it  a cultivable  tract. 

On  March  4,  1869,  in  Scipio  township,  Seneca 
county,  Mr.  Bishop  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Juliette  Orner,  who  was  born  in  Fremont, 
Ohio,  January  27,  T850,  and  is  the  second  in  the 
family  of  three  children  of  Jacob  and  Susanna 
(Cashner)  Orner,  the  others  being  Emeline  (now 
Mrs.  George  Kern),  of  Nevada,  Ohio,  and 
Joseph,  of  Lucas  county.  Being  left  an  orphan 
at  the  early  age  of  three  years,  Mrs.  Bishop 
was  reared  by  strangers.  To  our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Bertha  M.,  wife  of  George  Walden,  of 

Bloom  township;  Nancy  J.,  wife  of  Frank  Mona- 
smith,  of  the  same  township;  Mark  P. , at  home; 
Emma  E.,  wife  of  John  Frankenfield,  of  Seneca 
county;  and  Estella,  Mary,  Herbert,  Edson, 
Jacob,  Henry  D.,  Frank,  Ray  and  Ethel,  all 
under  the  parental  roof. 

Although  Mr.  Bishop  has  met  with  reverses, 
he  has  never  become  discouraged,  and  is  now  the 
possessor  of  a good  property.  On  May  1 1,  1895, 
he  lost  his  barn  by  fire;  but  with  characteristic 
energy  he  at  once  rebuilt,  the  new  structure  be- 
ing on  a more  extensive  and  modern  plan.  In 
August,  1895,  the  Northwestern  Gas  Co.  began 
drilling  for  oil  on  Mr.  Bishop’s  farm,  completing 
four  wells  in  March,  1S96.  He  now  has  seven 
wells  on  his  farm,  yielding  eleven  tanks  of  1S0 
barrels  of  oil  each,  every  week,  and  he  has  now 
the  largest  oil  income  from  the  same  number  o! 
wells  of  any  man  in  Wood  county.  Politically 
our  subject  was  a Democrat  up  to  the  time  Peter 
Cooper  ran  for  the  Presidency,  and  he  was  the 
only  man  in  Jackson  township,  Hancock  county, 
who  voted  for  that  candidate.  He  has  served  as 
delegate  to  the  county  conventions  of  that 
county;  was  elected  assessor  of  Bloom  township 
in  1895,  and  re-elected  in  the  spring  of  1896 
without  opposition.  His  uprightness,  integrity 
and  public-spiritedness  have  won  him  the  con!i- 
dence  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  and  he  is 
classed  among  the  most  respected  representative 
citizens  of  Wood  county. 

James  Peeui  es,  who  is  prominent  among  1' 
best  citizens  and  most  successful  agriculturists  1 t 
Perry  township,  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  thu  s 
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October  2 1,  1841,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  An- 
drew and  Ellen  (McDowell)  Peebles,  of  whom  a 
history  is  given  in  another  place. 

Untii  he  was  sixteen  years  old  our  subject  at- 
tended the  schools  in  his  native  city,  and,  as  he 
was  a bright  boy,  and  close  student,  he  learned  ; 
rapidly,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  an  excellent 
education.  His  parents  removing  about  this  time 
to  a place  where  the  advantages  for  study  were  i 
very  poor,  his  schooling  practically  came  to  an  j 
end,  and  he  went  to  work,  assisting  his  father  in 
painting,  working  on  a farm,  in  a hotel,  and,  in- 
deed, at  anything  to  which  he  could  turn  his  hand. 
While  yet  in  his  ’teens  he  was  employed  by  a 
large  landowner,  eventually  becoming  overseer  of 
his  extensive  farm  at  a salary  of  $35  per  month. 

Mr.  Peebles’ parents  in  the  meantime  removed 
from  southern  Ohio  to  Wood  county,  whither  he 
followed  them  on  the  12th  of  August,  1864.  For 
several  years  thereafter  he  worked  on  his  father’s 
farm,  continuing  with  the  latter  for  sometime  after 
he  became  of  age.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was 
twenty  acres  in  Montgomery  township,  and  he 
borrowed  $100  with  which  to  make  the  first  pay- 
ment of  $150.  The  land  was  only  partially  im- 
proved, and  had  on  it  a small  log  house  and  other 
log  outbuildings.  He  later  added  twenty  more 
acres  to  this  farm,  and  so  cultivated  and  improved 
it  that  a few  years  later  he  sold  it  for  $2,000. 

Mr.  Peebles  next  purchased  eighty  acres  near 
Bradner,  for  which  he  paid  $2,400,  the  advent  of 
the  Hocking  Valley  railway  afterward  adding  to 
its  value,  so  that  he  realized  $3,600  from  its  sale. 
He  then  left  Montgomery  township,  and  removed 
to  his  present  location  in  Section  31,  Perry  town- 
ship, where  he  owns  146  acres,  of  which  106 
acres  were  cleared  when  he  took  possession  of  it. 
The  whole  place  shows  evidence  of  superior  care 
and  cultivation,  and  it  is  a valuable  piece  of  prop- 
erty. It  is  due  to  his  good  management,  fine  im- 
provements, with  ditching  and  tiling,  a good  barn 
built  in  1883,  and  a handsome  residence  erected 
in  1887.  addition  to  this  he  owns  a farm  of 
176  acres  of  excellent  land,  highly  improved,  in 
Paulding  county,  Ohio. 

In  February,  1867,  in  Van  Buren,  Hancock 
Co. , Ohio,  our  subject  was  married  to  Sarah  Shue, 
a daughter  of  Frederick  Shue.  a farmer'of  Mont- 
gomery township.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them,  namely:  Edward  J.,  who  has  charge  of  his 
father’s  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Paulding  coun- 
ty; Minnie,  married  John  Malley,  and  they 
live  on  one  of  our  subject’s  farms  in  Paulding 
county;  Jesse  is  at  home  with  his  father.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  June,  1S74,  and 


marriage  with  his  present  wife,  who  was  Miss  Mary 
E.  Andre,  daughter  of  Philip  Andre,  who  removed 
from  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  to  Wood  counts  . 
The  children  of  this  marriage  are — Jennie,  Ella, 
Arthur,  and  Bessie. 

Mr.  Peebles  is  a self-made  man,  full  of  push 
and  enterprise,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  farm- 
ers of  his  township,  who  is  regarded  as  an  excel- 
lent citizen,  and  a man  of  high  principle  and 
honor.  His  genial,  pleasant  manners,  make  him 
many  warm  friend(s.  He  has  always  been  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  interests 
of  his  party,  but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 
He  has  served  several  years  as  a director  of  School 
District  No.  9. 

Henry  D.  Stouffer,  one  of  the  substantial 
and  well-known  business  men  of  North  Balti- 
more, was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Penn.,  July 
26,  1S43.  His  parents,  Joseph  and  Nancy 

(Dobler)  Stouffer,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  the  father  born  in  1812.  the  mother  in 
1815.  This  worthy  couple  were  married  in  their 
native  State,  and  in  1S55  removed  to  Ohio,  set- 
tling on  a farm  west  of  Fostoria,  where  the  fa- 
ther died  September  9,  1891,  the  mother  follow- 
ing him  to  the  better  land,  January  18.  1S95. 
The  farm  is  still  in  the  possession  q*  the  family, 
and  a part  of  it  lies  in  the  oil  region,  twenty-five 
wells  being  sunk  within  one  mile  of  the  propertv. 
Joseph  Stouffer  was  originally  an  Old-time  Whig, 
later  attaching  himself  to  the  Republican  party. 
He  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  viz.  : Henry  D. , sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Samuel,  residing  in  Han- 
cock county,  Ohio;  Josiah,  a merchant  in  Bloom- 
dale,  Wood  county;  Jacob,  living  on  the  old 
homestead  ;.Sarah,  the  wife  of  James  Slosser,  of 
Fostoria;  Susan,  the  wife  of  John  A.  Stoner,  re- 
siding at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn.;  and  Catherine, 
living  at  the  old  home. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Han- 
cock county,  where  he  attended  the  district 
; schools.  He  assisted  his  father  upon  the  farm 
until  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  began  learning 
the  trade  of  a carpenter.  The  Civil  war  break- 
ing out  at  the  time,  he  was  convinced  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  take  part,  and  dropping  his  tools  he 
enlisted,  though  only  a boy,  in  Company  I.  123d 

0.  V.  I.  After  four  weeks  with  the  regiment  at 
Monroeville  Ohio,  he  was  rejected  on  the  regi- 
mental examination;  but,  in  the  spring  of  1805, 
he  re-enlisted  in  Company  G,  189th  O.  V.  1.. 
from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged  October 

1,  1865. 
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On  his  return  to  private  life  Mr.  Stouffer  took 
up  the  occupation  of  a carpenter,  working  in  and 
around  Fostoria  for  three  years.  Subsequently 
he  located  three  miles  north  of  Arcadia,  Han- 
cock Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as 
contractor  and  builder.  In  1874  he  came  to 
North  Baltimore,  where  he  has  since  carried  on 
a hardware  store,  adding  various  other  lines  at 
different  times,  until  now  he  deals  not  only  in 
hardware,  but  also  in  agricultural  implements, 
roofing,  spouting,  buggies,  wagons  and  bicycles, 
etc.,  and  he  has  the  most  extensive  line  of  stoves 
in  the  place.  When  he  first  came  here  there  was 
but  one  business  house  in  the  town,  and  he  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  city.  He  started  in  a small 
way  in  a building  20  x 36  feet.  In  1874  he  put 
up  a business  block,  to  which  he  has  since  made 
extensive  additions  to  accommodate  his  increased 
trade;  and  now,  in  a store  containing  over  8,000 
square  feet,  with  three  sons  acting  as  clerks  and 
machinists,  is  doing  a prosperous  business.  He 
is  known  to  be  a man  of  high  principle  and  strict 
integrity,  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  commun- 
ity as  well  as  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  per- 
sonal acquaintances. 

On  January  12,  1867,  Mr.  Stouffer  was  mar- 
ried in  Fostoria  to  Miss  Mary  j.  Linhart,  who 
was  born  near  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  August  20, 
[839.  Four  children  have  come  to  this  union, 
as  follows:  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  R.  E.  Teets,  of 
Milton  Center,  they  live  at  Montpelier,  Ind., 
and  have  two  children,  Glenna  and  Lena.  Harrv 
O.  is  unmarried,  and  lives  at  North  Baltimore. 
W.  L.  married  Miss  Lillie  Welsh,  of  Beaver 
Dam,  Ohio,  and  resides  at  North  Baltimore. 
Willie  is  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Stouffer  affili- 
ates with  the  National  party.  He  served  as 
member  of  central  committee;  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  city  council  for  five  or  six  years, 
and  has  been  011  the  board  of  health  for  about 
fifteen  years.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Daniel  Knisely  is  one  of  the  active,  promi- 
nent and  enterprising  citizens  of  Montgomery 
township,  and  is  engaged  in  general  farming  in 
Section  14.  He  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
March  27,  1846,  and  when  an  infant  was  taken 
to  Ridge  township,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  b\  his 
parents,  David  and  Mary  (Faylor  Knisely,  who 
were  of  Pennsvlvania-Dutch  descent.  By  trade 
the  father  was  a blacksmith,  ahd  carried  on  that 
occupation  in  connection  with  farming.  When 
eleven  years  of  age,  our  subject  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Section  33,  Montgomery  township. 


I where  the  father  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
j still  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  upon  the  place 
built  a log  house  and  a blacksmith  shop,  where 
he  continued  to  follow  his  trade.  The  family  had 
come  in  wagons  from  Wyandot  county  in  the 
j spring  of  the  year,  when  the  roads  were  almost 
I impassable,  as  much  of  the  land  in  this  countv 
: was  at  that  time  under  water.  The  father  made 
his  home  in  Section  33  until  1864,  when  he  sold 
| that  farm,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Section 
14,  forty  acres  of  which  our  subject  now  owns. 
For  a time  he  also  carried  on  blacksmithing,  but 
later  he  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  now  makes  his  home  at  Fre- 
I mont,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and 
j there  his  wife  died  in  October,  1894.  They  were 
earnest . Christian  people,  respected  by  ail  who 
knew  them,  and  he  has  been  a lifelong  member 
of  the  Republican  party.  The  family  circle  in- 
cluded the  following  children:  Mahlon  C. , who 

| died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Mary  J.,  now  Mrs. 

! William  Meeker,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio;  Rachel 
1 A.,  wife  of  Levi  H.  Rohr,  of  Fremont.  Ohio; 

Daniel,  the  subject  proper  of  this  review;  Malissa. 

1 who  died  at  the  age  of  three  }rears;  Sylvester, 

! who  died  in  infancy;  Jay,  of  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio;  Samantha,  wife  of  Charles  Frankfather.  of 
Portage  township,  Wood  county;  and  A.  F.,  of 
Montgomery  township. 

As  Daniel  Knisely  was  the  eldest  son  of  par- 
! ents  in  limited  circumstances,  his  services  were 
needed  upon  the  home  farm,  and  his  educational 
I privileges  were  therefore  quite  limited;  but  when 
he  was  able  to  attend  school  he  learned  rapidly, 
and  would  have  advanced  very  quickly  in  his 
studies  if  he  had  had  the  opportunity.  He  re- 
mained upon  the  home  farm  until  his  enlistment 
I in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years  when  he  was  put  out  to 
| work  for  his  board  and  clothes. 

While  he  was  quietly  carrying  on  agricultural 
pursuits  the  storm  of  war  broke  over  our  beloved 
country,  and,  in  response  to  the  call  of  the  gen- 
1 eral  government,  Mr.  Knisely  enlisted,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  though  not  yet  eighteen  years  of  age. 
in  Company  L,  23th  O.  V.  I.  He  was  with  his 
regiment  continuously  until  November  30.  1S04. 
when,  at  the  battle  of  Honey  Hill,  S.  C. , he  was 
: wounded  and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Hilton  Head, 
at  which  place  he  was  granted  a furlough  to  conn 
home,  January  25,  1865.  On  the  1st  of  Apr;! 
following  he  rejoined  the  command,  doing  duty  m 
the  Carolinas  until  honorably  discharged,  on  Jum 
1 8,  18C6,  when  he  returned  to  his  home 

Montgomery  township.  Besides  helping  in  tin- 
operation  of  the  home  farm,  he  was  employed  b> 
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. , tilers  for  some  time.  He  also  served  a two-  j 
vi.ars’  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  ; 
midcr  Sylvester  Turner,  of  Freeport,  Ohio,  and 
later  engaged  in  business  with  that  gentleman  for  j 
the  same  length  of  time. 

On  November  28,  1872,  at  Freeport,  was  j 

celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Knisely  and  Miss 
Josephine  Biliman,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
A.  (Bucher;  Billman,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  four  children,  namely:  Roscoe  B.,  Charles  ; 

H..  Arthur  F.  and  Hazel  A.  At  the  time  of  his  ; 
marriage  Mr.  Knisely  owned  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  14,  Montgomery  township,  which  was 
nearly  all  paid  for  by  his  own  earnings.  To  this 
place  he  removed  in  the  spring  of  1873,  and  has  ; 
since  made  his  home  there;  but  he  has  added  to  his  j 
original  purchase  until  he  is  now  the  possessor  of 
! 20  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  while  his  wife  j 
owns  forty  acres  additional.  In  connection  with 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  property,  j 
he  followed  threshing  for  several  seasons,  and 
thus  added  materially  to  his  income.  As  a j 
Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Knisely  takes  great 
interest  in  public  questions,  and  has  filled  several  . 
minor  offices  in  his  district,  including  that  of 
trustee,  which  he  held  for  four  terms.  He  is  a j 
member  and  past  post  commander  of  Randall 
Post,  G.  A.  R. , at  Prairie  Depot,  and  is  a highh 
respected  and  esteemed  citizen  of  Montgomery  j 
township,  where  his  gentlemanly  deportment  and  ; 
genial  manners  have  gained  him  many  friends. 

Hugh  Stkwakt,  one  of  the  most  extensive 
real-estate  owners  of  Wood  county,  and  an  able 
and  energetic  public  official,  was  born  August  20,  j 
i S 39,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Webster  town- 
ship, then  unorganized.  He  is  a descendant  of 
the  ancient  Scottish  clan  of  that  name. 

His  grandfather,  Hugh  Stewart,  and  his  fa-  1 
ther,  Hugh  Stewart  2),  were  both  born  near 
Whitburn,  Scotland,  and  the  latter  for  some 
years  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner 
there.  In  1834  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  within  the  present  boundaries  of  Webster 
township,  on  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics, 
and  one  of  the  first  and  strongest  supporters  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  his  vicinity. 

In  183G  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jennett  David- 
son, who  was  also  born  near  Whitburn,  Scot- 
land. Ten  children  were  born  to  them,  whose 
names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Mar- 

caret,  March  19.  1838,  died  at  the  age  of  ten, 
Hugh,  August  20,  1839;  Jennett,  October  2, 
i S4G,  married  Thomas  Roper,  a farmer  of  Free- 
dom township;  Robert,  March  19,  1842,  died 


February  25,  1864,  from  the  effects  of  hardships 
and  exposure  in  the  army;  James,  April  3,  1S43, 
died  January  7,  1 862 ; William,  July  27,  1844. 
died  February  6,  1S4S;  Ann,  April  7,  1846,  man- 
ages our  subject's  home;  Jane,  March  6,  1848, 
married  William  Davis;  Walter  D.,  April  28, 
1850,  died  March  19,  1872;  and  Mary.  January 
12,  1S52,  married  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  and  died 
January  24,  1886.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  May  15,  1852,  the  mother  survived  until 
April  27,  1883,  when  she  passed  away,  at  the 
residence  of  her  son,  Hugh. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  log  school  houses  of  the  neighbor- 
hood; but  his  shrewd  Scotch  intellect  has  enabled 
him  to  acquire  much  wider  information  than  the 
books,  which  he  studied  there,  afforded  him.  He 
worked  at  the  old  homestead  until  1864,  when  be 
enlisted  in  Company  I.  144th  O.  V.  I.  (Capt. 
John  McKee  commanding).  After  receiving  in- 
structions at  Camp  Chase,  his  regiment  joined  the 
army  of  the  Potomac.  Mr.  Stewart  took  part 
in  the  engagements  at  Monocacy  and  Berryvilie, 
and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  latter  place,  but 
made  his  escape  two  days  later.  Four  months 
after  he  entered  the  service,  he  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  right  leg,  and  honorably  dis- 
charged. Returning  home,  he  again  engaged  in 
agriculture,  and  after  clearing  the  homestead  of 
a debt  of  $750,  he  added  to  his  possessions  from 
time  to  time,  until  he  became  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  largest  farms  in  the  county,  comprising 
in  all  480  acres  of  choice  land.  He  has  never 
married. 

A few  years  ago  he  built  a handsome  resi- 
dence costing'$3,  500,  and  two  barns  of  the  most 
approved  plan,  which  cost  $4,000.  His  chief  in- 
terest is  stock  raising,  and  he  takes  a trip  to  the 
West  every  year  to  make  purchases;  but  he  has 
invested  in  various  business  enterprises,  holding 
shares  in  the  Dunbridge  Elevator  Co.,  and  the 
Dunbridge  Oil  Co.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  has  been  a stanch 
supporter  of  Republican  principles  ever  since. 
His  well-known  ability,  honesty  and  public-spirit 
have  made  him  a popular  candidate  of  his  party, 
and  he  has  been  school  director  for  ten  years, 
member  of  the  board  of  education  three  years, 
township  trustee  and  supervisor  for  nine  years, 
and  constable  for  six  years.  In  1880.  he  was 
elected  county  commissioner  and  ga\  e largely  ot 
his  time  and  energy  to  the  work  of  his  office. 
During  his  term,  the  County  Infirmary  was  built, 
and  new  bridges  and  ditches  provided  in  different 
parts  of  the  county.  He  L a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  F.  \ A. 
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M.,  No.  1 1 2,  of  Bowling  Green,  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Freedom  Lodge,  of  Pernberville,  and  the  G.  A. 
R.,  Robert  Stewart  Post  No.  690,  of  Dunbridge. 

John  Apel,  an  extensive  land  owner  of  Mid- 
dleton township,  was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany, 
November  30,  1824,  and  was  one  of  the  seven 
children  of  George  and  Catherine  Apel,  also  na- 
tives of  that  country. 

When  our  subject  was  a youth  of  sixteen 
years  his  father  died,  after  which  the  lad  worked 
on  the  old  homestead  to  support  his  mother,  un- 
til his  emigration  to  America,  March  22,  1847. 
Ffe  made  the  ocean  voyage  in  a sailing  vessel, 
landing  at  New  York,  May  24,  without  any 
money;  in  that  city  he  pawned  his  watch  to  en- 
able him  to  reach  Buffalo,  thence  working  his 
passage  on  a steamboat  to  Huron,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  hired  out  on  a farm,  in  which 
employment  he  passed  eight  years.  On  March 
2,  1855,  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  with  the 
capital  he  had  acquired  through  his  own  industry, 
frugality  and  perseverance,  amounting  in  all  to 
$1,000.00,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
the  nucleus  of  his  present  extensive  possessions. 
Thereon  he  erected  a good  residence  and  other 
buildings,  and  as  his  financial  resources  increased 
kept  adding  to  his  realty  until  he  is  now  one  of 
the  most  extensive  land  owners  in  Middleton 
township,  being  the  possessor  of  280  acres  of 
improved  land.  His  income  is  also  materially 
increased  by  the  sale  of  the  product  of  twenty- 
four  oil  wells,  which  are  now  in  operation  on  his 
farm,  bringing  him  a nice  income  per  month. 
He  also  owns  stock  in  the  First  National  Bank 
at  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Apel  has  been  twice  married.  In  1847, 
in  Erie  county,  he  wedded  Margaret  Busser,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  February  13,  1821,  and 
by  this  union  he  has  had  five  children:  Cather- 

ine, wife  of  Anson  Weaver;  Barbara,  wife  of 
George  Hartman;  Henry,  a farmer  of  Middleton 
township;  Maggie,  wife  of  Dr.  F.  Klusson,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio;  and  Sophia,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  of  these  passed  away  September  12, 
1889,  in  Middleton  township,  and  March  12, 
[891,  Mr.  Apel  married  Nannie  Johnston,  who 
was  born  in  Perrysburg  township,  October  14, 
1864,  a daughter  of  Freeman  Johnston,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war.  To  each  of  his  children,  when 
they  commenced  life  for  themselves,  Mr.  Apel 
gave  $2,000.00. 

In  politics,  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  and 
for  three  years  served  as  school  director.  His 
religious  connection  is  with  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  and  he  is  a benevolent,  charitable  gen- 


tleman of  genial,  hospitable  disposition,  well 
liked  by  all  who  know  him.  Though  he  did  not 
serve  in  the  Civil  war,  he  showed,  his  patriotism 
to  his  adopted  country  by  substantially  aiding 
all  movements  advanced  in  support  of  the  Union. 
He  began  life  a poor  boy.  had  to  endure  many 
hardships  and  trials,  and  the  success  which  he 
has  now  gained,  is  therefore  doubly  creditable  to 
him.  In  1855,  he  lost  all  of  his  crops  through 
floods,  and  he  and  his  family  were  obliged  to  live 
on  corn  bread  and  acorn  coffee  for  two  years. 
In  18S1,  he  visited  the  Old  Country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seeing  his  mother  and  some  old  friends. 
He  took  the  steamer  at  New  York  City,  December 
1,  and  landed  in  Bremen  December  17.  During 
this  voyage  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his 
leg,  from  which  time  until  February  20,  1S82,  he 
was  under  a doctor’s  care.  He  left  German} 
March  12,  and  arrived  home  March  29,  1882. 

Joshua  V.  Smith,  the  oldest  gentleman  in 
Troy  township,  now  makes  his  home  in  Section 
5.  He  was  born  in  Bellefontaine,  Logan  Co., 
Ohio,  on  October  ;,  1819,  and  with  his  parents, 
Joshua  and  Huldah  (Alger)  Smith,  came  to  Per- 
rysburg, Wood  county,  as  early  as  1826.  The 
settlements  at  that  time  were  widely  scattered, 
the  county  was  almost  an  unbroken  forest,  a 
great  deal  of  the  land  was  covered  with  water, 
and  the  work  of  civilization  had  scarcelv  begun. 
During  the  seventy  years  of  his  residence  here, 
he  has  watched  the  wonderful  changes  that  have 
taken  place,  and  contributed  his  share  in  the  de- 
velopment and  upbuilding. 

His  father  was  born  and  reared  in  Rhode  Isl- 
and, and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  met  and  married  Huldah 
Alger,  whose  birth  occurred  near  Albany,  that 
State.  In  1816.  they  emigrated  westward,  loca- 
ting in  Ohio,  and  the  following  year  made  a 
home  at  Bellefontaine;  but  the  year  1826  found 
him  a resident  of  Perrysburg,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  brick,  and  also  worked  at 
the  mason’s  trade.  He  removed  to  Troy  town- 
ship in  1832,  locating  near  Stony  Ridge,  on  a 
arm  for  which  he  had  traded  property  that  he 
owned  in  Perrysburg.  He  continued  its  cultiva- 
tion until  his  death,  which  occurred  many  years 
ago.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
on  January  31,  1879.  In  their  family  were 

seven  children,  as  follows:  Lucy,  wife  of  Julius 

Blinn,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Maria,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; John  Lee.  who  died  of  cholera,  July  27, 
1854;  Joshua  V. , ,4  this  sketch;  Jacob,  who  en- 
listed at  Stony  Ridge,  in  1861,  for  three  years, 
in  the  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  accidentally  killed 


- 


- 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OH  TO. 


1025 


January  7,  18(55,  by  a limb  falling  from  a tree; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Van  Camp,  who  died  in  Lemoyne, 
Wood  county,  in  1866;  and  Clarissa,  wife  of 
Samuel  Shook,  of  Stony  Ridge,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  seven 
vears  of  age  when  brought  to  Wood  county,  and 
secured  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Perrys- 
burg.  After  leaving  the  school  room  he  spent 
his  summers  in  farming,  while  during  the  winter 
months  for  twenty  years  he  bought  furs  for  the 
firm  of  Hollister  & Blinn.  He  also  engaged  to 
some  extent  in  brick  making.  On  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war  he  resolved  to  strike  a blow  in 
defense  of  the  Union,  and  was  the  first  man  to 
enlist  in  Troy  township,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  I.  August  29,  1861.  He 
was  mustered  in  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  was  made 
a wagoner  in  the  army  of  the  Tennessee;  but  on 
account  of  illness  was  honorably  discharged  Oc- 
tober 6,  1862.  However,  on  July  22,  1863,  he 
re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany L,  3d  Ohio  Cav.,  and  was  again  assigned  to 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  participated  in 
many  engagements  in  Tennessee,  Alabama  and 
Georgia,  and  after  the  close  of  hostilities  was  dis- 
charged at  Edgeville,  Tenn.,  in  August,  1865, 
with  an  army  record  of  which  he  may  justly  be 
proud.  On  returning  to  Troy  township,  he  again 
resumed  brick  making  and  farming. 

In  that  township  on  February  22,  1842,  Mr. 
Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Van  Camp,  a native  of  Buffalo,  Erie  Co.,  X. 
Y..  and  a daughter  of  Benjamin  P.  and  Lorena 
(Walker)  Van  Camp,  who  were  also  born  in  the 
Empire  State.  Her  father  was  a shoemaker  by 
trade,  and  in  1836  removed  to  Lucas  county, 
Ohio;  but  the  following  year  located  on  a farm  in 
Troy  township,  near  Lemoyne.  His  death,  how- 
ever, occurred  near  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  in 
1875,  and  his  wife  was  called  from  this  earth 
May  S,  1885.  Their  family  consisted  of  nine 
children:  DeWitt,  who  died  at  Lemoyne,  in 

1886;  Mrs.  Hannah  R Utley,  who  died  Novem- 
ber 19,  1 8 S 4 ; Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  Corne- 
lius, of  Bowling  Green ; Harriet,  who  was  the  wife 
of  George  Reddick,  and  died  in  Peru,  Ind.,  in 
1857;  Henry,  of  Decatur,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Jolly,  of  Bowling  Green;  Benjamin  Franklin,  of 
the  same  city;  and  Esther,  who  died  April  19, 
18  79- 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living.  (1)  Cor- 
win H.  died  of  cholera  in  1854,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  (2)  Abram  V'.,  who  now  resides 
in  East  Toledo,  Ohio,  enlisted  in  1862,  in  the 
2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Chick- 


amauga  and  confined  in  Andersonville,  Libbv. 
Belle  Isle  and  Florence,  being  incarcerated  for 
seventeen  months  and  five  days.  During  that 
time  he  endured  all  privations  of  Southern  prison 
life.  After  returning  home  he  lost  an  arm,  the 
effect  of  scurvy.  (3)  Charles  C.  is  married,  and 
resides  at  Hartford,  Mich.  (4)  Joshua  B.  is  mar- 
; ried,  and  resides  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio.  '5 
Huldah  L.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Philes,  of  East 
Toledo.  (6)  Millard  Fillmore  is  married,  and 
j makes  his  home  in  Marion,  Osceola  Co.,  Mich 
; (7)  Walter  H.  is  also  married,  and  lives  in  Mun- 
| gen,  Wood  county. 

In  his  political  faith,  Mr.  Smith  is  a Repub- 
lican, a stanch  follower  of  the  doctrines  as  for- 
mulated by  that  party,  and  before  its  organization 
was  a Whig,  casting  his  first  vote  for  William 
Henry  Harrison,  in  1840.  He  has  served  his 
fellow  citizens  as  trustee  and  constable,  and  is  a 
member  of  Woodford  Post,  G.  A.  R. , at  Perrys- 
burg.  In  all  matters  of  public  spirit  and  enter- 
prise, he  takes  a prominent  part,  and  gives  his  aid 
to  everything  that  will  advance  the  welfare  of  the 
county  w'here  he  has  so  long  found  a pleasant 
home,  and  is  surrounded  by  many  warm  friends. 
He  and  his  wife  are  earnest  Christian  people, 
belonging  to  the  United  Brethren  Church  at 
Lemoyne,  Ohio. 

C.  C.  Hum,  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of 
; Perrysburg  township,  was  born  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  April  3,  1S34,  a son  of  David  and 
Mary  Ann  (Heacock)  Hum.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county.  Penn., 
and  the  mother  in  Newr  York.  They  u’ere  mar- 
I ried  October  20,  1829,  in  Salem,  Ohio,  where 
they  settled  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  father  was  a Democrat  before  the 
war,  afterward  becoming  a Republican,  and  both 
; he  and  his  wife  w?ere  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  They  reared  a family  of  six  children, 
namely:  Angeline,  who  married  Dickson  Hatch- 

er, and  is  now  deceased;  James  W.,  who  died  in 
Beaver  county,  Penn.;  Richard  W.,  living  in 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio;  C.  C.,  our  subject;  and 
Elizabeth,  who  is  deceased.  The  mother  of  th:> 
family  died  when  our  subject  was  six  years  old 

C.  C.  Hum  came  to  Wood  county,  was  edu- 
cated at  the  district  schools  up  to  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  before  coming  to  this  county.  He 
was  a sailor  on  the  lakes,  which  occupation  he 
was  following  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  On 
July  21,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A.  100th 
j O.  V.  I.,  in  which  he  served  as  sergeant  unti 
February  22,  1864.  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Knox- 
i ville,  and  in  other  important  engagements.  Later 
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he  was  made  second  lieutenant  in  the  ist  U.  S. 
Colored  Artillery,  and  promoted  to  first  lieuten- 
ant of  the  same  company  (company  B),  same 
regiment.  Most  of  his  time,  while  an  officer,  he 
served  on  staff  duty  under  Brig.  Gen.  Tilson, 
Maj.-Gen.  Stoneman  and  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillem.  In 
the  fall  of  1865  and  spring  of  1866,  he  was  pro- 
vost marshal  at  Chattanooga,  and  April  1,  1866, 
he  was  mustered  out  of  the  army,  after  having 
faithfully  served  his  country  during  the  en- 
tire war. 

On  his  return  to  Ohio,  Mr.  Hum  settled  on 
his  farm  in  Perrysburg  township,  and  for  ten  or 
twelve  years  thereafter  sold  goods  for  his  own  ac- 
count. He  was  married  September  16,  1857,  to 
Miss  Caroline  E.  Davenport,  who  was  born  in 
Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  May  18,  1831,  a daugh- 
ter of  Alanson  and  Eliza  (Middaugh)  Davenport, 
the  father  a native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1807, 
the  mother  born  in  New  York  the  same  year. 
They  had  a family  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
George  M. , a farmer  of  Barry  county,  Mich.; 
Caroline  E.  (Mrs.  C.  C.  Hum);  Hannah,  now 
Mrs.  C.  Priest,  in  Michigan;  Sarah  M.,  Margaret, 
William  H.  and  James,  all  four  deceased;  Har- 
riet L.  (Mrs.  John  Wade),  of  Wood  county;  and 
Newman  R.,  a farmer  of  Wood  county.  The 
family  came  to  Ohio  in  1847,  locating  first  in 
Huron  county,  in  1853  moving  to  Wood  count)', 
where  the  mother  died  in  1876,  the  father  in 
1893.  He  moved  to  New  York  when  a boy,  and 
became  a cooper  by  trade,  later  following  farm- 
ing. In  politics  he  was  originally  a Whig,  after- 
ward a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was 
a Presbyterian.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hum  were 
born  three  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Walter  C., 

married  Miss  Elma  Strickland,  and  they  have 
three  children — Chester,  Loran  and  Martha.  (2) 
Alva  A.  married  Emily  Bruce,  and  they  have 
three  children— Earl,  Bessie  and  Nell;  and  (3) 
James  died  when  nine  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Hum  is  a Republican,  and  was  infirmary 
director  one  term,  declining  a second  nomination. 
He  is  a member  of  Wolford  Post,  G.  A.  R. , and 
is  the  only  ex-commissioned  officer  in  the  town- 
ship. He  is  also  a member  of  the  E.  & A.  M., 
is  master  of  the  lodge  at  Perrysburg,  and  has 
filled  all  the  chairs.  He  is  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  and  a great  reader,  keep- 
ing abreast  of  the  times  on  all  the  topics  of  cur- 
rent interest.  Mrs.  Hum  is  a member  of  the  M. 
E.  Church. 

Dudley  H.  Avery,  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Ross  & Avery,  prominent  hardware  dealers  at 
Bowling  Green,  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 


I young  business  men  of  that  wide-awake  com- 
; mumty.  The  house  of  which  he  is  now  a part- 
| ner  is  one  of  the  oldest  business  concerns  in  the 
vicinity,  having  been  founded  in  1857  by  the  late 
Enoch  Wiley. 

Mr.  Avery  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
April  11,  1S57,  the  son  of  J.  O.  and  Harriet 
| (Manley)  Avery.  His  father  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1828,  and  came  to  Wood  county  in 
1852,  where  he  has  since  followed  farming  as  an 
occupation.  He  is  a progressive  and  patriotic 
citizen,  and  went  to  the  front  as  a soldier  during 
the  Civil  war.  He  now  resides  near  Weston. 
Wood  county.  Our  subject  received  an  excellent 
education  in  his  youth  in  the  public  schools  of 
Oberlin,  and  the  Normal  School  at  Fostoria. 
His  first  business  venture  was  at  farming  in  Plain 
township,  Wood  county;  but  after  six  or  seven 
years  he  abandoned  that  for  a grocery  store  at 
Bowling  Green.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in 
| the  hotel  business  on  Mackinac  Island,  on  the 
Straits  of  Mackinac;  but  February  15,  1895.  he 
bought  an  interest  in  his  present  enterprise, 
where  his  ability  and  energy  have  a congenial 
1 field. 

Mr.  Avery  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Ettie 
Wiley,  who  was  born  in  Perrysburg  September 
| 23,  1857.  Her  father,  Capt.  Enoch  Wiley,  who 
was  the  original  owner  of  the  store,  with  which 
Mr.  Avery  is  now  connected,  was  born  in  Lewis- 
ton, Penn.,  October  9,  1833.  In  1837,  he,  with 
his  family,  moved  to  Bowling  Green,  Ohio, 
where  he  lived  until  he  entered  the  army.  On 
the  first  day  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River  he  fell 
mortally  wounded.  The  G.  A.  R.  Post,  of 
Bowling  Green,  was  named  “Wiley  Post''  in 
honor  of  him.  One  son,  Ray  Dudley,  has  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery.  Our  subject  is  a 
Republican,  and  influential  among  the  younger 
I element  of  the  party. 

John  H.  Andreas.  This  popular  young  busi- 
ness man  was  born  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  in  1865, 
and  when  eight  years  of  age  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Bowling  Green.  His  earlier  years 
were  spent  in  school,  and,  when  old  enough,  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  Charles  Miller,  who  kept 
a bakery  and  restaurant,  and  later  u’as  with  Par- 
menter  Bros.  & Smith,  clothing  merchants. 

In  1S84  Mr.  Andreas  took  a trip  through 
Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  spending  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  and  the  first  few  months 
of  the  following  year  in  college  at  Valparaiso 
Ind.  During  July  of  18S5,  he  went  to  Mon- 
tana, where  he  was  employed  as  foreman  by  the 
I Anaconda  Copper  Co.  He  was  sent  by  the  Ana- 
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conda  Copper  Co.  to  Georgetown,  Mont.,  to 
make  a 30-day-test-mill  run  on  gold  ore,  from  the 
Pvrenese  gold  mine,  resulting  in  general  satis- 
faction to  the  company,  and,  when  in  mining 
countries,  his  occupation  was  that  of  gold  amal- 
gamator, and  he  has  proven  by  his  work,  as  well 
as  written  recommendations  from  prominent 
mining  companies,  that  he  is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  State  of  Idaho.  He  has  treated  gold,  silver 
and  copper,  during  his  sojourn  in  the  West.  He 
was  engaged  in  that  and  other  mining  pursuits 
for  two  years.  In  1887  he  went  to  Idaho,  and 
discovered  the  Yixie  and  Franklin  mines  in  Pine 
Grove,  which  latter  place  was  founded  by  himself 
and  brother.  The  two  young  men  operated 
these  two  mines  until  1 890,  when  our  subject  accep- 
ted a positon  as  traveling  man  for  the  Western  Re- 
source Paper  House,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and 
meanwhile  organized  a mining  company  in  Chi- 
cago. He  leased  and  bonded  his  interest  in  the 
mines;  but  in  the  money  crash  of  1893,  said 
company  could  not  draw  their  money  from  banks, 
so  the  mines  and  mills  stand  as  before,  although 
he  and  his  brother  Frank  still  retain  a control- 
ling interest  in  the  property.  During  the  opal 
excitement,  Mr.  Andreas  was  sent  to  the  fields 
on  Snake  river,  Idaho,  by  a Chicago  and  Boise 
City  syndicate,  making  several  valuable  pur- 
chases for  the  company.  It  was  at  his  sugges- 
tion that  the  exhibit  of  “American  Opals”  was 
made  at  the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago  in  1S93. 

Mr.  Andreas  returned  to  Bowling  Green  in 
1893,  and  the  following  year  entered  into  the 
restaurant  business  on  South  Main  street,  where 
his  place,  “The  Idaho, " became  so  popular  that 
he  had  to  move  to  more  roomy  quarters,  and  is 
now  located  in  the  Union  Hotel  block,  where  he 
is  carrying  on  a flourishing  business.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
during  his  life  in  the  West  became  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  ieading  politicians  and  finan- 
ciers of  that  section.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A. , 
the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  Mr.  Andreas  is  popular  both  in  business 
and  private  circles,  and  is  a highly  respected 
citizen. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  R.  Andreas, 
was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a tailor.  When  about  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  he  removed  to  Ohio,  locating 
»rst  in  Wayne  county,  and  afterward  at  West 
Salem,  in  both  of  which  places  he  followed  the 
•ccupation  of  a merchant  tailor.  lie  next  re- 
moved to  Sandusky  county,  near  Fremont,  where 
*le  was  engaged  in  farming  when  the  Civil  war 


' broke  out.  With  other  of  his  patriotic  country- 
men, he  enlisted  in  the  72nd  O.  V.  L,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  R.  P.  Buckland;  but  before  the 
regiment  left  he  met  with  an  acccident  by  which 
one  of  his  legs  was  broken.  This  delayed  his 
I active  service;  but  after  regaining  the  use  of  his 
limb  he  again  joined  the  regiment,  serving  in  the 
| construction  corps.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
| removed  his  family  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
died  in  1891.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
| Mary  Collar,  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Penn., 
in  1844.  She  is  still  living  in  the  enjoyment  of 
I good. health,  and  makes  her  home  in  Bowling- 
Green.  To  this  estimable  couple  were  born  eight 
1 children,  namely;  Henry,  who  died  when  two 
years  old;  Almeda,  wife  of  William  Alexander, 

! living  at  Pemberville,  Ohio;  Frank,  who  is  en- 
gaged with  our  subject  in  the  mining  business  in 
the  West,  and  who  now  has  charge  of  their  prop- 
erty there  (mines  and  mineral  springs  (medical) 
at  Pine  Grove,  Idaho);  Lorinda,  the  wife  of  Da- 
vid Ivlotz,  residing  in  Helena,  Sanduskv  county; 
John  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Emma  and  Amelia 
j (twins),  the  latter  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
i Householder,  of  Wood  county;  and  Charles,  who 
has  charge  of  a ranch  in  Idaho. 

Joseph  H.  Mitchell,  who  has  been  a promi- 
j nent  agriculturist  of  Wood  county,  and  at  this 
i writing  is  a director  of  the  county  infirmary,  is 
spending  the  later  years  of  his  life,  retired  from 
i active  business,  in  his  pleasant  home  at  Bowling 
Green.  He  was  born  in  Liberty  township,  Wood 
county,  April  22,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
; and  Ann  (Trass)  Mitchell. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of 
Somersetshire,  England,  where  he  was  born  in 
1802,  and  where  he  was  married,  his  wife  being 
a native  of  the  same  place,  her  birth  occurring  in 
1S07.  They  came  to  America  in  1830,  locating 
first  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and  three  years 
! later  took  up  their  residence  in  Wood  county. 

They  settled  on  government  land  in  Liberty 
! township,  and  made  their  home  there  for  ten 
years,  then  removing  to  Plain  township  adjoin- 
ing, where  they  built  a house  and  resided  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Joseph  Mitchell  owned 
250  acres  of  land,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  that  vicinity.  When  he  first  made  his  home 
here,  there  was  but  one  log  house  where  the  city 
of  Toledo  now  stands,  and  the  land  on  which  it 
is  built  was  then  worth  only  three  dollars  per 
acre.  He  lived  long  enough  to  witness  t tie  won- 
derful growth  and  prosperity  of  this  section  of 
the  State,  his  death  taking  place  October  27, 

I 187S,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  September  17, 
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1885.  The  parental  family  comprised  six  chil-  j 
dren,  namely:  Martha  J.  is  now  Mrs.  j.  H.  Howes, 
of  Plain  township;  Mary  Ann  married  Joseph 
Logan,  of  Deerfield,  Mich.,  and  died  March  4, 
1863;  Joseph  H.  ; Samuel  L.  lives  in  Bowling- 
Green;  Elizabeth  A.  married  James  R.  Judson, 
of  Bowling  Green;  Oliver  C.,  born  August  I, 
1848,  lives  in  Bowling  Green. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
Plain  township,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the 
csmmon  schools  at  Bowling  Green.  On  the 
breaking  outof  theCivil  war,  his  patriotic  impulses 
led  him  to  offer  his  services  in  defence  of  his 
country;  and  he  enlisted  August  14,  1862,  in 
Company  D,  111th  O.  V.  I.  His  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
participated  in  the  following  memorable  engage- 
ments: Campbell  Station,  siege  of  Knoxville, 
Fort  Sanders,  Strawberry  Plains,  Blain’s  Cross 
Roads,  Resaca,  Rocky  Face,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Decatur,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro, 
Stone  Mill,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell served  his  company  as  corporal,  and  was  un- 
harmed during  the  campaign;  but  was  taken  ill 
shortly  before  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was 
obliged  to  return  home,  being  discharged  July  4, 
1865,  at  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee. 

Our  subject  was  married  December  26,  1865, 
to  M iss  Martha  Taburn,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land April  18,  1841.  Their  only  child,  Minnie, 
who  was  born  June  10,  1S6S,  is  the  wife  of  W. 
F.  Ries,  and  they  have  one  son,  Freddie  M.  Aft- 
er his  marriage  Mr.  Mitchell  settled  on  a farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Liberty  township,  Wood  coun- 
ty, where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has 
always  been  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  was  the 
first  man  in  his  township  to  use  tiling  on  his  land. 
The  first  year  he  put  in  600  rods,  greatly  to  the 
amusement  of  his  neighbors,  who  thought  it  a 
very  foolish  undertaking.  But  at  the  close  of  the 
season  he  had  the  laugh  on  his  side,  as  he  had 
an  excellent  crop  of  corn,  which  he  sold  atseven- 
ty-fi  ve  cents  a bushel,  while  they  had  nothing. 
The  following  year  other  farmers  followed  his  ex- 
ample, with  satisfactory  results.  He  now  has 
r, 500  rods  laid  upon  his  farm,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  productive  in  that  locality. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  as 
an  old  soldier  is  greatly  interested  in  everything 
connected  with  the  events  of  those  stirring  times. 
He  never  fails  to  attend  the  reunions  of  the  vet- 
erans of  the  war,  at  which  many  interesting  stor- 
ies are  told,  and  the  battles  fought  over  again. 
He  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  for  many 
years,  and  in  November,  1893,  was  elected  a di- 
rector of  the  County  Infirmary,  and  re-elected  in 


November,  1896.  Both  himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  are 
among  the  most  esteemed  and  respected  citizens 
of  their  community . 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph 
Mitchell,  came  to  America  some  two  years  later 
than  his  son,  and  located  in  Liberty  township, 
where  he  entered  land  from  the  government,  and 
where  he  died  when  about  eighty  years  old,  his 
wife  having  passed  away  soon  after  reaching  her 
new  home.  The  children  were  as  follows:  John, 
who  died  in  England;  Joseph,  the  father  of  our 
subject;  Mary,  who  married  Thomas  Pullman,  of 
New  York  City;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Henrv 
Wilkinson,  and  died  in  Ashtabula  countv,  Ohio; 
Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Holden, 
of  Chicago,  111.,  and  died  in  that  city;  Martha, 
who  married  Alexander  P.  Logan,  of  Deerfield, 
Mich.;  Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
Morrison,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Samuel,  who  died 
in  DeWitt  county,  Mo.;  and  Thomas,  who  died 
in  Elkhorn,  Wisconsin. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Trass,  whose  family  of  children 
were:  Senath,  Margaret,  Ann,  Henry.  Joseph, 
and  Catherine. 

John  H.  Needles,  a highly  respected  farmer 
of  Jackson  township,  was  born  in  Hancock  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  August  19,  1857,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Mary  Harris)  Needles.  He  attend- 
ed schools  near  his  home,  and  spent  the  hours  of 
vacation  in  aiding  his  father  in  the  farm  work. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  Rawson,  Hancock 
county,  February  21,  1878,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Olive,  daughter  of  Abram  and  Anna 
(Hanna)  Flick.  They  were  natives  of  Ohio, 
married  in  Fairfield  county,  and  soon  after  took 
up  their  residence  near  Rawson,  Hancock  county. 
They  had  four  children:  Alice,  Olive,  Rufus  and 

Lydia.  Mr.  Flick  was  twice  married,  and  by  his 
first  union  had  six  children.  He  was  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  and  farmer,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  died  in  Hancock  county. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  removed  with 
his  bride  to  Rawson,  where  for  a year  he  engaged 
in  operating  a sawmill.  He  then  sold  that  prop- 
erty, and  bought  a farm  of  twenty  acres,  on  which 
he  lived  for  two  years,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  purchased  his  present  property,  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres,  that  was  then  in  its  prim- 
itive condition.  He  placed  a considerable  por- 
tion of  it  under  cultivation;  but  after  two  years 
he  sold  it  to  his  father,  and  returned  to  Hancock 
county,  where  he  spent  the  succeeding  two  years 
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on  a farm  of  fifty  acres,  that  he  had  purchased 
there.  He  then  again  bought  his  old  home,  in  j 
Jackson  township,  Wood  county,  and  soon  after 
erected  his  present  residence;  he  has  since  added 
forty  acres  more,  making  now  a fine  farm  of  120 
acres.  His  farm  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appear- 
ance, and  is  now  a desirable  property. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Needles  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children:  Arthur  Cloyd,  Ada 

Violet  and  Mary  Maud.  The  parents  are  well- 
known  in  ’this  locality,  and  are  highly  esteemed 
by  their  many  friends.  In  his  political  views, 
Mr.  Needles  is  a stalwart  Republican;  he  served 
as  school  director  for  a number  of  years,  and 
while  living  in  Rawson  was  appointed  constable, 
but  would  not  accept  the  office,  caring  nothing 
for  political  preferment.  He  is  an  active  worker 
in  the  United  Brethren  Church  of  Hoytville. 

Henry  J.  Rudolph  is  one  of  the  progressive 
and  enterprising  merchants  of  Wood  county,  and, 
as  he  is  both  widely  and  favorably  known,  we 
feel  assured  that  the  record  of  his  life  will  prove 
of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  He  was  born 
November  22,  1861,  in  Republic,  Seneca  Co., 
Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  Rudolph,  a native 
of  Germany,  who  in  that  country  learned  and  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  shoemaking.  In  1852,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Amer- 
ica, and  for  a few  years  thereafter  worked  as  a 
laborer  in  Seneca  county;  he  then  opened  a cus- 
tom shoe  shop  in  Republic,  and  continued  in  that 
business  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  locating  on  a forty-acre  tract  of  wild  land 
in  Lake  township.  His  first  home  was  a log 
cabin,  but  it  has  since  been  replaced  by  a com- 
modious frame  residence,  and  the  other  improve- 
ments of  a model  farm  have  been  added. 

Charles  Rudolph  was  married  in  Republic  to 
Sarah  Heirwagoner,  a native  of  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Henry  J. ; Edson  C.,  a farmer  of  Lake 

township;  Louisa,  wife  of  John  Bringman,  of 
Wood  county;  Amelia,  wife  of  John  Gilbert,  of 
Moline,  Ohio;  Maria,  wife  of  William  Hackman, 
of  Lake  township;  Margaret,  wife  of  Thomas 
Crago,  of  Lake  township;  Lawrence,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years;  and  Ellen. 

Our  subject  acquired  a good  common-school 
education  in  Lake  township,  and  laid  aside  his 
text  books  at  the  age  of  sixteen  in  order  that  he 
might  give  his  entire  attention  to  the  work  of  the 
home  farm,  at  which  he  continued  until  nineteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter's 
tiade,  which  he  followed  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  embarked  in  general  merchandising  in 


Moline,  carrying  on  a successful  business  there 
for  two  years  and  nine  months.  He  then  became 
station  agent  and  assistant-  postmaster,  and  sold 
his  store  to  F.  J.  Schreiber  & Co.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Mermill,  where  he  purchased  a store 
and  stock  of  G.  C.  Dauterman,  and  greatly  en- 
larged the  stock.  There  he  did  a good  business 
until  May,  1891,  when  he  sold  out,  as  he  had  be- 
gun business  a year  previous  at  his  present  loca- 
tion. In  1892  he  made  a large  addition  to  his 
store,  and  in  1 894  built  another  extension  thereto. 
His  trade  has  constantly  increased,  and  he  receives 
from  the  public  a very  liberal  patronage.  Owing 
| to  his  well-directed  efforts,  his  enterprise  and 
| honorable  dealing,  he  has  secured  a handsome 
! competence,  and  to-day  ranks  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Wood  county. 

On  January  22,  1891,  Mr.  Rudolph  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Nettie  E.  Mercer,  who  was 
born  in  Liberty  township,  May  6,  1870,  a daugh- 
! ter  of  Charles  and  Jane  (Mominee)  Mercer.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  for  throe  years 
he  served  as  postmaster;  but  he  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  at- 
tention to  his  business  interests,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  signal  success.  Religiously  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Disciples  Church. 

Loren  D.  Langmade.  The  romantic  his- 
tory of  Scotland,  the  pure,  unselfish  patriotism 
of  her  Wallace  and  her  Bruce,  and  the  inherent 
love  of  liberty  in  tire  hearts  of  her  sons,  have  been 
themes  of  which  the  world  never  wearies.  The 
blood  that  was  so  freely  shed  around  Stirling 
Castle,  or  on  the  moor  of  Culloden,  still  flows 
through  Scottish  veins,  and  never  a deadly  shaft 
is  aimed  in  Freedom's  name,  but  finds  some  as- 
sistance wafted  on  the  breeze  from  the  waving 
heather.  The  family  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  of  Scottish  origin,  and  that  the  descendants 
have  proved  themselves  true  sons  of  worthy  sires 
will  be  easily  seen. 

Samuel  and  John  Langmade  came  from  Scot- 
land and  settled  in  New  Hampshire  in  the  year 
1750.  They  were  in  the  Revolutionary  war, and 
were  what  were  called  “Cow-boys."  After  the 
war,  John  Langmade  settled  in  Canada.  He 
■ had  but  one  son.  Samuel  (great-great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject),  had  five  sons — Stephen, 
Samuel,  Solomon,  Winthrop  and  Gideon — and 
three  daughters—  Suke,  Fanny  and  Sally.  Ste- 
phen and  Samuel  both  became  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  serving  in  the  infantry  through- 
out the  whole  war. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Stephen  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  , married  and  moved 
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to  Rutland,  and  later  to  Danville,  Vermont, 
where  he  died  about  the  year  i Soo,  leaving  a 
family  of  five  boys,  whose  names  were  William, 
Samuel,  Solomon,  Jonathan  and  Stephen.  Solo- 
mon served  with  the  dragoons  during  the  war  of 
1812,  and  for  some  heroic  deed  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  captain;  but  on  account  of  youth  and 
bashfulness  he  refused  the  position,  although  he 
was  mustered  out  as  captain.  William,  who 
, was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Danville,’  Vt. , February  22,  1790.  He  also  did 
his  part  in  the  war  of  1812,  being  a hospital 
steward,  afterward  promoted  to  surgeon.  He 
lived  at  Barton,  St.  Johnsburv,  and  Danville, 
Vt.,  and  he  was  a great  horse  farrier  and  trainer, 
once  owning  the  famous  Justus  Morgan  horse. 
About  1827,  he  moved  to  New  York  State,  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Arcade,  thence  moving 
to  Sardinia,  where  he  kept  a hotel;  but  this  he  gave 
up  and  returned  to  his  profession  as  his  services 
were  needed  and  appreciated.  In  1838  he  moved 
to  the  town  of  Yorkshire.  About  the  year  1818, 
he  had  married  Effie  Sweat,  by  whom  he  had  five 
sons.  After  her  death,  which  occurred  about 
1832,  he  married  Laura  Davis,  and  by  this  union 
he  had  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  chil- 
dren were:  Stephen  S.,  William  F.,  Nathan  N., 
George  P. , Lorenzo  D.,  Andrew  J.,  Mason  C., 
Daniel  P.,  Asenath  M.,  Amelia  A.,  Melissa  A., 
Janett  A.,  and  Mary  A.  Stephen  S. , the  eldest 
son,  was  born  in  Vermont ; William  F.  (the  father 
of  our  subject),  was  born  in  Canada,  while  his  par- 
ents were  there  on  a visit,  and  to  collect  some 
money;  Nathan  N.  was  born  in  Vermont;  and  the 
remaining  children  were  born  in  New  York.  An- 
drew J.  served  three  years  and  five  months  in' the 
late  war,  and  was  in  twenty-one  battles.  He 
was  six  months  a prisoner  of  war  in  Libby,  Belle 
Isle  and  Salisbury  Rebel  prisons.  He  has  been 
elected  fifteen  times  in  succession  as  commander 
of  the  G.  A.  R Post,  and  holds  an  appointment 
on  the  commander-in-chief’s  staff  with  rank  as 
colonel.  He  received  a Medal  of  Honor  from 
the  State  of  New  York  for  bravery  at  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Loren  D.  Langmade,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  February  22,  1853,  in 
Yorkshire  Center,  N.  Y. , and  is  the  sen  of  Will- 
iam F.  and  Ervilla  H.  (Record)  Langmade. 
William  F.  Langmade,  a carpenter  and  joiner  by 
occupation,  gave  his  son  a fair  education  at  the 
schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  From  the 
age  of  twelve  to  sixteen  years  young  Loren  was 
also  a student  at  Tenbroeck  Academy,  at  Frank- 
linville,  N.  Y. , and  from  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
began  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  first  as 


j a clerk  in  a store  at  Springvale,  N.  Y.  In  1870, 
i having  been  seized  with  the  “ Western  fever,”  he 
| set  out  for  Mound  City,  Ivans. , where  he  found 
employment  at.  various  occupations,  and  also 
taught  school  one  winter,  near  Garnett,  Anderson 
county.  In  the  fall  of  1871,  he  returned  to  his 
native  State,  and  entered  the  employ  of  J.  G. 
Ayers,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  as  traveling  salesman 
for  sewing  machines,  etc.,  a business  he  followed 
| two  years,  after  which  he  conducted  a meat  bus- 
1 iness  at  his  native  place  for  the  same  length  of 
time,  in  which  venture  he  sunk  his  entire  capital, 
i Nothing  daunted,  he  kept  energetically  at  what- 
ever for  a time  offered  adequate  remuneration. 
In  1S76,  he  made  his  advent  at  Bradford,  Penn., 

| where  he  built  a barn  and  established  a livery  and 
i feed  stable,  which  proved  a successful  venture. 

! Here,  in  1879,  he  also  first  became  identified  with 
the  oil-producing  industry,  drilling  his  first  wells 
near  Warren,  Penn.,  and,  by  1885.  had  put  down 
and  owned  some  eight  or  ten  producing  wells, 
i He  lived  at  Tarport  (sometimes  called  East 
Bradford),  a place  then  of  some  4,000  inhab- 
| itants;  and  so  high  was  his  standing  in  the  esti- 
mation of  his  'fellow -citizens,  that,  at  the  city 
election  for  mayor  in  1884,  he  was,  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent,  nominated  by  his  party 
i (Republican)  for  that  office,  was  duly  elected, 
and  served.  In  1885,  after  ten  years'  residence 
at  Bradford,  he  disposed  of  his  interests  there, 
and  removed  to  Ohio,  locating  at  Findlay,  since 
; when  he  has  devoted  his  whole  time  and  energy 
to  the  oil  business.  As  a producer  throughout 
the  oil-fields  of  Hancock  and  Wood  counties, 
and  where  hundreds  engaged  in  the  same  enter- 
prise have  made  failures  of  it,  and  abandoned  the 
business,  he  has,  bv  good  judgment,  keen  fore- 
sight and  persistent  application — many  times 
against  most  discouraging  circumstances — built 
up  a large  and  successful  business,  comparing 
i well  with  that  of  any  of  the  foremost  men  engaged 
in  the  same  kind  of  enterprise  in  his  section. 
The  qualities  of  mind  and  character,  that  have 
contributed  to  make  his  success,  may  be  briefly 
enumerated  as  untiring  perseverance,  indomit- 
able pluck  under  adversity,  business  integrity 
and  fair  dealing,  and  a mind  acute,  prompt  and 
decisive  enough  to  at  once  grasp  golden  oppor- 
tunities. In  the  oil  fields  of  Wood  and  Han- 
cock counties,  Ohio,  his  name  is  a synonym  for 
success.  He  exclusively  owns  upward  of  160 
producing  oil  wells,  and  a three-quarter  interest 
in  one  hundred  or  more  other  producing  welL 
all  in  the  fields  above  named.  In  these  vast  in 
terests  he  employs  an  average  of  sixty-five  hands. 
If  a man  can  properly  be  called  self-made,  who. 
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without  any  financial  inheritance  or  assistance 
from  others  in  early  business  life,  has,  by  his  own 
labor  and  energy,  in  middle  age  accumulated  a 
large  fortune,  and  won  a grand  success,  then  Mr. 
Langmade  can  with  propriety  be  so  described,  as 
he  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  having  had 
no  assistance  save  what  Dame  Nature  provided 
him.  From  his  youth  his  career  has  been  one 
of  constant  and  energetic  activity,  in  which,  it  is 
true,  all  his  enterprises  have  not  been  successful, 
many  of  them  having  been  beset  with  difficulties 
and  adversities  which  were  bravely  met. 

On  June  5,  1890,  Mr.  Langmade  was  happily 
united  in  marriage  with  an  amiable  and  accom- 
plished lady — Miss  Carrie  Hillman— by  which 
union  there  are  two  bright  and  attractive  chil- 
dren: Roy  Loren,  born  May  23,  1891,  and  Feme, 
born  August  14,  1893.  Mrs.  Langmade  is  a na- 
tive of  Sharpsville,  Penn.,  having  been  born  there 
August  13,  1867,  and  is  a daughter  of  William 
Cole  and  Eugenia  (McCullough)  Hillman,  the  first 
of  German  and  the  latter  of  Scottish  ancestry. 
The  father,  William  Cole  Hillman,  was  a Union 
officer  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  serving  as  first 
lieutenant  of  a company  in  the  141st  Penn.  V.  I., 
subsequently  as  regimental  quartermaster,  and, 
after  three  years  of  arduous  service,  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  and  mustered  out  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  is  now  an  honored  resident  of 
Toledo,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Langmade  resides  with  his  family  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Tarr  street  and  Broadway, 
North  Baltimore,  in  a large  and  handsome  resi- 
dence, fitted  with  all  modern  conveniences,  which, 
graciously  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Langmade,  is 
the  scene  of  many  pleasant  gatherings  and  hos- 
pitable greetings  to  their  many  friends. 

Peter  Boozer,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Bloom  township,  was  born  in  Springfield  town- 
ship, Columbiana  Co. , Ohio,  November  26,  1835, 
only  eighty  rods  from  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

His  father,  Henry  Boozer,  was  born  in  Switz- 
erland, in  1801,  and  came  to  the  New  World, 
when  quite  young,  with  his  step-father,  mother 
and  sister,  as  his  own  father  had  died  in  his  na- 
tive land,  when  Henry  was  only  seven  years  old. 
In  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  he  was  bound  out 
to  a farmer,  distiller  and  teamster,  by  the  name 
of  Becker,  with  whom  he  remained  for  four 
years,  and  he  always  said  that  they  were  the 
four  most  pleasant  years  of  his  life,  as  he  could 
fish  and  engage  in  other  boyish  sports  to  his 
heart’s  content.  Bv  trade  he  became  a weaver, 
making  silk,  and  also  coarser  fabrics,  which  busi- 
ness he  followed  in  Pennsylvania.  In  Columbi- 


ana county,  Ohio,  he  wedded  Miss  Catherine 
Painter,  who  was  born  March  25,  1804,  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  Painter,  a millwright  and  miller  by 
; trade.  Mr.  Boozer  first  owned  twenty-four  acres 
of  land  in  that  county,  which  he  traded  for  eighty 
acres  in  Section  10,  Bloom  township,  Wood 
county',  five  acres  of  that  amount  being  cleared. 
Late  in  the  summer 'of  1S45  he  and  his  son 
Henry  came  by  team  to  this  countyg  where  they 
bought  seed  of  neighbors,  and  put  in  their  first 
crop,  returning  to  Columbiana  county  the  last  of 
October.  He  then  brought  the  family  to  their 
| Western  home;  but,  as  no  house  had  been  erected, 
they  lived  for  a time  with  Peter  Painter,  a brother 
of  Mrs.  Boozer,  until  late  in  the  fall  of  1845, 

I when  the  house  was  completed.  That  dwelling 
was  burned  in  1851,  with  all  its  contents;  but, 

| with  the  help  of  neighbors,  the  father  soon  erect- 
| ed  another,  where  he  died  in  December,  1881. 

His  widow  made  her  home  with  her  children 
! until  her  death,  April  26,  1896,  when  she  was 
i aged  ninety-two  years,  one  month,  one  day.  Ten 
| children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  all  in 
1 Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  as  follows:  Adam,  who 
died  while  young;  Henry,  who  died  in  McComb, 
j Ohio;  Mary,  who  makes  her  home  in  Jerry  City, 
j Ohio;  Catherine, who  died  in  girlhood;  Peter,  sub- 
ject of  this  review;  Elizabeth  and  Margaret,  twins, 
the  former  the  wife  of  Levi  Shaffer,  of  Six  Points, 
Portage  township,  Wood  county,  and  the  latter 
a resident  of  Jerry  City;  John,  who  served  as  a 
member  of  Company  D,  iiith  O.  V.  I.,  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Jeffer- 
son county,  111.;  Eh,  who  was  a member  of  the 
same  company,  and  was  killed  near  Franklin, 
Tenn. ; and  William,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Peter  Boozer  was  only  ten  years  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  and  here 
he  attended  an  English  school  for  a short  time 
in  Bloom  township,  his  instruction  before  that 
time  being  in  German.  He  disliked  study,  and 
would  do  almost  any  kind  of  work  rather  than 
attend  school.  As  the  ground  was  mostly  covered 
with  water,  the  children  would  walk  almost  the 
entire  distance  to  the  school  house  on  logs  to 
keep  from  getting  wet.  He  early  became  famil- 
iar with  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  Jremained  at 
home  until  his  marriage.  April  17,  1859,  in 

Henry  township,  Wood  county,  with  Miss  Mary 
i J.  Milbourn.  She  was  born  February  22,  1837, 
in  Augusta  township,  Carroll  county,  and  was 
only  ten  months  old  when  brought  by  her  parents, 
David  and  Emma  Pay  lor)  Milbourn,  to  Wood 
j county,  where  she  received  her  education  and  wa> 
married.  By  this  union  she  has  become  the 
; mother  ot  seven  children,  namely:  Emma  t . 
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wife  of  J.  W.  Lee,  of  Bloom  township;  Harriet 
A.,  wife  of  Allen  Saylor,  of  Jerry  City;  Minerva 
A.,  wife  of  John  F.  Lee,  of  Bloom  township; 
Mar}'  ]).,  wife  of  O.  H.  Snyder,  of  Cygnet, 
Ohio;  Clara  O.,  wife  of  Jacob  Whistler,  of 
Bloom  township;  Minnie  M.,  wife  of  William 
Myers,  of  the  same  township;  and  Bertie  C., 
at  home. 

For  a time  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Boozer 
rented  120  acres  of  land,  and  his  first  home  was 
a rude  affair  of  logs,  14.x  14  feet,  with  a roof 
weighted  down.  The  first  property  he  owned 
was  twenty  acres;  but  he  never  lived  upon  that 
tract,  and,  in  1866,  bought  forty  acres  in  Section 
9,  Bloom  township,  of  J.  D.  Moore,  going  into 
debt  $150.  He  erected  the  first  buildings  upon 
the  place,  and  has  made  all  the  improvements 
thereon.  In  1892  he  built  his  present  residence, 
which  stands  on  the  site  of  his  former  home.  In- 
dustry, diligence  and  energy  have  characterized 
his  entire  life,  so  that  he  is  now  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  and  well  deserves  the  success 
which  has  come  to  him. 

Peter  Blasius,  who  has  won  success  by  de- 
termined and  energetic  effort,  was  born  January 
6,  1840,  in  the  village  of  Nittel,  near  Saarburg, 
in  the  Government  of  Trier,  Rhine  Province, 
Prussia. 

Mathias  Blasius,  father  of  our  subject,  and 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  served  in  the 
German  army,  and  had  the  sight  of  one  eye  de- 
stroyed in  battle.  In  1833  he  was  married,  in 
the  village  of  Nittel,  to  Gertrude  Rheinhardt, 
and  thirty  years  later,  in  1863,  he  brought  his 
family  to  America,  taking  passage  on  a sailing 
vessel  at  Antwerp.  After  a voyage  of  thirty-one 
days  they  landed  at  New  York,  thence  proceed- 
ing at  once  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
worked  for  about  a year  in  a tobacco  factory.  In 
the  fall  of  1864,  in  connection  with  our  subject, 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which  the 
family  removed  in  the  spring  of  1865.  There 
the  father  died  August  25,  following,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine  years;  and  his  wife,  who  was  born 
in  1 8 1 1 , died  in  February,  1892.  They  had  five 
children,  of  whom,  Mathias  was  born  in  Nittel, 
in  1834;  Nicholas,  born  in  1836,  is  now  a farmer 
of  Texas,  Mary,  born  in  1850,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Seaman,  of  Milton  Center;  and  Eliza- 
betha,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Nagel,  died 
in  1887,  at  the  age  of  thirty -six  years. 

Peter  Blasius,  tiie  subject  proper  of  this  rec- 
ord, received  a good  education  in  his  native  land, 
and  on  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  be- 
gan work  as  a farm  hand  at  $5.00  per  year. 


i After  two  years  thus  spent  he,  in  1855,  began  to 
j learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  serving  a three- 
years'  apprenticeship,  and  during  the  first  two 
1 years  had  to  furnish  his  own  clothing  and  tools, 
and  pay  by  way  of  premium  sixteen  dollars  in 
cash,  which  sum  was  returned  to  him  at  the  end 
; of  his  apprenticeship.  For  five  years  after  com- 
ing to  America  he  continued  to  follow  that  busi- 
ness. When  the  family  came  to  Wood  county 
they  were  in  very  destitute  circumstances,  and 
Peter  was  obliged  to  go  to  Toledo  to  work  in 
order  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  rest.  While 
; there- he  was  engaged  in  loading  vessels,  and  for 
j three  consecutive  days  and  nights  he  went  without 
food  or  sleep  in  order  to  support  his  parents, 
j He  has  experienced  many  hardships  and  trials, 
but  perseverance  and  energy  have  overcome 
many  difficulties.  In  August,  1865,  he  purchased 
a small  stock  of  leather  and  some  shoemaking 
tools.  At  the  time  he  purchased  his  farm  of  160 
acres,  in  186S,  he*  was  told  that  all  taxes  had 
been  paid  on  the  land;  but  on  going  to  Perrys- 
; burg  some  time  afterward  he  found  there  was 
; $144,00  back  taxes.  Not  long  afterward  this 
land  was  claimed  by  Boston  parties,  and  Mr. 
Blasius  had  to  secure  a lawyer’s  service  to  protect 
his  interests.  With  unfaltering  courage,  how- 
j ever,  he  continued  his  labors  until  now  he  is  the 
possessor  of  a comfortable  home. 

On  May  5,  1873,  Mr.  Blasius  returned  to  his 
native  land.  He  landed  at  Bremen  after  eleven 
days  spent  upon  the  ocean,  and  remained  on  the 
I continent  until  August,  1873,  when,  with  his 
promised  bride,  he  sailed  from  Antwerp  for  Phil- 
adelphia. They  at  once  continued  their  journey 
to  his  father's  home,  where,  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember. Peter  Blasius  and  Magdalene  Gorgon 
were  married.  She  was  born  in  Luxemburg, 
Germany,  December  1,  1S44,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Magdalene  (Kohl)  Gorgen.  They  located  on 
the  old  family  homestead,  and  in  1887  our  subject 
erected  the  large  brick  residence  which  is  now 
their  home.  To  them  have  been  born  eight 
children,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as 
follows:  Mathias,  September  16,  1874:  John, 

October  19,  1875;  Peter,  October  20,  1876; 

Gertrude,  November  20,  1S77,  died  January  26, 
1885;  Charles  (1),  August  30,  1880,  died  August 
26,  1881;  Charles  (2),  December  2,  t88t,  died 
on  the  30th  of  that  month;  Joe.  September  7, 
1884;  and  Henry,  July  24,  1889. 

Mr.  Blasius  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
takes  a prominent  part  in  educational  work,  hav- 
ing served  .is  school  director  for  111a  years  rl» 
belongs  to  t He  Freemason  Lodge  at  Deshler.  and 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Milton,  both  the  Subordi- 
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nate  Lodge  and  the  Encampment.  His  fine  farm 
of  270  acres,  now  highly  cultivated  and  improved, 
is  evidence  of  his  enterprise  and  well-spent  life. 

Levi  Simon  (2nd),  an  enterprising  and  pros- 
perous agriculturist  of  Bloom  township  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  April  16,  1836, 
in  Auburn  township,  Crawford  county,  Ohio. 

His  parents,  Andrew  and  Leah  (Crist)  Simon, 
were  married  in  1830  in  Mahoning  count}',  and 
settled  upon  a farm  in  Crawford  county,  then  a 
new  region.  They  had  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  eleven  grew  to  maturity,  and  ten  are  still 
living.  In  1851  the  family  came  to  Bloom  town- 
ship, where  the  father  bought  forty  acres  near 
Bloom  Center,  covered  with  heavy  timber,  and 
they  experienced  all  the  trials  of  frontier  life;  a 
small  log  house  afforded  them  their  only  shelter 
for  some  time.  Both  parents  lived  beyond  the 
“three  score  years  and  ten,”  the  mother  dying 
when  seventy-two,  and  the  father  when  seventy- 
six  years  of  age,  and  they  were  both  laid  to  their 
final  rest  in  Weaver  cemetery. 

Levi  Simon  was  the  fourth  child  and  second 
son  of  this  worthy  pioneer  couple.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  of  his  day;  but  his  time  was 
mainly  spent  in  farm  work,  either  at  home  or  for 
others,  his  wages  being  given  to  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-one.  He  then  began  to  work  for 
himself,  and  for  some  time  he  was  employed  in  a 
sawmill  near  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio.  In  August, 
1861,  he  enlisted,  at  Lostoria,  in  Company  H, 
49th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Hays.  After  going 
into  camp  at  Tiffin  and  Camp  Dennison,  this 
famous  regiment  of  fighters  was  sent  to  the  front. 
Mr.  Simon’s  first  engagement  was  at  Shiloh,  and 
then  followed  Corinth,  Lawrenceburg,  Stone 
River,  Liberty  Gap,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge, 
Rocky  Lace,  Resaca,  Cassville  and  Pickett's 
Mills.  In  this  last  engagement  he  was  wounded 
in  the  right  hip  and  left  leg,  and  he  also  received 
a scalp  wound.  He  was  with  his  regiment  con- 
tinuously fexcept  for  one-half  day,  when,  on  the 
surgeon's  advice,  he  rode  on  the  train  instead  of 
marching)  until  February,  1864,  when  became 
home  on  a veteran  furlough.  Shortly  after  re- 
turning to  his  regiment  he  was  wounded,  as  just 
related,  at  the  battle  of  Pickett’s  Mills,  at  4 p.  m. 
on  May  27,  (864,  and  was  taken  prisoner.  He 
lay  in  the  hospital  at  Andersonville  prison  until 
November  20,  1864,  when  he  was  paroled,  and 
sent  to  Savannah  and  then  to  Annapolis.  In 
December  he  came  home;  but  in  March,  1865, 
he  rejoined  his  company  at  Huntsville,  Ala. 
After  the  surrender  of  Lee  part  of  the  regiment 
was  sent  into  Texas,  and  Mr.  Simon  remained  in 


the  service  until  August  27,  1865,  when  he  was 
discharged  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  enlisted  as  a 
{ hardy,  robust  young  man,  and  the  change  in  his 
I appearance  and  health  was  marked  on  his  return. 
During  his  furlough,  in  1864,  he  had  purchased 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  Section  30,  Bloom  township, 

| paying  $50  down,  that  being  all  the  money  he 
■ had.  He  settled  upon  this  little  farm  after  the 
war,  his  sisters  Elizabeth,  Amelia  and  Araminta 
J keeping  house  for  him  for  several  years  in  an  old- 
j fashioned  log  cabin,  with  the  chimney  on  the 
outside,  the  house  in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs  Simon 
began  their  married  life. 

On  April  18,  1872,  our  subject  was  married 
at  Napoleon  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Nyswander,  a na- 
tive of  Pleasant  township,  Fairfield  Cc. , Ohio, 
born  January  26,  1839.  Her  parents,  Christian 
and  Elizabeth  (Daring)  Nyswander,  were  both 
i natives  of  Switzerland,  and  had  come  to  America 
with  their  respective  families,  her  father  when 
thirteen,  her  mother  when  four  years  of  age. 
They  were  married  in  January,  1834,  and  in 
1846  came  to  Wood  county,  locating  in  the 
I wilderness  in  Milton  township,  where  they  cleared 
and  improved  a farm.  Mrs.  Simon  is  a woman 
of  great  mental  ability  and  high  ideas,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  unfavorable  circumstances  of  her 
early  life,  she  succeeded  in  obtaining  a good  edu- 
cation. The  district  schools  furnished  her  ele- 
mentary instruction,  and,  when  she  had  learned 
all  that  they  could  teach  her,  she  attended  the 
select  school  at  Millgrove  taught  by  Alfred  Kelley, 
that  grand  old  pioneer  teacher  to  whom  many  of 
the  leading  educators  of  this  region  owed  their 
best  opportunities.  He  has  helped  many  a strug- 
gling scholar,  furnishing  books,  if  needed,  and 
| waiting  for  his  tuition  fees  until  they  could  be 
i earned  bv  teaching.  Mrs.  Simon  taught  for 
twenty-six  terms  in  Wood  and  Henry  counties, 
her  wages  for  the  first  term  being  $26.  for  the 
three  months,  and  she  has  taught  for  $2.  per 
week. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  Simon  and  his  wife 
| began  housekeeping  in  the  old  log  cabin,  but 
eighteen  months  later  they  moved  into  a new 
; house,  which  has  since  been  enlarged  and  beauti- 
; tied.  They  have  had  four  children:  Herma  E. 

(who  is  proud  of  being  born  in  the  old  log  cabin 
above  mentioned),  Reuben  PI.  and  Jennie  L.  .all 
at  home,  and  Charles  PI.,  who  died  in  infancy 

Mr.  Simon  has  prospered,  adding  to  his  pos- 
sessions until  he  now  owns  250  acres  ot  land,  of 
which  200  acres  are  under  cultivation.  He  is  in- 
dustrious, frugal.  In  uk  st  and  far-s’ghtod,  and  his 
success  is  principally  due  to  these  admirable 
| traits  in  his  constitution.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
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publican,  but  in  local  matters  he  is  not  bound  by 
partisan  ties.  Mrs.  Simon  has  been  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  since  fourteen  years  of 
age. 

William  O.  Coy,  an  agriculturist  of  energy 
and  ability,  is  a native  of  Ross  township,  where 
he  still  makes  his  home,  his  birth  having  occurred 
August  26,  1S57,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  and 
Mercy  (Gardner;  Coy,  who  were  married  August 
28,  1842.  His  father  was  born  in  Borton,  Ox- 
fordshire, England,  April  1,  1817,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  while  the  mother  was 
born  in  Wolcott,  N.  Y.,  January  26,  1823;  her 
father  was  English,  and  her  mother  an  American 
of  English  descent.  Charles  Coy  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  died  September  15,  1 S S 3 , 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  five  months  and 
eighteen  days,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 17,  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years, 
eleven  months  and  eleven  days.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  both 
were  highly  respected  citizens. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  seven  children, 
the  other  being  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Eggleston, 
born  February  6,  1844;  Alice,  who  was  born 
February  18,  1S46,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years;  Caroline,  who  was  born  September  13, 
1847,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Thornton  Dixon,  of 
West  Toledo;  Louisa  Theresa,  who  was*  born 
February  28,  1850,  and  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 

Rideout;  Alice  Adelaide,  who  was  born  April  11, 
1852,  and  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Fred  Wachter; 
and  Charles  Henry,  who  was  born  September 
16,  1S54. 

The  early  education  of  William  O.  Coy  was 
such  as  the  district  schools  of  Ross  township 
afforded,  but  he  later  attended  Olivet  College  for 
one  winter.  Returning  home,  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  renting  the  old  homestead  for 
a few  years,  and  then  began  fruit  growing  and 
truck  gardening.  Upon  his  place  he  has  1 50 
plum  trees,  250  pear,  500  peach.  65  quince,  200 
gooseberry  bushes,  1,000  currant  bushes,  one- 
fourth  of  an  acre  of  grapes,  two  acres  of  raspber- 
ries, two  acres  of  strawberries,  and  one-fourth  of 
an  acre  of  asparagus,  and  also  carries  on  general 
gardening  for  his  own  use. 

In  1885,  Mr.  Coy  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Adkins,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 27,  i860,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Adkins, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Arthur  C.,  born  October  4,  1S80  Harvey 

Richard,  born  August  5,  1888;  William  Dudley, 
born  December  22,  1889;  Clarence,  who  was 
born  November  27,  1891,  and  died  June  29, 


1893;  and  Hazel  Mercy,  born  April  4,  1894. 
Politically,  Mr.  Coy  follows  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father,  supporting  the  Democratic  party. 
As  a business  man  he  is  wide-awake  and  ener- 
getic, and  as  a citizen  he  has  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


Cyrus  S.  Lamb,  who  owns  120  acres  of  the 
most  valuable  land  in  Center  township,  has  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  one  of  the  most  active  and 
enterprising  citizens,  and  gives  his  close  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  his  land,  upon  which 
he'  has  erected  good  buildings,  and  the  soil  of 
which  he  has  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  a native  of  New  York,  born  in  Or- 
leans county,  on  October  14,  1826. 

His  father,  Samuel  Lamb,  was  also  a native 
of  the  Empire  State,  where  the  paternal  grand- 
father was  born,  and  the  latter  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  in  1775  and  1776.  The  boy- 
hood and  youth  of  the  father  were  passed  upon  a 
farm  in  that  State,  where  his  education  was  also 
received.  He  wedded  Elizabeth  McDonald,  a 
lady  of  Scotch  descent,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  only  two  of  whom  are 
now  living — Cyrus  S.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Joseph  Holington,  of  Center  town- 
ship. Those  deceased  are  James  M.,  Dr.  Will- 
iam G.,  Alfred,  Samuel  -and  Mary. 

On  leaving  New  York,  the  father  removed 
with  his  family  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
bought  370  acres  of  land  in  Brighton  township, 
which  he  operated  for  ten  years,  when  he  sold 
out,  coming  to  Wood  county  in  1835.  Locatin 
in  Plain  township,  he  there  purchased  320  acres  ot 
unimproved  land,  which  he  succeeded  in  develop- 
ing with  the  help  of  his  sons;  and  his  first  home, 
which  was  a small  frame  house,  was  one  year 
later  replaced  by  a substantial  stone  structure. 
He  made  many  useful  and  valuable  improve- 
ments upon  his  land,  and  continued  to  make  lus 
home  in  Wood  county  until  1866,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Ingham  county,  Michigan,  where  his 
wife  died  two  years  later.  He  then  sold  his  in- 
terest there,  and  returned  to  Ohio,  making  his 
home  with  his  children  in  Center  township  until 
his  death  in  1878.  His  name  was  honored  and 
respected  throughout  the  county,  and  he  had  the 
fullest  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  He  held  the  position  of  postmaster  of 
Bowling  Green  for  a number  of  years,  which  of- 
fice he  Tilled  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfac- 
tion to  the  general  public 

Cyrus  S.  Lamb  spent  his  boyhood  and  \outh 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  attended  the  district 
schools  near  his  home.  He  came  with  his  par- 
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ents  to  Bowling  Green,  when  that  city  was  yet  in 
its  infancy,  containing  but  one  house,  and  located 
in  Center  township,  assisting  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  home  farm  until  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
when  he  learned  the  stone  and  brick  mason’s 
trade,  and  also  that  of  a plasterer,  at  which  he 
found  employment.  He  aided  in  the  construc- 
tion of  many  buildings  in  Bowling  Green,  includ- 
ing the  court  house,  which  was  the  first  building 
in  the  town  done  by  free  labor. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Lamb  enlisted  in  the  185th 
O.  V.  I.,  becoming  a member  of  Company  K, 
under  Capt.  Black  of  that  city,  and  remained 
with  that  command  until  his  discharge.  Upon 
being  transformed  from  a soldier  to  a civilian,  he 
resumed  farming  in  Center  township,  to  which 
occupation  he  has  since  devoted  his  time.  On 
his  farm  are  seen  good  fences,  a fine  orchard, 
substantial  barns,  ana  a handsome  brick  house 
erected  at  a cost  of  $2,500.  and  the  whole  pre- 
sents a pleasing  picture  to  the  passerby. 

In  New  York  State,  on  August  8,  1849,  Mr. 
Lamb  was  united  in  marriage  with  Cynthia  A. 
Whitman,  who  was  born  June  22,  1827,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Oliver  Whitman.  They  have  two 
children:  (1)  Paola  Amanda,  born  July  28,  1S50, 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  C.  Merry,  a merchant  of 
Wichita,  Ivans.,  bv  whom  she  has  two  children, 
Helen  and  Kent.  (2)  Frank  E.,  born  June  30, 
1855,  received  his  primary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Center  township,  which  he  sup- 
plemented with  a course  at  the  high  school  at 
Mason,  Mich.,  where  he  was  graduated.  He  fol- 
lows farming  on  the  old  homestead,  and  married 
Mary  E.  Minear,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Minear,  of 
Plain  township.  Wood  county.  They  have  two 
children:  Mertie,  born  March  24,  1882;  and  Earl, 
born  September  10,  1888. 

Although  a prominent  man  in  his  township, 
Mr.  Lamb  has  had  but  very  little  to  do  with  pol- 
itics, but  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order  of 
. Bowling  Green,  Lodge  No.  r 1 2 . F.  & A.  M.,  and 
religiously  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  that  city.  He  is  one  of  the  highly 
respected  and  useful  citizens  of  the  county,  and 
we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  this  brief  sketch  of 
his  life  work  to  the  readers  of  this  volume. 

Milton  Fuller,  the  prominent  dairyman 
and  agriculturist  of  Center  township,  was  born 
August  11,  1836,  in  Henrietta  township.  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio.  Moses  Fuller,  his  father,  was  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  born  March  4.  1799.  For 
some  years  in  early  manhood  he  was  employed 
on  the  Erie  canal,  and  he  was  married  in  New 


York  State,  in  1830,  to  Mrs.  Laura  Woodruff 
Roe,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Roe.  In  1834  he  came 
to  Ohio  and  purchased  103  acres  of  land  in  Lo- 
rain county,  which  he  farmed  until  1868,  when 
he  sold  it  to  his  son  and  retired  from  business. 
He  died  nine  years  later,  his  wife  surviving  him 
five  years.  They  had  seven  children:  Jeannette, 

the  widow  of  Osgood  Wellman,  of  Lorain  county; 
Maria,  the  widow  of  Bliss  B.  Remington,  of  Lick- 
ing county;  Angelina,  the  wife  of  Chauncey  Well- 
man, of  Michigan;  Milton,  our  subject;  Byron, 
a traveling  salesman,  who  resides  in  Nebraska; 
Julia, 'the  wife  of  William  Sherman,  a keeper  in 
: the  insane  asylum  at  Toledo;  and  Amelia,  who 
1 died  in  infancy. 

Milton  Fuller  attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place  in  childhood,  and  later  studied  in  the 
high  school  at  Milan,  Erie  county.  He  taught 
: for  several  terms,  and  at  the  same  time  managed 
the  homestead,  carrying  on  a flourishing  dairy 
j business.  April  9,  1864,  he  came  to  Wood  coun- 
! ty,  where  he  settled  on  a partly-improved  tract 
1 of  eighty  acres,  near  Bowling  Green,  which  he 
has  since  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
making  many  improvements,  building  new  barns, 
planting  an  orchard,  and  remodeling  his  dwelling- 
house.  He  made  a great  success  of  the  dairy 
business,  and  is  the  most  extensive  worker  in 
that  line  in  the  township,  if  not  in  the  county. 

He  has  been  twice  married — first,  on  May  2, 
1862,  in  his  native  township,  to  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Haynes,  who  was  born  February  3,  1839, 
in  Henrietta.  They  had  four  children,  whose 
names,  with  dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  Lid- 

die,  1S63,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Fred, 
November  20,  1866;  Frank,  February  27,  1S68, 
is  a blacksmith  at  New  Bavaria;  and  Myra,  1S75. 
is  at  home.  Mr.  Fuller's  first  wife  died  in  1892, 
and  he  has  since  married  Mrs.  Carrie  (Higgins’ 
Poe,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Higgins,  of  Center  town- 
ship, and  the  widow  of  Arthur  Poe. 

Mr.  Fuller  is  a Republican,  politically,  but  he 
does  not  care  to  enter  the  lists  as  a candidate  for 
office.  He  is  a generous  supporter  of  any  worthy 
cause,  and  is  a leading  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

John  Richard  (deceased).  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  !"i 
many  years  a prominent  resident  of  Bloom  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  West- 
1 moreland  Co.,  Penn.,  July  14,  1825.  the  eldest 
, son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  1 Richard)  Richard. 

When  a bov  John  Richard  came  to  Ashland 
1 county,  Ohio,  with  his  parents,  availed  hnnselt 
; of  the  educational  advantages  common  to  farm- 
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ers'  boys  of  his  day,  and  grew  to  manhood  there, 
engaging  in  carpentering  and  coopering.  On 
September  25,  1S49,  in  Jefferson  township,  Will- 
iams county,  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Richard, 
who  was  born  August  24,  1831,  at  his  own  native 
place.  Her  father,  John  Richard,  a successful 
agriculturist,  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to 
Miss  Rachel  Bair,  and  in  1842  moved  with  his 
family  to  Ohio,  locating  for  a time  in  Richland 
county,  and  later  in  Williams  county,  where  he 
bought  a partially-improved  farm.  His  last  years 
were  spent  in  Wood  county,  where  he  died  in 
1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  until  1890,  when  she  died,  aged  eighty- 
one  years,  and  was  buried  beside  him  in  Bloom 
Chape!  cemetery. 

After  his  marriage,  John  Richard  and  his 
young  wife  began  housekeeping  on  a rented  farm 
in  Williams  county.  Their  log  house  was  scan- 
tily furnished,  but  they  were  happy  in  their  mu- 
tual affection.  After  a short  time  they  moved  to 
West  Unity,  where  Mr.  Richard,  who  was  a nat- 
ural mechanic,  and  could  adapt  himself  to  any 
kind  of  work,  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  wagon 
making.  In  1852  they  came  to  Wood  county, 
lived  for  some  time  on  a rented  farm,  and  then 
went  to  Eagleville,  Mr.  Richard  securing  employ- 
ment in  the  sawmill  conducted  by  Alvin  French, 
and  also  carrying  on  the  trade  of  wagon  making,  i 
In  18G0  he  bought  forty  acres  of  woodland  in  j 
Perry  township,  in  its  primitive  condition,  which 
he  cleared  and  improved,  building  a log  house  at  j 
first  for  their  residence.  On  August  8,  1862, 
Mr.  Richard  enlisted  at  West  Millgrove  in  Com- 
pany B,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  throughout 
the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  June  27,  1865,  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C.  Previous  to  his  military  service 
he  was  a healthy  and  robust  man,  but  he  never 
entirely  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  expos- 
ures and  hardships.  After  his  return  he  followed 
the  carpenter’s  trade  in  connection  with  his  farm 
work,  continuing  both  until  a few  days  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  October  S,  1878.  In  his 
home  circle  he  was  ever  kind  and  indulgent,  and 
the  unexpected  loss  was  a sad  blow  to  the  wife 
and  children.  He  was  a good  neighbor  and  an 
honest  citizen,  and  a leading  member  of  the  Dis-  [ 
ciples  Church,  holding  the  office  of  elder  therein 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  A stanch  Republican, 
he  felt  a deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  was 
a friend  of  every  measure  which  he  believed  to  be 
for  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr  and  Mrs. 
Richard,  of  whom  three  survive.  Rebecca  £.,  1 
born  in  Ashland  county,  October  22,  1850,  died 
March  24,  1856.  Horace  Benton,  born  in  Bloom 


township,  December  2,  1853,  died  June  15,  1866. 
Warren  M.,  born  in  F.agleville,  July  13,  1857, 
married  Mrs.  Alice  Black,  of  Eagleville,  Ohio,  and 
is  a farmer  in  Perry  township.  Teney  O.,  born 
September  3,  i860,  died  June  22,  1871.  Flora 
R. , born  in  Perry  township,  August  12,  1868, 
married  Josiah  A.  Cramer,  of  Bloomdale,  and  has 
two  children,  Bernice  and  Zona.  Mary  A. , born 
June  12,  1871,  in  Perry  township,  married  John 
C.  Easley,  and  has  two  children,  Cecile  M.  and 
Ethel  M.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Richard  remained  at  the  old  home  until  1889, 
when  she  moved  to  Bloomdale  and  built  a house, 
later  selling  it  and  building  another  where  she 
now  resides,  spending  her  time  in  retirement, 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  her,  and  hold- 
ing an  honored  placedn  the  Disciples  Church,  of 
which  she  has  been  a member  for  more  than 
thirty-four  years. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Digby.  Upon  the  ever 
lengthening  roll  of  honor  of  the  progressive 
women  of  to-day  there  is  place,  not  only  for 
those  advocates  of  the  higher  education  of  their 
sex,  who  have  sought  to  influence  public  opinion 
by  pleading  or  argument  from  the  platform,  but 
also  for  those  who,  without  leaving  the  quiet  and 
seclusion  of  domestic  life,  have  demonstrated  to 
all  observers  the  value  of  mental  gifts  and  cul- 
ture within  the  home.  In  the  married  life  of  the 
late  J.  E.  Digby,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  his  tal- 
ented wife,  there  was  revealed  an  intellectual 
harmony  which  would  silence  the  most  critical 
objector  to  advanced  study  for  women.  Fellow 
students  to  the  last,  they  traveled,  read  and 
wrote  in  helpful  companionship,  and  they  even 
attended  school  together  for  two  terms  after 
their  marriage. 

Mr.  Digby  was  born  in  Bardolph  Fen,  County 
of  Norfolk,  England,  June  6,  1833,  and  came 
to  America  in  November,  1851.  In  May  of 
that  year  Miss  Sarah  A.  Carr,  who  was  born 
May  6,  1837,  >n  Tilney  Fen,  same  county,  had 
landed  in  this  country,  and  the  two  were  mar- 
ried in  Monroeville,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  August  26, 
1855.  For  one  year  they  lived  upon  a farm  in 
Huron  county,  and  then  moved  to  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  they  remained  during  the  war. 
Here  Mr.  Digby,  who  was  an  ardent  Republican, 
took  out  his  naturalization  papers,  and  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Digbv  took  a keen  interest  in  all  the  issues  of 
that  stirring  time,  and  were  uncompr  mising  A - 
olitionists,  as,  in  fact,  Mrs.  Digby  had  been  irom 
her  earliest  remembrance. 

In  i860  they  returned  to  Ohio,  and  lived  for 
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one  year  in  Lucas  county,  afterward  moving  to 
Wood  county.  They  first  located  near  Tontog- 
any,  but  three  years  later  bought  a farm  of  | 
eighty  acres,  on  Liberty  Prairie,  from  Charles  W. 
Evers,  upon  which  they  remained  from  1871  to  j 
1887,  when  they  gave  up  fanning  and  made  their 
home  in  Bowling  Green,  where  Mr.  Digbv  died 
October  27,  1891.  They  joined  the  United 

Brethren  Church  in  1S57,  after  Mr.  Digby’s  con- 
version, Mrs.  Digbv  having  previously  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  with  which 
she  united  in  1833.  In  1 889  they  re-visited  Eng- 
land, and  remained  several  months.  An  interest- 
ing account  of  their  trip  was  published  in  a series  j 
of  letters  in  the  Sentinel  of  1889.  Mrs.  Digby  is 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  Carr,  who  was  born  in  ! 
Denver,  County  of  Norfolk,  England,  March  2, 
1802,  and  his  wife,  Hannah  Grice,  who  was  born 
in  Tilney  Fen,  same  county,  in  December,  1S01. 
They  were  married  in  1824.  He  was  a day  la- 
borer, and  a local  preacher  in  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Church  in  England,  and  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  after  his  removal  to  America.  The  fam- 
ily arrived  in  Monroeville,  June  6,  1851,  having 
come  by  canal  from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  thence  by 
steamer  to  Sandusky  City,  and  making  the  re- 
maining distance  by  rail,  through  the  woods,  where 
they  were  overtaken  by  a terrific  thunder  storm. 
Mrs.  Digby  was  one  of  children  as  follows:  Mary  ; 
(Mrs.  Hilton)  is  deceased:  Hannah  (now  Mrs. 
Wright  Goodale)  lives  in  England;  Jane  (Mrs. 
John  Leverton)  resides  in  WTood  county;  James 
is  deceased;  Sarah  A.  is  our  subject;  Mary  A.  (de-  I 
ceased)  was  formerly  Mrs.  A.  Hunt,  of  Henry 
county;  Rebecca  (Mrs.  Charles  Senn)  lives  in 
Monroeville;  James  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Digbv  had  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  they  reared  a boy,  Willis  J.  Digby, 
whom  they  treated  as  a son,  although  they  never 
formally  adopted  him.  He  lives  upon  the  old 
farm  in  Liberty  township,  where  there  are  now 
five  good  oil  wells  in  operation.  He  married  Miss  ! 
Elsie  Mercer,  and  has  one  child,  Leora. 

Andrew  J.  Ovitt,  who  devotes  his  time  and 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Middleton 
township,  was  born  in  the  locality  where  he  still 
makes  his  home,  June  21 , 1850,  and  is  of  Eng- 
lish lineage.  His  grandparents  were  Samuel  and 
Harriet  (Collier)  Ovitt,  natives  of  England. 
They  had  three  children,  one  of  whom,  John 
W. , father  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the 
voyage  from  their  native  land  to  New  York.  The 
family  located  in  the  Empire  State,  and  when  he 
was  but  five  years  of  age  he  was  kidnapped  by  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Blue,  and  brought  to  Wood 


county.  The  man  located  in  Washington  town- 
ship, near  Tontogany,  and  the  boy  was  forced  to 
work  hard,  being  permitted  to  attend  school  only 
forty-eight  days.  After  he  had  reached  his  ma- 
jority he  left  the  home  of  his  captor,  and  worked 
as  a farm  hand  in  the  neighborhood.  Afterward, 
for  a number  of  years,  he  was  keeper  of  a ferrv. 
and  then  worked  on  canal  boats.  In  1872,  in 
connection  with  his  son,  Andrew,  he  purchased 
ninety-seven  acres  of  land  near  Hull  Prairie, 
where  he  located,  built  himself  a home,  and  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1889.  He  married  Louisa 
Downs,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children, 
but  two  died  in  early  life.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Hopewood. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  born  in  Mid- 
dleton township,  June  21,  1850,  and  conned  his 
lessons  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  worked  with  his  father  from  earlv 
boyhood,  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twentv- 
three,  by  being  employed  on  the  ferry  and  on 
the  canals.  When  the  farm  was  purchased  he 
aided  in  its  cultivation,  performing  the  arduous 
task  of  transforming  the  wild  land  into  richly 
cultivated  fields,  of  ditching  and  tiling  the  place, 
and  other  work  of  improvement.  He  has  for 
twenty-three  years  resided  upon  this  farm,  and 
now  has  one  of  the  best  improved  properties  in 
the  township. 

In  1876  was  consummated  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Ovitt  and  Sophia  Frederick,  a native  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  A.  Frederick, 
of  that  city.  Three  children  grace  their  union  — 
Daisy,  John  and  Mabel,  and  their  pleasant  home 
is  noted  for  its  hospitality,  which  makes  it  a 
favorite  resort  with  their  many  friends.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ovitt  are  popular  people  and  highly 
esteemed.  Socially,  for  twenty-three  years,  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of 
Haskins,  and  is  a member  of  the  Encampment, 
while  both  he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Rebekah  Lodge  of  that  order.  For  twelve  years 
he  has  been  one  of  the  efficient  and  faithful 
school  directors,  also  a member  of  the  township 
board,  and  for  five  years  was  supervisor  of 
roads.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart  Republican, 
and  his  name  is  synonymous  with  honorable  deal- 
ing, while  his  well-spent  life  is  worth}-  of  emu- 
lation. 

A.  K.  Dilunger.  Among  the  young  and  en- 
terprising business  men  of  North  Baltimore  there 
is  probably  none  more  energetic  or  thorough-go- 
ing than  the  gentleman  whose  name  begins  this 
sketch.  A native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Han- 
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cock  county,  June  26,  1872,  and  is  descended 
from  an  old  Pennsylvania  family. 

His  parental  grandparents  were  Jacob  and 
Eliza  (McColom)  Dillinger,  the  former  born  in 
Westmoreland  county,  Penn.,  in  1818,  and  the 
latter  in  1S19.  In  1848  they  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Portage  township,  Hancock  county, 
where  the  grandfather  died  in  1869.  They  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Disciples  Church.  In 
politics,  Jacob  Dillinger  supported  the  Republican 
party.  In  their  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren— Mary  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  i 
Withrow,  of  Hancock  county  ; Cyrus,  also  of  that  [ 
county,  who  served  three  years  in  the  99th  O. 
V.  I.;  Archibald,  a dry-goods  merchant  of  Find- 
lay, Ohio;  Daniel,  the  father  of  our  subject ; Jan-  ! 
nect,  of  Wood  county;  Samuel,,  who  died  in  1872; 
jacob,  of  Hancock  county;  Malvin,  of  Findlay; 
Eliza,  wife  of  Jacob  Ralston,  of  Hancock  county. 
In  McComb,  that  county,  the  mother  of  these 
children  still  makes  her  home.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Archibald  McColom,  who  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1878.  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

Daniel  Dillinger,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Penn.,  on 
April  7,  1848,  and  in  early  life  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  He  was  married  November  18, 
1869,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Lucinda 
Bachtel,  who  w7as  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
May  28,  1846.  By  trade  the  father  is  a carpen- 
ter; but,  on  his  removal  to  North  Baltimore,  in 
1874,  he  entered  the  meat  and  grocery  business, 
which  he  conducted  for  about  nine  years.  He 
then  began  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business, 
which  he  carried  on  for  four  years,  when  he  gave 
up  the  former  line.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  men 
of  North  Baltimore,  where  he  is  numbered  among 
the  public-spirited  citizens,  and  no  man  is  more 
interested  in  the  advancement  and  progress  of  the 
community  than  he.  Five  children  were  born  to 
himself  and  wife,  but  our  subject  is  the  only  one 
now  living.  A daughter,  Anna  Blanche,  died  Jan- 
uryi8,  1 894,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Mrs. 
Dillinger  passed  to  her  final  rest  February  7,  1896. 

A.  K.  Dillinger,  of  this  review,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  North  Baltimore,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  first  graduating  class  completing 
the  high-school  course;  he  is  also  a graduate  of 
Findlay  Business  College.  He  began  business  in 
his  present  line,  crockery  and  house-furnishing 
goods,  in  1893,  in  a brick  block  erected  by  his 
father,  and  has  added  to  his  original  stock  until 
he  is  now  at  the  head  of  a large  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing business.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  representative  young  business  men  of  North  , 


Baltimore,  of  most  excellent  habits,  and  is  well 
worthy  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 

William  S.  Armstrong  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  January  I,  1859,  and  is  a son  of 
I Henry  A.  Armstrong,  a native  of  Franklin,  Conn., 

. who,  in  that  place,  acquired  an  excellent  educa- 
I tion.  When  a young  man  of  twenty-two,  he  went 
t with  a brother  to  Franklin  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a one-hundred-acre  farm  in  Perry  town- 
ship. For  several  years  he  successfully  followed 
school  teaching.  In  this  State  he  married  Sarah 
xAnn-  Tone,  a native  of  Lebanon,  Yt.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Christopher  Tone,  a captain  of  the 
war  of  1812.  They  had  five  children — James  IL, 
a farmer  near  Columbus,  Ohio;  Josephine,  wife 
of  Henry  Neds,  of  Delaware,  Ohio;  Emma,  wife 
of  Walker  Hall,  of  Franklin  county;  William  S. ; 
and  Alice,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads,  and  the  district  schools  afforded 
him  his  educational  privileges.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  home 
farm  (his  father  having  been  paralyzed),  and  suc- 
cessfully operated  it  until  his  father's  death.  He 
was  married  in  Perry  township,  F'ranklin  county, 
November  25,  18S1,  to  Sarah  Hannah  Donald- 
son, who  was  born  in  Marysville,  Ohio.  He  took 
his  bride  to  the  old  homestead,  and  there  lived 
until  the  estate  was  divided,  in  1888.  Selling  his 
share  of  the  farm,  he  then  came  to  Wood  county, 
and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Jackson 
towmship.  In  1SS1  he  had  also  purchased  forty 
acres,  and  now  owns  and  operates  this  tract  of 
eighty  acres.  In  xApril,  1 895 , he  purchased  a half 
interest  in  the  sawmill  and  tile  works  of  Hoytville, 
and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  that  business. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  had  four  children, 
but  the  eldest  died  in  infancy,  and  Maud  died  at 
the  age  of  nine  years.  May  and  Ollie  are  at 
home.  In  politics,  Mr.  xArmstrong  is  a stalwart 
Republican,  and  has  served  for  one  term  as  as- 
sessor of  his  township.  He  belongs  to  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  his  many  excellencies  of 
character  have  gained  for  him  the  warm  regard  of 
many  friends. 

William  Comstock,  a well-known  citizen  of 
Perrysburg,  was  born  in  Plain  township.  Decem- 
ber 15,  1853,  a son  of  Robert  C.  Comstock,  and 
his  wife,  Sarah  (McDowell)  Comstock. 

Abel  Comstock,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  New  York  State,  a millwright  b\ 
trade,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet\ 
years.  He  married  Isabel  Cummings,  and  the) 
reared  a family  of  eight  children,  named  respect- 
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ively:  Robert  C.,  Abel,  David,  William,  Phoebe, 
Helen,  Isabel,  and  Clara.  Of  these  Abel  and 
David  were  millwrights,  William  was  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  Robert  C.,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  New  York 
State  in  181S,  and  in  1835  came  to  Ohio,  set- 
tling on  a farm  in  Plain  township,  Wood  county, 
where  he  yet  resides.  In  1842,  in  Pennsylvania, 
he  married  Sarah  McDowell,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living,  viz.: 
Abel,  an  attorney  at  Bowling  Green;  Robert,  a 
farmer  in  Michigan;  Jennie  (Mrs.  E.  Chapman;, 
residing  in  Connecticut;  William;  and  Edward, 
living  on  the  old  farm  in  Plain  township.  The 
mother  of  this  family  was  born  in  Mercer  county, 
Penn.,  in  1819,  and  passed  from  earth  in  1888. 

William  Comstock,  whose  name  introduces 
this  memoir,  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  educated 
in  the  public  schools,  together  with  a few  terms 
at  a select  school.  When  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  he  married  Miss  May  A.  Chapman,  of  Mys- 
tic River,  Conn.,  and  for  some  nine  years  after- 
ward was  engaged  in  teaching  during  the  winter 
season,  and  farming  through  the  summer  months. 
He  then  began  selling  furniture  for  a Toledo 
firm,  later  handling  rubber  clamps,  for  another 
house,  for  a year.  In  18S6.  he  engaged  with  the 
Owosso  Casket  Co.,  of  Owosso,  Mich.,  as  a trav- 
eling salesman,  and  in  this  found  his-vocation,  he 
having  decided  ability  for  this  kind  of  work,  and 
meeting  with  eminent  success.  His  territory 
comprises  Michigan,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  the 
cities  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Mr.  Comstock  has  amassed  a comfortable 
competence,  and  a few  years  ago  brought  his 
family  to  Perrysburg,  where  he  erected  a beauti- 
ful residence  on  the  banks  of  the  Maumee  river, 
at  a cost  of  $5000.00.  The  situation  is  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  in  the  county,  while  the 
house  is  artistic  in  its  architecture,  and  furnished 
in  the  best  taste.  Here,  with  his  charming 
family,  he  spends  his  time  when  noton  the  road, 
and  dispenses  open-handed  hospitality  to  his  large 
circle  of  friends.  He  belongs  to  the  Toledo 
1 raveling  Men’s  Association,  and  to  the  Casket 
Salesman’s  Protective  Association  Socially  he 
K a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Phoenix  Lodge 
No.  123,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Fort  Meigs 
Lodge,  both  of  Perrysburg.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  a man  of  much  natural  ability, 
and  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him. 

Mrs.  Co  mstock  was  born  at  Mystic  River, 
Conn.,  September  12,  1854,  a daughter  of  Ros- 
V'G1  B.  and  Mary  A.  (Wilcox)  Chapman,  both 


I also  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  father  born  i rm. 
1814,  the  mother  in  1826.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren: Amos  R.  (a  Democratic  member  of  the 

Connecticut  Legislature);  Everett  B. ; Mary  A., 

: and  Martin  W.  The  father  of  these,  who  was  a 
; ship-builder  by  trade,  died  in  1876;  the  mother 
j lives  in  Mystic  River,  Conn,.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Comstock  have  been  born  six  children:  Roswell 

W. , Clement  R.,  Leli^  M. , Harry  R.,  Howard 
1 M.,  and  Jennie  A. 

Henry  C.  Bacon,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
I agriculturists  of  Montgomery  township,  was  born 
! in  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug- 
ust 20,  1836,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  (Davis) 

1 Bacon. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of 
! Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  and  was  the  son  of 
George  Bacon,  who  was  one  of  the  twenty-seven 
: young  men  which  composed  the  famous  “ Boston 
! Tea  Party.”  George  Bacon  came  to  Ohio  in 
1817,  and  settled  in  Lorain  county.  He  had 
j three  sons,  George,  Jr.,  and  Benjamin  and  Sam- 
uel, twins.  These  all  reared  large  families,  and 
died  in  Lorain  county  at  advanced  ages.  Samuel 
Bacon  was  brought  up  in  Stockbridge,  Mass.. 

; which  in  that  day  was  quite  a literary  center,  and 
i where  he  obtained  a good  common-school  educa- 
tion. He  was  married  in  his  native  State,  and 
i early  in  life  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  after- 
ward became  identified  with  a woolen  manufac- 
i tory,  but  business  reverses  compelled  him  to  seek 
| some  other  employment.  In  1832  he  came  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Brownhelm 
I township  where  he  again  took  up  farming  and 
' successfully  followed  that  occupation  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  October, 
1865,  when  seventy-six  years  of  age.  His  wife 
i survived  him  until  1 S 7 5 , when  she  passed  away, 

; aged  seventy-two  years.  Of  their  children,  those 
w'ho  lived  to  maturity  were  as  follows:  Jane  mar- 
ried Edmund  West,  and  died  in  Oberlin  in  1895; 
Samuel,  Jr.,  died  in  Brownhelm  township,  in 
! 1868;  Eliza  resides  in  Oberlin;  Benjamin,  now 
I living  in  Anderson  county,  Kans. , was,  during  the 
1 Civil  war.  lieutenant  of  Company  I\,  144th  O.  V. 
I.;  Henry  C.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Lucy 
is  the  wife  of  Cyrus  Whittlesey,  of  Brownhelm 
township;  Charles  was  a farmer,  and  died  in 
Brownhelm  township;  Ruth  resides  in  Oberlin. 
Samuel  Bacon  was  not  a wealthy  man,  but  he  was 
I comfortably  situated  in  life,  and  his  children  were 
carefully  reared.  He  was  a Democrat  until  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  with  which 
he  was  thereafter  connected,  lie  was  well  versed 
in  political  matters,  and  served  in  various  township 
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offices.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

Henry  C.  Bacon  had  only  the  advantages  of 
the  district  schools  of  his  day,  but  he  possessed 
much  natural  intelligence,  and  is  to-day  well  in- 
formed on  all  topics  of  general  interest.  He  was  ' 
reared  upon  a farm,  where  he  was  working  when 
the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  in  July.  1S62,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  103rd  O.  V.  I.,  and  was 
mustered  in  as  sergeant.  This  regiment  saw 
active  service  from  the  time  of  its  going  to  the 
front,  which  was  soon  after  its  formation.  Mr. 
Bacon  served  throughout  the  war,  being  promot- 
ed to  the  rank  of  second,  and  later  to  first,  lieuten- 
ant. ' During  all  this  time  he  was  never  sick  or 
wounded,  and  was  never  absent  from  his  regi- 
ment. He  was  honorably  discharged  June  22, 
1865,  and  at  once  returned  to  his  home  in  Lorain 
county. 

On  April  17,  1866,  Mr.  Bacon  was  married  in 
Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county,  to  Miss  Eliza 
F.  Day,  who  was  born  in  that  township  March 
10,  1839,  daughter  of  Norman  and  Julia  (Root) 
Day,  who  were  both  natives  of  Berkshire  county, 
Mass.,  her  father  being  a farmer.  Mrs.  Bacon 
attended  school  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  was  a 
junior  in  the  literary  course  at  Oberlin  College. 
She  is  a woman  of  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
lect, highly  cultured  and  refined,  and  one  of  pro- 
nounced literary  tastes.  Her  sisters  are  also  lit- 
erary women,  and  are  contributors  to  well-known 
newspapers.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr. 
Bacon  had  only  a small  sum  of  money  which  he 
had  saved  from  his  earnings;  but  he  had  some 
time  before  bought  109  acres  of  school  land  in 
Section  16,  Montgomery  township.  This  land 
was  in  a primitive  state,  and  he  had  made  some 
small  improvements  upon  it.  In  the  spring  of 
1866  he  removed  to  the  property,  renting  a house 
near  by,  in  which  he  lived  until  1876,  when  he 
built  his  present  residence.  Here  he  has  resided 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  temporary  ab- 
sences while  his  children  were  being  educated. 
Julia  D.,  his  eldest  daughter,  was  a graduate  of 
Ada  College,  and  became  the  wife  of  Hervey 
Williams;  she  died  in  Geauga  county.  Ohio,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Norman  K. , who  lives  with  our 
subject.  Louis  H.  was  a student  at  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, and  is  now  a merchant  at  Prairie  Depot. 
Laura  A.  graduated  at  Oberlin  College  in  the 
class  of  1893,  and  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 
Politically  Mr.  Bacon  is  a Republican,  and  he 
has  held  various  township  offices  with  credit  to 
himself,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public. 
With  his  wife,  he  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all 


j worthy  causes.  He  has  never  aspired  to  become 
I a wealthy  man,  and  has  spent  much  of  his  money 
! in  educating  his  children  and  assisting  other  peo- 
i pie.  He  has  a pleasant  home,  and  his  family 
are  popular  leaders  in  social  circles. 

Mrs.  Ann  Carr.  To  the  pioneer  women  of 
Wood  county,  equally  with  the  men,  a debt  of 
gratitude  is  due  for  what  they  have  done  in  the 
county’s  behalf.  Their  labors,  perhaps,  have 
been  in  a more  quiet  and  less  noticeable  way, 
but  none  the  less  effective.  Mrs.  Carr  belongs 
to  one  of  the  old  families  of  this  locality,  and  her 
many  friends  we  feel  assured  will  gladly  welcome 
this  record  of  her  life. 

She  was  born  in  Pemberviile,  January  3,  1852, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Horatio  Nelson  Alexander 
and  Mary  bluff.,  Her  father  and  mother  were 
natives  of  England,  and  there  the  father  married 
Ann  Keats,  with  whom  he  came  to  America,  lo- 
cating in  Wood  county,  in  1 S 3 3 , where  he  en- 
j gaged  in  farming.  He  also  took  quite  an  active 
part  in  politics,  and  was  a prominent  figure  in 
the  Republican  party,  speaking  in  its  interests 
l throughout  the  State.  His  first  wife  died  in 
j Pemberviile,  and  in  Wood  county  he  married 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  then  located  on  a 
tract  of  land  whereon  now  stands  the  town  of 
Pemberviile.  Mrs.  Alexander  died  while  visiting 
at  the  home  of  her  stepdaughter  in  Perrysburg, 
and  the  father,  for  his  third  wife,  married  Mrs. 
Jolly.  His  fourth  wife,  with  whom  he  was  liv- 
ing at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  Mrs.  Saiah 
Cable,  widow  of  Ephraim  Cable.  The  father 
died  on  the  homestead  in  Pemberviile,  January 
2,  1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  The 
children  of  his  first  marriage  were  Eliza,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Oliver  Thompson,  of  Perrysburg; 
Agnes,  deceased  wife  of  George  Newton,  of  Perrys- 
burg; Ambrose,  who  was  engaged  in  the  livers 
business  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1892; 
Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Oliver  Thompson,  of  Perrys- 
burg; and  Theodore,  of  Bowling  Green,  who 
served  the  county  as  recorder  for  two  terms — 
from  1883  to  1889.  The  children  of  Mrs.  Carr's 
parents  are  George,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Henry,  an  oil  producer,  of  Woodside,  Ohi  . 
William,  a carpenter  of  Pemberviile;  Oliver,  a 
farmer  of  Washington  township;  and  Mrs.  Carr 
The  children  of  the  fourth  marriage  are  Nelson 
H.,  and  Stella,  the  latter  being  a school  teacher 
of  Toledo. 

Mrs.  Carr  was  onlv  four  years  old  at  the  time 
of  her  mother's  death,  after  which  she  was  reared 
by  her  grandparents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Huff, 
three  miles  west  of  Bowling  Green.  When  her 
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grandmother  died  she  became  her  grandfather's 
housekeeper,  and  cared  for  his  home  for  three 
years,  when  he  was  again  married,  and  she  went 
to  live  in  the  family  of  Moses  Lane,  of  Plain 
township,  with  whom  she  continued  until  her 
own  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  at  their 
home,  January  30,  1875,  she  becoming  the  wife 
of  John  M.  Carr,  a native  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  and 
a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1863,  when  eight- 
een years  old,  having  been  born  May  21,  1S45, 
he  enlisted,  in  Plain  township,  this  county,  as  a 
private  of  Company  H,  67th  O.  V.  I,  with  which 
he  continued  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  on 
one  occasion  he  was  wounded  in  the  side.  For 
two  years  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carr  resided  on  his  father’s  farm,  when  the  former 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township, 
on  which  his  widow  is  still  living.  His  death 
occurred  January  2,  1883,  and  he  was  greatly 
mourned  throughout  the  community.  He  was 
quite  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  All 
who  knew  him  respected  him,  and  he  had  a wide 
acquaintance. 

William  H.  Carr,  the  eldest  child  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  born  March  21,  1876,  and  is  now  a pu- 
pil in  the  Valparaiso  (Ind.)  Normal  School,  and 
expects  to  study  medicine  later.  The  other 
members  of  the  family  are  Moses  Lane,  born  July 
3,  1877;  Ida  Gertrude,  born  September  24,  [878; 
Mary  L.,  born  March  19,  1880;  Luke  B.,  born 
September  27,  1881;  and  John  Mitchell,  born 
June  9,  1883.  Mrs.  Carr  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  been 
a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school  for  many  years. 
She  is  a pleasant,,  affable  and  most  gracious  lady, 
kindly  and  charitable,  and  her  home  is  noted  for 
its  hospitality.  She  is  also  a lady  of  excellent 
business  and  executive  ability,  which  she  has 
demonstrated  in  the  management  of  her  property 
since  her  husband's  death. 

Nathan  Whisler,  the  well-known  tile  man- 
ufacturer of  Jerry  City , was  born  June  22.  1846, 
in  Franklin  township,  Richland  Co.,  Ohio. 

Jacob  Whisler,  his  father,  was  a native  of 
Berks  county,  Penn.,  born  March  3,  i8or,  anti 
by  occupation  was  in  early  life  a wagon-maker 
and  later  a farmer.  He  was  married  in  his  na- 
tive State  to  Miss  Anna  Funk,  who  was  born 
August  27,  1802,  and  they  had  fifteen  children, 
ten  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age.  A self-made 
man,  he  realized  the  advantages  of  a good  start 
m life  for  his  family,  and,  when  he  had  accumu- 
lated a few  thousand  dollars,  he  came  to  Ohio, 
and  bought  large  tracts  of  government  land  in 

GG 


Hancock,  Wood,  and  Crawford  counties,  giving 
to  five  of  his  sons  320  acres  each,  and  to  four 
daughters  160  acres  each.  He  himself  settled 
upon  a farm  of  400  acres  in  Richland  countv, 
which  he  improved  in  a handsome  style,  then 
quite  unusual.  His  wife  dying  October  23,  1S80. 
he  sold  his  stock  and  implements  and  all  but 
ninety  acres  of  land,  and  lived  in  retirement  un- 
til his  own  death,  which  occurred  August  13. 
1883.  He  was  a believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Dunkard  denomination,  and  for  many  years  ex- 
pounded the  Gospel  to  the  congregation.  He 
was  a man  of  great  mental  force  and  strong  char- 
acter, and  was  held  in  high  esteem  wherever  he 
was  known. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  received  a district-school  education, 
and  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  never 
working  elsewhere  for  wages  but  one  day.  except 
when  exchanging  labor  with  neighbors.  On  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
E.  Hainman,  a near  neighbor,  who  was  born 
May  2,  1846.  Her  father,  Samuel  Hamman, 
was  a native  of  Dauphin  county,  Penn.,  and  mar- 
ried Hannah  Kimmel,  the  daughter  of  William 
Kimmel,  an  early  settler  of  Wayne  countv.  The 
young  couple  went  to  housekeeping  on  a farm  of 
360  acres  in  Pleasant  township,  Hancock  countv. 
which  Mr.  Whisler  set  to  work  to  redeem  from 
its  primitive  state.  He  had  to  cut  trees  to  make 
a way  to  the  spot  where  he  intended  to  build  his 
log  cabin,  having  selected  the  highest  point  on 
the  property.  This  was  a wise  choice,  for  in 
June  of  the  same  year  there  came  a rain  which 
flooded  the  entire  farm  up  to  the  door  sills  of  his 
house,  floating  away  all  the  chips  from  under  it. 
After  living  on  this  farm  for  three  years  he  traded 
it  for  a hotel  property  in  McComb,  “Travelers 
Rest,"  which  he  conducted  during  the  summer  of 
1870.  Selling  this,  he  rented  a farm  about  three 
miles  east  of  Columbus  Grove,  remaining  there 
nearly  two  years.  At  his  parents'  request  he  re- 
turned home,  and  labored  for  his  father  for  two 
years,  when  he  bought  twenty  acres  near  Shen- 
andoah, Richland  county,  on  which  he  lived  for 
six  years.  During  this  time  he  engaged  in  tile 
making,  in  partnership  with  Wilson  Starr.  In 
1880  he  sold  his  interest  and  moved  to  Bloom 
township,  buying  ten  acres  of  land,  where,  in  the 
following  spring,  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
brick,  filling  orders  for  several  public  buildings 
In  July.  1 88  1 . he  began  making  tile  on  his  farm, 
and  after  a few  years  he  took  a partner.  Mr. 
Henrv  Hise,  for  a short  time.  On  his  withdrawal 
Mr.  Whisler  sold,  to  his  son  Jacob  and  J L. 
Shane,  each  a one-third  interest;  but  he  has 
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since  bought  out  the  latter,  leaving  the  business 
in  the  present  firm  name  of  Whisler  & Son. 

Mr.  Whisler  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  reliable 
business  men  of  Bloom  township,  a man  whose 
word  is  as  good  as  his  note.  His  farm  of  fifty-six 
acres  is  kept  in  a fine  state  of  improvement,  and 
his  buildings,  which  are  all  of  his  own  construction, 
are  tasteful  and  substantial.  He  and  his  wife 
are  leading  members  of  the  Church  of  God,  in 
which  Mr.  Whisler  has  been  a ruling  elder  for  ten 
years,  and  was  deacon  for  three  and  a half  years 
at  Shenandoah.  He  also  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  Sunday-school,  having  been  superintendent 
for  several  years.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Jacob,  born  in 

Pleasant  township,  Hancock  county,  is  now  his 
father's  partner:  Cora  A.,  born  in  the  same 

place,  is  now  Mrs.  J.  L.  Shane,  of  North  Bal- 
timore; Allen,  born  in  Allen  county,  is  at 
home;  Elva  I.,  born  in  Richland  county,  married 
Riley  Milbourn,  of  Cygnet;  and  Willard,  born  at 
Shenandoah,  is  at  home.  Politically  Mr.  Whisler 
is  a Democrat;  but  he  is  not  slavishly  bound  by 
party  ties,  voting  for  the  best  candidate  wherever 
he  may  be  found.  He  is  among  the  leaders  in 
local  affairs,  tqking  especial  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  has  been  school  director  six 
years,  during  three  years  of  the  time  clerk  of  Dis- 
trict No.  5. 

W.  H.  Downing.  As  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing and  wide-awake  business  men  of  Trombley, 
Ohio,  and  one  who,  through  his  own  efforts,  has 
■established  himself  among  the  prominent  and 
successful  men  of  the  county,  we  take  pleasure  in 
giving  the  sketch  of  this  gentleman.  He  comes 
from  across  the  sea,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Devonshire,  England,  August  25.  1851,  and  in 
the  fail  of  1869  he  was  brought  by  his  parents, 
J.  B.  and  Jane  (Bickel)  Downing,  to  the  New 
World,  sailing  from  Eiverpool  on  the  steamer 
“ Siberian,”  which  landed  them  eleven  days  later 
in  Boston,  Mass.  Their  destination  was  Mill- 
bury.  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  where  the  mother  had  a 
sister  living — Mrs.  John  Bailey.  The  father  was 
a well-to-do  man  in  England,  and  on  his  arrival 
in  this  country  had  considerable  money,  which  he 
invested  in  two  farms,  and  he  seemed  to  prosper 
up  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1873. 
That  was  the  beginning  of  a series  of  misfortunes, 
and,  through  unprincipled  and  designing  parties, 
he  lost  almost  everything.  He  now  makes  his 
home  in  Gibsonburg,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  with 
his  daughter. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  child  in  the  family 
of  seven,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  and, 


1 ~~ 

j strange  as  it  may  seem,  this  prosperous  and  suc- 
i cessful  merchant  never  attended  school  more  than 
a year  during  his  entire  life,  and  that  at  such  great 
intervals  that  it  was  scarcely  any  benefit  to  him. 
He  has,  however,  become  a well-informed  man 
by  reading  and  observation  in  subsequent  years. 
He  was  early  inured  to  hard,  labor  and  when 
only  a boy  would  often  do  a man's  work.  For 
a time  after  coming  to  the  United  States,  he  re- 
mained with  his  father,  and,  on  starting  out  in  life 
for  himself,  could  only  seek  employment  at  man- 
ual labor  on  account  of  the  lack  of  a good  edu- 
cation. He  ran  a stationary  engine  for  a while, 
j and,  after  serving  long  enough  for  his  efficiency 
j and  ability  to  become  apparent,  his  employers — 

! Skidmore  & Thatcher,  lumbermen  and  stave 
manufacturers — made  him  foreman  of  their  fac- 
tory at  Latchie,  Wood  county.  His  eleven  years 
' service  with  that  company  speaks  for  his  faithful- 
ness, and  in  rhe  fall  of  1886  he  came  to  Trcm- 
| bley,  the  following  May  opening  a general  store 
; in  a room  12  x 20  feet,  on  the  site  of  his  present 
j block.  It  was  an  entirely  new  business  ro  him; 

but  here  one  of  his  strongest  characteristics  was 
j manifested,  that  of  adaption.  By  careful  atten- 
i tion  he  soon  gained  a thorough  knowledge  of  it, 
and  his  future  success  was  assured.  From  this 
1 beginning,  with  a small  room  and  limited  stock, 
j he  has  built  up  a trade  such  as  is  enjoyed  by 
I few  country  stores  in  Wood  county,  and  his 
1 goods  are  such  as  to  merit  a large  patronage. 

In  Monroe,  Mich.,  October  4,  1876,  Mr. 

! Downing  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Casstm 
Sprout,  a native  of  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  Sprout,  who 
1 was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  have  given  homes  to  sev- 
! eral  at  different  times.  Mr.  Downing  takes  an 
active  interest  in  local  political  affairs,  and  is  a 
faithful  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while 
socially  he  is  a member  of  White  Swan  Lodge 
No.  384,  K.  of  P.,  of  Cygnet,  Ohio.  While  in 
i Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1874,  he  was  the  victim  of  a 
j strange  and  unfortunate  affair.  Being  mistaken 
for  another  from  similarity  in  apparel,  he  was  at- 
tacked with  a club,  and  the  wound  inflicted  ef- 
fected the  sight  of  the  right  eye,  so  that  in  1889 
he  was  obliged  to  lose  that  organ,  as  from  sym- 
pathy the  other  eye  became  affected. 

Captain  Archie  M.  Fasig.  one  of  Bloom- 
dale’s  leading  and  popular  business  men,  was 
j born  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  March  19.  1S50,  and  is  a 
j son  of  Samuel  and  Lucinda  Greenland  1 Fasie 
The  father  was  a bricklayer,  and  in  that  ini' 
became  an  extensive  contractor;  but  later  he 
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became  a preacher  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
continued  the  work  of  the  ministry  for  nearly 
thirty  years.  He  is  now  living  retired  at  Forest, 
Ohio.  At  Ashland,  Ohio,  he  is  engaged  quite 
extensively  in  the  marble  business.  In  his  family 
were  the  following  children:  Armenious,  who 

died  in  Ashland;  William  B.,  a well-known  horse- 
man of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  having  a national  repu- 
tation as  a breeder,  judge  and  promoter,  who 
was  for  years  secretary  of  the  Cleveland  Driving 
Park  Association,  and  instrumental  in  making  that 
association  foremost  among  those  in  the  United 
States;  D.  D.,  who  died  in  Ashland;  Ella,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Reed,  and  died  in  For- 
est, Ohio;  Lewis,  who  also  passed  away  in  Ash- 
land; Charles,  a horseman  of  Cridersville,  Ohio; 
Emma,  who  became  the  wife  of-  Oscar  Smith,  and 
died  in  Waynesfield,  Auglaize  Co.,  Ohio;  Newton, 
who  died  in  Ashland;  and  our  subject.  On  ac- 
count of  his  strong  Abolition  views,  the  father 
joined  the  Republican  party,  and  often  raised  his 
voice  against  slavery.  Though  no  politician  in 
the*sense  of  office-seeking,  few  men  were  better 
versed  on  the  political  history  of  the  United 
States  than  Mr.  Fasig,  he  being  perfectly  familiar 
with  all  the  old  and  important  issues,  their  causes 
and  advocates.  At  one  time  he  was  a great  de- 
bater, and  he  has  met  many  celebrities  on  polit- 
ical and  religious  questions.  He  is  a man  of 
broad,  general  information,  and  is  still  a great 
student. 

The  schools  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  furnished 
Archie  M.  Fasig  his  educational  privileges,  and 
on  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
he  learned  the  bricklayer’s  trade.  For  twenty- 
five  years  he  followed  contracting  in  this  work, 
being  for  some  time  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  and  erected  many  public  and  school 
buildings  in  Hardin,  Wyandot,  Allen,  Auglaize 
and  Putnam  counties,  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1870 
he  was  married  near  Wharton,  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Marietta  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Cincinnati, 
01  lio,  and  is  a daughter  of  George  and  Martha 
''Randolph)  Clark,  the  latter  a relative  of  the  cel- 
ebrated John  Randolph.  To  them  have  been 
born  two  children — Walter  S.  and  Cora  B.,  both 
of  whom  are  at  home. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  Capt.  Fasig  re- 
moved to  Forest,  Ohio,  then  to  Ada,  where,  in 

6,  he  began  the  drug  business,  which  he  con- 
ducted in  addition  to  his  contracting.  He  later 
went  to  West  Cairo,  Allen  county,  and  also 
established  branch  drug  stores  at  Cridersville  and 
I leaver  Dam.  In  December,  1SS7,  he  came  to 
Bloomdale,  and,  giving  up  his  contracting,  he  has 
s>nce  turned  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  drug 


trade,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  Polit- 
• Rally  Capt.  Fasig  is  a Republican,  was  judge  of 
I the  first  election  held  in  Bloomdale  as  a corpora- 
! tion,  has  been  a member  of  the  city  council  and 
; school  board,  and  for  three  years  was  clerk  of 
the  latter.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  Bloom- 
dale Lodge  No.  406,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  is  a char- 
ter member  of  Bloomdale  Lodge. No.  278,  K.  of 
P.  On  coining  to  the  city  he  joined  the  Bloom- 
dale Ritles,  Co.  H,  2d  Infantry,  O.  N.  G. , and 
1 on  the  2d  of  May,  1893,  was  cornmissiond  cap- 
tain, his  election  being  almost  unanimous.  His 
fondness  for  good  horses  is  hereditary,  as  his 
father  is  an  ardent  admirer  of  those  animals,  and 
1 now  owns  two  tine  horses — Mentone,  by  Mans- 
| field,  a sbn  of  Green  Mountain  Maid ; and  Magog 
; King,  by  Abadallah  Wilkes.  There  is  no  better 
: judge  of  horses  in  the  county  than  our  subject. 
As  a citizen  he  is  wide-awake  and  progressive, 
and  the  circle  of  his  friends  is  limited  only  by 
the  circle  of  his  acquaintances,  which  is  very 
large. 

Homer  Russell,  an  intelligent,  energetic 
farmer,  and  a substantial  and  reliable  citizen  of 
Bloom  township,  was  born  September  24,  1S49, 
in  Section  27,  of  the  same  township,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Lois  Russell.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
| lads,  and  his  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
Baird  or  Bloom  Chapel  School,  taught  by  Miss 
M aggie  Robbins.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
entered  the  Perrysburg  High  School,  where  he 
completed  his  literary  studies.  For  a year  he  was 
then  employed  by  James  Foreman,  in  Perry 
township,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  operated  for  about  the  same 
length  of  time.  The  following  two  years  were 
spent  upon  a farm  in  Perry  township,  and  he  then 
had  charge  of  a farm  of  eighty  acres  north  of 
; Bairdstown,  which  belonged  to  his  father.  At 
the  end  of  two  years  he  removed  to  the  George 
Vickers  farm,  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  which 
he  cultivated  for  the  same  length  of  time,  when 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Section  20,  Bloom 
township.  This  he  traded,  with  D.  N.  Easley, 
i for  his  present  farm  of  eight}-  acres.  He  has 
labored  for  many  years  to  bring  about  the  many 
changes  necessary  to  transform  his  place  in  the 
wilderness  to  a comfortable  home,  with  highly 
productive  fields.  He  has  also  added  to  his 
property,  now  owning  a forty-acre  tract  in  Sec- 
tion 2,  Cass  township,  Hancock  county. 

In  1875  Mr.  Russell  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Marietta  E.,  daughter  of  James  A.  and 
Agnes  Purkey  Vickers,  and  four  children  have 
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come  to  bless  their  union — Fannie  L. , born  Sep- 
tember 2 7,  1876;  Howard  B.,  born  February  23, 
1878;  Jennie  M.,  born  September  12,  1880;  and 
Cora  A.,  born  August  3,  1883.  The}'  are  all 
still  at  home,  and  have  been  provided  with  good 
educational  privileges.  Strange  to  say,  our  sub- 
ject lived  two  years  at  each  of  his  removals,  and 
one  child  was  born  at  each  place.  The  family 
now  occupy  a beautiful  and  commodious  home, 
surrounded  by  the  necessary  comforts  of  life.  Mr. 
Russell  is  making  every  effort  to  place  himself 
among  that  class  that  can  conscientiously  retire 
from  active  labor  after  a well-spent  and  useful 
life.  He  cast  his  first  ballot  in  support  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  part}',  but 
since  1888  has  been  a stalwart  Prohibitionist,  as 
that  party  embodies  his  views  on  the  temperance 
question.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  has  been  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  a truly  noble  Christian  gentleman, 
one  who  has  the  best  interests  of  the  community 
at  heart. 

James  P.  Marshall  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
merchants  of  Bowling  Green,  and  is  a member  of 
the  firm  of  J.  P.  Marshall  A Co.,  grocers.  He 
was  born  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  December 
12,  1856,  and  is  the  son  of  James  H.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sampson)  Marshall. 

Mr.  Marshall,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Perry  county, 
Penn.,  in  1827,  and  died  in  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio,  in  1857.  His  wife  was  born  in  New  York 
State  in  1831,  and  now  lives  in  Bowling  Green. 
They  became  the  parents  of  the  following  four 
children:  M.  M.  is  living  at  Bonner's  Ferry, 

Idaho,  and  is  a minister,  receiving  his  education 
at  the  Northwestern  College,  Naperville,  111.; 
Esther  A.  is  unmarried,  and  lives  at  Bowling 
Green;  Mary  died  when  four  months  old;  J.  P.  is 
our  subject.  The  paternal  grandfather,  James 
Marshall,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  came  to 
Sandusky  county,  from  Huron  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  reared  in  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio,  and  took  a commercial  course  in  a busi-  * 
ness  college  at  Naperville,  111.  He  then  went  to 
work  for  John  S.  Eck,  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  remain- 
ing in  that  gentleman's  employ  for  two  years; 
leaving  there,  he  came  to  Bowling  Green  in  1881, 
and  was  employed  in  the  grocery  ofG.  A.  Smith, 
afterward  working  for  Boyce  & Coon,  in  the 
grain-shipping  business.  He  was  next  employed 
as  express  agent  for  the  Wells- Fargo  Express 
Company,  where  he  stayed  until  December,  1S93, 
when  he  became  a partner  in  the  present  metro- 
politan grocery  store  in  Bowling  Green.  He  and 
Mr.  South  are  among  the  younger  element  of 


hustling  business  men  in  the  county,  and  from  all 
indications  they  are  on  the  road  to  success. 
They  deal  in  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  which 
they  sell  at  moderate  prices.  Our  subject  was 
married  in  1878  to  Miss  Anna  N.  Youngs,  who 
was  born  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  March  9,  1861,  and 
six  children  have  been  the  result  of  this  union, 
as  follows:  Charles  H.,  Alta  R.,  Olin  R.,  Helen 

E. , Merlin  M.,  and  one  as  yet  unnamed.  Mr. 
Marshall  is  a Republican,  and,  socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  the 
National  Union,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Peter  Sampson,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and 
departed  this  life  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  at 
: the  good  old  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

J.  W.  Carter,  a well-known  farmer  of  Mont- 
| gomery  township,  was  born  in  Section  20,  that 
township,  June  15,  1838. 

His  parents,  Jonas  and  Mary  (Carpenter)  Car- 
j ter,  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vermont, 
i respectively,  the  former  about  the  year  1812. 
They  were  married  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio, 
•where  Mr.  Carter  had  gone  as  a young  man,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  of  rope-maker.  In  the 
spring  of  1833,  he  came  to  Montgomery  town- 
ship, and  located  in  Section  20.  The  wagon 
which  brought  them  here  was  the  second  wagon 
in  the  township  that  had  passed  north  of  where 
john  A.  Kelly  had  settled  in  Section  31,  and  Mr. 
Carter's  was  the  fourth  family  to  settle  in  that 
township.  They  had,  at  this  time,  one  child. 
Laura,  who  married  Erastus  Farrington  and 
died  in  August,  1894,  at  Ithaca.  Mich.  Their 
i cabin  was  made  of  round  logs,  and  was  the  first 
habitation  on  the  farm,  which  then  consisted  of 
! 240  acres  of  primitive  land,  covered  with  dense 
forest  and  undergrowth.  The  cabin  had  neither 
doors  nor  windows  at  first,  quilts  serving  as  such 
until  Mr.  Carter  went  to  Tiffin  to  purchase  the 
material  for  making  them;  that  city,  then  but  a 
village,  and  Fremont  were  the  nearest  milling 
points,  and  it  took  three  or  four  days  to  make 
the  journey.  Mr.  Carter  brought  apple  seeds,  and 
grew  the  first  apple  trees  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, and  also  built  the  first  cider-mill.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  were  as  follows 
Mary,  who  was  the  second  child  born  in  the 
township  (married  Asa  Adams,  and  died  in 
Montgomery  township);  James  W. , our  subject. 
Helen,  who  married  (1)  Charles  Bryant.  . 2 
David  Stackhouse,  by  whom  she  had  one  chil  l. 
Bertha,  and  (3)  Hardy  Smith,  who  is  decease  I 
When  a young  man  Mr.  Carter  was  a ropt 
maker,  and  found  a good  market  for  his  product 
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}le  made  miles  of  the  bed-cord  so  common  in 
pioneer  days,  and  was  very  likely  the  only  rope- 
maker  in  Wood  county.  His  wife  would  spin 
and  weave,  and  used  the  hernp  also  in  making 
household  articles.  Mr.  Carter  lived  some  four- 
teen years  in  his  log  cabin  in  Section  20,  which 
was  always  open  to  those  who  needed  shelter, 
and  no  traveler  ever  turned  from  its  door  hungry. 
Mr.  Carter  was  a Whig,  then  an  Abolitionist, 
and  last  a Republican,  on  the  formation  of  that 
party,  taking  an  interest  in  its  success,  but  not 
seeking  office.  He  died  December  25,  1871,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Prairie  Depot  cemetery.  His 
wife  died  March  18,  the  following  year,  and 
sleeps  by  the  side  of  her  husband.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Our  subject  attended  school  at  Prairie  Depot, 
and  was  reared  as  a farmer's  boy,  remaining  at 
home  until  his  enlistment,  at  Freeport,  August  7, 
1S62,  in  Company  I,  nith  O.  V.  I.  He  went 
through  Kentucky  with  his  regiment,  but  was 
mustered  out  at  Bowling  Green  for  disability. 
In  May,  1864,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Com- 
pany K,  144th  regiment,  and  was  sent  to  Fort 
Dix,  Md.  ; on  July  9,  following,  being  seized  with 
typhoid  fever,  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  and 
after  leaving  there  he  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  mustered  out. 

On  June  5,  i860,  Mr.  Carter  was  married,  in 
Montgomery  township,  to  Miss  Harriet  Ostrander,  | 
a daughter  of  John  Ostrander.  She,  died  in 
August,  1861,  and  March  12,  1865,  our  subject 
wedded  Miss  Emily  F.  Pearmain,  who  was  born 
in  Grafton  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  May 
4,  1842.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Esther  (McConnell)  Pearmain.  the  former  of 
whom  died  when  she  was  ten  months  old.  Her 
mother  then  married  Randolph  Palmier,  who 
came  to  Wood  county  in  i860,  locating  in  Mont- 
gomery township.  He  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany K,  144th  regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  in 
the  hospital  at  Fort  Dix,  Md.,  July  14,  1 864. 
Mrs.  Emily  P.  Carter  had  one  sister,  Julia  E., 
who  died  in  1853.  Their  mother  died  January 
-6,  1891,  in  Oneida,  Kans.  The  children  by 
her  second  husband  were:  William  H..  a phy- 

sician of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; Cannie,  now  Mrs.  1 
George  Dale,  also  of  Los  Angeles;  George  Mc- 
Connell, a farmer  of  Montgomery  township; 
1-aura  I.,  now  Mrs.  David  Gilmore,  of  Oneida,  \ 
Kans.  Mrs.  Carter  received  her  education  under 
the  tuition  of  her  maternal  grandfather.  William 
McConnell,  who  was  well  educated,  and  with 
whom  she  lived  after  her  father's  death  until  she 
was  eleven  years  old.  At  eighteen  vears  of  age  j 
■'tie  taught  school  in  Wood  county  for  $1.50  a 1 


week  and  her  board,  and  continued  teaching  for 
; five  years;  her  wages  were  raised  each  term  until 
she  finally  received  $1.25  per  day. 

During  Mr.  Carter's  married  life  he  has  lived 
on  his  present  farm,  which  is  a portion  of  the 
240  acres  that  were  pre-empted  by  his  father. 
He  has  about  sixty-eight  acres,  on  which,  in 
1874,  he  completed  his  present  comfortable  home. 
He  and  his  wife  have  no  children  of  their  own, 
but  they  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Emma  C„ 
j now  the  wife  of  Frank  Fox.  She  has  a good 
j musical  education,  and,  accomplished  in  that  art, 

; has  been  a successful  instructor.  Mr.  Carter  is 
I a stanch  Republican,  and  has  served  the  party  as 
township  trustee  two  terms.  Of  the  old  pioneer 
family  of  Carter,  he  is  the  only  living  male  repre- 
sentative, and  with  his  death  the  family  name 
will  become  extinct.  Mrs.  Carter  is  a woman  of 
fine  literar}7  attainments,  and  her  contributions  of 
poetry  have  appeared  in  the  leading  magazines. 
She  has  prepared  an  able  work  on  the  pioneers 
of  Montgomery  township,  which  contains  much 
valuable  information.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  an  active  worker  in  its 
cause.  She  is  also  a member  of  the  W.  R.  C., 
auxiliary  to  Randall  Post  No.  53,  G.  A.  R. , at 
Prairie  Depot,  while  Mr.  Carter  is  a charter 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at  the  same  place. 

Isaac  McCone,  deceased,  in  his  lifetime  an 
industrious  and  enterprising  agriculturist  of  Port- 
age township,  was  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  in  Wyoming  county,  November  15,  1842. 
His  parents,  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Waldon)  Mc- 
Cone, were  born  in  Ireland,  where  they  were 
married,  and  whence,  in  1S33,  they  sailed  for 
America,  locating  first  in  New  London  county, 
Conn.,  where  their  eldest  child,  Edward,  died. 
By  trade  the  father  was  a moulder,  and  worked 
in  a foundry  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  until  1837, 
when  he  removed  to  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y. 
There,  in  Wethersfield  township,  he  sold  his  land 
for  a mill-site  at  $1,100  profit.  He  then  bought 
100  acres  of  partly-improved  land  in  Sheldon 
township,  to  which  he  later  added  fifty  acres; 
but  unfortunately  lost  $4,000  by  endorsing  a note 
for  a brother-in-law.  At  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years  he  began  life  anew,  coming  to  Wood 
county  March  7,  1844,  where  he  determined  to 
retrieve  his  fortune.  He  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  new  land  for  $400  in  Freedom  township,  on 
which  he  built  a cabin,  18x24  feet,  of  round 
logs.  Besides  his  wife,  the  family  circle  then  in- 
cluded two  children,  Isaac  and  Eliza,  but  the  lat- 
ter died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  The  father 
departed  this  life  August  16,  1863,  and  was  buried 
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in  Fish  cemetery  at  Rochester,  Ohio.  Religious- 
ly he  was  a Roman  Catholic,  while  political!)  he 
was  a Democrat.  He  served  his  township  as 
trustee,  school  director  and  supervisor.  His  wife, 
whose  death  occurred  December  23,  i860,  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Isaac  McCone  was  the  only  child  of  the 
family  who  grew  to  maturity.  He  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  district  schools  of  that  early  day, 
learning  fast,  and,  having  a retentive  memory,  he 
became  a well  informed  man.  While  living  up- 
on the  home  farm  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and 
August  13,  1862,  at  Pemberville,  Ohio,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  Capt.  Silas 
Campfield,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Vance, 
Findiay,  Ohio,  whence  the  troops  were  sent  to 
Covington,  Ky.  Although  he  had  taken  part  in 
several  skirmishes,  the  first  battle  in  which  he 
participated  was  at  Perryville,  Ky. , October  8, 

1862,  and  he  continued  with  the  regiment  until 
after  the  engagement  at  Stone  River,  where  he 
contracted  lung  fever.  For  about  nine  weeks  he 
was  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  after  which  he 
rejoined  his  command  at  Murfreesboro,  March  20, 

1863,  but,  being  given  a furlough,  he  returned 
home.  At  Chattanooga  he  again,  in  the  spring 
of  1864,  joined  his  regiment,  with  which  he  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  he  was 
discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  June  28,  1865. 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  Pemberville,  Ohio. 

During  his  absence  his  father  had  died,  and 
the  property  had  been  disposed  of,  so  that  Mr. 
McCone  bought  a new  piece  of  land  in  Freedom 
township,  which  he  at  once  began  to  clear  and 
cultivate.  On  this  forty-acre  tract  was  a hewed 
log  house,  and  to  that  tract  he  later  added 
eighty  acres  adjoining,  but  April  10,  1 S 8 3 . he 
came  to  Portage  township,  where  he  purchased 
the  N.  W.  \ of  Section  10,  known  as  the  old 
Johnston  homestead,  one  of  the  oldest  farms  in 
the  township. 

On  November  29,  1865,  in  Freedom  township, 
Mr.  McCone  was  married  to  Miss  Olive  De  Wolfe, 
a native  of  that  township,  born  April  5,  1845, 
a daughter  of  Henry  De  Wolfe,  a farmer  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Five 
children  bless  this  union:  Thomas,  at  home; 

Eliza,  now  Mrs.  Conrad  Deal,  of  Portage  town- 
ship; Lucy,  wife  of  Isaac  Van  Vorhis,  of  the 
same  township;  and  Gusta  and  Burley,  both  at 
home.  Until  his  enlistment  Mr.  McCone  had 
supported  the  Democratic  party,  but  on  N »\ em- 
ber 4,  1864,  he  voted  for  Lincoln  while  on  a 
forced  march  to  intercept  Hood,  who  was  head- 


ing for  Chattanooga.  This  vote  was  cast  in 
Alabama,  the  ballot  boxes  being  put  along  the 
road,  and  their  tickets  dropped  in  by  the  soldiers 
while  marching.  After  that  time  he  was  a 
stalwart  Republican.  He  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  business  affairs,  quite  influential  in  his 
township,  and  had  a host  of  warm  friends 
throughout  the  community.  He  departed  this 
life  December  10,  1896,  aged  fifty-four  years  and 
1 twenty-five  days. 

E.  Krukemyer,  an  honest,  industrious  and 
hard-working  young  German  farmer  of  Montgom- 
ery township,  is  also  one  of  the  prosperous  agri- 
culturists of  his  township.  He  was  born  in  the 
Fatherland,  July  4,  1S67,  and  is  a son  of  Henry 
Krukemyer,  who  lived  upon  a small  farm  in  that 
country,  and  also  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
supporting  his  family  by  day  labor. 

Like  many  of  his  class  in  Germany,  he  fourM 
; it  a hard  struggle  to  get  along;  but  by  the  strict- 
est economy  and  industry  he  was  enabled  to  save 
i enough  money  to  bring  himself  and  family  to  the 
United  States,  where  he  hoped  to  secure  a home, 
as  well  as  better  advantages  for  his  children.  In 
May,  18S0,  they  sailed  from  Bremen,  bound  for 
New  York,  where  they  arrived  nine  days  later. 
Proceeding  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  they  for  three 
years  made  that  city  their  home,  and  while  there 
f our  subject,  for  some  time,  worked  in  a coffin 
factory.  They  then  removed  to  a rented  farm, 
in  Freedom  township,  Wood  county,  where  the 
father  died,  February  9,  1888.  This  left  the 
widowed  mother  with  four  children — our  subject, 
Fred,  Henry  and  Annie.  The  last  named  was 
born  in  this  country.  Mrs.  Krukemyer  continued 
to  keep  her  family  together  for  some  time,  and 
| rented  a farm  in  Freedom  township,  which  site 
operated  with  the  aid  of  her  sons. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  all  obtained 
1 before  leaving  his  native  land,  and  his  knowledge 
of  the  English  language  has,  therefore,  been  ac- 
! quired  outside  of  the  school  room.  Like  a duti- 
ful son,  he  was  of  great  help  to  his  parents,  and. 
later,  to  his  widowed  mother.  In  1892  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  in  Section  6.  Mont- 
| gomery  township,  on  which  he  paid  the  few  hun- 
dred dollars  which  he  had  succeeded  in  saving, 
going  largely  in  debt  for  the  amount.  On  March 
7,  r 803,  in  Freedom  township,  Mr.  Krukemyer 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Beimdicck,  born  near 
New  Rochester,  Wood  countv.  Nov»  mber  1 7. 
1868,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaret  I'clga- 
mirej  Beimdieck,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Germany.  On  coming  to  America 
her  parents  lived  for  ten  years  in  Seneca  count)  . 
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Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  Freedom  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  where  the  father  died,  March 

1893,  the  mother  on  December  24,  1890.  In 
their  family  of  ten  children,  eight  grew  to  adult 
age,  one  son  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Krukemyer  is  the  youngest.  The  son  died  June 
r2,  1896,  leaving  a widow  and  four  children. 
He  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  which  was  willed 
to  him  by  his  father,  who  was  a successful  farmer, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  leaving  an  excellent  farm 
of  120  acres,  which  he  had  transformed  from  an 
almost  unbroken  wilderness,  and  improved  in 
many  ways. 

Since  his  marriage,  Mr.  Krukemyer  has  made 
his  home  upon  his  farm,  and  one  child  has  come 
to  gladden  the  household — Arnold,  born  Novem- 
ber 11,  1894.  The  parents  are  both  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  their  social  manners 
have  gained  them  a wide  circle  of  friends.  Mr. 
Krukemyer  cast  his  first  vote  in  support  of  Grover 
Cleveland,  in  1S88,  and  has  since  been  an  earn- 
est Democrat.  He  belongs  to  that  type  of  Ger- 
man-Americans  who  become  wealthy,  and  make 
our  best  citizens.  Reliable  and  straightforward, 
he  woulcj  not  intentionally  take  advantage  of  any 
person,  always  abreast  with  the  times,  and  des- 
tined to  become  one  of  the  most  substantial  farm- 
ers of  Montgomery  township. 

Levi  Kille  owns  and  resides  upon  the  farm 
where  his  birth  occurred,  June  13,  1836.  This 
place  is  located  in  Section  36,  Freedom  town- 
ship, and  was  the  homestead  of  his  parents, 
John  C.  and  Caroline  (Smith)  Kille.  His  father 
was  born  and  reared  in  New  Jersey,  and  when  a 
young  man  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  north- 
western Ohio.  After  their  marriage  they  settled 
in  Sandusky  county,  and  in  the  early  ’30s  came 
to  Freedom  township,  Wood  county,  where  he 
purchased  thirty  acres  of  land  from  Abraham 
Schell,  who  had  entered  the  same  in  1835,  but 
had  never  improved  it.  On  this  farm  Mr.  Kille 
spent  his  entire  life,  dying  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six.  In  the  early  days  he  lived  in  true  pio- 
neer style,  and  was  forced  to  cut  his  way  through 
the  forest  and  had  to  go  to  Fremont,  sixteen 
miles,  to  mill.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1884,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four,  and  was  buried  imBradner 
cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  loyal  to  the  interests 
of  Democracy,  but  never  sought  office,  prefer- 
ing  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  business  inter- 
ests, and  the  enjoyment  of  his  home,  for  he  was 
a man  of  domestic  tastes.  In  1837  he  entered 
forty  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  first  premises, 
and  there  developed  a good  farm  of  seventy  acres. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of 


| the  Disciples  Church.  Their  children  are:  Charles, 
of  Michigan;  Harriet,  now  the  widow  of  G.  D. 

I Hathaway,  of  Bradner;  Mary,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Franklin  Stiles,  and  died  in  Michigan; 
Levi,  of  this  sketch;  George,  of  Ottawa  county, 
Ohio;  Peter,  of  Michigan;  Priscilla,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Hubbs;  Jane,  wife  of  Orville  Hine,  of  Lucas 
county,  Ohio;  David,  who  died  in  Montgomery 
township;  Huldah,  wife  of  Wilson  Shroyer.  of 
Bradner,  Ohio;  John;  and  Emery  Bradford,  who 
resides  in  Sandusky. 

Amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  Levi  Kille 
was  reared,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
primitive  schools  of  the  day,  with  their  crude  fur- 
nishings and  simple  methods  of  instruction;  but 
experience  and  observation  have  made  him  a well- 
informed  man.  On  May  3,  1857,  he  married 
; Miss  Rachel  Vanguilder,  who  was  born  in  Mont- 
j gomery  township,  May  8,  1S3S,  and  was  reared 
'>  from  childhood  by  Freeborn  Hathaway,  of  Scott 
I township,  Sandusky  county. 

The  first  land  which  Mr.  Kille  owned  was  a 
| forty-acre  tract  in  Gratiot  county,  Mich.,  which 
he  purchased  for  $75.00  when  about  twenty  years 
of  age.  This  he  traded  to  his  father  for  twenty 
acres  in  Section-36,  Freedom  township,  and  there- 
on he  began  his  domestic  life  in  a log  cabin.  Sub- 
sequently he  sold  this  and  went  to  Sandusky 
county,  living  for  three  years  in  Madison  town- 
ship, when  he  again  disposed  of  his  property,  and 
returned  to  Freedom  township  in  1870.  Here  he 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  and 
has  since  resided  thereon.  He  has  a good  farm, 
well  improved,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  the  community.  There 
are  two  oil  wells  on  the  farm,  which  have  been 
leased  to  the  Johnson  Oil  Co. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kille  were  born  the  following 
named  children:  Huldah  C.,  who  died  October 

3,  1871;  Frank,  of  Bradner,  Ohio;  Lyman  C..  of 
Bradner;  Dean,  of  Ceresco,  Neb.;  Delmer,  a twin 
1 brother  of  Dean,  and  a contractor  of  Freedom 
i township  (the  Rig  building  being  a specimen  of  his 
work);  Edwin  and  John,  twins,  the  former  dying 
! September  18,  1871,  the  latter  on  September 
21,  1865;  Winter,  of  Freedom  township;  Free- 
born, of  Bradner,  Ohio;  and  Ivy  May,  who  died 
October  25,  18S1.  The  mother  of  these  children 
] died  December  2 1 , 1887,  and  was  buried  in  Brad- 
ner cemetery.  Mr.  Kille  has  since  married  Mr.- 
Lemon,  widow  of  Leroy  Lemon.  Her  maiden 
.name  was  Ellen  Allen,  and  she  was  born  in  Ere 
county,  Ohio,  August  15,  1849,  a daughter  < ! 
Wells  and  Pattv  (Paine)  Allen.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Vermont,  the  father  born  in  170S.  tue 
I mother  in  1803.  They  had  ten  children,  of  wh>  an 
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Mrs.  Kille  was  the  youngest.  By  her  first  mar- 
riage Mrs.  Kille  has -three  children,  Kellie,,  wife 
of  Delrner  Kille,  of  Freedom  township;  Lee,  also 
of  Freedom  township;  and  Benjamin  C.  at  home. 

Our  subject  was  formerly  an  advocate  of  the 
the  Democracy,  but  now  votes  independent  of 
party  ties,  supporting  the  men  whom  he  thinks 
best  qualified  for  office.  His  wife  is  a member 
of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  both  are  highly  es- 
teemed people  who  have  many  warm  friends. 

T.  V.  Pelton,  of  Bloom  township,  one  of 
the  wide-awake  and  prosperous  citizens  of  that 
locality,  has  proved  his  ability  in  various  lines  of 
business,  aside  from  his  chosen  calling  of  agri- 
culture, meeting  with  success  in  every  under- 
taking. 

He  is  a native  of  LaGrange  township,  Lorain 
county,  born  November  15,  1849,  a son  of 

Daniel  and  Eleanor  (Helm)  Pelton,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  New  York  State.  When  he 
was  a mere  child  his  parents  came  to  Perry- 
township,  and  located  upon  a farm,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  learning  by  practical  work  all 
the  details  of  farm  management.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  “ red  school  house”  of  his 
district,  No.  4,  and  the  improved  educational 
methods  of  to-day  find  in  him  an  earnest  friend 
and  supporter.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Cassie  A.  Mohr,  a native 
of  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  born  March  15,  1851, 
a daughter  of  Henry  Mohr,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Bloom  township.  He  then  bought  sixty  acres 
of  land  east  of  the  “home  farm,”  going  in 
debt  for  it,  as  he  was  quite  without  means.  He 
had  accidentally  displayed  ability  as  a house 
painter  while  a new  building  was  being  fin- 
ished upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  this  led  to 
his  employment  by  others;  then  finding  the  busi- 
ness profitable,  he  served  a year’s  apprentice- 
ship in  Fostoria,  and  became  a skilled  workman. 
The  proceeds  from  eight  years  of  his  labor  went 
toward  paying  for  his  farm  and  its  improvements, 
and  Mr.  Pelton  found  himself  ready  to  enlarge 
his  borders;  but  none  of  the  land  adjoining  be- 
ing for  sale,  he  sold  out  in  1882,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  in  Bloom  township,  going  in  debt  to 
the  extent  of  $1,500.  This  he  paid  off,  and  in 
1892  he  bought  seventy-seven  acres  at  $82  per 
acre,  in  Perry  township,  but  adjoining  his  original 
purchase.  The  entire  farm  is  now  under  cultiva- 
tion, with  fine  improvements.  Since  1887  Mr. -| 
Pelton  has  been  dealing  extensively  in  live  stock 
— buying  and  shipping  for  Eastern  markets,  a j 
business  which  he  engaged  in  as  a boy,  display- 
ing even  then  unusual  judgment.  When  he  was 


a mere  lad  his  father  used  to  send  him  to  pur- 
chase young  stock  for  the  farm,  and  in  this  wav 
he  came  to  be  one  of  the  best  judges  of  cattle  in 
the  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pelton  are  identified  with  all 
movements  for  the  social  and  religious  advance- 
ment of  the  community.  They  have  ten  chil- 
dren, all  healthy,  intelligent  and  industrious: 
Emma  married  Oliver  Swartz,  of  Bloom  town- 
ship, and  has  two  children,  Ada  and  Golda; 
Scott  S.  is  a resident  of  Bloomdale;  William  H., 
Blanche,  Olive,  Earl,  Edna,  Mary,  Ina,  and 
Clyde  M. , are  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Pelton  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at 
Bloomdale.  In  politics  Mr.  Pelton  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  discharges  faithfully  the  duties  of  a 
citizen,  attending  caucuses  and  conventions  in 
order  to  help  in  the  selection  of  competent  candi- 
dates, although  he  never  seeks  office  for  himself, 
his  private  business  demanding  all  his  time  and 
attention. 

l 

William  Hardgrove  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Perm.,  May  2.  1823,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Jackson)  Hardgrove.  His 
grandfather,  William  Hardgrove,  was  born  in 
Maryland,  in  1776,  and  wedded  Mary  Crawford. 
Soon  after  he  removed  to  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  lived  on  a farm  of  200  acres  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  April  26,  1821.  His 
wife  died  April  25,  1823.  Their  children  were 
Ruth,  wife  of  John  Sloan,  a member  of  Congress: 
Amassa;  Wilson;  Margaret;  William;  Reason:  Sal- 
lie  and  John. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
family  homestead  in  Pennsylvania,  March  22, 
1793,  and  there  resided  for  some  years  after  his 
marriage.  He  afterward  lived  for  a number  of 
years  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio;  but,  on  the  death 
of  the  grandfather,  he  returned  and  took  charge 
of  the  homestead  for  a time.  His  last  days,  how- 
ever, were  spent  in  Stark  count}-,  Ohio,  where  he 
died  October  9,  1852.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  His  wife  died  January  15,  1865. 
Their  children  were  Mary,  who  was  born  August 
31,  1 8 19,  wife  of  George  Archer;  Orick  J.,  born 
January  26,  1821;  William;  Theodore,  born  May 
16,  1833;  Edward,  born  January  16.  1834;  Leila 
E. ; Ann  J. ; Harriet  E.,  born  [tine  12.  1836;  John 
H.,  born  May  18,  1837,  a member  of  the  76th 
O.  V.  I.,  in  which  he  served  for  three  years  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war;  Helen,  born  June  19.  1858, 
wife  of  Eugene  Davenport,  of  Massillon,  Ohm 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  our  subject  began 
teaching  school,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
he  left  home  and  formed  a partnership  with  his 
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brother,  Orick  J.,  in  the  livery  stable,  blacksmith 
and  repair-shop  business,  which  continued  for 
three  years;  shortly  after  this  (October  11,  1849) 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Judith  A.  Downs,  of  Mt. 
Hope,  Holmes  Co.,  Ohio,  who  was  born  July  28, 
1825,  daughter  of  Curtis  and  Ann  (Hall)  Downs, 
the  latter  a native  of  England,  and  the  former  of 
Delaware.  They  were  married  in  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  afterward  removed  to  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  and  later  went  to  Holmes  county,  where 
the  father  died  May  2,  1845,  and  the  mother 
January  26,  1856.  Their  children  were  Henry, 
John,  Curtis,  George,  Samuel,  Benjamin,  Will- 
iam, Robert,  Mrs.  Hardgrove  and  Owens.  All 
are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  the  last  two 
— Owens  being  a resident  of  Buchanan  county, 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Hardgrove  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land 
in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  on  which  he  located  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage.  This  he  sold  in  1856, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1857  removed  to  Knox 
county,  Ohio,  whence  in  1890  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  purchased  his  present  farm  which  he 
has  greatly  improved,  and  has  six  oil  wells  upon 
it.  He  is  a strong  advocate  of  temperance,  gives 
his  political  support  to  the  Republican  party;  and 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and 
a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hardgrove  have  five  children — Margaret,  born 
July  1,  1850,  wife  of  Rev.  S.  M.  Cook,  of  Lib- 
erty township;  Curtis,  born  November  4,  1S51, 
married  to  Mary  Ackerman,  of  Waterford,  Ohio; 
Clarin,  who  was  born  December  9,  1854,  and 
died  December  16,  1S61;  Constance  L. , born  Jan- 
uary 8,  i860,  wife  of  Isaac  D.  Garber,  of  Liberty 
township;  and  William,  born  March  22,  1864; 
he  married  Olive  Frederick,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Esther,  Frederick  and  Curtis. 

Ira  B.  Austin,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Webster  township,  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  born  in  Medina  county,  December  25, 
1846.  His  grandparents,  Daniel  and  Polly 
(Baker)  Austin,  were  residents  of  Rochester,  Vt., 
and  reared  a family  of  twelve  children,  among 
whom  was  Rufus  Austin,  our  subject’s  father. 
He  was  born  March  26,  1 3 x 6,  and  had  lost  both 
his  parents  when  he  was  only  fourteen  years  old. 
At  twenty-one  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in 
Med  ina  county,  where,  on  December  20,  1842, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Deborah  Hurlbutt,  a 
native  of  Chittenden  county,  Vt.,  born  Septem- 
ber 13,  1816.  She  was  a daughter  of  fohn  Hurl- 
butt,  a farmer  and  shoemaker,  and  his  wife,  i 
Sarah  (Ambler)  Hurlbutt.  Four  children  were  t 
born  to  Rufus  Austin  and  his  wife;  Alvin  C. , i 


j "born  in  1S43,  a farmer  in  Freedom  township. 
Wood  county;  Ira  B.,  our  subject;  Augusta  L., 
deceased,  formerly  the  wife  of  Charles  V.  Black, 
of  Michigan;  and  Lucien  H.  who  died  in  infanev. 
In  May,  1850,  Mr.  Rufus  Austin  moved  with  his 
family  to  Wood  county,  and  settled  upon  a farm 
of  160  acres  in  Webster  township,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising.  For  the  last  thirteen 
years  he  was  an  invalid;  but  previous  to  that  time 
he  was  an  active  and  prominent  worker  in  all 
lines  of  effort.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  serving  in  the  144th  O.  V.  I.  In  politics 
he  was  a Republican,  and  was  school  director  of 
his  district  for  twenty-five  years,  and  also  had 
been  supervisor  and  constable.  His  death  oc- 
curred August  9,  1896.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
Webster  township,  and  at  the  Centra!  Ohio  Con- 
ference Seminary  at  Maumee.  He  taught  school 
for  seven  years  in  Wood  county,  and  for  four 
! years  was  employed  in  erecting  windmills  in  this 
and  adjoining  counties  for  a Bowling  Green  firm; 
but  he  now  devotes  his  time  to  stockraising,  and 
the  improvement  of  a farm  of  160  acres  near 
Luckey.  Fie  married  Miss  Lavina  E.  Fox,  who 
was  born  August  23,  1846,  the  daughter  of  John 
A.  Fox,  of  Scotch  Ridge.  She  died  July  29, 
1887,  leaving  four  children:  Rufus  E.,  born 

July  9,  1874;  Bertel  A.,  December  14,  1875; 
Alvin  W.,  January  6,  1880,  and  Cecil  Ray,  Sep- 
tember 10,  18S4. 

Mr.  Austin  has  been  school  director,  and 
member  of  the  board  of  education  in  his  town- 
ship, and  is  a leading  worker  in  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  Luckey,  having  been  a trustee  for  twenty 
years,  a steward  aud  recording  secretary  for 
twenty- eight  years,  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  for  several  years.  He  was  one  of 
the  chief  organizers  of  the  Prohibition  Society  in 
his  county.  Since  the  split  in  the  party  at  Pitts- 
burg, he  has  identified  himself  with  the  Broad 
Gauge,  or  National,  party,  believing  its  platform 
better  represents  the  principles  for  which  he  has 
been  contending. 

R.  C.  Minear,  of  Bowling  Green,  was  for- 
merly a successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser  in 
Plain  township,  and  is  at  present  the  fortunate 
owner  of  seven  oil  wells  which  have  been  devel- 
oped upon  his  farm.  A desire  for  wider  culture 
for  his  two  children  than  country  life  affords,  in- 
duced him  to  remove  a few  years  ago  to  the 
county  seat.  He  was  born  in  Hancock  county. 
Ohio,  March  27,  1 853. 

On  his  father’s  side,  Mr.  Minear  is  descended 
from  an  old  Virginia  family.  His  grandfather, 
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Isaac  Minear,  Sr.,  a native  of  that  State,  re- 
moved in  early  life  to  Indiana,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy.  His  father,  Isaac  Minear, 
was  born  April.  .20,  1814,  in  West  Virginia,  and  in 
1851  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Mrs.  Mary  Harned, 
whose  maiden  name  was  McHarry.  She  was  born 
in  Ireland,  November  2,  1817,  and  in  1823  came 
to  New  York  with  her  parents.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  located  first  in  Hancock  county,  later 
in  Wood  county,  where  he  still  resides;  the 
mother  died  May  3,  1S84.  Our  subject  is  the 
eldest  of  three  children:  Mary  married  Frank 
Lamb,  of  Center  township;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of 
J.  G.  Starn,  of  Bowling  Green.  Mr.  Minear 
spent  the  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life  in  Han- 
cock county,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school,  but  after  that  he  was  engaged  in  farming. 
In  1880  he  married  Miss  Emma  Teatsorth,  who 
was  born  in  Hancock  county,  August  21,  i860. 
For  some  years  they  lived  upon  the  farm  in  Plain 
township,  where  Mr.  Minear  raised  stock  and  cul- 
tivated his  land,  until  the  development  of  the  oil 
industry  suggested  more  profitable  employment. 
The  leisure,  which  his  present  ample  income 
gives,  is  well  spent,  his  natural  inclination  for 
reading  and  hearty  interest  in  all  the  issues  of  the 
day,  affording  him  constant  enjoyment.  The 
education  of  his  children — Mearl,  born  .May  5, 
1884,  and  Maud,  born  April  28,  1S86 — is  now 
his  chief  care.  In  politics  Mr.  Minear  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  takes  an  active  part  in  the  work 
of  the  organization  in  this  county,  although  he 
has  never  sought  office  for  himself.  Since  1887 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  affilia- 
ting with  Centennial  Lodge  No.  626,  and  Bowling 
Green  Encampment  No.  210.  He  and  his  wife 
are  prominent  among  the  supporters  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

Mrs.  Minear’s  grandfather,  James  Teatsorth, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Findlay,  Ohio.  By 
occupation  he  was  a miller,  and  he  built  the  first 
gristmill  at  Findlay.  He  was  among  the  “For- 
ty-niners” who  went  to  California.  Two  of  his 
sons,  James  and  Abraham,  served  in  the  Civil 
war.  Isaac,  Mrs.  Minear's  father,  was  born  May 
r,  1830,  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  and,  like  his 
father,  is  a miller,  owning  his  own  mill  at  Find- 
lay. On  May  31,  1856,  he  married  Mary  Folk, 
who  was  born  April  3,  1835,  in  Perry  county, 
Ohio,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren — four  sons  and  three  daughters  — viz. : 
Elida,  wife  of  Charles  Phillips,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  oil  business  in  Hancock  county;  Charles,  born 
August  30,  1858,  deceased  in  infancy.  Emma 
(Mrs.  Minear);  Sopha,  born  November  9,  1862, 


I wife  of  Luther  Worden,  a farmer  of  Plancock 
county;  Henry,  born  July  4,  1865,  deceased  Au- 
! gust  2,  1880;  George  W. , born  August  27,  1873; 
and  Clyde  R. , borm  February  14,  1875,  deceased 
J an  u ary  21,  1891. 

William  Elder.  As  a representative  of  the 
agricultural  class,  and  one  who  has  met  with  good 
success  in  his  independent  calling,  we  take  pleas- 
ure in  giving  a brief  sketch  of  the  gentleman 
! whose  name  appears  at  the  beginning  of  this 
notice.  He  is  pleasantly  located  on  a farm  in 
Section  4,  Troy  township,  where  his  birth  oc- 
1 curred  February  6,  1839,  and  has,  therefore, 
witnessed  almost  the  entire  development  of  the 
county. 

His  father,  Henry  J.  Elder,  was  born  in  Fred- 
erick county,  Md.,  on  February  6,  1795,  and  was 
a son  of  Arnold  Elder,  a native  of  Baltimore,  who 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Maryland.  He  served  with 
distinction  in  the  war  of  1S12.  The  father  re- 
mained in  his  native  State  until  about  nineteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  this  State  on  foot, 
making  the  journey  from  Frederick  county  to 
Bucyrus,  Ohio,  a distance  of  over  five  hundred 
miles,  in  eleven  days.  He  joined  a surveying 
party,  which  was  employed  in  Ottawa,  Seneca  and 
1 Sandusky  counties,  and  became  well  posted  on 
much  of  the  land  in  this  State.  He  made  his 
headquarters  in  Tiffin,  and  remained  with  that 
surveying  corps  for  some  years.  However,  in 
1835,  he  left  them  and  began  blacksmithing  at 
Sandusky.  In  the  same  year,  June  13,  Mr.  Elder 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  Harp- 
i ster,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  on  April  24. 
1S13,  and  their  wedding  was  celebrated  at  San- 
dusky, now  Fremont,  Ohio.  Her  parents,  Chris- 
tian and  Delilah  (Markle)  Harpster,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  became  early 
residents  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio.  Later  they 
removed  to  Sandusky  county,  and  at  Fremont 
them  deaths  occurred. 

From  Sandusky,  Mr.  Elder  removed  to  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  in  1S36;  but  the  same  year  arrived  in 
this  county,  where  he  bought  a timbered  tract  of 
139  acres,  of  John  Bates,  and  there  erected  a 
tavern,  which  he  conducted  many  years.  He  at 
once  began  to  clear  and  improve  his  place,  making 
his  home  thereon  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
September  18,  1SS3.  He  took  a prominent  part 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  Troy  township,  aidi  1 
largely  in  its  development,  and  assisted  in  advan- 
cing its  educational  facilities,  being  school  direct' r 
for  some  time.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  the 
Whig  party,  but  he  later  became  a stalwart 
Democrat. 
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Mrs.  Elder  still  survives  her  husband,  and,  of 
their  fourteen  children,  six  are  now  living.  They 
were  as  follows:  Ephraim,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Mrs.  Henrietta  White,  who  died  in  1865;  Mrs. 
Mary  Buxton,  who  makes  her  home  in  Iowa; 
Mrs.  Sarah  Gould,  who  died  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  in 
April,  1895;  William,  of  this  review;  Richard, 
who  enlisted  in  Troy  township,  in  the  fall  of  1S61, 
becoming  a member  of  Company  E,  72nd  O.  V. 
I.,  and  was  killed  at  Pittsburg  Landing  the  follow- 
ing year;  John,  a resident  of  Perrysburg  township, 
Wood  county;  Jesse,  who  died  in  Troy  township, 
in  1866;  Isabel  and  Arabel,  who  also  died  in  the 
same  year;  George,  who  makes  his  home  in  Per- 
rysburg township;  Lucy,  who  died  several  years 
ago;  Martha,  wife  of  Fred  Gould,  of  Toledo; 
and  Harriet,  who  lives  in  the  same  city.  The 
mother  now  finds  a pleasant  home  with  our  sub- 
ject. 

William  Elder  has  ever  devoted  himself  to 
agricultural  pursuits  since  large  enough  to  reach 
the  plow-handles  and  aid  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
old  homestead.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  district  schools  of  Troy  township,  and,  on  lay- 
ing aside  his  text  books,  gave  his  whole  time  to 
clearing  and  improving  the  home  farm  of  129 
acres;  he  owns  also  a tract  of  land  in  Perrysburg 
township.  Politically,  he  is  independent  in  his 
views,  voting  for  those  measures  which  he  con- 
siders will  be  the  most  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
nity, without  regard  to  the  party  favoring  them, 
and  he  has  served  his  fellowr  citizens  as  trustee  of 
Troy  township. 

Lewis  Bowers  owns  a snug  farm  of  forty 
acres,  pleasantly  located  in  Perry  township,  where 
he  has  been  operating  successfully  since  1866. 
He  has  brought  his  land  to  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, largely  by  the  labor  of  his  own  hands, 
and  is  in  possession  of  a comfortable  set  of  farm 
buildings,  to  which,  each  year,  he  adds  some- 
thing to  enhance  the  beauty  and  value  of  his 
property.  A native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in 
Chester  township,  Knox  county,  April  10,  1824. 

His  father,  Jesse  Bowers,  who  came  from 
Frederick  county,  Ya.,  to  Knox  county,  in  1802, 
was  educated  for  the  ministry,  and  for  over  twenty 
years  preached  for  the  Methodist  Church,  travel- 
og on  horseback  over  a large  circuit  during  the 
pioneer  days.  In  Wheeling,  W.  Ya.,  he  wedded 
Cydia  Grindstaff,  a native  of  Washington  county, 
Fenn.,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
' 1'ihiren,  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  namely: 
hosanna,  who  first  married  Daniel  Stone,  and'is 
:'ow  the  widow  of  Joseph  Drake,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio; 
Abigail,  wife  of  William  Rigley,  of  Kansas;  Aman- 


da, who  married  Moses  Grindstaff,  and  died  in 
Licking  county,  Ohio;  Elias,  who  died  in  Knox 
county,  Ohio;  Martha,  who  makes  her  home  in 
Illinois;  Jeremiah,  of  Licking  county;  Lewis,  of 
this  sketch;  Mary,  who  resides  in  Kansas;  Wes- 
ley, of  Illinois;  John  N.,  of  Texas;  and  Philena, 
wife  of  Jackson  Davis,  of  Iowa.  The  parents 
both  died,  and  were  buried  in  Hartford  township, 
Licking  county,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven,  and  the  mother  when  sixty-five  years. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  the  former  had 
mostly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and.  while 
he  was  engaged  in  preaching,  his  children  oper- 
ated the  farm.  Previously  to  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  he  was  a Whig,  but  after- 
ward affiliated  with  the  former 

The  schools  which  Lewis  Bowers  attended 
were  mostly  taught  by  teachers  hired  at  fifty 
cents  per  week,  the  parents  each  agreeing  to  send 
so  many  scholars.  He  is  a warm  friend  of  the 
public-school  system,  and  does  all  in  his  power 
for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education. 
At  the  age  of  se\enteen  he  began  learning  the 
shoemaker's  trade;  but,  not  liking  that  occupa- 
tion, he  took  up  carpentering,  which  he  followed 
for  fifteen  years,  when  he  was  injured  by  a saw- 
log  falling  upon  him.  After  his  marriage  he  lo- 
cated in  Hartford  township,  Licking  Co.,  Ohio, 
working  on  a farm  during  the  summer  months, 
while  in  the  winter  he  engaged  in  shoemaking  at 
his  own  home.  Two  years  later  he  went  to  Har- 
lem township,  Delaware  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he 
leased  twenty-five  acres.  For  clearing  the  land 
he  was  to  have  the  use  of  it  for  five  years.  Sub- 
sequentlv  he  purchased  a house  and  an  acre  of 
land  in  Hartford  township,  Licking  county,  where 
he  resided  until  November  10,  1863.  when  he 
arrived  in  Perry  township,  Wood  county,  locat- 
ing on  ten  acres  of  timber  land  in  Section  21, 
which  he  cultivated  until  1866.  In  that  year  he 
came  to  his  present  farm  of  forty  acres,  on  which 
he  erected  his  comfortable  home,  in  1886. 

In  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  December  22. 
1852,  Mr.  Bowers  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rebecca  Bailey,  who  was  born  in  Licking 
county,  February  26,  1831,  and  is  a daughter  01 
George  and  Elizabeth  (McCartney  Bailey,  the 
former  a native  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  followed  farming,  and 
was  also  a local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  C hurch. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Yictorine,  now  Mrs.  V aivin 

Brenaman,  of  Perry  township;  Lydia,  wife  >f 
Rev.  David  Brandeberry,  a Methodist  minister 
of  Hovtville,  Ohio;  Anna  M.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  George  IE,  of  Plain  township. 
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Wood  county;  Elizabeth  (twin  sister  of  George), 
who  died  in  infancy;  Amanda,  now  Mrs.  Wil- 
son Stearns,  of  Plain  township;  and  Emma,  at 
home. 

The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Bowers  has  served  as  super- 
intendent of  Sunday-school,  and  they  are  promi- 
nent in  the  social  circles  of  the  locality.  For 
fifteen  years  he  ably  served  as  supervisor  of  Perry 
township,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  success 
of  the  Republican  party,  of  whose  past  history 
he  is  justly  proud.  He  is  a man  well  and  favor- 
ably known,  having  the  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact. 

Francis  Brenot,  proprietor  of  twenty-one 
acres  of  improved  land  in  Section  34,  Ross  town- 
ship, is  numbered  among  the  most  interprising 
citizens  of  Wood  county,  and  is  one  of  its  most 
substantial  farmers.  He  located  here  in  1S64, 
and  from  the  uncultivated  soil  built  up  a valuable 
homestead,  which  will  remain  as  a monument  to 
his  industry  and  enterprise  for  generations  to 
come.  He  has  been  particularly  wise  in  his  in- 
vestments, and  possesses  excellent  business  capac- 
ity, making  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and  all 
through  the  changes  of  a busy  life,  and  while 
laboring  for  his  own  interests,  has  in  nowise  set 
aside  the  interests  and  well-being  of  the  commu- 
nity around  him. 

France,  who  has  given  so  many  of  her  sons 
to  the  building  up  of  this  country,  was  the  early 
tramping  ground  of  our  subject,  and  where  he  was 
born  February  3,  1834.  His  parents,  Frank  and 
Jeanne  Claude  (Roussy)  Brenot,  were  also  na- 
tives of  France,  where  the  father  spent  his  entire 
life  engaged  in  farming,  but  the  mother  came  to 
America  and  died  in  East  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  July, 
1871.  Four  of  their  children  also  became  res- 
idents of  the  United  States:  Mrs.  Mary  Martin, 

who  died  in  Lake  township,  Wood  county; 
Francis,  of  this  sketch;  John,  of  Blissfield.  Mich.; 
and  Philomaine,  who  died  in  Wood  county.  In 
his  native  land  Francis  Brenot  was  reared  and 
educated,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years.  He  tirst  located  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  worked  in  a sawmill,  and  in  the  woods, 
and  later  was  similarly  employed  in  Wisconsin. 
In  1861,  at  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  2nd  Mich.  V.  I.,  for  three  months, 
and, on  the  expiration  of  that  term,  re-enlisted  in 
the  same  company  and  regiment,  for  three  years. 
He  was  mustered  into  service  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
as  a member  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
participated  in  the  following  engagements:  Black- 
burn’s I'ord;  siege  of  Yorktown;  Williamsburg; 


i Fair  Oaks;  Richmond;  Glendale;  Malvern  Hill; 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run;  Chantilly;  Frederick- 
burg;  Vicksburg;  Knoxville,  where  he  received  a 
i gunshot  wound;  Jackson;  Blue  Springs;  Camp- 
bell’s station;  siege  of  Knoxville,  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  and  others.  At  the  close  of  his 
enlistment  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  July, 
1864,  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  was  mustered  out 
with  an  army  record  of  which  he  may  be  justly 
proud.  From  Detroit,  soon  after  his  discharge, 
Mr.  Brenot  came  to  Wood  county,  and  has  since 
made  his  home  here.  In  addition  to  the  farm  on 
which  he  is  now  located,  he  owns  another  in  the 
! same  township,  comprising  120  acres,  100  of 
which  he  has  placed  under  the  plow.  For  about 
twelve  years  also,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
saloon  business  in  Ross  township. 

There  Mr.  Brenot  was  married,  in  1872,  to 
Miss  Pauline  Ruget,  a native  of  France,  born 
i March  20,  1850,  and  a daughter  of  Charley  and 
Rosella  (Doubet)  Ruget,  who  were  also  born  in 
France,  but  at  an  early  day  became  residents  of 
Michigan.  Her  father  is  now  deceased,  but  her 
mother  resides  in  Blissfield,  Mich.  Five  children 
have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  name- 
ly: Mary,  Frank,  Charles,  Amelia,  and  Rosy. 

Mr.  Brenot  is  a solid  Democrat,  politically,  and 
has  served  as  a member  of  the  school  board, 
while  socially  he  is  prominently  identified  with 
George  Douglas  Post,  G.  A.  R.  No.,  183,  of  Mi’tl- 
bury,  Wood  county.  He  is  a wide-awake,  ener- 
getic man,  who  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

Delascus  Mercer,  who  for  forty-five  years 
has  witnessed  the  development  and  upbuilding 
of  Wood  county,  was  born  October  11,  1849,  in 
Portage  township,  and  is  one  of  the  family  of  ten 
children  born  to  Daniel  and  Susan  (Roberts 
Mercer.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated 
in  the  district  schools  of  Portage  and  Liberty 
townships.  During  his  boyhood  davs  he  assisted 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  old  home  place,  and  con- 
tinued under  the  parental  roof  until  after  he  had 
attained  his  majority. 

On  March  21,  1870,  in  Liberty  township. 
Mr.  Mercer  married  Miss  Louisa  Dongev,  the 
Rev.  Wilcot,  pastor  of  the  Disciples  Church 
! officiating.  She  was  born  in  Wood  county,  Oc- 
tober 18,  1849,  and  is  a daughter  of  Peter  1‘ 
and  Catherine  (Doran)  Dongey,  natives  ot 
France,  who  were  married  on  board  the  vessel 
which  brought  them  to  America.  They  located 
in*  Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  where  the 
j father  died  in  September,  1889.  The  mother  i.- 
! now  a resident  of  Bowling  Green.  1 hey  had  a 
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f.unily  of  eight  children:  Fred,  who  died  at  the 

ageof  twenty- two;  Julia,  wife  of  H.  W.  Sterling, 
of  Bowling  Green;  Mrs.  Mercer;  Henry,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green;  Susan,  wife  of  William  M.  Mercer,  of 
Liberty  township;  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy; 
George,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  Charles,  of  Wes- 
ton. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  housekeeping 
on  a twenty-acre  farm  in  Liberty  township  which 
constitutes  a part  -of  their  present  homestead. 
Mr.  Mercer  now  owns  329  acres  of  valuable  land, 
all  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  in  1S90 
he  replaced  the  old  log  cabin  home  with  a large 
substantial  frame  residence.  There  are  numer- 
ous oil  wells  on  his  land,  on  some  of  which  he 
receives  a one-sixth  royalty.  Eight  children  have 
blessed  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
namely:  Lewis  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy; 

Lucy  C. , wife  of  T.  J.  White,  of  Mercer  county, 
Penn.,  who  is  now  preparing  for  the  ministry  in 
Bethany  College,  West  Virginia;  Edward  H.,  a 
pupil  in  the  Angola  (Ind.)  Academy;  Clarence 
Elmer,  Matilda  J.  and  Abraham  Garfield,  at 
home;  Alda  Edith,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
months;  and  Daniel  Floyd,  at  home.  In  politics 
Mr.  Mercer  is  a stalwart  Prohibitionist.  He 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  but  has,  how- 
ever, served  as  school  director  for  a number  of 
years.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees  at  Rudolph.  He  and  his  wife 
are  earnest  supporters  of  the  Disciples  Church, 
and  faithfully  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  Master. 

George  W.  Brown  located  in  Troy  town- 
ship in  1882,  and  the  following  year  he  removed 
to  his  present  farm,  where  he  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a native  of 
Wood  county,  born  in  Plain  township  in  1855, 
and  is  a son  of  James  and  Ann  (Brim)  Brown, 
both  natives  of  England.  On  coming  to  the 
New  World  the  father  first  located  in  Sandusky 
county,  Ohio,  whence  he  removed  to  Plain  town- 
ship, where  he  was  numbered  among  the  hon- 
ored pioneers.  He  there  opened  up  a farm,  but 
later  went  to  Center  township,  this  county.  His 
death  occurred  in  Henry  county,  Ohio,  and  at 
Liberty  Center,  that  county,  his  wife  still  makes 
her  home.  Their  family  consisted  of  three  chil- 
dren— George  W. , of  this  review;  M.  L. , of  Lib- 
erty Center;  and  Hattie  A.,  now  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Burke,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired  in 
Plain  township,  at  District  No.  1,  and  at  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1S7S  he  began 
teaching  in  Center  township,  and  later  was  em- 
ployed in  the  same  vocation  in  his  home  school. 


having  taught  two  entire  school  years  and  every 
winter  since  he  began,  to  the  present  time.  He 
has  been  successful  in  following  that  profession, 
and  is  ranked  among  the  leading  teachers  of  the 
county. 

I11  18S2,  in  Troy  township,  ’was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Brown  and  Miss  Mary  L. 
Hahn,  a native  of  that  township,  where  her 
father,  Valentine  Hahn,  was  one  of  the  early 
pioneers.  To  them  have  been  born  five  children 
— Arthur  A.,  Alien  V.,  Mabel,  Rub}-  and  W. 
WTaldo. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a Republican,  and  socially  he 
holds  membership  with  Centennial  Lodge  No. 
626,  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Bowling  Green,  with  which 
he  became  identified  in  February,  1879. 

L.  A.  Trepanier,  wholesale  grain  dealer,  of 
Dunbridge,  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  this 
State,  April  27,  i860.  His  father,  Peter  Tre- 
panier, was  a native  of  France,  and  a teacher 
of  French  and  English.  When  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America,  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Lorain  county,  where  he  resumed  his  profession 
of  teaching.  In  1858,  in  New  Hampshire,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Caroline  Sawver, 
and  to  them  was  born  one  son,  Leon  A.  When 
the  war  broke  out,  the  father  offered  his  services 
to  his  adopted  country  as  a defender  of  the 
Union,  and  valiantly  defended  the  old  flag  and 
the  cause  it  represented. 

Mrs.  Trepanier  afterward  removed  with  her 
son  to  Pemberville,  Wood  county,  and  Leon  first 
attended  school  at  Scotch  Ridge.  He  began 
earning  hi$  living  as  a farm  hand,  and  was  thus 
employed  for  eleven  years,  when,  with  the  cap- 
ital he  had  acquired  through  his  own  exertions, 
he  bought  a forty-acre  farm  in  Middleton  town- 
ship, which  he  operated  for  twelve  years.  He 
next  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  which  he 
carried  on  for  six  years,  and  also  conducted  a 
meat  market  and  engaged  in  shipping  stock.  In 
1892  he  organized  the  Dunbridge  Elevator  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  owns  a half  interest,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  making  extensive  shipments  01 
grain  to  the  East.  He  is  a very  energetic  and 
progressive  business  man,  thoroughly  reliable,  and 
his  reputation  in  business  circles  is  a spotless 
one.  He  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings, 
owing  to  his  good  management  and  energy,  and 
may  truly  be  called  a self-made  man. 

The  lady  who  now  bears  the  name  of  Mr>. 
Trepanier  was  in  her  maidenhood  Libhie  W ;C- 
ace,  daughter  of  John  Wallace,  a farmei  of  Mi  1- 
dleton  township,  where  she  was  born  in  1862 
Five  children  grace  this  union — Pearl.  Mary. 
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Edith,  Ada  and  Rosamond.  The  parents  hold 
membership  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Mr.  Trepanier  belongs  to  Middleton  Lodge  No. 
786,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  is  now  efficiently  serving  a second  term  as 
justice  of  the  peace. 

George  W.  Smith,  having  spent  his  entire 
life  in  this  county,  faithfully  performing  his  duties 
of  citizenship,  well  deserves  representation  in  this 
history.  He  was  born  in  Weston  township,  De- 
cember 5,  i S'56.  The  grandfather  was  a native 
of  Germany,  and  the  name  was  originally  spelled 
Schmitt.  When  a young  man  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  was  married  in  this  country.  Asa 
Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  West 
Virginia,  in  1 S 1 4,  and  in  his  early  manhood  left 
that  State  for  Wood  county,  Ohio,  becoming  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Weston  township.  Here 
he  married  Nancy  McKee,  who  was  of  Irish  line- 
age. They  located  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres 
which  he  had  secured,  and  there  the  mother  died 
in  1857.  Some  years  later  the  father  wedded 
Mariette  Ellsworth,  a native  of  Wood  county,  by 
whom  he  had  seven  children.  The  children  of 
the  first  marriage  were  John,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-five;  Melissa,  wife  of  Solon  Davis; 
Ann,  wife  of  John  Bortel,  of  Milton  township; 
Warren,  a member  of  Company  F,  86th  O.  V. 
I. , who  died  at  Cumberland  Gap,  Ivy.,  during  the 
war,  and  was  buried  by  his  father,  who  went 
South  in  order  to  perform  that  last  office;  Celia, 
wife  of  Benjamin  Bortel,  of  Weston  township; 
and  Emma,  wife  of  William  Haight,  of  Ironton, 
Ohio.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage  are 
Deborah,  wife  of  Silas  Barton,  of  Weston  town- 
ship; Lucinda,  wife  of  Henry  Webb,  of  Toledo; 
Minnie,  wife  of  R.  S.  Jenkins,  of  Weston  town- 
ship; Ida,  wife  of  Daniel  Doyle,  of  Toledo;  Hat- 
tie, wife  of  Ralph  Poland,  of  Weston;  Asa,  of 
Weston;  and  Nettie,  at  home. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  this  sketch,  received  meager 
educational  privileges,  attending  school  only 
through  the  winter  season,  for  during  the  summer 
months  his  services  were  needed  on  the  home 
farm.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  working 
by  the  day  as  a farm  hand,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  for  a 
livelihood.  By  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in 
Weston  township,  October  20,  1S81.  he  secured, 
as  a companion  and  helpmeet  on  life  s journey, 
Miss  Wilda  Dewese,  who  was  born  in  Weston 
township,  November  27,  1801,  a daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Ellen  Dewese.  I hey  have  two  sons — 
Clarence,  born  in  October,  1882,  and  Roy,  born 
November  7,  1888. 


At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Smith  io- 
- cated  upon  his  present  farm  of  100  acres,  which 
: was  given  him  by  his  maternal  grandmother  when 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  In  1884  he  replaced 
the  log  cabin  by  a more  modern  residence.  He 
I carries  on  general  farming,  and  now  has  a well- 
improved  place.  He  is  industrious  and  energetic, 
and  his  finely-developed  farm  is  evidence  of  his 
careful  supervision.  His  political  support  is 
i given  to  the  Republican  party,  but  his  entire  at- 
tention is  devoted  to  agricultural  interests. 

B.  M.  Crandall,  a leading  and  enterprising 
farmer  of  Lake  township,  residing  in  Section  8, 

! was  born  in  Jay,  Orleans  Co.,  N’t. , October- 12, 
1843,  and  ^ a son  °f  Adna  and  Anna  (Sanborn 
Crandall.  His  father,  who  was  a native  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  early  life  went  to  Jay,  Vt.,  where 
he  was  married,  and  there  his  death  occurred. 
The  mother  also  died  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State.  Our  subject  was  the  fifth  in  order  of 
> birth  in  their  family  of  five  children,  four  sons 
and  one  daughter,  the  others  being  George,  Mary 
and  Ebenezer,  deceased;  and  S.  O , who  resides 
in  Ross  township,  Wood  county. 

Mr.  Crandall,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  in  his  youth  received  a fair  education  in 
the  schools  of  Vermont,  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  1862,  when  he  left  home, 
going  to  Oregon  township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio.  The 
j following  year  he  laid  aside  personal  plans  and 
interests  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  his  country,  be- 
! corning  a member  of  Company  C,  3rd  O.  V.  V. 
C.,  and  joined  his  regiment  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Selma,  Ala.,  and 
remained  with  that  command  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  to  Lucas  county',  where  he  engaged  in 
; farming. 

In  Lake  township,  Wood  Co.,  in  1S74  Mr. 

| Crandall  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Min- 
nie Craine,  and  to  them  -have  been  born  four 
children,  namely:  Thomas  B. , Ethel  }.,  Ernest 
H.,  and  Bernice  M.  Our  subject  took  his  bride 
to  his  present  fine  farm  of  forty  acres,  which  he 
now  has  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
well  improved  with  good  buildings.  His  first  vote 
was  cast  while  in  the  army,  since  which  time  he 
has  always  been  a stalwart  Republican,  ami  h L" 
membership  with  the  G.  A.  R. , Post  No.  14.  >--i 
Toledo,  Ohio,  He  has  never  tasted  1 ii  1 nor.  or 
smoked  or  chewed  tobacco,  but  has  never  tak  n a 
pledge,  and  his  exemplary  life  wins  him  the 
friendship  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  tu 
comes  in  contact,  either  in  a social  or  busims> 

; way. 
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William  S.  Duesler  is  numbered  among  the 
worthy  citizens  that  the  Empire  State  has  fur- 
nished to  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Yates  county, 
N.  Y. , June  5,  1843,  ar>d  *s  a son  of  George  and 
Ellen  M.  (Schenck)  Duesler.  The  father  learned 
the  trades  of  wood  turning  and  blacksmithing  in 
early  life,  and  for  many  years  followed  those  pur- 
suits. About  fifteen  years  after  his  marriage  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Michigan,  locating  on 
a farm  which  his  sons  operated,  while  he  carried 
on  his  trade.  After  two  years  he  came  to  Ohio, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Seneca 
county,  where  he  remained  for  several  years. 
There  the  mother  died.  The  father  has  since 
married  Rachel  McEwen,  and  is  now  living  retired 
in  Republic,  Ohio.  The  children  of  the  first  mar- 
riage are  as  follows:  John  J.,  now  of  Kansas, 

was  a soldier  in  Company  A,  55th  O.  V.  I.,  and 
lost  his  right  arm  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville; 
Miles  belonged  to  the  same  company,  was  wound- 
ed in  the  'same  battle,  and  was  then  taken  to  a 
Rebel  hospital,  was  paroled,  and  returned  to 
Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  died  of  his  w’ounds; 
Jane  A.  is  the  wife  of  F.  C.  Everett,  of  Crawford 
county,  Ohio;  William  S.  is  the  next  younger; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Colwell,  of  Republic, 
Ohio.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage  are 
Maria,  wife  of  Jonathan  Witter,  of  Republic;  and 
George  H.,  of  Lafayette,  Indiana. 

William  S.  Duesler  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  boyhood  days  in  Seneca  county,  and  attended 
the  common  schools  until  the  age  of  twenty.  At 
that  time  he  enlisted,  September  20,  1861,  as  a 
member  of  Company  I,  9th  O.  V.  C.,  and  in  the 
spring  went  with  his  regiment  to  the  front,  par- 
ticipating in  the  battle  of  Waynesboro,  the  At- 
lanta campaign,  and  all  the  engagements  of 
Sherman’s  command  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
receiving  an  honorable  discharge  at  Lexington, 
N.  C.,  July  20,  1865. 

Mr.  Duesler  at  once  returned  home,  and  was 
married  November  28,  1865,  to  Mary  E.  Hoover, 
a native  of  Seneca  county.  Four  years  later 
they  removed  to  Kansas  where  Mr.  Duesler  took 
up  a soldier's  homestead  of  160  acres,  on  which 
he  lived  for  two  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Seneca  county,  and  operated  his  father’s  farm 
until  1870,  when  he  traded  his  propertv  in  Kan- 
sas for  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Henry  township, 
Wood  county,  where  he  lived  until  1880.  He 
has  since  resided  at  his  present  home,  where  he 
owns  forty  acres  of  land  that  is  now  a well-im- 
proved tract. 

Here  Mrs.  Duesler  died  November  14,  1894. 
hi  the  family  were  eight  children — Alice  I.,  born 
June  3,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  John  R.  Bateson,  of 


Six  Points,  Wood  county;  Miles  U.,  born  Jan- 
uary 1 5,  1869,  is  the  husband  of  Nina  Wails,  and 
lives  in  Liberty;  Harry  C.,  born  March  27,  1871, 
is  at  home;  Julia  E.,  born  June  16,  1874,  is  the 
wife  of  J.  Bennard,  of  Liberty;  Effie  Pearl,  born 
November  29,  1876,  died  March  12,  187S;  Oliver 
W.,  born  March  14.  1880,  died  October  is, 

1882;  Loyd,  and  Floyd,  twins,  born  September 

I,  1883,  are  at  home.  Mr.  Duesler  was  again 
married.  May  9,  1895,  this  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  (CarisJ  Drummond,  who  was 
born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  in  1855,  a daugh- 
ter'of  William  and  Catherine  (Heckard)  Caris. 
The  father  was  born  in  Ohio,  the  mother  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  1S67  they  came  to  Wood 
count)',  locating  in  Portage  township,  where  they 
now  reside  on  a farm  of  sixty -seven  acres.  Their 
children  were  Eliza;  Daniel,  deceased;  Anna,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Mrs.  Duesler;  Oliver,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years;  Philip;  Susan  and 
Jennie. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Duesler  is  a stalwart  Prohibi- 
tionist, but  takes  no  active  part  in  politics  aside 
from  casting  his  ballot.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He 
started  out  in  life  a poor  boy,  but  has  steadily 
and  persistently  worked  his  way  upward,  and 
through  his  own  efforts  has  acquired  a comfort- 
able competence. 

Thomas  J.  Henry  is  a native  of  Perry  town- 
ship, where  he  was  born  December  27.  1845. 
His  father,  Hosea  Henry,  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire  in  1809,  and  was  the  son  of  Benia- 
min, who  moved  to  New  York  when  a child, 
i Hosea  was  reared  a farmer’s  boy,  and  attended 
the  district  schools  of  his  time.  When  a young 
I man  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  located  in 
, Section  S,  Perry  township,  which  was  then  heav- 
1 ily  wooded.  Mr.  Henry  helped  to  cut  the  roads 
around  West  Millgrove,  which  was  at  that  time 
covered  with  trees.  He  was  married  in  Mont- 
gomery township  May  16,  1 84®,  by  Guy  Morgan. 

J.  P. , to  Miss  Nanc\  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
East  Union  township,  Wayne  county.  August  13. 
1821.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Elizabeth  (Witherspoon)  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  an 
early  day  to  Wayne  county,  and  in  about  1830 
settled  in  Montgomery  township,  where  he  had 
entered  160  acres  of  land  the  fall  before,  built  a 
log  house,  with  puncheon  floor  and  clapboard 
i roof. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  went  to  housekeeping 
on  his  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  8.  Perry 
; township,  in  a small  log  house,  which  w as  rude!) 
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furnished  with  primitive  furniture.  Their  children 
were:  Orrin,  living  at  Bowling  Green;  Sarah  J., 

died  young;  Charles  A.,  a physician  of  Fostoria; 
Thomas  J.,  our  subject;  Lorinda,  the  wife  of  James 
Lusk,  and  who  died  in  Perry;  Perry,  a resident 
of  West  Millgrove;  Silas,  died  in  infancy;  Win- 
held,  died  while  young ; and  Alice,  married  to  Dr.  D.  • 
O.  Fruth,  of  Chicago,  111.  Mr.  Henry  was  a Whig 
and  a Republican,  and,  although  no  office-seeker, 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  his  party.  He  had 
always  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  and 
his  last  farm,  on  which  his  widow  now  lives,  was 
started  in  the  woods,  which  was  cleared  away 
by  him  and  his  sons.  He  was  a self-made  man 
in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  spent  an  active, 
busy  life,  and  died  March  17,  1 S 8 3 , in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  his  family. 

Our  subject  spent  his  time  in  school  and 
upon  the  farm  until  August  27,  1862,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  111th  Regiment,  O.  V. 

I.,  under  Capt.  Yeager.  The  regiment’s  first  fight 
took  place  at  Perryville,  Ky.  Mr.  Henry  stayed 
with  the  regiment,  participating  in  all  the  fights  j 
until  December,  1862,  when  he  was  taken  ill  with 
measles,  and  confined  three  months  in  the  Louis-  i 
ville  (Ky.)  and  New  Albany  (Ind.)  hospitals.  He 
joined  his  regiment  in  the  spring  of  1863,  at  | 
Bowling  Green,  and  remained  with  it  until  Janu- 
ary, 1865;  was  laid  up  with  fever  at  Nash-  j 
ville,  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  and  Camp  Dennison, 
Ohio,  and  was  sent  home  on  a furlough.  He  i 
returned  to  Camp  Dennison,  but  never  got  nearer  ' 
to  the  field  of  action,  as  the  war  closed.  He  was  J 
discharged  June  26,  1865,  and  returned  home.  1 
He  was  employed  by  his  father  on  the  home 
farm,  and  for  nearly  two  years  worked  in 
a sawmill  in  the  western  part  of  Wood  county. 
Two  years  more  were  spent  in  a grocery  store  in 
Fostoria,  and  then  he  again  went  to  the  home  | 
place,  and  has  been  living  there  continuously  ever 
since.  Being  the  eldest  boy  at  home,  and  his 
father’s  health  failing,  he  was  given  charge  of  the 
farm,  and  has  ma«aged  it  in  a most  competent 
manner. 

Mr.  fl  enry  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Brough,  for  Governor  of 
Ohio.  He  is  one  of  the  stanchest  members  of 
the  party,  and  was  for  nine  years  trustee  of  Perry 
township;  and  in  the  spring  of  1895  was  elected 
its  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a charter  member 
of  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  646,  at  Prairie  Depot, 
and  also  of  Conley  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  West  Mill- 
grove,  and  Lodge  No.  446,  K.  of  P. , at  the  same 
place.  On  January  10.  1870,  Mr.  Henry  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie  Hosier, 
daughter  of  Tobias  Hosier,  and  a native  of  Penn- 


sylvania. She  departed  this  life  May  6,  1892, 
and  is  buried  at  West  Millgrove.  One  son  was 
born  to  this  couple,  John  M.,  August  14,  1874: 
he  attends  school  at  F’ostoria. 

Mr.  Henry  was  married  March  19,  1S96,  to 
Miss  Alice  Albert,  daughter  of  John  Albert,  of 
Fostoria.  Our  subject  is  a popular,  well-to-do 
citizen  of  Perry,  and  has  a host  of  friends.  He 
is  well  posted  on  the  current  events  of  the  day, 
being  fond  of  reading,  and  is  a pleasant  and  in- 
teresting companion. 

James  E.  Hummel,  proprietor  of  a general 
mercantile  establishment  at  Wingston,  has  a 
well-equipped  store,  containing  a large  and  care- 
fully selected  stock,  and  the  public  accords  him 
a liberal  patronage.  His  earnest  endeavor  to 
please  his  patrons,  and  his  honorable,  dealing, 
have  enabled  him  to  build  up  a good  business, 
and  he  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  social 
circles. 

Mr.  Hummel  was  born  in  Sandusky  county 
Ohio,  August  30,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Mary  A.  (Ellsworth)  Hummel,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  born  in  Painesville,  N.  Y. , in  1823.  The 
father  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1S20,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when  seven 
years  of  age.  They  located  first  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  subsequently  removing  to  Jackson 
township,  Sandusky  county,  where  the  grand- 
father died.  John  Hummel  was  there  reared 
and  educated,  and  after  his  marriage  located  in 
Scott  township,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1886.  His  widow  is  still  living.  Their  children 
were  James  E.  ; George  W.,  a farmer  of  Arkan- 
sas; Lorenzo  IT,  of  Sandusky  county;  Matilda, 
wife  of  Wesley  Smith,  of  Seneca  countv;  Mar- 
garet M.,  widow  of  John  Michaels;  Albert  F. , of 
Seneca  county;  Mary  E.,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  and 
Alonzo,  of  Seneca  county. 

Mr.  Hummel,  the  subject  proper  of  this  re- 
view, was  early  inured  to  the  arduous  labor  of 
developing  a new  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  working  a.- 
a farm  hand  until  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
after  which  he  operated  the  old  homestead  for 
three  years.  Subsequently  he  rented  a farm  for 
a year,  and  then  removed  to  Michigan,  w here  he 
aided  in  laying  out  the  town  of  Freeport.  A 
year  later  he  returned  to  Sandusky,  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  bought  twenty  acres  of  land,  making  In- 
home  thereon  four  years,  and  on  April  12.  1870. 
he  came  to  Liberty  towmship,  trading  bis  farm 
for  thirty  acres  here.  In  April,  1877,  he  went  to 
Milton  township,  and  two  years  later  to  Fort  g<. 
township,  where  he  lived  three  years,  lit  tin 
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spring  of  1882,  he  embarked  in  merchandising  in 
Wingston,  and  in  the  spring  of  1891,  he  erected 
his  present  store.  He  build  his  home  in  the 
spring  of  1882,  and  in  addition  to  this  property 
he  owns  a forty-acre  farm  in  Henry  township, 
and  112  acres  of  land  in  Sandusky  county.  He 
has  an  eighty-acre  oil  farm  in  Section  33,  Liber- 
ty township,  containing  seven  oil  wells,  and 
twenty-two  acres  of  land  in  Section  29,  Liberty 
township,  whereon  stands  his  fine  home. 

Mr.  Hummel  was  married,  September  12, 
1S69,  in  Sandusky  county,  to  Christena  Riegler, 
who  was  born  December  25,  1851.  a daughter  of 
John  G.  and  Mary  (Stohl)  Riegler,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  were  married  in  Holmes  county, 
Ohio,  and  died  in  Sandusky  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hummel  have  three  children:  Laura,  wife 

of  George  Brink,  of  Liberty  township;  Mary  E., 
wife  of  John  Gilger,  of  Liberty  township;  and 
Dolly  M.,  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Hummel  is 
a Republican,  and  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  one  term.  He  is  a man  of  excellent 
business  and  executive  ability,  and  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortunes.  In  manner  he  is 
genial  and  courteous,  traits  which  make  him  very 
popular.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Subordi- 
nate Lodge  No.  59S,  I.  O.  O.  F. , at  Milton  Cen- 
ter, with  which  he  united  in  1892,  and  also  of 
the  Encampment;  and  he  is  a most  valuable  and 
active  member  of  Wingston  Lodge  No.  553,  K. 
of  P. , which  was  instituted  March  25,  1892, 
mainly  through  his  instrumentality.  He  secured 
the  first  sixteen  names  to  the  charter  list,  which 
comprises  thirty-five  names,  was  first  chancellor 
commander,  and  has  filled  nearly  all  the  offices 
in  the  lodge,  which  now  has  more  than  seventy 
members  in  good  standing. 

Johx  A.  Todd,  one  of  the  industrious  and 
enterprising  farmers  of  Portage  township,  was 
born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  August  29, 
1855,  and  ^ the  ninth  in  order  of  birth  in  the 
family  of  thirteen  children  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
(McCullough ) Todd,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  who  departed  this  life  in  Columbiana  county. 
As  his  parents  were  in  limited  circumstances,  the 
educational  advantages  afforded  our  subject  were 
rju ite  limited,  but  his  training  at  farm  labor  was 
not  so  meager  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he 
was  put  to  work,  and,  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  his  earnings  went  toward  the  sup- 
port of  the  family.  In  September,  1876,  he  left 
his  native  county,  coming  to  Weston,  Wood 
county,  where  his  uncle,  Michael  B.  Todd,  was 
living.  It  was  his  intention  to  make  only  a visit, 

but  he  began  work  as  a farm  hand  for  his  uncle, 
07 


; and  later  was  employed  by  others  in  the  same 
| capacity.  Returning  to  Columbiana  countv,  he 
there  remained  for  a few  months  but  since  that 
time  he  has  made  his  home  in  Wood  county. 

In  Portage  township,  in  March,  1880,  Mr. 
Todd  married  Miss  Anna  Miller,  of  .Seneca  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  A.  B.  Miller,  now  of 
Jerry  City,  Ohio.  He  rented  land  in  Portage 
towmship,  and  later  in  Center  and  Montgomerv 
toumships,  where  he  also  engaged  in  teaming, 

| then  returning  to  Portage  township.  After  rent- 
ing a farm  for  five  years  in  Liberty  towmship.  he 
removed  to  the  Coffinberry  farm,  where  he  yet 
1 lives,  owning  forty  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can 
be  found  in  Portage  township.  When  he  came 
to  this  county  he  had  but  six  dollars,  and  for  the 
1 first  three  years  was  ill  a great  deal  of  the  time 
with  ague.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties  he 
| has  succeeded  in  securing  a good  property,  all  the 
result  of  his  own  toil  and  energy. 

On  February  4,  1893,  Mr.  Todd  was  called 
: upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Portage  cemetery.  To  them  had  been 
born  five  children — Berdell,  Charles  and  Eiva. 
at  home;  Pearlie.  who  died  August  [8,  ! 889. 
and  Elmer,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  lady  who 
now  bears  the  name  of  Mrs.  Todd  was,  in  her. 
; maidenhood,  Miss  Lizzie  Sells,  daughter  of  jerry 
| Sells.  She  has  many  friends  in  this  com  m unity, 
and  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Bisciples 
Church.  Besides  general  farming,  Mr.  Todd  is 
also  extensively  engaged  in  teaming,  which  busi- 
ness adds  materially  to  his  income.  His  straight- 
forward, honorable  life  has  gained  him  the  con- 
| fidence  of  all.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Whitney 
Lodge,  No.  589,  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Portage,  and  his 
j political  interests  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Dennis  O’Leary,  a worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  the 
: county,  resides  in  Section  29,  Lake  township, 
where  his  birth  took  place  in  1846  at  the  home 
of  his  parents.  }ohn  and  Ellen  (McCarty 
O’Leary,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  When  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  the  father  left  the  Emer- 
ald Isle  on  a sailing  vessel,  which  dropped  anchor 
in  the  harbor  of  New  York  after  a voyage  of 
seven  weeks.  After  remaining  in  that  city  for  .1 
short  time,  he  went  to  Georgia,  where  lie  was 
employed  on  public  works  until  1835,  when  he 
secured  a position  with  a railroad.  The  n \t 
vear,  however,  he  came  to  Maumee,  Ohio,  wii  re 
he  worked  on  the  Maumee  canal;  but  the  follow- 
ing winter  was  again  spent  in  railroading  i;i 
Georgia,  and  on  his  return  to  Maumee,  he  resume  i 
work  on  the  canal.  He  was  also  employed  n 
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the  National  pike,  until  it  was  nearly  completed, 
during  which  time  he  was  married  at  Detroit,  1 
Mich.  He  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Lake  township.  Wood  county,  where  he  secured' 
eigTrty  acres  of  government  land,  to  which  he 
later  added  another  eighty-acre  tract,  covered 
wfith  a dense  growth  of  trees,  and  not  even  a road 
had  been  laid  out  to  the  place.  It  was  about 
1842  when  he  located  upon  his  land,  his  first 
home  being  a log  cabin,  but  he  went  earnestly  to 
work,  and  soon  acre  after  acre  was  placed  under 
the  plow.  He  became  quite  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county,  and  was  serving 
as  trustee  of  his  township  (which  office  he  filled 
for  three  years)  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
political  support  was  given  the  Democratic  party, 
and  religiously  he  was  a member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  Maumee.  He  was  an  excel- 
lent walker,  often  going  to  church  and  back  on 
foot,  and  in  his  younger  years  would  walk  from 
near  Perrysburg  to  Wilkinson,  Ohio,  where  he 
would  do  a day’s  harvesting  for  fifty  cents,  and 
then  return  home  at  night.  His  death  occurred 
in  1883,  upon  the  old  home  farm,  where  his 
widow  still  resides.  Six  of  their  nine  children 
are  yet  living,  namely:  Mary,  at  home;  Dennis, 

.subject  of  this  sketch;  John,  Johanna  and  Ellen, 
all  at  home;  and  Dan,  a resident  of  Mercer 
county  Ohio. 

Dennis  O'Leary  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead  and  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Lake  township.  On  leaving 
the  parental  roof,  in  1868,  he  went  to  Iowa,  lo- 
cating in  the  city  of  Tama,  Tama  county,  where 
he  was  employed  for  two  years  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  after  which  he  returned  to  Wood  county, 
and  has  since  been  numbered  among  its  most 
energetic  and  progressive  farmers. 

In  1873  Mr.  O'Leary  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Eliza  Ludington,  a native  of  England, 
and  a daughter  of  William  F.  and  Susan  (Corn- 
wall) Ludington.  Since  the  death  of  her  father, 
her  mother  has  become  the  wife  of  Dr.  Buckland, 
of  Stony  Ridge,  Ohio.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife:  Mary,  wife  of 

Sydney  Weaver,  of  Lake  township;  John;  Will- 
iam; and  Edward. 

In  politics,  Mr.  O’Leary  is  a stalwart  Demo- 
crat, has  served  as  a member  of  the  school  board, 
and  since  April,  1893,  has  been  trustee  of  his 
township.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church  of  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  and  is 
largely  interested  in  any  movement  that  is  for 
the  improvement  of  the  township  and  county,  or 
that  will  elevate  and  benefit  the  people  among 
whom  he  fives. 


Thomas  Shinew,  one  of  the  successful,  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  Portage  township,  was  born 
October  2.  1831,  in  Montgomery  township,  and  is 
the  eldest  son  of  Dennis  and  Catherine  (Gunder 
Shinew. 

Our  subject  was  the  son  of  poor  parents,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  spend  his  )'ounger  days  hard  at 
work  on  the  farm.  His  schooling  was  greatly 
neglected,  as  he  was  able  to  attend  only  a few 
weeks  each  winter.  He  served'an  apprenticeship 
in  farming  under  his  father’s  instructions,  and  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twentv- 
one  years  old,  up  to  which  time  he  had  never  had 
$2  at  one  time  that  he  could  call  his  own.  He 
started  to  work  for  his  uncle,  receiving  seventy- 
five  cents  a day.  He  earned  $9,  with  which  he 
bought  a p>air  of  boots  and  a pair  of  trousers. 

On  April  3,  1876,  he  married,  in  Center  town- 
ship, Miss  Sarah  Nelson,  a native  of  Hancock 
county,  and  a daughter  of  William  Nelson.  At 
this  time  Mr.  Shinew  had  saved  $800  from  his 
earnings,  and  with  this  he  rented  land  in  Portage, 
and  lived  there  until  he  bought  fifty-six  acres  in 
Section  3,  of  that  township,  from  Noah  Helm, 
for  which  he  went  heavily  in  debt.  Later  he  sold 
this  land  and  bought  elsewhere.  He  took  a con- 
tract for  ditching,  and  made  considerable  money. 
About  1 888  he  moved  to  Section  8,  Portage  town- 
ship, where  he  now  resides,  buying  land  at  dif- 
ferent times,  until  at  present  he  has  247  acres. 
In  1S91  he  built  one  of  the  finest  barns  in  the 
township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shinew  have  been 
born  these  children-  Mary,  William,  Dennis. 
George,  Isaac,  Lester,  Verna,  and  Thomas.  All 
are  living  but  Dennis. 

Our  subject  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  has  always  been  a hard  worker 
for  its  success.  Although  not  an  office  seeker,  he 
has  been  elected  constable  of  Portage  township. 
He  is  well  posted  on  all  the  political  issues,  and  his 
influence  in  this  field  has  been  keenly  felt  b\ 
both  friend  and  foe.  He  is  an  active  and  devout 
member  of  the  Christian  Union,  and  belongs  to 
the  Clover  Dale  class.  As  a farmer  Mr.  Shinew 
has  probably  few  equals  in  Portage  township  for 
thrift  and  industry.  An  excellent  manager  and 
hard  worker,  his  present  position  among  the  fore- 
most of  Portage  township’s  farmers  is  secure. 

Dennis  Shinew,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Canton  Fribourg,  Switzerland,  about 
182S.  When  he  was  seven  vears  old  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States.  wk  ' 
located  in  Columbus.  Ohio;  about  1840  tin  \ 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  Mr.  Shinew  bong  t 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  12.  in  Portae' 
township.  Here  he  erected  a log  house,  with  its 
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>tick  chimney  and  puncheon  floor,  Fie  died  after 
{our  years’  residence  in  Wood  county.  Mrs. 
Shinew  lived  to  be  eighty  years  old.  When  six- 
teen years  old  Dennis  left  home,  and  went  to  work 
fur  a farmer  for  fifty  cents  a day.  January  8, 
1850,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Gunder, 
who  was  born  in  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  September 
t <5,  1S34,  and  was  a daughter  of  Isaac  Gunder. 
Mr.  Dennis  Shinew  bought  land  in  Montgomery 
township,  for  which  he  went  in  debt,  and  in 
March  came  to  Section  9,  Portage  township,  and 
bought  seventy-seven  acres,  on  which  he  lives  at 
present.  To  him  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
these  children:  Thomas,  our  subject;  Isaac,  a 

fanner  of  Portage;  George,  also  of  Portage;  Ellen, 
now  Mrs.  James  Nelson,  of  Wood  county;  Eliza, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Susan,  at  home;  Matilda, 
who  married  George  Xeirnberger,  of  Portage 
township;  Frank  D.,  living  on  a farm  in  Portage. 
Mr.  Shinew  is  a Democrat,  but  is  not  an  office 
seeker,  and  is  not  bound  by  part}'  ties.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a 
self-made  man,  and  one  whose  success  has  been 
won  by  hard  work.  In  1877  he  built  one  of  the 
most  substantial  brick  residences  in  the  township, 
which  has  often  been  a rendezvous  for  travelers, 
who  would  make  it  a point  to  go  there  for  meals 
and  lodgings,  with  which  they  were  always  ac- 
commodated. Mr.  Shinew  has  retired  from  active 
life,  and  is  at  present  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
early  labors. 

Elisha  M.  Holden',  the  pioneer  blacksmith 
of  Webster  township,  was  born  March  22,  1840, 
in  Onedia  county,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Joseph  Hold- 
en, a native  of  England,  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  and  engaged  in  agriculture  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Dopp, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  had  ten  children:  Elijah, 

a farmer  in  Michigan;  Elisha  M.,  our  subject; 
Pliza,  deceased;  William,  a farmer  in  Michigan; 
I homas,  a resident  of  Findlay;  Hattie,  the  wife 
of  George  Chamberlain;  Tressia,  the  wife  of 
Edward  Bonesteel ;Mary,  now  Mrs.  Leroy  Allen; 
Joseph,  who  died  in  the  army:  and  one  who  died 
ln  infancy.  Our  subject's  parents  moved  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  some  years  after  their 
marriage,  and  his  father  died  there  in  1S54,  his 
u'ife  surviving  him  twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  Holden  attended  the  schools  of  Colum- 
bia township,  Lorain  county,  during  boyhood 
l|id  assisted  his  father  upon  the  farm,  ln  1862 
lle  enlisted  in  Company  A,  124th  O.  V.  I. 
Pol.  O.  H.  Paine  commanding).  He  served 
mile  months  as  a blacksmith  in  the  army,  and 
look  part  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  Tun- 


nel Hill,  Rocky  Face,  Buzzard’s  Roost,  Resaca, 
(where  he  was  shot  through  the  face),  and  many 
i skirmishes.  He  received  his  discharge  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky. , in  1864,  and  on  returning  home  set- 
tled in  Webster  township,  Wood  county,  and 
was  for  some  years  the  only  blacksmith  in  the 
township.  In  addition  to  carrying  on  his  trade 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  he  has  improved  and 
cultivated  a farm  of  ninety-four  acres  near 
Luckey,  on  which  he  has  a fine  modern  barn, 
and  a house  costing  $1,000.  He  was  married,  in 
1866,  in  Cleveland.  Ohio,  to  Miss  Harriet  Clague, 
who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  Cuyahoga  countv, 
March  27,  1836.  She  died  in  1867,  and  in  De- 
cember. 1S70,  Mr.  Holden  married  her  sister. 
Miss  Ellen  Clague.  Three  children  were  born  to 
this  union:  Irvin  E.,  July  ir,  1875;  Mary  E., 
May  11,  1 S 7 7 ; and  Frank,  June  1,  1 S S 3 . 

An  energetic  and  enterprising  business  man, 

! Mr.  Holden  still  finds  some  time  to  give  to  the 
interests  of  the  community,  where  his  integrity 
and  good  judgment  are  highly  appreciated.  He 
has  been  school  director,  township  trustee,  and 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  an  active  worker  in 
the  M.  E.  Church  he  has  held  every  office  in  the 
Church.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. , Benedict 
Post,  of  Pemberville,  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T. , and 
the  P.  of  I.,  of  which  he  has  been  president 
; and  secretary. 

t 

William  H.  Rogers  is  one  of  the  leading 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  Lake  township,  hav- 
ing a pleasant  home  in  Section  22,  where  he  lo- 
cated in  1 868,  purchasing  at  that  time  a wooded 
tract  of  thirty  acres,  which  he  has  since  cleared 
and  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  in  iSaS,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  and  Margaret  Baker  Rogers, 
also  natives  of  that  county,  where  the  mother 
died  in  1862.  The  father  brought  his  family  to 
! America  two  years  later,  and  after  living  for  a 
time  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  came  to  Lake  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  in  1866,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  and  his  present 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Han- 
cock, are  still  living.  On  coming  to  the  New 
W orld  he  was  accompanied  by  four  children— 
William  FI.,  of  this  sketch;  Maria,  who  died  in 
Sylvania,  Ohio,  in  1893;  Richard,  a resident  of 
Bloomdale,  Ohio;  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Tiplady.  of 
Lake  township. 

The  education  of  our  subject,  which  v as  be- 
gun in  Cornwall,  England,  was  completed  in  the 
schools  of  Pittsfield  township.  Lorain  count}', 
and  lie  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until 
he  became  a permanent  resident  of  Lake  1.  wn- 
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ship,  in  186S.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Lorain  county  with  Miss  Alice  Ophelia  Fauver, 
who  was  there  born  to  Alonzo  and  Emeline  R. 
(Ivibby)  Fauver,  natives  oi  Vermont,  who  became 
early  settlers  of  Eaton  township,-  that  county. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union — Jesse,  at 
home;  Tillie,  now  Mrs.  Adkins,  of  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Edwin,  Charles,  judson,  Louisa,  Ross  and  Roy 
(twins),  and  Flora.  Politically,  Mr.  Rogers  is  a 
stanch  Republican;  socially,  he  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  Lodge  No.  244,  at 
Millbury;  and,  religiously,  he  holds  membership 
with  the  Evangelical  Association  Church  of  that 
place.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  improvement  and  advancement  of  Lake  town- 
ship since  his  location  here. 

Conrad  Sibling.  Among  the  most  worthy 
and  substantial  citizens  of  our  country  are  to  be 
found  those  of  German  birth  or  extraction,  whose 
thrifty  habits  and  untiring  industry  find,  in  this 
land  of  freedom  and  equality,  a sure  and  speedy 
reward. 

The  prosperous  farmer,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  is  the  youngest  of  ten  children  born  to  his 
parents,  Christopher  and  Elanora  Sieling,  and  is 
a native  of  Prussia,  where  his  birth  took  place 
August  16,  1838.  His  father  was  a farmer  in  the 
old  country,  and,  on  coming  to  America  in  1849, 
found  his  way  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
settled  on  a farm  on  the  pike,  near  Perrysburg. 
This  was  his  home  for  the  few  remaining  years  of 
his  life,  he  dying  in  1S55.  The  mother  afterward 
resided  with  our  subject  until  her  death  in  August, 
1869.  They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  most  worthy  people.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Diederich, 

Frederick,  Sophia.  Henry,  Lazata,  Christie, 
Christopher,  Caroline,  Louise,  and  Conrad  (our 
subject). 

Conrad  Sieling  was  a lad  of  ten  years  when 
his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  attending  school 
at  Perrysburg,  and  assisting  his  father  when  not 
engaged  in  his  studies.  In  1862  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Winters,  who  was  born  in  West- 
phalia, Germany,  March  5,  1840.  Eleven  children 
have  come  to  bless  this  union,  namely:  (1)  Lou- 

isa, who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Schramm,  and  has 
three  children,  John,  Emma  and  Clara;  they  re- 
side in  Perry  township.  (2)  Mary,  married  John 
Schramm,  and  has  two  children,  William  and 
Louis.  (3)  Caroline  married  Jacob  Schramm,  and 
has  three  children,  Oscar,  Albert  and  Marten.  (4 
Christopher  is  a farmer,  and  married  Delia  Lim- 
mer;  they  have  one  child  named  Merl.  (5)  Henry, 


(6)  Dora,  (7)  Sarah,  (8)  Marguerite.  (9)  Fred,  are 
all  unmarried  and  at  home.  (10)  Ella,  died  when 
an  infant  of  seven  months.  (11)  Conrad  was 
drowned  by  falling  into  a cistern. 

Mr.  Sieling  has  a good  farm  of  103  acjes, 
where  he  carries  on  general  farming.  He  is  an 
I industrious  man,  attends  strictly  to  his  business, 
and  has  been  prospered  accordingly.  In  politics 
he  is  a Republican,  and  is  at  present  a township 
trustee,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  two  years 
ago.  Fie  held  the  same  position  for  two  terms 
i some  twelve  years  ago,  and  is  considered  an  excel- 
lent man  for  the  place.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  they  are 
active  workers. 

1 

Thomas  Clague,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
s Webster  township,  was  born  near  Brooklyn, 
Ohio,  June  15,  1838.  His  father,  James  Ciague, 
was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Mar.,  in  1802,  and  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Collister,  also  a native  of 
the  Isle  of  Man.  Soon  after  their  marriage, 
they  settled  on  a farm  in  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  and  he  died  at  his  homestead  in  1S73 
His  widow  still  survives  him. 

Mr.  Clague  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  near  his  early  home,  and  later  attended 
Berea  College,  in  Berea,  Ohio.  He  remained 
upon  his  father’s  farm  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  63th  O. 
V.  1.  (Capt.  H.  M.  Whitbeck  and  Col.  C.  G. 
Harker,  commanding).  He  spent  four  years  and 
four  months  in  the  service,  taking  part  in  a num  - 
ber of  battles,  notably'  the  engagements  at  Stone 
River,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge,  Rocky  Fall. 
Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek. 
Atlanta,  and  Spring  Hill,  receiving  at  the  latter 
place  a bullet  wound  in  the  head.  In  1865  he 
was  discharged  at  Victoria.  Texas,  and  after  hi- 
return  home  he  came  to  Webster  township,  and. 
in  partnership  with  his  brother  Henry,  erected  a 
sawmill  which  they  operated  for  eighteen  years. 
In  1866  they  bought  300  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Fenton,  which  they  cleared  and  improved  until 
it  is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township 
Mr.  Clague  was  married  in  November,  1870,  to 
Miss  Eva  Pugh,  and  has  three  children — Edith  F 
now  teaching  in  Wood  county,  Ohio;  and  Ciar 
and  Herbert,  are  at  home. 

Mrs.  Ciague  was  the  daughter  of  the  Ian 
David  W.  Pugh,  w ho  was  born  in  Perry  < mint' 
Ohio,  in  iS  10,  a son  of  David  and  Jennie  (Brown 
Pugh.  He  came  to  Wood  county  in  183 ).  " 

bought  150  acres  of  land  in  Plain  township 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  H. 
i,  US34,  he  was  married  in  Perry  county,  t>>  M’ 
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jane  Higgins,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  May 
2^  1812.  She  was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  (McClellan)  Higgins.  Mrs.  Clague,  born 
j uly  14,  1851,  is  one  of  eight  children.  Mr. 
Pugh  was  a prominent  citizen,  a Whig  in  politics, 
and  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
died  October  21,  1857,  and  his  widow  married 
William  Gorrill,  of  Plain  township,  who  died  in 
1 877.  Mrs.  Gorrill  now  resides  in  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Clague  is  an  enterprising  and  clear- 
headed business  man,  and  his  genial  disposition 
wins  and  keeps  for  him  the  friendship  of  a wide 
circle  of  acquaintances.  He  votes  the  Republic- 
an ticket;  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Centennial 
Lodge  of  Bowling  Green,  and  to  the  G.  A.  R. , 
Benedict  Post,  of  Pemberville.  He  and  his  wife 
are  prominent  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of 
Luckey. 

M.  H.  Elliott  is  an  honored  and  well-known 
resident  of  Bloom  township.  A native  of  Ohio, 
he  was  born  at  Fostoria,  Seneca  county,  March 
15,  1855,  to  David  M.  and  Lydia  Ann  Elliott; 
but  when  an  infant  his  mother  died,  thus  leaving 
him  destitute  of  the  best  friend  on  earth.  So 
with  no  one  to  caress  and  cherish  him,  humor  or 
pet  him,  he  grew  to  be  eleven  years  of  age  in 
Fostoria,  where  he  enjoyed  all  the  educational 
privileges  accorded  to  any  of  the  boys.  Though 
he  attended  the  old  Stevens  school,  one  mile 
southeast  of  Fostoria,  he  did  not  take  the  interest 
he  would  have  taken,  or  that  he  was  talented  to 
take,  had  he  had  a mother  to  advise  and  aid  him. 
He  displayed  remarkable  tact  in  drawing,  and 
has  still  some  pen  sketches  of  large  animals. 

At  the  age  of  eleven  years  Mr.  Elliott  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Bloom  township,  Wood 
county,  where  the  latter  purchased  forty  acres  of 
unimproved  land  in  Section  21.  Our  subject 
then  became  a student  in  the  old  Baird  Chapel 
School,  where  he  remained  until  nineteen  years 
of  age.  He  continued  to  work  on  the  home 
farm,  or  was  employed  at  various  occupations  in 
the  neighborhood,  until  1879,  when  the  effect  of 
bis  younger  life  appeared,  and  he  was  consumed 
with  a desire  to  see  the  world.  He  went  first  to 
fonia,  Mich.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a saw 
and  planing  mill,  after  which  he  traveled  through 
tbe  West,  the  last  winter  of  his  stay  being  passed 
:*t  Salina,  Kans.  In  1889,  he  returned  to  his 
native  State,  and  has  since  made  his  home  in 
Mood  county.  On  March  13,  of  the  same  year, 
Mr.  Elliott  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Josephine  Jennings,  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Ollie  Frances,  born  Decem- 
ber 18,  1894,  For  one  year  Mr.  Elliott  lived 


upon  the  old  homestead,  and  then  purchased  the 
J.  A.  Bailey  farm  at  Bloom  Center  for  an  invest- 
ment. After  residing  thereon  for  a short  time, 
he  sold  the  place  at  a profit  of  $2,  100  and  pur- 
chased the  G.  R.  Santemeyer  farm,  directly 
north  of  Bairdstown,  with  a view  of  finding  oil. 
The  first  well  drilled  produced  sixty  barrels  per 
day,  and  the  second,  five  hundred.  Notwith- 
; standing  this  luck,  he  has  not  laid  aside  active 
i labor,  but  is  engaged  in  teaming,  though  the  in- 
i come  derived  therefrom  is  insignificant  compared 
to  what  he  received  from  his  oil.  He  has  a com- 
fortable home,  supplied  with  every  necessity,  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Though  not  taking 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  he  loyally  gives 
his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
socially  he  is  a prominent  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  Lodge  at  Bloomdale. 

Isaac  Giddings,  one  of  the  numerous  sclf- 
| made  men  who  are  prominently  identified  with 
the  farming  interests  of  Wood  county,  resides  in 
| Troy  township.  He  comes  from  across  the  sea, 

I his  birth  having  occurred  in  March,  Cambridge- 
j shire,  England,  on  December  11,  1835,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Setchfield)  Giddings. 

! The  father  engaged  in  farming  and  at  general 
labor  in  England  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
October  15,  1856,  and  there  his  wife  also  died 
about  1868.  Of  their  family  of  nine  children 
| three  are  still  living,  namely:  James,  and  Mrs. 

Sarah  Ann  Haile,  both  of  London,  England;  and 
\ Isaac,  of  this  sketch.  The  last  named  was  reared 
: to  manhood  in  Cambridgeshire,  obtaining  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  March,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  went  to  London,  where  he  remained 
until  coming  to  America.  Hearing  of  the  splen- 
did opportunities  offered  young  men  in  the  New 
i World,  he  resolved  to  cast  his  lot  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  and  on  April  30,  1S69,  he  landed  at 
New  York,  whence  he  came  direct  to  Wood 
! county,  arriving  here  on  May  3. 

Mr.  Giddings  had.  in  the  meantime,  formed 
i matrimonial  ties,  being  married  June  6,  1857,  to 
Miss  Frances  Gainer,  the  wedding  taking  place 
! in  Ely,  Cambridgeshire,  where  she  was  born. 

Her  parents,  James  and  Elizabeth  (Muett  Gainer, 
i were  both  natives  of  Ely,  where  their  death  oc- 
; curred,  the  mother  dying  in  1867,  and  the  father 
| in  1875.  They  reared  a family  of  five  children, 
who  still  survive,  all  residents  of  Ely,  England, 
with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Giddings,  who  is  the 
! third  in  order  of  birth.  They  are  Amos,  ‘ barley, 
j Mrs.  Sarah  Heckle  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Miller. 

On  his  arrival  in  Troy  township,  Air.  Giddings 
; located  on  the  Ridge,  near  the  “Empire  House, 
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and  was  engaged  at  day  labor,  the  first  money  he 
received  being  $5,  that  he  earned  on  the  farm 
which  is  now  his  home.  For  two  years  he  re- 
sided at  that  place;  in  1S70  he  began  work  for  FI. 

L.  Wood,  and  in  April,  1873,  took  charge  of  the 
tollgate,  being  thus  employed  for  six  years.  In 
March,  1879,  he  purchased  his  farm,  which  com- 
prises thirty-five  acres  of  fertile  and  highly  culti- 
vated land. 

For  twenty-seven  years,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gid- 
ings  have  made  their  home  within  the  borders  of  I 
Troy  township,  and  they  are  numbered  among  its  i 
most  highly  respected  citizens,  taking  an  active 
interest  in  everything  for  the  good  of  the  commu-  : 
nity.  They  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
have  an  adopted  son,  John  Thomas.  They  hold 
membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  Giddingsis  now  serving  as  one  of  the 
trustees.  Politically,  he  is  a supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party. 

John  Rudolph,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Washington  township,  was  born  in  Germany,  on 
May  21,  1827,  a son  of  Conrad  and  Barbara  Ru- 
dolph. In  1867  he  decided  to  leave  his  native 
land  with  the  hope  of  bettering  his  financial  con- 
dition. Fie  took  passage  at  P>remen,  and  after  a j 
tedious  voyage  on  the  steamer  “Bremen,”  landed 
safely  at  New  York.  He  came  at  once  to  FIull 
Prairie,  Wood  county,  where  for  a year  he 
worked  by  the  day.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  purchased  ten  acres  of  wild  land,  entirely 
unimproved,  and  to  which  no  roads  had  been  cut. 
After  clearing  that  tract  he  disposed  of  the  same,  , 
and  bought  twenty  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  a like  amount.  This  he  has  tiled  and 
ditched,  and  now  has  an  arable  and  productive 
farm  on  which  stands  a good  frame  residence, 
erected  at  a cost  of  $1,200,  and  a barn  built  at  a 
cost  of  $500.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  wild  : 
game  was  still  found  in  abundance,  including  tur- 
keys and  deer,  and  most  of  the  land  was  still  in 
its  primitive  condition;  but  he  has  lived  to  wit- 
ness a great  transformation  in  this  section,  as  the 
county  now  ranks  among  the  most  highly  culti- 
vated and  improved  in  the  State.  . 

On  December  20,  1858,  in  his  native  land, 
Mr.  Rudolph  had  married  Anna  Elizabeth  Bikel, 
who.  was  born  in  the  little  village  of  Hausen. 
Germany,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  but  only  one  now  survives — Gust,  whose 
birth  occurred  August  10,  1864.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  the  New  World  in  1867,  and  in  the 
district  schools  of  Wood  county  pursued  his  liter- 
ary studies.  He  was  married  April  13,  1893, 
Anna  Schutzberg  becoming  his  wife,  but  she  has 


now  passed  away,  having  died  of  consumption  on 
June  2,  1895,  aged  twenty-seven  years  and 

twenty-seven  days.  Her  remains  rest'  in  the 
Union  Hill  cemetery.  The  son,  in  connection  with 
his  father,  operates  their  fine  farm  of  sixty  acres, 
and  they  are  meeting  with  a well-deserved  suc- 
cess. In  politics  they  are  stalwart  Democrats, 
and  in  religious  belief  are  Lutherans,  attending 
the  Church  of  that  denomination  in  Haskins. 
They  are  worthy,  respected  members  of  society, 
and  have  many  friends  in  the  community  who  hold 
them  in  high  regard. 

Moses  B.  Walters  has  demonstrated  in  his 
life  the  fact  that  success  is  not  the  result  of  fort- 
unate circumstances  or  the  aid  of  influential 
friends,  but  may  be  achieved  through  earnest  and 
persistent  purpose,  enterprise,  and  honorable 
dealing.  The  record  of  such  a man  is  well 
worthy  of  perpetuation,  and  we  gladly  give  it  a 
place  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Walters  was  born  in 
Montgomery  township.  August  25,  184S,  and  is 
a son  of  Joseph  Yvralters,  who  was  married  in 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and  afterward  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Wood  county,  locating  in 
Montgomery  township.  The  grandfather,  Michael 
Walters,  there  entered  from  the  government  a 
tract  of  land  which  he  improved  and  afterward 
sold.  He  then  removed  to  Wyandot  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days  in  the 
home  of  his  daughter.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject removed  from  Wood  to  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio;  but  after  two  years  returned  to  the  olu 
homestead  in  Montgomery  township,  where  he 
continued  for  a similar  period.  Subsequently 
he  spent  two  years  in  Wyandot  county,  and 
then  took  up  his  residence  in  Freeport,  M ood 
county,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death 
in  July,  1865.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Harriet  Arnold,  is  now  living  in  Fostoria. 
Seneca  Co. , Ohio,  and  is  the  widow  of  Hiram 
Pember.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walters 
numbered  the  following  named  children — Michael, 
a carpenter  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Moses  B.,  also  a 
carpenter;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  An- 
thony Brockle)r,  and  died  in  Illinois;  William,  of 
Hatton,  Ohio;  Josiah,  an  express  agent  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.  ; Melita,  wife  of  Dennis  McCarthy,  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Walters,  of  this  review,  began  his  educa- 
tion under  the  instruction  of  Charles  Young  in  a 
district  school,  near  Perrysburg,  Ohio.  He  was 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Freeport,  where  he  completed  his  edu- 
cation by  a three-terms’  attendance  at  the  punac 
schools.  Upon  his  father’s  death  he  went  to  live 
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with  Rev.  Dowling,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  started 
ont  in  life  for  himself,  working  as  a farm  hand 
for  $20  per  month  and  his  board.  Throughout 
his  life  he  has  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits. 
After  his  marriage  he  lived  on  a farm  near  ferry  ; 
City  for  a year,  then  rented  a forty-acre  tract  of 
land  in  Henry  township.  In  1884  he  located  on 
his  present  farm,  having  here  purchased  forty 
acres  on  March  17,  1873.  The  place  has  all 
been  cleared  of  timber,  and  has  many  excellent 
improvements  upon  it,  including  a comfortable  ! 
two-story  frame  residence,  while  the  well-tilled 
fields  yield  to  him  a golden  tribute. 

At  West  Millgrove,  Wood  county,  in  1875, 
Mr.  Walters  married  Sophia  Henry,  who  was 
born  near  Jerry  City,  November  23,  1853.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children,  name- 
ly: Hattie,  Orin,  Irving,  Jennie  and  Mary, 
all  under  the  parental  roof.  The  parents  are 
active  members  of  the  Disciples  Church  at  Mun-  j 
gen,  Ohio,  and  socially  Mr.  Walters  is  connected 
with  the  Odd  Fellows  society  there.  In  politics 
he  is  a stalwart  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
supervisor,  school  director,  and  for  three  years 
as  truant  officer  of  Henry  township. 

Jasper  N.  Mosier,  a well-known  agricultur- 
ist of  Grand  Rapids  township,  was  born  in  Fair- 
field  county,  Ohio,  November  29,  1838.  Michael 
Mosier,  his  father,  a tailor  by  occupation,  mar- 
ried Miss  Catherine  Cooper,  and  reared  a family 
of  five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
eldest:  Adeline  married  Philip  Hineberger;  Da- 

rius and  Homer  are  residents  of  Fairfield  county, 
and  Sarah  married  John  Lyons,  of  Fairfield  coun- 
ty. Our  subject’s  father  died  January  9,  1855, 
but  his  mother  still  survives,  and  resides  at  the 
old  home. 

Jasper  N.  Mosier  received  his  early  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  worked 
upon  a farm  until  the  age  of  twenty-two,  when, 
the  Civil  war  breaking  out,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  17th  O.  V.  I.  (Col.  }.  M.  Connell  and 
Capt.  Ray,  commanding).  He  participated  in  a 
number  of  important  engagements,  among  them 
the  battles  of  Wild-cat,  Somerset,  Mill  Springs. 
Nashville,  Shiloh,  Louisville,  Stone  River,  Hoov- 
ers Gap,  and  Missionary  Ridge,  and  also  took 
part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign;  October  10,  18(54, 
lie  received  an  honorable  discharge  and  returned 
home.  The  next  two  years  and  a half  were 
spent  in  traveling  through  the  West,  and,  after 
visiting  every  point  of  interest  west  of  the  Missis- 
Slppi,  he  again  returned  to  Fairfield  county,  where 
he  remained  three  years.  In  1872  he  came  to 


Wood  county,  and  bought  thirty  acres  of  fine 
land  near  Grand  Rapids,  upon  which  he  has  made 
first-class  improvements.  Energetic  and  pro- 
gressive, he  conducts  his  farm  on  modern  plans, 
and  well  deserves  the  success  to  which  he  has 
attained. 

He  was  married  March  29,  1868,  to  Miss 
Clara  Salts,  a native  of  Fairfield  countv,  born 
March  23,  1848.  They  have  three  children — 
Kittie,  the  wife  of  William  Bates,  of  Bowling 
Green;  and  two  younger  daughters,  Maude  and 
EtheJ,  both  of  whom  reside  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  Mosier  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  one 
of  the  leaders  in  local  affairs.  He  was  once 
elected  school  director,  and  is  now  serving  a 
term  as  township  trustee.  He  belongs  to  the  G. 
A.  R. , the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Turkey  Foot  Lodge  No. 
529,  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  the  Rebekah  Lodge. 
He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  U.  B. 
Church. 

Charles  Simmons,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Weston,  was  born  in  London,  England,  Novem- 
ber 1 1.  1848.  He  is  a son  of  Reuben  and  Mary 
(Phil pot)  Simmons,  who  were  married  January 
20,  1845,  and  to  whom  two  children  were  born: 
Henry,  who  died  when  five  years  old,  and  our 
subject. 

Reuben  Simmons  followed  the  occupation  of 
a tanner  in  England,  and  in  1 850  emigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  Huron  county,  where,  how- 
ever, he  remained  but  a short  time,  after  which 
he  moved  to  Wood  count}-  and  settled  in  Wes- 
ton, bought  forty  acres  of  land,  improved  it  and 
: remained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
October  19,  1865.  His  wife  died  June  1.  1891. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Weston  town- 
ship, and  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm. 
His  father  dying  when  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  he  operated  the  homestead  and  supported 
his  mother  until  her  decease.  He  has  added 
twenty  acres  to  the  land  bought  by  his  father, 
which  he  has  greatly  improved,  bringing  it  to  a 
, fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  annually  raises  a 
large  crop  of  grain,  fruit  and  vegetables.  Mr. 
Simmons  was  married  in  Washington  township. 
April  18,  1877,  to  Miss  Mary  I.  Cveps.  who  was 
born  in  that  township  June  26,  1851.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  A.  and  Eliza  Cotfinberry 
Crcps,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  ot  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Ih  is 
now  deceased.  His  wife,  a native  of  Man-Tield. 
Ohio,  survives  him,  and  liv  es  with  our  subject 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simmons  have  been  born  thre< 
children,  namely:  Katie  E.,  Januarv  16,  i8_S: 

1 George  A.,  August  4,  1882;  Rosseta  J . An- 
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gust  26,  18S6.  Mr.  Simmons  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  served  as  supervisor  for  two 
terms.  He  is  an  industrious,  progressive  citizen, 
and  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
come  in  contact  with  him. 

George  \Y.  Needles,  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Wood  county,  has  witnessed  much  of 
its  growth  and  development,  having  also  borne 
his  part  in  the  work  of  progress  and  improve- 
ment. He  is  now  numbered  among  the  extensive 
land  owners  of  the  community,  and  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune,  having  gained  all 
that  he  possesses  through  his  own  energy,  per- 
severance and  business  ability. 

Mr.  Xeedles  is  a native  of  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  born  September  23,  1849.  His  father, 
William  C.  Xeedles.  was  born  in  Maryland,  Octo-  | 
her  10,  1822,  and  throughout  his  entire  life  car-  j 
ried  on  farming.  In  Fairfield  county  he  wedded 
Mary  Karris,  a daughter  of  Abraham  and  Rebecca 
(Needles)  Harris,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
prominent  farmer  and  at  one  time  the  richest  man 
in  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Needles  resided  in 
F'airfield  county  until  1851,  when  they  removed 
to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  locating  on  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  in  Union  township,  to  which  further 
purchases  were  added  until  the  farm  was  200 
acres  in  extent.  There  the  mother  died  in  No- 
vember, 1 886,  and  the  father  passed  away  Octo- 
ber 12,  1894.  Their  children  were:  Rhoda 

Jane,  wife  of  William  I.  Borough;  Abram  J.,  of 
Kentucky;  Sarah  Rebecca,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Luther  Kelly,  and  died  in  Hancock  county; 
George  W. ; Mary  Melissa,  wife  of  James  Monroe 
Radebaugh,  of  Indiana;  Clinton  W. , of  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio;  John,  a farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship; Louisa  E.,  wife  of  John  Kelly,  of  Hancock 
county;  Ella,  wife  of  Joseph  Hartman,  also  of 
Hancock  county;  Annie  V.,  wife  of  Dr.  Rade- 
baugh, of  New  Bremen,  Ohio.  The  first  of  the 
Needles  family  to  locate  in  Ohio  w-as  James 
Needles,  a native  of  New  York,  who  served  as  a 
musician  in  the  war  of  1S12.  When  a young  man 
fie  located  in  Fairfieid  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
reared  a family  of  eight  children,  the  father  of 
our  subject  being  the  third.  The  Xeedles  family 
originated  in  Ireland. 

Our  subject  was  a year  and  a half  old  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Hancock  county,  where  the 
father  carried  on  a hotel  west  of  Benton  Ridge 
for  a few  years.  George  attended  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  worked  on  the 
’ home  farm  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Michigan  and  took  a contract  to  grade 
three  miles  of  the  Canada  Southern  railroad. 


After  three  years  thus  passed  he  went  to  Toledo 
for  the  same  company,  where  he  built  a yard, 
working  some  four  months  for  $5  per  day;  he 
also  graded  a mile  and  a quarter  of  the  Toledo  & 
Ann  Arbor  railroad.  He  had  previously  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Monroe  county, 
Michigan. 

On  October  20,  1 S 7 5 , Mr.  Needles  was  joined 
in  w'edlock  with  Sarah  Y . Reed,  who  was  born 
near  Van  Buren,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  March  13, 
1854,  a daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Wilson) 
Reed.  They  began  their  domestic  life  in  Raw- 
son, 'Hancock  county,  where  our  subject  pur- 
chased and  for  two  years  operated  a sawmill, 
which  proved  a profitable  investment.  He  then 
came  to  Wood  county  in  the  fall  of  1879,  and 
purchased  forty  acres  of  improved  land,  on  which 
he  erected  a good  frame  residence,  which  a few 
years  later  was  burned.  In  1889  he  erected  a 
large  and  beautiful  home,  which  stands  in  the 
midst  of  well-kept  grounds,  and  there  with  his 
family  he  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 
As  his  financial  resources  have  increased,  he  has 
invested  in  realty,  and  now  owns  672  acres  in 
i Jackson  and  Henry  townships.  By  the  failure  of 
the  People’s  Bank,  of  North  Baltimore,  he  lost 
$1,000;  but  his  energy  and  perseverance  have 
overcome  many  obstacles,  and  he  is  to-day  the 
possessor  of  a handsome  property. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Needles  have  been  born  four 
children,  as  follows:  Pearl  R.,  December  27, 

1878;  Chloe  Deli,  December  7,  1 S S 3 ; John  W., 
September  27,  1885;  and  Frank  W..  December 
3,  1887,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  The  parents 
are  active  workers  in  and  consistent  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  Mr.  Needles  is 
a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  of 
Hoytville,  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Rawson, 
and  the  Encampment  at  Findlay.  A Republican 
in  politics,  he  has  served  three  years  as  trustee, 
and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been  found 
true  to  the  duties  devolving  upon  him — an  upright 
man  whom  all  respect. 

Mrs.  Needles’  father  was  born  in  1812,  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was  of  Irish  descent,  his  father  having 
come  from  Ireland  with  eight  brothers,  none  of 
; whom  he  ever  saw  or  heard  of  after  separating  in 
New  York.  In  earl\  manhood  Mr.  Reed  re- 
moved to  Hancock  county,  where  he  built  the 
first  brick  house,  and  he  also  made  the  first  brick 
manufactured  in  that  county.  He  built  the  first 
; hotel  in  Findlay,  which  has  been  consolidat  'd 
into  what  is  now  known  as  the  “ Marvin.  He 
died  in  1884.  On  March  19,  1833.  he  married, 
Rebecca  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  1816,  and 
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thirty  couples  attended  the  wedding  on  horse- 
back. To  this  union  came  nine  children:  Jane 

(Mrs.  Milton  Morehead),  Caroline  (Mrs.  Henry 
Metzler),  Etna  (Mrs.  Henry  Whitmore),  Thomas 
Reed  (deceased),  Emeline  (Mrs.  Jacob  Kempher), 
Violet,  Eli  Reed.  Mrs.  Needles,  and  J.  M.  Two 
sons  and  four  daughters  are  living. 

George  Amos,  a substantial  farmer  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  was  born  January  8,  1828,  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  and  was  a boy  of  eight  years 
when  his  parents,  Michael  and  Caroline  (Sunt- 
miers)  Amos,  came  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Amos  had  attended  school  in  his  native 
country  for  a short  time;  but  did  not  have  much 
opportunity  of  extending  his  education,  as  his 
father  died  a few  weeks  after  locating  in  Portage 
township.  He  was  only  eleven  years  old  when 
he  started  out  for  himself,  working  on  various 
farms  at  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-one  cents  a 
day.  He  was  a strong,  industrious  boy,  and  was  j 
known  as  a “good  hand.  ” He  gave  almost  all 
his  wages  to  his  widowed  mother  until  he  was  i 
eighteen  years  old,  and  was  her  main  support. 
Eor  eight  years  he  was  employed  as  a fisherman 
on  Lake  Erie,  for  one  year  being  a partner  in  the 
business  with  Daniel  Shinew,  and  he  received 
fair  wages  in  this  work,  in  this  way  securing  his  j 
start  in  life.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  forty  i 
acres  in  Portage  township,  and  his  first  payment 
on  this  was  made  from  his  wages  for  cradling 
wheat  for  twenty  days  near  Tiffin,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Amos  was  married  December  25,  1856, 
in  Freedom  township,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Jackson, 
who  bore  him  the  following  children:  Caroline, 

now  Mrs.  Jacob  Heckert,  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship; Emma  M.,  who  died  when  three  and  a half 
years  old;  George,  living  in  Toledo;  Ella  and 
Lecta  (twins),  the  former  of  whom  married  Har- 
vey Ketzel,  of  Portage  township,  and  the  latter 
died  when  eighteen  years  old;  Amanda,  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Harmon,  of  this  township;  Ida  J., 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Buckingham,  of  Perry;  and  Hattie 
M.,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  1 874,  and  was  buried  in  Rochester 
cemetery.  On  January  17,  1875,  Mr.  Amos  was 
married  in  Perry  township  to  Mrs.  Margaret 
Gobble,  the  widow  of  Jacob  Gobble.  She  was 
born  in  Wood  county  November  20,  and  is  : 

the  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  (Tyson)  Echel- 
berger.  By  her  first  marriage  she  was  the  mother 
of  three  children,  namely:  Elsie  M.,  the  wife  of 

Bert  Hedge,  of  Montgomery  township;  Willie, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Jacob  M.,  living  in  Mont- 
gomery township.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Amos  , 
the  following  children  have  been  born:  Charles 


! R.,  Barbara  A.,  Emily  M.,  Bertha  A.,  Edna  M.. 
j Severno  P. , Mary  A.,  Ada  D.  and  Michael  G. 

After  our  subject  was  first  married  he  lived  in 
Portage  township  until  March,  1869,  when  he 
moved  to  Section  34,  Montgomery  township,  and 
bought  the  120  acres  of  land  whereon  he  now 
resides,  100  acres  of  which  are  under  fine  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  built  a good  house,  and  in  many 
other  ways  has  improved  his  property.  He  has 
always  been  a hard  worker,  honest  and  upright 
in  his  character,  devoted  to  his  family,  and  an 
excellent  citizen.  He  has  made  his  own  way  in 
the' world,  and  is  deserving  of  the  greatest  credit 
for  his  success.  In  politics  he  has  always  been 
a Democrat,  although  he  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  i860.  He  has  never  sought  office, 
and  takes  no  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 
Mr.  Amos  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee  ever  since  its  organization,  and  in  which 
he  is  a deacon. 

John  Huber,  who  is  one  of  the  most  straight- 
forward and  reliable  farmers  of  Montgomery 
township,  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  born  in 
Section  12,  Portage  township,  April  14.  1858. 
and  is  the  son  of  John  U.  Huber,  whose  birth 
occurred  at  Diessenhofen,  on  the  River  Rhine,  in 
Switzerland,  July  4,  1S30. 

When  a young  man  the  father  came  to  the 
United  States,  leaving  Europe  after  the  death  of 
his  parents,  who  were  peopie  in  ordinary  circum- 
stances. He  first  obtained  employment  as  a 
farm  hand  in  New  York,  and  later  in  Ohio.  In 
Hancock  county,  this  State,  he  was  married,  Sep- 
tember 27,  1854,  to  Miss  Clarissa  Foster,  who 
was  born  in  Milan  township,  Huron  (now  San- 
dusky) Co.,  Ohio,  December  19,  1832,  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Sybil  (Butler)  Foster.  Her 
father  was  a farmer  of  Hancock  county,  where 
his  death  occurred  August  2,  1854,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  eight  days  later.  In  their  family 
were  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Upon  his  marriage  Mr.  Huber  located  upon  his 
father-in-law’s  farm,  in  Hancock  county;  later 
rented  land  near  Findlay,  and  made  his  home  in 
that  county  until  October,  1S56,  when  he  located 
upon  a forty-acre  tract  of  partially-improved  land, 
which  he  had  purchased  in  Section  12.  Portage 
township,  Wood  county.  There  he  contained 
to  live  until  called  from  this  life,  September 
28,  t S7 S ; in  the  meantime,  he  had  extended 
the  boundaries  of  his  farm  until  they  inc  uded 
24O  acres.  Although  small  of  stature,  he  was  a 
very  ambitious  man  and  a hard  worker.  In  earl> 
life  lie  was  a Democrat,  but  later  he  supported 
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the  Republican  party.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huber 
were  born  nine  children — Angeline,  who  died  in 
infancy;  John,  subject  of  this  sketch;  William, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Peter,  of  Portage  town- 
ship; Amanda,  who  died  in  infancy;  Barbara, 
who  became  the  wife  of  William  Parmenton,  and 
died  in  Portage  township;  Jane,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years;  Elijah,  of  Portage  town- 
ship; and  Mary,  who  died  when  young.  The 
mother,  who  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  Church,  still  lives  upon  tfie  home 
farm,  a respected  old  lady.  She  was  of  great 
assistance  to  her  husband,  and  is  still  very  active 
and  industrious  for  one  who  has  dogie  the  hard 
work  that  she  has. 

Being  the  eldest  son  of  the  family,  our  sub- 
ject was  early  called  upon  to  aid  in  the  work  of 
the  farm,  and,  therefore,  his  school  privileges 
were  limited.  When  he  was  twenty  years  of 
age  his  falherdied,  and  much  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  caring  for  the  family  and  managing  the 
farm  fell  upon  his  young  shoulders.  He  was 
united  in  marriage,  March  io,  i SS  r , in  Portage 
township,  with  Miss  Amelia  Bollinger,  who  was 
born  April  28,  1863,  daughter  of  William  and 
Lydia  (Stump)  Bollinger.  They  now  have  three 
children,  all  living,  namely:  Rosa,  Samuel,  and 

Estella  M.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Hu- 
ber owned  forty  acres  of  land,  of  which  ten  had 
been  cleared,  and  a small  house  erected  thereon; 
but,  in  May,  1SS4,  he  removed  to  his  present 
farm,  in  Section  7,  Montgomery  township,  then 
consisting  of  but  thirty-five  acres.  When  he  pur- 
chased the  land  there  were  no  buildings  upon  the 
place  that  were  habitable;  but  he  at  once  erected 
a frame  house,  16x20  feet,  and,  in  1S94,  built 
his  present  elegant  residence.  His  substantial 
barn,  40x60  feet,  was  built  in  1S90.  He  now 
has  sixty-eight  acres  of  land  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  which  y ield  a ready  return  for  the 
care  and  labor  expended  upon  it.  Politically  he 
is  a solid  Republican,  but  has  never  cared  to  hold 
public  office. 

Oliver  Mears  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Wood  county,  and  is  an  indus- 
trious farmer,  having  many  friends  throughout 
this  locality.  He  was  born  in  Plain  township, 
August  19,  1 8 5 (5,  arid  is  a son  of  John  and  Ann 
Maria  (Manville)  Mears.  The  father  was  born  in 
Erie  county,  January  23.  1S25,  where  he  worked 
upon  a farm  for  a number  of  years.  He  then 
came  to  W ood  county,  where  for  a time  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school,  and  then  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  in  Plain  township,  upon 
which  he  erected  buildings  and  made  many  sub- 


! stantial  improvements.  He  was  married  in 
this  county,  February  23,  1855  to  Miss  Man- 
ville, who  was  born  August  17,  1836.  Thev  be- 
came the  parents  of  seven  children — Oliver: 
Elizabeth,  who  was  born  November  7,  1858,  and 
died  October  31,  1862;  Andrew,  born  July  1. 
1861,  an  attorney  at  law  of  Bowding  Green: 

| Annie  B. , born  April  2,  1866;  John  B.,  who  was 
born  March  8,  1864,  and  died  July  13,  1865; 
William  H.,  who  was  born  November  25,  186S, 
and  died  October  16,  18S6;  and  John  M.,  born 
March  9,  1S72.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
j July  1,  1887,  and  the  mother  February  1.  1875. 
He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  a valued 
citizen  of  the  community. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
review  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  township,  and  aided  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  majority, 

: when  he  sought  and  secured  employment  as  a 
farm  hand,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  twenty- 
six  years  of  age.  He  then  rented  the  old  home- 
stead for  a number  of  years,  and  in  1883  pur- 
chased it,  but  sold  before  buying  the  Wilson 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  The  ladv  who 
now  bears  the  name  of  Mrs.  Mears  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Henrietta  Halbert,  and  was  born  in 
Rome,  N.  Y. , June  17,  1863.  They  were  mar- 
ried March  22,  1883,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children,  but  all  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Mears  holds  membership  with  the  Presbyterian 
! Church,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  is  known  all  over  the  ccuntrv  for  his 
; generosity  and  benevolence,  and  no  man  is  held 
in  higher  regard  or  is  more  worthy  the  esteem  ot 
his  fellow  townsmen  than  Oliver  Mears. 

Freeman  Vos  burg,  who  is  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Section  15.  Portage  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  August  13. 
1824.  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Miner 
Vosburg.  He  attended  his  first  school  in  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  and  his  education  was  con- 
tinued after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Wo  H 
county,  this  State,  in  June,  1836.  The  journw 
from  Trumbull  county  required  fourteen  day-, 
during  which  time  it  rained  almost  incessant!) 
and  our  subject  walked  the  entire  distance  bar 
footed.  He  remained  under  the  parental  r> 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years. 

In  Norwalk,  Ohio,  May  3,  1833,  was 
brated  the.  marriage  of  Mr  Vosburg  and  M -- 
' Orra  O.  Sparks  who  was  born  in  New  11a1.' 
township,  Huron  county,  March  23,  183!',  <r  1 > 
a daughter  of  Asaph  and  Betsy  Fuller  Sj  ak- 
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natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  early  settlers 
of  New  Haven  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vos- 
burg  are  th£  parents  of  three  children:  Leander 

C. , and  John  N.,  both  fanners  of  Portage  town- 
ship; and  Lucy  A.,  wife  of  Gustavus  Cox,  of  the 
same  township. 

For  nearly  a year  after  his  marriage  our  sub- 
ject lived  in  Richmond  township,  Huron  county, 
employed  in  the  woods,  cutting  stave  timber, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1856,  came  to  Wood  county, 
iocating  on  the  home  farm  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, where  *his  father  had  died.  He  operated 
that  place  for  his  widowed  mother  for  three 
years,  and  then  rented  land  elsewhere  until  De- 
cember, 1864,  when  he  came  to  Section  15, 
Portage  township,  where  he  had  owned  forty 
acres  some  years  previously.  He  built  a log 
house  upon  his  farm,  in  the  midst  of  the  woods, 
the  water  was  very  high,  game  was  plentiful, 
deer  often  coming  clear  up  to  his  door;  the  roads 
were  corduroy,  which  would  float  around  much 
of  the  time.  Only  a small  clearing  had  been  made, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  tract  u'as  covered  with 
a dense  forest;  but  our  subject  was  robust  and 
strong,  and  at  once  began  its  improvement. 
He  felled  the  trees,  and,  as  his  resources 
increased,  added  to  his  land  until  he  now  has 
120  acres,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
which  has  been  brought  about  by  industry  and 
good  management,  with  its  attendant  hard  labor. 
In  1885  he  removed  to  the  portion  of  the  farm 
where  he  still  resides.  He  is  a self-made  man  in 
the  truest  sense  of  that  term,  and  his  upright, 
honorable  life  has  gained  him  many  warm  friends. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  sincere  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  trustee,  and  in  politics  he  was  formerly  a 
Whig,  and  since  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters. 

Edward  L.  Blue,  the  popular  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Perrysburg  Journal , of  Perrysburg, 
Ohio,  u'as  born  in  that  city,  December  28,  1858. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools, 
hut,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  circumstances  arose 
which  caused  him  to  seek  an  occupation,  where 
he  could  earn  a livelihood  for  himself.  He  in- 
i' stinctively  turned  to  the  printing  office  of  the  Per- 
rysburg Journal , where,  after  performing  various 
menial  duties  for  a short  period,  he  was  admitted 
to  become  an  apprentice  to  the  printer’s  trade, 
with  sufficient  salary  to  guarantee  board  and 
' lothes.  For  eight  long  years  he  devoted  himself 
closely  to  work  in  the  Journal  office. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Blue  went  to  To- 
ledo, where  he  found  employment  with  the  Blade 
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j Printing  & Paper  Co.,  and  subsequently  with  the 
j Bee.  He  next  worked  in  the  job  office  of  The  B. 

1 F.  Wade  Co.  It  was  there  that  his  close  appli- 
! cation  to  the  art  of  printing  soon  brought  him  into 
the  notice  of  his  employers,  and  the  most  artistic 
w7ork  required  from  the  concern  was  given  to  him. 
This  class  of  work  required  time  and  study,  and 
he  took  care  to  improve  his  opportunity,  and  make 
himself  as  proficient  in  his  trade  as  possible. 

Mr.  Blue  had  judiciously  husbanded  his  earn- 
ings, and  in  1889  he  returned  to  Perrysburg,  where 
■ he  found  the  Journal  badly  managed,  and  in  a 
very  poor  condition,  financially.  It  was  con- 
, stantly  running  behind.  He  took  advantage  of 
the  situation,  purchased  it,  and  found  himself 
proprietor,  where,  as  a boy,  only  a few  years  be- 
fore, he  had  been  an  apprentice.  The  dilapidated 
condition  of  the  paper's  finance  did  not  daunt  his 
; energies.  He  saw  a field  for  effort  where  ability 
! could  win  success.  He  proceeded  to  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  office,  and  the  circulation  oi  the 
paper,  and  soon  had  it  on  a paying  basis.  The 
Journal  is  now  an  eight-page  weekly  paper,  well 
filled  with  local  and  general  news.  The  local 
{ columns  are  always  up  to  date,  and  the  typo- 
graphical work  is  neat,  and  shows  the  influence  of 
a master  hand.  In  politics  the  paper,  like  its 
editor,  is  thoroughly  Republican. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  1883,  Mr.  Blue  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Louise  Wet- 
more,  who  was  born  at  Perrysburg,  September 
19,  i860,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Capt.  F.  A.  and 
Mary  A.  fFraser)  Wetmore.  Her  father  is  now 
living  retired  at  Perrysburg,  after  forty-five  years 
spent  upon  the  lakes.  Socially,  Mr.  Blue  holds 
membership  with  Phoenix  Lodge  No.  123.  F.  A: 
A.  M , of  Perrysburg,  and  Perrysburg  Lodge  No. 

| 524,  R.  of  P.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the 
; leaders  of  his  party  in  the  locality.  He  is  genial 
and  social  by  nature,  making  many  acquaintances 
whom  he  readily  retains  as  friends. 

].  W.  Buckingham,  a prominent  and  in- 
fluential farmer,  is  still  a resident  of  Perry  town- 
ship, his  birth  occurring  in  Section  7,  April  3, 
1864,  and  is  a son  of  James  I).  and  Elizabeth 
\ (Wooley)  Buckingham.  The  father  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Penn..  January  17,  1814, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1822  was  taken  to  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  by  his  parents.  James  and-  Mary 
(Bonnell)  Buckingham.  In  Ruggles  township.  >>f 
that  county,  he  married  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject on  the  13th  of  November,  1845.  She  was  a 
native  of  Tompkins  county,  N.  V.,  born  January 
23,  1823,  and  a daughter  of  Joel  Wooley,  who 
was  born  on  Long  Island,  and  served  his  country 
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in  the  war  of  1812.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years 
she  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  Bronson,  Huron 
Co  Ohio,  where  they  became  early  settlers. 
By  ner  first  marriage  she  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Brown,  and  they  had  one  son,  Daniel, 
who  was  born  November  9,  1842,  and  is  now  a 
carpenter  of  Almena,  Norton  Co.,  Kans.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  Buckingham  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  children:  George  W. , born  Oc- 

tober 27,  1847,  makes  his  home  in  Montgomery 
township;  Sarah  E.,  born  September  25,  1853, 
married  Lewis  Whitman,  and  died  May  1 1,  1891 ; 
and  J.  W.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  youngest. 

In  the  spring  of  1S50  the  parents  located  on 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  7,  Perry  town- 
ship, which  the  father  had  bought  of  his  uncle, 
John  Bonnell.  As  it  was  still  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition, they  were  obliged  to  cut  their  way  through 
the  forest  and  clear  the  land  before  it  could  be 
cultivated.  They  have  both  passed  to  their  re- 
ward in  the  other  world,  the  mother  dying  No- 
vember [7,  1 8 S 7 , and  the  father  September  20, 
18S9,  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  they  were  consistent  members.  In  July, 
1889.  Mr.  Buckingham  was  kicked  by  a horse, 
which  hastened  his  death.  He  was  well  posted 
on  diseases  of  horses,  and  was  often  called  upon 
to  treat  those  animals.  Although  very  social 
and  genial  in  disposition,  he  was  a man  of  few 
words,  and  was  identified  with  the  Republican 
party. 

The  first  school  which  our  subject  attended 
was  taught  by  De  Soto  Moffet,  and  his  entire  ed- 
ucation was  such  as  the  district  schools  afforded. 
Previous  to  his  marriage  he  was  engaged  for  the 
most  part  in  work  upon  the  home  farm.  That 
important  event  in  his  life  occurred  on  April  7, 
1887,  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  when  Miss  Elizabeth 
Rainsberger  became  his  wife.  She  was  a native 
of  Bloom  township,  born  August  27,  1863,  and 
was  a daughter  of  William  Rainsberger.  She 
died  March  1,  1888,  her  remains  being  interred 
at  West  Millgrove,  Ohio,  and  she  left  one  son. 
Curt,  born  February  16,  1888.  On  August  25, 
1889,  Mr.  Buckingham  was  again  married,  hi? 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Ida  J.  Amos,  who 
was  born  in  Montgomery  township,  September 
17,  [870,  and  is  a daughter  of  George  and  Sarah 
A.  (Jackson)  Arnos,  early  pioneers  of  Portage 
* township,  this  county,  Mr.  Amos  is  a German 
by  birth.  Two  children  bless  this  union — Ralph 
A.,  born  December  1 2 , 1891;  and  Bertha  E., 
who  was  born  February  10,  1895,  and  died  on 
the  25th  of  July,  following. 

Mr.  Buckingham  purchased  the  interests  of 
the  other  heirs  in  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
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now  resides,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  re- 
liable and  popular  agriculturists  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a steadfast 
Republican,  believing  that  the  principles  of  that 
party  are  the  best  guarantees  for  the  preservation 
of  our  popular  form  of  government.  Mrs.  Buck- 
ingham is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church. 

Benton  J.  Leathers  has  spent  nearly  his  en- 
tire life  in  Wood  county,  and  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  universally  held  indicates  an  honora- 
ble-record. He  was  born  September  [4,  184S, 
in  Bloom  township,  son  of  Jacob  Leathers,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  removed  to  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Mary 
Ewing.  Soon  afterward  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Bloom 
township,  there  being  but  two  families  living  in 
the  community  at  that  time,  the  one  being  that 
of  his  brother,  John  Leathers,  and  the  other  that 
of  his  uncle,  Jonathan  Hay. 

Mr.  Leathers  attended  the  district  school  of 
Bloom  township,  and  worked  in  the  fields  on  the 
old  home  farm  until  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred May  10,  1868,  Miss  Henrietta  Hamman. 
of.  Henry  township,  becoming  his  wife.  Thev 
located  in  Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  but  in 
the  fall  of  1879  he  moved  to  Kansas.  Returning 
to  Wood  county,  he  purchased  the  Shaffer  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Henry  township,  and  in  1S91 
he  purchased  his  present  place  of  fifty-two  acres, 
improved  with  a good  residence  and  barns,  and 
other  accessories  of  a model  farm.  He  now 
owns  182  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  yield  him 
a golden  tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor 
he  bestows  upon  it. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leathers  have  been  born 
five  children:  Millard  F.,  who  wedded  Man 

Freyman,  andresidesin  Henry  township;  Lorir.g 
W. , of  Hammansburg,  Ohio,  who  married  Lillian 
Ackerman;  Earl  W. , who  married  Cora  Ayers, 
of  Michigan;  Emmet  H.,  at  home,  who  wedded 
Mary  Madden;  and  Grover  B.  In  politics  M. 
Leathers  is  a- stalwart  Democrat,  unswerving  in 
his  support  of  the  principles  of  that  party.  For 
one  term  he  served  as  justice  of  the  pence,  and 
for  three  years  was  assessor.  He  and  Iris  win 
l'  are  consistent  and  faithful  members  of  the  Meth- 
i odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  honored  and  es- 
1 teemed  by  all  who  know  them. 

G.  C.  Dauterman  (deceased)  was  one 
| the  substantial  business  men  of  Bowling  Green 
His  birth  occurred  in  Portage  township.  t;'  • 
countv,  May  2,  1851.  the  son  of  Jacob  and  t 
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erine  (Amos)  Dauterman.  His  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Germany,  and  were  born  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Rhine,  famed  in  song  and  story.  His 
father  came  to  this  country  alone,  and  the  mother, 
then  a young  girl,  came  with  her  parents,  who 
settled  on  a farm  in  Portage  township,  which  is 
now  owned  by  her  brother.  Her  mother  lived 
until  about  three  years  ago,  and  at  the  time  of 
her  death  was  upward  of  eighty  years  old. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  about  nineteen 
years  ago  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  and  the 
mother  is  still  living.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  namely:  Caroline  married  Fred 

Numberger,  and  lives  in  Dakota;  Adam  was  killed 
in  battle  during  the  Civil  war,  a member  of  Com- 
pany C.  2 ist  O.  V.  I.;  Catherine  married  John 
Shinew,  and  lives  in  Center  township;  Lydia  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Lyendecker,  of  Montana;  G.  C. 
is  our  subject;  John  resides  in  Montana;  Maggie 
married  W.  Waugh,  and  lives  in  Tontogany. 

G.  C.  Dauterman  remained  upon  his  father’s 
farm  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  settled 
upon  a farm  of  his  own,  which  he  operated 
until  April,  1893,  when  he  removed  to  Bowling 
Green  and  opened  a.  livery  stable.  He  had  an 
excellent  outfit  of  horses,  carriages  and  all  the 
accessories  of  a well-kept  stable,  and  made  a 
success  of  the  business,  his  well-known  honesty 
and  competency  securing  for  him  a large  patron- 
age. Besides  hiring  out  his  teams,  Mr.  Dauter- 
man also  had  horses  for  sale,  and  dealt  in  fine 
stock.  Among  other  good  animals,  he  had  one 
fast  pacer,  “Nomil.”  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  he  still  retained  the  ownership  his  farm 
of  140  acres,  which  is  a valuable  piece  of  property, 
as  on  it  were  fourteen  oil  wells,  which  is  now 
under  the  management  of  his  eldest  son. 

On  October  26,  1871,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Louisa  Ratzel,  who  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  May  28,  1853,  and  came  to  this 
country  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  Four  sons 
have  blessed  this  union,  namely:  John,  Frank, 

Willie,  and  Robie  ].,  who  died  when  sixteen 
months  old.  Mr.  Dauterman  was  a Republican 
in  politics.  He  was  identified  with  the  Church  of 
Christ-,  to  which  the  family  belong.  He  was  a 
man  of  excellent  character  and  good  business 
ability,  and  made  many  friends  in  Bowling  Green 
after.taking  up  his  residence  there. 

On  August  12,  1896,  Mr.  Dauterman  lost  his 
life  in  the  Maumee  river.  He  had  gone  to  the 
river  with  the  Baptist  Sunday-school,  and  while 
on  the  river  saw  a little  girl  about  to  drown,  so 
he  sprang  to  her  rescue,  and  in  the  attempt  to 
save  her  life  gave  up  his  own.  The  child  was  the 
daughter  of  Charles  S.  Ely.  In  his  death  there 


passed  from  this  life  an  honest,  Christian  man. 
The  village  council,  of  which  the  deceased  was  \ 
member,  passed  appropriate  resolutions  on  his 
death,  and  attended  the  funeral  in  a body. 

Josiah  Smith  is  a popular  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizen,  whose  genial  manner  and  genuine 
I worth  have  gained  him  the  regard  of  ali  with 
j whom  social  or  business  relations  have  brought 
him  in  contact  He  was  born  in  Allegheny 
county,  Penn.,  November  3,  1842,  and  is  a son 
: of  Martin  and  Catherine  (Rhodes)  Smith,  also 
natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  The  father  was 
born  in  1,810,  the  mother  April  5,  1S11,  and 
! their  marriage  was  celebrated  January  31,  1828, 
j while  the  following  children  graced  their  union: 
Nancy  B.,  who  was  born  October  31  1828,  and 

is  the  widow  of  Frank  Firman,  of  Crawford 
: county,  111.;  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 12,  1831,  died  in  childhood;  Sarah  Jane, 
born  February  4,  1834,  died  in  childhood;  Re- 
becca, born  June  17,  1836,  died  in  Pennsylvania; 
Roxanna,  born  December  17,  1837,  is  the  wife  of 
William  Bell,  of  Washington  county,  Penn.; 
Mary  M.,  born  April  25,  1840,  became  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Lockwood,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania; 
Josiah  is  the  next  younger;  Maria  C.,  born  Octo- 
ber 23,  1845,  died  in  childhood;  Ann  Eliza,  born 
June  4,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  Aaron  Bell,  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  John  Wesley,  born  May  4,  1853, 
completes  the  family.  At  the  time  of  their  mar- 
' riage  the  parents  located  in  Fayette  county. 
Penn.,  where  the  father  worked  as  a farm  hand. 
He  died  in  Allegheny  county,  December  17. 
1S4S,  and  his  wife,  who  after  his  death  had  rnar- 
| ried  Samuel  Culp,  passed  away  March  24,  1872. 

Our  subject  spent  his  school  days  in  A 1 1 e - 
l gheny  and  Washington  counties,  in  his  native 
State,  and  after  his  father's  death  went  to  live 
with  an  uncle,  Solomon  Swab,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1S61, 
when  he  enlisted  August  20,  1861,  in  Company 
D,  6th  U.  S.  Cav.,  at  Pittsburg.  In  the  spring 
of  1862  the  command  went  to  the  front,  and. 
after  a short  time  spent  in  Virginia,  went  to 
Hampton  Roads,  and  served  with  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  participating  in  a number  of  im- 
portant engagements.  Mr.  Smith  was  honorably 
discharged  August  20,  1864,  but  re-enlisted  in 
Company  K,  1st  U.  S.  Vet.  Vol.  Regt.,  serving 
for  a year,  when  he  was  finally  discharged,  on 
February  1,  1866. 

On  August  23.  of  the  same  year,  in  North 
Baltimore,  our  subject  wa>  united  in  marring 
with  Mary  |ane  Dirk,  who  was  born  in  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  January  18,  1S42.  They  located 
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in  Williams  county,  this  State,  Mr.  Smith  con- 
ducting a general  store  in  Pulaski  for  about  five 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1871  they  located  on  a farm 
near  that  place,  but  sold  that  property  in  the  fall 
of  1872,  and  in  the  following  spring  went  to  Min- 
nesota, where  Mr.  Smith  took  up  a homestead  in 
Nobles  county,  there  residing  for  three  and  a half 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1S76  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  rented  a farm  in  Liberty  township, 
but  after  eighteen  months  purchased  ninety  acres 
of  his  present  farm.  He  has  since  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  land,  by  the  additional  purchase 
of  thirty  acres,  and  now  has  a highly-improved 
and  valuable  farm,  with  well-tilled  fields  and  ex- 
cellent buildings,  most  of  which  he  has  erected. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  for  two  terms 
has  served  as  township  trustee.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  take  quite  an  active  part  in  its  work.  They 
had  a family  of  three  children,  but  Jacob  W., 
who  was  born  October  23,  1873,  died  in  Minne- 
sota, at  the  age  of  nine  months.  Sarah  Amanda 
was  born  in  Nobles  county,  Minn.,  July  18,  1875, 
and  Clark  Vinton  was  born  in  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  March  3,  1S78. 

S.  F.  Lambright.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county, 
October  16,  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry 

and  Margaret  A.  Lambright. 

Mr.  Lambright  went  to  the  common  schools, 
and  worked  on  the  farm  when  a boy.  He  was 
quite  young  when  his  parents  moved  to  Perry 
township,  and  his  first  ideas  of  fanning  were  ob- 
tained on  the  farm  which  is  his  present  home. 
He  lived  with  his  parents  continuously,  with  the 
exception  of  eight  months  in  Sully  county,  S.  D., 
in  1883,  where  he  took  up  government  land,  and 
lived  one  summer,  and  then  returned  home.  He 
was  married  in  Perry  township,  March  4,  1885, 
to  Miss  Carrie  Steiner,  who  was  born  in  Balti- 
more, Md.  Her  father,  Jacob  Steiner,  was  a 
farmer  who  came  to  Perry  township  when  she 
was  two  years  old. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Lambright  located  in 
Perr}'  township,  where  he  has  continued  to  re- 
side ever  since,  moving,  in  the  spring  of  1891,  to 
the  home  farm  of  his  father.  Two.  children 
have  been  born  to  him  and  his  wife,  Hazel  M. , 
and  Harvey  H.  Mr.  Lambright  is  a Republican, 
and  has  always  manifested  a great  deal  of  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  his  party,  for  which  he  has 
worked  hard,  and  is  to-day  one  of  its  leading 
members  in  his  portion  of  the  township.  He  has 
filled  various  offices  in  the  township,  and  in 
School  District  No.  6,  serving  two  terms  as  con- 


| stable,  and  at  present  holding  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  to  which  he  was  elected  m [891. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  two  years  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  is  ac 
present  one  of  the  trustees.  He  is  a first-class 
citizen,  of  undoubted  integrity,  and  is  consider- 
ably above  the  average  man  in  intelligence. 

Frank  Haskins,  who  is  engaged  in  market 
gardening  and  the  raising  of  fine  poultry,  was  born 
in  Liberty  township,  February  19,  1855,  and  has 
alw.ays  lived  in  that  locality  . His  parents  were 
Henry  and  Hannah  (Fearnside)  Haskins,  the  for- 
mer born  in  Portage,  September  23,  1828.  There 
I they  located  at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  and 
i the  father  carried  on  a general  store.  The  mother 
died  in  Kendallville,  Ind.,  May  12,  1858,  and  aft- 
er her  death  Mr.  Haskins  married  Esther  Hutch- 
inson. In  i860  he  removed  to  Waterloo,  Ind.. 

■ subsequently  to  Corunna,  Ind.,  and  afterward 
conducted  a livery  stable  in  Butler,  Ind..  where 
he  is  now  living  a retired  life.  The  children  of 
his  first  marriage  are  George  C.,  born  July  29, 
1850;  Wellington,  who  was  born  March  7,  1833, 
and  died  August  1 1,  1S54;  and  Frank. 

At  the  age  of  three  years,  on  his  mother's 
! death,  our  subject  went  to  live  with  his  grand- 
| father,  Thomas  Fearnside,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
i land,  and  married  in  Scotland,  and  with  his  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ellen  Roberson, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States.  On  the  grandfa- 
ther's death  he  still  made  his  home  with  his  uncle, 
Henry  Fearnside,  in  Liberty  township,  and  there 
acquired  a good  English  education.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Greenwich,  Huron  county,  Januarv  9. 
1879,  to  Emily  J.  Sizer,  who  was  born  in  Liberty 
township,  January  9,  1859,  a daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Sarah  (Strimple)  Sizer,  the  former  a native 
of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey. 
They  were  married  in  Huron  county,  but  soon 
after  removed  to  Wood  county,  where  the  father 
followed  carpentering.  He  died  in  Lucas  Co., 
Ohio,  September  3,  1876,  and  his  wife  is  now 
living  in  Greenwich.  Their  children  are  Mrs. 
Haskins,  Selina  E.,  Abigail  Eudora,  Orrin  W. 
and  Albert  F\ 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife 
made  their  home  with  his  uncle,  until  Mr.  Has- 
kins had  erected  a house  on  his  own  land.  He 
had  previously  purchased  thirteen  and  a half  acre- 
in  Liberty  township,  and  has  since  successful!} 
given  his  attention  to  market  gardening,  and  the 
1 breeding  of  fancy  poultry.  The  first  oil  well  on 
, his  place  was  completed  September  _,  1S06.  and 
1 has  proved  a good  one.  To  Mr  and  Mrs.  Has- 
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Kins  have  beer,  born  three  children — Gertrude 
May,  bcrn  January  19,  1881;  Walter  H.,  born 
August  13,  1S82;  and  Frank  Raymond,  born  No- 
vember 1,  1893.  In  political  belief,  Mr.  Haskins  j 
is  a Populist,  and  for  three  terms  has  served  as  ' 
school  director.  He  holds  membership  with  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  its  growth  and  upbuilding. 

| 

Eli  Brough,  a general  farmer  living  in  Sec- 
tion 1,  Troy  township,  is  a leader  among  the  agri- 
culturists, of  Wood  county.  In  1S70  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  forty  acres,  then  in 
its  primitive  condition,  covered  with  woods,  not 
a furrow  turned;  but  by  courageous  industry,  per- 
severance and  wisdom  in  management,  he  has  \ 
developed  the  land  into  a highly-improved  farm, 
from  which  he  obtains  good  harvests. 

Mr.  Brough  was  born  in  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio,  in  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Simon  and  Sarah 
(Kerrick)  Brough.  The  birth  of  the  father  oc- 
curred in  Pennsylvania,  whence  at  an  early  day  he  S 
came  to  the  Buckeye  State  with  his  father,  Mi- 
chael Brough,  and  was  married  in  Sandusky 
county.  There  he  continued  to  live,  making  his 
home  first  in  Riley  township,  but  he  died  in 
Ballville  township,  in  January,  1892.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  the  same  county  in  1887.  In 
the  family  were  fourteen  children,  namely : Jacob, 
a resident  of  Riley  township,  Sandusky  county; 
William,  of  Fremont,  Ohio;  George,  who  died 
in  Pemberville,  Wood  county;  Lewis,  who  makes  I 
his  home  in  Troy  township;  Jonathan,  also  of 
Troy  township;  Levi,  of  Freedom  township,  ; 
this  county;  Eli  and  Frederick,  twins,  the  latter 
a resident  of  Mercer  county,  Ohio;  Charles,  who  j 
lives  in  Ottawa  county,  this  State;  Dolly,  who 
died  in  Fremont,  in  1893;  Lucinda,  who  died  in 
Sandusky  county;  Betsy,  who  is  married,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Fremont;  and  Mrs.  Jane 
Steffe.  who  lives  in  Ottawa  county. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  Eli 
Brough  acquired  his  education,  and  early  became 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  assisting  in 
the  labor  of  the  home  farm  until  1S61,  when  he 
laid  aside  personal  plans  and  interests,  and  joined 
the  boys  in  blue  in  defense  of  the  Union.  He 
became  a member  of  Company  G,  tilth  O.  V. 

I , being  mustered  in  at  Frankfort,  Ky. . and  was 
>ix  months  in  the  service. 

In  1866,  in  Sandusky  county,  Mr.  Brough 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Caroline  Myers, 
who  was  born  in  that  county,  where  her  parents, 
Christian  and  Margaret  Elhart)  Myers,  natives 
°f  Germany,  located  at  an  early  day.  Her 
mother  died  in  Wood  county,  but  her  father  is 


still  living,  and  makes  his  home  in  Henry  countv, 
Ohio.  Eight  children  have  been  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife— -Mrs.  Clara  Herman,  of 
Troy  township;  Mrs.  Ida  Facer,  of  Lake  town- 
ship; Mrs.  Hulda  Behrend,  of  Troy  township; 
and  Etta,  Myrtie,  Irving,  Harry  and  Robert,  all 
at  home.  Politically,  Mr.  Brough  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  part)’,  and  he  is  a man  of  sound 
sense,  highly  respected  by  his  neighbors. 

' O.  W.  Diver,  one  of  the  popular  and  wide- 
awake young  agriculturists  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship, vvas  there  born,  September  6,  1867,  the  son 
of  Franklin  and  Matilda  (Ostrander)  Diver.  The 
father's  birth  occurred  in  Deerfield,  Portage  Co.. 
Ohio,  March  29,  1836,  and  he  was  but  an  infant 
when  brought  to  Wood  county  by  his  parents, 
Osman  and  Margaret  (Kinnaman)  Diver,  who 
were  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Montgomery  township.  During  his  boyhood  and 
youth  he  experienced  all  the  trials  and  privations 
incident  to  life  on  the  frontier.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  farm  work,  and  was  a natural  me- 
chanic, with  a desire  to  work  around  machinery; 
but  his  father  being  adverse  to  this  inclination, 
his  plans  in  that  direction  were  defeated. 

In  Montgomery  township  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Franklin  Diver  and  Matilda  Ostran- 
der, a daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Burke)  Os- 
trander, who  were  also  pioneers  of  that  town- 
ship. Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Diver  located 
at  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
sawmill  business  with  August  Pryor,  at  whose 
home  Mrs.  Diver  had  lived  from  girlhood.  After 
a short  residence,  however,  he  returned  to  Mont- 
gomery township,  carrying  on  farming  on  his 
father’s  place  in  Section  30  until  called  from  this 
life,  on  December  7,  186S,  and  his  remains  now 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  West  Millgrove.  In 
connection  with  farming  he  also  engaged  to  some 
extent  in  threshing.  His  political  support  was 
ever  given  the  Democratic  party.  In  his  family 
were  three  children — Harriet  L.,  now  the  widow 
of  C.  A.  McDonald,  of  North  Platte.  Neb.; 
Laura  E.,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  and  O.  W..  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch.  The  mother  is  now  the 
wife  of  Philip  Wainmes,  of  Fostoria. 

In  the  common  schools  our  subject  secured  a 
fair  education,  pursuing  his  studies  for  a time  in 
Fostoria.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Nickel  Plate  railroad, 
as  brakeman,  running  between  Bellevue,  Ohio, 
and  Chicago,  111.,  and  was  later  with  the  Balti- 
more Cv  Ohio  railroad,  his  run  being  from  Chi- 
cago {unction,  Ohio,  to  Garrett,  Ind.  He  was 
next  in  the  employ  of  his  stepfather,  who  was 
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engaged  in  the  horse  business,  taking  horses  to  j 
market  in  the  East.  At  Findlay,  Ohio,  March  j 
27,  r 888,  Mr.  Diver  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Bertha  Godfrey,  who  was  born  in  Loudon 
township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  January  7,  1S69, 
daughter  of  John  and  Josephine  (Clemens)  God- 
frey, the  former  of  whom  died  January  16,  1SS9; 
the  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  in 
Fostoria.  In  the  family  were  three  daughters, 
the  other  two  being  Nora,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years;  and  Anna,  of  Fostoria.  Two  sons 
have  come  to  our  subject  and  wife — Harold  G., 
born  December  23,  1889;  and  Carl  F.,  born  Oc- 
tober 29,  1893. 

On  March  3,  1895,  Mr.  Diver  removed  to  his 
present  farm  in  Section  19,  Montgomery  town- 
ship, which  is  a most  productive  tract,  yielding  a 
good  supply  of  oil  as  well  as  crops,  and  is  one  of  j 
the  very  few  farms  where  the  owner  operates  I 
the  oil  wells,  Mr.  Diver  looking  after  that  pro- 
duction personally.  Though  not  strictly  partisan 
he  generally  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  takes  no  very  active  part  in  political  affairs.  | 
He  belongs  to  Fostoria  Lodge  No.  86,  K.  of  P., 
and  while  a railroad  man  was  identified  with  vari- 
ous societies  in  that  connection.  “Walt,’’  as 
he  is  called,  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
industrious  farmers  of  the  community,  and  the  ! 
neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his  place  plainly 
indicates  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  vocation  I 
which  he  is  now  following.  In  1895  he  com- 
pleted a comfortable  and  pleasant  dwelling, 
where  he  and  his  wife  delight  to  entertain  their 
many  friends. 

Fergus  Hughes  is  one  of  the  leading  and 
influential  citizens  of  Wood  county,  having  been 
prominent  in  official,  Church  and  agricultural 
circles.  He  was  born  June  2,  1842,  in  Eagle 

township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  a son  of  William  j 
W.  and  Margaret  (McClellan)  Hughes,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  a relative  of  Gen.  McClellan. 

The  father  was  a native  of  Beaver  county, 
Penn.,  and  a cooper  by  trade.  In  his  native  ; 
county  he  married  Miss  Margaret  McClellan, 
v.’hose  birth  occurred  there  in  1815.  They  came 
to  Ohio,  locating  in  Hancock  county,  where  the 
father  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the 
government.  Upon  this  he  made  many  excel- 
lent improvements,  and  then  sold,  retiring  to  Mt. 
Blanchard,  Hancock  county.  He  afterward  sold 
his  property  there,  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Dunkirk,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  September, 
1883.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1854.  In  their 
family  were  eight  children,  namely:  Sarah,  wife 

of  Henry  Vaughn,  of  Eagle  township,  Hancock 


county;  Robert,  a painter  of  Missouri;  Rebecca, 
wife  of  Joseph  Steinman,  of  Hancock  count\  : 
John,  who  died,  in  childhood;  Fergus;  Nancv, 
who  married  Joseph  Steinman,  and  died  in  Han- 
cock county  in  r SS 5 ; James,  a twin  brother  of 
Nancy,  of  Missouri;  and  David,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  the  father  married  Mrs.  Sarah  (Fahl)  Hinchv. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Fergus  Hughes  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  to  the  district  school  he 
is  indebted  for  his  educational  privileges.  On  at- 
taining his  majority  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self, working  as  a farm  hand  for  'a  year  in  Han- 
cock county.  In  February,  i860,  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  followed  farming  or  any 
honest  pursuit  that  would  yield  him  a living  un- 
til December,  1866,  when  with  the  capital  he  had 
acquired  through  his  own  labors  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land.  On  this  he  erected  a 
log  cabin,  iSx  26  feet,  and  at  once  began  to  clear 
and  improve  the  property. 

On  March  5,  186S,  Mr.  Hughes  was  married, 
in  Henry  township,  to  Miss  Catherine  Ackerman, 
who  was  born  in  that  township  May  24,  1840. 
daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  Auverter; 
Ackerman.  The  father  was  born  in  Switzerland 
May  15,  1798,  and  died  October  31,  1S77.  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  His  father  died 
at  sea.  Mr.  Ackerman  was  an  early  settler  in 
Henry  township,  having  lived  there  forty  years  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Germany  May  15,  1815,  and  died  at  9 p.  m., 
September  30,  1876,  at  Hammansburg,  Henrv 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  have  one  child. 
P'annie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Wilton  R.  Hastings, 
of  North  Baltimore,  Wood  county,  and  has  one 
child,  Derward,  born  July  28,  1895.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hughes  began  their  domestic  life  upon  the 
eighty-acre  farm  which  he  had  purchased,  and 
have  since  made  it  their  place  of  abode.  In  1801 
he  sunk  the  first  oil  well  there,  and  now  has  six 
wells  in  good  operation,  adding  not  a little  to  his 
income  in  that  way.  He  has  also  property  in 
North  Baltimore,  owning  two  village  lots  and  • 
house.  He  is  entirely  a self-made  man,  and  de- 
serves gieac  credit  for  his  success  in  life.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  t r 
four  terms  as  township  trustee,  and  for  thru, 
terms  as  assessor.  He  has  also  been  trustee  ! 
the  Evangelical  Church,  with  which  he  hoi  1- 
membership,  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. 

John  F.  Soash  is  descended  from  German  « • 
cestry,  and  displays  some  of  the  best  character - 
tics  of  that  sturdy  race.  His  grandfather  cam 
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from  Germany  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
j.  lm  Soash,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born. 
John  Soash  came  to  Ohio  in  [834,  and  bought 

1 10  acres  of  land  in  Washington  township,  this 
county,  part  of  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
lie  married  Elizabeth  Hineman,  of  Scotch  de- 
scent, and  they  became  parents  of  seven  children  ; 
—William,  deceased;  Isabel,  wife  of  John  G. 
McDonald,  of  Florida;  Emily,  deceased,  who  was 
first  the  wife  of  John  Oswald,  and  after  his  death 
married  Joel  Foote;  John  F. , of  this  sketch;  Eliza- 
beth, deceased,  who  married  George  Beli,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Ohio;  Fucretia,  wife  of  Charles 
[follis;  and  James,  a farmer  of  Missouri,  who 
served  for  three  years  in  the  Civil  war  in  the  21st 
Regiment,  O.  V.  I.  The  mother  died  in  1S61, 
and  the  father  in  1873. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  to  which  he  walked  a distance  of 
three  miles,  his  path  laying  through  the  woods, 
for  no  roads  were  cut  at  thy  time.  He  was  born 
in  Washington  township,  December  19,  1836, 
and  has,  therefore,  witnessed  almost  the  entire  de- 
velopment of  the  county.  He  has  seen  many 
deer  and  wolves  near  his  home,  and  has  watched 
the  progress  of  civilization  until  the  county  ranks 
among  the  best  in  this  commonwealth.  In  1864 
he  joined  the  army  under  Capt.  Black  and  Col. 
Miller,  as  a member  of  Company  B,  144th  O.  V. 
f.  He  went  from  Columbus  to  Baltimore,  thence 
to  Annapolis,  Md.,  thence  to  Frederick  City,  and 
for  several  months  was  held  a prisoner  at  Dan- 
ville, where  he  subsisted  mostly  on  johnnycake. 
On  the  1 2th  of  September,  1864,  he  returned 
home,  and  resumed  work  on  the  old  farm. 

Mr.  Soash  was  married  in  1 S66  to  Anna  M. 
Gates,  daughter  of  Lyman  Gates,  and  a native  of 
Connecticut,  born  in  1842,  and  coming  to  Ohio  in 
i860.  They  had  three  children,  the  youngest  of 
whom,  Bernie,  died  in  childhood;  Marcella  is  the 
wife  of  Elmer  Fong,  of  Plain  township;  and  Eber, 
who  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  at  Cleveland, 
where  he  followed  it  for  five  years,  and  is  now 
farming  in  Washington  township.  He  married 
Rosa  Long,  and  they  have  two  children — Dean 
mid  Merle.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  also  one 
adopted  son,  Ross,  who  is  at  home. 

Jacoi;  K ROM ER, a farmer  living  in  Plain  tnwn- 
'hip,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  Oc- 
tober 6,  1835.  He  is  the  son  of  Michael  and 
fkirbara  (Klett)  Kromer,  both  of  whom  were  born 

111  Germany,  the  former  in  1804. 

Our  subject  came  to  America  in  1834,  land- 
mg  at  New  York  City.  He  was  a butcher  by 
trade,  but  not  being  able  to  speak  the  English 
os 


language,  he  found  it  difficult  to  get  employment 
in  that  business;  so,  going  to  Philadelphia,  he 
procured  a situation  on  a farm  close  to  that  eitv. 
He  remained  there  two  years,  learning  something 
of  the  language  in  the  meanwhile,  and  then 
went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where,  being  out  of 
money,  he  went  to  work  on  a farm  in  Cuyahoga 
count)-,  staying  there  three  years,  and  then  com- 
ing farther  west  to  Lime  township,  Huron  countv 
In  1861  he  came  to  Wood  countv,  and  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  near  Weston,  which  he  subse- 
quently sold,  and,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  resi- 
dence in  the  county,  purchased  his  present  eighty 
acres.  This  land,  which  is  now  in  such  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  so  highly  productive, 
was  then  covered  with  timber  and  underbrush, 
and  was  a veritable  swamp.  Through  it  bears 
wandered,  the  dismal  howl  of  the  wolf  made  the 
nights  hideous,  and  bats  infested  the  murky  un- 
dergrowth and  dark  recesses,  while  the  owls 
hooted  at  the  apparently  futile  efforts  of  man  to 
make  it  a habitable  abode.  But,  with  a strength 
of  purpose  that  could  not  be  shaken,  Mr.  Kromer 
cut  his  way  through  the  primeval  forest,  and, 
clearing  up  a small  patch  of  ground,  erected  a 
small  log  house.  He  commenced  with  almost 
no  means,  cleared  land  for  others  by  day,  and 
worked  on  his  own  by  night.  Midnight  found 
him  at  work  there,  and  at  ihe  first  streak  of 
dawn,  he  was  away  to  put  in  a hard  day's  work 
for  some  more  fortunate  neighbor,  who  could 
pay  him  a few  cents  for  his  labor.  Words  can- 
not tell  the  hardships  Mr.  Kromer  underwent 
during  his  first  years  fh  Wood  county,  nor  can 
| the  present  generation  realize  it,  but,  suffice  it  to 
say,  that  he  triumphed  over  all  adversity,  and  is 
to-day  a well-to-do  farmer,  with  an  unincum- 
1 bered  estate,  and  is  in  great  contrast  to  the  time 
when  he  worked  for  four  dollars  a month  on  a 
farm. 

Mr.  Kromer  was  married  in  Wood  countv,  in 
1863,  to  Miss  Eva  Todd,  who  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio.  She  was  not  spared  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  labor,  but  was  called  to  her  re- 
ward nineteen  years  ago.  Mr.  Kromer  has  pre- 
1 served  her  memory  sacred,  and  has  not  married 
since.  Their  children  are;  John,  a pumper  in 
the  oil  field;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Moses  Lane,  r 
prosperous  farmer  of  Plain  township,  and  th  v 
have  two  children,  Joseph  and  Cora;  Sadie,  the 
wife  of  Milo  Porter,  of  Wood  county,  and  the) 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Archie,  Claude 
and  Ina;  Rosa,  unmarried  and  living  at  homv. 
Fred,  at  home;  and  Bertha,  who  died  when  • 
baby. 

Michael,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a ian  1 
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owner,  farmer,  and  stock  dealer.  He  died  in 
1848.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Casper  is  now  living-  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio;  Catherine  is  married,  and 
lives  in  Germany;  Jacob  is  our  subject;  Julia  came 
to  America,  and  married  a Mr.  Haufenback  (she 
died  near  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio);  Henry  joined 
Company  Iv,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  in  1861,  and  was 
killed  in  battle  at  Stone  River;  Magdelena  mar- 
ried P.  Wetzel,  and  they  live  in  Stark  county, 
Ohio. 

Charles  W.  McColley,  a leading  hardware 
merchant  at  Tontogany,  was  born  December  1 G, 
1857,  in  Washington  township,  where  his  grand- 
parents settled  in  the  spring  of  1839. 

Capt.  John  McColley,  his  grandfather,  a 
Scotchman  by  birth,  followed  the  ocean  in  early 
life,  and  was  captain  of  a packet  plying  between 
New  York  and  Savannah.  Pie  was  a man  of 
heroic  mold,  over  six  feet  in  height,  and  possessed 
remarkable  strength.  He  died  near  Tontoganv, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  wife  was  a 
Miss  Hart,  a lady  of  English  descent,  and  for 
some  years  they  lived  at  Derby,  Conn.,  where  R. 
L.  McColley,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
1834.  He  was  only  five  years  old  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  Wood  county,  and  he  was  educated 
here,  married  here  to  Miss  Margaret  Crom,  a de- 
scendant of  an  old  Pennsylvania-Dutch  family, 
and  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  business 
here,  farming  and  acting  as  local  agent  for  agri- 
cultural machinery,  and  father  articles.  He  en- 
listed during  tne  war  in  the  hundred-day  service, 
serving  in  the  144th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.  He  and 
his  wife  now  reside  in  Florida,  where  he  is  an  ex- 
tensive fruit  grower.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  younger  of  two  children  The 
other,  Jennie,  formerly  Mrs.  Louis  Ruder,  died  in 
September,  1804. 

Charles  W.  McColley  is  a genuine  “ Wood 
county  boy,”  reared  on  one  of  her  fertile  farms, 
educated  in  her  schools,  and  he  was  married,  in 
1884,  to  one  of  her  charming  daughters.  Miss 
Susie  Walters,  who  was  born  in  Weston  town- 
ship, in  1859.  They  have  six  children  now 
living:  Eva,  Fern,  Hope,  Hazel.  Herbert,  and 

Ruth.  A younger  son,  John,  died  when  one  year 
old. 

Mr.  McColley  lived  at  the  old  farm  and  sold 
agricultural  implements  until  eight  wars  ago, 
when  he  moved  into  the  village.  Three  years 
later  he  established  his  present  prosperous  busi- 
ness, dealing  in  hardware  and  all  sorts  of  farm- 


ing tools  and  machinery.  He  is  an  earnest 
worker  in  religious  and  philanthropic  lines;  is  a 
Good  Templar;  votes  the  Prohibition  ticket;  is 
an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  as- 
sistant superintendent  in  the  Sunday-school.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Iv.  of  P. 

M.  L.  Seiple.  Among  the  self-made  men 
of  Wood  county,  men  who  have  accumulated  a 
sufficiency  of  this  world’s  goods  through  their  own 
energy  and  thrift — may  be  reckoned  the  gentle- 
i man  whose  name  begins  this  sketch.  He  is  a 
| resident  of  Portage  township,  where  he  owns  a 
fine  farm  of  1127  acres  in  Section  6,  and  where 
he  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  meeting  with 
great  success  in  his  chosen  calling.  He  is  a na- 
| five  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Northampton 
i county,  July  29,  1857,  and  in  the  spring  of  1865 
! accompanied  his  parents,  Edward  and  Elizabeth 
1 (Lambert)  Seiple,  to  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
Co.,  Ohio. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Seiple,  was 
a man  of  considerable  wealth,  and  bought  land 
extensively  in  Scott  township,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  The  father  of  our 
i subject  was  one  of  the  four  children  who  ac- 
companied him  to  Sandusky  county,  and  always 
lived  thereafter  in  Scott  township.  To  Edward 
Seiple  and  his  wife  were  born  five  children: 

; Quintus,  a farmer  ol  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
county;  M.  L.,  of  this  review;  Alice,  wife  of 
Frank  Moses,  of  Washington  township,  Sandusky 
j county:  Susie,  wife  of  Chauncey  Schull,  of  Cen- 
ter township,  Wood  county;  and  Ida,  now  Mrs 
Lee  Henry,  of  Helena,  Ohio.  In  early  life  the 
father  operated  a gristmill,  but  his  last  days 
were  spent  as  a farmer.  Pie  has  served  as  elder 
and  deacon  in  the  Reformed  Church,  to  which 
1 he  was  a liberal  contributor,  and  took  consider- 
able interest  in  politics,  voting  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
Helena  cemetery,  Sandusky  countv.  His  widow 
now  makes  her  home  in  Helena. 

Our  subject  obtained  a fair  education  in  the 
district  schools,  learning  rapidly,  and  the  knowl- 
edge thus  acquired  has  been  greatlv  supplemented 
by  reading  and  study  in  subsequent  years.  He 
remained  at  home  almost  continuously  until  his 
marriage,  which  was  celebrated  on  Christmas 
Day  of  1877,  Miss  Mary  Oppermann  becoming 
his  wife.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Washington 
township.  Sandusky  countv,  January  23.  185  ), 
and  she  is  ad  itei  \\ 

,'Perrington  Oppermann  the  former  of  whom,  a 
native  of  Germany,  has  been  a prominent  farmer 


■ 

' 

‘ . 

■ 


■ 

- 

. • 

' 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OH  CO. 


1075 


of  Sandusky  county  for  forty  years;  his  wife  is  a J 
native  of  Ravenna,  Poitage  Co.,  Ohio).  By  her 
marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  chil-  j 
dren — Geneva  and  Frank  A. 

Until  the  fall  of  1884,  Mr.  Seiple  operated 
the  home  farm  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
county,  and  then  removed  to  a farm  in  Webster  | 
township,  Wood  county,  which  he  leased  for  j 
seven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  in  Section  15,  Center  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  until  March  27,  1895, 
at  which  time  he  removed  to  the  Jacob  Eberly 
farm  in  Section  6,  Portage  township.  There  he  | 
owns  127  acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land,  well  im- 
proved. 

The  first  vote  of  Mr.  Seiple  was  cast  for  the 
Republican  party,  but  since  1S91  he  has  been  a 
stalwart  Prohibitionist,  on  account  of  his  views  on  j 
the  liquor  question.  He  is  an  active  and  faith-  I 
fu!  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
is  one  of  the  trustees  of  Center  Church,  where  he  1 
belongs.  Ambitious,  industrious  and  systematic, 
he  has  made  a success  of  his  life  work, and  is  des- 
tined to  become  one  of  the  substantial  agricultur- 
ists of  the  locality.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
* . . 

are  refined,  intelligent  people,  who  occupy  a re- 
markabliy  high  position  in  social  circles. 

* 

Conrad  Bobel,  a representative  agriculturist 
of  Washington  township.  Wood  county,  is  a na-  , 
tive  of  Germany,  born  in  Prussia,  on  March  10,  j 
1817,  and  is  a son  of  Adam  and  Catherine  1 
(Schmidt)  Bobel.  The  father  was  a farmer  of 
Germany,  and  by  his  marriage  bad  five  children. 
The  eldest,  John,  served  for  fourteen  years  as  a j 
soldier  in  the  German  army,  after  which  he  came 
to  America,  where  his  death  occurred.  Augustus 
is  also  deceased;  and  Minnie,  Conrad,  and  John 
complete  the  family. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired  in  1 
the  Fatherland,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
coming  to  the  United  States,  in  1853,  it  requir- 
ing ten  weeks  to  complete  the  voyage,  which  was 
made  in  a sailing  vessel.  Before  leaving  his  na- 
tive land,  Mr.  Bobel  had  wedded  Rieka  Ptluger, 
whose  birth  occurred  there  Novembers,  1818, 
and  in  Germany  seven  of  their  ten  children  were 
born.  John,  who  was  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
died  in  1S87;  Christ,  Augustus,  and  Martha 
have  also  passed  away.  Christopher,  born  in 
October,  1846,  is  now,  in  connection  with  his 
father,  engaged  in  the  operation  of  their  fine  farm 
of  eighty  acres;  in  1872  he  married  Catherine 
M ey,  who  was  born  in  the  same  place  in  Ger- 
many where  her  husband’s  birth  occurred,  and 
they  have  three  children  — Minnie,  Lizzie,  and 


Lena;  Christopher  Bobel  is  quite  prominent  in 
the  community  where  he  makes  his  home,  and 
has  served  his  fellow-citizens  for  five  vears  as 
supervisor,  and  for  three  years  as  school  director. 
The  next  child  of  the  family,  Lena,  was  born  in 
Germany,  May  4,  1850,  and,  on  February  23, 
1874,  became  the  wife  of  John  Hildebrand,  by 
whom  she  has  three  children — Christina,  Lewis, 
and  Katie.  Adam  is  next  in  order  of  birth. 
Christina,  by  her  marriage  with  Christ  Bower, 
has  become  the  mother  of  three  children.  john 
is  a carpenter  and  contractor  of  Chicago.  Con- 
rad completes  the  family. 

On  coming  to  this  country  Mr.  Bobel  first 
located  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  for  nine 
months  he  worked  on  the  railroad,  after  which  he 
bought  twelve  acres  of  unimproved  land  in  Wood 
county.  In  the  winter  of  1854  he  made  his  home 
in  Milan,  Ohio,  and  then  cleared  his  land,  which 
he  later  sold.  For  one  year  he  then  rented  forty 
acres,  and  later  leased  eighty  acres  south  of  his 
present  place,  which  he  has  since  purchased. 
All  of  the  improvements  found  thereon  are  the 
work  of  his  own  hands,  and  he  is  accounted  one 
of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  farmers  of  the 
county.  He  and  his  son  are  firm  adherents  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  the 
family  are  consistent  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 

Charles  \V.  Braxdeberry.  Few  people  re- 
main long  in  Wood  county  without  becoming  fa- 
miliar with  this  name,  which  is  borne  by  one  of 
its  most  enterprising  citizens,  who  has  passed  his 
entire  life  in  Perry  township.  In  Section  23  his 
birth  occurred  June  6,  1859,  and  he  is  a son  of 
Isaac  and  Nancy  (Fish)  Brandeberry.  His  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  District  No.  1,  but  the 
schools  of  that  day  were  not  as  good  as  they  are 
at  the  present  time;  his  first  lessons  in  farming 
were  under  the  instruction  of  his  father. 

In  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, r88o,  Mr.  Brandeberry  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nelia  Cochard,  who  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  that  county,  on  the  22nd  of 
October,  i860.  Her  parents,  Daniel  and  Man 
A.  (Shafer)  Cochard,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, were  married  in  Crawford  county.  Ohio, 
and  to  them  were  born  thirteen  children,  five 
sons  and  eight  daughters.  The  mother  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  ye  irs,  but  the  lather 
is  still  living  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  In  their  family  Mrs. 
Brandeberry  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and 
in  her  childhood  attended  the  district  schools  in 
the  neighborhood  of  her  home.  Two  children 
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were  born  of.  her  union  with  our  subject — Charley, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months;  and  Orlo, 
who  was  born  July  25,  1S81. 

For  a while  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Braride- 
berry  operated  the  old  homestead  in  Section  23,  ; 
Perry  township,  and  the  first  property  he  owned  j 
was  his  present  farm  in  Section  22,  where  he  re- 
moved in  1884.  His  place  comprises  r 2 1 acres 
of  valuable  land,  and  by  industry  and  good  man- 
agement he  has  brought  it  to  a high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. Besides  general  farming  he  also  en- 
gages in  threshing  and  teaming  with  success.  In  j 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  an  inflexible  adher-  ! 
ent  to  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  Repub-  | 
lican  party,  but  has  no  aspirations  for  popular  j 
preferment,  as  his  time  is  fully  taken  up  by  his  j 
business  affairs.  He'  and  his  wife  are  earnest 
membersof  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he  belongs 
to  the  Maccabees  of  Fostoria,  and  the  Fraternal 
Legion.  He  is  a wide-awake,  progressive  farmer, 
and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
neighbors  to  an  unlimited  degree. 

Anton  Williams,  one  of  the  popular  and 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Washington  township,  Wood 
county,  was  born  in  Nassau,  Germany,  on  August 
9,  1837,  and  is  the  only  child  of  Lewis  and  Mar- 
garet (Danzer)  Williams,  both  natives  of  the  Fa- 
therland, where  the  father  followed  the  trade  of 
weaving.  There  the  mother  died,  and  Lewis 
Williams  wedded,  for  his  second  wife,  Louisa 
Fisher,  and  to  them  was  born  a son,  George,  who 
now  makes  his  home  in  Middleton  township,  this 
county.  The  father  died  in  Germany  in  1858, 
and  two  years  later  his  widow,  with  her  son,  came 
to  America,  where  her  death  has  since  occurred.  , 

Anton  Williams  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  land,  where  he  later  ' 
worked  for  three  or  four  years  in  the  mines.  At 
about  the  age  of  seventeen,  however,  he  decided 
to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World,  where  he 
hoped  that  better  opportunities  were  afforded 
young  men.  On  his  arrival  in  this  country  he 
located  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  where  for  four 
years  he  worked  at  farm  labor,  receiving  from 
seven  dollars  to  eight  dollars  per  month  for  his 
services.  In  1859  he  came  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
at  once  began  to  improve  and  cultivate. 

On  August  2S,  1862,  Mr.  Williams  enlisted  at 
Tontogany  for  service  in  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
K,  67th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Lewis  and  Col. 
A.  C.  Voris.  He  first  proceeded  to  Camp  Chase, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  from  there  was  sent  to  Suffolk, 
Va.,  and  then  stationed  at  Fort  Wagner.  He 


participated  in  many  skirmishes,  and  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  on  account  of  rheumatism,  he  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  there  re- 
maining from  May  to  September,  after  which  he 
was  transferred  to  the  V.  R.  C.  at  Washington. 
He  received  an  honorable  discharge  May  31,  1865, 
after  three  years  of  faithful  service,  aiding  in  the 
defense  of  the  old  flag,  and  the  cause  it  repre- 
sented. On  leaving  the  army  he  was  still  suffer- 
ing much  from  rheumatism. 

After  his  return  home,  Mr.  Williams  sold  his 
fifty-acre  tract  of  land,  purchasing  the  forty  acres 
of  land  he  now  owns,  to  which  he  afterward  added 
fifty  acres,  and,  in  1895,  purchased  eighty  acres 
more,  which  has  since  been  leased  to  the  Air  Line 
Oil  Co.,  of  Tontogany,  and  on  which  there  is  now 
one  producing  oil  and  gas  well.  He  now  has  a 
farm  of  183  acres,  on  which  he  is  engaged  in 
genera]  farming.  His  labors  have  met  with  a well- 
deserved  success,  and  his  place  indicates  the  super- 
vision of  a careful  and  painstaking  manager. 

At  Haskins,  in  1868,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Williams  and  Elizabeth  Asthmus,  who 
was  born  in  1848.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  nine  children — Carrie  M.,  born  July  24,  1869; 
George  J.,  born  September  27,  1870;  Charles  T. , 
born  November  19,  1872,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  Lewis  E.,  born  October  15.  1874; 
Anna  - C.,  born  March  30,  1877;  Frank  M . born 
December  28,  1879;  Liza  F. . born  October  27, 
1882;  Marie  M.,  born  March  6,  1886;  and  Helena 
M.,  born  September  6,  189c.  Mr.  Williams  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  for  several  years  has 
served  as  school  director.  Religiously  he  holds 
membership  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  all 
moral  and  educational  interests  have  in  him  a 
friend  and  supporter. 

John  D.  Fellers,  deceased,  who  was  num- 
bered among  the  progressive  and  highly  esteemed 
agriculturists  of  W7ood  county,  was  born  April  13. 
1847,  in  Eagle  township,  Hancock  county,  Ohio, 
a son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Donaldson's  Fellers 
The  father,  who  was  a farmer,  died  in  Henry 
township  in  August,  1 886,  aged  seventy-five  years; 
the  mother  passed  away  February  12,  1 886,  in 
Hancock  county. 

Mr.  Fellers  acquired  his  education  in  tin- 
district  schools,  and  was  reared  on  the  old  family 
homestead.  His  father  had  purchased  160  acres 
of  land  in  Henry  township,  and  deeded  it  to  him. 
with  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  pay  a small 
sum  for  it.  This  he  commenced  to  improve 
about  two  years  before  his  marriage,  and  via  '■> ' ■ 
thereon  a small  frame  residence.  On  Noveinh 
9,  1873,  in  his  native  township,  our  subject  " 
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joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  that  locality  November  3,  1850,  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Bishop)  Smith, 
natives  of  Fairfield  countv,  Ohio,  where  their 
marriage  was  celebrated.  They  afterward  re- 
moved to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  subsequently 
to  Hancock  county,  where  Mr.  Smith  purchased 
240  acres  of  land  in  Eagle  township,  making  his 
home  there  until  his  death,  in  August,  1865,  when 
he  was  fifty-six  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived 
him  about  fifteen  years,  dying  when  about  sixty- 
three  years  of  age.  They  had  ten  children, 
namely:  Eve,  who  died  in  childhood:  Mrs. 

Catherine  Himrod,  of  Indiana;  George,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventeen;  Mrs.  Annie  Fanning,  of 
Hancock  county;  Jacob  B.,  who  w7as  a farmer 
and  minister  in  Hancock  county,  and  died  in 
June,  1896;  John,  who  died,  leaving  a wife  and 
three  children;  Henry,  who  has  a family  of  seven 
children,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Hancock  county;  Mrs.  Fellers;  Sidney  Ann,  who 
died  in  childhood;  and  Mrs.  Emma  Hartman,  of 
Hancock  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellers  began  their  domestic 
life  on  a 160-acre  tract  of  heavily-timbered  land 
in  Henry  township;  but  with  characteristic  energy 
our  subject  began  to  clear  and  improve  this.  He 
tilled  and  fenced  the  place,  transformed  the  raw 
land  into  richly  cultivated  fields,  and  in  1S8S 
erected  a large  brick  dwelling,  the  finest  home  in 
the  township.  He  was  a very  energetic  and 
progressive  man,  and  carried  forward  to  success- 
ful completion  whatever  he  undertook.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  owned  400  acres  of  land, 
having  purchased  240  acres  after  his  marriage. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellers  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren— Charles  S.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years; Daniel K..,  who  died  in  childhood:  Eliza  Ann, 
whodiedin  infancy;  Oliver  Albert,  Henry  Edmund, 
Emma  Jane  and  Yirgie  Evaline,  all  at  home;  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Fellers  was  an 
unswerving  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  a public-spirted  and  progressive  citizen.  He 
passed  away  December  10,  1894,  and  his  family 
mourned  the  loss  of  a loving  husband  and  father, 
while  his  many  warm  friends  shared  with  them 
in  their  grief.  Mrs  fellers  and  her  children  still 
reside  on  the  old  home  place,  but  the  land  is  now 
rented. 

James  Johnston,  a resident  of  Haskins,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  November  5,  1843. 

His  father,  John  Johnston,  was  a native  of 
Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  born  September  13. 

■ 815.  He  capie  to  America  in  1834,  and  lo- 
cated first  in  New  York  State,  where  he  met, 


and  March  5,  1841,  married  Margaret  Anderson, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland  February  9,  1816.  Re- 
moving to  Connecticut,  they  there  remained  un- 
til 1847,  when  they  came  to  Wood  county  and 
settled  in  Middleton  township  upon  some  swamp 
land,  out  of  which  they  developed,  in  the  course 
of  time,  a tine  farm.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Johnston,  who  took  an  interest  in  all 
public  questions  of  the  day,  was  originally  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican.  He  died  November 

3,  1891,  his  wife  April  17,  1889.  Of  their  four 
children,  two  are  now  living:  John  R.,  who  re- 
sides in  Bowling  Green,  and  James.  The  others 
were  Thomas,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
born  August  5,  1846,  and  died  April  ir,  1889, 
and  Margaret,  born  January  30,  1856,  and  died 
January  28,  1 862. 

The  subject  proper  of  these  lines  was  reared 
upon  the  old  farm,  attending  neighboring  schools 
during  his  boyhood.  He  was  married  September 

4,  1869,  to  Miss  Henrietta  Crook,  a native  of 
Perrysburg,  born  March  28,  1844,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Edith,  at  home;  Grace,  who  mar- 
ried W.  Garrett,  and  has  four  children — Hazel, 
Helen,  Henry  and  Bliss.  After  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Johnston  located  in  Haskins,  and  engaged 
in  the  general  mercantile  business,  later  opening 
a hardware  store,  and  making  a success  of  both 
enterprises.  In  May,  1895,  he  disposed  of  his 
interest,  and  retired  from  active  business.  He 
was  a soldier  during  the  war,  as  member  of 
Company  B,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  serving  in  Tennes- 

| see  and  Kentucky  for  about  nine  months,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  He 
is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  his  community.  Sociall}'  he  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. , and  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Henry 
Carter  Post  No.  56,  Haskins. 

W.  G.  M.  Avery,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  this  county,  now  residing  at  Bowling  Green, 
was  born  in  Ellisburg,  N.  Y. , February  10, 
1820.  He  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  his  ancestors 
were  early  settlers  in  New  York  State,  where  his 
father,  W.  R.  II.  Avery,  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life.  Pie  married  Miss  Poliy  Towsler,  also 
a native  of  New  York,  and  came  to  Medina  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  1833,  where  he  died  in  1880,  ai  the 
j age  of  eighty-four.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Rev- 
! olut ionary  war  and  drew  a pension  during  his 
, later  years.  An  active,  intelligent  thin  • :n 
in  old  age,  he  took  great  interest  in  pub.  afiairs 
and  was  an  ardent  believer  in  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party.  His  wife  died  in  Medina 
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county  in  1853,  at  fifty-seven  years  of  age.  They 
had  twelve  children:  Betsey,  who  married  A. 

Selkirk,  of  Wood  county — both  are  deceased;  Gil- 
bert, a resident  of  Plain  township,  Wood  county; 
Sallie,  deceased,  formerly  Mrs.  Shubal  Stevens, 
of  Orleans  county,  N.  V.;  W.  G.  M.,  our  sub- 
ject; Eleanor,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Noyce,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  both  deceased;  Lucy,  who  married 
John  Hardin,  of  Medina  county,  and  died  there; 
Melissa,  the  wife  of  John  Shaw,  of  Medina  coun- 
ty, both  of  whom  died  in  Wood  county;  William 
and  Thomas,  now  residents  of  Plain  township. 
Wood  county;  Mary,  deceased,  formerly  the  wife 
of  John  Meeker,  of  this  county;  and  John,  who 
died  at  two  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  was  thirteen  years  old  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Medina  county,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  In  1S41  he  began  to  make  hunt- 
ing trips  to  Wood  county  during  the  autumn  and 
winter,  and  on  one  of  these  excursions  he  met 
Miss  Narcissa- Meeker,  who  was  born  in  Hamil- 
ton county,  March  5,  1826.  They  were  married 
November  16,  1S44,  and  f°r  two  years  following 
lived  in  Medina  county.  In  1S46  they  came  to 
Center  township,  Wood  county,  and  settled  in 
the  woods,  far  from  any  road,  where  Mr.  Avery 
cleared  over  200  acres  of  land.  For  a number  of 
years  he  was  engaged  in  stock  raising  upon  a 
farm  of  140  acres,  but  he  retired  from  active  bus- 
iness in  1892.  He  still  owns  two  small  farms. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery’s  descendants  number  seven 
children  and  forty  grandchildren,  namely:  (1) 

Alice  A.,  born  October  17,  1S46,  married  John 
Dailey,  and  had  seven  children:  Owen,  Alena, 

Mina,  Gertrude,  Jennie,  Cora  and  George.  (2) 
Albert,  born  November  22,  1848,  lives  in  Plain 
township,  and  is  married  to  Miss  Rosa  Hughes,  by 
whom  he  had  three  sons:  Harley.  Homer,  and 

Allen.  (3)  Evaline,  born  November  5,  1851,  mar- 
ried Daniel  Barr,  of  Center  township,  and  had 
ten  children:  Narcissus,  Arnold,  Libbie,  May, 

Jennie,  Nannie,  Willis,  Clarence,  June,  and  Mer- 
rit.  (4)  Martha  Adelaide,  born  February  9,1854, 
married  M.  Witherow,  of  Plain  township,  and 
had  nine  children:  Earnest,  Walter,  Mary,  Lura, 
Washington,  Sadie,  Owen,  Orlie,  and  John.  15) 
Betsey  Ann,  born  November  18,  1857,  married 
James  Franklin,  and  died  March  18,  1886.  Two 
children  of  this  union  are  liv  ing — Lovenia  and 
Charles  — a third,  Howard,  died  in  infancy.  (6) 
Ella,  born  July  29,  1859,  married  George  Barr, 
of  Center  township,  and  had  six  children:  Arthur, 
Allen,  Alice,  Ethel,  Robert,  and  Roily.  7 , Wash- 
ington G. , born  February  4,  1861,  married  Viola 
Snyder,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  lives  in  Center 
township;  they  have  three  children:  Claud, 


Ethel,  and  Sylva.  There  are  also  six  great-grand- 
children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery  have  brought  up  more 
than  twenty  children  in  their  home,  at  different 
times.  They  are  interested  in  all  religious  and 
philanthropical  movements,  and  have  been  for 
many  years  leading  members  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church.  Mr.  Avery  is  a Democrat  politic- 
ally, and  was  at  one  time  elected  director  of  the 
county  infirmary. 

Thomas  Forrester,  deceased.  The  subject 
of  t-his  sketch,  who,  until  a few  years  ago,  held 
an  honored  place  among  the  fast-thinning  ranks 
of  Wood  county’s  pioneers,  was  born  in  Scot- 
land, September  22,  [822.  He  was  one  of  the 
nine  children  of  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Stein)  For- 
rester, and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years.  They  located  in  \\  eb- 
ster  township,  where,  not  long  afterward,  he  en- 
tered eighty  acres  of  land  on  his  own  account,  to 
which  he  added  as  his  fortunes  improved.  A 
man  of  great  industry  and  courage,  he  overcame 
the  many  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life,  and 
early  established  himself  successfully  in  his  chos- 
en home.  He  was  married,  in  1848,  to  Miss 
Annie  Davidson,  of  Webster  township,  who  was 
born  in  Scotland,  October  21,  1824.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union:  Robert,  a farmer, 

and  trustee  of  Webster  township;  James  M.,  a 
farmer,  and  trustee  of  Center  township;  Walter 
a farmer  of  Webster  township;  and  three  who 
are  now  deceased — Thomas.  Andrew  and  William. 

Mr.  Forrester  took  an  influential  pare  in  all 
local  affairs,  and  was  school  director  and  super- 
visor for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1892.  His  wife  survives  him,  and  with* 
her  sister.  Miss  Margaret  Davidson,  resides  at 
the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  Forrester  can  recount 
many  interesting  reminiscences  of  the  early  days, 
when  wolves  and  Indians  roamed  near  her  home, 
and  she  recalls  the  time  when  Capt.  Wilkison  re- 
moved the  remnant  of  the  aborigines  from  Ohio 
to  the  Indian  Territory. 

Walter  Forrester,  the  sixth,  or  youngest, 
son  of  this  worthy  pioneer  couple,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 29,  1861,  in  Webster  township.  He  was  the 
“home  boy,"  and  being  enterprising  and,  indus- 
trious, he  gradual  1_\  came  into  the  management 
of  the  old  homestead,  which  he  still  conducts 
Shortly  after  his  marriage,  hi  188b.  his  father 
gave  him  the  deed  of  forty  acres  of  the  old  home- 
stead. on  which  h>-  bind  a >nnill  residence.  t- 
he  still  resides  lb  1-  prominent  ,11  all  puim 
movements  in  his  vicinity,  has  been  school  direct- 
or, filling  the  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  tU 
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people.  His  wife  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mrs. 
William  Fletcher,  a prominent  resident  of  Wood 
count).  She  is  a member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  Scotch  Ridge.  They  have  no 
children  living. 

Stephen'  Schallek.  In  the  beautiful  and 
historic  country  of  Switzerland,  this  gentleman 
was  born  in  February,  i 846.  His  father,  Benjamin 
Schaller,  was  also  a native  of  “the  land  of  the 
Alps,”  and  there  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing until  1851,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county, 
Ohio,  accompanied  by  his  family.  Here  he  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  in 
1 862 . His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ros-  I 
anna  Hanning,  and  their  family  numbered  nine 
children — Benjamin,  Frederick,  Simon  and  Alex- 
andra, all  farmers  of  Perrvsburg  township;  Lewis, 
an  agriculturist  of  Middleton  township;  Barbara, 
wife  of  John  Mosier;  Stephen;  Augustus,  a farm- 
er of  Middleton  township;  and  Rosie,  the  wife  of  j 
John  Isch.  of  Lake  township. 

Mr.  Schaller,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view. accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigra-  ; 
tion  to  America,  and  attended  school  in  Middle- 
ton  township.  He  early  became  familiar  with  : 
farm  labor  on  the  old  family  homestead,  where 
he  continued  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and 
was  then  employed  on  neighboring  farms  for  two 
years.  With  the  capital  thus  acquired  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  covered  with  timber 
and  water.  He  drained  the  place,  cleared  it  of 
the  trees,  and  to-day  possesses  one  of  the  best 
equipped  farms  in  Middleton  township.  A good 
barn  furnishes  ample  shelter  for  his  grain  and 
stock,  the  latest  improved  machinery  facilitates 
.his  labors,  and  a pleasant  residence  stands  as  a 
monument  to  his  diligence  and  enterprise.  He 
is  a self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  that  term, 
and  the  success  that  crowns  his  efforts  is  certain- 
ly well-merited. 

Mr.  Schaller  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
Democratic  party,  and,  though  he  has  never  been 
an  office-seeker  neglects  no  duty  of  citizenship, 
and  gives  a hearty  support  to  those  measures  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  In  1S79,  at 
M hitehouse,  Waterville  township,  Lucas  county, 
he  married  Sarah  Moser,  daughter  of  Christ 
Moser,  a native  of  Switzerland,  living  in  Grand 
Bapids.  Ohio.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are 
Louisa.  Herman,  Andrew,  Ernest,  Bertha.  Cora, 
and  Elmer. 

Will; am  Roller  is  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  most  higblv  improved  farms  of  the  county, 
and  his  name  stands  among  the  first  on  the  roll 


of  Middleton  township’s  leading  agriculturists. 
A native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  he  was  born  in 
Biglick  township,  Hancock  county,  JuneS,  1.848, 
and  is  a son  of  Michael  Roller,  who  was  born  in 
Ashland  county,  Ohio,  March  4,  1823.  The 
grandfather,  William  Roller,  was  associate  judge 
of  Hancock  county,  and  one  of  its  honored  pio- 
neer settlers,  while  his  brother,  L.  Roller,  was  the 
first  white  man  to  locate  in  Scott  township,  San- 
dusky county.  The  father  of  our  subject  re- 
moved from  Ashland  to  Hancock  county,  in 
[835,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  local- 
ity. • His  father  entered  1.200  acres  of  land  from 
the  government,  giving  to  each  of  his  children  a 
farm  of  160  acres.  He  married  Elizabeth  Swind- 
ler, of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  William;  Mrs. 

Sarah  Spar,  widow  of  Allen  Spar,  a fanner  of 
Hancock  county;  Mary  A.;  Philimena,  wife  of 
Jefferson  Huffman,  a farmer  of  Michigan;  George 
W.  and  Henry,  agriculturists  of  Hancock  count)- : 
Ida,  wife  of  Samuel  Tavlor,  a Hancock  count) 
farmer;  Lorana,  wife  of  Edward  Vicker;  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  a prominent  and  highly  esteemed  citizen,  and 
died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1883.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  for  a number  of  years 
served  as  township  trustee.  FI  is  widow  L still 
living  on  the  old  farm  in  Hancock  county. 

William  Roller  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  began  farming  lor  himself.  Of  .the 
ninety-six  acres  of  land  which  he  purchased,  and 
which  are  now  situated  in  the  center  of  a petro- 
leum field,  twenty  were  cleared,  but  the  remainder 
was  in  its  primitive  condition.  With  character- 
istic energy  he  began  to  improve  this,  has  drained 
it  by  ditching  and  tiling  and  now  the  once  wild 
land  yields  to  him  a handsome  return  for  his  care 
and  labor,  while  various  improvements  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise.  He  has 
a very  pleasant  country  home,  erected  at  a cost 
of  $2,000,  and  a barn,  the  cost  of  which  was 
$1,000,  affords  ample  shelter  for  the  stock,  of 
which  he  raises  good  grades.  He  possesses  an 
unfaltering  perseverance  that  is  not  daunted  by 
obstacles,  and  his  resolute  purpose  and  energy 
have  been  the  essential  factors  in  his  Saccos';. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Roller  is  a Democrat,  and  has 
served  as  trustee  of  Middleton  township  for  1 ’tic 
term,  and  was  the  Democratic  candidate  fi  r 
countv  commissioner  on  two  occasions,  wm.cn 
shows  his  high  standing  with  his  p ut).  IF: 
prominent,  faithful  and  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Dowling,  is  serving  as  trus- 
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tee  and  steward,  and  has  been  both  a teacher 
and  the  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
His  home  life  is  pleasant  and  he  has  an  interest- 
ing family.  In  1871  he  married  Martha  Ruck- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  April  2, 
1847,  one  of  the  eight  children  of  James  and 
Hannah  (Huffman)  Ruckrnan.  Seven  children 
grace  their  marriage:  James  T.,  a very  intelli- 

gent young  man,  and  a successful  school  teacher 
in  Dowling;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Charles  Clark; 
Florence,  Jay,  Mary,  Michael  and  William. 

Harrison  B.  Wood,  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  Liberty  township, 
was  born  on  October  16,  1S52,  in  this  State, 
and  is  one  of  the  fourteen  children  of  John  J.  and 
Ruhana  (Severance)  WTood.  During  his  early 
boyhood  his  parents  removed  to  Illinois,  and  he 
attended  school  in  Astoria,  that  State;  but  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  district  school  of  North 
Manchester,  Wabash  Co.,  Ind.  When  a youth 
of  sixteen  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living  by 
carrying  the  United  States  mail  from  North  Man- 
chester to  Lagro,  Inch,  following  that  pursuit 
for  two  years.  He  afterward  worked  as  a farm 
hand  and  in  sawmills,  and,  in  1871,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio. 

Two  years  later,  Mr.  Wrood  was  there  married 
to  Elizabeth  Crile,  and  to  them  has  been  born  a 
daughter,  Lillie,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Bowen, 
of  Jackson  township.  They  began  their  domestic 
life  on  an  eighty-acre  farm,  which  Mr.  Wood  pur- 
chased and  operated  for  some  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Henry  county,  w here  he  carried  on  the 
sawmill  business,  four  miles  northwest  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Ohio.  In  1886  he  brought  his  family  to 
W7ood  county,  and  purchased  a farm  of  forty 
acres  near  Bowling  Green,  which  he  conducted 
for  about  four  years.  He  sold  this  and  bought  a 
sawmill  in  Center  township.  Afterward  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township, 
twenty  acres  of  which  he  later  disposed  of.  He  has 
added  to  the  farm,  however,  until  it  now  com- 
prises 160  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a 
large  and  substantial  dwelling  and  good  barns. 
He  has  greatly  improved  the  property,  and  now 
has  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  tiie  com- 
munity. He  operates  a sawmill  upon  his  place, 
and  also  owns  one  in  Jackson  township. 

Mr.  Wood  owes  his  prosperity  entire!)  to  his 
own  efforts.  A resolute  purpose  and  enterprising 
perseverance  have  overcome  the  obstacles  he  has 
met,  and  his  own  industry  has  given  him  a place 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  adopted 
county.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart  Republican, 
and,  while  serving  as  constable  of  Fulton  county 


| for  five  years,  he  proved  his  efficiency  as  a pub- 
1 lie  officer. 

Luther  S.  Pugh,  a successful  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer  of  Richfield  township,  Henry  county, 

: is  a native  of  Weston  township,  Wood  countv, 

; born  February  3,  1848,  son  of  John  Pugh. 

Mr.  Pugh  attended  the  district  schools  when 
a boy,  and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he 
I was  twenty-seven  years  old.  In  1871,  however, 
he  had  commenced  life  for  himself  with  a capital 
j of  $200,  purchasing  eighty  acres  in  Milton  town- 
| ship,- which  he  improved.  In  1872  he  bought 
the  sixty-eight  acres  on  which  he  now  resides. 

! In  1883  he  secured  eighty  acres  more,  to  which. 

he  added,  in  1888,  109  acres,  and  in  February, 
j 1891,  104  acres,  making  a total  of  441  acres,  all 
! of  which  are  improved,  and  on  which  Mr.  Pugh 
has  erected  barns,  sheds,  outhouses,  etc.  One 
: hundred  acres  of  this  land  is  in  timber. 

On  April  13,  1*875,  our  subject  was  united  in 
j marriage,  in  Weston  township,  with  Miss  Har- 
riet Martin,  a daughter  of  James  Martin,  and  a 
j sister  of  William  Martin,  of  Weston  township. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pugh  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Rufo  M..  April  S,  1 S 7 8 ; John 

J.,  June  12,  1SS0;  William  Otis.  December  12. 

; 1885;  David  R.,  December  30,  188S;  Effie  S., 
October  11,  1892.  In  connection  with  his  farm- 
ing interests  Mr.  Pugh  has  one  of  the  finest  stone 
quarries  in  the  county.  Thousands  of  tons  of 
stone  have  been  used  in  manv  of  the  buildings 

j ^ O 

I in  Weston,  Custar  and  other  towns,  and  the 
j business  brings  him  in  from  one  to  two  thousand 
dollars  a year.  About  forty  loads  of  stone  are 
taken  from  the  quarry  every  day.  He  is  also  a 
breeder  of  cattle,  and  has  an  excellent  stock  of 
Aberdeens,  some  of  which  took  first  prize  at  the 
Wood  County  Fair  Mr.  Pugh  is  one  of  the 
most  practical  farmers  in  the  count}’,  and  is 
looked  upon  as  the  leading  agriculturist  in  Rich- 
field township.  He  is  a hard  worker,  and 
: cleared  125  acres  of  land,  cutting  the  rails  from 
the  timber  himself,  making  a record  in  one  sea- 
son of  6.000  rails.  In  this  work  he  has  often 
been  seriously  injured;  his  legs  have  been  broken 
1 several  times,  and  on  two  occasions  lie  set  the 
broken  parts  himself.  At  another  time  he  had 
two  of  his  rib'  broken. 

Mr.  Pugh  is  well  known  for  his  philanthrophy, 
and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy  pur- 
poses. On  every  occasion  he  has  donated 
twenty-five  cents  on  every  dollar’s  worth  of  stone 
purcha  d f 

He  is  progressive,  industrious,  and  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Henry  county;  he  is  a 
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.stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party,  but  not 
.-n  active  politician,  and  takes  a substantial  inter- 
, ..,t  in  local  educational  affairs. 

William  Smith,  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Bloomdale,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1829,  on  the  island  of  Bermuda,  of 
Scotch-Irish  parents. 

His  father,  fames  Smith,  a weaver  by  trade,  1 
served  for  twenty-six  and  one-half  years  in  the  . 
British  army,  enlisting  at  the  time  of  the  battle 
of  Waterloo,  but  he  did  not  take  part  in  any  of  I 
the  Napoleonic  wars.  While  stationed  in  Can- 
ada, he  married  Martha  Elder,  a native  of  County  i 
Derry,  Ireland,  and  sometime  afterward  was  or- 
dered to  Bermuda,  where  our  subject’s  birth  oc- 
curred. In  the  family  were  five  children:  John  j 

and  John  \Y.,  both  deceased  in  infancy;  Will- 
iam; James,  a carpenter,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  and 
Matilda,  wife  of  fames  Caskey,  of  Montgomery  | 
township,  Wood  county.  On  leaving  the  British 
army,  the  father  located  in  Scotland,  where  he  j 
followed  weaving  for  the  remainder  of  his  active 
life.  He  died  in  April,  1879,  at  the  age  of  j 
eighty  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  two  weeks 
before,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  They  now  lie 
buried  at  Newton  Stewart,  Wigtownshire,  Scot- 
land. 

William  Smith  was  about  nine  years  of  age 
when  his  father  left  the  army,  being  at  that  time 
a resident  of  Ireland,  and  his  childhood  days 
were  passed  in  several  different  places.  For  one 
year  the  family  resided  in  Glasgow,  and  then 
went  to  Newton  Stewart.  Our  subject’s  educa- 
tional privileges  were  limited,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  left  the  school-room,  and  began  learn- 
ing the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  required  five 
years'  apprenticeship,  before  he  was  deemed  a 
competent  workman,  so  thorough  are  trades 
learned  in  the  mother  country.  He  then  went  to 
Glasgow,  but  after  a year  returned  to  Newton 
Stewart.  Although  economical  and  industrious, 
he  was  unable  to  save  much  money,  and  as  he 
wished  to  launch  on  the  sea  of  matrimony,  and 
had  not  sufficient  means,  he  determined  to  come 
to  the  New  World,  where  better  opportunities 
are  offered  for  acquiring  a competence. 

On  May  26,  1853,  Mr.  Smith  sailed  from 
Glasgow,  on  the  “Java,’’  which  arrived  in  New 
'‘orb  seven  weeks  later.  His  destination ' was 
Slatiugton,  fourteen  miles  from  Allentown,  Le- 
high Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  had  an  aunt  living, 
:i|id,  on  arriving  at  that  place,  had  only  ten  cents 
retraining.  Inspired  by  the  hope  of  making  a 
home  in  America  for  himself  and  his  intended, 
whom  he  had  left  behind,  he  went  earnestl)  to  i 


work  at  shoemaking;  but  after  three  months  his 
trade  became  slack,  and  for  one  month  he  was 
employed  in  a slate  quarry.  It  was  now,  late  in 
the  fall  of  1853,  that  he  moved  farther  west  with 
his  uncle,  Hugh  Carr,  to  Logan  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  employed  the  following  winter 
driving  a team.  In  April,  1854,  he  hired  out  as 
a farm  hand  with  William  McDowell,  and  during 
the  following  summer  saved  enough  to  send  for 
his  intended  wife,  Miss  Margaret  Clanachan,  who 
was  a daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Laurie 
Clanachan,  and  was  born  in  Wigtownshire,  Scot- 
land; March  17,  1833.  She  left  Scotland,  and 
June  15,  1S54,  sailed  from  Liverpool,  arriving  in 
Logan  county,  Ohio,  August  21.  On  September 
9,  following,  the\'  were  married  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, that  county.  The}'  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  natnelv:  Tames,  a car- 

penter  of  Bloom  township;  Walter,  a farmer  of 
Perry  township;  J.  F. ; Samuel,  a carpenter  of 
Bloomdale;  Robert,  a clerk  of  Bloomdaie;  Rosa, 
wife  of  Albert  Stillwell,  of  Perry;  Mattie,  at 
home;  and  Mary  J..  who  died  in  infancy. 

For  a time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  wife  lived  with  Mr.  McDowell,  and  during  the 
following  winter  he  worked  at  his  trade.  In  the 
spring  of  1855,  however,  he  rented  twenty  acres 
of  land  in  Jefferson  township,  Logan  county,  near 
Zanesfield,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing until  leaving  that  county.  On  May  8,  1864. 
he  enlisted  in  the  one-hundred-days’  service,  be- 
coming a member  of  Company  I,  132nd  O.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Porter,  doing  service  mostly  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  on  being  discharged  at  Camp  Chase. 
Ohio,  in  September,  1S04,  he  returned  to  Logan 
county.  It  was  in  January,  1S65,  that  Mr.  Smith 
brought  his  family  to  Wood  county,  locating  on 
forty  acres  of  land  which  he  had  purchased  in 
Montgomery  township,  and  he  there  made  his 
| home  until  1871,  when  he  bought  eighty-seven 
and  one-half  acres  in  Section  30.  Perry  township, 
which  he  operated  until  November,  1893.  Since 
; that  time  he  has  resided  in  Bloomdale,  having 
1 erected  a comfortable  dwelling  there,  and  is  now 
living  retired  from  active  business  cares.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a stanch  Republican,  though  no  politi- 
| cian,  and  filled  the  office  of  trustee  of  Perry  t wn- 
ship.  He  holds  membership  with  the  l nited 
Brethren  Church,  to  which  he  is  a liberal  contrib- 
utor, has  served  as  trustee,  class-leader  and  super- 
intendent of  Sundav-school.  and  is  now  a teacher 
in  the  same.  He  is  a devout  Christian,  and  has 
ever  taken  a foremost  and  active  part  in  the  work 
of  the  Church.  In  April,  1879,  he  wassumm  nod 
to  Scotland  by  the  illness  of  his  aged  parents,  but 
arrived  too  late  to  see  them,  as  they  had  been 
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buried  two  weeks  before  he  reached  the  old  home. 
He  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  eight  times,  and  revis- 
ited many  of  the  scenes  of  his  youth.  In  1882 
his  wife  and  daughters — Rosa  and  Mattie — visited 
Scotland,  Mrs.  Smith  not  having  seen  her  mother 
for  nearly  thirty  years.  Although  he  has  been  a 
great  worker,  Mr.  Smith  is  still  well  preserved, 
and  he  is  a kind-hearted,  conscientious  gentleman, 
enjoying  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact. 

Jacob  Hartman.  Among  the  citizens  that 
Germany  has  furnished  to  Ohio,  is  this  well- 
known  farmer  of  Wood  county,  who  was  born 
in  Nassau,  November  5,  1850.  His  parents, 
Peter  and  Christina  (Dower)  Hartman,  were  also 
natives  of  Germany,  and  had  a family  of  four 
children,  namely:  Jacob;  Christ,  a farmer  of 

Middleton  township ; Emma,  wife  of  George 
Williams;  and  Eliza,  wife  of  John  Snyder.  In 
1852  the  father  came  with  his  family  to  America, 
and  located  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1857.  His  wife  afterward  mar- 
ried Joseph  Hofner,  and  they  had  three  children 
— Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Asmus;  Katie,  wife  of 
Henry  Stutzburg,  a farmer;  and  Michael,  an 
agriculturist  of  Middleton  township.  Mr.  Hof- 
ner died  in  1892;  hiswidow'now  makes  her  home 
with  George  Williams. 

Jacob  Hartman,  of  this  sketch,  obtained  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  worked 
upon  his  father’s  farm  until  nineteen  years  of 
age.  In  1S63  he  came  ’to  Wood  county  with 
his  mother,  who  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides,  comprising  fifty-five  acres.  This 
Mr.  Hartman  cleared,  transforming  the  wild 
tract  into  well-developed  fields.  In  1876  he 
purchased  the  old  homestead,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted the  farm,  on  which  he  has  erected  a fine 
residence  at  a cost  of  $1,500.  He  has  made  it 
cultivable  by  tiling  and  ditching,  and  is  to-day 
the  owner  of  a very  valuable  farming  property, 
which  yields  him  a handsome  return  for  his  labor. 

On  December  9,  1888,  in  Middleton  township, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hartman 
and  Miss  Eliza  Hattonroth,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  November  27,  1855,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Barbara  Elm)  Hattonroth.  They 
now  have  two  interesting  children—  Albert,  born 
June  15,  1890:  and  Frederick,  born  December 
18,  1892.  Their  home  is  a pleasant  and  hos- 
pitable one,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartman  have 
many  friends  in  tin  :r  locality.  In  his  political 
adherency  lie  is  a Democrat,  in  religious  faith 
he  is  a Lutheran,  his  membership  being  with  the 


Church  in  Haskins.  He  is  a man  of  genuine 
worth  and  thorough  reliability,  and  is  popular 
with  all  who  know  him. 

Abraham  Loe,  who  is  now  living  retired  in 
Jerry  City,  was  for  a number  of  years  engaged 
in  farming  in  Bloom,  township,  owning  a fine 
farm  of  seventy  acres.  Mr.  Loe  first  saw  the 
light  December  14,  1823,  in  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
where  his  father,  Robert  Loe,  was  born. 

When  eight  years  of  age  Robert  Loe  was 
bound  out  to  a farmer  living  west  of  Philadel- 
phia', remaining  with  him  until  he  reached  ma- 
turity, and  he  never  saw  his  father,  who  was  a 
seaman,  after  he  was  eight  years  old.  Robert 
Loe  enlisted  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  served  some 
eighteen  months,  much  to  the  displeasure  of  his 
“ master.”  He  was  married,  near  Philadelphia, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Seldenrick,  and  they  com- 
menced married  life  in  that  city,  where  two  or 
three  children  were  born  to  them.  Mr.  Loe 
drove  teams,  and  did  general  work.  They  subse- 
quently lived  for  a time  in  New  Jersey,  returning 
thence  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  remaining  until 
early  in  the  winter  of  1837,  when  they  migrated 
to  Ohio,  making  the  long,  tedious  journey  over 
the  mountains  in  wagons.  Locating  in  Belmont 
county,  Mr.  Loe  was  engaged  in  fanning  for  about 
two  years;  at  the  end  of  that  time,  in  connection 
with  his  son  William,  opening  a brick  yard. 
They  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  for 
years.  and  built  several  brick  houses  in  West 
Wheeling,  Belmont  county.  Mr.  Loe  removed 
to  Wood  county  six  months  after  his  son  Abra- 
ham (our  subject),  and  here  his  wife  died  about 
eighteen  months  later,  on  September  10,  1848, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Sugar  Grove  cemetery. 
The  entire  family  then  returned  to  Belmont 
county,  whence,  after  a residence  of  nearly  three 
years,  during  which  time,  in  1849.  Mr.  Loe  re- 
married (his  choice  this  time  being  Miss  Kizia 
McCulick  ',  Mr.  Loe  again  came  to  Wood  county. 
His  remains  now  rest  in  Sugar  Grove  cemetery, 
he  having  died  in  i86j,  his  wife  surviving  him 
until  [872.  He  was  originally  a Whig  in  politics, 
later  becoming  a Republican. 

Abraham  Loe  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  Philadelphia  public  schools  of  his  time, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  Belmont  county. 
Ohio*,  in  1837.  When  his  father  opened  the 
brick  yard  he  worked  in  it,  and  learned  the  busi 
ness,  following  it  for  some  time.  On  September 
5,  1844,  be  was  married,  in  Belm  nt  county, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Baird,  who  \\,«^  1 
of  Ohio  county,  W.  Va.,  born  about  182;,  al  mg 
Wheeling  creek,  (.laughter  of  James  and  Sylvena 
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(Wetzel)  Baird;  the  latter  was  a relative  of  Louis 
Wetzel,  the  pioneer  Indian  tighter,  so  well  known  ! 
in  this  locality.  The  young  couple  began  house-  ' 
keeping  in  West  Wheeling,  Belmont  county,  and  j 
Mr.  Loe  was  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  labor,  ! 
making  several  trips  to  New  Orleans  on  coal  : 
barges.  There  was  a doctor  living  in  West 
Wheeling  who  owned  forty  acres  of  land  lying  in 
Section  6,  Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  which 
he  offered  for  $50.  Our  -subject,  desiring  to 
commence  life  independently,  went  out  to  inves- 
tigate the  land,  borrowing  a horse  from  his  fa-  i 
t her,  and  also  rode  to  Perrysburg,  the  county 
seat,  to  look  up  the  title.  After  a ten-days'  trip 
he  returned  to  West  Wheeling,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing spring,  1846,  having  closed  the  purchase,  he 
came  to  his  land  and  made  a few  improvements  | 
on  it,  building  a log  house,  18x20  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, and  also  having  some  clearing  done.  In 
August,  same  year,  he  removed  his  family  hither, 
and  the)'  had  two  wagons  for  their  household 
goods;  but,  by  that  time,  "butter  weeds”  had 
sprung  up  within  the  cabin,  which  had  no  tloor, 
and  completely  filled  it.  Here  the  family  resided 
until  November,  1848,  when  they  returned  to 
Belmont  county,  Mr.  Loe’s  father  and  brothers  - 
having  also  returned  thither,  and  he  learned  and 
followed  the  bricklayer’s  trade  there  for  some 
time.  He  had  not  sold  his  Wood  county  tract, 
however,  and  in  January,  1854,  the  family  re- 
turned, making  the  trip  by  team,  and,  as  the 
weather  was  cold,  Mr.  Loe  had  a stove  in  the  i 
wagon,  which  added  greatly  to  their  comfort. 

While  in  Belmont  county  Mr.  Loe  had  bought 
thirty  acres  adjoining  his  original  purchase,  and 
before  his  return  he  had  his  log  house  moved  to 
the  new  land,  to  the  same  site  occupied  by  the 
present  residence  on  the  farm.  Here  Mr.  Loe 
resumed  farming,  and  continued  to  follow  that 
vocation  until  his  retirement,  in  1886,  from  act- 
ive life.  As  a result  of  his  persevering  industry 
and  thorough  attention  to  his  affairs  he  met 
with  gratifying  success,  and,  in  addition,  to  the 
farm  of  over  eighty  acres  in  the  township,  owns 
three  houses  and  lots  in  Cygnet,  Wood  county, 
and  his  comfortable  home  in  Jerry  City,  which  he 
built  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  the 
farm.  When  our  subject  was  married,  he  bor- 
rowed $40  from  his  brother  John,  with  which  to 
commence  housekeeping,  and,  as  he  has  worked 
hard  to  place  himself  in  his  present  position,  he 
well  deserves  the  prosperity  he  now  enjovs  with 
his  noble  wife,  who  was  never  less  readv  to  do  her 
share  in  making  a comfortable,  happy  home  for 
the  family.  In  September,  1S04,  this  honored 
couple  celebrated  their  gulden  wedding,  surround- 


ed by  their  family  and  numerous  friends.  A brief 
record  of  their  children  is  as  follows:  Albert  died 
in  Bloom  township,  leaving  a wife  and  one  child; 
Mary  f.  is  the  wife  of  James  H.  Whitacre,  James 
H.  is  a resident  of  North  Baltimore;  John  W. 
died  in  infancy;  Martin  L.  lives  in  Center  town- 
ship; Abraham  resides  in  Bloom  township;  Isaac 
has  his  home  in  Liberty  township;  Hattie  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Parsons,  of  Cygnet;  Neametta  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Whitacre,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship. In  religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loe 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  God.  Since  1891 
Mr.  Loe  has  been  a Prohibitionist,  and  previous 
to  that  time  he  gave  his  political  support  to  the 
Republican  party. 

Robert  P.  Willcox.  The  calling  of  a farm- 
er, while  not  so  prominent  in  the  estimation  of 
the  public  generally  as  that  of  a lawyer  or  physi- 
cian, or  perhaps  a merchant,  is  really  the  most 
necessary  to  the  growth  and  material  advance- 
ment of  any  county  or  State.  The  farmers  are 
the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country,  and  it  is  a vo- 
cation of  which  any  man  maybe  proud,  especially 
when  he  has  made  a success  of  it,  as  has  been  the 
case  with  the  man  whose  name  opens  this  sketch 
and  who  is  recognized  as  one  cf  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Wood 
county.  Mr.  Willcox  makes  his  home  in  Plain 
township,  near  Bowling  Green,  where  he  carries 
on  general  farming,  raising  and  breeding  stock, 
and,  as  a specialty,  has  devoted  much  time  and 
attention  to  the  culture  of  potatoes.  Of  these, 
during  the  past  year  he  has  grown  sixteen  varieties, 
and  has  been  most  successful  in  his  experiments 
with  them.  He  sends  all  over  the  country  to  pro- 
cure the  newest  varieties,  which  he  tests,  and 
those  which  have  special  merit  he  offers  for  seed 
purposes.  The  soil  is  naturally  adapted  to  grow- 
ing potatoes  of  splendid  quality,  and  the  yield 
averages  from  70  to  225  bushels  per  acre.  He 
plants  and  harvests  the  crop  by  machinery, 
thereby  saving  much  hard  labor.  Through  his  ex- 
tensive advertising  in  the  leading  farm  journals, 
he  has  become  widely  known  in  this  branch  of 
agriculture,  and,  although  one  of  the  youngest 
farmers  in  the  county,  has  already  made  a compe 
fence  by  good  management  and  close  application 
to  business. 

Mr.  Willcox  was  born  in  Stark  county.  111., 
August  20,  186;.  but  spent  his  youth  on  a larm 
near  Milan,  Krie  Co.,  Ohio,  to  which  his  lath  : 
had  removed.  lie  was  educated  in  the  district 
school  and  the  \V--st.  ru  Re.-erve  Normal  O'chool, 
at  Milan,  which  latter  institution  he  attended  for 
two  years,  graduating  in  the  Business  course 
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He  learned  the  trade  of  a printer,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  about  three  years,  until  poor  health 
forced  him  to  relinquish  that  calling.  In  1887 
he*came  to  Wood  county,  to  take  charge  of  his 
father’s  estate,  and,  as  he  is  a man  of  advanced 
ideas,  and  one  who  employs  the  newest  and  most 
approved  methods  in  everything,  he  has  made, 
as  has  already  been  stated,  a great  success  of  his 
undertakings.  Mr.  Willcox  is  an  extensive  reader, 
and  is  thoroughly  well-informed,  not  only  on 
the  general  news  of  the  day,  but  on  all  matters 
relating  to  agriculture.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  has,  so  far,  been  too  busily  engaged 
with  his  own  affairs  to  care  for  office  holding  or 
take  a prominent  part  in  party  motives.  He  was 
married  September  26,  18S8.  to  Miss  Rose  Hart, 
who  was  born  July  26,  1870,  and  died  June  12, 
1894,  leaving  one  child,  Sumner  Hart. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Robert  X.  and 
Elizabeth  (Root)  Willcox,  the  former  born  July- 
20,  1831,  in  Ledyard,  Conn.  When  twenty  years  I 
old  he  went  to  California  where  he  remained  nine 
years,  and  on  his  return  located  at  Toulon.  III., 
where  he  fanned  two  and  one-half  years.  He 
then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Wood  count\r  where  he  purchased  320  acres  of 
land.  He  subsequently  went  to  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living.  He 
is  a wealthy  farmer,  and  a prominent  man  in  his 
community.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in 
religious  belief  is  a Spiritualist.  His  father  was 
Robert  Willcox,  who  lived  and  died  in  Connect- 
icut. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Perry  Root,  was  born  in  Hebron,  Conn.  He  re- 
moved to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  and  was  killed  by 
the  kick  of  a horse  when  he  was  nearly  fifty-five  J 
years  old.  He  was  a man  widely  and  favorably  j 
known,  and  by  careful  management  became  one 
of  the  most  substantial  business  men  of  Erie 
county. 

Peter  Ziegler,  a venerable  and  highly- 
respected  resident  of  Bloomdale,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 11,  1806,  in  Chestnut  El  ill  township,  North- 
ampton Co.,  Pennsydvania. 

He  is  of  German  descent,  his  grandfather, 
Peter  Ziegler,  having  come  from  the  Fatherland 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  to  make  his  home 
in  Bucks  county,  Penn.  He  reared  a large 
family,  among  whom  was  Jacob  Ziegler,  our 
subject’s  father,  who  married  Elizabeth  Savers, 
a native  of  Northampton  countv,  and  settled  upon 
a farm  there.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  his  son  Peter,  then  a boy  of  six,  has  a 
distinct  recollection  of  his  return  home  on  fur-  . 


lough  from  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  stationed. 
About  the  year  1S17  the  family  removed  to  Co- 
lumbia county,  Penn.,  and  in  1831  came  to  Ash- 
land (then  Richland)  county,  Ohio,  settling  in 
Orange  township,  on  a tract  of  wild  land,  w hich 
they  improved  and  resided  upon  during  the  rest 
of  their  lives,  dying  at  a good  old  age.  They 
were  devout  members  of  the  Old-School  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  the  father,  who  took  an  in- 
terest in  all  public  questions  of  rhe  day,  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  They-  had  eight  children: 
Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Jacob  Shopbell.  of  Ash- 
land county;  Peter,  our  subject;  David,  who  died 
in  Illinois;  Samuel,  who  died  in  Fostoria;  Cath- 
erine (deceased),  formerly  the  wfife  of  Andrew 
Johns;  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Adam  Baum,  of 
Ashland;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Levi  McCauley,  of 
Ashland;  and  Sarah  (deceased),  who  married 
Michael  Ohl,  of  Ashland  county. 

Mr.  Ziegler  was  reared  upon  a farm,  and  re- 
ceived such  educational  advantages  as  the  neigh- 
boring schools  afforded.  Until  he  was  twelve 
years  old  he  attended  a Dutch  school,  and,  when 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Columbia  county- 
placed  him  suddenly  in  a school  where  English 
was  spoken  exclusively,  he  was  badly  handicapped, 
as  he  could  not  then  speak  a w ord  of  that  lan- 
guage. 

On  January  1,  1S30,  he  was  married  in  Colum- 
bia countv,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Fullmer,  who 
was  born  February  1,  181 1,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Gardner)  Fullmer,  early  settlers  in  that 
locality,  who  in  later  years  removed  to  Ashland 
county-,  Ohio,  w-here  they  died  well  advanced  in 
years.  Mr.  Ziegler  had  but  little  of  this  world's 
goods  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  a horse,  colt 
and  $100  in  money  being  the  sum  total  of  his 
gains  so  far.  He  rented  a farm  for  a time  and 
in  April,  1834,  he  brought  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren— Caroline,  John,  and  Daniel — to  Orange 
township,  Richland  (now  Ashland)  Co.,  Ohio, 
traveling  for  fourteen  days  in  a covered  wagon 
Tavern  keepers  in  those  times  kept  houses  for 
the  convenience  of  movers,  who  carried  their 
bedding  and  cooked  their  own  food.  He  traded 
one  of  his  best  horses  for  forty  acres  of  new  land, 
a cabin  16x16,  and  a small  garden  spot,  in 
June,  1852.  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  Bloom 
township,  to  which  he  removed  in  September  M 
that  year,  adding  eighty  acres  a few  months  later. 
He  now  owns  192  acres  of  land,  much  of  it  being 
valuable  oil  property.  In  December,  1887.  he 
moved  to  Bl<  omdale  to  enjoy  in  quiet  the  fruit- 
of  his  previous  ye  ns  of  toil,  and  here  his  wile, 
who  had  been  a faithful  helpmeet  in  all  his  efforts, 
passed  to  her  long  rest  November  6.  1802.  it 
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the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  after  sixty-two  years,  j 
ten  months  and  five  days  of  married  life.  Both  | 
had  been  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
from  childhood.  Mrs.  Ziegler  was  robust  and  act-  ; 
ive  up  to  a few  weeks  before  her  death  from  | 
heart  disease,  doing  all  her  own  housework. 
They  had  eleven  children,  whose  names  and  dates 
of  birth,  etc.,  are  as  follows:  Caroline,  Septem- 

ber 23,  1S30,  married  John  A.  Simon,  and  died 
in  Bloom  township;  John,  December  4,  1831,  is 
a farmer  in  Kansas;  Daniel,  July  19,  1S33,  lives 
in  Putnam  county;  Catherine,  February  23,  1835, 
is  the  widow  of  William  Leathers,  who  was  killed 
May  7,  1872,  in  a gristmill  at  Eagleville,  and  she 
now  lives  with  her  father;  Hannah,  February  3, 
1837,  is  the  widow  of  Isaac  Fellers,  of  Findlay:  I 
Jacob,  January  1,  1839,  lives  in  Fulton  county, 
111. ; Elizabeth,  March  21,  1845,  is  the  widow  of 
Samuel  Heaten,  and  lives  in  Eagleville;  Sarah, 
June  17,  1844,  is  now  Mrs.  George  Brownheller, 
of  Bloom  township;  Peter,  January  4,  1847,  i 

lives  in  Lincoln  Center,  Kans.  ; Emanuel,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1850,  is  a prominent  farmer  of  Bloom 
township;  and  Adaline,  March  26,  1S53,  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two.  These  children  have 
done  credit  to  their  parents,  all  having  become 
good  and  prosperous  citizens.  “Uncle  Peter  ’’ 
has  w’orked  hard  for  his  success,  and  in  early 
days,  when  other  farmers  were  enjoying  the  fire- 
side in  winter,  he  w’ould  be  hauling  merchandise  ' 
to  and  from  Fostoria,  for  the  old  pioneer  mer- 
chant, James  M.  Bronson,  of  Eagleville,  earning 
many  dollars  in  this  way.  He  is  still  in  tine 
health,  and  retains  his  faculties  wonderfully,  his 
memory  being  remarkable,  and,  as  he  is  a 
great  reader,  he  is  well-informed  on  the  questions 
of  the  time.  He  has  been  a Democrat  from  the 
time  of  Andrew  Jackson,  casting  a vote  for  his 
party  at  ever}’  election,  township,  county.  State 
and  National.  He  never  aspired  to  office,  pre-  j 
ferring  to  give  his  attention  to  his  own  business,  j 
but  he  has  held  some  minor  township  offices,  and 
has  taken  especial  interest  in  the  improvement  of 
the  schools. 

W.  G.  Conkev,  a prominent  and  representa- 
tive farmer  of  Liberty  township,  residing  in  Sec-  1 
tion  34,  located  thereon  in  1880,  at  which  time 
he  came  to  the  county  from  Bluffton,  Allen 
Co.,  Ohio.  The  place  of  his  nativity  is  Van  Buren 
county,  Mich.,  where  his  birth  took  place  on  the 
27th  of  March,  1853,  and  lie  is  a son  of  George 
V.  and  Anna  (Halstead)  Conkev.  the  former 
a native  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Michigan. 
The  y were  married  in  V an  Buren  county,  and 
there  the  father  engaged  in  farming  until  his  re- 
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moval  to  Eagle  Center,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
1861,  where  he  carried  on  a cooper  shop  for 
some  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
1857,  leaving  the  following  named  children: 
Mrs.  Rosana  King,  of  Berrien  county,  Mich.  ; 
Mrs.  Betsy  Ruggies,  of  Stark  county,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Chloe  Hall,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Shepherd,  of 
Tennessee;  Leonard  Conkey,  of  Grand  Rapids. 
Mich.;  W.  G.,  of  this  review;  and  G.  V.,  of  Cal- 
houn county,  Mich.  At  Eagle  Center,  in  185s. 
the  father  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Elizabeth  Bender,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children — Mrs.  Anna  Green,  of  Hancock  count}- . 
Ohio;  and  John,  who  was  accidentally  killed  at 
the  age  of  eight  years.  In  1869,  Mr.  Conkey 
took  up  his  residence  at  Bluffton,  Allen  Co.. 
Ohio,  where  he  departed  this  life  in  1891,  but 
his  wife  still  makes  her  home  there. 

The  educational  advantages  which  our  sub- 
ject received  were  such  as  were  afforded  by  the 
common  schools  of  Van  Buren  county,  Mich., 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Allen  county,  where  he  remained  until 
becoming  a resident  of  Wood  county.  In  Lib- 
erty township,  in  1877,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Minerva  Stockwell,  who  was  born  in 
Hancock  county,  and  is  a daughter  of  George 
and  Nancy  Stockwell,  natives  of  New  York.  At 
a very, early  day  they  became  residents  of  Han- 
cock county,  where  their  deaths  occurred. 

As  before  mentioned,  Mr.  Conkey  came  to 
Liberty  township  in  [S80,  and  two  years  later 
purchased  his  present  farm,  which  was  then  but 
partially  improved,  but  now  yields  to  the  owner 
bountiful  returns  for  the  care  and  labor  he  be- 
stows upon  it.  He  devotes  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  general  farming,  and  for  nine  successive 
years  he  has  been  teaming  for  the  Ohio  Oil  Co  : 
he  has  two  good  oil  wells  upon  his  place,  which 
add  materially  to  his  income.  Seven  children 
have  come  to  brighten  the  home  of  our  subject 
and  his  excellent  wife,  who,  in  order  of  birth,  art 
as  follows:  Frank,  Rosana,  John,  Sadie,  Belle, 
William  and  Ella. 

Mr.  Conkey  takes  a leading  and  active  part 
in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  county;  has  been 
for  six  years  one  of  the  trustees  of  Libertv  tow  n- 
ship; for  eleven  years  has  been  a member  of  the 
school  board,  and  has  also  held  the  office  of  con- 
stable. In  his  political  views  he  is  an  ardent 
Democrat,  while  religiouslv  he  holds  to  the  f nth 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  attending 
services  at  South  Liberty.  He  takes  quit'"  .1 
prominent  part  in  civic  societies,  belonging  t. 
Vitas  Lodge  No.  602,  I.  v).  t >.  ! of  ferry 
Wood  countv;  Enterprise  Encampment  No.  724, 
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of  Milton  Center;  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
Lodge  No.  553,  at  Wingston,  Ohio. 

David  Gunder,  who,  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  has  made  his  home  in  Portage  township, 
is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  December  22, 

1838,  in  Dauphin  county,  son  of  Isaac  and  Susan 
(Heller)  Gunder,  who  were  farming  people  of 
Dutch  and  Scotch  ancestry. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  from 
Dauphin  county  to  Franklin  county,  Penn.,  and 
in  1849  came  to  Ohio,  locating  first  in  Crawford 
county,  where  Mrs.  Gunder’s  parents  lived.  In 
the  spring  of  1850  they  settled  in  Perry  town- 
ship, Wood  count}  , where  Mr.  Gunder  had  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition, and  there  they  made  a permanent  home. 
He  became  prosperous,  but  during  his  later  years 
was  unfortunate  in  losing  his  property  through 
going  bail  for  friends,  and  our  subject  provided  a 
comfortable  home  for  his  parents  during  theii 
declining  years.  They  now  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  West  Millgrove.  They  reared  a large  family, 
of  whom,  Sarah  married  Joshua  Slorp,  and  died 
in  Crawford  county,  Ohio;  Eliza,  who  is  unmar- 
ried, is  living  in  Perrysburg;  Daniel  is  a resident 
of  East  Tennessee;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Den- 
nis Shinew,  of  Portage;  Isaac  lives  in  Michigan; 
David  is  the  subject  of  these  lines:  John  lives  in 
W,Tood  county;  Solomon  became  a member  of  the 
49th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Missionary  Ridge;  Rebecca  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years;  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Mel  War- 
ren, of  Richland  county,  Ohio;  Samuel  is  a resi- 
dent of  West  Millgrove,  Ohio;  Benjamin  lives  in 
Perrysburg. 

Our  subject  was  about  twelve  years  old  when 
the  family  settled  in  Wood  county,  and  he  at- 
tended school  only  one  w'inter  here.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  disadvantages  which  the  youth  of 
that  day  experienced  in  acquiring  even  an  ordi- 
nary education,  he  was  hampered  by  defective 
eyesight,  and  also  suffered  from  the  fever  and 
ague,  so  common  in  this  section  when  the  region 
was  little  more  than  a swamp.  When  fifteen 
years  old  he  commenced  to  work  for  other 
farmers,  and  he  also  engaged  in  different  lines  of 
work,  being  employed  in  a shingle  mill  for  a time, 
working  with  the  surveying  corps  on  the  Dayton 
& Michigan  railway,  between  Perrysburg  & Toledo, 
and  was  also  employed  at  grading.  In  March, 

1839,  he  was  married,  in  Montgomery  township, 
Wood  county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Clemens,  who 
was  born  in  Loudon  township,  Seneca  count}, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Clemens,  a farmer.  The 
young  couple  lived  with  his  parents  for  a short  i 


time,  and  after  that  lived  on  rented  land  in 
various  places  in  Perry  township,  Wood  countv, 
and  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  countv,  in  the 
latter  place  renting  one  farm  of  Dr.  R..  C.  Caples, 
of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  for  twelve  years.  In  February. 
1875,  Mr.  Gunder  removed  his  family  to  their 
present  home  in  Portage  township,  Wood  countv, 
which  comprises  eighty  acres  of  good  land  in 
Section  24,  but  which  at  that  time  was  in  its 
primitive  condition,  not  even  a building  standing 
on  the  place.  But  since  ^ne  has  conducted  the 
place  it  has  changed  materially,  buildings  and 
! fences  have  been  erected,  and  he  has  made  a fine 
home  for  himself  and  family  by  incessant  hard 
j work.  He  is  a self-made  man  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  word,  and  is  respected  by  all  who 
know  him  for  his  industry  and  integrity.  Mr. 
Gunder  has  witnessed  the  transformation  of  this 
; entire  section  of  Ohio,  for  when  they  came  here 
the  country  was  still  a forest,  and  his  father's 
family  made  the  entire  trip  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Crawford  county,  Ohio,  and  from  Crawford 
! county  to  Wood  county,  in  a large  covered 
; wagon  drawn  by  four  horses. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunder  are  the  parents  of  two 
children — John,  who  is  a carpenter,  and  Harry  5., 
both  living  at  home.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  U.  B.  Church,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat.  He  is  a regu- 
lar voter,  but  aside  from  that  takes  no  active 
part  in  public  affairs. 

Samuel  Morehouse  belongs  to  one  of  the 
i pioneer  families  of  Wood  county,  and  was  born 
in  Milton  township,  August  7,  1857.  His  father. 
Savenus  Morehouse,  was  born  in  Paulding  county, 
Ohio,  but  the  grandfather  was  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania; the  former  married  Cynthia  Fuller,  and 
they  became  parents  of  the  following  named 
children— -Leonard,  a leading  farmer  of  Milton 
township;  Mary,  wife  of  George  Brant,  of  To- 
ledo, Onio;  Silas,  of  Milton  township;  S.  Jane, 
wife  of  John  Finney,  of  Jackson  township;  Sam- 
uel, a farmer  of  Milton  township;  Rosina,  wife  of 
Wert  Williams,  of  Jackson  township;  Anna,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and  Ira,  who  died 
while  serving  in  the  Union  army  as  a member  of 
Company  I,  68th  O.  Y.  I.  The  father,  who  was 
born  Julv  1,  1S16,  died  April  1 1 . 1893,  and  tin. 
mother,  who  was  born  April  6,  1820,  died  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1894. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  old  home  farm, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  started  out  to  undo 
his  own  living,  being  employed  as  a farm  hand 
at  $1  per  day.  In  1870  he  began  farming  with 
his  brother  Leonard,  and  the  business  relations 
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| .ctween  them  still  exist.  He  is  a man  of  ex- 
cellent business  ability,  enterprising  and  indus- 
trious, and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his 
land  indicates  his  careful  supervision. 

Mr.  Morehouse  was  married  in  Milton  town- 
ship, August  4,  1887,  to  Miss  Annie  Penterburg, 
a native  of  this  locality,  born  December  17, 
1S69.  The  children  that  grace  this  union  are: 
Nellie  May,  born  March  26,  1889;  Pearl,  born 
January  29,  1S91;  Earl  Wayne,  born  January  7, 
1893;  aiid  Hazel,  born  December  29,  1894.  Mr. 
Morehouse  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  is 
deeply  interested  in. the  growth  and  success  of  his 
party.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  of  Milton  Center. 

It  will  be  interesting  in  this  connection  to  note 
something  more  of  the  brother  with  which  Mr. 
Morehouse  is  in  business.  Leonard  Morehouse 
is  also  a native  of  Milton  township,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  December  18,  1846.  He  is  indebt- 
ed to  the  common  schools  for  his  educational 
privileges;  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  began 
to  earn  his  own  living  by  working  as  a farm  hand, 
a pursuit  which  he  followed  until  twenty-eight 
vears  of  age.  During  the  war  he  manifested  his 
loyalty  to  the  government  by  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany i,  144th  O.  V.  I.  and  continuing  in  the 
service  until  honorably  discharged  in  September, 
1864.  On  his  return  he  resumed  work  as  a farm 
hand,  being  thus  employed  until  1875,  when  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  his  present  farm.  Now, 
in  connection  with  his  brother,  he  owns  and  op- 
erates 120  acres,  and  the  two  gentlemen  are 
numbered  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the 
community.  His  political  support  is  also  given 
the  Republican  party.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , and  the  G.  A.  Iv.  Post  at 
Weston. 

Adam  Beil,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Middleton  township,  was  born  March  6,  1S45, 
in  Germany.  His  father,  Martin  Beil,  followed 
the  occupation  of  a farmer,  married  Lraulein 
Lena  Winter,  and  reared  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren: Lizzie,  the  wife  of  John  Weihl;  Adam, 

our  subject;  Rena,  deceased,  formerly  the  wife 
of  Fred  Brand;  and  Conrad,  a farmer  of  Wash- 
ington township. 

Mr.  Beil  came  to  America  in  i860,  having, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  already  acquired  a fair  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
learned  the  details  of  farm  work  under  his 
father’s  guidance.  For  four  years  he  worked  in 
Huron  county  as  a farm  laborer,  and  then  rented 
a farm  there,  which  he  kept  for  three  years.  In 
1868  he  came  to  Wood  county  and  bought  forty 


acres  of  land  near  Haskins,  to  which  he  has 
added  as  time  passed,  until  he  now  owns  120 
acres,  all  under  improvement,  with  ditching,  t i 1 - 
■ ing,  comfortable  barns  and  a hue  dwelling  house. 

He  is  a man  of  good  business  judgment  and  great 
j enterprise,  and  he  gives  much  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  blooded  stock.  His  success  is  due 
to  hard  work  and  wise  management,  as  he  had  to 
make  his  own  way  from  the  time  he  left  the 
Fatherland.  He  was  married  in  Middleton  town- 
ship in  1S72  to  his  first  wife.  Miss  Louisa  Bishop, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children:  Lizzie,  who  mar- 

ried Fred  Dower,  a farmer  in  Middleton  town- 
ship; August,  a farmer  on  the  homestead;  Julia, 
Frederick,  and  Edie,  who  are  at  home,  and 
Louisa,  who  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Beil  died 
in  1883,  and  our  subject  was  married  in  18S4  to 
Miss  Alice  Heeter.  One  child  was  born  of  this 
union,  Philipina.  Mr.  Beil’s  father  died  in  Ger- 
many, and  the  widowed  mother  came  to  this 
country  to  reside  with  our  subject,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  1 SS4 . 

In  politics  Mr.  Beil  is  a Republican,  and  he 
possesses  great  influence  in  local  affairs.  For 
; six  years  he  has  been  a school  director,  and  a 
member  of  the  township  board,  and  he  is  now 
| serving  his  fourth  term  as  township  trustee.  He 
| gives  to  the  discharge  of  every  official  duty  the 
: same  faithful  industry  which  has  brought  him 
success  in  other  lines,  and  he  enjoys  the  complete 
j confidence  of  the  community.  He  is  a member 
| of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  of  which  he 
is  trustee  and  elder,  and  he  has  been  for  many 
years  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Robert  Pickering.  Of  the  worthy  citizens 
that  England  has  furnished  to  Wood  county  none 
J are  more  deserving  of  representation  in  this  his- 
tory than  the  gentleman  whose  name  begins  this 
sketch.  A native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  he  was 
born  December  iS,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph 
and  Jennie  (Widdle)  Pickering,  natives  of  England, 
in  which  country  they  spent  their  entire  lives. 
Their  family  numbered  nine  children. 

From  early  life  our  subject  has  been  depend- 
ent upon  his  own  resources,  and  whatever  success 
he  has  achieved  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 
When  a boy  of  only  eight  summers  he  began 
earning  his  living  by  caring  for  sheep  on  a farm 
In  return  he  received  his  board  and  clothing. 
After  two  vears  thus  passed  he  worked  as  a la- 
borer for  small  wages,  but.  believing  he  could  bet- 
ter his  financial  condition  in  \merica,  he,  in  1850, 
took  passage  on  a sailing  vessel,  which  weighed 
anchor  at  Liverpool,  and  six  weeks  later  reached 
New  York  There  he  worked  for  an  uncle  fi>r 
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four  years.  He  afterward  came  to  Ohio,  locating 
in  Monroeville,  Huron  county,  in  1854;  but,  in  a 
short  time,  with  two  of  his  countrymen,  he  came 
to  Wood  count)',  locating  in  Middleton  township, 
where  together  they  purchased  160  acres  of  land. 
This  they  cleared  and  then  divided,  and  upon  his 
portion  our  subject  erected  a comfortable  dwell- 
ing, good  barns  and  other  necessary  buildings. 
He  has  also  tiled  the  place,  and  now  has  a valu- 
able and  richly  cultivated  tract,  to  which  he  has 
also  added  forty  acres,  making  this  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farms  of  the  neighborhood. 

In  1864  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Pickering  and  Mrs.  Poll)'  A.  Duncan,  who  was 
born  in  New  York,  in  1835.  They  have  four 
children — Mary  B.,  wife  of  Andrew  Knauss,  a 
farmer  of  Middleton  township;  Robert  L...  who 
farms  a part  of  the  homestead;  Merti-e,  wife  of 
Perry  Puitz,  an  agriculturist;  and  Estella,  who 
married  J.  Hires,  a laborer,  and  to  them  was  born 
a daughter,  and  then  the  mother  died  of  con- 
sumption at  the  age,  of  twenty-three  years.  The 
parents  hold  membership  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Pickering  is 
a Republican,  and  has  served  as  supervisor  one 
term.  He  has  led  a busy  and  useful  life,  and  his 
record  is  a most  creditable  one,  for  he  has  worked 
his  way  steadily  upward  from  a humble  position 
to  one  of  affluence.  Such  a record  is  well  worthy 
of  emulation. 

James  Gibson.  Prominent  among  the  more 
intelligent,  active  and  enterprising  citizens  of 
Troy  township,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  biography.  His  reputation  for 
integrity  and  industry  is  second  to  none  in  the 
county,  and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  now  owns  the  old  homestead  of 
the  family,  which  comprises  162  acres  of  land, 
and  thereon  has  made  his  home  some  forty-six 
years.  The  premises  are  kept  in  good  order,  and 
invariably  attract  the  attention  of  the  traveler 
through  this  region  as  the  home  of  plenty. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Genesee  county, 
Mich.,  in  1847,  and  >s  a son  °f  David  and  Abigail 
(Dilly)  Gibson.  The  father  was  born  and  reared 
near  Dundee,  Scotland,  and  when  about  thirty 
years  of  age  left  his  native  land  for  -the  New 
World.  On  arriving  in  New  York  he  went  to 
Michigan,  and  in  Genesee  count)  operated  a 
farm  until  coming,  in  1830,  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  purchased  a partially-improved  farm  of 
122  acres,  on  which  stood  a log  house.  In 
Genesee  county  he  had  married,  and  on  coming 
to  this  country  he  located  upon  this  land,  which 
he  cleared  and  cultivated,  erecting  thereon  a good 


frame  dwelling.  On  that  farm  he  made  his  hom  e 
i until  1875,  when  he  removed  to  East  Toledo, 
j Ohio,  where  he  departed  this  life  in  1887;  his 
wife  died  very  suddenly  in  Jamestown,  Penn.,  in 
1882.  In  their  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren; Mrs.  Sarah  Dennison,  of  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Stephen,  deceased;  James,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
May,  who  makes  her  home  in  East  Toledo, 
Ohio;  and  David,  deceased. 

During  his  childhood,  James  Gibson  attended 
j the  schools  of  Troy  township,  and  contributed 
his  share  to  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  In  187; 
he  was  married  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  the 
j lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Elmira  Herman,  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  a daughter  of  Henrv 
and  Clarinda  (Webster)  Herman,  he  of  German 
nativity,  and  she  of  Ohio,  but  they  early  became 
residents- of  Sandusky  county,  where  the  father 
still  lives.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  namely;  James  E.  'who 
is  attending  school  at  Ada,  Ohio),  Linda,  Herman 
R. , Florence  and  Margaret. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Gibson  is  an 
inflexible  adherent  to  the  doctrines  and  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served  as  county 
commissioner.  He  is  a public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising man,  taking  an  active  part  and  interest 
j in  everything  which  seems  to  promise  a benefit 
to  the  community,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  neighbors.  Socially  he  is  con- 
nected with  Maumee  Valley  Lodge  No.  515. 
I.  O.  O.  F.  ; Perrysburg  Lodge  No.  524,  K.  P. . 

! and  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Honor  No.  3490, 
of  Stony  Ridge. 

William  Digby.  Among  the  reliable,  intel- 
ligent and  substantial  farmers  of  Washington 
township,  there  is  probably  none  who  stands 
higher  in  the  public  estimation  than  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  begins  this  sketch.  He  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Erie  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  on  December  29,  1 S 5 4,  and  he  re- 

mained on  the  home  farm  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  during  which  time  the  public  schools  01 
Washington  township  afforded  him  his  educa- 
tional privileges.  His  wife  owned  forty  acres  ot 
land  in  Section  14.  to  which  he  bought  fort) 
more,  fifteen  ot  which  he  cleared  and  improved 
but  lie  has  since  sold  forty  acres  of  the  amount 
In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  hi.-  own  land.  h< 
also  operates  eighty-seven  acres  belonging  to  h - 
father.  On  his  place  he  has  a good  dwelling, 
which  he  erected  at  a cost  of  $Coo.  and  a general 
air  of  thrift  pervades  the  entire  tract. 

It  was  in  Washington  township,  Septerm 
5,  1875,  that  Mr.  Digby  was  married,  the  Div 
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I;f  his  choice  being  Miss  Martha  jane  Burditt, 
uui  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Myrtle  Belle,  who  was  born 

December  8,  1876,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H. 
Russell,  of  Plain  township,  a son  of  Albirtus 
Russell;  Lottie  Alice,  born  December  21,  1878; 
Lilly,  born  September  1,  1881;  and  Cora,  born 
October  23,  1883.  The  three  youngest  are  still 
at  home. 

Mr.  Digby,  politically,  is  a Republican,  and 
takes  a genuine  interest  in  the  enterprises  set  on 
foot  for  the  progress  and  welfare  of  his  adopted 
county.  For  four  years  he  served  as  supervisor, 
and  the  same  length  of  time  held  the  office  of 
school  director.  He  holds  membership  with  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  in  which  order  he  has 
filled  the  chairs  of  master,  chaplain  and  steward, 
all  for  two  years  each.  Religious  work,  however, 
receives  a great  share  of  his  attention,  has  been 
class-leader  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  four  years, 
circuit  steward  three  years,  and  at  present  has 
six  churches  under  his  charge,  namely:  The 

Washington  Chapel ; the  Centennial,  two  miles 
north  ofTontogany;  the  one  in  Grand  Rapids; 
the  Custar  Circuit;  Old  Beaver  Creek  and  Liber- 
al Branch.  He  was  sent  as  a delegate  to  the 
conference  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  at 
Chicago  Junction,  and  everything  tending  to  ad- 
vance the  moral  welfare  of  the  community  re- 
ceives his  earnest  support  and  co-operation;  he  is 
also  a member  of  Tontogany  Lodge  No.  755, 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

George  Unkart  (deceased)  was  a prominent 
farmer  in  Washington  township,  Wood  county, 
and  was  numbered  among  the  “boys  in  blue, " 
who,  through  the  long  \ears  of  the  Civil  war, 
followed  the  old  flag  until  it  waved  victoriously 
over  the  conquered  South.  His  military  record, 
and  that  of  his  private  career,  were  alike  honor- 
able. He  was  born  in  Germany,  December  17, 
1843,  a son  of  Martin  and  Rosa  (Fox)  Unkart, 
natives  of  the  same  country,  and  whose  family 
numbered  nine  children.  In  i860  the  father  came 
to  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  and  died  near  Fre- 
mont. 

In  his  native  land  our  subject  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  and  in  1858  came,  to  America. 
'A  hen  the  Civil  war  was  begun  he  enlisted,  Octo- 
ber 17,  1 86 1 , in  Company  H,  721!  O.  V.  I.,  Col. 
Puickland,  participating  in  all  the  battles  in  which 
ns  regiment  was  engaged,  and  was  also  in  Shcr- 
;"aii's  march  to  the  sea.  On  March  31,  1 So 5 . 

was  severely  wounded,  a ball  entering  his 

boulder,  and  coming  out  at  his  side,  from  which 
00 


injury  he  never  fully  recovered.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  September  11,  1865,  and  his  war 
record  was  marked  by  the  strictest  fidelity  to 
duty.  When  his  services  were  no  longer  needed, 
he  returned  to  Fremont,  Ohio,  afterward  spent 
three  years  in  Sandusky,  one  year  in  Lime  town- 
ship, Huron  county,  and  nine  years  at  Weaver's 
Corners,  Ohio,  after  which  he  came  to  Wood 
county.  In  1879  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Weston,  and  in  January,  1880,  removed  to  Has- 
kins, where  he  remained  until  1893,  when  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Washington 
township,  erected  a blacksmith  shop,  and  was 
there  engaged  both  in  blacksmithing  and  farming. 

On  February  17,  1870,  Mr.  Unkart  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  Bollenbacher,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Elica  Bollenbacher.  They  had  six  children, 
as  follows:  William  Charles,  born  August  24, 

1871,  now  a farmer;  Joseph  IT.,  born  November 
-3.  1873,  also  a farmer;  Cora,  born  September 
7,  1876,  died  in  childhood';  Rosa,  born  August 
18,  1878.  also  died  in  childhood;  Charles  Will- 
iam, born  September  11,  18S0;  and  John  Ed- 
ward, born  January  26,  188S.  Mr.  Unkart  was, 
in  piolitical  affiliations,  a Democrat;  when  a bov 
he  joined  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  in  Ger- 
mania, and  when  he  moved  to  Haskins  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Haskins  Lutheran  Church, 
and  so  remained  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Unkart  having  been  in  poor  health  for 
seven  years,  he,  in  January,  1896,  succumbed  to 
his  illness,  suffering  until  death  came,  at  5 p.  >i., 
May  13,  1896,  being  able  to  say:  “Corhe,  wel- 

come death,  all  end  of  fears,  I am  prepared  to 
go.”  He  was  aged  fifty-two  years,  four  months 
and  two  days.  The  funeral  services  were  held, 
May  16,  in  the  Christian  Church  at  Dewese  Cor- 
ners, the  Rev.  Klochner,  of  Waterville,  officiat- 
ing. and  he  was  laid  to  his  final  rest  in  the  Wes- 
ton cemetery,  deeply  mourned  by  a host  of 
friends.  Mrs.  Unkart  and  four  children  survive 
him,  also  two  brothers  and  three  sisters,  Benja- 
min, George,  Lizzie  (of  Bowling  Green),  Mrs. 
Limestahl,  and  Mrs.  Rose,  of  Fremont. 

Albert  L.  Kurrlev,  a leading  oil-producer 
of  Bowling  Green,  owes  his  present  prosperity 
to  a lucky  investment,  in  1883,  in  a half  interest 
in  seventy-seven  and  one-half  acres  of  wild  land 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  Section  17,  in  Portage 
township.  It  was  not  then  thought  to  be  of  am 
great  value,  and  it  lay  idle  until  1801.  when  the 
development  of  the  oil  fields  in  this  r.  wn  L I 
Mr.  Kurrlm  to  believe  that  it  could  be  mad 
profitable.  With  his  father  as  partner,  he  put 
his  theories  to  the  test,  and  opened  several  good- 
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paying  wells.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  act- 
ively engaged  »in  operating  there,  and  on  leased 
land  in  the  vicinity,  and,  as  he  has  the  advantage 
oi  youth,  with  its  energy  and  enterprise,  the 
future  may  hold  for  him  still  greater  success. 

He  was  born  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  March  8, 
3865,  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Catherine  fAu- 
■warter)  Ivurrley,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  the  father  July  5,  1831, 
the  mother  January  1,  1829.  They  came  to 
America  in  1853,  and  were  married  the  same 
year,  in  Delaware,  where  Mr.  Kurrlev  became 
engaged  in  a number  of  profitable  enterprises, 
and  accumulated  a fortune.  They  were  leading 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Our 
subject's  mother  died  July  9,  1894;  but  his  father 
still  resides  in  Delaware,  although  no  longer  act- 
ively engaged  in  business.  He  takes  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  all  the  issues  of  the  day,  and  es- 
pecially in  political  questions,  being  an  adherent 
of  the  Democratic  faith.  Of  the  eleven  children 
of  this  union,  five  grew  to  maturity:  (1)  Caro- 

line, deceased  February  28,  1896,  was  the  widow 
of  Philip  Geoble,  of  Delaware  county;  (2)  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  John  Horn,  an  engineer  on  a pas- 
senger train  of  the  Big  Four  railroad;  (3)  Katie  is 
still  at  home;  (4)  A.  L.  is  our  subject;  and  (5) 
Victor  is  a resident  of  Elyria,  Ohio.  For  many 
years  our  subject’s  paternal  grandmother  was  a 
member  of  the  household,  but  she  departed  this 
life  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one. 

A.  L.  Kurrley  obtained  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Delaware,  and  his  subse- 
quent reading  has  enabled  him  to  keep  thorough- 
ly well-informed  upon  the  topics  of  the  times — - 
scientific,  literary,  and  political.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-six  he  began  his  notable  career  as  an  oil 
operator,  and  the  success  of  his  ventures  may  be 
indicated  by  one  of  the  most  peculiar  freaks  of 
fortune.  He  became  interested  in  a well  which 
had  twice  been  abandoned  as  worthless,  and  the 
third  attempt  at  pumping  produced  3,200  barrels 
of  oil  in  an  incredibly  short  period.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  Delaware,  to  Miss  Sarah  Renner,  a na- 
tive of  that  place,  born  December  15,  1865.  and 
has  one  daughter,  Mildred,  born  at  Delaware, 
Ohio,  September  24,  1891.  In  November,  1892, 
he  removed,  with  his  family,  to  Bowling  Green, 
and  has  since  made  it  his  home. 

J.  G.  Armstrong  was  born  in  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  January  23,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of 
Robert  and  Ann  (Ekey)  Armstrong,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  in  1S02, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Some  time  after 
his  marriage  he  went  to  Seneca  county,  in  i860. 


where  he  died  ten  years  later.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  1811,  and  died  in  1883.  He  was 
j a Republican,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  To  this  couple  were  born 
seven  children,  as  follows:  J.  G.,  our  subject; 

Mary  J.,  who  is  unmarried;  Benjamin,  who  died 
when  eighteen  years  old;  Beaty,  who  lives  in 
Kansas;  Martha,  who  died  while  young;  and  two 
j who  died  in  infancy. 

.Mr.  Armstrong  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Jefferson  county,  where  he  attended  the  district 
schools.  While  living  in  Seneca  county  he  was 
married,  December  24,  1S73,  in  Wood  county, 
to  Miss  Celia  M.  Leonard,  who  was  born  in 
Seneca  county  May  22,  1848.  Two  children 
were  the  result  of  this  union,  Leonard  E.,  born 
May  i 1,  1877,  and  Xenepheon  E.,  born  Septem- 
ber 29,  1 S 8 1 . Mr.  Armstrong  farmed  in  Seneca 
county  until  1S80,  when  he  moved  to  Wood 
county,  and  located  on  a farm  of  eighty-seven 
acres  in  Plain  township,  on  which  he  does  gen- 
eral farming.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  joined 
Company  Id,  157th  O.  V.  I.,  for  the  one-hundred- 
days'  service,  and  was  at  Camp  Relay,  Md. , and  on 
Delaware  Island.  In  politics  he  is  a Populist, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  industrious  citizens  of  the 
county. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  Charles  Armstrong, 
was  a shoemaker,  and  came  to  America  from 
Ireland,  settling  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  He 
was  the  father  of  seven  children:  Peggy,  who 
died  young;  Margaret,  George,  William,  John, 
Charley  and  Robert. 

Eugene  T.  Sly.  The  Sly  family  is  English, 
and  can  be  traced  back  as  far  as  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  James  Sly,  who  was  a native  of 
Wiltshire,  England,  and  served  in  the  British  army 
for  twenty-two  years  and  eleven  months  He  was 
married  at  an  advanced  age,  and  lived  on  his  pen- 
sion. Three  children  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife 
— William,  fames  and  Thomas.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sly  and  Thomas  all  died  in  England.  James  and 
William  came  to  America,  and  the  former  died  in 
Wood  county. 

William,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
eldest  child,  but,  his  parents  dying  while  he  was 
quite  young,  the  exact  record  of  his  birth  is  not 
known.  He  died  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  June  17, 
1894,  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  about  sixty- 
eight  years  old.  He  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  and  located  in  Monroeville,  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  on  December  7.  18 58,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  Cull  in.  who  was 
born  in  Ashland  county,  March  2,  1858.  At  the 
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ape  of  thirteen  she  moved  with  her  parents  to 
Huron  county,  and  there  grew  to  womanhood. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sly  went  to 
Erie  county,  and  about  i860  came  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  located  in  Plain  township,  which,  with 
the  exception  of  a short  interval,  was  their  home 
until  they  retired  to  Bowling  Green  in  1S90.  In 
late  years  they  became  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  Mrs.  Sly  survives  her  husband, 
and  lives  on  her  farm  in  Plain  township,  which 
contains  nine  good  oil-producing  wells.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Will- 
iam James,  born  October  15,  1859,  who  resides 
in  Tontogany  (he  married  Ada  Avery,  and  theyr 
have  three  children,  Zaidais,  Sanford  and  Fern); 
Elmer,  born  January  1 1 . 1 86 1 , died  J une  1 1 , 1890; 
Alice,  born  December  30,  1S63,  is  the  wife  of 
Cyrus  Young,  of  Bowling  Green  (they  have  six 
children,  Ava;  Albert  and  Myrtle,  who  are  twins; 
Floyd;  Clara,  and  an  infant);  Eugene,  our  sub- 
ject; May,  born  August  12,  1877,  unmarried,  and 
lives  with  her  mother  in  Bowling  Green. 

Eugene  T. , our  subject,  was  born  in  Plain  | 
township,  October  31,  1S67,  where  he  attended 
the  common  schools,  meanwhile  working  on  the 
farm.  He  was  married  December  25,  1890,  to 
Anna  Gayno,  and  t.vo  children  were  born  of  this  ; 
union,  Hattie  ju’iia  and  Clarence  Jefferson.  After 
his  marriage  he  bought  a farm  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, with  two  oil  wells  on  it;  but  he  lived  on  and 
operated  the  old  homestead  in  Plain  township, 
until  October  13,  1895,  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  death  of  his  devoted  wife.  Since 
that  sad  event  he  has  changed  his  business,  and 
is  now  at  work  in  the  oil  fields.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising young  man,  and  so  far  has  made  life  a 
success,  and  will  no  doubt  be  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  future  in  Wood  county,  as  he  is  frugal, 
industrious,  and  full  of  vigor  and  energy. 

Finis  S.  Bukwell,  one  of  the  progressive  [ 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  Grand  Rapids  ; 
township,  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born 
in  Columbiana  county,  November  2,  1840. 

Richard  Burwell,  his  father,  was  a native  of  Tus- 
carawas county,  and,  when  a young  man,  he 
moved  to  Columbiana  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Smith, 
and  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  their  names 
being:  Phebean,  Nancy  Jane,  Lewis  Webster, 

Richard  Smedley,  Finis  Sylvester,  Daniel  Icart, 
Mary  Catherine,  Santford  Alonzo,  and  Sintha  Al- 
vina. The  father  died  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Columbiana  county  in  1887,  and  his  mother  in 
W ood  county  in  1883. 

Finis  S.  Burwell  spent  the  first  seventeen 


; years  of  his  life  at  his  native  place,  attending  the 
: district  school  and  assisting  with  the  farm  work, 
and  in  1S57  he  went  to  Crawford  countv,  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  101st  O.  Y.  I.  Col. 
Stem  and  Capt.  B.  B.  McDonald  commanding), 
and  was  appointed  sergeant  August  29,  1862. 
He  took  part  in  several  important  engagements, 
among  them  being  the  battles  of  Covington 
Heights,  and  those  in  which  the  regiment  partici- 
pated while  in  pursuit  of  Bragg  in  West  Virginia. 
Mr.  Burwell  was  disabled  at  Stone  River  bv  a 
charge  of  artillery,  and  remained  in  the  hospital 
at  Murfreesboro,  until  June,  1863,  when  he  was 
relieved  from  further  service.  Returning  to  Craw- 
ford county,  he  carried  on  his  farm  there  for  two 
years,  and  then  came  to  Wood  county,  and  bought 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Grand  Rapids 
township.  This  he  improved  and  operated  until 
1886,  when  he  traded  for  eighty  acres  belonging 
to  the  late  John  Walters.  He  had  added  sub- 
stantial improvements,  and  made  the  farm  one  of 
the  best  of  its  size  in  that  vicinity. 

On  November  11,  1869,  in  Henry  county,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  J.  McLain,  who  was 
born  July  19,  1843.  She  is  a daughter  of  Robert 
McLain,  a well-known  resident  of  Henry  and 
Wood  counties.  The  only  child  of  this  union  — 
James  H.,  born  July  27,  18S1 — resides  with  his 
parents,  attending  the  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  taking  part  in  the  work  of  the  home- 
stead. 

In  politics  Mr.  Burwell  is  a Republican,  and 
he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  local  affairs, 
serving  two  terms  as  supervisor,  and  filling  the 
office  of  school  director  for  a number  of  years. 
He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  M. 
E.  Church,  of  which  he  is  steward  and  trustee. 
His  progressive  spirit  and  genial  nature  make  him 
a leader  in  every  movement  for  the  public  welfare. 

Timothy  Osborn,  the  owner  of  a well-devel- 
oped and  highly-improved  farm  of  140  acres  in 
Liberty  township,  was  born  in  Bethlehem  town- 
ship, Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  November  29.  1829  and 
is  a son  of  John  and  Julia  Ann  Buchte!  Osborn. 
The  father  was  born  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Ya.,  and 
was  a physician.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  where 
he  worked  for  a time  for  Dr.  Duffel.  Later  he 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Neiz  In 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  he  was  married,  and  later  re- 
moved to  Wood  county,  settling  in  Montgorner\ 
township.  Two  years  later  he  removed  to  Tus- 
carawas countv,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1845,  when  he  returned  to  Montgomeix  town- 
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ship.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine.  In  1847  he  located  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  onr  subject,  making  his  home 
there  until  1864,  when  he  removed  to  Noble 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  continued  until  the  fall 
of  1885.  He  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Liberty 
township,  Wood  county,  in  the  spring  of  1S86, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years;  his  widow 
still  survives,  and  is  now  living  with  our  subject. 
In  the  family  were  the  following  named  members 
— Timothy,  of  this  sketch;  Precida.  wife  of  Hec- 
tor McMahon,  of  Portage,  Ohio;  Susan,  wife  of 
Dr.  Whitehead,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio;  Louisa, 
wife  of  T.  M.  Carr,  of  Portage;  and  Catherine, 
wife  of  Whitney  McMahon,  of  Portage  township. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  literary  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  under  his  father's  di- 
rection he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
began  the  practice  of  the  profession  after  passing 
his  twenty-sixth  birthday.  In  Liberty  township, 
in  1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Yarnall,  a native  of  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  and  upon  the  old  homestead  they  began 
their  domestic  life.  They  have  two  children  — 
Maggie  U.,  wife  of  Frank  Hodgeman,  of  Liberty 
township;  and  John  Robert,  at  home. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Osborn  is  a Republican,  but 
has  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  public  office, 
preferring  to  devote  his  energies  to  his  business 
interests,  in  which  he  has  met  with  good  success. 

Thomas  F.  Conley,  a rising  young  lawyer  of 
Bowling  Green,  who  also  holds  the  position  of 
official  stenographer  of  the  Common  Pleas  and 
Circuit  Courts,  is  a native  of  Maryland,  his  birth 
taking  place  in  Baltimore,  July  31,  1861.  The 
Conley  family  is  of  Irish  origin;  the  ancestors  of 
our  subject,  however,  emigrated  to  this  country 
before  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  great-grand- 
father was  in  the  old  Maryland  Line  Regiment, 
and  fought  on  the  side  of  the  United  States  in 
the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britain.  He  married 
an  Englishwoman,  and  died  in  Maryland.  His 
son  Felix,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
planter  in  Maryland,  and  owned  a great  number 
of  slaves.  Thomas  E.,  father  of  Thomas  F. , 
was  born  in  January,  1835,  ar>d  married  Miss 
Rebecca  Venable,  who  died  when  her  son  was 
only  a few  months  old.  Two  daughters  com- 
prised the  rest  of  the  family:  Mary,  who  is  mar- 

ried and  lives  in  Baltimore,  and  Adele,  a young 
lady,  still  at  home.  The  father  is  yardmaster  for 
the  B.  & O.  railroad  at  Baltimore 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  city,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  business  college,  and  obtained  a good 


education.  His  start  in  life  was  as  a messenger 
boy  in  the  freight  office  of  the  B.  & O.  railroad, 
from  which  position,  by  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duties,  he  worked  his  way  up  until  he  be- 
came private  secretary  to  the  general  manager  of 
the  road.  When  the  latter  took  charge  of  the 
Louisville  & Nashville  road,  Mr.  Conley  went 
with  him,  subsequently  on  the  change  of  manage- 
ment returning  to  the  B.  & O.  Another  change 
taking  place  in  this  company,  he  left  its  employ, 
and  in  1887  went  to  Bowling  Green  on  a visit. 
While  there  he  did  some  reporting  for  the  court, 
which  "finally  resulted  in  his  appointment  as  offi- 
cial stenographer  for  the  Common  Pleas  Court,  in 
1 S90.  In  the  meantime  he  studied  law  for  two 
years  with  Cook  & Troup,  afterward  attending 
the  Law  School  of  the  Cincinnati  College,  took  a 
full  course  and  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  He  has  a good  practice,  is  popular  with 
all  classes  of  people,  and  has  a brilliant  future 
; before  him. 

Mr.  Conley  was  married  January  12,  1892,  to 
Miss  Minnie  Belle  Bentley,  who  was  born  in 
Newark,  Ohio,  October  13,  1868.  Mrs.  Conley 
is  a woman  of  great  personal  attractions,  and  of 
refined  culture,  and  is  a great  favorite  in  social 
circles.  Their  pleasant  home  is  the  resort  of  the 
best  people  of  the  city,  and  their  hospitality  is 
well-known.  Socially,  Mr.  Conley  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Chapter  at 
Bowling  Green;  also  a member  of  Toledo  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar. 

Jeremiah  Carter.  The  eighty  acres  of  land 
owned  by  our  subject  have  been  transformed 
into  one  of  the  most  comfortable  homesteads  of 
Center  township,  the  land  of  which  has  been 
brought  to  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  em- 
bellished by  a handsome  and  substantial  set  of 
farming  buildings,  including  a fine  residence.  A 
flourishing  orchard,  and  a choice  assortment  of 
the  smaller  fruit  trees,  serve  to  add  to  the  com- 
fortable appearance  of  the  premises,  and  supply 
the  household  with  the  luxuries  of  the  season. 

Mr.  Carter  is  a man  of  good  education,  well- 
informed  and  intelligent,  and  belongs  to  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Center  township,  where 
he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day,  on 
October  26,  1845.  He  is  a son  of  John  and 
Charity  Severe j Carter;  but  his  father  died  whi  n 
he  was  about  four  vears  old,  and  his  mother  de- 
parted this  life  two  years  later.  He  then  went 
to  live  with  his  eldest  sister,  where  he  remained 
until  he  had  reached,  the  age  of  eleven,  during 
which  time  he  received  his  elementary  ediwath  1 
in  the  district  schools,  and  for  the  following  s v 
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years  worked  as  a farm  hand  for  his  board  and 
clothes.  On  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  start-  ; 
ed  out  to  work  for  himself,  being  employed  by  j 
the  day,  week,  or  month,  but  receiving  very  ! 
meager  wages. 

On  the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war,  Mr. 
Carter  resolved  to  strike  a blow  in  defense  of  the 
Union,  and,  when  not  yet  eighteen  years  of  age, 
enlisted  on  June  30,  1863,  in  Company  D,  86th  1 
O.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Lemert  and  Capt.  J.  H. 
Reid,  of  Bowling  Green.  With  his  compan}-  he 
marched  ,to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  thence  to  Camp 
Chase,  and  from  that  place  went  South,  where 
he  was  mostly  engaged  in  guard  duty.  He  was 
with  his  company  at  the  capture  of  John  Morgan, 
and  remained  with  that  command  until  his  dis- 
charge February  18,  1864. 

Mr.  Carter  then  returned  to  Wood  county, 
and  for  one  year  attended  the  district  schools,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  entered  Baldwin  Uni- 
versity, there  continuing  his  studies  for  two 
years.  For  the  same  length  of  time  he  was  then 
engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  later  became  part 
owner  in  a lumber  mill,  the  firm  being  Wright  & 
Carter.  He  continued  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber for  ten  years,  when  he  disposed  of  that  busi- 
ness and  purchased  the  eighty-acre  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides.  It  was  then  all  wild  land,  heav- 
ily timbered,  but  through  his  earnest,  untiring 
labors,  he  has  transformed  the  place  until  it  is  ; 
now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  section,  and,  i 
among  the  many  improvements  there  seen,  is  his  | 
pleasant  and  comfortable  home,  which  was  erect-  \ 
ed  at  a cost  of  $1,800. 

On  October  25,  [877,  Mr.  Carter  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Lillie  Young,  of  Weston  town- 
ship, by  whom  he  has  three  children — Everett,  j 
born  November  9,  1878;  Irving,  born  December 
31,  1880,  and  Goldie  May,  born  September  28, 
1884.  In  political  faith  Mr.  Carter  is  an  uncom- 
promising Republican,  and  has  served  his  fellow- 
townsmen  as  school  director  for  eight  years,  hav- 
ing always  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  promotion  J 
of  education.  In  disposition  he  is  social  and 
genial,  and  his  honest,  industrious  and  upright 
life  has  gained  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  ] 
all  with  whom  ue  has  come  in  contact. 

! 

- 

John  Y.  Herringshaw  is  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  finely  developed  farms  of  Liberty  town-  j 
ship,  and  the  success  of  his  business  career  is 
the  reward  of  earnest  and  persistent  labor,  sup- 
plemented by  sound  judgment  and  executive 
ability.  A native  of  England,  he  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  June  9,  1849,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Mary  A.  (Lyon)  Herringshaw,  natives  of  ; 


the  same  country.  After  their  marriage  they  re- 
solved to  seek  a home  in  America,  boarded  a 
sailing  vessel  at  Liverpool,  and  after  twenty- 
eight  days  landed  at  New  York,  whence  the) 
went  direct  to  Niagara  Falls.  For  a year  they 
lived  within  seven  miles  of  that  phenomenon  of 
nature,  and  then  removed  to  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio,  locating  on  a rented  farm.  Shortly  after- 
ward they  settled  in  Huron  county,  and  in  the 
spring  of  i860  came  to  Wood  county,  where  the 
father  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section 
31,  Liberty  township.  He  built  a log  cabin,  and 
in  course  of  time  transformed  the  swampy  tract 
into  richly  cultivated  fields.  His  death  occurred 
in  1861,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mercer  cem- 
etery. His  wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead, in  her  eightieth  year.  The  members  of  the 
Herringshaw  family  are  Ann,  wife  of  Thomas 
Harrison,  of  Portage  township;  Joseph,  a farmer 
of  Hoytville;  Rebecca,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  mother;  John,  who  died  in  infancy; 
John  Y.,  of  this  review;  Samuel,  a merchant  of 
Hoytville;  Frederick,  a farmer  of  Liberty  town- 
ship; and  William,  who  is  farming  in  Jackson 
township. 

Our  subject  was  a child  of  two  years  when 
his  parents  came  to  America.  He  received  but 
limited  educational  privileges,  for  his  services 
were  needed  in  the  farm  work,  and  he  remained 
at  home  until  1873,  when,  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  he 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Roush, 
who  was  born  in  Sandusky  county.  With  his 
bride  he  located  on  what  is  known  as  the  Jack- 
son  Prairie,  having  purchased  a farm  prior  to  his 
marriage.  The  following  named  children  were 
born  of  their  union.  Joseph  who  was  born  De- 
cember 21,  1873 — the  first  white  child  born  on 
Jackson  Prairie — married  Louisa  Heers,  who 
was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  February  17, 
1875  (a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Minnie  (New- 
man) Heers,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  early  life),  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children;  Henry  John,  born  July  5, 
1893,  an(l  Dema  Ellen,  born  July  22,  1806. 
Henry  is  now  following  farming  in  Henry  town- 
ship, Wood  county.  The  other  members  of  the 
family  are  Thomas,  born  October  29,  1875;  Har- 
riet Rebecca,  March  28,  1878;  Mary  A.,  June  5, 
1880;  Rosie,  April  24,  1S83;  Bertha  Alice.  Oc- 
tober 17,  1885;  Eliza  Jane.  March  24.  1S88; 
John  and  George,  twins,  who  were  born  July  17. 
1890,  and  died  in  infancy;  and  Samuel,  born 
September  r 5 , 1892. 

To  his  original  purchase,  Mr.  Herringshaw 
has  added  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  31,  Lib- 
erty township,  and  twenty  acres  in  Section  30. 
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Fie  built  a plank  house  on  his  original  purchase,  j 
and,  in  1891,  replaced  it  by  a substantial  and 
pleasant  frame  residence.  He  is  now  actively 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  meeting 
with  good  success  in  his  undertakings.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican,  and  for  many  years 
served  as  school  director  and  supervisor,  dis- 
charging his  duties  in  a most  capable  and  satis- 
factory manner. 

Miles  Montgomery  was  born  April  1 5,  1844, 
in  Portage  township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio.  Flis 
father,  George  Montgomery,  was  a native  of 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  with  his  grandfather 
removed  to  Hancock  county,  where  he  was  reared 
on  a farm.  Fie  there  wedded  Mary  Chase,  a na- 
tive of  New  York,  and  after  her  death  married 
Dorothy  Culp,  by  whom  he  had  three  children — 
Angeline,  of  Hancock  county;  Rachel,  wife  of 
Samuel  Snively,  of  Nebraska;  and  Henry  Wel- 
lin  gton,  a postal  clerk  on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
railroad.  The  parents'of  our  subject  had  the  fol- 
lowing named  children  — Miles;  Jane,  wife  of 
M artin  Ensley,  of  Flancock  county;  Ben  S.,  an 
oil  man  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Elsie  M.  Archer, 
of  Hancock  county;  David,  a farmer  of  Hancock 
county;  Susan  Irene,  wife,  of  William  Hicks,  of 
Indiana;  Mary  S. , wife  of  Henry  Ferrall;  Martha 
S.,  twin  sister  of  Mary,  and  the  wife  of  Philip 
Baucher,  of  Indiana;  and  George  C.,  a farmer  of 
Flancock  county.  The  father,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 1 1,  1823,  died  October  5,  1895.  Hisgrand- 
father,  Michael  Helmica,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  mother,  who  was  born 
Aprd  30,  1826,  died  November  30,  1861. 

Mr.  Mont  gomery,  of  this  review,  was  reared 
on  a farm,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  work  in  a gristmill, 
where  he  was  employed  for  two  years.  On  March 
16,  1862,  at  Lima,  Ohio,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
FI,  57th  O.  V.  I.,  and  going  to  the  front,  partici- 
pated in  all  the  engagements  from  Lookout  Mount- 
ain to  the  coast.  At  Atlanta  he  was  captured, 
but  escaped  almost  immediately  thereafter,  and 
was  twice  captured  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  He 
was  twice  slightly  wounded,  and  was  honorable 
discharged  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  July  8,  1865. 

F'or  a year  after  his  return,  Mr.  Montgomery 
followed  farming,  and  then  began  work  in  a saw- 
mill, with  which  business  he  was  connected  until 
1891,  when  he  was  forced  to  abandon  that  work 
on  account  of  ill  health.  Fie  operated  a mill  in 
Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  for  twentv-four 
years,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  tire.  He  then 
removed  to  Stewartville,  Hancock  county,  and  in 
July,  1885,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Denver, 


Ohio.  Two  years  later  he  established  a grocerv 
store  in  Denver,  which  he  has  since  conducted, 
and  now  has  a good  business  and  comfortable 
home. 

In  Hancock  count}',  September  29,  1865,  Mr. 
Montgomery  married  Arabel  Jane  Culp,  who 
was  born  September  2,  1S48,  in  McComb.  Han- 
cock county,  one  of  the  two  children  of  Samuel 
| and  Susan  Jane  (Todd;  Culp.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
i Montgomery  have  four  children — Amanda  E., 
wife  of  Grant  Smith,  of  North  Baltimore;  Marv  1 ., 

| wife  of  W.  H.  Cook;  Nellie  V.,  wife  ®f  \Y.'  H. 

I Ingram;  and  Bertie  Arthur.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Montgomery  is  an  unfaltering  Republican,  and 
has  served  as  school  director  for  six  years.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  the  Grand  Army  Post 
at  North  Baltimore. 

James  Carr,  an  agriculturist  and  owner  of  sev- 
eral oil  wells  in  Bowling  Green,  is  a native  of 
Ashland  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  March 
25,  1847.  The  Rev.  Joshuah  Carr,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  in  Ashland  county  January  27, 

I Soo,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Ingmund, 
who  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1803.  They  were 
married  in  Ashland  county  when  twenty-eight 
and  twenty-five  years  old  respectively.  He  ac- 
cepted religion  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  bought 
a small  Bible  at  that  time.,  which  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  our  subject  He  joined  the  minis- 
try of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Ash- 
land county,  and  came  to  Wood  county  in  April, 
1848,  settling  on  the  Sand  road  in  Plain  town- 
ship. What  is  now  known  as  Carr's  Church 
was  named  after  him.  He  was  one  of  the  chief 
contributors  to  the  Church,  and  his  was  the  first 
funeral  to  take  place  in  it.  During  his  life  he  al- 
ways attended  conference,  and  helped  to  preach 
in  the  circuit  that  included  Bowling  Green  and 
Grand  Rapids.  He  ceased  preaching  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  as  his  health  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  do  so.  He  was  a man  of  extensive 
learning,  and  a gieat  reader,  and  was  well  known 
among  his  friends  as  a man  with  an  earnest,  con- 
scientious purpose  in  life.  He  died  in  Wood 
county  December  10,  1875,  and  his  wife  followed 
him  to  their  last  resting  place  ten  years  later.  To 
this  couple  nine  children  were  born,  nameh  : Ed- 
mund, who  died  in  1893;  Luke,  who  served  in 
the  Union  army  (.luring  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
now  resides  in  Bowling  Green;  Thomas,  who  also 
was  in  the  Civil  war  on  the  Union  side,  and  now 
lives  at  Portage,  Ohio;  John  was  in  the  irn  \ . and 
is  now  deceased ; James  is  oursubject;  M .n  . 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Thomas,  lives  in  Dakota 
with  her  husband;  Charlotte  is  deceased — sh  ' w h 
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the  wife  of  George  Parsons,  who  was  auditor  of 
Wood  county,  and  died  while  holding  that  office; 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Whitehead,  of 
Lucas  county;  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Richard 
Conklin,  of  Lucas  county. 

Luke  Ingtnund,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
came  from  Virginia  and  settled  in  Ashland  county, 
where  he  died,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  At  the 
age  of  eighty  he  was  strong  and  hearty,  and  could 
do  many  athletic  feats. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  country,  and  he  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools.  He  was  married 
August  io,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza Goodenough,  who 
was  born  in  England,  January  17,  184S,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Ruth  (Limerick) 
Goodenough,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  biography 
of  Henry  Goodenough  in  this  volume.  Mr. 
Carr  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Edmund,  born  October  10,  1871  (he  married 
'Miss  Hattie  Fox,  who  was  born  in  Wood  county 
February  20,  1879,  and  they  have  one  child, 

Dwight  Cook);  Dwight  Cook,  born  October  23, 
1873,  died  December  10,  1S77;  Joshua,  born 

January  8,  1S76,  lives  at  home;  and  Emma,  born 
July  4,  1882,  also  lives  at  home.  Mr.  Carr  settled 
in  Plain  township  after  his, marriage,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  a methodical  manner  to  follow  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  bought  his  farm,  seventy-five 
acres,  in  1889,  which  is  in  the  oil  belt,  and  he 
leases  the  oil  rights,  and  gets  a bonus  and  inter- 
est in  the  wells.  So  far  they  have  returned  him 
over  $2,000. 

Mr.  Carr  is  a Prohibitionist,  belongs  to  the 
Disciples  Church,  and  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
men  of  his  township. 

Samuel  Pruden  is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens 
that  England  has  furnished  to  Wood  county, 
fie  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  May  11,  1825, 
and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Carter)  Pru- 
den,  whose  family  numbered  four  children,  Sam- 
uel being  the  youngest.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  until  nine  years  of  age,  and  then 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  the  age  of  six- 
teen, when  he  began  work  as  a farm  hand  at 
three  pounds  per  year.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
he  was  made  overseer  of  the  farm,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  served  for  two  years,  and  during  that 
time  saved  enough  money  to  bring  him  to  Amer- 
ica. In  1S52  Mr.  Pruden  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Monroeville,  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  lie  remained  for  fourteen 
years,  being  employed  in  the  capacity  of  farm 
hand.  He  then  came  to  Wood  county,  and  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land  in  Middleton  township, 


! and  twelve  years  later  added  forty  acres  to  this. 

He  has  cleared  and  improved  the  entire  amount, 

1 and  good  buildings  now  stand  in  the  midst  of 
j well-tilled  fields,  which  indicate  to  the  passerby 
the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner.  He  has 
i been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  and  has 
made  all  that  he  possesses  through  enterprise, 

I diligence  and  resolute  purpose. 

In  1849,  in  England,  Mr.  Pruden  married 
Margaret  Whaley,  widow  of  William  Sopp.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  named  children: 
William,  a farmer  of  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio: 
Thomas,,  an  agriculturist  of  Middleton  township: 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  Daniel  Thompson;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Van  Wert  county;  Sarah,  wife  of 
1 William  Diviet,  a farmer  of  Perrysburg  township; 

Jane,  wife  of  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Perrysburg;  David, 

! who  operates  the  homestead;  Jane,  Robert  and 
; Alvia,  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Pruden  holds  membership  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  in  his  political  faith 
j is  a Democrat.  He  is  well-known  throughout 
the  county,  and  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
know  him.  His  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  he  is  an  upright  man,  who,  in  all  life’s  rela- 
tions, has  merited  the  confidence  universally  given 
him. 

J.  H.  L indower,  one  of  the  substantial  farrn- 
i ers  of  Portage  township,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born 
March  28,  1859,  in  Hancock  county,  son  of  John 
| and  Annie  (Bowers)  Lindower.  The  father  of 
our  subject  entered  the  army  when  the  latter  was 
a mere  child,  and  he  does  not  remember  him. 
Mrs.  Lindower  married,  for  her  second  husband, 
Jacob  Esterly,  and  they  moved  to  Wood  county 
when  J.  H.  was  only  six  years  old,  settling  on 
the  farm  in  Section  23,  Portage  township,  which 
he  now'  owns  and  occupies. 

Mr.  Lindower  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  but  he  was  ahvays  fond  of  agri- 
culture, and  cared  more  for  his  farm  than  for  his 
books.  He  has  always  made  his  home  on  his 
present  farm  (excepting  for  a year  and  a half, 
during  which  time  he  worked  the  place,  but  lived 
elsewhere),  which  consists  of  eighty  acres  of  good 
land,  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  well  improved 
with  buildings,  etc.  On  August  8,  1880,  he  w as 
married,  in  Portage  township,  to  Miss  Ida  E. 
Kelsey,  a native  of  New  York,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  six  children,  viz. : Edna,  born  July 

22,  1881;  Ella,  born  December  21,  1883,  died 
in  1893;  Nettie,  born  July  19.  1805;  Katie,  born 
July  3,  1887,  died  |ul\  12.  1890;  Henry,  born 
August  7 , 1 889 *,  Win  B lie,  1 1 1 1 n No 
21,  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindower  are  members 
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of  the  German  Baptist  Church.  In  political  af- 
filiation he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  served  as 
supervisor  of  his  township;  but  he  is  not  an  office 
seeker,  attending  strictly  to  his  private  affairs, 
which  he  has  managed  with  great  care.  He  is 
everywhere  respected  for  his  straightforwardness 
and  honesty,  and  his  “word  is  as  good  as  his 
bond.” 

Benjamin  F.  Simons,  one  of  West  Mill- 
grove’s  leading  citizens  and  merchants,  was  born 
near  Arcadia,  Hancock  Co  , Ohio,  March  15, 
1846,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Mary  (Bair) 
Simons. 

Our  subject  was  reared  beneath  the  parental 
roof,  on  a farm,  and  attended  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood,  in  which  he  acquired  his 
education.  He  was  early  initiated  into  the  mys- 
teries of  hard  work  attendant  upon  a life  devoted 
to  agriculture,  and  remained  upon  the  farm  until 
his  enlistment  in  the  Union  service  during  the 
Rebellion.  On  May  16,  1863,  he  became  a 

member  of  Company  C,  86th  O.  V.  I.,  with 
which  he  served  eight  months,  and  on  March  19, 
1S64,  joined  Company  E,  49th  O.  V.  I.  On 
May  27,  1864,  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Pickett’s  Mills  (where  his  brother,  Lieut.  Silas 
Simons,  was  killed),  and  far  three  months  was 
confined  to  hospital.  At  Chattanooga  he  re- 
joined the  regiment;  but  November  25,  1864,  at 
the  battle  of  Columbia,  Tenn. , he  received  a gun- 
shot wound  in  the  left  thigh,  so  that  on  the  3d 
of  June,  following,  he  was  discharged  on  a sur- 
geon’s certificate  of  disability. 

On  returning  home  Mr.  Simons  worked  for 
his  father  for  awhile,  after  which  he  went  to  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio,  being  employed  by  J.  C.  Johnson,  a 
lumber  dealer.  Later  he  farmed  one  year,  and 
then  engaged  work  as  a teamster  on  the  con- 
struction of  a railroad.  He  was  also  employed 
on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad  when  it  was 
being  built  near  Bloomdale,  Ohio.  The  first 
property  he  owned  was  twenty-four  acres  of  the 
home  farm  in  Seneca  county,  on  which  he  built 
a log  house,  and  began  the  operation  of  the  land. 
Later  he  traded  this  for  property  in  Risingsun, 
Ohio,  which  he  afterward  disposed  of,  becoming 
owner  of  real  estate  in  West  Millgrove.  There 
he  opened  a small  store,  his  stock  consisting  of 
drugs  and  groceries;  but  from  that  beginning  has 
grown  his  present  business,  and  he  now  enjoys  a 
liberal  patronage.  His  goods  are  first-class  in 
every  particular,  and,  by  his  courteous  treatment 
of  customers,  well  merits  a fine  trade. 

At  Fostoria,  Ohio,  in  1865,  Mr.  Simons  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar}  Yosburg,  a 


native  of  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Theodore  Yosburg.  In  poli- 
tics our  subject  is  a steadfast  Republican;  while 
a resident  of  Seneca  county  he  served  as  consta- 
ble of  his  township,  which  office  he  also  filled  for 
over  six  years  in  Perry  township,  and  has  been 
corporation  treasurer  and  marshal  of  West  Mill- 
grove.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Conley  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  the  latter  place.  In  disposition  he 
is  genial  and  social,  is  a public-spirited  and  en- 
terprising citizen,  and  a business  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability.  He  is  a lover  of  horses, 
and  has  owned  some  very  fine,  well-bred  an- 
imals.' 

Jacob  Miller,  a farmer  of  good  standing  in 
Lake  township,  successful  as  a tiller  of  the  soil, 
and  one  who  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
local  affairs,  is  the  proprietor  of  a good  farm  in 
Section  1.  He  was  also  one  of  the  valiant  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Baden.  Germany,  in  February, 
1825,  where  his  parents,  Michael  and  Louisa 
(Burkler)  Miller,  were  also  born,  lived  and  died, 
the  former  passing  away  in  1836,  and  the  latter 
in  1844.  In  their  family  of  seven  children,  two 
became  residents  of  Ohio — George,  who  located 
in  Sandusky  county,  and  died  there  in  1S94;  and 
Jacob,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Jacob  Miller  was  reared  in  Baden,  where  he 
received  excellent  school  privileges,  also  for  two 
years  attending  a seminar}'  at  Carlsruhe,  and 
after  completing  his  education  he  taught  in 
his  native  land  until  1849,  when  the  revolution 
broke  out,  and  he  served  in  the  army  of  the  rev- 
olutionists for  a time.  In  the  fall  of  that  year, 
however,  he  went  to  Switzerland,  and  the  same 
year  embarked  on  a sailing  %'essel  at  Havre, 
France,  for  the  United  States,  which  he  reached 
after  a voyage  of  eight  weeks.  On  landing  at 
New  York,  he  went  direct  to  Philadelphia,  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  for  a time  in  a brewery.  It  was  in 
1851  that  Mr.  Miller  came  to  the  Buckeye  State, 
first  locating  in  Fremont,  Sandusky  county, 
where  he  remained  until  1S56,  when  he  went  to 
Toledo,  and  was  there  for  a year.  He  then  re- 
sided in  Lucas  county  until  January  1,  1S61. 
when  he  erected  a house  upon  his  farm  in  Lake 
township,  this  county,  where  two  years  previous 
he  had  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land, 
and  has  since  made  that  place  his  home,  dev  t- 
ing  his  time  to  its  care  and  cultivation,  with  the 
exception  of  when  he  was  in  the  Union  army. 
At  Toledo,  he  enlisted  February  21,  1865,  in 
Company  B,  189th  O.  V.  I.,  for  one  year,  or 
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until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  into 
,-i  v ice  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  He  was  stationed 
,.t  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  later  at  Bellefonte, 
where  he  did  garrison  duty  until  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities, when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  September  25,  1865,  after 
which  he  returned  home. 

Mr.  Miller  was  single  on  coming  to  Ohio,  but 
in  Sandusky  county,  in  1853,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Korbler,  a native 
of  Fredericktown,  Md.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Catherine  Korbler,  who  was  born  in  Darmstadt, 
Germany,  but  removed  to  Maryland  as  early  as 
1825.  Coming  to  Ohio,  the}'  located  first  in 
Seneca  county,  and  in  the  early  ’40s  became 
residents  of  Sandusky  county,  where  the  father 
died  in  1863,  and  the  wife  in  1891.  Mr.  Miller 
has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his 
wife,  who  died  on  the  home  farm  in  October, 
1892.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
(1)  Franklin  married  Laura  Scott,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children — Eva,  Harry  and  Clarence. 
He  makes  his  home  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  is  line- 
man on  the  T.  O.  & C.  railroad,  (2)  Mrs.  Mary 
Taylor,  of  Ottawa  county,  has  three  children  — 
Stella,  Charley  and  Milton.  (t.)  Tena  is  the 
wife  of  George  Ayres,  of  Toledo,  and  they  have 
two  children — Raymond  and  Edith.  (4)  Albert 
was  married  April,  1892,  to  Miss  Maud  Siglar,  a 
native  of  Genoa,  Ottawa  county,  and  a daughter 
of  Charles  M.  and  Mary  (Cheney)  Siglar,  the 
former  born  in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  in 
Macedonia,  Ohio.  At  Genoa,  this  State,  her 
father  enlisted,  in  1863,  in  the  14th  O.  V.  I.,  un- 
der Gen.  Sherman,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  he  had  previously  been  a member 
of  a New  York  regiment  before  his  removal  to 
the  Buckeye  State.  He  still  makes  his  home  at 
Genoa. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Miller  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  for  two  terms  served  as 
trustee  of  Lake  township,  while,  socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  George  Douglas  Post,  G.  A.  R. , at 
Millbury.  He  has  identified  himself  with  the 
welfare  of  the  county  since  his  arrival  here,  and 
has  made  many  friends  among  the  intelligent  and 
hospitable  people  of  Lake  township. 

Rev.  Michaei.  George  Vollmayer  is  the  es- 
teemed pastor  of  St.  Louis’  Catholic  Church 
at  Custar.  He  was  born  March  19,  1857,  in 
I oledo,  Ohio,  son  of  Michael  Vollmayer,  a na- 
tlv<-  of  Germany,  who,  on  coming  to  America,  in 
1 ' V>,  took  up  his  residence  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
a hence,  in  the  following  year,  he  removed  to 
I oledo.  He  died  on  his  farm  near  that  city  in 


1857.  There  his  widow  resided  until  1889,  and 
then  removed  into  the  city,  where  her  death  oc- 
curred in  1893.  They  had  four  children — John, 
a merchant  of  Toledo;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Glueck- 
stein,  of  Baltimore,  Md.;  George,  notary  public, 
and  ticket  agent  for  the  foreign  agency  at 
Toledo;  and  Michael  George,  the  subject  of  this 
review. 

The  last  named  attended  the  German  Catho- 
lic parochial  and  high  schools  of  St.  Mary's  at 
Toledo,  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  Soon  after 
he  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  German  Savings 
Bank  at- Toledo,  and,  in  1874,  entered  the  Jesuit 
College,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  pursued  a five- 
years'  classical  course  as  a preparation  for  the 
seminary  course.  Plis  eyesight  failing,  he  went 
to  Baltimore  for  treatment.  As  scon  as  possible 
he  re-entered  college,  and  on  the  completion 
of  his  classical  course,  entered  the  seminary  in 
Cleveland,  where  he  remained  four  years.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  July,  1885, 
and  coming  to  Custar,  assumed  charge  of  St. 
Louis’  Catholic  Church.  The  house  of  worship 
was  then  a small  frame  structure,  but,  through 
his  instrumentality,  a large  brick  church  in  Gothic 
style  has  been  erected.  He  is  a man  of  scholarly 
attainments,  and  enjoys  the  respect,  not  only  of 
his  parishioners,  but  also  of  the  people  of  other 
denominations. 

William  Huff.  Quite  a number  of  the 
leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  Wood  county 
are  of  alien  birth,  and  have  transported  to  this 
land  of  fertility  and  plenty  the  thrifty  habits  of 
their  native  country.  Among  these  there  is  no 
one  better  known  or  more  widely  respected  than 
the  gentleman  whose  name  here  appears.  In 
England,  beneath  the  roof  of  his  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Ann  (Hardy)  Huff,  who  were  natives  of 
Lincolnshire,  our  subject  was  born,  in  1833,  one 
of  a family  of  six  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary 

Alexander,  who  died  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  in 
1853;  Stephen,  now  a resident  of  Van  Wert 
county.  Ohio,  who,  during  the  Civil  war.  en- 
listed in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  in  the  First  Ohio 
Squadron,  and  served  three  years  in  the  Union 
army;  Jane,  a resident  of  Missouri;  Mrs.  Ann 
Mills,  of  Perrysburg;  William,  subject  of  this 
review;  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Liverton,  of  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio.  In  1837  the  family  came  10 
America,  first  locating  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  remained  until  1840,  when  thev  removed 
to  Plain  township,  Wind  county.  There  the 
mother  died  in  [S'*  >,  after  which  the  father 
married  a Mrs.  Clark.  He  was  born  in  1829, 
and  died  in  1877. 
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Our  subject  was  about  six  years  of  age  when 
he  arrived  in  Wood  county,  and  in  Plain  town- 
ship he  was  reared  and  educated.  In  1862  he 
first  located  upon  a'  farm  in  Lake  township, 
which  he  continued  to  cultivate  and  improve 
until  in  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Millbury, 
Ohio,  in  Company  I\,  1 1 1 th  O.  V.  I.  At  Toledo 
he  was  mustered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Western 
army,  with  which  he  participated  in  the  following 
engagements:  Huff's  Ferry,  Campbell’s  Station, 

siege  of  Knoxville,  Dalton,  Smoke  Creek  Gap, 
Fesaca,  Burnt  Hickory,  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek, 
and  Kenesaw  Mountain.  On  becoming  ill,  he 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
and,  later,  was  placed  on  the  Invalid  Corps  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge,  June  26,  1865,  after  three 
years  of  arduous  and  faithful  service.  Re- 
turning to  Wood  county,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Perrysburg  township  until  1880,  when  he 
removed  to  the  farm  in  Lake  township,  which  he 
now  carries  on.  In  1859,  in  Perrysburg  township, 
he  married  Miss  Isabel  Simons,  a native  of  that 
township,  and  a daughter  of  Pearl  and  Cassina 
(McCarty)  Simons.  Her  father  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, but  at  a very  early  day  became  a resi- 
dent of  Perrysburg  to\\;nship,  where  he  was 
married,  in  1833,  to  Miss  McCarty,  a native 
of  New  York,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Mrs.  Delia  Cook,  of  Perrysburg;  Arabel 
and  Oscar,  who  both  died  in  childhood;  Mrs. 
Huff;  Byron,  who  died  while  young;  Lewis,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years;  Celia,  who 
died  in  childhood;  and  Frank,  a resident  of  Lake 
township.  By  trade  the  father  was  a cooper, 
which  occupation  he  followed  in  Perrysburg, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1884,  and  his  wife 
died  three  months  later.  He  had  served  as 
county  recorder  one  term. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Huff  were  born 
eleven  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  deceased, 
viz.:  Delia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Pin- 
niger,  and  died  December  17,  1889;  Ella,  who 
was  the  wife  of  William  Taylor,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 29,  1892;  and  Jennie,  who  died  January  3, 
1864.  Those  living  are:  Maggie  and  Mary  (twins), 
theformer  being  now  the  wifeof  Oscar  Nicodemus, 
and  the  latter  Mrs.  Richard  I'ralic,  of  Perrysburg; 
Ernest,  a resident  of  Cummings,  Ohio;  and  Car- 
rie, Charles,  Grace,  Mabel  and  Robert,  all  at 
home.  Mr.  Huff  is  a prominent  member  of 
George  Douglas  Post  No.  183,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Mill- 
bury, in  which  he  has  served  as  officer  of  the 
day,  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Woman’s  Relief 
Corps.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  one  of  the  representative 


men  of  the  county,  and  a credit  to  the  land  that 
gave  him  birth. 

Joshua  H.  Dicken,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
brave  volunteers  who  so  gallantly  fought  for  the 
■ Union  cause  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
| was  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Liberty  township, 

I Seneca  county,  December  28,  1838,  and  was  a 
son  of  David  and  Anna  (Ldman)  Dicken.  The 
1 father  was  born  at  Bean's  Cove,  Bedford  Co.. 
Penn.,  and  was  a son  of  Jonathan  Dicken. 
When  their  eldest  daughter,  Sarah,  was  but  an 
| infant,  the  parents  removed  to  Seneca  county, 
i when  Tiffin  was  a small  hamlet,  containing  only 
I a few  rude  buildings.  They  were  numbered 
1 among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Liberty  township, 
j and  experienced  all  the  trials  and  hardships  of 
pioneer  life,  but  succeeded  in  making  a home  of 
their  wild-timbered  tract.  There  the  father  died 
1 at  the  age  of  sixty-two;  the  mother  survived  him 
' about  two  years  and  a half.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children:  Sarah,  widow  of  Amos 

Overmyer,  residing  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  john,  who 
makes  his  home  near  Tiffin;  Nancy,  now  Mrs. 
Jacob  Martin,  of  Jackson  township,  Seneca 
j county;  Joshua  H.;  Jesse,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio; 

Isaac,  who  died  in  Louisville,  Ivy.,  November  S. 

1 1861,  having  enlisted  September  5,  of  that  year, 
in  Company  K,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  buried  in 
the  citizen’s  cemetery  there;  Henry,  who,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  became  a member  of  the  9th  Ohio 
! Cav.,  and  died  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  ; Albert,  who 
died  in  Liberty  township,  Seneca  county,  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years;  Egbert,  of  Kansas  Station. 
Seneca  county;  Angeline,  now  Mrs.  William 
Sprout,  of  Seneca  county;  and  Geletta,  now  Mrs. 
George  Sanders,  of  Fostoria. 

The  opportunities  of  Joshua  H.  Dicken  for  se- 
curing an  education  were  limited,  and  hardly  had 
the  echoes  of  Fort  Sumter's  guns  died  away  when, 
on  the  first  call  for  75,000  volunteers,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  for  three  months 
service.  He  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  K,  49th  O.  V.  I.  After 
i fourteen  months  of  active  service  he  was  d;~- 
charged,  November  17,  1S62,  on  account  of  dis 
ability.  In  September,  1864.  however,  he  again 
joined  the  Union  forces  as  a member  of  the  i(>4'd> 
regiment,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  " u 
Although  never  wounded,  he  contracted  a disea- 
from  which  he  never  recovered. 

In  Jackson  township.  Seneca  county,  Jul\  ;- 
1863,  Mr.  Dicken  wedded  Miss  Sai  I 
was  born  December  8,  [840.  near  Cent  r\ 
Bedford  Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Achor  ami  1 
, (Cessna)  Elder,  the  former  a native  of  C umb 
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land  Valley,  Bedford  county.  The  mother  was 
a daughter  of  William  Cessna,  who  died  in  Bed- 
ford county  in  1S2S.  In  1854  the  parents  moved 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Mahoning  county,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  died  April  29,  185.5:  the  mother 
later  became  the  wife  of  Emanuel  Ash,  of  Seneca 
county,  whither  she  had  removed  in  1859.  Since 
Mr.  Ash’s  death  she  has  made  her  home  with 
Mrs.  Dicken,  in  Bloomdale.  On  his  return  from 
the  war,  Mr.  Dicken  bought  a farm  in  Jackson 
township,  Seneca  county,  and  there  made  his 
home  until  1S70,  when  he  brought  his  wife  to 
Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  locating  in  Sec- 
tion 13.  There  he  passed  away  November  5, 
1874,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  the  old  homestead 
with  his  parents  in  Liberty  township,  Seneca 
county.  At  his  death  he  left  a good  farm  of 
eight}7  acres,  on  which  his  widow7  resided  until 
the  spring  of  1893,  when  she  came  to  Bloomdale, 
and  she  now7  has  a pleasant  home  on  Harrison 
street,  where  she  delights  to  entertain  her  many 
friends.  She  still  owns  the  farm,  w'hich  is  rented. 
She  is  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  holding 
membership  with  the  Disciples  Church.  Mr. 
Dicken  was  known  by  all  as  one  of  the  most 
social  men  in  his  neighborhood,  hi?  hearty  laugh 
being  often  heard,  and  he  was  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. In  politics  he  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  his  loyalty  to  this  country  was 
manifested  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  w'hen  he 
followed  the  old  llag  on  Southern  battlefields. 

George  Tyrrell,  a well-known  resident  of 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Berkshire,  England, 
June  1 6,  1847.  His  father,  John  Tyrrell,  was 
born  in  the  same  place,  and  is  still  living,  at  the 
age  of  ninety.  He  married  Ann  Andrews,  a na- 
tive of  Oxfordshire,  England,  who  died  May  20, 
1891,  aged  eighty-three.  They  were  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  in  which  the  father  was 
for  many  years  clerk  of  his  parish.  He  was  a 
butcher  by  occupation.  They  had  ten  children: 
John,  born  in  1832,  died  at  Steventon,  Berkshire, 
January  29,  1880.  Catherine  went  to  Africa  as 
a missionary,  and  married  there  (our  subject  has 
never  seen  her,  as  she  left  home  before  his  birth). 
Elizabeth  (deceased),  married  Charles  Day,  of 
London,  England.  Henry,  Sarah,  and  Anna  (now 
Mrs.  Isaac  Gedding),  all  live  in  England.  Char- 
lotte married  Edwin  Farmer,  superintendent  of 
the  Wood  County  Infirmary.  Joseph  T.  is  a 
resident  of  Sterling,  Rice  Co.,  Kans.  George, 
our  subject,  comes  next.  James  resides  in  Eng- 
land. 

Our  subject  worked  at  various  occupations  in 


! England  during  his  youth.  On  April  17,  1869, 
he  left  his  native  land,  arriving  at  New  York 
thirteen  days  later,  came  on  to  Wood  countv.  and 
I has  remained  here  since,  working  as  a laborer  in 
I w7oods  and  elsewhere.  He  was  married  Decem- 
ber 23,  1875,  to  Miss  Mary  Catherine  Bailey,  who 
; was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  March  7,  1849. 

! the  daughter  of  J oh n and  Mary  Catherine  (Becke! 

| Bailey,  both  natives  of  the  same  county.  Her 
father  was  born  in  1819,  and  died  August  3,  1889: 
her  mother  was  born  January  26,  1820,  and  died 
I April  1 r , 1881.  They  were  married  in  England, 
and  came  to  America,  landing  at  New  York  Sep- 
tember 29,  1853,  having  spent  two  months  on  the 
; voyage.  They  bought  a farm  in  Lake  township. 

! Wood  county,  in  the  same  year,  and  resided  there 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  In  England  they  had  been 
connected  with  the  Established  Church,  but  afrer 
coming  here  they  joined  the  Evangelical  Church. 

| Their  family  comprised  children  as  follows:  Will- 
j iam,  born  December  8,  1843,  was  postmaster  at 
Millbury;  John,  March  28,  1846,  lives  in  Michi- 
i gan;  Richard,  August  28,  1847,  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen;  Mary  C.  (Mrs.  Tyrrell),  comes  next; 
j Philippa  Ann,  November  5,  1850  (now  deceased', 

1 was  the  wife  of  James  Pinegar,  of  Millbury;  Al- 
bert, April  25,  1853,  lives  in  Bowling  Green: 
Elizabeth  Jane.  January  4,  1861,  married  Albert 
Heymon;  Edward  Edwin,  August  7,  1S57.  is  a 
drayman  at  Bowling  Green;  Ellen,  October  18. 
1S62,  married  William  Durant,  of  Monroeville: 
and  Sherman  T. , February  28,  1865,  is  a veter- 
inary surgeon  at  Bowling  Green.  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Tyrrell  have  five  children,  whose  names  with 
; dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  John  Clay,  August 
31,  1877;  Catherine  Ann,  June  28,  1 S 7 9 ; Grace 
| Bernice,  August  31,  1881;  Ernest  Albert,  May  24. 
1 SS 3 ; Elizabeth  Frances,  August  6,  1884,  de- 
ceased in  infancy;  and  Lloyd  Edwin,  born  June 
29,  1886. 

Albert  Newton  Petteys.  Among  the  prom- 
inent farmers  of  Washington  township,  few  names 
: are  better  known  than  that  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  born  on  his  father's  farm,  in 
Weston  township,  this  county,  on  the  25th  of 
September,  1857.  Until  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, where  he  acquired  a practical  edueut'  u: . 
j and  then  removed  to  Tontogany.  He  was  crip- 
pled by  an  elder  snag  penetrating  his  foot,  xv Iut • * 
it  remained  for  over  thirteen  years.  Alter  at- 
| tending  school  in  Tontogany  he  could  have  s 
cured  a teacher's  certificate,  but  he  preferre  ! to 
1 follow  agricultural  pursuits  rather  than  teaching 
On  the  22d  of  September,  1886,  Mr.  Pette}' 


■ 


- 


■ 


' 


' 


1100 


WOOD  COUNTY.  OHIO. 


was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Bur- 
ditt,  a daughter  of  Greenburv  and  a sister  of  An- 
drew Burditt.  Four  children  have  come  to  bless, 
this  union:  Albert  Lee,  who  was  born  August 

20,  1888.  and  died  June  9,  1889;  David  Newton, 
who  was  born  July  8,  1890;  Charles  Edward, 
who  was  born  November  28,  1S92;  and  Margaret 
Belle,  who  was  born  May  9,  1895. 

In  1887  Mr.  Petteys  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  forty  acres  of  partially-improved  land, 
which  he  has  since  further  developed,  adding 
greatly  to  its  value  by  tiling  and  ditching,  and 
now  has  a highly  cultivated  tract,  which  yields 
to  him  a golden  tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and 
labor  he  expends  upon  it.  His  religious  belief  is 
in  accordance  with  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  he  now  belongs  to  Washington  Chapel. 

William  Martin,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent agriculturists  in  Wood  county,  whose  line 
farm  is  situated  in  Weston  township,  is  a native 
of  that  township,  his  birth  having  taken  place 
March  24,  1847. 

The  Martin  family  is  of  Irish  and  German  : 
ancestry,  and  the  predominating  traits  of  these  j 
nations  are  to  be  seen  in  the  thrift,  perseverance 
and  enterprise  of  the  descendants.  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  William  Martin,  was  ; 
born  in  Ireland,  in  1754,  and  was  married  Au- 
gust 12,  1782,  to  Hannah  Chapman,  who  was 
born  June  30,  1765.  Nine  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  namely:  William,  Nathan,  Janette, 

David,  Agnes,  Samuel,  John  C.,  James  T. , and 
Matthew.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
furniture  manufacturer,  and  came  at  a very  early 
day  to  the  United  States,  settling  first  in  Penn- 
sylvania. His  eldest  son,  William,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  wras  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
August  8,  1783.  On  September  26,  1805,  he 
was  married  to  Jane  Taylor,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children — James  T.,  and  Loucindia. 

In  1814  he  came  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and 
there  followed  his  trade  of  cabinet  maker  until 
1832,  when  he  removed  to  Wood  county,  and 
took  up  160  acres  of  land,  the  same  comprising  | 
a portion  of  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now 
resides.  On  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  occur- 
red two  years  after  his  arrival  in  Wood  county,  j 
he  returned  to  Fairfield  county,  and  remained 
there  for  six  years;  then  again  came  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  lived  with  his  son  until  his 
death  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
Mr.  Martin  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Weston  1 
township  for  sixteen  years,  and  married  most  of 
the  pioneers  in  that  section — in  all,  over  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  couples. 


James  T.  Martin,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  17.  1808.  He 
came  to  Ohio  in  1814,  with  his  parents,  settling 
in  Fairfield  county,  where  he  learned  the  cabi- 
net-maker's trade.  After  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Weston  township  he  tood  up  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  improved  it,  at  the  same  time 
working  on  the  160  acres  owned  by  his  father. 
He  was  also  the  principal  undertaker  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  He  was  married  January 
1,  1834,  to  Miss  Matilda  Smith,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children:  Elinor,  born  Au- 

gust -2,  1 S 36,  died  while  young;  Robert  S.,  born 
February  8,  1 S 3 S,  died  in  infancy;  Jane,  born 
January  9,  1S40,  died  September  22,  1S68; 
Elizabeth,  born  October  14,  1841,  married  E. 
C.  Whitney,  a farmer,  and  lives  in  Nebraska; 
Harriet,  born  April  22,  1844,  is  the  wife  of  L.  S. 
Pugh,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio;  William,  born 
March  24,  1847,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
James  T.,  born  March  28,  1849,  died  in  child- 
hood; and  John  L. , born  September  19,  1854, 
also  died  in  youth.  The  mother  died  Septem- 
ber 21,  1S68,  the  father  and  Jane  on  the  next 
day,  all  of  typhus  fever,  and  on  September  25, 
1868,  they  were  all  buried  in  the  Beaver  Creek 
cemetery- 

William  Martin  obtained  a fair  education  in 
the  district  school  of  his  locality,  which  he  at- 
tended three  months  in  the  year;  the  remainder 
of  the  time  being  given  to  farm  duties.  When 
he  arrived  at  manhood  he  took  up  farming  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
enterprises.  He  owns  225  acres  of  some  of  the 
finest  land  in  Wood  county,  which  he  has  brought 
to  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  on  which  he 
has  placed  some  twenty  miles  of  tiling.  In  1883 
he  erected  a handsome  brick  dwelling,  one  of  the 
best  in  the  township,  at  a cost  of  $3,000,  and  in 
1895  he  built  a commodious  barn  which  cost  him 
$2,000,  and  in  which  he  has  four  silo  bins.  In 
addition  to  general  farming  he  is  quite  an  exten- 
sive stockraiser,  breeding  fine  registered  Aber- 
deen and  Jersey  cattle,  and  some  good  draft 
horses.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  Weston 
creamery.  As  may  be  inferred  from  the  above 
facts  Mr.  Martin  is  a progressive,  wide-awake 
farmer,  a man  who  undertakes  his  business,  and 
gives  it  the  time  and  attention  necessary  to  suc- 
cess. He  stands  well  in  his  community  and  is 
deserving  of  the  esteem  and  respect  which  is  ac- 
corded him.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and 
is  a school  director  and  also  clerk  of  the  board 
Mrs.  Martin  is  a member  of  the  Home  and, 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  the  Aid  Society  and 
the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  Lodge  No.  303.  Ml 
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Martin  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Lodge  No. 
OS i,  and  also  to  Columbian  Encampment. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  March 
19,  [S72,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Lucretia 
J.,  daughter  of  John  Pugh,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Weston  township,  now  deceased.  Four  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union,  namely  Guy  T. , 
born  March  17,  1 S 7 8 , is  assisting  his  father  upon 
the  farm;  Glen  j.,  born  December  13,  I S 8 5 ; 
Ruby  C. , born  April  13,  1890;  and  Ruth  E., 
born  March  18,  1894.  A curious  coincidence  in 
connection  with  these  births  is  the  fact  that  all 
occurred  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  that  the  eldest 
occurred  on  his  grandfather's  birthday. 

Vincent  Fisher,  engaged  in  the  clover-seed 
and  wool  businesses  in  Bloomdale,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  representative  business  men  of 
Wood  county.  He  was  born  in  Cass  township, 
Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  July  19,  1845,  and  is  a son 
of  john  and  Catherine  (Dunlap)  Fisher.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Allegheny  county,  Penn., 
and,  as  he  was  but  three  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  father’s  death,  he  was  reared  by  others.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  State,  and,  on  coming 
to  Ohio,  located  first  ;n  Ashland  county,  where 
he  remained  a couple  of  \'ears,  and  then  went  to 
Washington  township,  Hancock  county.  There 
he  remained  a short  time,  when  he  went  to  Cass 
township.  The  land  was  all  new,  Indians  still 
visited  the  neighborhood,  and  his  first  home  was 
a rude  log  cabin.  The  children  of  the  family 
were  as  follows:  Samuel,  born  in  Pennsylvania, 

died  in  Cass  township,  Hancock  county;  Mary 
Ann,  also  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  married 
David  Manning,- and  died  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Hancock  county;  Catherine,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Smart,  died  in  Fostoria,  Ohio; 
Abraham  broke  his  leg  in  a threshing  machine, 
after  which  he  took  typhoid  fever,  and  passed 
away  in  Cass  township,  Hancock  county;  Eliza- 
beth, deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Edson  Foster,  a 
florist,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  fames  resides  in  Allen 
township,  Hancock  county;  Vincent,  our  subject, 
is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Joseph  lives  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio;  Jackson  makes  his  home  in  Find- 
lay; and  Alice  died  from  injuries  sustained  by 
being  thrown  from  a buggy.  The  father's  death 
occurred  in  Cass  township,  in  May,  1865,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years,  while  at  the  same  place  his 
wife  died  five  years  later,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Fostoria  cemetery. 

Being  the  oldest  son  at  home  at  the  time  of 
his  father’s  death,  Vincent  Fisher  assumed  charge 
of  the  farm,  though  but  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  operated  the  same  for  two  years.  In  Bloom 


township,  Wood  county,  on  Christmas  Day  of 
1866,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  our  subject 
and  Miss  Prudence  Lornan,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Loman.  Fie  then  rented  a house  in  Cass  town- 
| ship,  while  he  worked  as  a laboring  man;  but,  in 
j 1868,  he  leased  his  father-in-law’s  farm,  which  he 
! conducted  for  two  years,  when  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Bloom  township, 
there  erecting  a log  house,  18  x 28  feet,  and  began 
: the  improvement  of  his  place.  In  1874,  how- 
I ever,  he  returned  to  Hancock  county,  where  he 
rented  land  for  a year,  and  then,  in  partnership 
j with  his  brother  Tames,  embarked  in  the  clothing 
! business  in  Columbus  Grove;  but,  at  the  end  of 
j a year,  removed  the  business  to  Arcadia,  Ohio. 
Later  he  conducted  that  enterprise  alone  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  sold  out  at  a great 
loss. 

On  first  coming  to  Bloomdale,  in  1 S 7 S , Mr. 
Fisher  worked  in  the  lumber  yard  of  Bryant  & 

I Linhart — first  as  fireman,  then  head  sawyer,  and 
! later  as  foreman;  but,  at  the  end  of  two  years, 

| he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  26, 

; Bloom  township,  forty-five  of  which  had  been 
improved.  His  means  were  such,  however,  that 
he  had  to  go  in  debt  $2,200  for  his  place.  He 
continued  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his 
1 place  until  the  spring  of  1S91,  when  he  again 
i came  to  Bloomdale,  and  now  rents  his  land.  For 
; two  years  he  engaged  in  the  sale  of  farm  imple- 
■ ments,  but  is  now  extensively  interested  in  buying 
and  selling  clover  seed  and  wool,  at  the  Bloom- 
dale elevators,  in  which  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful. For  about  fifteen  years,  in  connection  with 
his  agricultural  pursuits,  he  also  operated  a thresh- 
I ing  machine,  his  first  experience  in  that  line  dat- 
ing back  to  the  days  of  crude  machinery,  while 
his  father  was  first  to  introduce  a separator  into 
the  northern  part  of  Hancock  county,  and  the 
southern  part  of  Wood  county. 

Two  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fisher,  namely:  Cora,  now  Mrs.  William  W. 

Wineland,  of  Bloom  township;  and  Addie,  now 
Mrs.  Ned  Rosendale,  of  the  same  township.  Tin- 
father  has  ever  taken  a prominent  part  in  the 
promotion  of  every  enterprise  for  the  welfare  of 
his  town  and  county,  and  was  one  of  the  party  of 
citizens  who  helped  to  secure  the  station  of  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad,  by  contribution  of 
labor,  in  putting  in  the  railroad  switch.  He  is 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  Democratic  party,  though 
no  office-seeker,  and  was  five  years  Dem  cr  itic 
township  committeeman.  He  served  an  m.  x- 
pired  term  both  as  marshal  and  aid  rm an  ■>. 
Bloomdale,  being  chairman  of  the  gas  owmnttc.' 
when  the  Northwestern  Gas  Company  und  a ■ k 
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to  charge  exorbitant  prices  for  gas,  and  other 
companies  were  secured  to  start  a competing  line, 
which  would  save  Bloomdale  citizens  many  thou- 
sands of  dollars.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the 
Building  & Loan  Association  of  Bloomdale;  di- 
rector of  the  Northwestern  Fair  Association  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  director  in  the  Bloomdale 
Citizens  Gas  Company;  socially,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Bloomdale  Lodge  No.  406,  I.  O.O.  F. , 
while  his  wife  has  held  membership  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  the  age  of 
fourteen  years.  They  have  many  friends  through- 
out the  community,  and  justly  deserve  the  high 
regard  in  which  they  are  held.  Although  start- 
ing out  with  meager  advantages,  Mr.  Fisher  has, 
by  his  own  labor  and  good  management,  as  well 
as  by  skillful,  but  fair,  manipulation,  gathered  a 
comfortable  competence. 

Daniel  Stocker,  deceased.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,  formerly  a prominent  real-estate 
holder  in  Wood  and  Holmes  counties,  Ohio,  was 
born  February  1,  1819,  in  Oxford  township, 

Tuscarawas  Co.,  Ohio,  the  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Stocker.  He  attended  school  in  his 
native  place  until  the  death  of  his  father,  when 
lie  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Holmes  county, 
renting  a farm  for  a time.  In  1 SS 3 he  came  to 
Wood  county  and  bought  a tract  of  land  lying  on 
the  boundary  between  Weston  and  Grand  Rapids 
townships,  being  the  W.  J,  of  the  S.  W.  J of 
Sec.  21,  Weston  township,  upon  which  he  made 
some  improvements.  He  returned  to  Holmes 
county,  however,  and  carried  on  his  business 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  2S, 
1889.  A man  of  sound  judgment  and  line  abil- 
ities, he  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  all 
who  knew  him  well.  He  was  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  took  an  interest 
in  all  religious  movements.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  held  broad  views  on  all  leading 
questions  of  the  day. 

On  December  31,  1854,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elmira  Willhouer,  who  was  born  October 
9,  1835,  at  Port  Washington,  Tuscarawas  Co., 
Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Johannes  Willhouer.  To 
this  union  were  born  nine  children,  as  follows: 

(1)  Christian  F.,  born  December  7,  1855,  was 
married  on  December  10,  18S7,  to  Miss  Lettie 
Watson,  and  has  two  children — Bessie  and  Hazel. 

(2)  James  W.,  born  May  30,  1857,  was  married 
on  March  14,  1882,  to  Miss  Laura  E.  Wheaton 
(who  was  born  April  6,  1864),  and  has  six  chil- 
dren -Daniel, born  October  8,1882;  Elmira,  born 
September  15,  1884;  Mitte,  born  January  1 1 , 
1887;  George  W. , born  March  15,  1890;  Ollie, 
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\ born  August  29,  1894;  and  Ellen,  born  June  18, 
1896.  (3)  Hiram  J.,  born  April  1,  1859.  (4 

Elizabeth  L.,  born  January  15,  1861,  was  mar- 
ried October  5,  1882,  to  Nelson  Sharp,  of 

| Plolmes  county,  and  has  two  children — Mabel, 
born  August  1,  188S,  and  Walter,  born  July  11, 
1890.  (5)  Daniel  B.,  born  February  4,  1863,  is 

i an  oil  operator  in  Indiana.  (6)  John  S.,  born 
October  1,  1865,  was  married  March  11,  1891, 
to  Miss  Bell  Fenderick  (who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 30,  1871),  and  has  one  son,  Roy,  born  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1S92.  (7)  Joseph,  born  February  iS, 

1867,  died  February  22,  1875.  (8)  Mary  E. , 

born  May  28,  1S70,  was  married  June  11,  1895, 
to  Frank  Nafus,  and  has  one  child — Harvey, 
j ‘(9)  Mitte,  born  March  15,  1873,  died  February 

28,  1875. 

Mrs.  Stocker  came  with  her  family  to  Wood 
county  shortly  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
and  settled  upon  the  property  here,  improving 
and  developing  it  into  a fine  farm.  She  now  re- 
sides there  with  her  second  son,  sustained  by  the 
love  and  affection  of  her  children,  and  the  esteem 
of  a large  circle  of  friends. 

Samuel  J.  Harper  is  a native  of  Holmes 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  September  22, 
1829.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary 
(White)  Harper,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  in  1S16,  and  the  latter  in 
Washington  county,  Penn.  They  were  married 
in  Jefferson  county,  and  moved  to  DeKalb  coun- 
ty, Ind.,  in  1852,  and  Mrs.  Harper  died  therein 
1855.  Mr.  Harper  returned  to  Ohio  in  1 S 5 S and 
settled  in  Wood  county,  w'here  he  married  Mrs. 
Nancy  (Barton)  Jamison.  He  died  at  the  home 
of  our  subject  in  1880.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
following  children:  William  is  a farmer  in  Wes- 

ton; Jane  married  George  McEeg,  and  died  in 
Cincinnati;  Samuel  J.  is  our  subject;  George  P. 
resides  in  DeKalb  county,  Ind.,  on  a farm;  Eliza- 
beth died  unmarried;  James  H.  is  a railroad  man 
of  Bellevue. 

William  Harper,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 

; was  born  in  Ireland,  where  he  married  a Miss 
Johnston,  a native  of  the  same  country.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  accident- 
ally drowned  in  the  Ohio  river. 

Our  subject  remained  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
i until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  at  which  time 
he  went  to  DeKalb  county,  Ind.,  where  he  stayed 
until  1856.  when  he  came  to  Wood  county.  He 
! was  married  in  Perrysburg  October  23.  i.s;<\  to 
Miss  M irj  }.  Barton,  who  \v  is  born  in  Holmes 
J county,  April  1 1 , 1835.  They  have  one  child, 

1 Thomas,  a railroad  conductor  residing  at  Leipsii 
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inaction,  Putnam  Co.,  Ohio.  He  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1858,  and  married  Miss  Addie  Boggs, 
who  was  born  in  Weston  township.  Three  chil- 
dia  n liave  been  born  to  them:  Harry,  Harvey, 

aid  Bessie.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  lived 
m DeKalb  county  for  a year,  then  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  from  here  went  to  Tontogany,  where 
lie  accepted  an  appointment  on  the  C.  FI.  & D. 
railroad  as  brakeman,  and  in  two  years  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  conductor.  From  1S60 
to  1865  he  ran  an  accommodation  train  from  To- 
ledo to  Lima,  after  which  time  he  entered  the 
mercantile  business  at  Milton  Center.  In  1871 
he  sold  out  and  entered  the  railway  mail  service, 
running  between  Toledo  and  Cincinnati  for  two 
years,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  fast  mail 
on  the  L.  S.  & M.  S.  R.  R. , and  ran  from  Cleve- 
land to  Syracuse  for  fifteen  and  a half  years.  He 
then  quit  the  mail  service  to  enter  the  egg  and 
poultry  business  in  Weston,  where  he  remained 
for  three  and  a half  years.  Becoming  tired  of 
that,  he  moved  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives.  He  is  a Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Winfield  Scott.  Mrs.  Har- 
; cr  was  in  the  millinery  and  dress-making  busi- 
ness in  Weston  for  nine  years,  while  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mail  service. 

Mrs.  Harper  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Charlotte  (Johnson)  Barton,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Mifflin  county,  Penn.,  February  27, 
1807,  and  the  latter  in  jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
December  17,  1S11.  They  were  married  De- 

cember 18,  1826.  She  died  April  23,  1S96,  but 
Mr.  Harper  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health.  The  following  children  blessed  their 
union:  Ann,  the  wife  of  George  Bell,  of  Holmes 

county,  Ohio,  died  in  Wood  county  in  1855: 
John  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a half  years; 
Mary  Jane  is  wife  of  our  subject;  Henry  J.  died 
December  7,  1894;  Samuel  J.  lives  in  Weston 
township;  Harriet  E.  married  Ellis  Williams; 
Stephen  Taylor  lives  in  Weston  township;  one 
other  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Harper  grew  to 
womanhood  in  Holmes  county,  and  came  with 
her  parents  to  Wood  county  in  1S52,  and  they 
later  settled  in  Grand  Rapids  township,  from 
where  they  went  to  Weston  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barton  were  both  members  of  the  Disciples 
f hurch,  and  he  is  a Democrat  in  politics. 

Samuel  Brown,  a prominent  manufacturer 
and  stock  breeder,  of  Grand  Rapids  township, 
and  a son  of  one  of  t he  earliest  settlers  of  this 
county,  was  born  at  Beaver  Creek,  April  18,  1841. 

Alexander  Brown,  his  father,  was  born  in 


| Perry  county,  Ohio,  November  24,  1S02.  and 
! settled  in  Wood  county  about  1 S 2 8 ; he  followed 
the  occupation  of  farmer  and  veterinary  surgeon, 
j and  w'as  one  of  the  first  settlers  to  go  back,  from 
the  Maumee.  In  Perry  county,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Anna  North,  w;ho  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.,  September  30,  1804.  Twelve  chi  1 - 
i dren  were  born  to  this  worthy  pioneer  couple, 
namely:  Caroline,  born  in  Perry  county,  March 

10,  1823,  became  the  wife  of  John  McKee,  and 
died  December  26,  1856;  James,  born  in  P'air- 
field  county,  October  26,  1824,  died  September 
i 11,  i860;  Mary,  born  January  11,  1827,  died 
i January  6,  1842;  Morgan,  born  March  10,  1S29, 

I the  first  white  child  born  on  the  Maumee,  south 
of  Perrysburg,  died  June  20,  188S;  Sarah,  born 
January  15,  1833,  is  the  wife  of  S.  Condit,  a 
farmer  of  Oregon;  William,  born  September  17, 
1834,  a prominent  stock  raiser  and  veterinary 
surgeon  of  Weston;  Isaac  Newton,  born  August 
15,  1836,  died  May  31,  1896;  Eliza  Jane,  born 
i November  25,  1838,  became  the  wife  of  john 
McLain,  and  died  January  17,  1884;  Samuel, 
our  subject;  Margaret  E.,  born  November  17, 
1S43,  became  the  wife  of  Elliot  Warner,  No- 
vember 29,  1871;  Joseph,  born  May  31,  1846, 

; died  October  4,  1847:  and  Anna,  born  Septem- 
ber 15,  1S48,  became  the  wife  of  W.  L.  Row- 
! land,  and  died  April  27,  1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  wrere  noted  for  their  hospitality,  and  the 
weary  stranger  ever  found  “their  latch-string 
out."  He  passed  to  his  final  rest  September  15, 
i 1870,  and  his  estimable  wife  survived  until  June 
i 30,  1881. 

Samuel  Brown,  our  subject,  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  near  his  birthplace,  and  assisted  his 
father  upon  the  farm,  until  the  breaking  out  of 
war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  68th 
O.  V.  I.,  with  Col.  Steedman  and  Capt.  Yoris. 
He  took  part  in  most  of  the  important  battles  of 
i the  war,  including  those  of  Fort  Donelson. 
Shiloh,  Bolivar,  Metamora,  luka,  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  and  the  engagements  of  the  famous 
Atlanta  campaign,  his  regiment  being  among  the 
host  that  went  “marching  through  Georgia" 
with  Sherman.  At  the  battle  of  Metamora,  the 

I 2th  Mich.  V.  I.,  the  68th  O.  V I.  and  the  46th 
111.  V.  I.,  fought  with  unusual  determination,  the 
68th  taking  the  lead  in  the  desperate  charge  on 
the  Rebels,  compelling  the  surrender  of  553  men. 
Three  companies  of  the  68th,  of  which  Company 

II  was  one.  acted  as  guard  for  these  prisoners  as 
far  as  Bolivar. . Tenn. , where  they  were  turned 
over  to  the  Ui  d St  ites  Government.  During 
the  march  to  Bolivar,  the  Union  soldiers  were 
often  amused  bv  the  stones  of  t tie  Confedet ates. 


‘ 


> 

, 

. . 

. 


■ 

' 


4 

' 

‘ 

. 

' 

. 

■ 


1104 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Once  in  a while  one  of  the  “wearers  of  the  } 
gray”  would  undertake  to  make  a speech;  one  ! 
of  them  gave  in  substance,  much  to  the  chagrin  of 
his  comrades,  the  following;  “ We  enlisted  be- 
cause we  were  told  it  was  the  best  thing  to  do; 
that  it  would  be  only  a little  ‘ breakfast  job  ' to 
fight  the  Northerners.  A Yankee  might  go  out 
and  kill  a squirrel  in  cold  blood,  but  when  it 
came  to  fighting  men,  they  would  be  sure  to  run. 
Then  we  of  the  Sunny  South  can  go  up  in  Ohio, 
take  160  acres  of  land,  and  it  will  be  the  best  pay 
we  ever  had  for  so  little  work.  Now  we  are 
marching  toward  the  North,  but  I don’t  believe 
we  will  get  the  land.  Boys,  the  only  thing  that 
seems  clear  to  me  now,  is  that  our  cause  is  un- 
just, and  that  we  have  rebelled  against  the  best 
government  on  earth.  We  are  treated  as  we 
ought  to  be,  whipped  and  chased  from  every 
nook  and  corner;  even  when  we  have  fought 
against  equal  numbers,  wre  have  been  whipped. 

It  is  the  height  of  folly  to  hold  out  longer,  and 
the  sooner  the  whole  army  surrenders  and  stops 
the  shedding  of  blood,  the  better.”  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  a man  could  utter  such  senti- 
ments in  the  presence  of  his  Rebel  comrades  with- 
out being  frequently' interrupted ; but  the  applause 
that  greeted  him  from  the  loyal  Union  soldiers 
was  sufficient  compensation.  Although  our  sub- 
ject suffered  all  the  hardships  incident  to  the  life 
of  a soldier  in  active  service,  he  heartily  enjoyed 
the  excitement,  and  served  as  long  as  there  was 
any  fighting  to  be  done,  receiving  his  discharge 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  July  15,  1865. 

At  the  close  of  his  term  of  service,  he  returned 
home,  and  on  October  3,  1865,  was  married  to 
Miss  Maggie  J.  Ross,  who  wtis  born  November 
12,  1843,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Polly  Ross, 
well-known  and  respected  residents  of  Weston, 
now  Grand  Rapids,  township.  She  had  been  a 
prominent  school  teacher  for  a number  of  years, 
having  begun  that  work  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and 
her  entire  life  was  spent  in  labor  tending  to  the 
upbuilding  of  humanity,  and  in  caring  for  the 
welfare  of  others.  She  was  one  of  the  very  pa- 
triotic ladies  of  this  county  during  the  Rebellion, 
counting  no  sacrifice  too  great,  no  toil  too  severe 
for  endurance,  if  aid  could  thereby  be.  given  to 
the  Union  cause,  or  comfort  to  the  “ Boys  in 
Blue.”  On  many  occasions  she  denounced  those 
who  were  disloyal  to  the  Federal  government. 
She  was  a devoted  Christian,  a member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  tireless  in  her 
work  for  the  Church;  nothing  but  sickn  •-  pre- 
vented her  attendance  both  at  Sabbath-  - hool 
and  Church  services.  She  died  April  8,  1 886, 
after  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  of  happy  wed- 


ded life.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown-, 
was  born  one  son,  Orlo,  C.,  July  17,  1866,  now 
a farmer  of  Grand  Rapids  township  (on  March 
15,  1889,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Bortle, 
of  Henry  county,  who  was  born  December  1 . 
1870,  and  they  have  two  children — Merl  A., 
born  June  18,  1891,  and  Kyle  L. , born  May  19, 

1 893). 

In  the  fall  of  1889  our  subject  went  to  Oregon 
for  rest  and  recreation,  and  remained  three  years. 
Since  his  return  he  has  given  his  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  Jersey  cattle,  and  fine  horses.  He 
has  a handsome  brick  residence,  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  township.  He  is  interested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick  and  tile.  He  is  a member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church;  in  politics,  a Re- 
publican, and  has  served  the  community  in  vari- 
ous official  .positions,  having  been  supervisor  and 
clerk  of  the  board  of  education,  and  school  di- 
rector for  a number  of  years.  A man  of  kindly 
nature  and  progressive  mind,  he  is  at  the  front  in 
any  movement  which  tends  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity. 

George  W.  Smith,  a leading  and  prosperous 
1 farmer  residing  in  Section  28,  Troy  township,  has 
witnessed  almost  the  entire  development  of  this 
region,  as  he  was  born  in  that  township  in  1837, 
and  has  ahvays  made  his  home  there.  His  fa- 
ther, Daniel  Smith,  was  a native  of  the  eastern 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood,  and,  on  going  to  the  western  part  of 
the  State,  there  wedded  Marv  Mixter,  by  whom 
he  had  seven  children,  who  in  order  of  birth 
were  as  follows;  Eliza  died  in  Troy  township,  in 
1891;  John  makes  his  home-  there,  now  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years;  Aaron  is  married,  and 
: lives  in  Webster  township,  Wood  county:  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  Chamberlain,  Mrs.  Catherine  Cham- 
berlain, Mrs.  Amanda  Dennis  and  George  W . 
are  all  of  Troy  township.  In  Pennsylvania  the 
father  owned  a small  farm  of  twenty  acres,  which 
he  operated  in  connection  with  work  at  the  black- 
smith’s trade;  but  in  1834  he  came  to  Ohio  and 
; located  in  Troy  township,  Wood  county,  on  a 
i tract  of  government  land.  To  clearing  and  im- 
! proving  his  place  he  then  devoted  his  time  and 
j attention,  until  his  death,  in  1848.  His  wife, 
i who  survived  him  several  years,  also  died  in  Tro\ 

1 township,  on  the  old  homestead,  in  1863. 

George  W.  Smith  obtained  such  an  education 
as  the  district  schools  of  Troy  township  nfRi  led 
at  that  early  date,  and  was  reared  on  t'.i  1 nut 
farm.  Agriculture  has  been  his  life  w ork,  ind  In 
now  owns  a highly  cultivated  tract  of  160  acres, 
which  yield  to  him  a ready  return  for  the  car.' 
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and  labor  expended  upon  it.  He  is  entirely  in- 
dependent of  party  lines  in  politics,  his  only  cri- 
terion in  such  matters  being  whether  any  meas- 
ure is  for  the  benefit  of  the  county  in  which  he 
lives,  or  calculated  to  elevate  society  at  large. 

Josiah  Stouffer,  one  of  the  representative, 
substantial,  self-made  men  of  Bloomdale,  affords 
in  his  career  an  example  of  the  success  which 
may  be  attained  by  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, combined  with  fair  dealing. 

Joseph  Stouffer,  his  father,  was  born  June  9, 
1812,  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.  He  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  carpenter  and  cabinet-maker 
for  many  years,  and  most  of  his  tools  are  now  in 
the  possession  of  our  subject.  He  was  at  one 
time  engaged  in  making  coffins,  and  he  also  built 
many  houses,  among  these  being  a handsome 
residence  on  the  Monongahela  river,  in  Fayette 
county,  fur  Abraham  Overholt,  the  pioneer  dis- 
tiller. In  those  days  great  quantities  of  timber 
were  rafted  down  the  Monongahela,  and  he  found 
employment  at  that  for  a time.  On  September 
12,  1839,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Dobler, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  State  April  9,  1817. 
J.  C.  Dobler,  her  father,  was  a native  of  Shon- 
dorf,  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  born  August  1, 
1776,  and  was  a teacher  by  occupation.  On 
J^y  27,  1802,  he  married  Ann  Moria  Erbse, 
who  was  born  February  14,  1780,  and  by  whom 
he  had  thirteen  children.  They  came  to  America 
March  6,  1805. 

In  1855  Mr.  Stouffer  decided  to  move  to  Ohio, 
where  land  was  cheaper,  and  his  growing  family 
could  have  a better  chance  in  life.  He  came  by 
the  old  “ strap  railroad  " to  Findlay,  and  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Hancock  county,  paying  for  it  in  part  from 
the  proceeds  of  his  property  in  Pennsylvania. 
After  this  he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming, 
giving  but  little  time  to  his  trade,  even  hiring 
help  on  his  own  buildings.  He  had  attended 
school  only  six  months  in  all,  but  had  acquired  a 
good  practical  education.  His  judgment  was 
excellent,  and  by  industry  he  gained  a com- 
petence, his  [20-acre  farm  being  one  of  the  best 
in  that  locality.  On  September  12,  1889,  he 
and  his  good  wife,  to  whom  he  always  attributes 
a large  share  of  his  success,  celebrated  their 
“ golden  wedding,”  with  many  friends  and  rela- 
tives present.  Just  two  years  later,  on  Septem- 
ber 11,  1891,  he  departed  this  life,  his  wife  sur- 
viving until  January  29,  1893.  The  remains  of 
both  now  lie.  in  the  cemetery  at  Fostoria.  They 
were  members  of  the  U.  13.  Church,  to  which 
they  contributed  liberally.  They  had  ten  chil- 
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dren,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Mary  A.,  February  21,  1S41  (she  mar- 

ried Cyrus  Eckels,  and  died  in  Hancock  county. 
September  11,  1866);  Levi,  April  14,  1842  died 
October  4,  1842);  Henry  D.,  July  26,  1843  ' he 
married  Mary  J.  Linhart,  and  is  a merchant  of 
North  Baltimore);  Samuel,  March  9,  1846  he 
married  Sarah  J.  Stoner,  and  is  a farmer  in  Han- 
cock county);  Sarah,  June  12,  1848  (married 
James  H.  Slosser,  of  Hancock  county);  Susanna, 
October  14,  1850  (married  John  Stoner,  of  Tarr 
Station,  Penn.);  Josiah,  November  2,  1852  our 
subject) ; Catherine  E.,  January  2,  1854  (living 
on  the  old  farm  in  Hancock  county);  Magdalena. 
July  19,  1855  (died  August  22,  of  the  same  year  : 
and  Jacob  W. , February  28,  1S58  (a  farmer  in 
Hancock  county;  he  married  Miss  Carrie  McCon- 
nell). 

Josiah  Stouffer  was  born  November  2,  1S52. 
near  Mt.  Pleasant,  Fayette  count)-,  and  was 
three  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  family's  re- 
moval from  Pennsylvania.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  Hancock 
county.  He  remained  at  home,  helping  upon 
the  farm,  until  the  age  of  nineteen,  when  he 
began  .to  learn  the  tinner’s  trade  with  F.  R. 
Stewart,  of  Fostoria.  After  a three-years'  ap- 
prenticeship he  and  his  brother  Henry  opened  a 
store  (the  pioneer  tin  store  of  North  Baltimore  . 
dealing  in  tinware,  stoves,  hardware  and  imple- 
ments, under  the  firm  name  of  H.  D.  Stouffer  N 
Bro.,  which  was  later  changed  to  Stouffer  Bros. 
In  1878  our  subject  withdrew  as  a partner,  but 
remained  in  the  store  as  an  employe. 

On  August  4,  1878,  Mr.  Stouffer  was  married 
in  Findlay  to  Miss  Almeda  Osborn,  a native  of 
Sandusky  county,  born  August  17,  185G.  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  L.  J.  and  Susan  (Short)  Osborn.  Her 
father  was  born  July  9,  [826,  in  Cayuga  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  August  13,  1895,  in  Wood  coun- 
ty; he  had  been  a member  of  the  U.  B.  Church 
forty-two  years,  and  a minister  in  the  Sandusky 
Conference.  Her  mother  was  born  December 
24,  1828,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  died 
August  17,  1894,  in  Wood  county.  Seven  chil- 
dren lived  to  maturity  out  of  the  family  of  elev  en 
born  to  them,  viz.  : Tryphena,  Harriet,  Sarah. 
John  R. , Lizetta.  Mrs.  Stouffer,  Lurory.  Anna, 
Ida,  Oren  and  George.  Mrs.  Stouffer  received 
good  common-school  education,  and  taught  for 
three  terms  before  her  marriage.  She  is  now  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  Bloomdale.  tin- 
first  lady  in  Bloom  township  elected  to  that  p >- 
sition.  Their  home  shows  the  influence  of  her 
refinement  and  culture  and  their  four  children 
enjoy  good  educational  advantages,  and  are  h \ - 
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ers  of  books  and  music.  They  are  as  follows: 
Jennie  Grace,  born  March  22,  1S8S;  Zoe  Dott, 
born  October  17,  1 8 S 2 ; Karl  J.,  born  June  19, 
1884,  and  Myrth  M.,  born  October  6.  1886. 

In  October,  1S89,  Mr.  Stouffer  bought  a 
hardware  and  grocery  store  in  Bloomdale  from 
E.  P.  Emerson,  added  tinware  and  stoves,  and 
also  opened  a tin  shop,  the  first  in  the  town. 
Later  he  laid  in  a stock  of  boots,  shoes,  cloth- 
ing and  agricultural  implements,  and  his  expand- 
ing business  compelled  him  to  build  an  additional 
store  room  in  1894.  His  trade  in  the  various 
departments  is  now  the  largest  in  Bloomdale,  his 
reputation  for  integrity  is  of  the  highest,  and  to 
judge  the  future  by  the  .past  we  may  hope  to  see 
him  win  still  further  triumphs  in  his  chosen  line. 
He  owns  a residence  in  North  Baltimore,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  business  property,  and  has  an  interest 
in  the  homestead  in  Hancock  county.  His  read- 
ing has  been  extended,  and  he  has  improved 
upon  his  somewhat  limited  advantages  in  early 
life,  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  the  ques- 
tions of  the  time.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
as  was  his  father  in  the  later  years  of  his  life;  but 
he  does  mo  active  party  work,  his  business  re- 
nuiring  hie  attention.  He  and  his  wife  are  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Liberal  U.  B.  Church,  at 
Bloomdale,  to  which  he  is  one  of  the  most  gen- 
erous contributors. 

George  Cooper,  a prominent  resident  of 
Bloomdale,  well-known  throughout  that  vicinity 
as  a business  man  of  great  ability  and  absolute 
integrity,  was  born  in  Warwickshire,  England, 
October  4,  1824. 

William  Cooper,  his  father,  was  a blacksmith 
and  veterinary  surgeon  there.  He  married  Sarah 
Shirley,  who  was  one  of  the  children  of  William 
Shirley,  all  of  whom  lived  to  an  advanced  age — 
William  dying  at  eighty-eight.  Parson  at  sixty- 
four,  Thomas  at  eighty,  John  at  eighty,  Richard 
at  eighty,  Ann  (Mrs.  Walker)  at  ninety,  Hannah 
at  eighty,  James  at  eighty,  and  Sarah  (Mrs. 
Cooper)  at  eighty-four.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cooper  were  born  eleven  children.  He  died  in 
1S29,  leaving  the  four  youngest  children  unpro- 
vided for,  the  others  being  already  settled  in  life. 
Mrs.  Cooper  for  some  time  after  her  husband's 
death  supported  her  little  ones  by  nursing,  giving 
them  a good  education  for  the  time.  Her  chil- 
dren have  all  done  well  in  life.  One  son  is  a 
general  manufacturer  of  leather  furnishings  for 
military  service,  foreman  of  a large  plant  at 
Birmingham,  England,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  for  at  least  fifty  years. 

Our  subject  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  went 


to  reside  with  his  mother's  brothers,  who  were 
' farmers,  and  from  them  learned  that  business. 
In  1849  he  came  to  America,  spending  four  weeks 
on  the  voyage  on  the  sailing  vessel  “ Elizabeth,” 
i and  landed  in  New  York  May  1,  1849.  He  had 
only  $15  left,  but  he  soon  secured  employment  at 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  at  $8.  per  month.  After  two 
months  he  became  the  driver  of  a team  for  a 
large  hour-mill  there,  and  the  next  year  began  to 
learn  the  miller's  trade,  but,  not  liking  it,  gave  it 
up  shortly.  On  November  21,  1851,  he  was 
married  at  Palmyra,  to  Miss  Emma  Jaques,  who 
was  born  September  29,  1832,  three  miles  from 
his  own  early  home.  Her  father,  William  Jaques, 

! was  of  French  descent  and  followed  farming  as  an 
: occupation  He  married  Miss  Dina  French,  and 
reared  a family  of  nine  children,  some  of  whom 
came  to  America  early  in  life.  In  1S36  the  fa- 
ther, who  was  feeble  in  health,  sold  his  farm, 
intending  to  bring  his  family  to  this  country,  and 
a son,  William,  was  on  his  way  home  from 
1 America  to  accompany  them  on  the  voyage, 
when  Mr.  Jaques  died.  The  widow  with  six 
children  came  in  1837,  on  the  vessel  “ Splendid  " 
(Capt.  Leonard),  landing  in  New  York  after  one 
month  at  sea.  She  remained  at  Syracuse  with 
j two  married  daughters  for  some  time,  and  then 
: bought  a farm  near  Palmyra,  later  moving  into 
! the  village.  When  Mrs.  Cooper  was  eight  years 
old  her  mother  returned  to  England,  where  she 
was  married  to  John  Greenhill,  coming  back  to 
Palmyra  in  the  spring  of  1S46.  She  was  a lady 
of  great  intelligence,  the  author  of  poems  and 
other  writings  of  a high  order.  Her  family  in- 
herited much  of  her  ability,  and  one  son.  Rev. 
Jabez  R.  Jaques,  was  a distinguished  instructor 
of  languages  in  some  of  the  best  colleges  in  this 
country  and  Canada.  She  died  in  Bedford, 
Mich.,  December  27,  1865. 

I11  1835  Mr.  Cooper  brought  his  wife  and 
baby  to  Hancock  county,  and  with  $400  of  his 
savings,  and  $300  belonging  to  his  wife,  he 
bought  a farm  of  forty-nine  acres,  upon  which 
there  was  a log  house  of  two  rooms.  Two  years 
later  he  sold  it,  doubling  his  money,  and  coming 
to  Wood  county  he  bought  1 20  acres  in  Perry 
township,  afterward  selling  forty  acres  for  half 
the  cost  of  the  whole.  He  then  bought  eighty 
acres  more  and  made  of  it  a tine  farm,  and  in 
1 866  he  traded  for  208  acres  in  Perry  township, 
well  improved,  by  paying  $4,800  bonus.  Here 
he  lived  until  18S1,  when  lie  retired  to  Fostoria 
for  over  three  years,  returning  then  to  the  farm 
I In  May,  1S92.  he  moved  to  Bloomdale,  leaving 
the  active  work  of  his  estate  toother  hands.  He 
owns  two  dwelling  houses  in  Bloomdale,  and  one 
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jn  Fostoria.  In  his  younger  days  he  possessed 
ijreat  strength,  and  his  prosperity  is  based  upon 
industry  joined  to  judicious  management,  his  es- 
timable wife  being  a true  helpmeet  in  his  efforts. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  them:  Ruth  A., 

November  12 , 1852,  died  April  29,  1867;  Flor- 
• cnee,  January  1 , 1S65  'married  H.  M.  Marvin,  and 
died  May  10,  1SS0,  in  Augusta,  Mich.);  Alice,  Au- 
gust 31,1 857  (married  Wellington  Welch,  of  Bloom 
township);  George  M.,  September  19,  1859,  lives 
h.  Perry  township;  Fannie,  October  9, 1861,  mar- 
ried Dr.  E.  Id.  Chilcote,  of  Bloomdale;  Louella, 
October  9,  1870,  is  at  home,  and  Robert  S.  No- 
’ vember  11,  1874,  died  August  18,  1873. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  are  leading  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  with  which  Mrs.  Cooper 
united  in  1848,  Mr.  Cooper  in  1851.  He  has 
been  a class-leader  for  many  years,  and  was 
f superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  a long 
. time.  His  contributions  to  all  philanthropic 
movements  are  liberal,  and  he  has  helped  to  build 
,■  churches  for  several  denominations.  In  politics 
f‘  he  was  a Republican  until  1881,  when  he  be- 
7 came  a Prohibitionist,  but  he  has  never  allowed 

t his  name  to  be  presented  as  a candidate  for 

,,  official  position. 

£ 

David  L.  Leslie  is  a citizen  of  worth;  and 
p.  one  of  the  most  progressive  agriculturists  of 
Bloom  township,  which  is  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity.  He  was  born  January  2 2,  1851,  a son  of 
David  and  Marv  1 Brandeberrv  Leslie. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  August  30, 
1813,  >n  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
d grandfather,  Joseph  Leslie,  followed  farming  for 
many  years.  David  was  married  in  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,  August  29,  1 S 3 3 , to  Miss  Brande- 
berry,  who  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  April  13, 
l 1814,  a daughter  of  Conrad  Brandeberrv.  They 
lived  in  Carroll  countv  until  the  fall  of  1S4S, 
when  they  took  up  their  residence  upon  the  farm 
which  is  now  the  home  of  our  subject.  A cabin 
of  logs  and  bark  was  built  in  the  midst  of  the 
woods,  and  wild  game  could  be  secured  only  a 
short  distance  from  their  home,  such  was  the 

p 

primitive  condition  of  the  country.  The  father 
i ‘lied  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  in  1875,  and  the 
mother  died  in  Gratiot  county,  Mich.,  about 
*883.  Their  children  were  Joseph,  who  was 
horn  May  26,  1834.  and  died  at  the  age  of  three 
V'-'ars;  Conrad,  born  October  31,  1836,  who  died 
'•larch  19,  1864,  while  going  from  Libby  to 
Lidersonville  prison,  having  been  made  a pris- 
m.T  while  serving  in  the  1 1 it’11  O.  V.  I.;  Susan, 

' tii  December  30.  183S.  now  Mrs.  John  Alex- 
ander, of  Bloomdale;  William,  who  was  born 

. I 


April  13,  1841,  and  died  in  Pekin,  Ohio,  in  June. 
1S92;  Elizabeth,  born  August  10,  1S44,  now 
Mrs.  James  Valanc,  of  Ithaca,  Mich. ; Mary,  born 
November  10,  1846,  wife  of  Levi  Fowler,  of 
Berrien  county,  Mich.;  John,  born  March  10, 
1848,  of  Gratiot  county,  Mich.;  David  L. , sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Stephen,  born  September  30, 
1S53,  of  Jackson,  Mich.;  and  Matilda,  born 
March  9,  1837,  wife  of  Frank  Dell,  of  Ashland 
county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Leslie  received  but  limited  educational 
privileges,  for  from  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he 
has  not  only  provided  for  his  own  maintenance, 
but  also  aided  in  the  support  of  the  family.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  went  with  his  father  to 
Calhoun  county,  Mich.,  and  there  earned  the 
first  money  which  he  was  allowed  to  retain,  his 
other  earnings  having  been  given  to  his  parents. 
He  was  married  January  21,  1875,  m Eagleville, 
Ohio,  to  Alice  Leathers,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  W.  S.  Richard.  Mrs.  Leslie  was 
born  in  Bloom  township,  June  9,  1853,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Catherine  (Ziegler  Leathers. 
Her  father  was  the  first  native  white  child  of 
Bloom  township,  born  March  6,  1834,  and  was 
killed  in  a gristmill  in  Eagleville.  Our  subject 


home  farm,  living  in  a log  cabin.  He  operated 
forty  acres  of  land  for  his  mother,  and  subse- 
quently he  bought  the  home  farm  at  sheriff's  sale, 
his  father  having  in  the  meantime  sold  it  to  Pat- 
rick McManus,  who  could  not  pay  for  it.  It  be- 
came Mr.  Leslie's  propert}T  in  August,  1880.  He 
now  has  forty  acres  cleared  and  under  cultiva- 
tion, drained  by  five  and  a half  miles  of  tiling, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  neatest  and  most  thrifty 
looking  farms  in  the  county.  In  1S93  he  built  a 
large  barn,  and  the  community  recognizes  in  him 
one  of  its  most  progressive  agriculturists. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leslie  have  had  five  children  — 
Nettie  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  vear  and 
nine  months:  Dessie  F. ; Frank  B. ; Charles  W. . 
and  Don  H The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Liberal  United  Brethren  Church,  of  Pleasant 
Grove,  of  which  he  has  served  as  trustee.  In 
politics  he  was  formerly  a Republican,  but  he  is 
now  identified  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He 
is  a self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term. 

Charles  J.  Niem.w,  a member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Nieman  Bros.,  of  Peinborville. 
undertakers  and  dealers  in  furniture,  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  men  of  his  age  in  that  locality  his 
ability  in  business  and  public  affairs  winning  for 
him  the  confidence  and  regard  of  the  entire  com- 
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munity.  He  was  born  September  29,  1869,  in 
Sandusky  county,  where  his  grandfather,  John  j 
Nieman,  a native  of  Germany,  located,  and  died 
near  Woodville,  Ohio.  Louis  Nieman,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  in  Sandusky  county,  and 
lived  there  until  about  two  years  ago,  when  he 
moved  to  Woodville.  He  married  Louisa  Mey- 
ers, a daughter  of  the  late  Garrett  Meyers,  who 
spent  his  last  years  near  Woodville.  To  their 
union  two  children  were  born:  Henry,  born 

1867,  is  a partner  in  the  business  at  Pemberville; 
and  Charles  J.,  our  subject. 

Charles  j.  Nieman  received  his  early  educa- 
tion principally  in  the  district  schools  at  Wood- 
ville, where  he  grew  to  manhood.  His  first  em- 
ployment was  as  agent  for  the  Woodville  Cream- 
ery Company,  and,  after  spending  four  years  “on 
the  road  ” for  them,  he  became  a traveling  sales- 
man for  Waldcutter,  Stein  & Co.,  chair  manu-  1 
facturers  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  In  1892  he  resigned 
this  position,  and,  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
Henry,  bought  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
business  at  Pemberville,  which  they  have  since  i 
conducted  with  great  success. 

Mr.  Nieman  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  of  which  his  ancestors  have  been  adher- 
ents for  many  generations.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  his  influence  and  activity  in  local 
affairs  promise  to  make  him  a prominent  figure 
in  wider  circles  in  the  near  future.  In  the  spring 
of  1894,  he  was  elected  clerk  of  Freedom  town- 
ship, leading  the  ticket,  and  his  faithful  and  ju- 
dicious discharge  of  his  duties  has  gained  him 
hearty  commendation  from  all  classes,  as  is 
shown  by  his  re-election  to  the  same  office  in  the 
spring  of  1896.  Mr.  Nieman  is  a stockholder  in 
the  Curtis  Oil  Co.,  operating  at  Curtis,  Ohio;  | 
the  company  was  recently  organized,  and  has  ; 
one  well  completed,  which  proves  a good  one. 

Daniel  Streeter.  The  name  of  this  gentle- 
man is  well  and  favorably  known  throught  Wash- 
ington township,  where  he  is  prosperously  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  He  is  a native  of  the 
Empire  State,  born  in  the  town  of  Alabama,  i 
Genesee  county,  June  6,  1830,  and  is  a son  of 
Solomon  and  Sallie  (Arnold)  Streeter,  both  nat- 
ives of  Vermont,  in  which  State  they  were  married. 
They  later  removed  to  New  York,  and  the  year 
1838  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Ohio,  coming  by 
steamboat  to  Sandusky  City,  then  by  the  Huron 
river  to  Huron  county,  where  the  father  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  for  two  years.  In  1840 
he  located  in  Ottawa  county,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  and  there  spent  his  remaining  days,  dying  in 
1856.  The  mother  died  in  that  county  the  year 


of  their  arrival  there.  In  their  family  were  ten 
children — Maria,  Fannie,  Helen,  Maranda,  Filah. 
Caroline,  Julia  Ann,  David,  Benjamin  and  Daniel. 

The  last  named  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Ottawa  county,  pursuing  his  studies  in  an  old 
log  school  house,  with  primitive  furniture,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  laid  aside  his  text  books 
to  take  up  the  sterner  duties  of  life,  as  he  then 
started  out  to  make  his  own  livelihood,  working 
by  the  month  as  a farm  hand  until  his  marriage. 
In  1865  we  find  him  in  Wood  county,  where  he 
bought  ninety-five  acres  of  good  land,  but  has 
since  disposed  of  forty  acres  of  that  amount.  The 
remainder  he  still  cultivates,  converting  it  into 
on'e  of  the  best  farms  of  the  locality,  whereon  are 
seen  all  modern  improvements  which  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Streeter  gives  his  cordial  support  to  the 
Democratic  party,  served  as  trustee  in  Ottawa 
county  for  a couple  of  years,  and  has  also  been  a 
school  director.  For  a time  he  was  a member 
of  the  Grange,  and  .his  religious  connection  is 
with  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He  is  a man 
in  whom  his  neighbors  have  entire  confidence  and, 
who  will  hold  his  name  in  kindly  remembrance 
long  after  he  has  departed  hence. 

In  1854  was  performed  the  marriage  cere- 
mony which  united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Streeter 
and  Miss  Mary  Jane  Hollingshead,  of  Bay  town- 
ship, Ottawa  Co.,  Ohio.  Her  birth  occurred  on 
the  20th  of  August,  1827.  By  her  marriage 
she  has  become  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
only  four  of  whom  now  survive:  Samuel  George, 
a butcher  of  Tontogany;  Mary  Irene;  Robert  B. . 
and  Eva  Estella. 

Samuel  Hollingshead,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Streeter,  was  born  in  Huntingdon  county,  Penn.. 
January  19,  1789,  and  was  a son  of  John  Hol- 
lingshead, of  Irish  and  German  descent.  For 
nine  months  he  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  o? 
1812,  and  later  re-enlisted,  aiding  the  States  un- 
til the  close  of  that  struggle.  It  was  in  1812  that 
he  first  came  to  Ohio,  where  he  ever  afterward 
made  his  home.  On  June  25,  1822,  at  Fremont, 
this  State,  he  wedded  Mary  Whitinger,  who  w is 
born  here,  though  of  Pennsylvania  parentage: 
her  ancestors  had  lived  where  the  battle  of 
Lundy’s  Lane  was  fought.  She  died  at  Port 
Clinton,  Ohio,  June  23,  1862,  and  her  husband., 
who  survived  her,  passed  away  at  the  same  place 
in  March,  1875.  In  their  family  were  ten  chil- 
dre:  John,  who  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth, 

widow  of  James  H.  McGruder,  of  Port  Clinton 
Marv  Jane,  wife  of  our  subject;  William  C . wh 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Ottawa  C'unt\ 
James,  deceased,  who  wedded  Elizabeth  Atk 
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son,  of  Port  Clinton;  Margaret  D.,  deceased  wife 
of  Absalom  Shook,  of  Illinois;  Robert  M.,  who 
married  Lucy  Dickens,  bv  whom  he  had  seven 
children,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Louisa  Goda; 
Statira,  wife  of  Wesley  Belknap,  of  Iowa;  Jo- 
sephine, deceased  wife  of  Clouse  Harmes,  of  Fre- 
mont, Ohio;  and  Samuel,  who  was  a member  of 
the  home  guards  from  Ottawa  county,  and  died 
in  the  South  during  the  Civil  war.  During  his 
father’s  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  he  saw  the 
great  battle  between  Perry  and  the  English  troops, 
and  assisted  the  soldiers  in  removing  stores  from 
Put-in  Bay  to  Toledo.  From  the  latter  place  he 
walked  to  Port  Clinton,  having  nothing  to  eat 
upon  the  entire  trip.  He  was  also  on  the  lakes 
for  four  days  without  food,  so  that  he  experi- 
enced all  the  privations  and  hardships  of  war  in 
those  early  days.  By  trade  he  was  a gunsmith, 
but  ill  later  life  gave  his  entire  attention  to  farm- 
ing. He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  during 
the  early  days,  and  although  without  a knowl- 
edge of  law,  his  own  judgment  and  wisdom  guided 
him  to  almost  unerring  decisions;  he  also  served 
as  commissioner  of  Sandusky  county  for  eighteen 
years;  was  associate  judge  and  treasurer  of  Otta- 
wa county,  and  lastly,  was  representative  of  that 
District.  In  politics  he  was  an  earnest  Demo- 
crat, and  both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  were 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

George  W.  Black,  a prominent  and  well-to- 
do  agriculturist  of  Bloom  township,  was  born  Au- 
gust 8,  1854,  in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio. 

John  Black,  his  father,  was  a native  of  Mary- 
land, but,  when  a boy,  came  to  Ohio  with  his 
parents,  who  settled  in  Wyandot  county.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Jacoby,  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whose  parents  had  moved  to  Wyandot 
county  during  her  girlhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black 
are  still  living  on  a farm  two  miles  east  of  a place 
which  he  and  two  of  his  brothers  bought  and 
cleared  a few  years  after  his  marriage.  John 
Black  is  a leading  citizen  of  his  locality,  a stanch 
Republican,  and,  while  he  is  notan  office  seeker, 
he  has  always  taken  an  intluential  part  in  any 
movements  for  the  public  welfare.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  his  wife  belongs 
to  the  U.  B.  Church.  They  had  six  children,  of 
whom,  our  subject,  George  W. , is  the  eldest;  La- 
fayette died  July  10,  18S0,  in  Wyandot  county; 
Leander  lives  in  Tiffin,  Ohio;  John  A.  is  a resi- 
dent of  Wyandot  county;  Noah  is  a farmer  in  the 
same  county;  Elnora  is  the  wife  of  Edward  IF-  tr, 
°f  Wyandot  county. 

George  W.  Black  received  his  first  instruction 
,n  the  district  schools  of  Wyandot  county.  He 


was  very  ambitious  and  possessed  unusual  mental 
ability,  and  later  he  attended  the  schools  of  Re- 
public and  Fostoria.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
began  teaching  in  District  No.  8,  Bloom  township, 
having  been  selected  for  the  position  by  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  Fostoria  schools,  who  had  been  re- 
quested to  recommend  a teacher.  He  also  taught 
one  term  at  Bloom  Center,  giving  entire  satisfac- 
j tion.  On  September  2 1,  1 875,  he  was  married,  in 
j Bloom  township,  to  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Fast,  who 
j was  born  there  July  3,  1849,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Hess)  Fast.  She  is  a lady  of  fine 
1 mental  gifts  and  culture,  had  been  a student  at 
Hiram  College,  and  later  had  taught  successfully'' 
I for  thirteen  terms  in  Wood  and  Henry  counties. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black  settled 
j upon  a farm  of  thirty-four  acres  in  Tymochtee 
1 township,  Wyandot  county,  for  which  he  paid 
j $2, 550.  Mr.  Black's  health  began  to  fail,  and,  as 
he  was  threatened  with  consumption,  he  sold  his 
farm,  and  on  May  26,  1883,  moved  to  Bloom 
I township,  where  they  rented  rooms  for  the  sum- 
mer. In  October  of  that  year  he  bought  fifty 
acres  of  what  was  known  as  the  “John  Baird 
farm,”  and  for  several  years,  on  account  of  poor 
health,  he  did  little  more  than  look  after  the  work 
of  the  farm.  He  now  has  a comfortable  home, 
and  although  he  is  unable  to  do  much  active  work, 
he  has,  by  shrewd  management,  become  a very 
successful  farmer.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
leading  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Eagle- 
ville,  in  which  he  is  an  elder.  They  have  one  son, 

( Frank  F. , born  December  30.  1877,  in  Tymoch- 
tee township.  Wyandot  county,  who  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  High  School  of  Bloomdale  May  22, 

1 1896.  In  politics  Mr.  Black  is  a Republican,  one 
of  the  most  earnest  supporters  of  the  principles  of 
his  party7,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  office.  He 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1890,  and 
I served  one  term,  declining  a renomination. 

Abraham  Stilwell,  one  of  Perry  township's 
best  citizens  and  well-to-do  fanners,  is  a native 
of  Knox  township,  Jefferson  Co..  Ohio,  born 
October  8,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Nancy  (Elliott)  Stilwell.  When  only  six  years 
: of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Washington  township  as  a pioneer  farmer  boy, 
and  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  time, 
rude  as  they  were.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  during  the  lifetime  of  his  parents. 

In  Washington  township,  Hancock  county  , on 
November  2;,  1 80.4.  w is  celebrated  th  in 
of  Mr.  Stilwell  and  Miss  Mary  J.  Stahl,  whose  birth 
I occurred  in  Washington  township,  Carroll  Co., 
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Ohio,  November  15,  1 S46.  When  about  six 

years  of  age  she  was  taken  to  Hancock  county 
by  her  parents,  George  and  Mary  (Fishel)  Stahl, 
who  died  when  well  advanced  in  life,  and  were 
buried  at  Arcadia,  Ohio.  By  trade  the  father 
was  a blacksmith,  and  also  followed  farming.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stilwell  were  born  five  children, 
namely:  Sarah  A. , now  Mrs.  Alvin  Loucks,  of 

Bloomdale,  Ohio;  Joseph  M.,  who  follows  farm- 
ing: James  A.,  an  oil  pumper,  of  Bloomdale; 
William  E.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Minnie  B. , 
at  home. 

After  leaving  the  old  homestead,  Mr.  Stil- 
well rented  land  for  a time  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Hancock  county;  but  March  iS,  1886, 
witnessed  his  arrival  in  Perry  township,  Wood 
county,  where  he  purchased  the  forty-acre-farm 
which  he  yet  owns  in  Section  30.  He  is  an  in- 
telligent, keen-sighted  man,  of  good  business 
ability,  and  merits  the  confidence  of  his  many 
friends.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  with 
the  Lutheran  Church  of  Bloomdale,  and  polit- 
ically he  has  always  been  a Democrat. 

William  H.  Chapman,  deceased,  a pioneer 
of  this  county,  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  born 
August  11,  1820,  in  Croton  township,  New  Lon- 
don county,  one  of  the  ten  children  of  William 
and  Fannie  (Bailey)  Chapman. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  when 
eighteen  years  old  shipped  before  the  mast,  and 
followed  a seafaring  life  some  ten  years.  He 
then  came  to  Ohio,  and  located  in  Huron  coun- 
ty, where,  in  October,  1S4S,  he  married  Miss 
Sylvia  Ann  Avery,  who  was  born  August  31, 
1830,  a daughter  of  Dudley  and  Prudence  Avery, 
and  a sister  of  Joshua  O.  Avery,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere.  Some  eighteen  months  after 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  came  to  Wood 
county,  settling  in  Weston  township,  where  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  was 
heavily  timbered.  He  cleared  a portion  of  it, 
and  sold  it;  then  bought  120  acres  on  Keeler’s 
Prairie,  eighty  of  which  he  improved,  erecting 
thereon  a fine  residence,  commodious  barns  and 
out-houses.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  ten 
children,  as  follows:  Oliver  W.,  November  18, 

1849,  in  Huron  county,  is  a farmer  in  Milton 
township.  Wood  county;  Zachary  Taylor,  Au- 
gust 11,  1851,  in  Wood  county,  is  deceased; 
Lucy  A.,  October  17,  1833,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Lewis,  and  resides  in  Milton  township;  \verv  O., 
June  25,  1855,  is  a farmer  in  Liberty  township; 
Isranda,  November  24,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Clar- 
ence Palmer,  and  resides  in  Weston  township; 


Frances  P.,  April  13,  1SC0,  married  J.  H.  La- 
throp,  M.  D.,  of  Deshler;  Charles  F.,  August  20, 

! 1862,  resides  in  Weston;  Eulalia  C.,  January  3, 
i 1868,  married  James  Hutchison,  a farmer  of 
Liberty  township;  Fred  T. , June  25,  1870;  Amasa 
E.,  December  27,  1873,  is  married,  and  lives  in 
; Liberty  township;  of  these  Fred  is  farming  the 
■ old  homestead  for  his  mother,  who  lives  with 
j him.  William  H.  Chapman  passed  from  earth 
July  19,  1890.  He  was  a well-known  man  of 
j high  principles  and  moral  character,  and  was  a 
; much  respected  citizen  of  Weston.  In  politics 
; he  was  a Republican,  and  held  the  office  of  trus- 
; tee,  supervisor,  and  director  of  schools.  He  was 
J a member  of  the  Grange.  His  family  are  identi- 
' fied  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  support 
1 of  which  they  give  substantial  aid.  as  did  Mr. 
j Chapman,  who,  though  not  a member  of  any  de- 
nomination, gave  liberally  of  his  means  for  Church 
j work. 

• • . I ‘ Ji 

Albert  Brandeberry  is  one  of  the  enter- 
1 prising,  energetic  and  industrious  citizens  of 
j Bloom  township,  where  he  owns  and  operates  the 
i farm  on  which  his  birth  occurred  on  August  2, 

I 1852,  and  in  that  township  he  has  spent  his  en- 
i tire  life,  being  educated  in  the  old  Brandeberrv 
! school,  District  No.  8.  One  of  his  early  teachers 
j was  W.  S.  Richard,  and  he  completed  his  stud- 
I ies  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

On  December  15,  1877,  Mr.  Brandeberry 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Amanda  Blair,  who 
1 was  born  in  Maryland,  but  has  made  her  home 
in  Wood  county  since  the  early  age  of  eight 
years.  This  worthy  couple  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
; ter — Irvin,  born  October  2,  1879;  Ira,  born  May 
27,  1S88;  Clinton,  who  died  December  8,  1S94. 

| at  the  age  of  three  and  one  half  years;  and  Ger- 
' tie  Ethel,  born  April  21,  1894.  Mr.  Brande- 
| berry  has  a comfortable  and  commodious  resi- 
dence upon  his  fine  farm,  and  his  labors  have 
j been  repaid  by  the  fine  crops  produced  in  his  rich 
and  fertile  fields.  Like  his  father,  Thomas  C. 
Brandeberry,  he  is  an  unswerving  Republican, 
and  he  has  been  called  upon  by  his  fellow  citizens 
to  serve  in  several  township  offices.  In  religious 
belief  he  is  a Methodist,  and  for  fifteen  years  has 
held  membership  with  the  congregation  of  Bloom 
Chapel. 

John  G.  Webb,  an  enterprising  and  prosper- 
i ous  agriculturist  of  Bloom  township  resaling 
near  Bairdstown,  was  born  December  17,  I'L 
i in  Sullivan  township,  Ashland  county,  Ohio. 

He  is  of  an  old  English  family  and  his  father. 
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George  Webb,  was  born  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
near  North.  Lane,  in  i S i r , and  married  Miss 
jane  Hastings,  also  a native  of  England,  who 
was  born  in  1809.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
they  came  to  America,  arriving  on  March  28, 
1837.  They  settled  first  in  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1853,  when 
they  moved  to  Bloom  township  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  27,  which  our  subject 
still  owns.  It  cost  $800,  although  it  was  at  that 
time  a swamp,  and  in  the  spring  was  entirety 
covered  with  water.  fhe  roads  over  which  the 
settlers  came  to  their  new  abode  were  for  con- 
siderable distances  hidden  by  a foot  or  more  of 
water.  “Johnny-cake"  formed  their  staple  arti- 
cle of  food  in  those  days.  Our  subject's  parents 
were  earnest,  hardworking  people,  highly  re- 
spected among  their  neighbors.  His  father  had 
but  a few  cents  in  his  pocket  when  he  landed  at 
New  York,  and  owed  a debt  of  $50,  and  the  suc- 
cess to  which  they  attained  was  due  to  unceasing 
industry  and  close  economy.  He  was  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  a regular  voter,  but  never 
sought  office.  He  died  March  20,  1880,  and  his 
wife  on  September  17,  of  the  same  year,  and 
both  were  buried  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery. 
Their  eighteen  children  were  born  in  America, 
and  all  but  two  died  before  reaching  the  age  of 
three  years.  Margaret,  the  only  surviving 
daughter,  is  now  the  wife  of  Washington  Laney, 
of  Brice,  Michigan. 

As  the  only  son  and  eldest  living  child  of  his 
parents,  Mr.  Webb  was  early  trained  to  indus- 
trious habits.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
near  by,  and  made  the  most  of  their  somewhat 
limited  opportunities,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the 
heartiest  supporters  of  any  measure  for  increas- 
ing the  efficiency  of  our  modern  public  schools. 
He  was  married,  January  22,  1874,  in  Newton 
Falls,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  Kistler,  a native  of 
Newton  township,  Trumbull  county,  born  Sep- 
tember 16,  1848.  She  is  a daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Catherine  (Fiester)  Kistler,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  October  22,  1825,  the  latter 

June  22,  1S27;  she  died  December  24,  1891,  and 
is  buried  at  Newton  ' Falls.  As  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  five  daughters  and  three  sons,  Mrs. 
Webb  had  taken  an  active  share  in  all  the  labors 
of  her  father's  farm  during  her  youth,  and  she 
has  been  a true  helpmate  to  her  husband,  cheer- 
ful and  willing  to  bear  her  full  share  of  their 
mutual  burdens,  and  he  delights  in  acknowledg- 
ing her  helpful  influence.  Mr.  Webb  brought 
his  bride  to  the  homestead,  where  they  have  ever 
since  resided.  After  the  death  of  his  parents  he 
became  the  owner  of  the  farm;  but  previous  to 


that  he  and  his  wife  had  relieved  the  old  people 
! from  all  care  and  work,  the  father  having  been 
an  invalid  for  many  years.  Five  children  were 
born  of  their  union:  Wilber  M.  and  Edward, 

who  are  both  at  home;  Ashie,  who  died  when 
eight  years  of  age  of  membranous  croup;  Eva, 
who  died  when  three  years  old,  and  Frank,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Webb  is  a Republican;  but, 
while  taking  a deep  and  intelligent  interest  in  all 
; the  questions  of  the  time,  he  is  no  office-seeker, 

I although  he  has  held  the  office  of  supervisor  for 
| a number  of  years.  An  honest  and  upright  citi- 
i zen,  a good  neighbor,  and  a generous  helper  ac- 
I cording  to  his  ability  in  every  case  of  need,  there 
I are  but  few  who  will  till  better  the  sphere  of  life 
in  which  they  have  been  placed  than  does  John 
G.  Webb. 

Joseph  A.  Low.  Among  the  well-to-do  and 
successful  farmers  of  Wood  county,  who  have  ac- 
cumulated a competency  through  their  own  exer- 
tions and  economy,  and  who  are  carrying  on  the 
business  of  farming  and  fruit  growing  in  a man- 
ner which  draws  forth  praise  from  every  one,  is 
the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch,  who  re- 
| sides  in  Plain  township.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Springfield,  Erie  Co..  Penn.,  April  6.  182G,  and 
he  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Battles) 
Low.  The  father  was  a native  of  England,  and 
was  drowned  before  our  subject  was  born.  The 
mother  later  became  house-keeper  for  a gentle- 
man who  adopted  Joseph,  giving  him  fair  educa- 
tional advantages;  but  when  he  was  fourteen 
I years  of  age  his  foster-father  died,  leaving  no  will, 

| and  our  subject  had  to  start  out  in  the  world 
without  friends  or  means  of  support.  His  first 
; employment  wras  as  a farm  laborer,  for  which  he 
received  $7  per  month,  and  he  would  work  at  al- 
most anything  by  which  he  could  earn  an  honest 
living.  Later  he  rented  a farm  for  a time,  after 
\ which  he  purchased  land  in  Pennsylvania,  and  on 
selling  out  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Plain  town- 
! ship,  Wood  county,  where  he  purchased  forty 
acres,  the  nucleus  of  his  present  farm.  To  this 
he  has  added  from  time  to  time,  as  his  resources 
have  permitted,  until  now  he  has  a fine  tract  of 
220  acres,  cleared  and  developed  with  the  help  of 
I his  sons  and  hired  hands.  Besides  general  fann- 
ing, he  has  given  considerable  attention  to  fruit 
raising,  having  one  of  the  largest  orchards  in  the 
township,  in  which  he  planted  5,000  peach  trees. 
3,000  apple  trees,  and  1,000  trees  of  )ther  varie- 
ties of  fruits. 

In  Pennsylvania,  February  14.  [850,  Mr  Low 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Laura  Phillips,  of 
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Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  nine  children  blessed 
this  union,  namely:  Nelson,  an  artist  of  Bowl- 

ing Green,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  December  5, 
1850;  Joseph  N.,  deceased,  born  January  3,  1852; 
Daniel  Albert,  deceased,  born  May  5,  1854; 

Charles  H.,  deceased,  born  July  25,  1856;  San- 
ford P. , a farmer  of  Plain  township,  born  June 
10,  1858;  Lucy  C. , who  was  born  October  14, 
i860,  is  the  wife  of  D.  B.  Smith,  a farmer  of 
Hu  roil  county,  Ohio:  Laura  R. , who  was  born 
November  7,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Mark  Chapman, 
of  Connecticut;  Ezekiel  L.,  deceased,  born  April 
1 1,  1864;  Abraham  L. , a farmer  of  Wood  county, 
born  September  13,  1867:  and  George  E.,  at 
home,  born  January  22,  1870.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  October  1,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  years. 

At  Haskins,  Wood  county,  February  17,  1889, 
Mr.  Low  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Eliza  Miller,  widow  of  Albert  H.  Perry, 
a farmer  of  Middleton  township.  She  was  born 
in  the  Empire  State,  August  12,  1827,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  George  G.  Miller,  to  whom  four  chil- 
dren were  born,  named  as  follows:  Almira,  wife 

of  A.  B.  Johnson,  a merchant;  Eliza,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Roxanna,  wife  of  Arthur  B.  Perry;  and 
George  C.,  a farmer  of  Nebraska.  By  her  first 
husband,  Mrs.  Low  became  the  mother  of  three 
children— Emma,  wife  of  Joseph  Watts,  of  Oak 
Harbor,  Ottawa  Co.,  Ohio;  Mary  Etta,  who  was 
born  in  1S51,  and  died  in  1871;  and  Lester  F., 
a cigar  maker  of  Bowling  Green. 

Socially  Mr.  Low  is  a member  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance,  and,  on  account  of  his  views  on  the 
liquor  traffic,  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Prohibition 
party-  He  served  his  township  as  supervisor  for 
five  years,  and  for  several  years  has  been  school 
director.  His  sterling  integrity,  inflexible  hon- 
esty, and  general  high  principles,  have  won  him 
the  respect  of  every  community  in  which  he  has 
resided,  and  he  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed and  valued  citizens  of  this  portion  of  the 
county. 

Henry  C.  U hlman,.  the  president  of  the  Citi- 
zens Banking  Company,  of  Weston,  and  a leading 
merchant  of  that  town,  was  born  June  3,  1842, 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  which  has  been  for  many 
generations  the  home  of  his  family. 

His  parents,  Casper  H.  and  Catherine  M. 
(Hacke)  Uhlman,  were  both  born  there,  his  fa- 
ther in  1810,  and  his  mother  in  1812.  They 
were  married  in  [833,  and  ten  years  later  came 
to  Ohio,  locating  near  Woodville.  Sandusky 
county.  They  had  American  neighbors,  and 
their  children  spoke  English  from  childhood. 


They  were  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  and  the  father  adhered  to  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  them:  Mar)',  the  wife  of  John  Schu- 

maker;  Louise,  who  married  C.  Habbeler:  Caro- 
line, who  married  William  Bruns,  of  Woodville; 
Charles,  who  died  in  Germany;  Henry  C.,  our 
subject;  Annie,  who  died  in  childhood;  and  one 
child,  unnamed,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Uhlman  remained  upon  the  farm  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  began  clerking 
in  the  general  store  of  Ira  B.  Banks,  at  Pember- 
ville.  After  three  years  there  he  went  to  Toledo, 
and  worked  in  the  same  capacity  in  a dry -goods 
store  until  the  spring  of  1867,  when  he  went 
into  partnership  with  Mr.  Banks,  his  former  em- 
ployer, who  had  transferred  his  stock  to  Weston 
some  time  previous.  They  continued  in  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Banks  & Uhlman  until 
1878,  when  Mr.  Uhlman  bought  his  partner's 
interest.  Under  his  able  management  the  enter- 
prise has  prospered,  and  in  1885  he  built  a fine 
brick  block  in  which  his  handsome  store  40  x 90 
feet,  is  located.  He  has  also  been  a leading 
grain  buyer  since  he  came  to  Weston,  and  was 
one  of  the  chief  organizersof  the  Citizens  Bank- 
ing Co.  there,  and  its  first  president,  which 
position  he  still  holds. 

He  was  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Lizzie  Hill, 
who  was  born  August  20,  1S44,  in  New  York 
State.  They  have  three  children:  Fannie  A., 

Grace  M.,  and  Fred  W.,  all  of  whom  are  at 
home.  Mr.  Uhlman  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  sym- 
pathize with  every  movement  which  concerns 
the  public  welfare.  In  politics  Mr.  Uhlman  is 
quietly  influential,  as  in  other  lines  of  activity, 
and  gives  support  to  the  Republican  party;  he  is 
also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

W.  H.  Fiee,  deceased,  was  for  a third  of  a 
century  prominently  identified  with  the  agricult- 
ural interest  of  Bloom  township,  Wood  county, 
where  he  made  his  home  from  the  age  of  two  years 
up  to  his  death,  which  occurred  September  26. 
1SS9.  He  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  Cecil  township,  Washington  county.  June  2. 
1S52,  and  was  a son  of  Nathaniel  and  Letitia 
(Harsha)  Fife,  honored  pioneers  of  this  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Fife  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
whicli  adjoined  the  one  where  he  spent  his  last 
days,  receiving  the  advantages  and  pri\ ileges  that 
were  afforded  the  boys  of  the  neighborhood.  At 
Hammansburg,  Wood  count)-,  on  November  28. 
1878,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lu: 
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Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
and  when  about  eight  years  old  was  brought  by 
her  parents,  Samuel  and  Anna  Wilson,  to  Henry 
township,  Wood  county.  The  father's  birth  oc- 
curred August  i,  1828,  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio, 
the  mother’s  on  January  23,  1S25,  in  Harrison 
county,  this  State.  In  their  family  were  nine 
children — -seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mrs. 
Wilson  died  September  23,  1879.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fife  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  adopted 
Frank  Fisher,  when  he  was  seven  years  old,  and 
lie  still  finds  a pleasant  home  with*  Mrs.  Fife,  as 
does  also  her  aged  father. 

The  entire  married  life  of  our  subject  was 
passed  on  the  farm  where  his  widow  still  resides, 
and  which  she  now  manages  in  a business-like 
manner,  being  a woman  of  good  executive  abilitv- 
In  1890  a substantial  barn  was  built  upon  the 
place,  and  three  years  later  the  fine  residence  was 
erected.  In  politics  Mr.  Fife  was  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, though  no  politician  in  the  sense  of 
office-seeking,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and 
attention  to  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  was 
quite  successful.  In  addition  to  his  agricultural 
interests  he  was  for  a time  engaged  in  the  furni- 
ture business  in  McComb,  Hancock  county.  He 
passed  away  after  a lingering  illness,  from  a com- 
plication of  diseases,  and  his  early  death  was 
widely  mourned.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  VanBuren,  Hancock  county. 

Henry  C.  Strow  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm 
in  Milton  township,  comprising  310  acres  of  val- 
uable land,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  yields  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor 
he  bestows  upon  it.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  progressive  and  enterprising  agricultur- 
ists of  the  community,  and,  in  the  history  of 
Wood  county,  well  deserves  mention. 

Mr.  Strow  was  born  in  Bloom  township, 
Seneca  county,  February  12,  1827.  His  father, 
John  Strow,  was  born  in  Dauphin  county,  Penn., 
October  24,  1790,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  married  Margaret  McMuller,  who  was 
born  in  Dauphin  county,  April  2,  1801,  and  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  died  in  1S66.  He  was  de- 
scended from  German  ancestry,  and  his  wife  is  of 
Irish  lineage.  Her  death  occurred  at  the  home 
of  our  subject,  October  9,  1878.  She  was  a sec- 
ond time  married,  becoming  the  wife  of  Chris 
McClung.  Mr.  Strow,  of  this  sketch,  was  one 
of  a family  of  eight  children — Daniel,  who  was 
horn  in  18 16,  and  is  now  deceased;  John  A , 
who  was  born  .June  16,  1818,  and  died  July  3, 


1863;  Mary,  born  December  24,  1S24,  deceased 
wife  of  Mr.  McMillan;  Henry  C. , of  this  review; 
Phcebe,  born  October  13,  1830,  wife  of  Adam 
Carpenter,  of  Seneca  county;  Hannah,  born 
August  2S,  1832,  wife  of  Albert  Stanard;  Sarah 
and  Nancy,  twins,  born  June  6,  1836,  both  de- 
ceased, the  former  dying  in  July,  1854,  the  lat- 
ter, who  became  the  wife  of  Morrison  McMillan, 
dying  in  December,  1S53. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Bloom  township,  and  was  a student  in  the  Dela- 
ware Wesleyan  University  during  its  first  year. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  came  with  his  mother  to 
Wood  county,  and  began  teaching  school,  which 
profession  he  followed  through  the  winter  season 
for  nineteen  years.  His  summers  have  always 
been  spent  at  farm  work,  which  has  been  his 
chief  occupation. 

Mr.  Strow  was  married  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  November  19,  1852,  to 

Celia  Amanda,  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Priscilla 
(Feagles)  Buttles.  She  was  born  in  Washington 
township,  November  11,  1 S 3 2 , and  was  one  of 
five  children:  Mortimer,  Plenry  A.,  John,  Celia, 

Amanda  and  Edmund  Miner  (who,  in  1867,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  on  the  present  site  of  Den- 
ver, Colo.).  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strow 
are;  Le  Grand,  who  was  born  July  19,  1853, 
died  January  29,  1859;  Helen  Melissa,  born 

August  17,  1854,  was  thrown  from  a horse  and 
killed,  September  27,  1 S67 ; Fannie  Lillian,  born 
September  18,  1858,  died  July  27,  1867:  Flor- 
ence O.,  born  March  28,  1861,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Bradshaw,  of  Milton  township,  by  whom 
she  has  three  daughters;  Alice  May,  born  June 
12,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Dubbs;  Henry 

Lee,  born  June  6,  1869,  married  Florence  Starr, 
and  lives  in  Milton;  and  Raymond,  born  Febru- 
ary 22,  1876,  is  at  home. 

On  coming  to  Wood  county,  Mr.  Strow 
secured  eighty  acres  of  land,  constituting  the 
nucleus  of  his  present  extensive  farm,  and  in 
1870  their  log  cabin  home  was  replaced  with  a 
commodious  and  pleasant  residence.  He  gives 
the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  his  business 
interests,  but  has  found  time  to  serve  his  fellow 
townsmen  in  the  capacity  of  treasurer  and  town 
clerk  for  a number  of  years.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  Democratic  party  and  in- 
terests. 

Perry  Heeter,  a well-known  resident  of 
Grand  Rapids  township,  and  one  of  the  m >st  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  that  vicinity,  was  born  No- 
vember 9,  [844,  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  His 
family  is  of  English  and  German  origin,  and  the 
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first  of  the  American  line  settled  in  Union  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

John  f leeter,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
l S i r , in  Union  county,  Penn.,  and  in  early  life 
moved  to  Seneca  county.  Ohio,  where  he  engaged 
in  clearing  and  cultivating  his  farm  of  160  acres. 
He  was  married  there  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Clay,  and 
reared  a family  of  nine  children:  Isaac,  a farmer 
in  Nebraska;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  James  South,  of 
Henry  county,  Ohio;  John,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  now  a resident  of  Henry  county;  David  and 
Jacob,  deceased;  William,  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  now  deceased;  Perry,  our  subject;  Lovina, 
the  wife  of  Isaac  T.  Bisher,  a veteran  of  the  war; 
and  Lizzie,  who  married  S.  R.  Barton,  of  Grand 
Rapids  township.  Our  subject's  father  moved  to 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  1S50,  and  bought  160 
acres  of  timber  land,  improved  and  cultivated  it 
until  1857,  when  he  went  to  Iowa,  and  purchased 
240  acres;  this  he  lost  through  some  defect  in  the 
title,  and  in  1 S 5 9 he  came  to  Wood  county,  a 
poor  man.  He  rented  a farm,  and,  by  careful 
management,  in  a few  years  was  able  to  buy  a 
good  eighty-acre  farm  in  Wood  county,  near  Grand 
Rapids,  Ohio.  In  1871,  he  sold  this  farm,  and 
returned  to  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1879,  followed 
January  12,  1881,  by  his  wife. 

Perry  Heeter  attended  the  country  schools  of 
Seneca  and  Wood  counties  during  his  boyhood, 
and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  old.  On  October  7,  1S69,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Kerr,  a lady  of  fine 
mental  powers  and  generous  culture,  who  had 
been  for  four  years  a teacher  in  Grand  Rapids  and 
Weston  townships.  She  was  a daughter  of  Jesse 
Kerr,  a prominent  resident  of  Weston  township, 
and  a sister  of  William  B..  Rev.  James  E.,  and 
Rev.  Joseph  W.  Kerr.  Two  children  were  born 
of  this  marriage:  (1)  }.  Eldon,  February  28, 

1872,  wno  attended  the  district  schools  of  Grand 
Rapids  township  when  a boy,  and  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  entered  the  High  School  of  Grand  Rap- 
ids, where  he  graduated  with  honor,  after  which 
he  taught  school  for  two  years.  He  then  entered 
college  at  Monmouth,  111.,  striving  earnestly  for 
the  education  he  so  much  desired.  He  afterward 
went  to  Ada,  Ohio,  and  attended  the  Students 
Normal  Music  School,  of  which  he  was.  business 
manager,  for  one  year;  and  then  completed  both 
scientific  and  classical  courses.  He  is  at  present 
a student  of  theology  at  Xenia,  Ohio.  (2)  A 
younger  chihl  — Lura  M. — born  January  15,  1876, 
died  in  1878. 

Mr.  Heeter  and  his  wife  began  their  married 
life  with  but  little  worldly  wealth;  but,  by  hard 
work  and  careful  management,  saved  enough  to 


i buy  timber  land,  which  he  traded  for  forty 
i acres  of  improved  land,  on  which  he  lived  some 
years.  He  sold  this  and  bought  eighty  acres  near 
Grand  Rapids,  known  as  the  J.  M.  Carter  farm, 
which  he  has  brought  to  a high  state  of  improve- 
ment. Aside  from  providing  a comfortable  home 
for  old-age,  they  have  been  able  to  educate  their 
\ son,  J.  Eldon,  thus  proving  that  industry  can  still 
win  prizes  in  the  business  arena.  Mr.  Heeter 
and  wife  have  been  members  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  for  over  a quarter  of  a century. 
He  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  holds  an  influ- 
ential place  among  the  local  leaders;  takes  especial 
interest  in  educational  movements;  has  been  mem- 
ber .of  the  township  board  of  education  of  which 
he  has  been  president;  and  he  is  a good  citizen 
and  neighbor. 

Wilbur  D.  Mudge  conducts  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  appointed  drug  stores  in  Wood 
county.  He  was  born  February  7,  i860,  in 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  and,  his  mother  dying  when  he  was 
eighteen  months  old,  he  went  to  live  with  his 
maternal  grandparents  at  Milan,  who  were  re- 
tired farming  people.  Here  he  passed  his  youth 
and  early  manhood,  attending  the  district  schooF 
in  his  earlier  years,  and  later  taking  a two-years’ 
course  at  the  Delaware  (Ohio)  University,  which 
he  completed  in  1S79.  He  then  came  to  Weston 
and  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  accepting  a 
position  as  clerk  with  the  firm  of  Beverstock  X 
Smith.  After  remaining  with  them  one  year,  he 
was  appointed  deputy  postmaster,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  one  year.  He  then  bought 
out  Mr.  Beverstock,  and  for  two  years  thereafter 
the  store  was  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
Smith  X Mudge,  the  latter  continuing  the  busi- 
ness alone  from  that  time  until  1 S90. 

In  April,  1890,  Mr.  Mudge  sold  the  store  ami 
accepted  the  position  of  assistant  cashier  with  the 
Exchange  Banking  Company,  in  which  he  was  a 
stockholder  and  director.  This  position  he  held 
some  three  years,  and  then  again  entered  the 
drug  business,  in  which  he  has  since  continued 
He  bought  the  property  which  he  now  occupies 
in  1890,  and  has  fitted  it  up  until  it  now  is  one 
of  the  finest  drug  stores  in  the  county. 

On  January  4,  1892,  Mr.  Mudge  was  man  e i 
to  Miss  Ida  B.  Roscoe,  and  they  have  one  child. 
Wilbur  I).,  Jr.  Mrs.  Mudge  is  the  daughter 
Levi  and  Julia  (Gibbs)  Roscoe,  of  Milan,  both 
whom  were  natives  of  Ohio,  the  mother  born  in 
Milan,  where  the  father  is  a farmer  and  fruit 
grower.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war 
They  had  three  children : Ida  B..  born  March 

26,  1861;  Cora  M.,  now  Mrs.  M.  IF  Bassett.  4 
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Milan;  and  Emma,  who  died  when  twelve  years 
old. 

Mr.  Mudge  holds  a prominent  position  in  fra- 
ternal circles.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
F.  <S:  A.  M.,  of  Weston;  is  affiliated  with  Kenil- 
worth Lodge  No.  340,  K.  of  P. , Weston,  in  which 
he  has  passed  all  the  chairs  (he  was  a represent- 
ative to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1895  and  1 896) ; 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  in  all  its  branches,  in  which 
he  has  also  passed  all  the  chairs  (he  is  a repre- 
rentative  to  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Marion, 
Ohio,  this  year);  and  with  the  K.  O.  T.  M., 
Weston.  He  has  held  various  local  positions  of 
trust,  having  served  two  years  as  member  of  the 
village  council,  and  two  years  as  township  treas- 
urer. In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Republican, 
and  in  religious  connection  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Rev.  John  A.  Mudge,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a prominent  M.  E.  divine  in  his  day,  being 
on  the  circuit  for  many  years.  He  preached  in 
Cleveland,  Norwalk,  Sandusky,  Mansfield,  Elyria, 
and  many  other  cities  in  northern  Ohio,  a.nd  was 
secretary  of  the  Northern  Ohio  Conference  for 
many  years.  He  was  born  October  27,  1S29,  in 
New  Hampshire,  of  old  Yankee  stock,  and  died 
on  his  forty-fourth  birthday.  He  located  in 
Green  Springs,  Ohio.  Like  his  ancestors,  he  was 
a Republican.  On  September  7,  1858,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  D.  Beverstock,  who  was  born 
in  Ridgefield  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 26,  1S35,  and  died  September  26,  1861, 
at  Monroeville.  Wilbur  D.  was  their  only  child. 
Mrs.  Mudge  was  a daughter  of  Volney  L.  and 
Mary  L.  Beverstock,  whose  other  children  were: 
Barney  S.  ; Harriet  L. , who  died  November  28, 
1880;  Edwin  J. ; Mary  U.  Harriet  L.  was  married 
to  Henry  C.  Shattuck  November  5,  1868,  and 
had  three  children : Harry,  Ralph,  and  Charlie. 

Mary  U.,  born  January  9,  1850,  was  married 
November  26,  1873,  to  George  A.  Dimon;  they 
have  had  five  children  — James  V.,  Thomas  B., 
Harry,  Ralph,  and  Mary  U.,  deceased.  The 
first  child,  Barney  S. , born  February  4,  1839, 
was  married  December  2-6,  i860,  to  Miss  Eliza 
A.  Husted,  of  Monroeville;  their  children  were 
John  V.,  Kate  E. . Bertha,  Frank,  and  an  infant, 
who  died  at  Weston  April  20,  1894.  Edwin  J., 
a real-estate  dealer  in  Washington,  D.  C. , was 
born  July  4,  1841,  and  in  1867  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  F.  Bell,  of  Piedmont, 
W.  Va.  ; they  have  one  daughter,  Pearl. 

J.  S.  Frederick  (deceased),  who  in  his  life- 
time was  a well-known  citizen  of  Bowling  Green, 
was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  February  22, 


18 1 S.  His  grandfather,  who  was  of  German  de- 
scent, was  born  in  -New  Jersey,  and  for  some 
years  lived  in  Berks  county,  Penn.,  coming  from 
there  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  following 
record  is  given  of  the  children  c>f  this  early  pio- 
neer: Peter,  was  a farmer  in  Ross  count}’,  Ohio, 
where  he  served  many  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  where  he  died;  Daniel  died  in  or  near 
Ada,  Ohio,  on  a farm;  George  was  a farmer  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Ohio,  and  died  there;  Henry 
was  a farmer  in  Ross  county,  and  ‘died  there: 
Jacob  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  All  these 
| children  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to 
Ross,  county  at  an  early  day,  when  Chill icothe 
was  the  State  capital. 

Jacob  Frederick  was  married  in  Pennsylvania 
1 to  Miss  Elizabeth  Betzer,  a native  of  that.  State, 
and  of  Dutch  extraction.  After  removing  to  Ross 
county,  he  carried  on  farming  there  until  1 S 3 7 . 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Seneca  county, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1840.  when  he  was 
| about  sixty-two  years  of  age;  his  wife  died  in 
1869,  aged  eighty  years.  This  estimable  couple 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
William  died  in  Seneca  county;  Peter  died  in 
Piqua,  Ohio;  John  died  early  in  life;  Jacob  died 
in  Ross  county;  Solomon  died  in  Mood  county, 
in  1895;  Anthony  lives  in  Bloom  township.  Y\  ood 
county;  J.  S.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Daniel 
was  a member  of  the  49th  O.  V.  I.,  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  at  Washington  City;  Arnos 
died  in  Ross  county;  Susan  married  Samuel 
Pontius,  and  died  in  Ross  county;  Maria  married 
J.  W.  Lawhead,  and  died  in  Seneca  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
in  Ross  county,  being  seventeen  years  old  when 
; his  parents  removed  to  Seneca  county,  settling 
on  a tract  of  land  in  the  woods.  Here  the  boy 
; worked  hard,  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  oft 
the  timber  and  cultivating  the  land,  and  learning 
i by  experience  the  toils  and  hardships  of  a pio- 
neer’s life.  When  twenty-one  years  old  he  re- 
turned to  Ross  county,  and  for  a time  attended 
; school;  then  went  to  work  at  the  carpenters 
j trade,  remaining  in  Ross  county  two  years.  In 
1843  he  was  married  in  Seneca  county  to  Miss 
Mary  M.  Lawhead,  a native  of  Gettysburg. 

| Penn.,  born  December  2 5,  1827.  After  his  mar- 
| riage  Mr.  Frederick  settled  on  a farm  in  Sene<  1 
countv,  where  he  lived  until  coming  to  Bow  11112 
Green  in  1S08.  Alter  taking  up  his  residence  m 
the  latter  city,  he  followed,  the  occupation  of  1 
I contractor  and  builder,  and  carried  on  an  exten- 
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sive  business.  His  estimable  wife  passed  away 
in  1884,  after  which  event  Mr.  Frederick  took 
little  interest  in  business  affairs.  He  died  Janu- 
ary 29,  1896.  In  politics  he  was  always  a stanch 
Republican,  held  a prominent  place  in  his  part}’ 
and  in  the  community,  and  did  considerable 
work  as  assistant  county  treasurer.  For  fifty 
years  he  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  and  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  proved  himself  a man  of  high  principles  and 
strict  integrity. 

To  Mr.  Frederick  and  his  worttiy  helpmate 
seven  children  were  born  as  follows:  Jennie  is 

now  the  widow  of  R.  C.  Kinney,  and  has  one 
child — Wells;  Melissa  married  E.  H.  Selkirk,  and 
lives  in  Bowling  Green  (they  have  two  children — - 
Clyde  and  Robert);  Howard,  a boot  and  shoe 
merchant  of  Sandusky,  married  Miss  Hattie  Mas- 
sey, of  Sandusky  City,  and  they  have  four  sons 
— Howard,  Samuel,  Paul  and  Fred;  Florence  is  j 
the  wife  of  A.  S.  Kinney,  and-  lives  in  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio  (they  have  one  child — Ralph); 
Homer  married  Nettie  Bloomfield,  and  they  live 
in  Toledo  (they  are  the  parents  of  four  children — 
Beulah,  Maggie,  Robert  and  Charles);  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  N.  S.  Palmer,  of  Bowling  Green  (they 
have  four  children- — P'red,  Frank,  Floyd  and 
Howard);  William  married  Miss  Nettie  Dunbar, 
and  has  two  children — -Mary  and  Beulah. 

John  Dull,  a pioneer  farmer  of  Damascus 
township,  Henry  county,  was  born  in  Perry 
county,  Ohio,  July  19,  1822,  and  is  one  of  a 
family  of  eleven  children.  Samuel  Dull,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  married  Miss  Catherine  Koester,  and  after- 
ward moved  to  Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  later, 
in  the  year  1831,  located  in  Weston  township, 
Wood  county,  trading  a homestead  in  Perry 
county  for  a one-quarter  section  in  Weston,  a 
part  of  which  he  sold  to  his  son  Jacob.  The  re- 
mainder he  cultivated  and  lived  on  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1864.  His  wife  departed 
this  life  in  1850. 

John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to 
Weston  township  in  1831,  and  attended  the  log 
school  on  Beaver  creek,  after  which  he  worked  I 
on  the  homestead  with  his  father,  clearing  the 
farm  of  underbrush  and  trees,  and  at  times  secur- 
ing employment  on  some  of  the  neighboring 
farms — chopping  wood,  clearing  the  land,  etc. 

- Later  he  moved  to  Damascus,  Henry  county, 
where  he  bought  some  land,  cleared  it,  and  con-  : 
tinued  to  add  to  it,  until  to-day  he  possesses  320 
acres,  all  of  which  is  under  improvement,  and  on 
which  is  a fine  dwelling,  barns  and  cribs,  and  an 


orchard  where  several  varieties  of  fruit  are  grown. 
He  has  also  been  a stockraiser  to  some  extent, 
and  altogether  may  be  considered  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Henry 
county. 

In  1S43  Mr.  Dull  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Delilah  Kimberlin,  a daughter  of  Henry 
Kimberlin,  a pioneer  farmer  of  Weston  town- 
ship. Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dull,  as  follows:  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Mather 
Brown;  George  is  a farmer  of  Henry  county,  and 

married  Miss  Rebecca ; Henry  T.  looks 

after  the  home  farm;  Sarah  is  the  deceased  wife 
of  Albert  Heyman;  John  died  aged  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Dull  in  politics  is  a Republican,  and  has 
been  school  director,  and  supervisor  of  Weston 
township  for  several  terms,  and  held  the  same 
offices  in  Damascus,  besides  being  trustee  of  the 
latter  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  to  which 
they  are  liberal  contributors.  Mr.  Dull  is  in- 
dustrious, highly  respected,  and,  although  verg- 
ing on  to  four-score  years,  is  hale  and  hearty, 
and  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early  toil. 

Philo  S.  Pelton.  His  entire  life  having 
been  passed  in  Perry  township  has  rendered  this 
worthy  citizen  familiar  to  the  majority  of  its 
people,  with  whom  he  is  considered  an  important 
factor  in  its  growth  and  development.  He  is  a 
man  who  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities 
in  life,  and  has  kept  his  eyes  open  to  what  was 
going  on  in  the  world  around  him.  These  qual- 
ities, in  connection  with  his  natural  industry  and 
perseverance,  have  served  to  make  him,  wherever 
known,  an  object  of  uniform  regard. 

Mr.  Pelton  was  born  in  Section  21,  Perry 
township,  October  13,  1853,  and  is  a son  of 
Daniel  and  Eleanor  (Helm)  Pelton.  He  attended 
school  in  District  No.  4,  and  in  farm  work  was 
an  apt  pupil  of  his  father’s.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  untii  his  marriage,  which  was 
celebrated  in  Perry  township,  on  March  20. 
1878,  Miss  Josephine  Patterson  becoming  his 
wife.  She  is  a native  of  Hancock  county.  Ohio, 
born  March  8,  1S60,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Matilda  (Post)  Patterson,  farming  people, 
who  only  had  two  children,  the  son  being  An- 
drew, a resident  of  Chicago,  111.  Mrs.  Pelton  s 
education  was  such  as  the  common  schools  af- 
forded. 

For  a short  time  our  subject  rented  land  in 
Section  16,  Perry  township,  after  which  he  con- 
ducted the  old  homestead  in  Section  17,  until  h:s 
removal  to  his  present  farm  of  eighty-two  acres 
that  he  had  previously  purchased.  An  old  log 
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house  and  log  barn  were  the  only  buildings  upon 
the  place,  but  the  former  was  replaced  by  his 
present  comfortable  dwelling  in  1SS5,  and  in 
1 S93  a good  barn  was  built,  while  his  fine  farm 
is  principally  the  result  of  his  own  efforts  and 
management. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Felton  have  become  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  namely:  Maud  D.,  born  Jan- 

uary 30,  1879;  Pearl  M.,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 14,  1880,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years; 
William  Wade,  born  December  26,  1882;  Bessie 
M.»  born  January  2,  1885;  Henry  D.,  born 

March  17.  1887;  Grace  M.,  born  April  r 7 , 1S89; 
Lee  D.,  born  December  21,  1891;  Guy  A.,  born 
December  1 1,  1893;  and  Lenah  L.,  born  January 
1 8,  1896.  In  religious  belief  the  parents  are 
Methodists,  attending  Union  Church,  and,  politic- 
ally, Mr.  Pelton  is  a strong  supporter  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party. 

John  Gunder  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Penn.,  August  13,  1840,  and  is  a representative 
of  one  of  the  old  families  of  that  State.  His  fa- 
ther, Isaac  Gunder,  was  born  near  Harrisburg, 
Penn.,  and,  having  reached  man's  estate,  mar- 
ried Susan  Heller,  a native  of  Harrisburg.  They 
lived  on  a farm,  and  had  a family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, namely:  Daniel  and  Elizabeth,  residents 

of  Franklin  county,  Penn. ; George,  a farmer  of 
Michigan;  Catherine,  wife  of  Daniel  Shinew; 
David,  a farmer  of  Portage  township;  John;  Mrs. 
Susanna  Warren ; Benjamin  F. , a farmer  of  Mid- 
dleton township;  and  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Solomon,  j 
and  Manuel  B.,  all  deceased.  The  father  of  this  1 
family  removed  to  Wood  county,  in  184S,  loca- 
ting near  West  Millgrove,  w'here  he  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  His  wife 
died  in  1 S95. 

Our  subject  was  quite  young  at  the  time  of 
the  removal.  During  his  youth  he  attended  the 
district  school,  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  at  an  early  age  was  employed  as  a farm  hand 
in  the  neighborhood.  In  1862  he  enlisted  at 
Haskins,  in  Company  B,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Norris  and  Col.  Bond,  and  during  his 
three-years’  service  participated  in  a number  of 
important  engagements.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  North  Carolina,  in  July,  18G5,  after 
which  he  immediately  returned  home,  locating  in 
Middleton  township,  where  he  w'orked  on  the 
farm  of  W.  H.  Ewing.  For  five  years  he  oper- 
ated that  eighty-acre  tract  on  shares,  and  then 
purchased  eighty-four  acres  of  land,  which  he 
still  owns,  and  on  which  he  has  made  many 
excellent  improvements.  In  1888  he  bought 
eighty  acres,  where  lie  now  resides,  and,  alto- 


gether, owns  164  acres,  which  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  yields  to  him  a handsome 
tribute  in  return  for  his  care  and  attention. 

John  Telfer,  deceased,  represented  in  his 
life  a splendid  example  of  what  downright  hard 
labor,  perseverance  and  close  application  to  busi- 
ness can  accomplish.  He  commenced  life  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder,  but  blessed  with  a prudent  and 
sensible  wife  as  a helpmeet,  not  too  proud  to  la- 
bor, he  had  secured  at  the  time  of  his  death  a 
i comfortable  competence. 

A native  of  Scotland,  Mr.  Telfer  was  born  at 
! Pettinain,  Lanarkshire,  in  June,  1S22,  the  son  of 
John  Telfer,  who  there  spent  his  entire  life.  He 
was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  and  was  quite  poor 
when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  New  World, 
being  the  only  one  of  the  family  to  become  a resi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  had  secured, 
through  his  own  efforts,  a few  dollars  with  which 
to  pay  his  passage;  but  he  carried  with  him  a 
recommendation  from  the  minister  of  the  Church 
j which  he  attended,  as  to  his  integrity,  honesty 
; and  character,  such  as  any  young  man  would  feel 
! proud  to  possess.  He  had  spent  much  of  his 
time  as  a forester  on  the  Carmichael  estate  in 
! Lanarkshire;  but  in  June,  1850,  boarded  a sail- 
ing vessel  bound  for  America.  The  long  journey, 
j occupying  nine  weeks,  he  thoroughly  enjoyed,  as 
he  was  used  to  the  water,  having  lived  along  the 
Clyde,  and  he  had  often  run  the  ferry  boat  which 
his  father  owned. 

On  his  arrival  Mr.  Telfer  worked  at  anything 
that  he  could  find  to  do,  at  last  becoming  steward 
in  an  insane 'asylum  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  where 
he  met  the  lady  who  afterward  became  his  wife — 
Miss  Martha  Craig.  She  was  born  in  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  in  1827.  the  daughter  of  Seth 
and  Mary  (Patton)  Craig,  who  in  later  years 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  died  at  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.  Mrs.  Telfer,  when  twenty  years  of 
age,  crossed  from  Londonderry,  Ireland,  on  a 
sailing  vessel — the  “ North  Star  ” — which  arriv  ed 
safely  at  Philadelphia  after  a voyage  of  seven 
weeks  and  three  days.  There  she  happened  to 
meet  a gentleman  from  Ireland,  Thomas  Buch- 
anan, who  was  an  acquaintance  of  her  father, 
and  with  whom  she  made  her  temporary  home. 
She  was  then  employed  as  a domestic  at  differ- 
ent places  until  securing  a position  as  attendant 
in  the  insane  asylum  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  where 
her  marriage  was  celebrated  on  January  3.  1 8 . 
With  the  combined  savings  of  himself  and  wife. 
Mr.  Telfer  began  life  upon  a rented  farm  n>  tr  1 lar- 
risburg;  but  one  misfortune  after  another  soon 
I exhausted  their  means,  though  it  did  not  wholly 
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discourage  him.  Coming  to  Mt.  Union,  Ohio,  in 
1859,  he  worked  for  five  years  on  the  farm  of 
William  Nixon,  and  then  purchased  seventeen 
acres  of  land  near  Deerfield,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio, 
for  which  he  went  in  debt.  After  living  upon 
that  place  for  seven  years  he  sold  out  and  bought 
another  farm  of  forty  acres  in  the  same  vicinity, 
on  which  he  erected  all  the  buildings;  but  in 
March,  1882,  he  came  to  Wood  county,  here 
buying  eighty  acres  in  Section  13,  Montgomery 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death.  May  10,  1895.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred at  Prairie  Depot,  Wood  county.  A faith- 
ful member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Mr.  Tel- 
fer  was  a devout,  conscientious  man,  avoiding 
notoriety  and  preferring  the  company  of  his 
family  to  the  turmoil  and  excitement  of  political 
life.  His  political  support  was  always  given  to 
the  Republican  party,  in  whose  policy  he  placed 
the  utmost  reliance. 

In  the  family  were  seven  children:  Mary  P.  is 
now  the  widow  of  Jonathan  W.  Ploiles,  and  lives 
in  Montgomery  township:  Agnes  W.  is  the  wife 
of  George  Palmer,  of  the  same  township;  Will- 
iam C.  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  John  A.  is 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Jeanette  is  the  wife  of 
Theodore  E.  Frisbie,  of  Montgomery  township; 
M argaret  E.  died  when  nearly  fifteen  years  old; 
and  Thomas  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 
Since  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Telfer  has 
lived  on  the  old  home  farm,  which  is  operated  by 
her  son,  John  A.,  who  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  and  prosperous  young  farmers  of  the 
community. 

Emanuel  Ziegler,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  prosperous  of  Bloom  township’s  agri- 
culturists, was  born  October  6,  1850,  in  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Wood  county  with 
his  parents,  Peter  and  Sarah  (Fulmer)  Ziegler, 
in  the  spring  of  1855.  This  family  stands  high 
in  the  esteem  of  the  community,  and  an  interest- 
ing history  of  our  subject's  ancestors  is  given  in 
the  biography  of  his  father,  which  appears  else- 
where. 

Being  only  five  years  old  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  to  Wood  county,  Mr.  Ziegler  was  reared 
here,  attending  the  district  schools  in  boyhood, 
and  learning  the  details  of  farm  management  by 
practical  work.  His  first  home  here  was  in  a 
hewed-log  cabin  18  x 20  feet,  and  game  abounded 
in  the  surrounding  woods.  As  times  improved 
his  father  built  a more  commodious  and  tasteful 
dwelling,  however.  On  August  27,  1872,  Mr. 

Ziegler  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Blair,  a na- 
tive of  Washington  county,  Md.,  born  July  28, 


1851,  the  daughter  of  Jackson  Blair,  a prominent 
farmer,  who  came  to  Bloom  township  in  1864. 

; After  his -marriage,  Mr.  Ziegler  took  charge  of  his 
i father's  farm,  and,  for  his  home,  fitted  up  an  old 
house  that  had  been  built  as  a temporary  home 
for  the  family,  when  their  dwelling  was  destroved 
by  fire.  This  had  been  used  as  a store  house  for 
a time;  but  with  some  labor  it  was  transformed 
into  a comfortable  abode,  and  Mr.  Ziegler  and 
his  wife  occupied  it  for  eleven  years.  In  18S  3 he 
bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  15,  of  Bloom  town- 
ship, near  Ted,  going  in  debt  $1,400.  Onlv  forty 
acres  were  cleared,  and  the  buildings  were  poor; 
but  Mr.  Ziegler  has  now  seventy  acres  under  cul- 
tivation, and  has  made  many  substantial  improve- 
ments, including  a fine  barn  built  in  1S91.  He 
has  made  his  own  way,  working  hard,  and  never 
resorting  to  trickery  in  order  to  make  larger 
gains.  His  straightforward  methods  have  won 
for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  neigh- 
bors, and  his  success  demonstrates  the  truth  of 
the  old  adage,  “ honesty  is  the  best  policy.  ” He 
has  a comfortable  home,  and  a family  of  bright 
children:  Charles,  born  March  12,  1874,  is  at 

home;  Elmer,  August  8,  1875,  is  a farmer  of 

Bloom  township;  Lyman,  August  25.  1880,  died 
at  the  age  of  one  year,  nine  months  and  seven- 
teen days;  Harley,  May  21,  1884.  and  Milo,  No- 
vember 1,  1 888,  are  at  home.  Mr.  Ziegler  is  a 
believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  takes  no  active  interest  in  politics,  and  sel- 
dom votes. 

C.  Keefer,  one  of  Perry  township's  best 
farmers  and  most  well-to-do  citizens,  is  a native 
of  Orange  township,  Ashland  county,  where  he 
was  born  November  15,  1834,  and  which  at  that 
time  was  a part  of  Richland  county. 

Mr.  Keefer  was  but  a lad  of  five  years  when 
his  parents,  William  and  Barbara  (Kreps)  Keef- 
er, came  to  Perry  township,  and  located  in  the 
woods  on  the  same  farm  on  which  he  now  lives 
and  owns,  in  Section  28.  Our  subject  received 
meager  schooling  in  the  district  schools,  which  in- 
stitutions he  has  seen  greatly  improved  and 
heartily  endorses  the  improvement.  Reared  in  .» 
new,  undeveloped  country,  as  Perrv  township 
was  in  his  youth,  he  in  early  days  became  thor- 
oughly initiated  into  the  hardships  and  trials  of  a 
pioneer  farmer  boy  s life. 

On  May  1,  1856,  our  subject  was  married  in 
Perry  township  to  Miss  Mahala  McCrill.  who"  i- 
born  in  Ashland  county,  October  18,  1837.  In 
the  fall  of  1856  he  and  his  wife  began  house- 
keeping in  a log  house,  then  on  a portion  of  tin: 
home  farm,  one  acre,  which  lie  purchased  f:  m 
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; s father.  There  our  subject  remained  until 
i-wu,  in  the  meantime  working  his  father’s  farm, 
j.j  that  year  he  bought  thirty  acres  more  of  the 
• meplace,  and  began  farming  for  himself.  In 
spring  of  1865  he  bought  the  remaining  acre- 
<1<e  of  the  home  place,  and  moved  into  the  old 
huine,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  added 
the  land  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has 
1 .10  acres.  In  1872  he  built  a most  substantial 
u-sidence  of  brick,  which  is  to-day  one  of  the  best 
most  comfortable  homes  in  the  township. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keefer  have  been  born  the  fol- 
; iwiiig  children:  \V.  R.  at  home;  Maggie,  mar- 

ried to  Cassius  Lenhart,  of  Cass  township,  Han- 
, ock  Co.,  Ohio;  Nettie,  now  the  wife  of  C.  C. 
Kelley,  of  Fostoria;  Mollie,  at  home;  Rena,  mar- 
ital to  Charles  Shirk,  of  Bloomdale,  Ohio;  Ella, 
now  Mrs.  Lambright,  of  Jackson  township;  and 
Kuie  and  Corwin  C.,  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keefer  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  with  which  he  united  in  1855. 
He  is  at  present  one  of  the  trustees,  and  has  al- 
ways been  a liberal  contributor.  He  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  has  served  as  trustee  of  Perry 
township  for  several  years  at  different  times.  On 
May  2,  1864,  Mr.  Keefer  enlisted  in  Company  E, 

1 J4  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  until  August 
'4,  1864,  doing  guard  duty,  a great  part  of  the 
time  in  Wilmington,  Del.  Mr.  Keefer  is  a 
strictly  self-made  man,  of  a peaceable  nature, 
and  is  highly  respected  in  his  community. 

J.  O.  Caldwell,  a prominent  citizen  of  Per- 
rysburg,  was  born  in  Montour  county,  Penn.,  Sep- 
t-..- tuber  24,  1848,  the  son  of  John  W.  and  Susan 
Folrner)  Caldwell. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Mon- 
tour county,  Penn.,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
during  his  entire  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty - 
i;ve  years  and  seven  months.  He  was  a Demo- 
1 rat.  in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
hurch.  The  mother  was  also  born  in  Montour 
county,  and  lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  old,  her 
death  occurring  one  year  after  that  of  her  hus- 
und.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and 
‘ Re  daughter,  as  follows:  Mary  E.  is  wife  of  Jo- 

ph  R.  Schmcker;  James  H.  is  a wealthy7  oil 
perator,  owning  a refinery7  in  Titusville,  Penn. ; 
Robert  is  deceased;  J.  O.  is  our  subject;  Lazarus 
has  a large  lumber  business  in  Alabama,  but 
' 'ides  in  Winchester,  Va. ; John  F.  is  in  the  oil 
asiness  in  Titusville,  Penn. ; William  D.  lives  in 
' ' ’rthumberland  county,  Penn.  The  p.iL  rnal 
‘ mdfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Scotland. 
• is  parents  came  to  America  when  he  was  two 
" ,rs  old,  and  settled  in  Montour  county,  where 


he  spent  his  life,  engaged  in  farming.  Ilis  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  of  German  descent,  and 
: lived  and  died  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a colonel 
! in  the  war  of  1812. 

J.  O.  Caldwell  was  reared  in  Montour  county, 
Penn.,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  high 
school  and  academy  of  Northumberland  countv. 
In  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  5th  P.  V.  I., 
i and  served  under  McClellan  in  his  various  cam- 
! paigns.  For  three  years  and  two  months  he  was 
j under  Gen.  Grant,  and  among  other  noted  bat- 
j ties  took  part  in  those  of  the  West  Virginia  cam- 
paign; the  seven-days’  fight  at  Antietam;  South 
Mountain;  Fair  Oaks;  and  Fredericksburg.  He 
| was  irl  active  service  all  the  time  he  was  in  the 
army7,  until  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever 
j and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Alexandria,  Va.  He 
i received  his  discharge  at  Alexandria,  in  1864. 

On  his  return  home  Mr.  Caldwell  began  oper- 
ating in  the  oil  fields  in  Crawford  county7,  Penn., 
where  he  remained  for  four  years,  meeting  with 
excellent  success.  Pie  then  began  farming  in 
Montour  county,  which  he  carried  on  for  several 
i years,  after  which  he  kept  a hotel  at  Danville,  in 
the  same  county,  and  later  again  engaged  in  the 
oil  business,  in  Allegheny  county.  In  188S  Mr. 
Caldwell  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  where  he  resided  for  four 
j years.  In  March,  1S92,  he  removed  to  Perrys- 
1 burg,  and  built  a handsome  brick  residence  on 
j the  Maumee  river,  near  the  Belt  Line  railroad. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  sites  in  the 
county7,  and  in  his  pleasant  home  Mr.  Caldwell 
enjoys  all  the  comforts  of  life,  his  only  drawback 
being  the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  whose  death 
took  place  in  Montour  county,  Penn.,  in  1S78. 
Mrs.  Caldwell’s  maiden  name  was  Almira  Moat- 
hart,  and  she  was  united  in  marriage  with  our 
subject,  in  Montour  county,  Penn.,  in  1 866. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them:  John  W.,  who 
was  educated  in  McConnellsburg,  Penn.,  and  is 
a merchant  and  justice  of  the  peace  at  Webster 
Mills,  in  that  State;  and  Lois,  who  is  attending 
school  at  McConnellsburg.  Mr.  Caldwell  is  a 
strong  Democrat,  a public-spirited  citizen,  and  a 
man  of  influence  in  his  community. 

F.  M.  Snyder.  Wood  county,  has  many  well- 
to-do  and  successful  farmers,  men  who  have  ac- 
cumulated what  they  have  of  this  world's  goods 
through  individual  effort.  Among  this  cla^s  the 
name  of  the  subject  of  this  notice  is  entitled  to  a 
place.  He  is  residing  in  Section  4.  Mont  , mm 
township,  where  he  is  industriously  eng.ie  d in 
the  prosecution  of  his  noble  calling,  and  is  meet- 
ing with  far  more  than  ordinary  success. 
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Mr.  Snyder  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Erie 
township,  Ottawa  county,  on  the  peninsula,  Janu- 
ary 1 6,  i S50,  and  is  the  eldest  of  the  six  children 
of  S.  K.  and  Malinda  (St.  Clair)  Snyder,  who 
now  make  their  home  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio.  ! 
The  father  is  a native  of  Somerset  county.  Penn., 
and  by  trade  is  a tanner.  The  educational  ad- 
vantages of  our  subject  were  very  limited,  but  he 
made  the  best  of  his  opportunities  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  was  naturally  intelligent  and  learned 
rapidly.  His  parents  lived  much  of  the  time  in 
town,  and  remain  there;  but  at  the  early  age  of 
ten  years  our  subject  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self, working  as  a farm  hand.  He  was  quite 
large  for  his  age,  weighing  140  pounds  when  only 
fourteen.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  secured 
work  at  grading  on  the  Lake  Shore  railroad,  and 
was  soon  made  foreman  of  a gang  of  sixteen  men 
employed  in  laying  track  on  the  Northern  Divis- 
ion of  that  road,  between  East  Toledo  and  San- 
dusky, Ohio.  Later,  he  was  brakeman  on  a 
through  freight  train  running  between  Toledo  and 
Cleveland.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  he 
was  married  at  Sandusky,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Downs,  a native  of  Madison  township,  Sandusky 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Annie 
(Burkitc;  Downs.  Six  children  grace  this  union: 
Rose  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Powell,  of  Cleve- 
land, by  whom  she  has  one  child;  Hatti  E.,  now 
Mrs.  Joseph  Burns,  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ; Emma 
B.,  now  Mrs.  Forsyth,  of  East  Toledo;  and  Annie, 
George  G.  and  Alfred  O.,  all  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Snyder  located  at 
Gibsonburg,  where  he  worked  at  the  cooper's 
trade,  which  he  had  learned  at  Genoa,  Ohio, 
under  S.  Kiser.  Later  he  traded  his  property 
in  the  former  place  for  ten  acres  of  land  in  Mad- 
ison township,  Sandusky  county,  where  he  worked 
at  coopering  and  farming.  In  April,  1885,  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  4,  Mont- 
gomery township,  Wood  county,  going  in  debt 
for  the  same,  and  many  predicted  his  failure,  as 
the  land  was  in  such  a poor  condition  Only  hve 
acres  had  ever  been  chopped  over,  and  a small 
house,  22x28  feet,  stood  upon  the  place;  but  he  1 
at  once  began  the  improvement  and  cultivation 
of  his  land,  succeeding  so  well  in  this  enterprise 
that  he  now  has  a fine  farm  of  160  acres  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  After  locating  upon 
this  place,  he  took  contracts,  and  constructed 
ditches  in  the  neighborhood,  thus  adding  to  his 
income.  Politically,  he  cast  his  first  vote  in  sup- 
port of  the  Democratic  party,  but  at  present  is 
not  bound  by  party  ties,  and  he  has  never  been  a 
seeker  after  political  preferment.  He  is  a strong 
believer  in  the  system  of  public  schools  in  the 


State,  and,  if  his  own  education  had  been  of  a 
higher  order,  he  would  have  probably  entered 
professional  life,  and  would  have  undoubtedly 
made  a successful  lawyer.  He  is  an  interesting 
conversationalist,  well-informed  on  the  current 
events  of  the  day. 

Robert  Place,  one  of  the  progressive  farmers 
of  Wood  county,  now  owns  and  operates  560 
acres  of  valuable  land — 240  in  Wood  county,  and 
320  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio.  By  his  career  he 
has  demonstrated  the  fact  that  success  can  be 
achieved  by  diligence,  enterprise  and  capable 
management.  These  qualities,  which  are  num- 
bered among  his  leading  characteristics,  have 
brought  to  him  prosperity,  and  he  may  well  be 
called  a self-made  man. 

Mr.  Place  was  born  in  Webster  township. 
August  22,  1852.  His  father,  Robert  Place,  Sr., 
was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England,  in  1S15. 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  married  Sarah  Easiy, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  count}-  in  1S14.  About 
1850  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America, 
engaging  passage  at  London  on  the  sailing  vessel, 
“Henry,”  which,  after  a voyage  of  five  weeks. 

: landed  at  New  York.  Their  destination  was  Me- 
dina county,  Ohio;  but,  Mr.  Place  having  no 
money,  he  took  a chance  that  offered  to  work  his 
passage  on  a canal  boat  to  Buffalo,  while  his  wife 
served  as  cook.  He  then  followed  railroading  for 
a year,  when,  with  the  money  he  had  saved  he  took 
his  family  to  Medina  county,  and  for  four  years 
worked  for  William  Pitchard.  In  1855  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Webster  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  erected  a log  cabin,  and  be- 
gan at  once  to  clear  his  farm,  transforming  it  into 
richly  developed  fields.  He  afterward  erected 
thereon  a substantial  residence,  and  made  it  his 
home  until  1873,  when  he  removed  to  Plain  town- 
ship, and  purchased  fifty  acres  of  partially  im- 
proved land,  on  which  stood  an  old  log  house. 
In  1884  he  sold  forty  acres,  retaining  possession 
of  the  ten-acre  tract  on  which  stood  his  house. 
In  March,  1893,  he  disposed  of  that  property,  and 
purchased  a residence  and  five  acres  of  laud  ;a 
Rudolph,  where  he  is  now  living  a retired  life.  A 
brief  record  of  the  members  of  the  family  is  as 
follows:  James  was  born  in  England,  served  as 

a soldier  in  the  10th  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  is  no" 
living  retired  in  Perrysburg;  John,  also  born  in 
England,  makes  his  home  in  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington; Robert  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
Charles  lives  in  Pemberville,  Ohio;  Thomas  " >' 
accidentally  drowned  at  Bowling  Green;  Sarah 
Ann  died  at  the  ageof  nine  years;  and  Lydia  lied 
in  infancy. 
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Robert  Place,  of  whom  we  write,  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  his  native  township,  and,  at  the 
a,rC  of  twenty  years,  completed  his  education  in 
tlie  Methodist  Seminary,  at  Maumee.  He  then 
b v ( r a n school-teaching,  which  he  followed  for  nine 
terms,  afterward  establishing  a general  store  in 
the  village  of  Mercer,  which  he  successfully  con- 
ducted for  five  years.  On  Octobers,  1875,  he  was 
married  in  Liberty  township,  to  Elmira  Mercer, 
who  was  born  in  Portage  township,  in  1S54, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susanna  (Roberts)  Mer- 
cer. They  began  their  domestic  life  upon  their 
present  farm,  which  Mr.  Piace  rented  until  1891, 
and  then  purchased.  He  traded  his  store  for  the 
Haley  farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  Liberty  township, 
on  which  he  lived  for  a year,  and  then  removed 
to  Lucas  county,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land,  continuing  its  cultivation  some  eight 
years.  Subsequently  he  bought  his  father’s  old 
home,  but  since  1891  has  resided  continuously 
upon  his  present  farm,  which  now  comprises  240 
acres  of  valuable  land,  that  yields  to  him  a golden 
tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  he  be- 
stows upon  it.  Here  he  has  one  of  the  finest 
residences  in  the  township,  and,  in  addition,  he 
owms  a 320-acre  farm  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Place  have  two  children:  Al- 
fred W. , born  May  8,  1877;  and  Alt  a Matilda, 
born  October  8,  1885.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Disciples  Church:  in  politics 
he  is  a stalwart  Prohibitionist.  His  life  has  been 
well  spent,  his  career  is  an  honorable  and  up- 
right one,  and  his  many  excellencies  of  character 
have  gained  for  him  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact. 

I 

John  H.  Bucher,  whose  death  on  May  26, 
1885,  caused  deep  regret  throughout  the  com- 
munity, was  one  of  the  prominent  and  honored 
agriculturists  of  Perry  township.  He  was  a na- 
tive of  Virginia,  born  April  15,  1814,  a son  of 
Jacob  Bucher,  and  when  thirteen  years  of  age 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Fairfield  county. 
Ohio,  where  his  father’s  death  occurred.  His 
mother  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter in  Illinois. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Bucher  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time  in 

,'i  Fairfield  county.  There  he  wedded  Margaret 
Kiger,  a daughter  of  William  Kigef.  She  was 
born  June  2 1 , 1818.  and  in  t lie  fall  of  1 845,  came 
with  her  husband  to  Wood  county,  locating  >n 
land  which  her  father  had  entered  in  Section  6, 
Wood  county.  Four  children  graced  that  union 
— Josiah,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield  countv,  Feb- 
71 
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ruary  4,  1S44,  and  died  in  Perry  township  when 
a young  man;  William,  who  was  born  in  Wood 
county,  December  4,  1845,  and  died  in  Perry 
1 township,  in  January,  1S63;  Christy  W. , who 
was  born  February  5,  1848,  and  died  in  Septem- 
; ber,  1854;  and  George  S.,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1 849,  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Defiance 
county,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  the  family  died  in 
September,  1854,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mil I- 
\ grove  cemetery. 

In  January,  1857,  Mr.  Bucher  was  again 
i married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Mary 
J.  Kelley,  widow  of  Lorenzo  D.  Kelley,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children — John  A.  and  Eleanor  W. . 
both  of  whom  died  while  young.  Mrs.  Bucher 
was  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  July  28, 
1833,  and  is  the  eldest  child  of  Justus  and  Sarah 
! (Davis)  Stearns,  who  were  married  March  1, 
1832,  and  in  the  spring  of  1834,  became  early 
settlers  of  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county. 
Her  father,  who  was  born  July  S,  1810,  was 
twice  married,  Mrs.  Bucher  being  a child  of  the 
first  union.  He  was  a successful  farmer,  exten- 
sively known  throughout  Wood  county.  In  the 
fall  of  1850,  he  removed  to  Perry  township,  and 
he  died  in  Bowling  Green,  September  8,  188S. 

By  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Bucher  became 
the  father  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Camillas, 
who  was  born  December  8,  i860,  and  died  in  in- 
; fancy;  Anna  M.,  who  was  born  February  22, 

1 866,  and  is  now  Mrs.  W.  P.  Hall,  of  Perry 
| township;  and  Orrin  L. , born  March  18,  186S, 
and  Ella  J..  born  October  16,  1877,  both  at 
) home.  In  politics  the  father  was  an  unswerving 
Republican,  and  was  honored  with  several  local 
offices  in  the  school  district,  and  also  served  as 
township  clerk.  He  left  a good  farm  of  eighty - 
1 six  acres,  which  he  had  cleared,  and  by  the  man- 
agement of  that  place  Mrs.  Bucher  has  proven  her- 
| self  a goed  business  woman.  She  has  many 
friends  and  acquaintances  throughout  Perry 
township,  where  she  has  made  her  home  for  so 
many  years,  and  by  all  who  know  her  she  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem. 

Charles  Zixgg,  oneof  the  enterprising  young 
I farmers  of  Perrysburg  township,  and  a successful 
I educator  of  Wood  county,  was  born  February 
14,  1869.  His  parents  were  Nicholas  and  Cath- 
erine (Wolfsberger)  Zingg.  The  family  is  of 
Swiss  origin,  and  the  grandfather,  John  Zingg,  a 
native  of  Switzerland,  came  to  Perrysburg  town- 
ship in  1850.  He  was  married  previously  to 
Miss  Anni  Stamptla,  and  they  had  eight  ohil 
dren,  namely:  Barbara,  who  is  living  in  Switz- 

erland; John,  who  died  in  this  country  in  iX8b; 
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Nicholas;  Rudolph,  of  Perrysburg,  Ohio;  Benja- 
min, of  Perrysburg;  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  both  in 
Switzerland;  and  Samuel,  who  died  in  this  coun- 
try at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

Nicholas  Zingg  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
March  6,  1834,'  and  in  that  land  secured  his  edu- 
cation. When  sixteen  years  of  age,  be  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  the  Lnited  States,  and  for, 
a few  years  thereafter,  was  employed  as  a cob- 
bler, in  Perrvsburg  and  Maumee,  Ohio.  He  then 
entered  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  1857.  On  August  7,  of  that  year, 
he  married  Miss  Catherine  Wolfsberger,  a native 
of  Germany,  and  they  became  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  John,  who  was  born  June  30, 

185S,  and  resides  in  Perrysburg  township,  mar- 
ried Caroline  Reitzel,  and  has  four  children; 
William,  of  Perrysburg  township,  born  in  1859, 
married  Maggie  Douer,  and  has  two  children; 
Julia,  born  August  4,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis 
Emch,  by  whom  she  has  four  children;  Amelia, 
born  October  24,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Tinney,  of  Perrysburg  township,  by  whom  she 
has  four  children;  Charles  completes  the 
family.  Upon  his  marriage,  Nicholas  Zingg 
rented  land  for  seven  years,  and  then  purchased 
forty  acres,  u>c  units  soutneasc  of  Perrysburg, 
to  which  he  removed  in  1864,  since  which  time 
he  has  made  that  farm  his  home.  He  now  owns 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  has  erected 
thereon  a fine  brick  residence,  and  made  many 
excellent  improvements.  He  belongs  to  the 
Lutheran  Church,  of  Perrysburg,  and  is  one  of 
the  esteemed  citizens  of  the  community. 

The  gentleman  whose  name'  introduces  this 
review,  acquired  his  education  in  the  Ault  school, 
in  Perrysburg  township,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen laid  aside  his  text  books  to  aid  his  father  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  When  a 
young  man  of  twenty-four,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Whitson,  the  wedding 
being  celebrated  March  29,  1893.  They  reside 
in  a pleasant  iittie  home  in  Perrysburg  township, 
where  Mr.  Zingg  owns  twenty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  cultivates  through  the  summer  months, 
while  in  the  winter  season  he  engages  in  teach- 
ing school.  He  is  an  able  instructor,  and  his 
reputation  as  a teacher  is  well  merited.  His  po- 
litical support  is  given  the  Democracy,  but  he 
has  never  sought  or  desired  political  preferment. 

Simon  Crous  Bailey,  a prosperous  farmer, 
to  whom  success  has  come  as  the  result  of 
watchfulness  and  care  in  his  business  dealings, 
combined  with  energy  and  honorable  effort,  was 
born  in  Bloom  township,  April  17,  1856,  the 


second  son  and  seventh  child  of  Jacob  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Simon)  Bailey.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools,  and  reared  to  manhood  under 
the  parental  roof,  remaining  at  home  until  his 
marriage. 

In  May,  1877,  in  Bloom  township,  Mr.  Bailer- 
wedded  Caroline  Dennis,  who  was  born  July  8, 
1857,  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of 
Marvel  and  Eliza  (SmeJtzer)  Dennis,  who  canre 
to  Bloom  township  when  Mrs.  Bailey  was  nine 
: years  of  age.  It  was  for  the  father  that  Marvel 
; post  office  was  named.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
I located  on  a portion  of  the  home  farm,  and  he  be- 
| came  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  the  land  when  onlv 
I twenty-five  acres  were  cleared.  He  now  has 
! sixty  acres  cleared  and  under  a high  state  of  cul- 
| tivation.  He  has  been  an  earnest,  energeti  c 
| worker,  and  in  this  way  has  accumulated  a com- 
! fortable  competence.  He  is  also  an  ardent  ad- 
mirer of  fine  horses,  and  for  several  years  has 
I been  extensively  engaged  in  teaming. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  two  children — 

! Grace  M.,  wife  of  Elmer  Ziegler,  of  Bloom  town- 
ship, by  whom  she  has  one  child;  and  Jacob  \Y.. 

| at  home.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  God,  in  which  Mr.  Bailey  is  serving  as 
j trustee.  He  was  also  one  of  the  building  com- 
mittee that  had  in  charge  the  erection  of  the 
house  of  worship.  He  advocates  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  is  not  strictly  parti- 
j san,  nor  has  he  ever  been  an  office  seeker,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  attention  exclusively  to  his 
I business  interests. 

William  E.  Diebley,  one  of  the  live  busi- 
ness men  of  North  Baltimore,  was  born  in  Iowa 
’ county,  Iowa,  July  3,  1864,  a son  of  William 
and  Amelia  (Sweet)  Diebley,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Canton,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  June  14. 
1831.  The  mother  is  a native  of  New  York 
State,  where  she  was  born  February  21,  1828. 

William  Diebley  went  west  when  he  was  a 
young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  and  located  in 
Iowa  county,  Iowa,  where  for  a time  he  worked 
at  the  milling  business.  He  was  there  married, 
in  1857,  and  when  our  subject  was  a year  old  re- 
turned with  his  family  to  Ohio  and  located  in 
Biglick  township,  Hancock  county,  where  he 
and  his  wife  still  reside.  He  has  been  a farmer 
for  many  years.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 

: and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church;  they  are  most  estimable  peopw. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  who  was  of 
German  birth,  died  in  Stark  county.  Ohio,  when 
his  children  were  all  small,  his  death  being 
! caused  by  blood  poisoning,  the  result  of  an  aca- 


_ 

. 

■ 


1 1:23 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


dent . Six  children  were  born  to  our  subject's 
parents,  as  follows:  Lewis  is  a physician  in 

Miller  City,  Putnam  Co.,  Ohio;  Carrie  married 
Kcv.  Mr.  White,  and  lives  at  West  Independ- 
ence, Ohio;  William  E.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Moore,  and 
lives  in  Washington  township,  Hancock  Co., 
Ohio;  John  and  Minnie  reside  with  their  parents. 

William  E.  Diebley  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Hancock  county,  and  attended  school  at  West 
Independence.  When  he  was  twenty-one  years 
old  ne  came  to  Wood  county,  and  located  in 
Liberty  township,  where. he  bought  a farm  which 
he  operated  some  three  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  removing  to  North  Baltimore  and  opening 
up  a livery  stable,  which  he  has  since  conducted 
in  connection  with  an  undertaking  establishment. 
On  February  21,  1896.  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  burned  out,  losing  his  entire  livery . stock. 
However,  he  immediately  put  in  a fall  line  of 
horses  and  carriages,  together  with  hacks  and 
other  funeral  equipments,  and  he  is  now  erecting 
a barn  complete  in  all  its  appointments  for  his 
rapidly  growing  business.  His  establishment  is 
probably  the  most  thoroughly  equipped  in  south- 
ern Wood  county.  Mr.  Diebley  is  a inan  of 
enterprise  and  progressive  ideas,  genial  in  man- 
ners and  courteous  in  his  dealings,  is  popular 
with  all  classes  of  society,  and  is  well  patronized. 
His  business  is  constantly  increasing  under  his 
energetic  management,  and  he  is  classed  among 
the  prosperous  and  substantial  citizens  of  North 
Baltimore.  On  October  11,  1885,  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Jessie  I. 
Henderson,  who  was  born  in  that  county  Decem- 
ber 27,  1864.  Two  children  have  come  to  bless 
their  pleasant  home:  Ethel  and  Hazel.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Diebley  is  a stanch  Republican;  in  [896 
he  was  elected  a trustee  of  Henry  township,  and 
he  is  now  serving  as  such;  is  a member  of  the 
North  Baltimore  city  gas  board,  etc.  Socially 
he  is  a prominent  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Lodge  No.  333,  North  Baltimore,  and  of  North 
Baltimore  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. 

SamuelWarner  was  born  in  Sandusky  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  August  15,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Hannah  (Disler)  Warner,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Penn.,  and 
the  latter  in  York,  Penn.,  coming  to  Ohio  with 
her  parents. 

Jacob  Warner,  the  father,  came  to  Ohio  at  an 
early  day,  and  with  his  brothers  located  in  \\  . vne 
county,  where  he  iivod  for  a time,  and  wi.  n he 
was  married.  In  the  early  part  of  the  '30s  he 
moved  to  Jackson  township,  Sandusky  county. 


Those  were  the  pioneer  days,  when  it  was  neces- 
sary to  cut  a road  to  their  new  home,  which  was 
located  in  the  woods.  But  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic, fever  and  ague,  induced- them  to  return  to 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  and  later,  in  1857,  to 
Sandusky  county,  where  Mr.  Warner  died  at  the 
i age  of  sixty-four,  and  his  wife  when  sixty-six. 
He  was  a Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  and 
voted  regularly  at  every  election.  The  children 
of  this  estimable  couple  were:  John  died  when 

eighteen  years  old:  Peter  died  in  California; 
Solomon  is  a farmer  of  Sandusky  county;  Sam- 
uel is  our  subject;  Daniel  is  an  expert  machinist 
living  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Sarah  is  the  widow  of 
William  Fought,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  David  re- 
sides in  Seneca  county.  , 

Our  subject  obtained  what  education  he  could 
in  Sandusky  county,  where  he  attended  school  in 
a log  school  house,  the  floor  of  which  was  of 
puncheon,  and  the  writing  desks  were  set  against 
the  wall.  When  still  a boy  he  went  to  work  on 
the  home  farm,  where  he  remained  until  his  mar- 
riage, in  Jackson  township,  May  6 i860,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Henry,  of  Sandusky  county,  who  was  born 
January  25,  1841,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah 
; (Mowry  Henry.  She  received  a limited  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  She  owned  forty 
acres  of  timber  land,  which  was  wet  andswampv, 
being  under  water  several  months  in  dm  vear. 
Four  years  after  their  marriage  our  subject  built 
a log  house,  sixteen  by  twenty-six  feet,  and  began 
to  clear  the  land,  cutting  down  huge  trees  and 
burning  them,  as  there  was  no  market  for  timber 
in  those  days.  He  bought  forty  acres  of  land 
adjoining  that  of  his  wife,  paying  for  it  $600,  which 
he  borrowed.  It  took  him  fourteen  years  to  get 
I out  of  debt,  as  he  had  many  improvements  to 
make.  He  moved,  in  the  spring  of  1871.  to 
Montgomery  township,  where  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and,  later  on.  added  fortv  acres 
more.  He  sold  this  in  August,  1881.  and  came 
to  his  present  farm  of  177  acres  in  Section  6, 
Perry  township,  where  he  now  resides. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Warner:  Franklin  L..  now  living  in  Har- 

I risen  township,  Henry  county;  Wilson  E.,  a 
farmer  of  Perry  township;  Minnie  L. , at  h me; 
and  Bertha  M.,  at  home.  Our  subject  bus' always 
been  a stanch  Republican,  but  has  never  b -n  an 
office  seeker.  With  his  wife,  he  is  a men  her  ol 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  He  is  one  of  the 
upright,  honest  fanners  of  Perry  township,  an  1 p<>>- 
sesses  tin  >so  grand  traits  of  a good  old  Pen u - . mania 
German.  lie  is  kind,  pleasant,  and  hospitable, 
an  excellent  citizen,  and  aiwavs  read\  and  vuflmg 
to  help  the  needy.  He  has  an  excellent  home, 
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where  he  always  welcomes  his  friends  with  hearty 
good  cheer.  He  can  boast  of  never  having  had 
the  toothache,  nor  a tooth  extracted,  but  posses- 
ses  all  of  his  second  teeth  intact. 

A.  A.  Simmons,  a well-known  liquor  dealer  of 
Prairie  Depot,  was  born  in  Elk  county,  Penn.,  ; 
January  3,  1842,  and.  came  to  Prairie  Depot  in 
1875.  He  is  the  son  of  Anthony  and  Eliza  j 
(Gross)  Simmons. 

Anthony  Simmons  was  a minister  in  the  Lu- 
theran, and,  later,  in  the  Christian  Church.  He 
was  reared  between  Albany  and  Schenectady.  ! 
When  our  subject  was  fifteen  years  old,  Mr.  Sim- 
mons moved  to  Berlinville,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
he  preached  the*  Gospel.  He  was  blind  for  five 
years,  on  account  of  a cataract,  but  an  operation 
restored  his  eyesight.  To  him  and  his  wife  these 
children  were  born:  Ann,  who  is  the  wife  of  Na- 

than Mining,  of  Berlinville;  Lorania,  now  Mrs. 
John  Allen,  of  Horton,  Ivans.;  Thomas,  acarpen-  ; 
ter  in  Adrian,  Mich.  : Moriah,  the  wife  of  L.  W. 
Drake, ‘of  Elyria;  A.  A.,  our  subject;  and  Jane, 
now  Mrs.  Schrieder,  of  Jamestown,  X.  Y.  In 
politics  Mr.  Simmons  was  originally  a Democrat, 
but,  later,  became  a Republican,  although  he  only  ! 
took  a voting  interest  in  such  matters.  He  died 
in  Berlinville  at  the  'age  of  sixty-five  years,  and 
his  wife  in  Toledo,  aged  seventy-five.  Both  are 
buried  in  Berlinville. 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
lived  at  home  until  a young  man.  When  only 
fifteen  years  old  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  work,  as 
his  father  had  but  limited  means.  Mr.  Simmons 
first  bought  a small  farm  in  Erie  county,  for  which 
he  was  obliged  to  go  in  debt.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  his  father  was  stricken  with  blindness,  and 
dependent  upon  for  support,  and  he  supplied  him 
with  a home,  and  by  industry  succeeded  in  pay- 
ing for  the  little  farm,  supporting  his  parents  un- 
til their  death.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was 
married  in  Erie  county  to  Miss  Mary  Roberts,  a 
native  of  that  county,  ami  a daughter  of  John 
Roberts,  a farmer.  In  April,  1861,  Mr.  Simmons 
enlisted  at  Huron  for  three  months’  service  in 
Company  E,  7th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Sprague. 
After  serving  his  term,  without  leaving  the  State, 
he  was'  discharged  at  Camp  Dennison  and  re- 
turned to  Erie  county.  In  the  fall  of  1S61  he  en- 
listed under  Capt.  Shipman,  in  Company  C,  55th 
O.  V.  I.,  which  went  into  camp  at  Camp  Mc- 
Clellan, Norwalk,  Huron  county,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Grafton,  W.  Ya.,  where  their  first  fight 
was  a skirmish  at  Moorefield.  Mr.  Simmons  con- 
tinued with  his  regiment,  and  fought  all  through 
the  battles  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Cross  Keys, 


and  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  After  the 
latter  fight  he  was  stationed  at  brigade  headquar- 
ters most  of  the  time,  serving  as  forage  master, 
and  in  this  capacity  was  with  Sherman  on  his 
march  to  Atlanta  and  the  sea.  tie  was  present 
at  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C. , was 
mustered  out  ar  Louisville,  Ivy.,  and  on  July  20, 
1865,  was  finally  discharged  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
He  was  never  wounded,  and  was  only  in  the  hos- 
pital during  his  first  enlistment,  when  he  had  the 
measles. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Simmons  returned  to  Erie 
county,  and  bought  a hotel,  the  “ Berlinville 
House,”  for  which  lie  went  in  debt  $1,300, which 
he  subsequently  paid.  He  was  eight  years  in  the 
hotel  business,  and  then  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Prairie  Depot,  where  he  was  acquainted.  He 
bought  out  a liquor  store, which  he  conducted  for 
six  years,  and  then  converted  it  into  a drug  and 
grocery  store,  taking  J.  W.  Graham  as  a part- 
ner, to  whom  he  sold  out  after  a co-partnership 
of  two  and  a half  years.  Mr.  Simmons  retired 
for  several  years,  and  then  bought  staves  and  ship 
timber  in  Ohio.  In  January,  1894.  he  again  en- 
gaged in  the  liquor  business,  with  John  Euher  as 
a partner,  buying  him  out  January  1,  1896.  He 
also  purchased  the  building,  and  is  now  sole 
owner.  One  child  has  been  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  Cora  M.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Eugene  West, 
of  Prairie  Depot.  Mrs.  Simmons  died  in  1879, 
and  was  buried  in  Berlinville.  Our  subject  is  a 
Republican  in  political  sentiment,  and  a stanch 
member  of  the  party.  He  has  been  a member 
of  the  city  council  in  Prairie  Depot,  and  while  in 
Berlinville  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but 
declined  to  accept  the  office.  He  joined  the 
1 Masons  at  East  Townsend,  Ohio.  He  is  a seii- 
made  man,  a well-to-do  citizen,  and  a kind- 
hearted  and  benevolent  man.  He  owns  sixteen 
| and  a half  acres  in  the  corporation  of  Prairie  De- 
pot, out  of  which  he  has  platted  an  addition 
to  the  town,  has  a good  home,  and  is  one  of  the 
respected  residents  of  the  place. 

Edward  W.  Hicks,  who  is  now  serving  as 
trustee  of  Ross  township,  to  which  office  he  was 
elected  in  1895,  was  born  in  that  township,  in 
1859,  though  it  was  then  known  as  Perrysburg, 
and  he  is  a son  of  William  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Brockbent)  Hicks,  the  former  a native  of  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  of  England.  Lawson 
Hicks,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  also  born  in 
th.:  Empire  Stab  , m 1 at  cm  earl\  day  brough 
his  family  to  Luc.  s count} , Ohio,  where  his  la? 
days  were  spent.  There  the  parents  of  our  sel 
ject  were  married,  the  mother's  people  having 
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also  been  pioneers  of  that  county.  On  coining 
to  Wood  county  they  located  upon  a farm  in 
Ross  township,  where  they  still  reside,  and  there 
the  father  has  served  as  treasurer  and  justice  of 
the  peace.  Four  children  were  born  to  them, 
but  only  two  are  now  living.  Edward  W. ; and 
Olive,  wife  of  Thomas  Rideout,  of  Ross  town- 
ship. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys,  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and  early  be- 
came familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  to  which 
he  has  devoted  his  attention  in  later  years.  He 
now  owns  a good  farm  of  twenty-five  acres, 
which  is  highly  cultivated,  and  besides  general 
farming  is  also  engaged  in  fruit  raising. 

In  18S4  in  Lucas  county,  Mr.  Hicks  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Rideout,  who  was  born  in  that 
county,  where  her  parents,  James  and  Julia 
(Brown)  Rideout,  located  at  an  early  day.  There 
her  father  died,  and  her  mother  now  makes  her 
home  at  Toledo.  Around  the  hearthstone  of  our 
subject  are  gathered  four  children — Lilah,  Ray- 
mond, Clyde  and  June.  He  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  his  township,  and  an  important 
factor  of  the  farming  and  business  community, 
being  a wide-awake,  energetic  man,  willing  to 
aid  in  any  work  that  will  assist  in  developing  the 
resources  of  the  township.  He  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  and,  besides  the  office  of  trus- 
tee, he  has  also  been  supervisor  of  his  township. 

Frank  O.  Barnett.  Farming  in  Wood 
county  would  be  a very  unprofitable  business 
were  it  not  for  the  progressive  methods  of  tiling 
and  ditching;  and  there  is  probably  no  man  in 
the  county  who  has  done  more  to  make  the  land 
cultivable  and  richly  productive  through  the 
means  of  ditching  than  the  subject  of  this  review. 
His  life  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  on  a 

farm  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  April  12,  1S54, 
and  is  a son  of  James  Barnett,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, who  emigrated  to  America  in  1836,  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Medina  county,  where  he 
purchased  a farm  of  fifty  acres.  This  he  cleared 
and  cultivated  for  six  years,  then  returned  to 
England  in  1842,  and  worked  in  a brewerv  in 
Shropshire.  In  1851  he  married  Eli/a  Collins, 
and  soon  after  sailed  with  his  bride  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  York,  and  again  located  on  his  farm 
in  Medina  county,  Ohio.  In  addition  to  this  pur- 
suit he  also  operated  an  old  sawmill  on  Rocky 
river  for  a few  years.  In  1S65  he  sold  his  inter- 
ests in  Medina  county,  and  removed  to  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  160  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  afterward  added  eighty  acres. 


A 


continuing  to  operate  that  place  until  his  death. 
He  lost  one  finger  in  a shingle  machine,  and  this 
incapacitated  him  for  service  in  the  Civil  war. 
His  death  occurred  in  1890,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1875.  Their  children  were  Mary  and 
Frank  O., twins,  the  former  now  the  wife  of  James 
Pollock,  of  Lucas  county,  Ohio;  Henry,  a farmer 
of  Lucas  county;  Arthur,  who  follows  farming 
there;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Thomas  Pollock,  of 
Lucas  county. 

Mr.  Barnett,  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in 
Medina  and  Lucas  counties,  and  in  1S71  entered 
the  seminary  at  South  Toledo,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a year.  He  was  reared  as  a farm  boy, 
and  remained  at  home  until  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  assistingjn  clearing  240  acres  of  land.  In  the 
winter  of  1878  he  went  to  Kansas,  accompanied 
by  William  Hodgman,  making  the  journey  by 
team  as  far  as  Galesburg,  111.  In  the  West  he 
first  operated  a farm  for  one-fourth  the  crop. 
After  two  years  he  went  to  Silver  Cliff,  Colo., 
where  he  was  employed  in  a silver  stamp-mill  at 
$3  per  day.  He  remained  there  nearly  a year. 

. living  in  a shanty  and  cooking  his  own  meals. 
With  several  others  he  then  started  for  Arizona; 
but  after  going  a short  distance  the  weather 
became  so  bad  that  they  returned  to  Kansas, 
and  soon  after  Mr.  Barnett  made  his  way  home 
to  Lucas  county.  For  four  months  he  was 
i employed  on  a narrow  guage  railroad,  and  for 
three  months  on  the  Continental  railroad.  He 
j afterward  went  to  Bairdstown.  Ohio,  and  pur- 
chased a butcher  shop;  but  after  ten  days  sold  at 
; a loss  of  $200.  His  next  purchase  made  him,  in 
connection  with  his  brother,  the  owner  of  thirty 
acres  of  timber  land,  on  which  they  lived  foi  a 
year,  cutting  all  kinds  of  timber,  including  saw- 
! logs,  railroad  ties  and  cord  wood.  Frank  Bar- 
nett then  moved  to  Jackson  township,  and  pur- 
1 chased  eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  built  a 
i shanty,  and  commenced  to  clear  his  property, 

! which  was  then  an  unbroken  wilderness.  He 
has  not  only  developed  this,  but  has  added  to  it 
j eighty  acres,  and  the  entire  quarter-section  is  now 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Barnett  was  married  in  Waterville  town- 
ship, Lucas  Co.,  Ohio,  April  10,  1883.  to  Miss 
Lucinda  Hartman,  who  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Penn.,  August  22,  1855.  They  hved 
i with  her  parents  until  the  following  December, 
and  then  removed  to  their  own  home:  but  the 
; water  was  so  high  upon  the  land  that  it  almost 
seemed  that  they  would  be  forced  to  abandim  the 
property.  However,  by  ditching,  he  has  trans- 
formed this  into  a valuable  property,  which  is 
now  highly  cultivated.  The  home  is  blessed  bj 
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the  presence  of  two  children — Guy  Etta,  born 
August  5,  1884;  and  Leah,  born  May  31,  1895. 
Mr.  Barnett  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  takes 
quite  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 

David  L.  Dull  is  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing and  substantial  agriculturists  of  Wood  county, 
and  his  fine  farm,  situated  in  Weston  township, 
gives  evidence  of  his  excellent  management  and 
progressive  ideas. 

Peter  Dull,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1 B 1 3 , in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  son  of  Samuel 
Dull,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county 
in  1837.  He  purchased  214  acres  of  land  in 
Weston  township,  and  eightyacres  in  Washington 
township,  which  he  cleared  and  otherwise  im- 
proved, and  which  became  valuable  property.  In 
1837  he  was  married  to  Miss  Susanna  Crom,  who 
was  born  December  4,  18  r 6,  in  Harrison  count}’, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Crom,  who  moved 
to  Wood  county  about  1829.  Six  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Hiram 
is  a farmer  in  Huron  county,  Ohio;  Mary  C.,  wife 
of  Levi  Bassett,  of  Pottertown,  Wood  Co. , Ohio, 
who  died  in  1868;  Ephraim  Wesley  died  while 
serving  his  country  in  the  Civil  war;  John  L,  re- 
sides in  Weston;  David  L.  is  oursubject;  and  one 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother  passed  away  Janu- 
ary 15,  1884. 

David  L.  Dull  was  born  in  Weston  township, 
December  5,  1851,  and  when  a boy  attended  the 
McKee  District  School  in  the  winter  season,  the 
rest  of  his  time  being  employed  in  the  various 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  a farmer’s  son.  His 
school  days  were  cut  short,  however,  by  the  death 
of  his  father,  which  event  occurred  in  1870.  From 
that  time 'he  was  obliged  to  give  his  whole  time 
and  attention  to  the  management  of  the  farm,  and 
the  care  of  his  widowed  mother.  That  he  has 
fulfilled  both  these  trusts  faithfully  and  well,  is 
well-known  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Dull’s  farm  at  present  comprises  1911, 
acres,  eighty  being  purchased  by  himself,  the  re- 
mainder being  a part  of  the  old  home  bought  by 
his  father,  who  at  his  death  divided  the  farm  be- 
tween his  two  sons.  Of  this,  160  acres  are  under 
cultivation,  and  the  place  is  supplied  with  sub- 
stantial barns,  windmills,  and  the  most  improved 
appliances  for  tilling  the  soil  and  taking  care  of 
the  crops.  He  has  been  a progressive  farmer, 
and  for  five  years  gave  his  attention  to  raising 
Berkshire  hogs,  with  such  success  that  he  has 
carried  off  premiums  at  various  count}  fairs.  A 
fine  dwelling,  which  cost  $3,000,  and  one  of  the 
best  in  the  township,  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
the  estate,  and  here  Mr.  Dull  and  his  family  en- 


joy the  result  of  their  labors,  and  dispense  a 
! gracious  hospitality  to  their  large  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  Dull  was  united  in  marriage,  March  9, 
1875,  with  Miss  Alice  L.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Jacob  Walters,  of  Weston,  and  four  children 
have  come  to  bless  their  happy  home,  their 
names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Pearl 
M.,  October  4,  1876;  Charles  E.,  January  13, 
1878;  Myrtle  L.,  November  22,  1879;  Gertrude 
R.,  November  29,  1881. 

In  politics  Air.  Dull  is  a Prohibitionist.  He 
i gives  his  best  endeavors  to  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  that  partv  which  he  believes  to  be  the 
best  for  the  welfare  of  the  country.  He  has  been 
1 assessor  in  his  township  for  three  terms,  and  was 
j a school  director  several  terms  for  Sub-District 
No.  4,  always  doing  all  in  his  power  to  advance 
the  cause  of  education.  He  lias  also  held  the 
office  of  supervisor  for  a number  of  years.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  in  which  he  has 
been  a trustee  about  fifteen  years,  and  they  take 
an  active  part  in  Church  work,  he  being  a class- 
leader.  and  steward,  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  He  is  also  secretary  and  one  of 
the  five  trustees  of  the  Sandusky  District  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  which  has  the  general 
superintendency  of  the  district.  For  five  success- 
ive years  he  has  been  elected  and  served  as  del- 
i egate  to  the  Sandusky  Annual  Conference.  Fie 
j is  a liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy  enterprises, 
and  is  justly  esteemed  as  an  upright  man,  a de- 
voted son,  a kind  husband  and  father,  and  a good 
citizen.  Mrs.  Dull  is  a most  estimable  woman, 
beloved  by  all  who  know  her.  She  also  is  much 
interested  in  Church  work,  and  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Sandusky  Branch  of  the  \\  oman  s 
Foreign  and  Home  Missionary  Society  for  five 
years,  now  serving  as  treasurer  of  her  branch. 

Jacob  Spackey,  an  industrious,  respected 
farmer  of  Portage  township,  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial thrifty  German  citizens  who  have  settled 
in  Ohio,  and  by  hard  work  have  made  comfort- 
able homes  for  themselves  and  families.  He  was 
born  April  19,  1849,  >n  Bavaria,  Germany,  son 
of  Henry  and  Margreta  (Glickner)  Spackey. 
farming  people,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
when  Jacob  was  a boy  of  six  years.  The  ocean 
voyage  lasted  twenty-six  days,  being  a remark- 
ably short  time  for  those  davs,  and  after  landing, 
the  family  came  west  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Seneca 
county.  Here  he  rented  land  for  1 t u\  ' ter 
, moving  to  Portage  township.  Wo.  i count}, 
j where  he  bought  forty  acres,  and  here  lie  j 
! the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the 
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fifty-one  years;  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Perry  town- 
ship. The  mother  now  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject.  Their  family  consisted  of  three 
sons:  Philip,  of  Webster  township;  Jacob;  and 
Adam,  of  Jerry  City. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  until  he  was  about  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  his  father  died,  since  which 
time  he  has  earned  his  own  living.  He  was 
reared  to  farming,  and  when  about  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  began  to  work  for  others,  also  follow- 
ing  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he  had  learned 
from  his  brother  Adam.  He  also  spent  three 
years  in  Dell,  Oregon,  employed  about  steam- 
boat docks.  On  January  19,  1882,  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  Bloom  township,  to  Miss  Lucy  Rebecca 
Smalley,  who  was  born  October  1,  1863,  in  Port- 
age township,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Rebecca 
(Snyder)  . Smalley,  and  to  this  marriage  have 
been  born  seven  children,  namely:  Laura  M.  ; 
Myron  j. ; Theresa  E. ; Bertha  M.  ; Lucy  A. ; and 
Elza  R.  and  Elsie  F. , twins,  all  living. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  our  subject  owned 
a twenty-acre  tract  in  Bloom  township,  where 
he  resided  five  years,  removing  thence  to  his 
present  home  in  Portage  township,  which  com- 
prises forty  acres  of  good  land  in  Section  23. 
He  carries  on  a profitable  general  farming  busi- 
ness, and  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  his  sec- 
tion.. At  present  he  is  serving  as  trustee  in 
Portage  township,  but  he  is  no  office  seeker,  and 
beyond  taking  a loyal  interest  in  local  affairs,  de- 
votes all  his  time  to  his  agricultural  interests. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 

Christian  Stoudinger,  an  agriculturist  of 
Montgomery  township,  whose  straightforward 
methods  of  doing  business  have  gained  him  a wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  was  born  in 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  February  24,  1833, 
son  of  John  Stoudinger,  who  was  also  a farmer 
by  occupation.  Of  the  family  of  nine  children, 
five  grew  to  adult  age — four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, our  subject  being  the  eldest  son.  He  secured 
his  education  in  his  native  land,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1854  bade  farewell  to  the  friends  of  his  youth, 
and  on  the  “Satellite”  sailed  from  Havre, 
France.  After  forty-two  days  spent  upon  the 
ocean  he  arrived  in  the  New  World,  and  at  once 
proceeded  to  York  county,  Penn.,  where  he  had 
friends  living.  In  that  county  he  worked  until 
the  spring  of  1861,  when  he  came  to  Wood 


1 he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  and 
remained  with  his  regiment  until  March  1,  [865, 
at  which  date,  in  North  Carolina,  he  was  seized 
| with  typhoid  fever.  From  the  hospital  a Kins- 
j ton,  in  that  State,  he  was  sent  to  Goldsboro, 

1 and  afterward  was  in  other  hospitals,  being  in 
Newberne,  N.  C.,  at  the  time  of  his  recovery. 
Rejoining  the  regiment  - at  Salisbury,  that  State, 

I he  remained  with  the  command  until  honorably 
discharged  on  June  27,  1S65,  when  he  returned 
I to  Wood  county. 

On  October  25,  1865,  Mr.  Stoudinger  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Myers,  a native  of 
Switzerland,  who  was  born  June  9,  1849,  in  Can- 
ton ‘ Schaffhausen.  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Magdalena  (Switzer)  Myers,  who  set  sail  for  the 
United  States  in  1855,  arriving  after  a long  pas- 
i sage.  They  made  their  first  location  at  Canton, 
Ohio,  thence  removing  to  Scott  township,  San- 
dusky county,  where  the  father  still  lives.  The 
mother’s  death  occurred  in  August,  1S95,  when 
| she  was  seventy-five  3'ears  of  age.  She  was  a 
; well-preserved  old  lady,  not  having  a gray  hair  in 
her  head  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They  had 
three  children:  Albert,  a farmer  of  Scott  town- 

ship, Sandusky  county;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our 
; subject;  and  Wilhelm,  also  of  Scott  township. 

The  first  property  owned  by  Mr.  Stoudinger 
| consisted  of  twenty  acres  in  Section  27,  Mont- 
gomery township,  a timbered  tract,  which  he 
purchased  of  Frederick  Bower,  and  thereon  built 
a hewed  log-house,  which,  although  a rude  affair, 
was  the  first  home  he  could  call  his  own  since 
leaving  Germany.  In  1881,  he  purchased  twenty 
acres  more,  adjoining,  and  upon  that  farm  he 
has  since  resided,  now  having  a substantial  and 
pleasant  dwelling.  The  eight  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stoudinger  are:  Christina,  now 

Mrs.  George  Hengsteler,  of  Risingsun,  Wood 
* county;  Conrad  W. , a farmer  of  Montgomery 
[township,  married  to  Clara  Keefer,  of  Perry 
township,  this  county;  Rosa  B..  wife  of  C.  P. 
Biglev,  of  Risingsun;  Christian  H.,an  agricultur- 
ist of  Montgomery  township;  and  Jacob  F . 
Lewis  F.,  Magdalena  and  Wilbur,  all  four  at 
home.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  in 
! good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr. 

[ Stoudinger  is  connected  with  the  G.  A.  R.  t 
Prairie  Depot.  Though  not  bound  by  party  tics 
he  usually  supports  the  principles  of  the  Deni'  - 
cratic  party.  His  life  has  been  an  honorable 
one,  and  is  well  worthy  of  emulation.  On. arm - 


county, an  old  schoolmate  in  German  Fred- 
erick Bower,  having  induced  him  to  io  ate  in-re. 
He  had  at  that  time  a few  dollars,  which  he  had 
saved  from  his  earnings.  On  August  18,  1862, 


ing  in  America  he  was  a stranger  m a <tr.in.,- 
land,  with  neither  capital  nor  inlluential  tri  mds. 
he  valiantly  served  his  adopted  country  during 
the  dark  davs  of  the  Rebellion,  has  reared  an  \- 
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cellent  family,  of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud, 
and  now  ranks  among  the  most  reliable  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Montgomery  township. 

John  C.  Bower.  There  are  few  men  more 
worthy  of  representation  in  a work  of  this  kind 
than  the  subject  of  this  biography,  who  is  passing 
the  later  years  of  his  life  on  a comfortable  home- 
stead in  Montgomery  township.  His  has  been  a 
long  and  busy  career,  rich  with  experience,  and 
he  has  established  himself  in  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  ail  who  know  him.  His  family  history 
is  of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Mr.  Bower  is  a native  of  Germany,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Wittenberg,  September  16, 
1825,  and  he  is  a son  of  j.  C.  Bower,  a wagon- 
maker  of  that  country.  His  education  was  there 
obtained,  and,  at  the  legal  age,  he  entered  the 
army,  remaining  in  the  service  for  six  years.  He 
learned  the  baker’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  in 
his  native  land,  and  saved  some  capital,  knowing 
that  if  he  secured  a home  of  his  own  it  must 
come  through  his  own  efforts.  Some  friends,  who 
had  come  to  the  United  States,  wrote  him  of  the 
excellent  chances  for  securing  a competence  here, 
and,  in  April,  1853,  he  bade  good-bye  to  the  Fa- 
therland, and  the  friends  and  scenes  of  his  early 
life,  sailing  for  America.  After  a voyage  of  sixty- 
three  days  he  landed  at  New  York,  whence  he 
came  to  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  and  at  Tiffin  was 
ill  with  bilious  fever,  which  seemed  quite  strange, 
for  while  crossing  the  ocean  he  had  not  been  sea- 
sick. His  ticket  was  for  New  Orleans,  where  a 
cousin  and  former  army  comrade  was  located; 
but,  on  account  of  his  illness  and  a lack  of  funds, 
he  was  compelled  to  remain  at  Tiffin — a stranger 
in  a strange  land,  with  no  money,  but  willing  to 
work,  when  his  strength  would  permit.  His 
first  employment  here  was  as  a laborer  on  the 
railroad. 

In  the  fall  of  1853,  at  Tiffin,  Mr.  Bower  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Barbara  Hemminger, 
who  was  a native  of  the  same  province  in  Ger- 
many as  himself.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Fostoria,  Ohio,  where  our  subject 
worked  as  a laborer  for  several  of  the  prominent 
citizens,  including  the  father  of  ex-Gov.  Charles 
Foster.  By  strict  economy  he  was  enabled  to 
save  something,  and,  going  to  Liberty  township, 
Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  he  there  rented  a farm  for 
sixteen  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  die  pur- 
chased 130  acres  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
Co.,  Ohio,  at  a cost  of  $4,200,  of  which  ■ ; t 

he  paid  down  $1,000.  He  had  a rather  ' . cal 
supply  of  stock  and  tools,  and  the  chances  for 
him  to  realize  what  he  had  come  to  America  for 


I seemed  good;  but  misfortune  overtook  him  in  the 
; death  of  his  excellent  wife.  To  them  had  been 
born  seven  children — John  C.,  Sophia,  Frederick, 
Louisa,  William,  Amos,  and  Ella — all  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Bower  sold 
, his  farm,  with  all  his  stock,  etc.,  and,  after  pay- 
ing all  his  debts,  had  left  $3,000.  He  then  pur- 
chased the  old  Dieter  homestead,  in  Section  27, 
j Montgomery  township,  where  he  now  makes  his 
home,  and  has  the  place  entirely  free  from  debt, 
j He  has  practically  laid  aside  active-business  cares, 
j resting  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  former 
j toil.  He  has  ever  been  straightforward  and  hon- 
j orable  in  all  his  dealings,  has  made  the  most  of 
his  advantages,  and  has  fought  life’s  battle  un- 
j aided,  so  that  he  well  deserves  the  success  that 
has  come  to  him,  and  the  regard  and  confidence 
J which  are  so  freely  accorded  him  by  all.  Polit- 
1 ically  he  is  an  earnest  Democrat,  and  religious- 
I ly  he  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 

W.  O.  King,  the  leading  liveryman  of  Pem- 
1 berville,  was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Sandusky 
j Co.,  Ohio,  October  2,  1854,  and  is  the  youngest 
I son  and  child  of  William  and  Susan  (Lesher) 
King.  His  father  died  during  the  infancy  of  our 
j subject,  and  the  mother  afterward  married  again. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  stepfather 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  worked  on  the 
home  farm,  where  he  early  displayed  the  habits 
of  industry  and  steady  application  that  have 
characterized  his  entire  life.  He  then  left  home, 

1 his  capital  consisting,  of  a scanty  wardrobe;  be- 
gan cutting  cordwood,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873 
he  went  to  Vienna,  Mich.,  where  he  spent  the 
: summer.  In  the  fall  he  returned  home,  and  at- 
; tended  school  through  the  winter,  after  which  he 
j spent  one  summer  in  Toledo  in  the  livery  barn  of 
his  uncle,  foe  Lesher.  He  next  learned  the 
tinner’s  trade  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  under  Mr.  Al- 
cott,  and,  after  his  term  of  apprenticeship,  con- 
ducted a tinshop  at  Prairie  Depot. 

In  December,  1 8 7 S , at  that  place.  Mr.  King 
married  Miss  Phila  Gould,  daughter  of  Timothy 
; Gould,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  They  there 
began  their  domestic  life,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1870,  Mr.  King  rented  a farm  of  120  acres  m 
Section  19,  Montgomery  township,  where  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  January,  1890. 
when  he  came  to  Pemberville,  having  previousb 
purchased  the  liverv  business  of  Hmerv  Pun!  :r. 
lie  has  brie  a largi  number  of  excellent  iiors 
and  vehicles  of  various  kinds,  and  has  largely  in- 
creased his  business,  so  that  it  yields  to  him  1 
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.rood  income.  All  his  life  he  has  manifested  a ' 
great  fondness  for  horses,  and,  from  the  time  j 
when  his  financial  resources  would  permit,  he 
has  always  owned  one  or  more  good  animals.  : 
He  now  has  in  his  barn,  “General  Macey,"  one 
of  the  finest  horses  in  the  State,  record  2:231,.  j 
Also,  a fine  roadster,  ‘‘St.  Hontas,”  by  “Poco- 
hontas  Boy.”  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  one  son,  j 
Sage,  born  in  November,  1880.  In  politics  our  j 
subject  is  a stalwart  Republican,  and  is  a public-  | 
spirited  citizen,  who  gives  commendable  support  i 
to  all  measures  calculated  to  prove  of  public  ; 
benefit.  PI  is  barn  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appear-  j 
ance,  his  work  conducted  systematically,  and  his 
honorable  dealing  has  won  him  the  public  con-  j 
fidence. 

j 

John  j.  Leathers.  Among  the  young  and  ' 
enterprising-  farmers  of  Bloom  township  there  is 
probably  none  more  energetic  or  thorough-going  j 
than  the  gentleman  whose  name  begins  this  j 
sketch.  He  and  his  brother,  Benton,  are  now  j 
conducting  the  320-acre  farm  owned  by  their  fa-  j 
ther,  which  lies  equally  upon  Sections  33  and  34.  ! 
He  is  a native  of  Bloom  township,  where  his 
birth  occurred  May  9,  1S66,  and  is  a son  of 

Wesley  and  Minerva  (Dustman)  Leathers,  the 
former  now  a prominent  banker,  of  McComb,  j 
Ohio. 

In  District  School  No.  8 John  }.  Leathers  re- 
ceived the  major  portion  of  his  education,  which 
he  has  greatly  supplemented  by  reading  and  ob-  j 
servation,  and  he  was  early  inured  to  farm  labor. 
On  October  2,  1887,  in  Cass  township,  Hancock 
Co.,  Ohio,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  O.  Barringer, 
who  was  born  in  Bloom  township,  Februarv  5,  i 
1867,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jehu  and  Louisa  Bill- 
ingsley) Barringer.  They  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  namely:  Burnie,  born 

October  13,  1S88,  met  his  death  by  scalding  in  a 
pan  of  maple  syrup,  March  1 r,  1S92.  and  was 
buried  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery;  he  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly bright  child, and  his  death  caused  great 
gloom  in  the  household.  Seba  was  born  March 
14,  1893.  Bethel  was  born  July  27,  1896. 

Mr.  Leathers  has  made  most  of  the  improve-  ; 
ments  found  upon  his  place,  and  has  as  fine  a lo- 
cation as  any  in  the  township,  while,  in  connec-  j 
tion  with  general  farming,  he  also  deals  in  stock, 
shipping  to  Buffalo.  He  has  been  very  prosper- 
ous in  his  undertakings,  and  from  present  indica- 
tions there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a bright  future 
awaits  him.  He  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in 
aipportof  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republic- 
au  party,  and  the  spring  of  1892  was  elected  as- 
sessor of  his  township.  His  excellent  wife  is  a 


Methodist  in  religious  belief,  attending  Bloom 
Chapel. 

William  H.  Pugh,  a pioneer  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Weston  township,  where  he  has 
resided  since  he  was  four  years  of  age,  was  born 
October  12,  1836,  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio.  The 

father  of  our  subject,  John  Pugh,  was  born  in 
Montgomeryshire,  Wales,  in  1S08,  and  after  his 
marriage  to  Miss  May  Evans  he  emigrated  to  this 
country,  in  1830,  settling  first  in  Perrysburg, 
Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  his  trade  of  a carpen- 
ter. He  often  related  stories  of  those  early  days, 
and  remembered  working  for  Commodore  Perry, 
who  made  himself  a name  in  history.  In  1840 
Mr.  Pugh  removed  to  Weston  township,  and 
rented  a farm,  which  he  operated  for  a short  time, 
and  then  entered  160  acres  in  Henry  county, 
on  which  he  built  a log  cabin,  and  made  it  his 
home  until  he  bought  160  acres  in  Milton  town- 
ship, adjoining;  this  he  also  cleared  and  im- 
proved. He  was  a hard-working,  enterprising 
man,  and  lived  to  a good  old  age,  his  death  tak- 
ing place  in  1891.  He  voted  for  both  the  Har- 
risons, grandfather  and  grandson,  for  the  Presi- 
dency. By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Pugh  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Two  who  died  in  infancy;  Will- 

iam II.;  Sarah,  residing  in  Utica,  N.  Y. ; and 
Mary,  who  married  John  Pugh,  and  is  deceased. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  July  4,  1 S42,  and 
the  father  took,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Clarissa 
J unkins,  a sister  of  Thomas  J unkins.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union;  Anna  M.  ;s  the 
wife  of  Lenza  McKee,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Samuel 
L.  resides  in  Henry  county,  Ohio;  Lacrisa  J.  is 
the  wife  of  William  Martin;  Celestra  E.  is  the 
widow  of  C.  L.  Powell,  also  represented  in  this 
work;  John  A.  died  when  twenty-five  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  Pugh  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Powell. 

William  PI.  Pugh  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  school  at  Beaver  Creek,  and  assis- 
ted his  father  upon  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty 
years  old,  when,  in  1857,  he  went  out  West,  and 
for  three  years  was  driving  team  from  P'ort 
Leavenworth  to  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  He  returned 
home  in  i860,  and  worked  for  McKee  on  a farm. 
In  1863  he  entered  the  government  employ  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  serving  under  Gen. 
Thomas.  P'or  three  years  he  was  in  business  at 
Buckland  Lock,  at  the  end  of  that  time  removing 
to  Weston  township  and  purchasing  175  acres  of 
land,  on  which  lie  placed  mam  valuable  impi  wt.- 
ments,  and  which  is  to-day  one  of  the  finest  and 
best  equipped  farms  in  the  township.  He  has 
built  a comfortable  house,  and  large  barn  at  a 
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cost  of  $2,500.00,  and  has  a fine  cider  press;  also 
manufactures  wine.  He  has  progressive  ideas, 
and  has  always  kept  abreast  of  the  times,  while 
his  good  judgment  and  excellent  management 
have  brought  him  success  in  all  his  enterprises. 
He  may  be  truly  called  a self-made  man,  for  his 
present  comfortable  position  is  due  to  his  own 
efforts. 

Mr.  Pugh  was  married,  May  12,  1863,  at 
Grand  Rapids,  to  Miss  Louisa  S.,  daughter  of 
Ruthman  Howard,  who  was  born  September  6, 
1842.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  (1)  New- 
bery  PI.,  born  September  8,  1S64,  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1868.  (2)  John  Edward,  born  December  6, 

1 866,  completed  his  education  at  the  Toledo 
Business  College,  which  he  attended  for  two 
years,  and  is  now  keeping  store  at  Mark  Center, 
Defiance  county;  he  married  Miss  Lucy  A.  Ames, 
of  Portage,  Ohio,  and  has  two  children — -Preston 
A.,  and  William  Howard.  (3)  Thomas  J.,  the 
third  son,  is  a merchant  at  Weston.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  August  14,  1878. 
and  Mr.  Pugh  was  married,  in  1SS0,  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Jones,  who  was  bcrn  in  Crawford 
county,  May  31.  1844.  Xo  children  have  been 
bom  of  this  union. 

Mr.  Pugh,  for  some  twenty-five  years,  was  a 
member  of  the  Greenback  party;  but  he  is  now  a 
Populist,  and,  in  1892,  received  a nomination  on 
that  ticket  for  county  commissioner.  He  has 
served  as  school  director  for  nine  years,  was 
president  of  the  school  board  for  three  years, 
and  clerk  of  the  same  for  twelve  years.  He  was 
supervisor  of  the  township  one  term,  and  trustee 
three  terms.  J.n  all  these  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility,  Mr.  Pugh  has  fulfilled  his  duties 
with  credit  to  himself,  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents,  and  has,  at  all  times,  commanded 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  associates.  So- 
cially, he  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P. , and  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  Rebekah  Lodge  Xo.  681,  his  wife 
being  a Daughter  of  Rebekah,  and  a member  of 
Lodge  No.  303. 

Andrew  Dieter,  a retired  farmer  of  Prairie 
Depot,  was  born  November  30,  1S26,  in  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  and  in  1841  came  to  the 
United  States.  His  parents  were  Andrew  and 
Barbara  Dieter,  the  former  of  whom  was  a tailor 
in  Germany.  They  embarked  at  Havre  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  and,  after  a four-weeks’  voyage, 
landed  in  New  York  City.  Their  first  location 
in  Ohio  was  in  Wayne  county,  twelve  miles  north 
of  Wooster.  The  lather  had  $200  left  alter  ar- 
riving in  America,  and  he  bought  a little  farm  for 
$400,  for  which  he  went  in  debt.  After  a four- 


years’  stay  in  W7ayne  county  he  sold  this  farm, 
and  moved  to  Horner  township,  Medina  countv. 
In  1S49  he  came  to  Montgomery  township  and 
bought  a farm  in  Section  27,  only  a few  acres  of 
which  were  cleared.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years,  and  his  wife  when  eighty-four 
years  old.  Both  are  buried  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship. Their  children  were  as  follows:  Christina, 
who  married,  and  died  in  Iowa;  Jacob,  who  lives 
in  Risingsun;  Andrew,  our  subject;  George,  a resi- 
dent of  Michigan;  Barbara,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  St. 
Clair,  of  Freedom  township;  John,  who  died  in 
Montgomery  township;  and  J.  C.,  a farmer  of 
Montgomery  township. 

Our  subject  went  to  school  in  Germany,  and 
later  in  America.  After  arriving  in  this  country 
he  was  obliged  to  attend  school,  where  he  was 
the  only  German  boy,  and,  not  being  able  to 
speak  the  English  language  very  well,  was  made 
fun  of  and  called  “ Dutchy  "'by  his  schoolmates. 
The  Germans  were  often  the  target  for  the  un- 
principled boys,  and  were  imposed  upon  in 
various  ways.  Our  subject  was  picked  cut  by 
his  schoolmates,  and  especially  by  one,  a brother 
of  the  teacher,  as  an  object  to  be  tantalized  with 
impunity.  Though  not  naturally  quarrelsome, 
he  would  not  submit  to  any  unjust  imposition. 
This  brother  of  the  teacher  was  of  about  the 
same  age,  and  his  repeated  taunts  and  mean 
tricks  could  no  longer  be  endured  by  our  subject, 
so  one  day  he  administered  a sound  thrashing,  in 
true  school-boy  style,  which  seemed  to  be  an  in- 
timation of  what  was  in  store  for  future  offenders, 
and,  needless  to  say,  he  was  respected  by  all 
from  that  time  on.  Mr.  Dieter  worked  on  va- 
rious farms  in  the  neighborhood  as  a hand  for  $4 
per  month.  When  twenty-one  years  old  he  was 
able  to  earn  $8  per  month.  He  came  to  Wood 
county  in  advance  of  his  father's  family  to  look 
up  a home,  the  parents  joining  him  in  1849. 

Mr.  Dieter  was  married,  March  2S.  1850,  in 
Montgomery  township,  to  Miss  Hannah  Dunkcl. 
who  was  born  in  Center  county,  Penn.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Malachi  Dunkcl.  Up  to  this  time  he  had 
never  owned  land,  and  at  his  marriage  he  had  but 
a few  dollars.  His  first  real  estate  was  ten  acre- 
of  land,  on  which  stood  a log  cabin,  with  pun- 
cheon lloor  and  mud  and  stick  chimney,  tin 
furniture  of  the  house  consisting  of  three  stools 
and  a table,  and  a home-made  bedstead.  Mr 
Dieter  followed  farming  until  1894,  when  h'- 
bought  the  fine  house  in  Prairie  Depot  whwv  li 
lives  in  retirement.  The  following ciiildiv;  v. 
born  to  him  and  his  wile:  John,  residing 

Prairie  Depot;  Jacob,  a farmer  of  Montg  >m>  r\ 
township;  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  John  Wisucr,  >'i 


' 


. 


.. 


' 

. 


lea  £ 

' 

. 

■ 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


mi 


Montgomery;  Lavina,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Nelson  Graham,  a resident  of  Montgomery;  Car- 
oline, who  married  John  Smith,  and  died  in  Mich- 
igan; Barbara,  now  the  wife  of  Jack  Dicken,  of 
Montgomery;  Adaline,  Mrs.  Edwin  Gris,  of  San- 
dusky count}';  George,  a farmer  of  Montgomery 
township;  and  James,  also  a farmer  in  that  town- 
ship. Mr.  Dieter  was  at  one  time  a Democrat, 
but  became  a stanch  Republican.  In  religious 
connections  he  is  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  is.  one  of  its  main  supporters;  has 
held  various  offices  in  the  Church,  and  is  fore- 
most in  all  matters  pertaining  to  its  work.  He 
gave  the  land  on  which  to  build  Mt.  Zion  church, 
in  Montgomery  township,  and  gave  the  church 
its  name.  He  is  a self-made  man,  has  been  a 
hard  worker,  and  stands  high  in  the  estimation 
of  his  fellow  citizens. 

John  O’Leary,  is  a farmer  of  Lake  township, 
residing  in  Section  32,  the  farm  being  the  same 
on  which  he  was  born  August  24,  1848.  He  can 
justly  be  considered  a pioneer  of  this  section,  hav- 
ing watched  the  development  of  the  township  and 
county  in  which  he  resided  from  his  infancy. 
Scarcely  a farm  house  had  been  built,  and  the 
timbered  land  was  the  home  of  deer  and  other 
wild  game.  He  has  seen  villages  spring  up, 
and  small  hamlets  transformed  into  prosperous 
cities  and  thriving  villages,  and  populous  town- 
ships filling  the  places  once  occupied  by  forests. 
In  all  this  wondrous  growth  he  has  lent  material 
assistance,  and  all  efforts  put  forth  by  him  and 
his  coadjutors  in  that  direction  have  been  faith- 
fully aided  by  nature,  whose  resources  here  are 
unbounded. 

His  parents,  John  and  Ellen  (McCarthy) 
O'Leary,  were  natives  of  County  Cork,  Ireland. 
At  an  early  age  they  came  to  America,  to  seek  a 
home  in  the  New  World,  and  with  that  tide  of 
humanity  that  was  then  rushing  westward,  they 
cast  their  lot,  landing,  in  1837,  ’n  the  Maumee 
Valley.  In  [842  they  located  on  140  acres  of 
land  in  Lake  township,  on  which  the  father  passed 
the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1S83;  the  mother  is 
still  living  at  the  old  homestead.  There  are  six 
children  living:  Mary,  Dennis,  Johanna,  John. 

Daniel  (of  Mercer  county),  and  Ellen.  The  fa- 
ther was  an  ardent  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a 
devout  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

William  Robinson,  of  Liberty  township,  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  old  families  of  Ohio.  He 
was  born  March  1,  1845,  in  Huron  count}',  Ohio, 
and  was  a son  of  William  Jordan  Robinson,  also 
a native  of  Huron  county,  where  he  grew  to 


manhood  and  married  Miss  Nancy  Wheaton. 
He  was  a prominent  and  well-known  citizen,  and 
locating  in  Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  at  an 
early  day,  became  an  honored  resident  of  this 
community.  His  death  occurred  in.  the  spring 
of  1867,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  a few  years  later.  Their  children 
w ere  Mary  E.,  widow  of  Pierce  Mercer,  of  Liberty 
township;  William : George  Washington,  a farmer 
residing  near  Dunbridge;  Nelson,  deceased:  Eliza 
Jane,  now  a widow;  Martha,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two;  Lotishia,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty;  Henry,  a farmer  of  Hoytville:  Ellen, 
wife  of  Lewis  C.  McCrory,  of  Liberty  township; 
Emma,  deceased  wife  of  Allen  Curtis;  and  Joseph, 
who  died  in  young  manhood. 

When  a boy  our  subject  came  to  Wood 
county  with  his  parents,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Liberty  township.  In  early 
manhood  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  which 
he  followed  in  connection  with  farming.  He  was 
married  in  Liberty  township,  December  16. 
1866,  to  Hannah  M.  McCrory,  who  was  born  in 
Bloom  township,  January  23,  1845,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  McCrory,  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  in  that  State  married  Nancy 
i Setchler,  and  afterward  came  to  Bloom  town- 
1 ship.  Here  Mrs.  McCrory  died  about  1S4S, 

1 leaving  but  one  child,  Mrs.  Robinson.  The 
father  afterward  married  Mary  Ann  Mercer, 
and  their  children  were  William  P , who  died 
when  a young  man;  Samuel  }.,  of  Bowling 
Green;  Mrs.  Jennie  Ferguson,  of  Cygnet,  Ohio: 
James  A.,  a liveryman  of  Cygnet;  Mary  Ann,  at 
home;  Harris  A.,  a farmer  of  Henry  countv, 
Ohio;  and  Albert  O.,  who  operates  the  old  home- 
stead in  Liberty  township.  Mr.  McCrory  was  a 
very  prominent  citizen,  and  a stalwart  Democrat 
in  politics.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  many  years,  was  also  school  director,  and  was 
a member  of  the  Disciples  Church.  He  died 
October  18,  1885,  and  was  buried  in  Mercer 
ceineterv.  His  widow  now  resides  in  Bowling 
Green. 

For  five  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject 
resided  on  the  old  Robinson  homestead,  and  then 
rented  a farm  in  Liberty  township  for  a year, 
after  which  he  purchased  forty  acres,  later  sell- 
ing one-half  of  it.  He  made  all  of  the  improvo- 
; ments  upon  the  place  and  erected  a fine  residence; 
also  had  three  oil  wells  upon  the  farm. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  were  born  five 
children:  Marv  A.,  wife  of  Bertsell  Mercer,  of 

Libertv  township;  Janus  W.,  at  home;  Clara  t ., 
wife  of  William  Henton.  of  Liberty  township; 
Sarah  C.  and  William  J.,  at  home.  Mr.  Robin- 
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son  was  a highh-  esteemed  citizen,  well  liked 
wherever  he  went,  and  his  friends  throughout  the 
county  were  many.  He  died  September  18, 
1885,  and  his  death  was  deeply  mourned.  His 
widow,  with  her  children,  still  reside  on  the  old 
family  homestead.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Disciples  Church,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  its 
growth  and  upbuilding.  Her  many  excellencies 
of  character  have  made  her  highly  esteemed,  and 
the  family  is  one  of  genuine  worth. 

James  A.  Graham  is  pleasantly  located  upon 
a farm  of  100  acres,  in  Section  22,  Montgomery 
township,  and  the  home  with  its  surroundings  dis- 
plays the  supervision  of  an  intelligent  fanner  and 
capable  business  man,  who  has  proved  a useful 
member  of  society,  and  deserves  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  people  around  him. 

His  -father,  John  Graham,  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  born  August  9,  1808,  six  miles  from  Bel- 
fast, and  when  thirteen  years  of  age  was  brought 
by  his  parents,  Thomas  Graham  and  wife,  to 
America,  the  family  first  locating  at  Pittsburg,  j 
Penn.  They  later  made  their  home  in  Marion 
county,  a mile  and  a half  east  of  the  county  seat,  j 
where  both  parents  died.  In  that  county,  on 
November  13,  1831,  John  Graham  married  Me- 
iita  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Pickaway  county, 
Ohio,  May  12,  18  ri,  of  Irish  and  English  par- 
entage. Mr.  Graham  continued  to  live  in  Mari- 
on county  until  the  fall  of  1836,  when  he  removed 
to  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  and 
there  built  his  cabin  upon  a little  knoll,  the  site 
of  the  present  home  of  our  subject,  it  being  the 
only  dry  spot  upon  the  place  at  that  time.  He 
purchased  200  acres  of  wild  land,  on  which  he 
made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
January  4,  1854;  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Gra- 
ham  cemetery,  upon  his  farm.  He  was  a man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  naturally  very  in- 
telligent, and  had  obtained  a fair  education  for 
those  days.  He  became  a local  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Church  of  that  denomination  at 
Prairie  Depot.  Possessing  excellent  judgment  and 
sound  common  sense,  he  was  looked  up  to  and 
consulted  on  various  questions.  His  political 
support  was  first  given  to  the  Whig  party,  and 
later  he  became  a strong  Abolitionist,  always  a 
friend  of  the  negro.  Although  he  died  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  forty-five,  he  left  a 
comfortable  competence,  having  been  a good 
manager  and  shrewd  dealer,  and  it  that  time 
had  320  acres,  of  which  eighty  belonged  10  his 
tvife.  After  his  death  she  resided  upon  the  home 
farm,  until  1872,  when  she  removed  to  Prairie  ! 


j Depot,  living  there  until  1890,  after  which  she 
made  her  home  with  her  children,  until  called 
from  this  life,  on  April  14,  1894.  She  was  an 
i earnest  Christian  woman,  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  is  the 
fifth,  in  order  of  birth,  in  the  family  of  seven 
! children,  who  are  as  follows:  John  W. , born 

September  28,  1832,  is  a resident  of  Prairie  De- 
pot; William  B.,  born  February  18,  1834,  died 
1 in  1856;  Thomas  A.,  born  April  18.  1837,  lives 
in  Montgomery  township;  Mary  A.,  born  January 

4,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  E.  Young,  of  Illinois; 
James  A.  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides.  May  8,  1843;  Russell  X.,  born  February 

5,  1S4S,  makes  his  home  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship; and  Melita  A.  C.,  born  January  8,  1852.  is 
the  wife  of  G.  W.  Hedge,  of  the  same  township. 

The  early  life  of  James  A.  Graham  was  spent 
upon  the  home  farm  and  in  attending  the  district 
schools.  The  first  school  which  he  attended  was 
held  in  his  father's  house,  as  there  was  no  school 
building  in  the  district,  his  teacher  being  Phcebe 
Vosburg.  He  heartily  endorses  the  improvements 
made  in  the  educational  institutions  of  to-day, 
and  was  for  fourteen  years  an  efficient  member  of 
the  school  board  of  Prairie  Depot.  As  a farmer 
boy  he  used  to  ride  a horse  on  the  barn  floor  to 
thresh  the  grain.  He  remained  a member  of  the 
parental  household  until  his  marriage,  which  im- 
portant event  in  his  life  was  celebrated  at  Mau- 
mee, Ohio,  December  31,  1S67,  Miss  Margaret 
Hoffman  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  near 
Cardington.  Morrow  Co.,  Ohio,  May  25,  1847, 
daughter  of  James  and  Man  (Halfhill)  Hoffman, 
the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  Her  parents  came 
to  Wood  county  in  1855,  but  later  went  to  Lucas 
county,  this  Slate,  where  they  died.  She  was 
the  eldest  daughter  and  second  child  in  their  fam- 
ily of  five  children,  and  after  completing  her  edu- 
cation taught  two  terms  of  school  in  Montgomery 
township,  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age.  To 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  come  three  children 
— J.  Frank,  who  was  born  July  24,  1873,  and  was 
I admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar  in  March,  1896,  at  the 
i age  of  twenty-two;  William  A.,  born  August  18 
1878;  and  Carrie  A.,  born  December  29,  1883. 

F'or  one  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Graham 
j rented  land  in  Section  16,  Montgomery  township, 
and  then  returned  to  the  home  farm,  where  he 
now  lives.  Five  acres  had  been  sold,  but  -he 
purchased  this,  and  now  has  100  acres  of  rich  and 
valuable  land.  He  has  always  devote  ! his  time 
and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  chosen  calling.  His 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Lincoln  when 
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that  gentleman  ran  for  his  second  term,  and  later 
he  was  a Democrat  until  the  fall  of  1SS0,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a stalwart  Prohibitionist. 
Though  no  office  seeker,  he  has  served  in  minor 
township  offices.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  No.  646,  at  Prairie 
Depot;  Crystal  Encampment,  of  the  same  Order, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Rebekah 
Lodge  at  Prairie  Depot.  Religiously  they  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  serves  as  recording  steward, 
and  she  belongs  to  the  Woman's  Foreign -Mission- 
ary Society.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence 
in  the  community,  its  members  being  intelligent 
and  well-read,  and  they  hold  an  enviable  position 
in  social  circles. 

Samuel  Leverton.  In  the  career  of  this 
gentleman  we  find  an  excellent  example  for 
young  men  just  embarking  in  the  field  of  active 
life;  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a man  be- 
ginning poor,  but  honest,  prudent  and  industri- 
ous. A native  of  another  hemisphere,  Mr. 
Leverton  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England, 
in  October,  1848,-  and  is  a son  of  John  Leverton. 
His  parents  were  both  natives  of  England,  where 
their  deaths  occurred.  In  their  family  were  ten 
children,  namely:  Mary,  Naomi,  John  M. , Eliza- 
beth, Fisher,  Cecelia,  Hannah,  Samuel,  Daniel 
and  James. 

As  his  parents  were  in  limited  circumstances, 
the  educational  advantages  which  our  subject 
received  were  very  meager,  and  from  a very 
early  age  he  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources  for  a livelihood.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  brother,  who  was 
living  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Leverton  left  the  shores  of 
the  Old  World,  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  this 
country,  where  better  opportunities  are  afforded 
young  men.  He  first  located  in  Erie  county, 
this  State,  where  he  worked  on  a farm,  receiving 
$13  per  month  for  his  services,  and  there  he  re- 
mained for  four  years,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
county.  After  working  as  a farm  hand  for  three 
years  in  Plain  township,  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm  of  Major  Lawrence  in  Perrysburg  township, 
and  continued  its  operation  for  four  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Plain  township,  renting  land  which 
he  cultivated  for  nine  years.  Through  industry 
and  careful  management,  he  succeeded  in  saving 
a few  hundred  dollars,  with  which  he  purchased 
sixty  acres  of  partially  improved  land.  His 
place  is  now  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
with  suitable  buildings,  and  all  the  appointments 
of  the  model  country  home. 

Mr.  Leverton  has  been  twice  married,  his 


! first  union  being  with  Plannah  Huff,  who  died  on 
the  11th  of  July,  1875.  Six  children  blessed 
this  union,  but  the  youngest  died  while  small. 

! They  are  William,  Henry,  Mary,  George,  Frank, 

■ and  Emma.  In  1876  Mr.  Leverton  wedded 
Catherine,  widow  of  S.  Martindale,  and  she  was 
j called  to  her  final  rest  June  11,  1895. 

. Our  subject  upholds  the  principles  of  the 
I Republican  party,  and  he  and  his  family  attend 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  gives  his 
encouragement  to  the  enterprises  tending  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people  around  him,  and 
; endeavors  by  a life  of  kindness  and  charity  to 
set  an  example  worthy  of  imitation. 

L.  O.  Broyles,  a wide-awake  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer  residing  in  Section  2.  Montgomery 
township,  was  born  April  20,  1862,  in  Fairfield 
i county,  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of  James  Broyles,  also 
! a native  of  the  same  county.  In  Licking  countv, 
Ohio,  the  father  was  married  November  29,  i860, 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Bryan,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Fairfield  county,  May  18,  1S3S.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Enoch  and  Rebecca  Myers)  Bryan, 
j the  former  a native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of 
Lancaster,  Penn.  ; in  the  family  were  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Hannah  J.,  now  the  widow  of 

A.  Hashbarger,  of  Montgomery  township;  Mary, 
who  wedded  Stewart  Plummer,  and  died  in  Lick- 
ing county;  Cornelius,  of  Bradner,  Ohio:  Jacob, 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  George,  of  Bradner;  and 
Rebecca,  mother  of  our  subject. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  located  in 
I Licking  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming,  and  also  made  many  thousand  shingles 
! by  hand;  but  when  our  subject  was  quite  small, 
the  mother  was  left  with  herself  and  two  children 
to  support.  In  the  fall  of  1881  she  came  to 
: Wood  count)',  and  has  since  lived  in  Montgomery 
township,  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. She  is  a most  estimable  woman,  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church. 
The  brother  of  our  subject  is  Clement  Broyles,  of 
Bradner,  Ohio. 

The  education  of  L.  O.  Broyles  was  obtained 
principally  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
county.  Coming  to  Wood  county,  his  first  loca- 
tion was  upon  Section  2,  Montgomery  township 
where  he  still  owns  forty  acres;  but  he  has  added 
to  his  property  until  his  landed  possessions  com- 
prise 1 15  acres  of  valuable  land.  Since  his  ar- 
rival here,  in  connection  with  his  farming  opera- 
tions. for  two  years  he  followed  rig-budding  !<  t 
others,  and  for  three  years  worked  as  a si  ction 
hand  on  the  Columbus,  Hocking  Valiev  N Toledo 
railroad.  He  is  a steady-going,  industrious 
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fanner,  who  has  made  his  way  in  the  world  un-  j 
aided,  and  has  won  the  high  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 

On  October  30,  1890,-  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Mr.  Broyles  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Hattie  Brow  n,  who  was  born  in  Section  2, 
of  that  township,  March  23,  186S,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  T.  and  Roena  (Stahl)  Brown, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren— William  E.,  Alice  B.,  and  Ralph  M.  In 
religious  belief  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Broyles  are 
Methodist  Protestants,  and  be  casts  his  ballot  in 
support  of  Democratic  principles. 

Adam  Dickex,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  was  born  in  Bedford  county, 
Penn. , April  9,  1 830.  His  parents, Charles  and  Ke- 
ziah  (Purdue)  Dicken,  moved  to  Crawford  county 
when  he  was  a child,  lived  there  a while,  and 
then  went  to  Liberty  township,  Seneca  county,  i 
where  the  father  died.  The  mother  died  later  in  j 
Jackson  township,  Seneca  county.  Mr.  Dicken 
was  a successful  farmer,  and  left  considerable 
property,  being  considered  well-to-do  for  those  | 
days.  To  him  and  his  wife  nine  children  were  1 
born,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely: 
Adam,  our  subject;  Jonathan,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Seneca  county;  William,  of  the  same  place; 
and  Eliza  J.,  the  widow  of  William  Valance. 

Adam  Dicken  attended  school  in  Liberty 
township;  but,  being  the  eldest  boy,  he  was  the 
first  to  be  of  use  to  his  father  on  the  farm,  so  his 
schooling  was  somewhat  limited.  He  lived  at 
home  continuously  until  June  9,  1854,  when  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stahl,  who  was  j 
born  in  Perry  county,  November  17,  1837,  the  ! 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Tena  (Smith)  Stahl.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stahl  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  1 
came  to  Seneca  county  in  the  spring  of  183S,  lo- 
cating in  Jackson  township.  They  had  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Maria,  now’  Mrs.  Thomas  I 

Pennel,  of  Fostoria;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  cur  sub- 
ject; Sarah,  who  married  Emmanuel  Hampshiie, 
of  Anderson  county,  Kans. ; Andrew,  living  in 
Gibsonburg,  Ohio;  William,  a native  of  Gratiot 
county,  Mich.;  Levi,  residing  in  Sandusky  coun- 
ty; and  Jacob,  who  died  in  Burgoon.  Mrs.  Stahl 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  and  Mr.  Stahl  took, 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Eva  Smith,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Tena,  who  married  Curt  Elder, 
and  died  in  Defiance,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Dicken  lived  one  year  with  his  father 
after  his  marriage,  and  later  went  to  housekecp-  : 
mg  on  his  160  acres  of  new  land,  where  he  built 
a log  cabin  18  x 20  feet  square,  living  there  nearly 
three  years.  Then,  his  father  having  died,  he  ! 


sold  his  land  and  bought  the  home  farm,  subse- 
quently selling  half  of  it,  as  it  was  too  great  an 
expense.  He  lived  there  until  the  fall  cf  1869. 
wdien  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Wood  county,  lo- 
cating in  Section  29,  Montgomery  township,  and 
purchasing  160  acres,  on  which  he  has  continued 
to  live.  On  this  farm  are  nine  producing  oil 
wells,  with  five  locations  which  promise  fine  ad- 
ditional profits.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dicken:  Mary.E. , now 

Mrs.  Frank  Wollam,  of  Montgomery  township; 
Jacob,  of  Jerry  City;  Jackson,  in  Montgomery 
township;  William,  a farmer  in  same  township; 
Sherman,  who  died  when  five  years  old;  Curtis, 
at  home;  Estelle,  now  Mrs.  Clarence  E.  Dowl- 
ing, also  in  Montgomery;  and  Charles  F.,  who 
also  resides  there.  Our  subject  is  a member 
of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  formerly  was 
very  active  in  Church  work,  contributing  liberaliv 
and  holding  various  offices.  He  has  always  been 
fair  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings;  and  no  citizen 
of  Montgomery  township  is  more  highlv  respected. 
We  may  add  that  Mr.  Dicken  has  never  engaged 
in  litigation  either  as  plaintiff  or  defendant. 

M.  E.  Dirk,  member  of  the  furniture  firm  of 
Dirk  & Hough,  w’as  born  September  7,  1S62,  in 
Henry  township,  Wood  county.  He  spent  his 
early  life  in  North  Baltimore,  attending  the  pub- 
lic school  there  for  several  years,  and  then  went 
to  the  Ada  Normal  School,  at  Ada,  Ohio.  After 
leaving  school  Mr.  Dirk  went  to  work  on  a farm, 
following  that  occupation  until  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Libbie  Beatty,  which  took  place  February 
18,  1SS4.  One  child,  Glenn,  was  born  to  them 
Mrs.  Dirk  died  November  19,  1891,  and  Mr. 
Dirk  afterward  married  Miss  Mary  Dayringer. 

In  1888  our  subject  entered  the  furniture  bus- 
iness with  Mr.  Hough,  who  was  reared  on  a farm 
adjoining  that  of  Mr.  Dirk,  and  the  friendly  rela- 
tions begun  in  boyhood  have  been  maintained  in 
their  business  careers.  They  have  established  an 
extensive  trade,  and  in  their  well-stocked  store 
may  be  found  everything  in  the  way  of  furniture 
that  could  be  desired  for  the  fitting  out  of  a beau- 
tiful home.  Mr.  Dirk  has  demonstrated  his  abil- 
ity as  a business  man  by  the  successful  manner  in 
which  he  has  conducted  his  store.  He  is  gen!:: ' 
in  disposition,  upright  in  character,  and  holds  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

Jacob  Dirk,  the  father  of  our  subject,  w is 
born  in  1819,  in  Pennsylvania.  His  wife,  Satah 
(Povenmier',  was  born  in  1S25.  The'  were 
married  at  Sugar  Ridge,  Hancock  countv.  livmg 
there  until  1859,  when  they  came  to  the  present 
site  of  North  Baltimore,  anil  Mr.  Dirk  bought 
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land  on  which  the  present  city  has  been  built. 

|ti  1887  he  erected  a brick  block,  two  stories  in  ' 
height,  and  75  x 100  feet.  Mr.  Dirk  is  a Repub-  1 
lican,  and  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  Both  he  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  among  -the  pioneers  of  the  county,  j 
To  them  were  born  five  children,  as  follows: 
Jennie,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Liberty 
township;  John,  living  in  North  Baltimore;  Will-  1 
iarn  M.,  a retired  farmer  in  Weston,  Ohio;  | 
Amanda,  who  was  married  to  George  A.  Smith,  ! 
it  clerk  in  Bowling  Green;  and  M.  E.,  cur  subject. 

M.  I).  Smith.  Among  the  leading  and  rep-  , 
resentative  agriculturists  of  Perry  township,  stal- 
wart and  sturdy  tillers  of  the  soil,  there  is  none 
who  stands  a more  prominent  ^figure  than  the  ; 
gentleman  of  whom  this  notice  is  written.  His  ! 
birth  occurred  in  the  Empire  State,  on  April  10, 
1850.  His  parents,  Martin  D.  and  Mary  J.  (El- 
vert)  Smith,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  immi- 
grated to  the  United  States  about  1849,  locating 
in  New  York,  where  the  father  followed  farming, 
and  there  died  when  our  subject  was  but  a child.  ! 
He  was  then  taken  by  his  mother  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1856,  ■ 
when  they  came  to  Wood  county.  In  Ionia 
county,  Mich.,  the  mother  was  again  married,  ; 
becoming  the  wife  of  E.  A.  Pelton,  and  now  , 
makes  her  home  in  Eagleville,  Ohio. 

On  reaching  a sufficient  age  our  subject  en- 
tered the  common  schools  of  Lorain  county, 
which  were  much  inferior  to  the  schools  of  the 
present  day,  and  there  he  pursued  his  literary  i 
studies.  To  rural  pursuits  he  was  reared,  being 
employed  on  farms  when  quite  young,  and  in 
1866  went  to  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  near  which  1 
place  he  obtained  work  as  a farm  hand,  there  re- 
maining until  1873,  when  he  returned  to  Perry 
township. 

On  May  23,  1874,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Smith  and  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hall,  a 
native  of  Perry  township,  born  in  Section  17, 
March  5,  1S59,  and  a daughter  of  A.  J.  and 
Mary  M.  (Patterson)  Hall.  Pier  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  six  children:  Bertie  E.,  born  August 

16,  1876;  Harry  W. , born  April  1,  1879;  Charles 
N.,  born  August  16,  1881;  Andrew  M , born 
July  29,  1883;  Mary  M.,  born  August  4,  1SS6; 
and  Ray  I).,  born  September  26,  1890. 

For  about  ten  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Smith  lived  with  his  wife's  people,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1884  removed  to  his  present  farm  of  forty 
acres  in  Section  17,  Perry  township,  which  he 


had  purchased  three  years  previously.  In  1887 
he  replaced  their  first  home,  which  was  of  logs, 
with  a very  comfortable  and  modern  residence. 
All  that  he  now  possesses  has  been  secured 
through  his -industry  and  perseverance,  as  he  re- 
ceived no  outside  aid  from  any  source.  In  busi- 
ness transactions  he  is  perfectly  honorable  and 
straightforward,  is  progressive  in  his  methods  of 
farming,  and  justly  ranks-  among  the  prominent 
citizens  of  the  community.  His  political  affilia- 
tions are  with  the  Republican  party. 

J.  D.  Conklin,  one  of  the  well-known  and 
successful  business  men  of  Weston,  was  born  in 
Huron  countv,  Ohio,  May  25,  1853,  and  is  the 
son  of  James  and  Eliza  (Davenport)  Conklin. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Plain  township,  Wood  count}-,  and 
assisted  his  father  upon  the  home  farm  until  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  rented  a farm 
for  himself  in  the  same  township.  This  he  op- 
erated for  six  years,  when  he  came  to  Weston, 
and  was  in  the  employ  of  H.  H.  Keel  for  eight 
years.  He  then  went  into  the  drug  business,  in 
connection  with  D.  L.  Aldrich,  subsequently  sell- 
ing out  his  interest  to  his  partner.  In  1S88  he 
was  made  postmaster,  receiving  his  appointment 
under  John  Wanamaker,  who  was  then  Postmas- 
ter-General. This  office  he  held  for  four  years, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in 
1893.  He  has  since  built  a handsome  brick 
business-block,  two  stories  in  height,  and  20x80 
feet,  in  which  he  now  has  his  store.  He  carries 
a complete-stock  of  fine  goods,  which  he  selects 
with  great  care,  and  with  an  eye  to  the  wants  of 
his  customers.  His  well-known  business  ability 
and  pleasant,  genial  manners,  have  secured  him 
a large  trade,  which  is  constantly  increasing,  and 
he  has  a host  of  personal  friends.  In  politics 
Mr.  Conklin  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  works 
for  the  interests  of  his  party.  He  belongs  to  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  to  the  F.  K A.  M., 
at  Weston. 

Mr.  Conklin  was  married  Ma\  19,  1886,  to 
Miss  Ella  R.,  daughter  of  William  Mailev,  and 
they  have  one  child — Archie — born  May  14, 
1889.  Mrs.  Conklin  was  born  September  18, 
18G4.  She  is  a lady  of  refinement,  and  an  act- 
ive worker  in  all  good  causes.  She  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  belongs  to  the 
Home  Mission  Aid  Society. 

Hari.and W.  Hi  nc.K.  a representative  farmer 
and  well-known  buMm : s man  oi  Mi  ntgomer\ 
township,  was  l 1 in  S ion  17.  that  township, 
February  23,  1802  the  fifth  child  and  fourth  son 
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of  George  B.  and  Catherine  (Crawfoot)  Hedge, 
who  have  taken  a prominent  part  in  the  upbuild- 
ing and  welfare  of  the  community. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired  in 
the  district  schools,  and,  when  not  bus)'  with  his 
text  books  he  aided  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm, 
and  in  hauling  logs  to  his  father’s  mill.  He 
much  preferred  agricultural  pursuits,  however, 
and  as  a result  became  more  skillful  along  that 
line  than  at  the  other  occupation.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  October 
ii,  1883,  Miss  Annie  E.  Carr  becoming  his  wife. 
Her  birth  occurred  in  Eden  township,  Wyandot 
Co.,  Ohio,  January  25,  1861,  and  she  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Mary  (Alexander)  Carr,  farm- 
ing people.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hedge  have  come 
two  interesting  children — Foil  D.,  born  February 
15,  1 888;  and  Earl  S. , born  March  14,  1893. 
The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon 
a good  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Section  18,  Mont- 
gomery township,  where  they  still  continue  to 
live.  In  August,  1892,  Mr.  Hedge  purchased  his 
father’s  interest  in  the  extensive  tile  manufactur- 
ing plant  of  F.  T.  Hedge  & Co.,  the  members  of 
the  firm  being  himself  and  brother  F.  T.  This 
is  the  largest  factory  of  the  kind  in  Wood  county, 
and  the  product  turned  out  is  first-class  in 
every  particular.  Our  subject  gives  much  of 
his  attention  to  the  business,  but  also  operates 
his  farm,  on  which  he  erected  an  excellent  barn 
in  1894.  Though  a faithful  Democrat,  Mr. 
Hedge  manifests  but  a voting  interest  in  politics; 
he  strongly  sympathizes  with  his  party,  but  is 
not  radical,  and  cares  nothing  for  political  pre- 
ferment. He  is  a genial,  large-hearted,  jolly 
good  fellow,  honest  and  upright  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  cit- 
izens of  the  township,  in  which  he  has  made 
many  warm  friends. 

L.  J.  Lefler,  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  substantial  agriculturists  of  Bloom  township, 
and  a leading  resident  of  Jerry  City . was  born 
October  8,  1851,  in  Brush  Creek  township,  Mus- 
kingum Co. , Ohio. 

His  father,  Adam  Letter,  was  a cooper  by 
trade,  and  filled  large  orders  for  salt  barrels, 
which  were  much  in  demand  in  his  day,  cutting 
down  the  trees  and  making  them  by  hand  from 
the  very  beginning.  He  married  'Miss  Mary 
Fetzer,  and,  of  their  family  of  eight  children,  five 
sons  lived  to  adult  age:  John,-  who  died  in 

Zanesville  in  1875;  George,  formerly  a teacher, 
who  is  now  farming  in  Bloom  township;  Noah, 
who  died  in  Jerry  City  in  1882;  L.  J.,  our  sub- 


ject; and  Alva,  who  was  once  a teacher,  and  is 
now  an  employe  in  a wholesale  house  in  Toledo. 
Of  the  three  daughters,  Angeline  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years;  Lorena,  when  two  years  of  age; 
and  Mary  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Mary  (Fetzer 
Le'fler  was  born  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  March 
5,  1820,  who,  with  a poor  widowed  mother  and 
I large  family  embarked  at  Amsterdam,  in  May, 

1 1833,  on  a sailing  vessel  for  America.  The  snip, 
becoming  disabled,  lost  her  reckoning,  and  wan- 
| dered  about  at  sea  until  provisions,  especially 
water  supplies,  became  very  low.  In  fact,  the 
j family  and  others,  would  almost  have  perished 
for  lack  of  water,  had  not  Mrs.  Letter's  mother 
fortunately  had  a keg  of  vinegar  which  she  had 
taken  on  board  with  her,  and  which  they  diluted 
with  the  very  scanty  allowance  of  stale  water 
that  was  portioned  out  to  them.  They  finally 
landed  at  New  York  after  a voyage  of  io8  days, 
during  which  dire  experience  nine  persons  died 
; and  were  buried'at  sea. 

Air.  Letter's  parents  were  not  wealthy,  but 
they  owned  a farm  of  forty  acres,  and  managed 
to  give  their  boys  as  good  an  education  as  the 
| schools  of  the  vicinity  could  furnish;  several  of 
| them  became  successful  teachers.  At  the  age  of 
i twenty-one  our  subject  entered  this  profession, 
which  he  followed  in  his  native  county  for  some 
years,  at  a time  when  teachers  built  their  own 
! fires  and  swept  the  school  house.  On  September 
30,  1S75,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie  Fulker- 
j son,  who  was  born  September  7,  1851.  the 
daughter  of  Gabriel  Fulkerson,  a pioneer  farmer 
of  Muskingum  county.  They  "kept  house  " dur- 
; ing  the  following  winter  in  a rented  dwelling, 
and  Mr.  Lefler  continued  teaching;  but,  desiring 
to  better  his  prospects,  he  moved  to  Wood 
i county  in  the  spring,  traveling  on  the  Baltimore 
& Ohio  railroad  to  Fostoria,  and  taking  a hand- 
car  on  the  Coldwater  railroad  from  that  point  to 
ferry  City,  landing  at  Jerry  City  April  11.  1876 
When  their  goods  were  moved  Mr.  Lefler  drove  a 
team  from  Fostoria,  while  his  wife  came  by  hand- 
car.  With  $200,  saved  from  his  earnings,  he 
' made  a start,  he  and  his  brother  Alva  renting  a 
! farm  for  four  years  in  what  is  now  Jerry  City. 
For  two  years  he  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
"Union  Hotel"  there,  after  which  he  joined  hi- 
brother  Alva  and  Peter  Cobble  in  the  purchase  of 
104  acres  of  land  near  the  town,  and  he  has  ever 
since  cultivated  his  portion  of  it;  there  are  four 
oil  wells  on  the  place.  He  has  tasteful  and  sub- 
stantial improvements,  including  one  of  the  best 
houses  in  town.  His  barn,  which  was  burned 
July  17,  1895,  entailing  a loss  of  $1,000,  was  1 
good  modern  structure.  For  some  years  aitei 
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coming  to  Wood  county  he  continued  teaching, 
and  his  work  in  Bloom,  Portage  and  Montgomery 
townships  was  deserving  of  high  praise,  afford- 
ing an  improvement  upon  the  ordinary  district 
school  of  the  day.  He  is  a good  business  man, 
ranking  among  the  first  in  his  locality,  and  in 
spite  of  losses,  including  that  of  a deposit  of 
$600  in  a bank  at  Fostoria,  he  has  done  well  in 
life.  In  1 88 5 his  parents  came  to  Wood  county 
to  be  near  “ their  boys,”  and  the  mother  now  lives 
in  Section  16,  Bloom  township,  the  father  having 
died  April  21,  1896. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leffer  have  always  been  in 
hearty  sympathy  with  the  progressive  element  of 
their  community,  taking  part,  as  they  had  oppor- 
tunity, in  philanthropic  movements.  They  have 
had  three  children:  Carrie  E.  (a  teacher  at  the 

present  time),  born  September  26,  1876,  who 
was  married  August  21,  1895.  to  Charles  Conner, 
of  jerry  City;  Omar  F. , who  died  in  infancy ; and 
Vernie  M.,  born  April  26,  1890,  at  home.  In 
politics  Mr.  Leffer  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  an 
active  worker  in  local  affairs.  He  served  two 
terms  as  township  assessor,  two  as  village  clerk, 
and  two  as  member  of  the  city  council,  and  is 
now  the  president  of  the  board  of  education. 

J.  E.  Smith.  The  gentleman  whose  name 
stands  at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch  is  a gen- 
eral farmer,  pursuing  his  pleasant  and  profitable 
occupation  in  Section  31,  Ross  township,  and  is 
the  efficient  town  clerk,  to  which  office  he  was 
elected  in  1S91,  succeeding  C.  L.  Hicks.  He 
has  continuously  served  in  that  position  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Ross  township,  in 
1867,  ar“d  is  the  son  of  jerome  B.  and  Rachel 
(Eggleston)  Smith.  The  father,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y. , became  a resi- 
dent of  Oregon  township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio,  as 
early  as  1830,  and  there  opened  up  a farm  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  which  is  now  within  the 
corporation  limits  of  Toledo.  In  1846  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Cobb,  who  died  in  1864; 
and,  in  Ross  township,  in  1866,  his  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Rachel  Eggleston)  Lake  was  cele- 
brated. She  was  also  a native  of  New  York, 
and  a daughter  of  Truman  and  Lorinda  (Paine) 
Eggleston,  who  were  born  in  Dutchess  count)  , 
that  State,  and,  in  1858,  came  to  what  is  now 
Ross  township,  locating  in  the  midst  of  the  woods. 

1 here  the  death  of  her  father  occurred,  in  1863, 
and  that  of  her  mother  in' 1891.  In  their  family 
were  three  children,  who  are  still  living;  Am- 
brose 1’.,  who  resides  in  Kansas;  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann 
Cleason,  of  Chicago,  111.;  and  Mrs.  Smith.  The 
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father  of  our  subject  purchased  an  eightv-acre 
tract  of  timber  land  in  Ross  township,  which  he 
cleared  and  developed,  and  thereon  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  in  1888.  He  was  an  ardent 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  served  as  a member  of 
the  school  board.  His  wife  is  still  living  upon 
the  old  home  farm.  Their  union  was  blessed  bv 
the  birth  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, the  eldest  being  the  subject  of  this  sketch: 
the  others  are  Addie  B.  and  Hattie  L. 

Mr.  Smith,  whose  name  introduces  this  nar- 
rative, was  reared  to  farm  life,  having  aided  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  fields  as  soon  as  he  was 
large  enough,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  during  the 
winter  months,  and  is  now  engaged  in  general 
farming.  He  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
public-spirited  young- men  of  Ross  township,  and 
delights  in  noting  its  growth  and  progress,  with 
which  he  has  been  prominently  identified.  Polit- 
ically he  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father, 
giving  his  unfaltering  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  the 
past  five  years  has  capably  filled  his  present 
office. 

James  L.  Spink  is  a worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Wood 
county,  his  grandfather,  Buckley  Spink,  having 
located  in  Montgomerv  township  at  an  earlvdav. 
The  latter  was  born  April  11,  1793,  at  Rome. 
X.  Y. , and  in  that  State  was  married,  October 
4,  1820,  to  Amy  Moshier,  who  was  born  on 

January  14,  1796,  at  Attleboro,  Mass.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Moshier.  The  young  couple 
located  upon  a farm  in  Hanover  township, 
Chautauqua  Co. , N.  Y. , w'here  were  born  to  them 
three  children — James  R. , born  December  8, 
1821,  died  March  3,  1852,  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Wood  Co.,  Ohio;  Tenetta,  born  February 
22,  1824,  died  in  the  same  township  September 
1,  1874;  and  Adelia,  born  June  26,  1827,  now 
the  widow  of  Charles  Brooke,  of  Prairie  Depot, 
Ohio.  After  their  removal  to  Collins,  Erie  Co.. 
N.  Y.,  in  1S2S,  the  family  circle  w’as  increased 
bv  the  following  children:  Solon,  born  March 

27,  1829,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Emelme. 
born  November  24,  1831.  the  wife  of  Levi  Hal- 
comb, died  in  Montgomerv  township  February 
17,  [855;  Yolney,  born  January  26,  1834,  died 
in  the  same  township  November  it,  1856:  and 
Amy  A.,  born  November  8,  1836,  now  Mrs. 

Samuel  Hernminger,  of  Montgomery  township 

After  settling  upon  his  farm  in  Erie  tammy. 
X.  Y.,  the  grandfather  heard  rumors  about  the 
title  being  imperfect,  and,  with  many  others  <>, 
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that  locality,  sold  his  land  and  began  looking  for 
another  home.  He  had  two  brothers,  who  were 
prominent  citizens  of  Perrysburg,  Ohio — John,  a 
well-known  attorney,  and  Shibnah,  a successful 
merchant.  They  each  owned  eighty  acres  of 
new  land  in  Section  2 1,  Montgomery  township,  j 
which  they  gave  to  Buckley  Spink  in  order  to  j 
induce  him  to  locate  there.  In  a covered  wagon 
drawn  bv  three  horses,  he  started  with  his  family  i 
for  Wood  county,  in  the  spring  of  1837,  and  they  j 
were  eleven  days  on  the  road,  two  and  a half  j 
days  being  required  to  travel  the  last  twenty-one 
miles  from  Fremont,  Ohio,  to  their  farm,  and 
the)'  were  often  compelled  to  seek  help  from 
owners  of  oxen  to  pull  them  out  of  the  mud. 
Their  first  home  was  of  logs,  with  a puncheon 
floor,  and  they  endured  all  the  hardships  and  j 
privations  incident  to  pioneer  life.  Upon  that 
farm  the  grandfather  died,  May  26,  1877,  and  his 
wife  August  20,  1S74.  They  now  rest  side  by 
side  in  the  cemetery  at  Prairie  Depot.  His  j 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Republican 
party. 

On  reaching  man’s  estate  Solon  Spink  was  ! 
married,  March  6,  1S59.  in  Wood  county,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Martha  Burns,  who  I 
was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  September  1 S , 
1836,  daughter  of  Jacob  Burns,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  three  children — James  L. , subject 
of  this  review;  Albert  W.,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Montgomery  township;  and  Minerva  F.,  now 
Mrs.  John  J.  Dicken,  of  Jerry  City,  Ohio.  The 
father  was  engaged  in  operating  the  home  farm  ! 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  31, 
1876,  and  his  remains  were  interred  at  Prairie  I 
Depot.  He  left  a debt  upon  the  old  homestead, 
as  he  was  buying  it  from  the  other  heirs,  and 
was  called  from  this  life  very  suddenly,  before  he 
had  finished  paying  for  the  place.  The  sons 
were  quite  young;  but  they  went  resolutely  to 
work,  and  now  have  the  farm  free  from  indebted-  j 
ness.  It  comprises  159  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land,  which  they  have  placed  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  it  is  made  to  yield  bountiful 
harvests  for  the  care  and  labor  expended  upon 
it.  The  widowed  mother  still  finds  a pleasant 
home  there  with  our  subject,  who  is  half-owner 
of  the  farm. 

James  L.  Spink  was  born  upon  the  place 
May  9,  1S60,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  he  en- 
tered the  district  school  of  the  neighborhood; 
but  his  educational  privileges  were  somewhat 
limited,  as  he  had  to  begin  work  at  the  early  age 
of  eleven  years,  and  he  was  only  sixteen  at  the 
time  of  his  father’s  death.  On  February  7, 
1879,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Bockey,  who  was  , 


born  in  Montgomery  township  January  11,  1862, 
daughter  of  Jackson  and  Elizabeth  (Burns 
Bockey.  Her  father  died  in  Mungen,  Portage 
township,  Wood  county,  and  her- mother  is  now 
making  her  home  there.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spink 
have  been  born  four  children,  their  names  and 
dates  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Elsie  E. , Febru- 
ary 26,  1880;  Phila,  December  24,  1882:  Emily, 
June  19,  1885;  and  Wilber,  January  5,  1SS7. 
In  1894  our  subject  erected  a pleasant  residence 
upon  his  farm,  on  which  he  has  made  many 
excellent  improvements,  and  he  has  stocked  his 
place  with  a fine  grade  of  Shropshire  sheep 
and  Jersey  cattle.  The  neat  and  thrift)-  appear- 
ance of  his  farm  denotes  able  management, 
strict  attention  to  every  detail  of  the  business, 
and  an  enterprising,  progressive  and  painstaking 
owner.  As  a man  he  holds  a foremost  place  in 
the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  well 
deserves  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all. 

Charles  L.  Conklin,  who  is  classed  among 
the  successful  farmers  of  Plain  township,  is  well 
worthy  of  notice  in  a work  of  this  kind,  and  to 
be  ranked  among  the  men  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  as  useful  and  enterprising  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  December 
15,  1851,  and  is  the  third  in  the  family  of  seven 
children  born  to  James  and  Eliza  (Davenport 
Conklin,  the  others  being  Jay,  a farmer  of  Wood 
county;  Alfred  D.,  of  Weston;  James  D.,  a mer- 
chant of  Weston;  Orma  D.,  wife  of  Rev.  B 
Dupoy,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio;  Luella  J.,  wife 
of  J.  Brown;  William  FI.,  a farmer;  and  A.  J..  of 
Middleton  township.  The  father's  birth  occurred 
in  1825,  in  the  Empire  State,  and  when  a young 
man  he  removed  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Davenport,  but  later  be- 
came a farmer  of  Plain  township,  Wood  county. 
He  is  now  living  retired,  he  and  his  wife  making 
their  home  in  Weston. 

In  a manner  similar  to  that  of  most  farmer 
boys,  Charles  L.  Conklin  passed  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  attending  the  common 
schools,  and  working  on  his  father's  farm  until  he 
reached  his  majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself.  He  was  first  employed  by  the  lum- 
ber firm  of  Stearns  & Dubbs,  of  Deshler,  Henry 
Co.,  Ohio,  with  whom  he  remained  for  five 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Plain  township  and 
purchased  twenty  acres  of  arable  land,  which  In- 
operated  for  four  years.  He  then  disposed  o! 
that  property  and  bought  the  forty-acre  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides.  A destructive  fire  visited, 
him  a few  years  ago,  destroying  his  dwelling  with 
its  contents,  also  his  barns  and  other  farm  build- 
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jugs,  causing  him  a loss  of  $1,200,  partly  covered 
[>y  insurance.  These  have  been  replaced,  how- 
ever, by  substantial  structures,  including  his  resi- 
dence, which  cost  $1,000. 

At  Weston,  Ohio,  October  6,  1874,  Mr.  Conk- 
lin married  Phcebe  Brisbin,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children— Jessie,  born  June  24,  [875;  | 

George,  born  October  18,  1876;  and  Edison, 
born  December  10,  1 8 7 S . Robert  Brisbin,  the  , 

father  of  Mrs.  Conklin,  was  born  in  1809,  edu- 
cated in  his  native  place,  and  in  New  York  mar- 
ried Phcebe  Call,  and  twelve  children  were  born 
bv  their  union — Marsev,  deceased;  fames  F. ; i 

- - *7 

Elizabeth,  deceased;  Levi,  who  was  killed  in  the 
Civil  war;  Marion,  deceased;  Warren,  a veteran 
of  the  same  war;  Ellen,  wife  of  Jesse  Dease;  Eu-  ; 
gene,  a resident  of  Bowling  Green;  Albert,  who 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
now  makes  his  home  in  Bowling  Green;  Charles,  ! 
a resident  of  Michigan;  William,  of  New  York; 
and  Phcebe,  who  was  born  March  25,  1S53.  Mr. 
Brisbin  carried  on  farming  in  Weston  township 
until  his  death  in  1876,  and  his  widow  now  finds  a 
pleasant  home  with  our  subject. 

Politically,  Mr.  Conklin  is  a stanch  Republic-  ' 
an,  and  the  religious  views  of  the  family  are 
those  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  His  thrift 
and  industry  have  met  with  their  legitimate  re- 
ward, and  he  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  of 
the  locality. 

Charles  A.  Whitmore.  This  gentleman 
is  a general  farmer  and  fruit  raiser,  pursuing  his 
pleasant  and  profitable  occupation  in  Sections  30 
and  31,  Ross  township.  He  was  born  in  that 
township,  in  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Waters  and 
Susan  (Consaul)  Whitmore,  the  former  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of  Steuben  county, 
New  York. 

In  1825,  Waters  Whitmore  had  accompanied  j 
his  father,  Luther  Whitmore,  to  Lucas  county, 
Ohio,  where  the  latter  opened  up  a farm,  and 
there  died  in  1 845,  his  wife  dying  a few  years  later. 
The  son  was  married  in  that  county  to  Miss  I 
Susan  Consaul,  daughter  of  John  and  Marthy 
Consaul,  who  were  also  born  in  New  York;  they 
came  west  and  located  in  Oregon  township,  Lu- 
cas county,  where  they  developed  and  improved 
a farm,  on  which  the  mother  died  in  February, 
1862,  the  father  surviving  her  a few  years.  After 
their  marriage,  the  parents  of  our  subject  located 
on  the  banks  of  the  Maumee  river,  where  the  fa- 
ther erected  a brick  house,  which  is  still  standing. 
He  took  the  clay  out  of  the  bank  and  burned  it. 
thus  making  his  own  brick;  he  finally  sold  this, 
and  bought  a good  farm  of  125  acres  in  Ross 


township,  this  county,  to  which  he  removed  in 
1850;  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  the  land  was 
covered  with  timber;  but  he  devoted  his  time  to 
its  improvement,  until  his  place  was  one  of  the 
most  highly  cultivated  in  the  locality.  He  made 
his  home  there  until  his  death  in  i S8 5 ; his 
widow  is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them,  one  son  dying  in  in- 
fancy; Louisa  and  Sophia,  at  home;  Charles  A., 
of  this  review;  and  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Henry,  of 
East  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Charles  A.  Whitmore  earlv  became  familiar 
with  agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  home  farm, 
and  acquired  his  literary  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  township.  He  later  attended  school 
for  one  year  at  Toledo.  He  has  always  followed 
the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  now 
owns  a part  of  the  farm  on  which  he  was  born 
and  has  always  lived,  just  outside  the  city  limits 
of  Toledo,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in 
fruit  raising. 

In  Oregon  township,  Lucas  county,  Mr.  Whit- 
more was  married  in  1882,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Dorcas  Moon,  who  was  born  in  that 
township,  where  her  parents,  Tray  ton  and  Har- 
riet (Sands)  Moon,  natives  of  England,  had  lo- 
cated in  1852.  Her  father  aided  his  adopted 
country  in  her  struggle  to  preserve  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war.  He  and  his  worthy  wife  still 
make  their  home  upon  their  old  farm  in  Oregon 
township.  Five  children  have  come  to  bless  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife — Freddie, 
Charley,  Nina,  Robert  and  Raymond. 

As  an  honest  man  and  worthy  citizen,  Mr. 
Whitmore  deserves  the  respect  and  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-townsmen.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  intelligently  support- 
ing his  party  by  voice  and  vote,  although  he  does 
not  care  to  take  an  active  part  in  public  life. 

A.  J.  Schauweker.  Among  the  enterprising 
and  thrifty  citizens  of  Bowling  Green,  whose  an- 
cestors were  born  in  the  old  country,  and  who 
have  done  so  much  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  community  in  which  they  live,  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Born  in  Richland  countv,  Ohio, 
November  19,  1843,  *le  was  the  son  of  Michael 
and  Mary  M.  (Goodbed)  Schauweker,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
about  1803,  in  Wittenberg,  and  the  latter  in 
1 8 1 2 , in  the  same  town.  They  were  married  in 
Richland  county,  and  settled  for  awhile  in  Co- 
lumbiana county,  later  moving  to  Crawl. .ud  - uni- 
ty, in  about  1S52,  where  the  mother  died,  when 
our  subject  wascight  years  old.  The  father  died 
in  1879,  at  about  the  age  of  seventy-six  vears. 
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The}'  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  An- 

drew, a farmer  in  Portage  township;  A.  J.  ; and  ; 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jerry  Armstrong,  of 
Wyandot  county.  After  the  death  of  his  wife, 
Mr.  Schauweker  married  Miss  Terrece  Peters, 
and  six  children  were  born  to  this  union,  as  fol- 
lows: Herman,  living  in  Wyandot  county;  Lena,  I 

wife  of  J.  Keller,  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio; 
Emma,  who  is  single;  Louise,  who  married  El- 
mer Baliett,  of  Wyandot  county,  Ohio;  William, 
living  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio;  and  Bertha, 
who  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Schauweker  spent  his  youth  in  Crawfdrd 
county,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  i 
He  then  satisfied  his  greatest  desire  in  life  by 
going  to  California,  in  1863,  and  seeing  for  the 
first  time  the  beauties  of  the  Pacific  slope.  There  ■ 
he  located,  in  Yuba  county,  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, remaining  for  a time  and  then  going  to 
Placer  county,  taking  up  farming  for  himself. 
After  staving' there  for  three  years,  he  moved  to 
Santa  Clara  county,  and  teamed  at  Gilroy,  besides 
working  on  a farm.  He  next  spent  one  year  in 
Alaska  and  British  Columbia,  and  another  year 
on  the  Deyoste  river,  mining  and  prospecting. 
He  started  from  California  in  February,  1874,  ' 
reaching  his  final  destination  in  June,  1874,  and 
remained  there  one  season;  then,  returning  to 
California,  farmed  in  Contra  Costa  county  for 
about  six  years.  He  was  on  the  Pacific  slope 
altogether  eighteen  and  a half  years.  He  re- 
turned to  Ohio  in  1882,  and  located  in  Wood 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  sawmilling,  in 
Portage  township.  In  1888  he  entered  the  oil 
business,  and  was  associated  with  various  oil- 
producing  companies,  in  all  of  which  he  was  very 
successful,  and  accumulated  a comfortable  fort- 
une, after  which  he  sold  out  his  interest,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  looking  after  his  farm,  is  at 
present  living  retired  in  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Schauweker  was  married  .April  24,  1883, 
in  Wood  county,  to  Airs.  .Alice  Ricket,  who  was 
born  in  Wood  county,  December  1,  1861.  Four 
children  have  blessed  this  union,  as  follows: 
May,  Orma,  Lloyd,  and  Howard.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. . the  Encampment  of  Whit- 
ney Lodge  in  Portage,  and  the  camp  in  Bowling 
Green.  He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  county,  and  has  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Alex.  S.  Brown.  It  is  quite  interesting  to 
observe,  in  noting  the  various  members  of  a 
community,  how  they  gathered  together  from 
different  States  and  localities,  and  how  well  they 
usually  combine  to  form  .ui  intelligent  and  pros- 


perous community.  The  subject  of  this  history 
is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Allen  town- 
ship, Cumberland  county,  November  25,  1841. 
He  is  the  offspring  of  James  R.  and  Susanna 
(Searight)  Brown,  who  in,  1852,  removed  to  Har- 
risville  township,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they 
rented  land  for  two  years.  On  August  24,  1855, 
they . located  in  Section  31,  Perry  township. 
Wood  county,  their  home  being  a log  cabin. 
18x20  feet,  and  wild  game  was  still  to  be  found 
in  abundance  in  this  then  frontier  region.  Here 
the  parents  both  departed  this  life,  the  father  at 
the  age  of  eighty,  and  the  mother  when  over 
seventy-six  years,  and  their  remains  were  interred 
in  Fostoria. cemetery.  At  the  time  of  their  deaths 
they  were  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  though  they  had  formerly  been  Method- 
ists, and  in  politics,  the  father  was  a stalwart 
Democrat.  Our  subject's  only  brother,  James 
Af.  Brown,  is  at  present  a ranchman  of  Custer 
county,  Afontana. 

Since  the  early  days  when  Afr.  Brown,  of  this 
review,  attended  the  district  school,  he  has  seen 
great  improvements  in  those  institutions,  which 
he  thoroughly  endorses.  Like  most  farmer  boys 
he  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry,  and  when 
the  family  located  on  the  160  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Wood  county,  which  the  father  had  purchased, 
he  secured  work  from  neighbors  in  order  to  earn 
the  money  for  the  support  of  the  family. 

In  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  in  1S66,  Mr. 
Brown  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  .Miss  Rebecca 
Crawford,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  James  E., 
born  January  14,  1867,  and  on  the  death  of  the 
mother  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  Cannonsburg,  Han- 
cock county.  He  was  again  married  in  1870, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Aliss  Alargaret  Liv- 
ingston, a native  of  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  born  Jan- 
uary 23,  1843,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas' and 
Rachel  (Reed)  Livingston.  The  father  was  a 
drayman,  and  was  killed,  in  1847,  by  the  caving 
in  of  a sand  bank,  which  caused  him  to  fall  upon 
a pick.  When  eighteen  years  ofageAfrs.  Brown 
came  to  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  lived  with  an  aunt. 
Airs.  Alary  Ferguson,  the  wife  of  William  H.  Fer- 
guson, until  her  marriage.  The  family  now  in- 
cludes six  children  born  of  the  second  union— 
William  H.,  an  oil-well-driller,  of  Perrv  town 
shi|i,  born  January  17.  1872;  Jessie  Ah.  born 

May  4,  1873:  Milo  Ah,  a bicycle  rider,  born  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1877:  Raymond  L. , born  September  10. 
1880;  Frank  S.,  born  August  16,  1882;  and  Carl 
W.,  born  January  25,  1886. 

From  its  primitive  condition.  Air.  Broun  has 
transformed  his  land  to  a finelv  cultivated  farm, 
has  made  many  excellent  improvements,  and  is  a 
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business  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  At 
nne  time  he  owned  a half  interest  in  a sawmill 
upon  his  farm,  and  was  agent  for  farming  im- 
plements and  wind  pumps,  which  added  mate- 
rially to  his  income.  He  now  has  156  acres  of 
arable  land,  which  he  is  operating  very  success- 
fully. Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  has  served  as 
school  director  of  District  No.  9,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent trustee  of  his  township,  while  religiously,  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Radical  United 
Brethren  Church  of  Bloomdale,  of  which  he  has 
been  steward  and  is  now  a trustee. 

Henry  \Y.  Lehr,  a hardware  merchant  of 
Dowling,  and  agent  for  the  Lehr  Manufacturing 
Company,  is  a native  of  Michigan,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Monroe  county,  that  State,  March 
28,  1857.  His  father,  John  Lehr,  was  a native 
of  Germany,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home.  On  coming  to 
America  he  located  in  the  Wolverine  State,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  until  his  death  in  1S92. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  C.  Fos- 
ter, and  was  called  to  the  home  beyond  in  1890. 
Their  family  numbered  nine  children — Joseph; 
Adam,  a resident  of  Monroe,  Mich. ; Peter;  John 
F.,  a miner  of  Mexico;  Frances,  wife  of  Ludwig 
Lay;  Henry;  Mary,  wife  of  C.  Billmaier;  Lizzie, 
who  is  keeping  house  for  our  subject;  and  Trissie, 
deceased. 

Henry  W.  Lehr  early  became  familiar  with 
farm  work  on  the  old  homestead,  and  he  pursued 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Monroe 
county,  Michigan.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left 
home  and  went  to  Fremont,  where  for  three  years 
he  worked  at  the  carriage  trade.  He  then  en- 
tered the  car  shops  in  Norwalk  and  Cambridge, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  for  two  years  as 
car  repairer,  after  which  he  spent  five  years  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  as  a bridge  builder 
on  the  Lake  Erie  & Western  railroad.  In  1892 
he  came  to  Dowling,  and  established  the  first 
hardware  store  in  this  place.  He  has  since  built 
up  a good  business,  securing  a good  trade  from 
the  town  and  surrounding  country.  He  is  also 
agent  for  P.  P.  Mast  & Co.,  the  Lehr  Manufact- 
uring Company,  the  Plano  Co.,  and  I).  M.  Os- 
borne, manufacturers  of  farm  implements,  and  the 
patronage  which  he  receives  in  this  department 
of  his  business  also  adds  considerable  to  his  in- 
come. He  manufactures  and  sells  the  Lehr  wag- 
ons, and  does  all  kinds  of  repair  work,  and  a good 
business,  secured  through  his  capable  manage- 
ment and  enterprise,  has  brought  to  him  a com- 
fortable competence.  He  is  known  far  and  wide 
as  a successful  merchant  and  wagon  maker,  and 


his  high  reputation  in  business  circles  is  most  en- 
viable. After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Lehr 
i spent  a year  traveling  through  the  South  and 
Southwest — Tennessee,  Mississippi.  Louisiana, 
j Missouri,  Texas,  Arkansas  and  Iowa — and,  in  the 
last  three  States  mentioned,  was  employed  for  a 
1 time. 

On  September  1 8,  1878,  Mr.  Lehr  wedded 
| Maggie  Madigan,  a native  of  Toronto,  Canada, 
j who  died  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  1883,  leaving  two 
j children— John  O.,  born  April  19,  1S79,  is  in  the 
jewelry  business  at  Toledo;  and  Ella  May,  born 
1 March  17,  1882,  is  attending  school  at  Fremont. 

; Mr.  Lehr  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  He  holds 
1 membership  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of 
! Perrysburg. 

Chris  Shearer,  a retired  farmer  of  Bowling 
Green,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  June  2, 
1833,  a son  of  Henry  and  Wilhelmina  (Might 
i Shearer.  The  father  was  born  in  Bavaria  in 
1794,  and  came  to  America  in  1856,  settling  in 
I Crawford  county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1S77, 
his  wife  having  departed  this  life  in  Germany. 
Their  children  were  eight  in  number,  of  whom 
: the  youngest  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were 
Mary,  who  died  in  Germany;  Daniel,  who  still 
lives  in  the  old  country;  Nicholas,  residing  in 
Crawford  county,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
Germany;  Henry,  living  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio; 
Jacob,  who  died  in  Indiana;  and  Chris,  our 
subject. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  youth  in 
attending  school,  and  working  on  a farm  in  his 
native  country.  In  1 852  he  emigrated  to  America, 
landing  at  New  York  City,  whence  he  came  to 
Ohio  and  settled  in  Crawford  county.  The  story 
of  his  subsequent  life  is  one  which  could  hardly 
be  told  of  the  resident  of  any  other  country  than 
the  United  States,  where  pluck  and  energy,  with 
| a good  supply  of  common  sense,  are  the  best 
stepping  stones  to  fortune.  When  the  young 
j emigrant  reached  New  York,  one  dollar  repre- 
sented his  entire  capital,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
borrow  money  from  a companion  to  take  him  to 
Ohio.  He  could  not  speak  a word  ot  English, 
yet  heat  once  undertook  to  learn  the  carpenter  s 
| trade,  and  soon  was  able  to  earn  a living.  His 
next  step  was  equally  as  enterprising  and  success- 
ful, being  his  marriage  to  a bright  American  girl. 
i Miss  Catharine  Brillheart,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  June  16,  1836. 

In  1862  Mr.  Shearer  came  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and  also  carried  on 
farming.  He  first  purchased  a farm  on  1 on- 
i togany  creek,  in  Washington  township,  on  which 
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he  lived  until  1S70,  then  buying  a place  in  Plain 
township.  This  he  cultivated  until  in  October, 
1893,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Bowling 
Green,  where  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
spending  their  declining  years,  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
their  labor.  Mr.  Shearer  owns  210  acres  of  pro- 
ductive land,  and  during  his  busy  and  successful 
life  has  accumulated  a comfortable  fortune.  He 
belongs  to  that  class  of  sturdy  Germans  who  be- 
come many  of  our  best  citizens,  and  by  whose 
industry  and  thrift  our  country  grows  richer  and 
stronger.  Mr.  Shearer  and  his  wife  reared  a 
large  family  of  children,  whom  they  trained  in 
habits  of  diligence  and  economy,  and  who  have 
proved  worthy.  The  following  is  the  record: 
Laura  Ann,  born  October  9,  1857,  married  Rev. 
Charles  Shear  (they  reside  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  and 
have  one  child — Marie);  John,  born  April  3, 
1859,  married  Phcebe  Haramon,  and  they  have 
one  child — Howard;  Frank,  born  January  18, 
1861,  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Colorado;  Philip, 
born  December  16,  1862,  married  Genevieve 
Hearn,  and  resides  in  Texas  (they  have  one  child 
—Leslie);  Mary,  born  April  3,  1865,  became  the 
wife  of  John  Richard,  and  died  June  24,  1881, 
leaving  two  children — Claude  and  Evalena; 
Oliver,  born  October  21,  1867,  married  May 
Hopkins,  and  they  have  two  children — Guy  and 
Ralph;  Chris,  born  March  21,  1870,  married 

Iva  Irvin,  and  lives  at  Weston;  Albert,  born 
March  20,  1S72,  married  Edna  Himes;  Jennie 
M.,  born  October  9,  1S75,  died  June  25,  1S96; 
and  Coral,  born  December  16,  1 87 S . 

In  politics  Mr.  Shearer  is  a Republican,  and  in 
religious  faith  is  a Baptist.  He  is  highly  respected 
by  all  who  know  him,  and  fills  an  honored  place 
in  the  community. 

George  Browneller,  one  of  the  leading  ag- 
riculturists of  Bloom  township,  and  a veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the 
county,  whose  untiring  efforts  to  transform  their 
once  unproductive  acres  into  fertile  farms  have 
made  this  region  a beautiful  garden  spot.  He 
was  born  November  21,  1842,  in  Perry  township, 
Fayette  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  Browneller,  his  father,  was  born  east 
of  the  mountains  in  that  State,  but  settled,  in 
early  manhood,  in  Fayette  county,  and  married 
Miss  Sarah  Slotterback,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children:  Lucinda,  who  married  Elliott  Porter, 

and  lives  near  the  old  homestead;  Frederick,  a 
retired  farmer,  living  in  Findlay;  David,  a wealthy 
carpenter,  of  Fayette  county,  Penn.  , Mary,  the 
widow  of  Jacob  Harris,  residing  near  Flushing, 


Ohio;  George,  our  subject;  Rebecca,  Mrs.  Porter 
Haggerty,  of  Hancock  county;  and  Albert,  a 
farmer  of  near  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  Our  subject's 
father  was  a farmer,  and  accumulated  a fine  prop- 
erty from  a meager  start  in  life.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocrat before  the  war,  but  became  a Republican 
when  the  issues  of  that  time  were  forced  to  the 
front;  in  his  later  years,  however,  he  showed  his 
sympathy  with  the  temperance  movement  by 
voting  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  was  a 
regular  and  conscientious  voter,  but  took  no  other 
part  in  political  work.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  prominent  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
They  lived  to  a good  old  age,  the  mother  dying 
in  October,  1894,  when  eighty-four  years  old,  and 
the  father  in  August  following,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six,  and  both  w'ere  buried  at  East  Salem 
church,  near  their  old  home. 

George  Browneller  spent  his  boyhood  days 
mainly  in  farm  work.  He  attended  school  three 
months  in  the  year,  and  acquired  a good  element- 
ary education,  and  he  is  now  a hearty  advocate 
of  the  best  opportunities  which  can  be  given  to 
the  rising  generation.  When  seventeen  he  began 
to  learn  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  worked  at 
same  until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  G. 

1 6th  Penn.  Cav.  He  served  seven  months  and 
was  discharged;  but  later  enlisted  in  Battery  C. 
2nd  Penn.  Heavv  Art.,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  taking  part  in  the  operations  around 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.  He  was  detailed  to 
carry  messages  most  of  this  time.  In  April. 
1S65,  he  was  discharged,  being  in  the  hospital  at 
the  time.  He  returned  home,  and  remained  until 
the  spring  of  18 66,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
county  on  a visit,  and,  the  country  pleasing  him. 
he  concluded  to  make  his  home  here.  He  hauied 
wood  for  Mr.  Vickers,  of  Toledo,  for  one  year, 
and  later  for  E.  J.  Rosendale  and  Alva  French, 
of  Bloom  township.  In  1 867  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Caroline  Rosendale,  a native  of  Lorain 
county,  and  a daughter  of  William  Rosendale,  a 
leading  citizen  of  Bloom  township.  She  died  in 
1873,  leaving  two  children:  Sarah  Jane,  now 

Mrs.  Charles  Wineland,  of  Center  township, 
and  Charles  M.,  a farmer  of  Webster  township 
Mr.  Browneller  was  married,  the  second  time, 
on  January  2 1,  1874,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  (Ziegler  \\  a. 
ley,  the  widow  of  Alexander  Walley,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Sarah  E.  (Fulmer)  Ziegler,  win 
came  to  Bloom  township,  in  1 S 5 2 , from  \shlan  1 
county,  where  she  was  born,  June  17.  1844 
She  had  one  child  by  her  first  marriage— John  H 
Walley,  a farmer  in  Jackson  township,  Paulding 
county.  Four  children  were  born  of  the  >econd 
union:  Tulley  lives  at  home,  and  is  married  to 
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Miss  Nellie  B.  Stecker,  of  Cass  township,  Han- 
cock count)”,  George  died  in  infancy;  Flossie  died 
at  four  years  of  age,  and  Daisy  F.  is  at  home. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Browneller  lived 
a short  time  in  Eagleville,  and  then  bought  sixty- 
four  acres  of  land  in  Perry  township,  for  which 
he  went  heavily  in  debt.  The  land  was  partly 
improved,  but  he  was  obliged  to  work  hard  to 
bring  it  into  satisfactory  condition.  In  the  spring 
of  1877  he  sold  it,  and  bought  eighty  acres  in 
Section  36,  Bloom  township,  again  incurring  a 
debt.  Thirty  acres  were  cleared,  but  little  ditch- 
ing had  been  done,  and  Mr.  Browneller  had 
many  years  of  hard  work  to  make  his  present 
valuable  farm,  which  now  includes.  120  acres  in 
fine  cultivation.  A log  house  and  barn  stood  on 
the  place,  and  these  they  used  for  a time;  but  a 
new  house  was  built  in  1 S 7 S , and  a barn  in  1S79. 
In  addition  to  the  farm  near  Bloomdale,  he  owns 
forty  acres  in  Center  township,  and  at  one  time 
he  possessed  240  acres,  but  he  had  given  eighty 
acres  to  his  children.  He  is  a reliable  man, 
good-hearted,  and  ready  to  help  forward  any 
worthy  pleasure;  his  wife,  who  has  been  to  him 
a most  efficient  helper,  is  an  active  member 
of  the  M E.  Church  Mr  Browneller  is  a char- 
ter member  of  Urie  Post  No.  1 10,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Bloomdale. 

Amos  M.  Neifer,  a prominent  produce  dealer 
of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Paradise  town- 
ship, Lancaster  Co.,  Penn.,  November  17,  1844, 
and  is  of  German  descent  on  his  father’s  side. 

Isaac  Neifer,  his  grandfather,  emigrated  from 
the  Fatherland  in  1S05,  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Miller,  after  his  arri- 
val, and  later  they  settled  at  Wolcottville,  Ind. , 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
They  had  twelve  children:  Isaac  (2)  (our  sub- 

ject’s father;,  Barbara,  Catherine,  Margaret, 
Abraham,  Jacob,  Christanna,  Samuel . Julieann, 
Susan,  Amos  and  Harriet.  Isaac  Neifer  (2)  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  July  29,  1813.  He  mar- 
ried Harriet  Oberlv,  a native  of  the  same  State, 
born  May  16,  1821,  a daughter  of  Adam  Oberlv; 
who  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  Feb- 
ruary 28,  [788.  He  was  married,  in  1800,  to 
Catherine  Myers,  also  a native  of  Lancaster 
county,  Penn.,  born  July  6.  17SS,  and  twelve 

children  were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Elizabeth, 

John,  Isaac,  Catharine,  Daniel,  Samuel,  Mar- 
garet, Liddie,  Sarah,  Levi,  Harriet  (subject’s 
mother;,  and  Adam.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Neifer 
came  to  Wood  county  in  1847,  and  located  in 
the  then  unbroken  forest,  one  mile  south  of  Wes- 
ton. They  secured  120  acres  of  land,  to  which 


j they  afterward  added  forty  acres  in  the  same  sec- 
tion, being  Section  3,  Township  4,  Range  9.  in 
Milton  township.  Their  implements  for  clearing 
' and  cultivating  the  farm  were  of  a decidedly 
primitive  sort;  all  the  logging  was  done  by  hand, 
and  for  breaking  the  soil  an  old-fashioned  shovel 
plow  was  used,  with  a cutter  and  oxen.  The 
boyhood  of  our  subject,  and  his  brothers,  was 
mainly  spent  in  cutting  and  rolling  logs,  with  but 
a short  attendance  at  the  neighboring  district 
school.  His  father  was  a Whig  previous  to  the 
war,  and  then  a Republican  until  the  Hayes  and 
| Tilden  contest,  after  which  he  became  a Green- 
backer.  and  later  an  adherent  of  the  People's 
j Party.  He  and  his  wife,  who  is  stili  living  on 
the  old  farm,  united  with  the  M.  E.  Church 
many  years  ago,  and  he  died  in  that  faith  on 
j May  17,  1S92.  They  had  six  children:  Cath- 

erine, who  died  in  infancy;  Adam  O.,  residing 
at  the  homestead ; John  M. , who  did  gallant  serv- 
| ice  for  three  years  during  the  Civil  war,  in  the 
ioth  Company  of  Sharpshooters,  attached  to  the 
60th  O.  V.  I.;  Amos  M. , our  subject;  Sarah  E.. 
who  died  in  childhood;  and  Isaac  Newton,  now  a 
leading  produce  merchant  at  Weston. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  our  subject  left  the 
| farm  and  learned  telegraphv,  and  for  several 
1 years  was  employed  as  an  operator  on  the  D.  M 
: M.  S.  R.  R.  Not  finding  this  congenial,  he  tried 
J several  other  occupations,  and  for  a time  was 
“on  the  road,”  first  as  salesman  for  a cigar  man- 
! ufacturer,  and  later  as  a buyer  for  a poultry 
j dealer.  He  was  remarkably  successful  in  these 
' ventures,  and  soon  began  trading  on  commission 
for  himself  in  grain  and  other  produce,  but  now 
deals  mainly  in  poultry.  He  was  married  in 
1866  to  Miss  Flora  Bassett,  a native  of  Wood 
county.  Of  their  four  daughters,  the  eldest. 
Emma  B.,  married  Russell  Angel,  of  Weston, 
and  has  two  children — Harry,  and  Fern;  the 
second  daughter,  Hattie  H.,  married  Charles 
Strong,  of  Seville,  Ohio,  and  they  now  live  at 
Pemberville,  Ohio;  Minnie,  died  in  childhood; 
the  youngest,  Lulu,  is  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Neifer  is  a man  of  varied  talents,  and  an 
original  and  independent  thinker.  He  takes 
great  interest  in  politics,  making  close  Stud)  ot 
the  issues  of  the  time.  Until  the  administration 
of  Hayes  he  was  a Republican,  then,  after  cham- 
pioning the  Greenback  cause  for  some  years,  lie 
became  a supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Peo- 
ple’s Party.  Through  these  changes  he  has  been 
led  bv  one  consistent  hope,  that  of  securing  to 
the  common  people  of  our  land,  the  freedom  and 
the  prosperity  that  should  be  the  heritage  of  ,b! 
He  is  an  earnest  and  impressive  speaker  upon 
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his  favorite  topics,  and  his  well-stored  memory 
gives  him  a ready  command  of  facts  in  our  polit- 
ical and  financial  history,  which  causes  the  aver- 
age politician  to  dread  to  meet  him  in  debate. 
He  has  held  numerous  offices;  those  of  postmaster 
in  W eston,  while  a mere  youth,  member  of  the 
city  council  of  Bowling  Green,  acting  chief  of 
police  on  several  occasions,  and  deputy  U.  S. 
marshal,  being  among  them. 

B.  B.  Rockwell,  merchant  miller  and  oil 
operator  of  North  Baltimore,  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  popular  and  influential  of  the  younger 
element  of  business  men  in  the  city.  His  birth 
occurred  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  October  24,  1866. 

P.  V.  Rockwell,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, came  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  before  his  mar- 
riage, and  settled  in  Holmes  county,  wffiere  he 
married  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Freeman,  who  was  born 
in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  in  1813,  and  died  in 
Holmes  county,  in  1883.  They  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  he  was  deputy  sheriff 
of  Holmes  county  for  several  years,  and  also 
taught  school  there.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. He  died  August  15,  1S80,  in  North  Balti- 
more. Twelve  children  were  born  to  this  couple, 
ten  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  The  great-grand- 
father, Jeremiah  Rockwell,  died  in  Holmes  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  He  was  of  Puritan  stock,  his  ancestors 
being  among  those  who  landed  at  Plymouth 
Rock. 

G.  G.  Rockwell,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  whence  he  went 
to  Ashland  county,  and  then  to  Holmes  county. 
He  received  a common-school  education,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a miller.  At  the  solicitation 
of  his  son  he  came  to  North  Baltimore,  in  18S0, 
and  purchased  what  is  now  the  North  Baltimore 
Rolling  Mills.  He  has  since  completely  remod- 
eled it  from  the  old-fashioned  flouring-mill  with 
its  old-time  millstones  to  its  present  condition, 
with  an  entire  outfit  of  modern  machinery,  and  a 
capacity  for  grinding  100  barrels  of  flour  daily. 
It  is  the  pioneer  mill  of  the  town,  being  built  in 
1874,  by  Dr.  Eaton.  Mr.  Rockwell  buys  and 
ships  grain  and  flour,  and  sells  all  kinds  of  feed 
and  coal.  He  was  married  December  31,  i860, 
to  Miss  Hannah  Cromley,  who  was  born  in  Find- 
lay, Ohio,  July  16,  1844,  and  they  have  three 
children:  B.  B.  our  subject;  Charles  J.,  book- 

keeper in  the  First  National  Bank  of  North  Bal- 
timore; and  Fred  IT,  who  lives  at  home. 

Our  subject  grew  up  in  Findlay,  Ohm.  and 
went  to  school  there;  he  learned  telegraph}',  but 
made  no  practical  use  of  it.  He  induced  his  fa- 
ther to  move  to  North  Baltimore  and  go  into  the 


milling  business.  To  this  he  applied  all  his 
energy,  and  by  his  perseverance  and  enterprise 
made  himself  popular  among  all  classes  of  peo- 
ple. He  was  president  of  the  S.  F.  A.  in  1895. 
For  the  last  year  and  a half  he  has  been  engaged 
in  operating  oil  wells. 

He  was  married  Dec.  8,  1890,  to  Julia  Martin, 
who  was  born  May  22,  1870,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Nellie  G. , born  November  18,  1891.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  the  nominee 
of  his  party  in  1S96  for  sheriff  of  Wood  county, 
and  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket;  but,  as  the  county  is 
Republican  by  a large  majority,  he  was  not 
elected. 

John  G.  Watts,  a resident  of  Haskins,  Mid- 
dleton township,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
successful  business  men  of  Wrood  county,  was 
born  November  23,  1854,  in  Somersetshire,  Eng- 
land, where  his  ancestors  on  both  sides  had  re- 
sided for  many  generations.  His  parents.  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Hayrnes)  Watts,  were  both  born  there. 

Joseph  Watts,  his  father,  started  in  life  as  a 
day  laborer,  and  in  1856  came  to  Ohio,  spending 
a few  years  in  Cuyahoga  county,  also  at  Clyde, 
Sandusky  county,  finally  moving  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, in  1864  locating  at  the  present  site  of  Has- 
kins. At  that  time  there  were  but  few  houses 
there;  but,  seeing  the  fine  opportunities  for  the 
lumber  business,  he  bought  a sawmill,  and  event- 
ually established  a large  trade.  He  kept  abreast 
of  the  tide  of  progress,  which,  indeed,  his  own  en- 
ergy did  much  to  strengthen,  and  he  will  always 
be  remembered  as  a leader  among  the  founders  of 
the  town.  In  early  days  he  was  a Republican, 
but  later  a Democrat.  He  died  in  1891,  his  wife 
in  1 888.  Of  their  seven  children,  five  grew  to  ma- 
turity, viz. ; Joseph,  a lumberman  at  Penning- 
ton Gap,  Va. ; Ann,  the  widow  of  John  Slawson. 
of  Haskins;  Alfred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty; John  G.,  our  subject;  and  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Henry  Brooks,  of  Haskins. 

John  G.  Watts,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  acquired  his  early  education  mainly  in  an 
old  log  school  house  near  Haskins.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  became  of  valuable  assistance  to  his  fa- 
ther, for  whom  he  worked  until  he  was  twenty- 
six  years  old,  when  he  bought  the  Haskins  saw- 
mill from  him.  In  iSSi  he  purchased  the  Has- 
kins gristmill,  and  combined  the  two.  to  which 
he  has  since  added  a feed-mill  and  a large  plan- 
ing-rnill  and  lumber  yard.  He  also  engaged  in 
the  grain  business,  and  is  now  the  principal  buyer 
and  shipper  in  his  vicinity  In  addition  t<  thc-i 
he  conducts  a farm  of  1 20  acres,  and  is  interested 
in  some  oil  wells.  He  was  among  the  first  to  do- 
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velop  the  oil  industry  in  his  section  of  the  coun-  1 
tv,  and  to  his  personal  energy  much  is  due  in 
this  line,  as  in  other  lines  of  enterprise.  In  his  i 
business  interests  he  gives  employment  in.  all  to  j 
a large  number  of  hands. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Watts  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
Hogland,  a native  of  Haskins,  born  March  12, 
1857,  one  of  the  ten  children  of  john  and  Arri- 
etta  Hogland,  highly  respected  farming  people, 
who  were  of  New  Jersey  birth,  in  which  State 
they  were  married,  about  1840,  moving  to  Butler 
county,  Ohio.  There  they  remained  some  eight 
years,  and  then  came  to  Haskins,  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  Mr.  Hog- 
land  dying  in  March,  1874,  his  wife  in  June,  1 892. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watts  have  two  children:  Charles, 
born  August  8,  1878,  and  Ross,  born  July  19, 
1885.  Mrs.  Watts  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  while  Mr.  Watts  is  a liberal  supporter  of 
both  Church  and  school.  He  is  justly  classed 
among  the  solid,  well-to-do  men  of  Middleton 
township,  a leader  in  all  measures  tending  to  the 
prosperity  and  improvement  of  the  county  at 
large.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  in  voting  he  is  not  influenced  by 
political  ties.  He  has  no  time  for  office,  although 
fie  has  served  in  the  council.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  a member  of  Tontogany  Lodge. 

A.  B.  Goodyear.  The  name  of  this  gentle- 
man is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
Bloomdale,  and  the  surrounding  country,  where 
he  is  prosperously  engaged  in  the  blacksmithing 
and  plumbing  business.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Southampton  township,  Franklin  Co.,  Penn., 
September  24,  1856,  and  he  is  a son  of  Conrad 
and  Elizabeth  (Hasfield)  Goodyear.  In  the  fam- 
ily were  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  the  Keystone  State;  but  the  fa- 
ther, who  is  a shoemaker  by  trade,  now  finds  a 
pleasant  home  with  our  subject. 

A.  B.  Goodyear  is  the  third  son  and  sixth 
child  in  the  family.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  he  began  learning  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  at  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
two  and  a half  years.  He  was  then  employed  in 
bis  native  State  until  the  fall  of  1876.  when  he 
came  to  Bloomdale,  working  for  Jesse  Andres?, 
and  later  for  John  Hyter.  When  the  blacksmith- 
ingbusiness  was  dull,  he  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a year  and  a halt. 

In  1886  he  opened  a blacksmith  shop  on  Walnut 
street,  conducting  same  until  the  fall  of  1804,  i 


when  he  removed  to  his  new  building  in  the  Lin- 
hart  addition,  where  he  also  has  a plumbing  es- 
tablishment, he  having  embarked  in  the  latter 
business  in  1 887. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote  Mr.  Goodyear  has 
ever  supported  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
served  two  terms  as  a member  of  the  city  council. 
Socially  he  is-  a member  of  Bloomdale  Lodge  No. 
27S,  K.  of  P.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association  of  Bloomdale,  and  also 
in  the  Bloomdale  Creamery.  He  is  a straight- 
forward business  man,  enterprising  and  progress- 
ive. On  his  arrival  in  Bloomdale  he  was  but  a 
laborer  in  search  of  employment;  but  by  perse- 
verance and  ceaseless  activity  he  has  secured  a 
j liberal  patronage,  and  won  the  confidence  of  all 
: with  whom  he  has  had  business  or  social  dealings. 

Besides  his  shop  he  also  owns  a pleasant  home, 

’ where  he  and  his  father  reside,  the  latter,  who 
came  here  in  1S86,  having  reached  the  ripe  old 
j age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Joseph  FIorn,  a prominent  retired  agricult- 
j urist  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Blanchard 
township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  March  6,  1847, 
the  son  of  Christopher  Horn.  His  mother  died 
j when  he  was  only  six  months  old,  and  his  father, 
a year  and  a half  later,  leaving  him  to  the  kindly 
! care  of  a neighboring  farmer,  Mr.  John  Dukes, 

! with  whom  he  lived  until  his  marriage.  He  en- 
joyed the  usual  educational  advantages  furnished 
in  the  country  schools,  and  worked  upon  the  farm 
until  the  age  of  twenty-six,  when  he  married  his 
first  wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  Wood,  and  settled  in 
Milton  township,  Wood  county,  upon  a farm  of 
eighty  acres,  a gift  from  his  foster-father.  His 
wife  was  a native  of  Hancock  county,  born  near 
Findlay  in  1852.  She  died  February  9.  1877, 
leaving  one  child,  J.  E. , born  September  2 1 , 1876, 
now  a clerk  in  a store  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio. 

On  October  4,  1877,  Mr.  Horn  was  married 
to  Mrs.  E.  M.  W.  McMahan,  who  was  born  in 
England  December  8,  1848,  and  came  with  her 
parents  to  this  country  when  she  was  four  years 
old.  By  her  first  union,  with  George  M.  McMa- 
han, she  has  one  daughter,  Luella  C. , now  Mrs. 
Lashuay,  of  Liberty  township,  this  county.  One 
daughter  was  born  of  the  second  marriage,  Can- 
; dace  L.,  who  is  at  home. 

In  1891  Mr.  Horn  moved  to  Bowling  Green. 
Subsequently  he  sold  his  farm  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, on  which  he  had  resided  before  coming  to 
Bowling  Green,  and  bought  a farm  near  that  city, 
on  which  oil  was  found  later  m paying  qu  mtities, 
and  he  has  since  disposed  of  it  to  good  advantage 
by  sale  and  lease,  investing  the  proceeds  in  real 


*<• 


■: 

_ 

■ 

' 


. 

■ 

. 

. 

■ 

. 


1146 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


estate  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he  has  resided 
since  1891.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Church 
of  Christ,  in  which  he  has  held  positions  of  honor 
and  usefulness.  He  was  the  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  at  Bethel  Church  for  three 
years,  and  State  delegate  to  the  International  ! 
Sunday-school  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  June, 
1893.  Mr.  Horn  has  voted  the  Prohibition  ticket 
of  late  years,  but  he  was  formerly  a Republican;  I 
socially  he  is  a member  of  the  I\.  O.  T.  M.,  is 
also  a member  of  the  A T.  U. 

Edgar  Knodle  is  at  present  a general  mer- 
chant of  Bairdstown,  where  he  is  also  serving  as 
agent  for  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad  and  the 
United  States  Express  Company.  His  father,  | 
Rev.  Hiram  Knodle,  was  born  in  November, 
1S29,  at  Fairplay,  Md.,  where  his  schooldays 
were  pissed,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ 
of  his  father,  who  owned  a general  merchandise 
store  and  shoe  factory,  having  under  him  about 
ten  men.  Slavery  prevailed  in  the  community  at 
that  time.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  entered 
a Lutheran  University  near  Hagerstown,  Md., 
and  after  his  graduation  began  the  work  of  the 
ministry  at  Hancock,  that  State,  where  he  re- 
mained for  seventeen  years,  during  which  time 
his  father  died  and  he  was  left  a good  legacy. 
At  that  place  he  was  married,  and  by  the  union 
had  two  children— Mattie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years;  and  Freeland,  a resident  of 
Sharpsburg,  Md.  In  1856  his  wife  died,  and  he 
later  married  Susan  Mason,  of  Indian  Springs, 
Md.  Of  the  three  children  born  of  this  union 
two  reached  adult  age — Jeremiah  Mason,  who  j 
for  the  past  two  years  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Minster  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Min-  | 
ster,  Ohio;  and  Edgar. 

The  last  named  was  born  at  Moresville,  Md. , 
July  ‘23,  1865,  and  was  only  two  years  of  age  j 
when  his  mother  died.  At  the  age  of  five  years 
he  entered  the  schools  of  Clear  Spring,  that 
State,  which  he  attended  for  two  years,  his  first 
teacher  being  Miss  Lizzie  Gardner,  and  as  his 
father  removed  to  Little  Cove,  Penn.,  a distance  1 
of  eighteen  miles,  he  there  continued  his  studies 
for  the  following  two  years.  The  family  then 
became  residents  of  Mercersburg,  Franklin 
Co.,  Penn.,  eighteen  miles  from  Chainbersburg,  j 
where  the  father  was  foreman  of  several  mills  1 
engaged  in  taking  out  ship  timber  and  tan  j 
bark.  The  education  of  our  subject  was  com- 
pleted at  Convey,  Ohio,  where  his  lather  was 
then  preaching,  and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
went  to  Middle  Point,  Ohio,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed at  $1  per  day  in  the  stave-jointing  busi- 


ness. Being  offered  an  increase  in  salary,  he 
went  to  Belmore,  where  he  gradually  worked  his 
way  upward,  and  received  a recommendation 
from  his  employer,  George  Marsh,  to  a position  as 
foreman  of  a factory  at  Danville,  Tenn.  He 
held  that  position  until  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  go  to  the  mountains  to  recuperate;  but  as 
he  seemed  to  derive  no  benefit  therefrom,  he  re- 
turned North,  and  for  a time  worked  at  his  trade 
at  Belmore,  Hectar  and  Elm  Center,  Ohio,  re- 
ceiving from  $3  to  $3.50  per  day.  Inheriting 
some  money  from  his  mother,  which  property 
had  been  in  the  Orphans  Court  at  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  for  twenty  years,  he  went  to  Nevada,  Ohio, 
where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  as  a watch- 
maker in  his  father’s  store,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  years  he  started  a jewelry  store  at  New 
Riegle,  Ohio.  Being  called  to  the  aid  of  his 
father,  he  returned,  after  a few  months,  to  Ne- 
vada, where,  for  about  a year,  the  firm  of  Knodle 
& Son  existed.  The  father  then  resigned  the 
ministry,  and  took  complete  charge  of  the  store. 
After  a few  months  then  spent  at  New  Riegle. 
Mr.  Knodle  came  to  Bairdstown,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  to  his  stock  of  jewelry  he  ad- 
ded general  merchandise.  In  August,  1890,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster,  which  office  he  re- 
signed to  Frank  H.  Crawford  in  January,  1S94. 
and  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  his  present 
occupations. 

On  November  24,  1892,  Mr.  Knodle  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hester  Esteila 
Weaver,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children 
— Carl  E.  and  Helen  G.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  elected  clerk  of 
the  corporation  by  a handsome  majority.  He  is 
identified  with  Rathbone  Lodge,  K.  of  P..  and  is 
a sincere  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  now  trustee 
Mr.  Knodle  is  a man  of  good  financial  ability  and 
excellent  judgment,  and,  since  becoming  a 
resident  of  Bairdstown,  has  won  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community,  occupying  a lead- 
ing position  among  its  influential  citizens. 

Jonas  Hanely,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  ol 
Wood  county,  located  first  on  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Troy  township.  Here  since  that  time  lie 
has  wisely  continued  to  live,  and  given  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  building  up  of  a homestead, 
apd  judging  from  present  appearances  he  has 
succeeded  in  an  admirable  manner.  FI  is  fine 
farm,  comprising  100  acres,  has  been  placed 
under  a good  state  of  cultivation,  and  he  has 
erected  suitable  buildings  thereon.  He  looked 
upon  this  portion  of  the  county  during  its  earl'. 
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settlement  by  white  men,  and  has  watched  with 
the  deepest  interest  its  development  and  pros- 
perity. 

Lebanon  county,  Penn.,  was  the  early  home 
of  our  subject,  where  he  was  born  in  January, 
1S26,  on  the  farm  of  his  parents,  Michael  and 
Susanna  (Stoner)  Hanely,  also  natives  of  the 
Keystone  State,  and,  in  1S30,  was  brought  to 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  opened  up 
a farm  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness,  and  there 
died.  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  departed  this 
life  in  Defiance  county,  Ohio.  Of  their  children 
we  have  record  of  the  following:  Elias  resides 

in  Lake  township,  Wood  county.  Moses  died  in 
Richland  county,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Catherine  Shriner 
died  in  Troy  township.  Jonas  is  next  in  order 
of  birth.  Andrew  makes  his  home  in  Defiance 
county,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Sally  Gockly,  a widow,  lives 
in  Stark  county. 

On  coming  to  Ohio,  our  subject  was  only 
four  years  old,  and  the  common  schools  of  Stark 
county  afforded  him  his  educational  privileges. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  became  a resident 
of  Troy  township,  where  he  was  married,  in  1855, 
to  Miss  Susanna  Smith,  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  John  and  Eva  Smith, 
who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  removed  to 
Wayne  county,  at  an  early  day,  whence  they  came 
to  Troy  township.  Her  parents  both  died  in 
Wood  county,  the  father  in  Lake  township,  and 
the  mother  in  Troy  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H anely  were  born  six  children,  but  two  are  now 
deceased — Joseph,  who  died  in  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
and  William,  who  died  in  Troy  township.  Those 
living  are  Mrs.  Mary  Ream,  of  Lemoyne,  Ohio; 
Mrs.  Sarah  Crawford,  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio; 
George,  who  is  married,  and  resides  in  Lake 
township;  and  John,  at  home.  Mr.  Hanely  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics 
votes  independently,  not  caring  to  be  bound  by 
party  ties. 

Charles  Coutant,  a son  of  Jasper  and  Phcebe 
(Birdsall)  Coutant,  was  born  in  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  March  28,  1822.  His  father,  who 
was  born  in  1793,  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Cou- 
tant, a farmer.  Jasper  Coutant  also  followed 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  was  the  eldest  of 
nine  children,  and  was  reared  in  Ulster  county, 
N.  Y.  In  that  State  he  married  Miss  Phmbe 
Birdsall,  who  was  born  January  22,  1796.  They 
had  eleven  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Gideon  and  Joseph,  both  of  Greenwich;  Charles, 
the  fifth  child;  Benjamin,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
and  Birdsall  Z.,  of  Bloom  township  The  fa- 
ther lived  for  many  years  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
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he  died  in  February,  1855.  In  1856,  his  widow 
removed  to  Greenwich,  Ohio,  where  her  death 
occurred  May  7,  1896,  at  the  extreme  old  age  of 
one  hundred  years,  three  months  and  sixteen 
days. 

Our  subject’s  educational  privileges  were  very 
limited,  as  his  services  were  much  needed  at 
home.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he  began 
work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1845,  he  removed  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  work- 
ing at  his  trade  in  Greenwich.  He  was  married 
in  Bronson  township,  Huron  county,  April  13, 

| 1S48,  to  Rebecca  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  So- 
| phiasburg,  Canada,  February  iS,  1824,  a daughter 
of  Oliver  and  Eleanor  (King)  Taylor,  the  former 
of  whom  was  for  several  years  a butcher  of  Nor- 
walk, Ohio. 

In  the  fall  of  1845,  Mr.  Coutant  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  36,  Bloom  township,  for  $250.  His 
1 capital  then  consisted  of  but  $1  5,  but  by  working 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  he  succeeded  in  paying 
J for  his  land.  This  necessarily  made  the  improve- 
ment of  his  farm  slow  work.  He  returned  to 
i Huron  county,  where  he  followed  carpentering, 
i and  it  was  not  until  after  his  marriage  that  he 
erected  a building  on  his  place.  The  first  was  a 
| log  cabin,  18x20  feet,  into  which  he  moved  be- 
fore doors  and  windows  had  been  put  in.  There 
i was  wild  game  in  the  forest,  and  it  seemed  that 
the  work  of  civilization  had  hardly  been  begun. 
He  vigorously  prosecuted  his  work,  and  in  the 
{ course  of  time  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing his  first  purchase,  transforming  the  whole 
! into  an  excellent  farm.  His  wife  proved  him  a 
faithful  helpmeet ; before  her  marriage  she  learned 
! to  do  tailoring,  and  by  her  needle  saved  many  a 
dollar  to  the  family. 

The  children  were  all  born  on  the  home  farm, 
and  are  now  all  in  homes  of  their  own.  Jasper 
O.  is  deputy  county  auditor  of  Iowa  county, 
Iowa;  David  B.  is  a farmer  of  Bloom  township; 
Phoebe  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Mary  A. 
is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Smith,  of  Bloom  township; 

I and  George  B.  is  a farmer  of  the  same  locality. 
The  parents  also  reared  an  adopted  daughter. 
Jennie  Pitcher,  who  lived  with  them  from  the  age 
of  three  years  until  her  marriage  with  Foster  Fer- 
guson, of  Perry  township. 

In  politics  Mr.  Coutant  was  originally  a \\  hig, 
but  has  been  a Republican  since  the  organization 
of  that  partv,  and  has  been  tendered  a number  of 
offices,  which  he  has  alwavs  declined.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  a Quaker,  and  his  wife  is  con- 
nected with  the  Liberal  United  Brethren  Church 
, of  Bloomdale. 
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Amos  Hampshire,  a prominent  and  influential 
agriculturist  of  Perry  township,  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  earliest  pioneer  families  of 
Seneca  county,  Ohio.  His  birth  occurred  there 
March  20,  1 849,  and  he  is  a son  of  Adam  and  Mar- 
garet (Shonts)  Hampshire,  the  former  a native  of 
Muskingum  county,  and  the  latter  of  Stark  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  At  an  early  day  the  paternal  grand- 
father, Adam  Hampshire,  removed  to  Seneca 
county,  where  the  parents  .of  our  subject  were 
married,  and  the  father  purchased  the  forty-acre 
farm  of  new  land  in  Loudon  township,  where  our 
subject  was  born.  He  later  moved  to  Jackson 
township,  where  he  resided  for  over  forty  years, 
his  death  there  occurring  at  the  age  of  . seventy-  ; 
two;  but  his  wife  had  passed  way  eighteen  years 
previous,  and  he  had  married  the  second  time. 
By  the  first  union  ten  children  were  born,  three 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  still 
living — -Annie,  Amos,  Lucinda,  Reuben,  Rufus, 
and  Amanda.  In  his  farming  operations  the  fa- 
ther was  very  successful,  leaving  at  his  death  a : 
property  valued  at  $17,000,  all  of  which  had 
been  accumulated  through  his  own  hard  work  and 
good  management.  Though  not  an  aspirant  for 
political  honors,  he  held  several  minor  offices, 
and  ever  discharged  the  duties  with  promptness 
and  fidelity. 

As  Amos  Hampshire  was  the  eldest  son,  there 
was  always  plenty  of  work  for  him  to  do  on  the 
farm,  and  education  was  considered  a secondary 
matter.  Though  his  own  privileges  in  that  direc- 
tion were  limited,  he  is  a great  friend  of  the 
cause  of  education,  and  does  all  in  his  power  for 
its  advancement.  He  remained  upon  the  home 
farm  until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
Perry  township,  November  19,  1S72,  when  Miss  1 
Emma  Strouse  became  his  wife.  A native  of 
Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,,  she  is  a 
daughter  of  George  Strouse,  and,  by  her  marriage, 
she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children — 
Amanda  M.  and  George  A.,  both  of  whom  are 
well-known  young  people  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Hampshire  located  on  his  present  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Section  11,  Perry  township, 
where  he  has  made  many  excellent  improve- 
ments— a good  home  has  replaced  his  first  log  \ 
house,  and,  where  at  present  is  one  of  his  best 
fields,  he  once  cradled  wheat  when  the  water 
covered  the  ground  about  one-half  foot  deep.  It 
was  an  arduous  task,  but  he  succeeded  in  making 
his  place  one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  He  j 
is  a wide-awake,  public-spirited  man,  and  very 
popular  with  all  who  know  him.  Politically  Mr. 
Hampshire  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
has  served  as  constable  in  Perry  township,  and 


for  over  seventeen  years  has  been  school  director 
of  District  No.  7.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Risingsun,  Ohio;  in 
religious  faith,  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church. 

R.  A.  Hughes.  Foremost  among  the  lead- 
ing citizens  and  wide-awake  business  men  of 
Cygnet,  Ohio,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
is  a native  of  Aroostook  county,  Maine,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1853.' 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Alexander  Hughes, 
was  a farmer  of  Maine,  and  died  when  R.  A.  was 
sixteen  years  old,  the  mother  dying  three  years 
later.  - Two  children  were  born  to- this  couple — 
R.  A.  and  Alice,  and,  on  the  death  of  his  parents, 
our  subject  was  left  the  care  of  his  sister,  and  the 
home  farm,  which  he  still  owns.  He  educated 
his  sister,  who  was  five  years  his  junior,  and  she 
is  now  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Siphers,  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

On  August  23,  1S74,  Mr.  Hughes  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lena  Martin,  a native  of 
Aroostook  county.  Two  years  later  he  moved 
to  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields,  locating  at  Grease 
City,  Butler  county,  at  which  time  he  was  only 
a day  laborer.  Later  he  went  to  Belle  Camp, 
McKean  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  opened  a small 
general  store,  which  was  his  first  experience  in 
that  line,  and,  although  his  means  were  limited, 
and  his  stock  small,  he  prospered  in  the  business. 
In  the  fall  of  1880  he  began  to  operate  in  the  oil 
territory;  and  in  August,  1890,  he  moved  to  Cyg- 
net, and  built  a frame  business  office,  which  was 
destroyed  in  the  great  fire.  He  then  erected  his 
present  substantial  brick  block,  one  of  the  best 
in  Cygnet,  in  which  he  conducts  a general  store, 
doing  a leading  mercantile  trade,  in  addition  to 
which  he  is  a member  of  the  Jim  Oil  Company, 
and  of  the  oil  firm  of  Barnurn  & Hughes,  and  has 
individual  holdings  in  the  oil  territory.  He  is  an 
extensive  producer  and  well-known  operator.  In 
1 S94  he  started  in  the  coal  business,  which  he 
conducts  in  connection  with  his  other  enterprises. 
On  January  1,  1 89C,  the  first  electric  light  in 
Cygnet  was  produced  from  the  plant  put  in  by 
Mr  Hughes,  of  which  he  is  sole  owner.  The 
plant  is  a modern  one,  supplied  by  the  Jenny  sys- 
tem, with  a capacity  of  800  volts,  forming  one  of 
the  most  complete  plants,  for  the  size  of  the  town, 
in  Ohio.  This  piece  of  public-spiritedness  has 
been  a great  help  to  the  place. 

Our  subject  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  272. 
F.  & A.  M , at  Butler,  Penn.,  and  of  White 
Swan  Lodge,  K.  of  P. , at  Cygnet.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has  the  interest  ot 
his  party  at  heart,  although  no  office-seeker.  He 
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served  one  term  in  the  city  council,  and  has  been 
chief  of  the  fire  department  since  its  organization. 
Mr.  Hughes  is  an  extensive  real-estate  owner, 
and  has  several  line  houses  in  Cygnet,  of  which 
lie  is  one  of  the  substantial  business  men,  popu- 
lar, admired,  and  respected  by  his  many  friends. 

W.  A.  Esterly,  a well  and  favorably  known 
citizen  of  Portage  township,  is  a son  of  Jacob 
Esterly,  who  was  a farmer  of  that  township  for 
about  twenty  years. 

Jacob  Esterly  was  born  in  September,  1822, 
in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  son  of  Jacob  Esterly. 
Sr. , and  when  seven  years  old  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  the  United  States,  the  family  set- 
tling in  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  They  lived  for  a 
time  in  Columbiana  county,  and  thence  removed 
to  Hancock  county,  near  Mt.  Blanchard,  where 
Jacob  Esterly,  Sr.,  died.  Jacob  Esterly  mar- 
ried Miss  Rhoda  Armantrau,  a native  of  Knox 
county,  Ohio,  whose  mother  died  in  that  county 
when  she  was  but  a girl,  and,  her  father  remarry- 
ing, she  left  home  and  went  to  Elancock  county, 
supporting  herself  until  her  marriage.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children,  viz.  : Henry, 

a carpenter  of  St.  Marv,  Ohio,  and  W.  A., 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  She  died  in  Oc- 
tober, i860,  when  the  latter  was  only  a few 
weeks  old.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  Hancock 
county.  On  October  3 1 , 1861,  Mr.  Esterly  re- 
married, in  Hancock  county,  his  second  wife 
being  Annie  Bowers,  who  was  born  January  27, 
1S39,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Rangeler)  Bowers,  who  settled  in  Big- 
lick  township,  Hancock  county,  when  Annie 
was  but  nine  months  old.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  children:  Mary  (Mrs.  Wesley  Gilson), 

of  Portage  township;  Samuel,  who  died  at  the. 
age  of  twelve  years;  Annie  (Mrs.  Alonzo  Clem- 
ens), of  Portage  township,  and  Ada,  who  died 
when  seventeen  years  old. 

In  March,  1864,  Jacob  Esterly  came  with  his 
family  to  Wood  county,  making  the  trip  with  an 
ox-team,  which  afterward  often  took  them  to 
church.  They  settled  on  eighty  acres  of  new 
land  which  he  had  purchased,  situated  in  Section 
23,  Portage  township,  and  an  old  log  house  with 
rough  floor,  and  altogether  rudely  constructed 
was  their  first  home.  Only  the  higher  portions 
of  the  ground  were  cleared,  the  lower  portions 
having  been  merelvcut  over,  and  a dense  growth 
of  brush  covered  the  portions  where  the  timber 
had  been  felled.  Mr.  Esterly  continued  t • work 
this  place  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  nude  a 
fine  property  of  it.  He  was  a self-made  man, 
having  begun  life  with  nothing  but  his  own  en- 


ergy and  ambition,  though,  after  he  had  been 
! fairly  started  on  the  road  to  prosperity,  he  re- 
: ceived  a little  help  in  the  shape  of  $200,  which 
had  been  left  to  him.  He  died  November  30, 
1SS4,  of  typhoid  fever,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mt. 
Zion  Church  cemetery.  He  was  a member  of 
the  German  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  served 
as  deacon,  and  in  political  belief  he  was  a Repub- 
lican. He  served  as  school  director  of  Portage 
' township,  but  was  no  office-seeker,  attending 
j strictly  to  his  own  affairs.  After  his  death  Mrs. 
Esterly  lived  on  the  farm  until  June,  1895,  when 
she  removed  to  Six  Points,  and  on  July  4,  1805, 
she  became  the  wife  of  Israel  Whisler.  She  is  a 
! member  of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 

W.  A.  Esterly  was  born  September  26,  i860, 

; near  Vanlue,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  and,  being  a 
! mere  child  when  his  parents  settled  in  Wood 
I county,  received  all  his  education  in  District 
No.  8,  Portage  township,  having  Miss  Loomis 
i for  his  first  teacher.  He  attended  school  until 
! about  eighteen  years  old,  and  has  since  been  a 
i great  reader,  acquiring  in  this  way  much  useful 
! information.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  and,  having  learned  the  carpenter  s 
! trade  under  his  brother  Henry,  followed  the  same 
until  1885,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  agriculture  on  his  present  farm  in  Section  23, 
Portage  township,  where  he  owns  forty  acres  of 
good  land.  When  he  took  this  farm  but  four 
1 acres  of  the  land  were  cleared,  and  he  has  not 
j only  succeeded  in  placing  the  whole  tract  under 
! cultivation,  but  has  also  done  all  his  own  carpen- 
ter work,  a fact  which  speaks  volumes  for  his  en- 
terprise and  industry. 

On  March  13,  1S80,  in  Portage  township, 
Mr.  Esterly  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Red- 
] man,  daughter  of  George  W.  Redman:  she  was 
born  in  Portage  township,  and  died  July  10.  18S2, 

: leaving  no  children;  her  remains  rest  in  Mt.  Zion 
S Cemetery.  On  May  13,  1886,  in  Portage  town- 
I ship,  our  subject  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
j Miss  Leora  Whitman,  who  was  born  in  July, 
1869,  near  Syracuse,  N.  V.,  daughter  of  Luther 
Whitman,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Portage  town- 
ship in  1894.  One  child  has  come  to  this  union, 
Ceorgie  M.,  born  May  13,  1887.  Mrs.  Esterh 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  while  Mr 
Esterly  affiliates  with  the  U.  B.  Church.  He  has 
been  an  active  man'  in  his  community,  where  he 
is  widely  and  thoroughly  acquainted,  and  his  in- 
fluence in  all  local  matters  has  ever  been  given 
to  those  measures  he  considers  best  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  town  and  county.  In  1881  lie  was 
) elected  constable  of  Portage  township,  and 
served  one  year  in  that  office;  in  1884  he  was 
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elected  assessor  on  the  Union  ticket,  holding 
that  office  eight  years  in  all.  In  the  spring  of 
1895  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position,  that 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  all  these  offices  he. 
has  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  has  gained  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Up  to  1885,  Mr. 
Esterly  was  an  ardent  Republican,  but  since  that 
time  he  has  been  independent  in  local  matters, 
supporting  the  candidates  he  considers  best  fitted 
for  offices;  in  National  affairs,  however,  he  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1894  he  was  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  recorder  of  Wood 
county.  Owing  to  the  large  Republican  major- 
ity in  the  county,  he  was  defeated  by  his  Repub- 
lican opponent,  Herman  Hinkly.  August  25, 
1896,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  and 
Populist  Fusion  Convention  for  auditor,  but  was 
again  defeated  by  the  Republican  candidate. 

William  Jeffery,  deceased,  was  a worthy 
representative  of  the  farming  interests  of  Lake 
township,  and  was  numbered  among  its  pioneer 
settlers.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  locate  with- 
in its  borders,  where  he  arrived  in  1832,  and,  in 
Section  32.  entered  land  from  the  government, 
which  he  continued  to  improve  and  cultivate  un- 
til October,  1844,  " hen  he  traded  that  property 
for  the  present  homestead  of  the  family  in  Section 
18.  He  endured  all  the  hardships  and  trials  that 
fall  to  the  lot  of  a frontier  settler;  but,  by  per- 
severance and  determined  effort,  he  succeeded  in 
in  placing  his  farm  of  forty  acres  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation  Mr.  Jeffery  came  from 
across  the  sea,  being  born  in  Cornwall,  England, 
June  10,  1806,  and  was  a son  of  William  and 
Mary  Jeffery,  natives  of  the  same  place.  His 
father  was  a whaler,  and  died  while  away  from 
home  on  a long  cruise.  While  a young  man, 
Will  iam  determined  to  come  to  America,  and 
embarked  on  a sailing  vessel  at  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land. which  was  three  months  in  making  the 
voyage.  After  his  arrival  in  New  York  City,  in 
July,  1832,  he  had  the  cholera,  but  on  his  recov- 
ery started  at  once  for  Wood  county. 

In  Lake  township,  in  1842,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Lewis,  who  was  born 
in  Gloucestershire,  England,  and  was  a daughter 
of  Philip  Lewis.  Her  parents  both  died  in  Eng- 
land, and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  she  came  to  the 
New  World,  being  six  months  upon  the  ocean. 
She  came  direct  to  Wood  county  where  she  had 
a sister  living — Mrs.  Goss,  then  a resid  ,-nt  of 
Lake  township,  but  who  died  in  Troy  township. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffery  were  born  ten  children 
— Isaac,  who  enlisted  in  April,  1865,  in  theiS9th 


j O.  V.  I.,  was  taken  sick  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
: after  coming  home  died  August  8,  1S65  ; Mrs.  Sarah 
| Haskell  died  in  Lake  township,  June  17,  1895; 
Hannah  is  at  home;  Cornelia  died  on  the  home 
farm  September  16,  1867;  Mary  A.  died  June  30, 
1S70;  Jane  died  March  11,  1855;  James  is  upon 
the  home  farm;  George  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Wesley  was  married  October  19,  1895,  to  Mr-. 
Anna  Cole;  and  Charles  died  January  8,  1864. 
The  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
| respected  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Jeffery  took  a prominent  part  in  public 
1 affairs,  assisting  in  the  organization  of  Lake  town- 
ship, where  he  served  as  the  first  assessor,  and 
j held- that  office  for  many  years,  while  for  several 
years  he  was  trustee.  For  three  years  he  held 
the  position  of  State  assessor,  and  throughout 
the  county  he  was  well  and  favorably  known.  He 
did  much  toward  the  development  of  his  township, 
clearing  100  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land,  and  was 
numbered  among  the  liberal-minded  and  public- 
j spirited  citizens,  who,  while  carving  out  their  own 
j fortunes,  contributed,  as  they  had  opportunity. 

! to  the  well-being  of  the  people  around  them.  In 
early  life  he  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  but  later  was  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist denomination,  and  he  w’as  a conscientious, 
Christian  gentleman.  His  earthly  career  was 
ended  December  13,  1890,  that  of  his  wife,  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1875. 

Daniel  N.  Easley,  deceased,  was  one  of 
I the  well-known  citizens  and  highly  respected  men 
; of  Bloomdale.  He  was  a native  of  Switzerland, 
born  in  Canton  Berne,  January  30.  1831,  and 
was  a child  of  only  three  years  when  he  emigrated 
to  America  with  his  parents.  His  father.  Jacob 
Easley,  was  a farmer  of  limited  means  in  Switzer- 
land, and  hoped  by  coming  to  the  United  States 
to  better  his  financial  condition.  Landing  on 
the  shores  of  this  continent,  he  remained  in  the 
J the  Empire  State  for  about  a year;  but,  as  land 
was  cheaper  farther  west,  he  removed  to  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio,  and  in  Cranberry  township, 
that  county,  died,  March  30,  1847,  aged  fifty- 
four  years.  He  was  twice  married,  the  mother 
of  our  subject  being  the  second  wife,  and  his 
family  was  quite  large. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Daniel  N.  Easley  were 
spent  upon  his  father’s  farm,  aiding  in  the  ardu- 
! ous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  the  land  with 
1 the  primitive  machinery  of  that  earlv  day.  His 
father  living  when  he  was  quite  young,  Ik  war- 
deprived  of  the  care  and  advice  of  that  parent; 
but  he  had,  however,  a kind  and  loving  mother. 

I who  endeavored  to  teach  him  the  principles  o! 
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good  citizenship,  in  which  she  succeeded,  as  his 
later  life  plainly  demonstrated.  Learning  the 
carpenter's  trade,  he  afterward  followed  that 
occupation  in  Missouri  and  Illinois,  and  while  in 
the  latter  State  attended  a business  college  at 
Aurora,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradua- 
ted in  February,  1 860.  He  later  taught  school 
in  both  Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 

In  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  July  5,  [863,  Mr. 
Easley  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Rosanna 
Bittikoffer,  a native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and 
a daughter  of  Jacob  Bittikoffer,  who  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
Eight  children  blessed  this  union,  as  follows: 
(ij  Justin  L.  is  a carpenter  and  contractor,  and 
is  the  present  mayor  of  Bloomdale.  (2)  Francis 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  (3)  Jacob  N.,  of 
Bowling  Green,  is  one  of  the  three  gentlemen 
comprising  the  Wood  County  Abstract  & Loan 
Company,  and  his  business  has  given  him  a wide  | 
acquaintance  throughout  the  county,  where  he  is  j 
well  and  favorably  known.  He  was  formerly  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Bloomdale,  re- 
moving in  February,  1890,  to  Bowling  Green,  j 
(4)  John  C.  was  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  . 
Bloom  township  but  is  now  the  carpenter  and 
joiner  in  Bryant.  & Linhart’s  planing- mills  at 
Bloomdale.  (5)  Paul  M.  died  when  five  years 
old.  (6)  Webster  D.  died  August  16,  1896,  aged  • 
twenty-two  years.  (7)  Ida  M.  is  at  home.  (8)  S 
Edna  R. , who  is  also  at  home,  completes  the 
family. 

Mr.  Easley  began  his  domestic  life  upon  a 
fifty-acre  farm  which  he  owned  in  Crawford 
county,  and  about  1874  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Cass  township,  Hancock  county,  there  ; 
remaining  until  1881,  when  they  came  to  Bloom- 
dale. A comfortable  home  was  here  erected, 
and,  on  disposing  of  his  land  in  Cass  township,  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  20, 
Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  which  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  family,  but  was  never  occu- 
pied by  them.  Here  Mr.  Easley  followed  car- 
pentering and  contracting  until  his  untimely 
death,  August  15,  1893.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Van  Buren  cemetery,  Hancock  county. 
While  a lifelong  Democrat,  always  taking  a I 
deep  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party,  he  was 
by  no  means  a politician,  and  after  regularly 
casting  his  vote  his  interest  subsided.  Notwith- 
standing this,  however,  he  was  elected  the  first 
city  treasurer  of  Bloomdale,  and  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  which  position  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Fie  was  con- 
nected with  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  406,  of 
Pdoomdale,  and  also  with  the  Daughters  of  1 


Rebekah.  Religiously,  he  was  a leading  member 
of  and  liberal  contributor  to  the  Methodist 
i Episcopal  Church.  He  was  an  intelligent,  hard- 
I working  man,  a good  mechanic  and  a prominent 
1 citizen,  and  every  enterprise  for  the  advancement 
and  welfare  of  the  community  received  his  sup- 
port. Since  his  death  Mrs.  Easley,  a most  highly 
respected  lady,  has  resided  in  their  comfortable 
home  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Vine  streets,- 
Bloomdale. 

Byron  Frederick.  The  subject  of  this  per- 
sonal narrative  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
progressive  farmers  of  Bloom  township,  and  is 
most  Ivighlv  esteemed  and  respected  by  those 
who  know  him  best.  He  is  descended  from  a 
family  that  has  resided  in  this  State  from  an  early 
day,  his  father  having  been  born  in  Green  town- 
ship, Ross  county,  September  24,  1816,  to  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (Bitzerj  Frederick.  The  grand- 
father’s birth  occurred  in  1778,  in  Northumber- 
land countv,  Penn.,  where  he  married  Miss  Bitz- 
er,  born  in  1786,  a daughter  of  a New  Jersey 
family.  They  continued  to  reside  in  Pennsylva- 
nia until  after  the  birth  of  their  eldest  children; 
but  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  crossed 
the  Alleghany  mountains,  locating  in  Ross  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  In  1S34  they  removed,  in  wagons,  to 
Big  Spring  township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  driving 
their  cattle,  and  located  on  a quarter-section  of 
land,  which  Jacob  Frederick  had  previously  en- 
tered, and  on  which  he  erected  a log  house,  into 
which  the  family  moved.  He  died  on  that  farm 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  his  wife  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five.  They  were  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was 
a Whig.  In  their  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren: William,  who  died  in  Seneca  county;  Peter. 
John  and  Jacob,  who  all  died  in  Ross  county; 
Susanna,  who  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Pontius, 
and  died  in  Ross  county;  Solomon,  who  passed 
away  in  Bloom  township,  Wood  county;  Anthony, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Jonas,  of  Bowling  Green. 
Ohio;  Samuel,  who  died  in  Ross  county;  Daniel, 
who  entered  the  one-hundred-days'  service,  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  died  at  a fort  near  Wash- 
ington, L).  C. ; and  Maria,  who  married  J.  W. 
Laughead,  and  died  in  Seneca  county. 

At  the  age  of  about  nineteen  years  Anthony 
Frederick  came,  with  his  father,  to  Seneca  county. 
By  agreement  he  and  his  brother,  Solomon,  were 
to  remain  at  home  and  clear  half  of  the  1 bo-acre 
tract,  and  receive  a deed  for  the  other  eighty 
acres;  but  the  father  died  suddenly  before  the 
deed  was  made,  and  the  two  brothers  divided  the 
land,  receiving  forty  acres  each  On  November 
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3,  1838,  in  Seneca  count}’,  he  married  Miss  Rhoda  | 
Nafus,  who  was  born  in  Hopewell  township,  On-  i 
tario  Co.,  hi.  Y. , April  15,  1817,  daughter  of  ! 
William  and  Saloma  (Carpenter)  Nafus.  Her 
father  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and,  in  the  fall 
that  Andrew  Jackson  wras  first  a candidate  for  the  I 
Presidency,  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Wyandot 
county,  near  the  present  site  of  McCutchenvilie, 
where  he  bought  three  acres  of  land  close  to  his 
two  sons,  John  and  Cornelius,  who  had  preceded 
him.  There  he  built  a shop,  where  he  carried  j 
on  shoemaking.  His  first  wife  died  at  the  age  of  j 
sixty-two,  after  which  he  wa,s  again  married,  and 
he  died,  in  Wyandot  county,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  . 

After  his  marriage  Anthony  Frederick  located  j 
on  his  forty-acre  timber  tract,  where  a log  house 
16  x 18  feet  had  been  erected,  and  carried  on  the 
improvement  of  his  place  until  1852,  when  he  j 
removed  to  Adrian.  Seneca  county,  there  conduct- 
ing a sawmill,  in  connection  with  his  brother 
Jonas,  for  two  years  and  a half.  On  disposing  of 
his  interest,  he  secured  a position  as  foreman  of  a 
sawmill  in  Berwick,  same  county;  but  after  a 
short  time  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Big  Spring 
township.  Later  he  went  to  Benton,  Crawford 
county,  where  he  also  engaged  in  the  sawmill 
business,  following  that  pursuit  in  several  places 
until  January,  1861,  when  he  came  to  Jerry  City, 
Wood  county,  there  operating  a sawmill  until  ! 
1865.  In  the  year  1867  he  went  to  Bloom  Cen- 
ter, and  there  engaged  in  the  same  business  for 
awhile;  but  he  now  operates  his  farm  of  forty 
acres  at  that  place.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for 
William  H.  Harrison,  the  Whig  candidate,  but 
he  has  supported  the  Republican  party  since  its 
organization.  For  five  years  he  served  as  con- 
stable and  for  two  years  as  assessor  of  Big  Spring 
township,  Seneca  county,  while  he  was  assessor 
of  Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  for  five  years, 
and  trustee  for  one  year  during  the  war.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  belong  to  the  Church  of  God, 
in  which  he  is  at  present  an  elder.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  children : Solomon  S., 

of  Henry  township,  Wood  county;  William  H., 
of  Jerry  City;  Nathaniel,  who  died  at  Bloom 
Center,  at  the  age  of  forty-three  years;  Charles, 
who  died  in  the  same  place;  Byron,  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch;  Susan  E. , who  married  J. 
A.  Bailey,  and  died  in  Bloom  township;  and  Rosa 
E.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Dennis,  of  Bloom  Center. 

In  Big  Spring  township,  Seneca  county,  By- 
ron Frederick  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day,  July  16.  1850,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Jerry  City,  Wood 
county.  He  received  a common-school  educa- 


tion, and  became  familiar  with  farming,  milling 
and  several  other  lines  of  business.  On  October 
26,  1873,  at  the  home  of  W.  S.  Richard,  in 
Bloom  township,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Amanda  J.  Bailey,  who  was  born  at 
Bloom  Center,  November  5,  1853,  a daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Simon)  Bailey.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children — Naman  O.. 
born  July  15,  1 S 7 5 ; and  Harry  B. , born  March 
23,  1883.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Frederick 

took  up  his  residence  in  Bloom  Center,  where  he 
became  interested  in  a sawmill,  in  connection 
with  George  Dennis;  but  he  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest before  they  began  operations.  At  the  end 
of  six  years  he  removed  to  Jerry  City,  entering 
the  employ  of  the  Dewey  Stave  Company,  for 
which  he  continued  to  work  until  March,  1SS5, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  fine  farm  in  Section 
3,  Bloom  township,  on  which  an  old  house  was 
then  standing;  in  the  fall  of  [890  he  completed 
his  present  comfortable  residence.  He  is  a nat- 
ural mechanic,  taking  great  delight  in  machinery, 
with  which  he  is  quite  familiar.  Politically  he  is 
a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  so- 
cially he  is  a member  of  Vitus  Lodge  No.  602, 
I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Jerry  City,  and  religiously  he  and 
his  worthy  wife  belong  to  the  Church  of  God,  in 
which  he  was  formerly  an  elder,  and  is  now  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school,  -while  she  is  a 
teacher  in  the  same.  They  are  earnest  Christian 
people,  and  well  deserve  the  high  regard  in  which 
they  are  held. 

Rufus  A.  Emerson,  the  pioneer  merchant  of 
Bloorndale,  was  born  October  21,  1855,  in 

Wyandot  county,  Ohio.  He  is  descended  from 
an  old  Virginia  family,  a son  of  Noble  and  Mary 
(Keesecker)  Emerson,  who  were  the  parents  ■: 
ten  children,  three  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio. 

His  grandfather  Emerson  was  a slave-holder, 
but  his  father.  Noble  Emerson,  being  opposed  to 
this,  in  early  manhood  determined  to  seek  a home 
in  a free  State.  He  had  been  employed  in  boy- 
hood as  a boatman  on  the  Potomac,  and  as  : 
steersman  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canai. 
but  later  learned  the  cooper's  trade  which  he  f«  - 
lowed  throughout  his  life.  In  1833  the  fanr.  v 
moved  to  Beaver  county,  Penn.,  and  in  Muv 
1848,  they  came  to  Mexico,  Wyandot  Co..  Oh. 
traveling  in  a small  two-horse  wagon.  Our  sub- 
ject’s father  had  but  limited  means,  and  on  reach- 
ing Mexico  he  found  employment  at  his  trade,  an 
later  bought  the  shop,  the  trade  in  potash  and, 
pork  barrels  furnishing  him  a good  income. 

1859  lie  moved  to  Sycamore,  where  our  subiec.  - 
mother  died  December  7,  1862.  The  fathe 
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never  married  again.  He  survived  her  thirty  | 
years,  dying  September  io,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three,  and  their  remains  now  rest  in  the  ! 
cemetery  at  Sycamore.  Two  years  after  his 
wife’s  death,  he  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Frank- 
fort, Pike  Co.,  Mo.,  and  bought  a farm,  which 
lie  later  sold.  He  worked  at  his  trade  for  some 
time,  and  in  1871  came  to  Eagleville  to  live  in 
the  home  of  our  subject’s  elder  brother,  Hon.  E. 

P.  Emerson.  He  was  a man  of  industrious  j 
habits,  and  was  over  6 feet,  2 inches  tall,  but 
spare  in  flesh.  While  he  was  no  politician,  he 
took  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  the  questions  of 
his  time,  and  was  a regular  voter,  being  a Whig- 
in  his  early  years  and  later  a Republican. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  surviving  children  in 
the  following  family:  Samuel  B.  died  in  Ohio, 

a wealthy  man,  after  many  years  spent  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Eagleville.  Elijah  P. 
resides  at  Bloomdale.  John  M.  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  123d  O.  V.  I.,  and,  it  is  believed,  was 
one  of  the  many  who  perished  in  Andersonville 
prison.  Rachel  A.  died  in  Virginia.  William 
W.  lives  in  Bloomdale.  Enoch  died  in  Virginia. 
Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  Rufus  W.  Lundy,  a hard- 
ware merchant  of  Mvrtle  Point,  Ore.  Milton  E. 
is  a prosperous  resident  of  Sycamore,  Ohio,  a 
blacksmith  by  occupation.  FYank  N.  lives  in  San 
Francisco.  Rufus  A.  is  our  subject. 

Until  the  age  of  ten  years  Rufus  A.  Emerson 
attended  the  schools  of  Sycamore,  Ohio,  but  after 
that  his  educational  opportunities  were  less  satis- 
factory. In  1869  he  returned  to  his  native  coun- 
ty, and  for  two  years  made  his  home  with  a 
brother-in-law,  R.  W.  Lundy,  then  returning  to 
Missouri.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  accompanied 
Mr.  Lundy  to  Mitchell  county,  Ivans.,  then  a 
frontier  section,  where  buffaloes  were  plenty. 
The  journey  was  made  bv  wagons,  and  Mr. 
Emerson  walked,  driving  the  cattle.  He  came  ' 
to  Eagleville,  Wood  county,  in  March.  1871,  and 
assisted  his  brother,  E.  P.  Emerson,  in  the  work 
of  his  store  and  farm,  attending  school  in  the  i 
winter.  Remaining  there  until  1874,  he  was  then 
employed  for  a short  time  in  a brickyard  in  Han- 
cock countv,  belonging  to  Isaac  Hale,  returning 
in  July  of  that  year  to  Eagleville  to  haul  stone 
for  the  first  building  constructed  in  Bloomdale 
for  business  purposes  exclusively,  and  here,  on 
Uecember  22,  1874,  his  brother, E.  P.  Emerson, 
opened  a general  store,  our  subject  being  employed 
ns  clerk.  In  April,  1877,  Mr.  Emerson  and  i 
another  elder  brother,  William  W..  bought  out 
the  business  and  conducted  it  under  the  firm  name  1 
of  Emerson  Bros.,  until  August  15,  1882,  when 
he  became  the  sole  owner,  having  in  the  mean- 
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time  built  a new  store  which  was  first  occupied 
in  February,  1882.  Courteous  in  manner,  up- 
right in  character,  and  possessing  keen  per- 
ceptions and  judgment,  he  enjoys  the  confidence 
of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  One  seldom 
finds  a town  like  Bloomdale  which  has  only  one 
dry-goods  store;  but  so  strongly  is  this  one  in- 
trenched in  the  favor  of  the  community  that 
when  opposition  has  been  attempted  it  has  failed. 
Mr.  Emerson  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  town,  and  is  connected  with  a 
number  of  business  enterprises,  being  a director 
in  the  Bloomdale  Building  & Loan  Association, 
of  which  he  was  an  organizer,  a stockholder  in 
the  Lakeside  Co.,  owners  of  the  assembly  grounds 
at  Lakeside,  and,  since  March,  1894,  he  has 
been  sole  owner  of  the  Bloomdale  Gas  Company, 

Mr.  Emerson  was  married,  October  24,  1878, 
in  Bloom  township,  to  Miss  Ellen  Shirk,  a na- 
tive of  Mercer  county,  Penn.,  whose  parents,  A. 
J.  and  Harriet  May  Shirk,  came  to  Wood  county 
during  her  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emerson 
have  had  nine  children:  Jay  N.  and  Edna,  at 

home;  Max  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Lois,  Mary  and  Roland  R. , at  home;  Ro- 
bert B.,  who  died  when  nearly  three  years  old; 
Nellie  A. ; and  one  unnamed.  Mr.  Emerson  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Radical  U. 
B.  Church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee.  In  1S90  he 
built  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  town.  He 
was  a Republican  until  1887,  since  when  he  has 
given  his  support  to  the  Prohibition  party. 

John  Schutzeberg.  Success  in  any  calling 
is  an  indication  of  persistent  effort,  enterprise 
and  sound  judgment — qualities  which  are  pos- 
sessed in  a high  degree  by  the  subject  of  this 
review.  From  a humble  position  he  has  worked 
his  way  upward  to  one  of  affluence;  has  sur- 
mounted difficulties  and  overcome  obstacles,  and, 
to-day,  as  the  reward  of  his  earnest  labor,  has 
one  of  the  fine  farms  of  Middleton  township. 

Mr.  Schutzeberg  was  born  in  Hessen,  Ger- 
many, November  2,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  (Chollpiffer)  Schutzeberg. 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  In 
the  public  schools  near  his  home,  John  acquired 
a good  education,  and,  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
began  earning  his  own  living.  He  spent  one 
year  in  the  German  army,  and  continued  to  work 
at  various  employments  until  185  t,  when,  deter- 
mined to  seek  a home  in  America,  he  took  pas- 
sage on  a westward-bound  sailing  vessel,  whi  ii 
dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  after 
a voyage  of  sixty-five  days.  He  at  once  made 
his  way  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  where  he  worked 
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as  a farm  hand  until  1853,  when  he  rented  land 
and  began  farming  on  his  own  account.  His 
first  purchase  made  him  the  owner  of  forty  acres 
in  Middleton  township*,  Wood  county,  on  which 
he  erected  a log  house,  and  then  began  clearing 
the  place.  He  has  since  added  three  forty-acre 
tracts,  and  now  has  a very  valuable  and  desirable 
property,  which  yields  to  him  a golden  tribute  in 
return  for  the  care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  it. 

In  Erie  county,  Ohio,  in  1853,. was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Schutzeberg  and  Miss  Mar}' 
A.  Keithel,  who  was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany, 
in  1831.  They  became  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren— Lizzie,  wife  of  George  Forst,  a farmer; 
Henry  and  John,  who  carry  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  William  F.  Brinker, 
of  Cleveland;  Christ,  an  oil  operator;  Anna,  de- 
ceased wife  of  G.  Rudolph,  a farmer  of  Wash- 
ington township;  Lorance,  a teamster  of  Has-  j 
kins;  and  William,  who  operates  the  homestead 
farm.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  April, 
1892,  and  her  death  was  mourned  by  many  friends  j 
as  well  as  her  family. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Schutzeberg  is  a Democrat, 
and  has  served  as  road  supervisor  and  school 
director  for  a number  of  years.  He  is  a very 
active  and  consistent  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  and  for  twenty-eight  years  has 
been  an  elder  in  same.  He  came  to  this  country 
empty-handed,  but  has  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward,  and  his  honorable,  upright  life  is  cer- 
tainly worthy  of  emulation. 

William  Mason.  The  handicap  of  early  pov- 
erty does  not  prevent  some  energetic  natures  from 
making  a success  in  worldly  affairs,  which  is  ail  the 
more  creditable  for  the  difficulties  overcome. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  born  in  York- 
shire, England,  March  8,  1S25,  the  son  of  James 
and  Hannah  (Taylor)  Mason,  both  of  whom  died 
in  the  old  country.  His  father  was  a day  laborer, 
and,  as  our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a family 
of  six  sons  and  eight  daughters,  he  had  to  make 
his  own  way  from  the  early  age  of  eight  years. 
He  worked  for  the  first  five  years  for  five  pounds, 
doing  such  tasks  as  his  youth  permitted,  but  as  ; 
he  grew  older  his  services  became  more  valuable. 
He  never  knew  a home  until  his  marriage,  in 
January,  1850,  to  Miss  Jane  Fenton,  who  was 
also  a native  of  Yorkshire,  born  about  1S28.  He 
had  no  schooling  whatever  in  his  native  country; 
but  since  coming  to  America  he  has  gained  a 
practical  education,  his  shrewd  brain  making  the 
most  of  ever}' opportunity.  In  March,  1850,  Mr. 
Mason  and  his  bride  left  I lull  on  the  “ Rum  swell, 
a n d landed  at  New  York  after  a voyage  of  eighty- 


five  days.  Their  destination  was  Ohio,  but  they 
spent  some  months  with  Mr.  Mason’s  brother, 
Thomas,  at  South  Bend.  Wis. , before  locating 
upon  a rented  farm  in  Riley  township,  Sanduskv 
county.  The  forty  pounds,  which  Mr.  Mason  had 
when  thev  left  Hull,  was  by  this  time  nearly  ex- 
hausted, and  he  worked  as  a laborer  for  two 
years  at  fifty  cents  a day  in  ordinary  times,  and 
seventy-five  cents  in  harvest.  He  managed  to 
buy  a team  of  oxen,  and  forty  acres  of  partly-im- 
proved land  located  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky 
county.  After  two  years  Mr.  Mason  sold  this 
farm  and  purchased  forty  acres  in  Section  1, 

| Montgomery  township,  where  he  now  resides. 
The  -first  house  on  the  place  was  a log  shanty, 
16x20  feet,  and  it  has  taken  many  years  of  hard 
work  to  bring  the  property  into  its  present  highly- 
improved  condition.  He  has  met  with  well-de- 
served success,  and  his  possessions  now  include 
126  acres  of  land  in  Wood  and  Sandusky  coun- 
ties. In  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  he  mani- 
fested his  loyalty  to  the  land  of  his  adoption,  by 
enlisting  in  Company  K,  144th  O.  V.  I.,  and  was 
one  of  the  twenty-nine  survivors  of  that  com- 
pany. Politically  he  is  a steadfast  Republican, 
but  he  is  not  a seeker  for  political  position. 

On  February  7,  1889,  his  home  was  darkened 
by  the  “death  angel”  when  the  beloved  partner 
of  his  life  passed  from  earth  Her  remains  lie  in 
the  Bradner  cemetery.  Six  children  survive  her: 
Charles  lives  in  Missouri;  Margaret  married  Sam- 
uel Wygant,  of  Madison  township,  Sandusky 
county;  James  also  resides  there;  Hannah  is  the 
wife  of  Noble  Holcomb,  of  Rollersville,  Ohio; 
Edward  T.  resides  in  Freedom  township;  Mary  is 
at  home.  Mindful  of  the  deprivations  of  his  own 
early  life,  Mr.  Mason  has  given  his  children  good 
educations,  and  two,  Mary  and  Hannah,  have 
taught  school. 

Joel  Kimble  has  justly  earned  the  proud 
American  title  of  a self-made  man,  and  the  farm 
which  he  occupies  to-day  has  been  acquired  en- 
tirely through  his  own  industrious  efforts.  He 
was  born  in  Harmony  township,  Morrow  Co.. 
Ohio,  February  25,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  William 
D.  and  Rebecca  (Stilley)  Kimble,  who,  in  April 
1864,  came  to  Wood  county.  The  father  pur- 
chased 120  acres  of  land  in  Freedom  township 
and  our  subject  cut  the  first  tree  on  the  farm 
William  Kimble  was  born  in  Chester  township 
Morrow  county,  in  1814,  and  was  a son  of  Daniel 
Kimble,  who  removed  to  this  State  from  \\  ish- 
ington  count}',  Perm.  The  motherof  our  subpet 
was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Stilley,  who  left  the  Keystone  Scat 
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and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Knox  county. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimble  are  Nellie, 
wife  of  S.  J.  Munsel,  of  Freedom  township;  Sarah, 
wife  of  William  Bell,  of  Freedom;  Joel;  Larina 
(.,  who  died  in  1S68;  Perry,  of  Monroe  county, 
Mich;;  and  Josephus,  of  Freedom  township.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  December  14,  1883,  and 
the  mother  died  July  10,  1887,  their  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  Bradner  cemetery.  Mr.  Kimble 
gave  his  political  support  to  .the  Democracy,  but 
never  sought  office.  He  made  farming  his  work 
throughout  life,  and  the  success  that  attended  his 
efforts  was  due  to  his  own  energy  and  persever- 
ance. 

Joel  Kimble,  of  this  review,  received  only  such 
educational  privileges  as  the  primitive  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  afforded.  He  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
then  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  under 
Milton  Hathaway,  following  that  pursuit  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  for  twelve  years.  He 
was  married  in  1868,  and  for  five  months  there- 
after resided  on  a rented  farm  in  Montgomery 
township.  His  first  purchase  was  forty  acres  of 
wooded  land  in  Section  36,  Freedom  township, 
whereon  he  built  a frame  house  18  x 24  feet  He 
lived  there  until  removing  to  his  present  home, 
April  14,  1873.  He  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  25,  Freedom  township,  and  cleared  a 
space  for  the  erection  of  a log  house,  20  x 24  feet. 
He  was  at  that  time  $400  in  debt.  During  the 
first  two  years  he  worked  out  by  the  day,  and  in 
the  evenings  and  mornings  cleared  his  own  land. 
His  earnest  labor  and  persistent  efforts  have 
brought  him  success,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
a valuable  farm  of  ninety-two  acres.  In  1891  he 
built  a good  barn,  and  in  1896  erected  his  present 
excellent  residence. 

Mr.  Kimble  was  married  December  24,  186S, 
in  Madison  township,  Sandusky  county,  to  Miss 
Eva  Hanline,  who  was  born  in  Section  1,  Mont- 
gomery township,  Wood  county,  July  31,  1844, 
a daughter  of  David  and  Eve  (Rumler)  Hanline. 
1'heir  children  are  Geneva,  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
Saam,  of  Madison  township,  Sandusky  county; 
Josephus,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  months; 
and  El'fie,  wife  of  Frank  Wolfe,  of  Pemberville, 
Ohio.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Kimble  is  a Democrat. 

Benjamin  Rhodes  is  one  of  the  most  genial 
and  whole-souled  men  of  Portage  township.  He 
was  born  in  Bingley,  Yorkshire.  England,  Decem- 
ber 15,  1835,  and  is  one  of  a family  of  ten  chil- 
ren,  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  whose  father 
was  Joseph  Rhodes.  His  parents  both  died  in 


England,  the  father,  when  our  subject  was  only 
ten  years  old.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began 
learning  the  machinist’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  land  until  the  spring  of  1834,  when 
he  left  the  Old  World,  resolved  to  try  his  fortune 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Thirty  days  after 
sailing  from  Liverpool,  he  arrived  in  New  York 
City,  a stranger  in  a strange  land,  with  only  $5 
in  his  pocket,  with  which  to  begin  life.  Mr. 
Rhodes  first  secured  work  with  J.  S.  Gwynn,  a 
maker  of  rotary  pumps,  on  29th  street,  but  the 
shops  were  afterward  removed  to  Brooklvn,  and 
with  that  gentleman  he  remained  for  sixteen 
months.  He  then  worked  for  four  months  in 
the  Essex  Machine  Shops  in  Lawrence,  Mass., 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned 
to  New  York  City,  being  employed  on  Cherry 
street  by  machinists.  Later  he  entered  the  Sir- 
well  White-lead  Works  as  a fixer;  but  in  Decem- 
ber, 1857,  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  worked 
for  Wimple,  Kline  & Co.,  manufacturers  of 
threshing  machines,  for  a year  and  a half. 

On  August  9,  1859,  Mr.  Rhodes  first  arrived 
in  Wood  county,  driving  to  the  village  of  Portage 
from  La  Porte,  Ind.,  with  an  ox-team,  for  an 
emigrant  family  who  came  by  rail.  For  a time 
he  was  employed  in  the  sawmill  of  Hiram  Ives, 
of  Center  township;  but  the  following  spring 
went  to  Toledo,  where  he  obtained  work  at  his 
trade,  in  the  Fulton  Iron  Works,  at  the  foot  of 
Lafayette  and  St.  Clair  streets. 

At  Portage,  in  September,  [861,  Mr.  Rhodes 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  I.  At  Camp 
Vance,  Findlay.  Ohio,  under  Capt.  A.  McMahan, 
the  troops  received  their  arms,  after  which  they 
were  sent  to  Camp  Dennison,  Cincinnati.  The 
first  engagement  in  which  our  subject  participated 
was  at  Ivy  Mountain.  Ky.  November  8, 
1861,  and  from  that  time  until  they  reached 
Nashville,  he  was  with  the  regiment;  but  there 
he  was  ill  for  three  weeks,  and  rejoining*his  com- 
mand at  Murfreesboro,  remained  with  it  until 
September  20,  1863,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Chickamauga.  He  was  confined  in  Rebel 
prisons  in  Richmond,  Danville.  Anderson ville, 
and  other  places  until  paroled  in  March,  1S65. 
He  endured  all  the  sufferings  and  privations  of 
Southern  prison  life,  and,  when  liberated  at 
Goldsboro,  N.  C. , lay  unconscious  for  seven- 
teen days,  the  result  of  the  cruel  treatment  he 
had  received.  From  Wilmington  he  was  sent  to 
Annapolis,  and  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  honor- 
ably discharged  April  9,  1N03.  after  almost  four 
years  of  arduous  and  faithful  service. 

In  Fremont.  Ohio.  Julv  2.  1865,  Mr.  Rhodes 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  Brown,  a 
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native  of  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Katy,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  mother  died  fourteen  months  after  her  mar- 
riage. Later,  in  Montgomery  township.  Wood 
countv,  our  subject  wedded  Caroline  Lein,  and 
to  them  were  born  two  children:  Mary,  now 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Rickard,  of  Montgomery  township; 
and  Joseph  A.,  at  home.  The  lady,  who  now 
bears  the  name  of  Mrs.  Rhodes,  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Mary  Shinew,  a daughter  of 
Francis  Shinew. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Rhodes  made 
his  home  for  a time  in  Portage,  after  which  for 
three  years  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  Toledo,  and 
then  bought  land  in  Liberty  township,  Wood 
county,  which  he  operated  about  a year.  Next 
he  bought  a farm  in  Montgomery  township,  which 
he  cultivated  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  his  1 
present  farm  of  122  acres.  The  land  has  been 
brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  yields 
in  abundance  the  rich  crops  adapted  to  this  cli- 
mate. He  holds  membership  with  Randall  Post, 
No.  55,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Prairie  Depot,  and  in  politics 
he  is  an  unswerving  Republican,  by  which  party 
he  was  elected  supervisor.  He  is  recognized  as 
an  honest  man  and  pood  neighbor,  and  has  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

A.  Van  Vorhis.  There  is  no  class  of  biogra- 
phies which  is  more  interesting  to  read  than  that 
of  the  industrious  and  enterprising  farmer’s  boy, 
who  has  risen  unaided  from  a state  of  compara- 
tive poverty  to  a position  of  affluence  and  com- 
fort. Prominent  among  the  men  of  Portage 
township,  who  have  thus  laboriously  toiled  on- 
ward and  upward,  is  the  individual  of  whom  this 
sketch  is  written. 

Mr.  Van  Vorhis  was  born  in  Whetstone  town- 
ship, Crawford  Co.,  Ohio,  February  12,  1S50, 
and  is  the  eldest  child  of  H.  N.  and  Sarah  A. 
(Beck)  Van  Vorhis,  with  whom  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  In  the 
primitive  log  school  houses  of  that  day  he  re- 
ceived his  literary  training,  and,  when  not  in 
school,  he  aided  in  the  labor  of  the  fields  on  the 
home  farm  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  then 
returned  to  Crawford  county,  where  for  two  years 
he  was  employed  as  a farm  hand. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1S73,  in  Portage  town- 
ship, was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Van- 
Vorhis  and  Mary  J.  Long,  who  was  born  in  Me- 
dina county,  Ohio,  April  22,  1852,  and  when 
quite  small  was  brought  to  this  county  by  her 
parents,  Lewis  and  Polly  (Yonker)  Long.  Five 
children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife:  Alice  L. , who  is  now  Mrs.  F.  W.  Lem- 


; brich;  Aura  B.,  at  home;  a son  who  died  in  in- 
! fancy;  and  Albert  C.  and  Lewis  E. , also  at  home. 
At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Van  Vorhis  had 
no  property,  but  later  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Section  15,  Portage  township,  covered 
with  a dense  growth  of  timber,  and,  after  im- 
proving that  tract  for  some  time,  purchased  a 
farm  in  Section  33,  Center  township.  While  re- 
siding there,  in  March,  1886,  his  house  was 
burned  to  the  ground.  He  next  removed  to 
Plain  township,  and,  in  January,  1890,  returned 
to  Portage  township,  purchasing  fifty-four  acres 
in  Section  3,  which  still  continues  to  be  hishome. 
Four  years  later  he  built  his  comfortable  resi- 
dence, and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of 
his  place  denotes  that  the  owner  is  a good  man- 
ager and  systematic  farmer.  He  has  held  sev- 
eral minor  offices  in  the  township,  and  his  polit- 
ical support  is  given  the  Republican  party,  while 
religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

Joseph  S.  Enos,  one  of  the  highly-respected 
and  representative  citizens  of  Bloomdale,  has 
since  1S92  been  engaged  there  in  painting  and 
paper-hanging.  His  father,  Joseph  Enos,  was 
born  September  1,  1803,  near  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington, Del.,  of  Welsh-Irish  parentage,  and,  in 
1837,  was  married  in  that  city  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
I Shakespeare,  who,  though  native-born,  was  of 
high  English  parentage.  Her  birth  occurred 
May  ii,  1815.  The  parental  household  included 
seven  children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters, 
namely:  Caroline  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Robert  Cellar,  died  in  Jerry  City,  Ohio,  in  1874. 
leaving  three  children;  Mary  A.  is  the  widow  of 
John  Bosler,  and  now  makes  her  home  in  Toledo. 
Ohio;  Joseph  S.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth; 
George  W.  is  a painter  and  paper-hanger  of  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio;  Jennie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  My- 
ers, who  is  engaged  in  the  oil  business  at  Toledo, 
and  they  have  three  children;  Loraine  S.  married 
F.  C.  Horn,  a furniture  dealer  and  undertaker 
of  Bloomdale,  and  they  have  five  children;  Hen- 
rietta M.  is  the  wife  of  George  Adams,  an  exten- 
sive farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  Jerry  City.  By 
trade,  the  father  was  a millwright  and  miller, 
which  vocation  he  continued  to  pursue  until  1S45 
when  he  came  to  Ohio,  arriving  at  Fostoria 
in  November.  He  then  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death,  October  2,  1856,  which  was 
caused  by  typhoid  fever.  Two  years  later  h:s 
widow  became  the  wife  of  John  Cellars,  who  died 
at  Bloomdale  in  1SS3,  and  she  now  makes  her 
home  at  Fostoria. 

Our  subject  first  saw  the  light  of  day  at  New 


. 


■ 


' 


' 

. 


' 

i 

- 

\ - • if 

V 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


1 157 


Castle,  Del.,  March  S,  1845,  and  in  November 
of  the  same  year  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Ohio,  his  boyhood  days  being  passed  in  Perry 
township,  Wood  county.  His  primary  education 
was  there  received  at  the  Beech  sc’noolhouse,  his 
first  teacher  being  Mary  Jane  Halsey,  and  he 
later  attended  a school  taught  bv  Frank  W. 
Dunn.  In  1S62  he  entered  the  Fostoria  High 
School,  but  on  the  13th  of  June,  of  the  following 
vear,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  joined  the  First 
Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  in  many  skir- 
mishes and  foraging  expeditions.  He  was  an 
adept  at  the  latter.  For  example,  he  once  turned 
over  a barrel,  resembling  an  ash  barrel  set  up  to 
runoff  lye,  to  find  four  large  hams  roll  out.  At 
the  close  of  hostilities  he  was  discharged,  in 
August,  1865,  and  then  returned  to  his  studies  at 
Fostoria,  which  he  completed  in  1866.  He  then 
followed  carpentering  for  a time,  and  during  the 
years  1869  and  1870  engaged  in  school  teaching. 

On  September  29,  of  the  latter  year,  Mr. 
Enos  married  Miss  Martha  Johnson,  a lady  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  who  was  born  October  31, 
1848.  Three  children  graced  their  union — John 
J.,  a painter  living  at  Bloomdale,  is  married  and 
has  one  child;  Flora  E. , died  at  that  place  in 
1888,  from  dropsy,  originating  in  a diseased  hip 
joint  and  curvature  of  the  spine;  and  Glenn  D. , 
married  to  Scott  S.  Pelton,  a driller  of  Wood 
county.  Until  1SS2  Mr.  Enos  worked  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  in  Perry  township,  and  then 
came  to  Bloomdale  to  enter  the  shops  of  Bryant 
& Linhart,  .where  the  following  ten  years  were 
passed.  In  1892  he  met  with  an  accident  which 
came  nearly  costing  him  his  life.  He  caught  his 
right  arm  in  a saw,  which  completely  severed  the 
ulna  bone,  and  partially  the  radius,  and  though 
he  still  retains  that  member,  it  is  in  a crippled 
condition.  He  has  since  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  to  painting  and  paper-hanging  at 
Bloomdale,  where  he  has  built  up  a good  trade, 
and  there  has  a pleasant  home  on  Garfield 
street. 

Mr.  Enos  has  been  a lifelong  supporter  of  the 
Kepublican  party,  in  whose  ranks  he  is  an  earnest 
worker,  and  he  has  held  several  local  offices, 
ha  ving  been  constable  of  Perry  township  two 
terms;  clerk  of  the  same  township  three  terms; 
assessor  of  Bloom  township  three  terms;  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education  also  for  three 
terms;  and  at  present  he  is  serving  as  city  mar- 
shal of  Bloomdale.  He  is  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  special  school  district  of  Bloomdale,  and  has 
always  taken  a commendable  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs.  He  has  been  a worthy  member  of 
and  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 


Church  of  that  place  since  1866,  and  socially  he 
is  connected  with  Urie  Post,  G.  A.  R.  For 
eight  3'ears  he  belonged  to  the  Ohio  National 
Guards,  holding  the  rank  of  sergeant;  was  a mem- 
ber of  Bloom  Lodge  No.  406,  I.  O,  O.  F,,  fifteen 
years;  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars  at  Ted,  Ohio,  for  nearly'  ten  years. 
He  has  ever  been  a loyal  citizen,  faithful  to  his 
j country  in  days  of  peace  as  well  as  when  follow- 
i ing  the  old  flag  on  Southern  battle  fields,  and  he 
discharges  every  duty,  whether  public  or  private, 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner. 

W.  C.  Burdick.  The  subject  of  this  history 
is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and 
business  capacity,  and  now  owns  a good  farm  in 
Perry  township.  Like  a large  portion  of  the  go- 
ahead  men  of  Wood  county,  he  is  a native  of 
New  York,  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  March 
25,  1829,  and  his  ancestors  were  originally  from 
Calais,  France.  His  father,  Seth  L.  Burdick, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  when  a boy  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Oneida  county,  N.  Y. , 
and  at  Paris  Hill,  that  county,  wedded  Lydia 
Maltby,'  by  whom  he  had  six  children — Charlotte, 
now  the  widow  of  John  F.  Todd,  of  Saco,  Texas; 
Susan,  who  was  married  and  died  in  Montana; 
Morris,  formerly  a printer,  but  now  a proof-read- 
er of  New  Haven,  Conn. ; Augustus  P.,  a machin- 
ist of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. ; Lucy,  widow  of 
Henry  J.  Burdick,  of  that  city;  and  W.  C.,  of 
this  review.  The  mother  died  in  1S31,  and  in 
1836  the  father  removed  to  Niagara  Falls,  where 
the  following  year  he  witnessed  the  burning 
steamer,  “ Caroline,”  drift  over  the  Falls,  having 
been  set  on  fire  by  the  Canadians.  In  that  city 
he  followed  the  trade  of  millwright  and  there  died 
in  March,  1859. 

Our  subject  received  a common-school  educa- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  the  mill- 
wright’s trade  under  his  father.  He  was  very 
handy,  with  tools  and  for  two  years  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  carpenter’s  and  joiner's  trade 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , after  which  he  went  to  Gene- 
see county,  that  State,  where  he  built  a fine  farm 
house  for  a man  named  Barnes.  Later  he  was 
employed  at  carpentering  in  New  York  City  and 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  after  which  he  started  for 
Mississippi  City,  Miss.;  but  while  ai  route  he 
learned  that  yellow  fever  had  broke  out  there,  so 
changed  hismind and  went  to  Niagara  Falls. where 
he  worked  in  his  father’s  sash  and  blind  factory 
for  several  years.  Going  to  Buffalo,  he  was 
employed  by  his  brother-in-law,  II. ‘J  Burdick, 
for  two  years  at  car  building,  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  went  to  Niagara,  Canada,  where 
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he  was  employed  in  the  same  business  for  the 
Grand  Trunk  railroad. 

Several  years  previous,  an  acquaintance  of  our 
subject,  John  Bradner,  had  come  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  through  his  influence  Mr.  Burdick  located 
here  in  June,  1859.  He  was  accompanied  by 
the  brother-in-law  with  whom  he  worked  in  Buf- 
falo, but  that  gentleman  died  a month  later.  It 
had  been  their  intention  to  erect  a cabinet  shop, 
but  this  caused  a complete  change  in  the  plans 
of  our  subject,  and  at  Millgrove  he  erected  the 
first  steam  sawmill,  which  he  conducted  for  some 
time.  In  1870,  however,  he  removed  to  Section 
4,  Perry  township,  where  he  owns  a*qgood  farm  of 
forty  acres,  and  there  has  a pleasant  home.  He 
is  an  excellent  mechanic,  and  to  some  extent  has 
also  engaged  in  carpentering  since  coming  to  the 
county,  many  of  the  best  farm  residences  in  Perry 
and  adjoining  townships  standing  as  monuments 
of  his  skill. 

On  October  24,  1861,  in  West  Millgrove,  Mr. 
Burdick  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Cor- 
nelia A.  Willard,  a native  of  that  place,  born 
August  13,  1841,  and  a daughter  of  John  G.  and 
Malissa  (Peabody)  Willard,  the  former  born  in 
Trenton,  Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y. , February  2 5,  1S02, 
and  the  latter  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  November 
26,  1804.  The  father  was  a farmer,  merchant 
and  hotel-keeper,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1837,  he 
brought  his  family  to  Perry  township,  Wood 
county.  In  his  family  of  eight  children,  four 
sons  and  four  daughters,  Mrs.  Burdick  is  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  After  completing  her  edu- 
cation, she  taught  in  Bloom  and  Perry  townships 
for  $2.  50  per  week.  Seven  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife — Charles  W., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Helen  A.,  now 
Mrs.  Barton  Phillips,  of  West  Millgrove;  Freder- 
ick C.,  at  home;  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  Ralph  A.,  agent  at  Hatton,  Ohio,  for 
the  Toledo  & Ohio  Central  railroad;  and  Louis 
G.  and  Edgar  IT,  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Burdick  is  a Republican, 
though  at  one  time  he  was  a Know-Nothing,  and 
has  served  several  years  as  school  director,  taking 
a great  interest  in  advancing  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. Socially,  lie  is  a Mason,  and  religiously  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  They  are  frank,  opened- hearted  peo- 
ple, and  have  many  friends  throughout  the  com- 
mit nity. 


Isaac  Ackerman  was  born  in  Henry  town- 
ship, November  24,  [S46,  on  the  farm  which  is 
still  his  home,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of 
an  honored  pioneer  family.  His  father,  David 


Ackerman,  was  a native  of  Switzerland,  and.  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  started  for  America  with  his  par- 
ents, but  they  died  while  cn  route , and  were 
buried  in  the  ocean.  After  a six-months'  pas- 
sage, David  Ackerman  landed  in  New  York,  and 
went  to  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
bound  out  to  a farmer,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  there  married 
Catherine  Auwerter,  a native  of  Germany,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1838  removed,  with  his  family,  from 
Lancaster  county . to  Wood  county,  Ohio.  The 
boat  on  which  they  took  passage  caught  fire,  but 
they  reached  their  destination  without  loss  of  life 
The  father  entered  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Henry  township,  erected  a rude  dwelling  of  round 
logs,  but  afterward  replaced  it  by  a more  sub- 
stantial one  of  hewed  logs.  There  he  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  in  1S76,  his 
wife  having  passed  away  in  1875.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methcdist  Church,  and  she  was  a 
Dunkard  in  religious  faith.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Bevy,  who  died  in  childhood;  Fan- 

nie, wife  of  B.  L.  Peters,  of  North  Baltimore. 
Ohio;  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen: 

I Jacob,  a farmer  of  Michigan;  Catherine,  wife  of 
j Fergus  Hughes;  Lydia,  widow  of  Lewis  Bloom, 
of  Henry  township;  David,  a farmer  of  Knox 
countv,  Mo.;  Isaac;  Phebe,  wife  of  D.  Wiley,  of 
North  Baltimore;  Michael,  a farmer  of  Michigan; 
and  Millie,  wife  of  John  W.  Sterling,  of  Henry 
township. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  In  the  fall 
of  1865  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  12th  U.  S. 
V.  I.,  but  was  afterward  transferred  to  the  21st 
U.  S.  I.,  from  which  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge  in  1868.  Pie  was  engaged  in  doing 
j guard  duty,  being  stationed  at  Richmond,  Ya., 
at  Petersburg,  and  at  Fortress  Monroe,  where, 
for  six  months,  he  guarded  Jefferson  Davis. 
Later  he  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  a band  of  rob- 
bers in  Virginia,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp 
Hamilton.  Returning  home,  Mr.  Ackerman  fol- 
lowed farming,  with  his  father,  until  his  marriage 
In  Henry  township,  January  C,  1870,  he  wedded 
S Nancy  J.  Slaughterback,  who  was  born  in  Bloom 
township,  Wood  county,  October  10,  1 849.  They 
located  on  the  old  family  homestead,  and  their 
union  was  blessed  with  seven  children:  Lillian 

; G.,  wife  of  Loring  Leathers,  of  Findlav.  Ohio, 
j Franklin  L.;  Lulu  C. ; Margaret;  Calvin;  and 
I two,  Arthur  W.  and  Ray,  who  died  in  infancx 

From  his  father,  Mr.  Ackerman  inherited 
forty-four  acres  of  land,  and  afterward  purc!ias<  * 
thirtv-six  acres  of  his  brother,  so  that  he  now  ha- 
an  excellent  farm,  upon  which  he  has  made  m on 
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splendid  improvements.  His  present  commodi- 
ous home  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1S93.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  is  an  intelligent, 
self-made  man  and  highly  esteemed  citizen.  His 
wife  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

J.  D.  Philo,  a well-known  agriculturist  of 
Webster  township,  and  one  of  the  leaders  in 
local  affairs,  was  born  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1 854. 

Daniel  Philo,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneers  of  this  vicin- 
ity, was  born  in  1827,  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
where  his  father,  Hurlbut  Philo,  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  On  reach- 
ing Bis  majority,  Mr.  Philo  left  home  and  worked 
as  a laborer  for  three  years.  He  then  rented  a 
farm  of  200  acres  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  until  April,  1858,  when  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  settled  on  a farm  near  Ton- 
togany.  He  was  married  in  Erie  county,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1854,  to  Miss  Caroline  Marks,  a native 
of  England,  born  April  27,  1835,  who  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  when  she  was  seven 
years  old.  Of  this  union  seven  children  were 
born:  T D , subject  of  this  sketch:  Mary  is 

the  wife  of  Isaac  Emmett;  William  A.,  George, 
Ward,  and  William  L. , are  all  prosperous  farm- 
ers, and  Sarah  Jane,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of 
Job  Walker. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  district,  and  remained  at  the  old  homestead 
until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  started  in 
business  for  himself.  I11  1879  he  bought  twenty 
acres  of  land  near  Fenton,  to  which  he  added 
later  purchases  until  he  now  has  eight)’  acres 
under  cultivation,  with  fine  modern  buildings. 
He  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Maria  Fenton, 
of  Webster  township,  and  has  three  children, 
Lewis,  Fred,  and  Robert  Mr.  Philo  is  a man 
of  rare  geniality  and  kindness,  and  his  good 
judgment  and  ability  make  him  a popular  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party  of  his  township. 
He  was  a supervisor  for  a number  of  years,  school 
director  for  six  years,  also  a member  of  the  board 
of  education,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
as  trustee,  giving  general  satisfaction  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties. 

Samuel  Hyter,  of  Bloomdale,  has  accom- 
plished satisfactory  work  as  a farmer,  and,  hav- 
ing acquired  a competency  to  live  on  in  his  de- 
clining years,  has  retired  from  the  business  to 
make  room  for  younger  blood,  required  in  the 
active  life  of  a farmer.  He  was  born  in  what  is 
now  Carroll  county,  Md. , July  22,  1826. 


LI  is  father,  Jacob  Hyter,  was  also  a native  of 
i Maryland,  where  he  married  Margaret  Koontz, 
i and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children: 

1 Elias,  who  was  known  as  the  “ lame  schooirnas- 
! ter,”  being  crippled  from  white  swelling  from  the 
| age  of  three  years;  Ephraim,  a farmer  of  Henry 
county,  Ohio,  who  died  in  March,  1895;  Alice, 
who  became  the  wife  of  John  Longley  (after 
whom  the  station  on  the  Ohio  Central  railroad 
; was  named),  and  died  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio; 

Susan,  who  married  Hezekiah  Dern,  in  Mary- 
I land,  and  died  in  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Catherine,  now 
Mrs.  Samuel  Shunk,  who  resides  near  Westmin- 
ster, Md. ; Julia  A.,  who  first  wedded  G.  W. 
Crabb,-but  is  now  the  widow  of  John  Conley, 

; and  lives  in  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.;  Jacob,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Margaret,  now 
Mrs.  David  E.  Coe,  of  Perry  township,  Wood 
i county;  Samuel;  Abraham,  of  Bradner,  Ohio; 

1 and  William,  a farmer  of  Clinton  township,  Sen- 
eca county.  The  parents  were  both  of  German 
descent,  and  spoke  that  language  very  readily, 
j but  the  children  never  learned  it. 

On  October  18,  1839,  the  parents,  with  six 
of  their  children,  including  a married  daughter 
and  her  husband,  started  for  Ohio  with  two  two- 
horse  wagons.  The  father  had  disposed  of  all 
his  property  in  Maryland,  and  had  several  hun- 
. dred  dollars.  He  purchased  forty  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land  in  Pleasant  township,  Seneca 
county,  to  which  he  later  added  an  adjoining 
forty  acres,  and  there  died  at  the  age  of  seventy - 
I five  years,  his  remains  being  interred  at  Tiffin. 

His  wife,  who  survived  him,  lived  to  the  age  of 
j eighty  years,  and  was  buried  in  Perry  township, 
Wood  county.  She  was  a Methodist  in  religious 
belief,  while  he  belonged  to  the  German  Re- 
formed Church.  He  was  a strong  man,  never 
ill,  weighing  almost  two  hundred  pounds,  and,  at 
j the  time  of  his  death,  his  hair  was  not  yet  gray. 
In  the  success  of  the  Whig  party  he  took  an  active 
interest,  and  he  delighted  in  arguments  both  on 
politics  and  the  Scriptures,  on  which  he  was  well 
! informed. 

The  education  of  Samuel  Hyter  was  obtained 
principally  in  Maryland;  the  nearest  school  in 
Seneca  county  was  three  miles  from  his  home, 
and  he  was  allowed  to  attend  only  a few  weeks 
| in  the  winter  season,  as  through  the  summer 
months  his  services  were  needed  upon  the  home 
farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  securing  fort)  acres  of  land  in 
Jackson  township,  Seneca  county.  In  that  town- 
ship Mr.  Hyter  was  united  in  marriage,  on  Octo- 
ber 18,  1849,  with  Miss  Rebecc  1 McKee,  who 
| was  born  August  27,  1824,  in  Washington  conn- 
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ty,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(Scheller)  McKee.  Her  father  was  a native  of 
County  Down,  Ireland,  whence,  at  the  age  of 
nine  years,  lie  came  with  his  father,  John  McKee, 
to  America,  locating  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
son  was  married.  When  only  two  years  old  Mrs. 
Hyter  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  later  to  Guernsey  county,  where 
she  taught  two  terms  of  school,  and,  after  going 
to  Seneca  county,  in  I S46,  engaged  in  teaching 
for  one  term,  her  wages  being  but  $10.00  per 
month. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyter  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  the  old  “ Longley 
homestead,"  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county, 
and  she  spun  and  wove  the  cloth  for  the  family's 
use,  being  quite  an  expert  in  spinning  flax.  The 
children  that  came  to  brighten  their  home  are  as 
follows:  John  A.,  a farmer  of  Perry  township. 

Wood  county;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  Dr.  B.  R. 
Hubbard,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio-;  Emily  J.,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Redfern,  of  Perry  township;  Cora, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  .four  years;  William  A. 
and  Rolla,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Luella,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  They  have  an 
; adopted  son,  Earl  D.  Bossier,  who  has  lived  with 
them  from  the  age  of  four  weeks.  On  selling  his 
first  farm  of  forty  acres,  in  Seneca  county,  Mr. 
Hyter  bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  28,  Perry 
township.  Wood  county,  to  which  he  subsequent- 
ly added  until  he  at  one  time  had  200  acres. 
There  he  made  his  home  until  November  14, 
1882,  when  he  removed  to  Bloomdale,  where  he 
has  a commodious  brick  residence,  and  there  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  expect  to  spend  their  re- 
maining days  in  peace  and  retirement.  They 
are  leading  workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  they  have  contributed  liberally, 
and  Mr.  Hyter  was  one  of  the  building  commit- 

1 tee  at  the  time  the  present  house  of  worship  was 
erected,  and  is  now  trustee  of  the  Church. 

I 

C.  B.  Hatfield,  M.  D.,  a rising  young  phy- 
sician of  West  Millgrove,  is  a representative  of 
one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  Wood  county. 

Our  subject’s  birth  occurred  in  Perry  town- 
ship, December  2,  1861,  and  he  is  the  son  of 
John  S.  and  Johanna  fBunnell)  Hatfield.  Dur- 
ing his  youth  and  earl}-  manhood  he  remained 
\ upon  his  father’s  farm,  receiv  ing  in  the  meantime 
a substantial  foundation  for  an  education  in  the 
district  school.  In  the  fall  of  18S9,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years,  he  entered  Western  Reserve 
Medical  School,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  but,  before 
completing  the  prescribed  course,  was  compelled 
to  leave  school,  in  the  spring  of  1891,  on  account 


of  ill  health.  He  later,  however,  became  a stu- 
dent in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  at 
Louisville,  where  he  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1893- 

In  June  of  that  year,  Dr.  Hatfield  located  at 
West  Millgrove,  Wood  county,  where  he  has 
since  engaged  in  a successful  practice.  He  has 
won  his  way  to  the  regards  of  the  people,  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact  in  his  daily  rounds,  by 
his  ready  tact  and  kindly  sympathy.  At  Fcs- 
toria,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1892,  he 
j wedded  Miss  Caroline  E.  Simon,  a native  of 
Bloom  township,  and  a daughter  of  Stillings  Si- 
mon. A bright  little  daughter  blesses  this  union 
— Neva  V.,  born  August  5.  1894.  At  local  elec- 
tions the  Doctor  is  independent  of  party  lines, 
his  only  criterion  in  such  matters  being  that 
a proposed  measure  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives;  but  on  national  ques- 
tions his  sympathies  are  usually  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Joseph  G.  Starn,  a well-known  merchant  of 
Bowling  Green,  dealing  in  decorators’  materials, 
was  born  in  Gabon,  Ohio,  December  10,  1S53. 

His  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Mary  Starn, 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Wingard’s 
Corners,  Crawford  county,  coming  from  Penn- 
sylvania, where  their  son,  Samuel,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  in  1815.  He  was  married  in 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Dague,  a daughter  of 
Gabriel  Dague,  a hardy  pioneer  of  Medina  county, 
eighty-two  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
November,  1868.  For  some  years  the  young 
people  lived  in  that  county,  where  Mr.  Starn  was 
employed  as  master  mechanic  on  a railroad. 
Eater  he  moved  to  Crawford  county,  and  then  to 
Hancock  county,  farming  and  working  at  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  In  1 864  he  came  to  Perry  towiiship, 
Wood  count}1,  and  ten  years  later  went  to  Fos- 
toria,  where  he  died  in  1891.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  1823,  survives  him  and  resides  in 
Fostoria.  They  had  nine  children:  (1)  Rachel, 

deceased,  formerly  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Nievcl: 
(2)  Martha,  who  died  in  childhood;  (3)  Mahala, 
who  married  J.  H.  Nievel,  of  Tiffin:  4 Hannah, 
the  wife  of  J.  B.  Linhart,  a wealthy  farmer 
living  near  Van  Buren,  Ohio;  (5)  Joseph  G..  our 
subject;  (6)  Frank  and  (7)  Johnson,  residents  of 
Fostoria;  (8)  Thomas  C.,  who  died  in  early  man- 
hood; and  (9)  Edwin  Wilkins,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 20,  1895. 

Mr.  Starn  passed  the  first  five  years  of  his 
boyhood  in  Gallon,  but,  his  parents  remow:  4 
then  from  that  town,  his  education  was  obtain-  i 
chiefly  in  the  district  schools  of  Arlington,  Ohi  ■ 
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and  Perry  township.  Wood  county,  and  in  the 
In'gh  school  at  Fostoria.  At  the  last  mentioned 
place  he  learned  the  trade  of  decorator,  serving  a 
two-years’  apprenticeship.  His  employer  then 
put  him  in  charge  of  one  of  his  shops  where  he 
remained  until  1873,  when  he  went  to  Akron 
and  engaged  in  carriage  painting.  In  1878  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  for  some  time  fol- 
lowed his  trade  in  Bowling  Green.  He  was  mar- 
ried the  same  year  to  Miss  M aggie  Minear,  a 
native  of  Hancock  county,  born  September  29, 
1856.  They  have  one  living  child,  Harold,  their 
first  born,  Glennah,  having  died  at  the  age  of 
nine.  In  1S80  Mr.  Starn  moved  to  Fostoria  and 
forn^pd  a partnership  with  his  father  in  the  gro- 
cery and  queensware  trade;  but  about  a year 
later  he  sold  his  interest,  and  returned  to  Bowl- 
ing Green  to  work  in  the  auditor's  office.  The 
term  expiring,  he  began  clerking,  and  this  he 
continued  for  several  years  with  different  firms — 
fires,  failures  and  sickness  givin'g  him  a number 
of  unwelcome  vacations.  In  January,  1890,  he 
opened  his  present  store,  where  he  keeps  a well- 
selected  stock  of  paper  hangings,  paints  and 
artists’  supplies.  He  also  contracts  for  the  ar- 
tistic decoration  of  interiors,  taking  orders  in 
town  and  country.  He  has  a number  of  other 
business  enterprises,  and  is  a director  in  the 
Globe  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Colum- 
bus, a stockholder  appraiser  in  the  Indemnity 
Building  & Loan  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  and  owns  a 1 
farm  of  forty  acres  near  Bowling  Green. 

He  is  an  active  and  influential  worker  in  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
clerk  of  Plain  township  for  seven  years,  and  been 
trustee  of  Oak  Grove  cemetery  for  nine  years, 
serving  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  board, 
and  devoting  much  time  and  energy  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  grounds.  He  belongs  to  the 
fraternal  orders  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  P.  O.  S. 
of  A. 

George  Wagoner  is  well  known  throughout 
Lake  township  as  one  of  the  most  thorough-going 
and  enterprising  farmers,  pleasantly  situated  in 
Section  33.  His  birth  occurred  in  that  township, 
in  1844,  and  here  he  has  ever  made  his  home. 
His  parents,  Samuel  and  Catherine  (Shook) 
Wagoner,  were  natives  of  Franklin  county,  Penn., 
where  they  were  reared  and  married,  and  emi- 
grated to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  in  1S35,  making 
their  first  location  at  Stony  Ridge,  or  East  Em- 
pire House,  where  the  father  followed  blacksmith- 
ing  and  was  also  employed  on  the  pike.  He  en- 
tered 1 10  acres  of  wild  land  in  Lake  township, 
which  he  at  once  began  to  clear  and  cultivate,  and 


; made  his  home  thereon  until  his  death  in  1883. 

; His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1889. 

The  parental  household  included  nine  children, 

| namely:  Joseph,  who  joined  the  boys  in  blue 

during  the  Rebellion,  becoming  a member  of  the 
189th  O.  V.  L,  and  died  in  Alabama.  Samuel, 
who  was  a member  of  the  same  regiment,  with 
which  he  served  nine  months,  and  died  in  Lake 
township,  in  1894.  Mrs.  Sally  Crayo,  who  re- 
sides in  that  township.  Catherine,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Shook,  and  lives  in  East  To- 
ledo. Ohio.  Barney,  who  also  served  for  nine 
months  in  the  189th  O.  V.  I.,  and  now  resides  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Lake  township.  Jonathan, 
who  was  a member  of  the  same  regiment,  died  in 
Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  in  1891.  Isaac,  who 
served  for  three  years  in  the  111th  O.  V.  I.,  and 
died  in  Lake  township,  in  1S93.  George,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  order  of  birth. 
Henry,  who  also  belonged  to  the  1 r ith  O.  V.  I. , 
in  which  he  served  for  three  years,  and  now 
makes  his  home  at  Emporia,  Kansas. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Lake  township,  and  remained 
upon  the  home  farm,  until  his  enlistment  in  the 
Union  army.  In  February,  1S05,  he  joined 
Company  G,  189th  O.  V.  L,  for  one  year  or  un- 
til the  close  of  hostilities.  At  Camp  Chase,  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  he  was  mustered  in  and  was  first 
ordered  to  Nashville,  Tenn.  At  Huntsville,  Ala., 
the  regiment  was  engaged  in  guarding  railroads 
and  bridges  and  in  scouting,  until  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Nashville  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 
Mr.  Wagoner  at  once  returned  home  to  Lake 
township,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming. 
In  1875  he  located  upon  his  present  farm;  having 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  and  erected 
thereon  a good  brick  residence.  He  has  two  sub- 
stantial barns  besides  other  outbuildings,  one 
built  in  1S76,  which  is  iS.\2S  feet,  and  the  other 
36x50  feet  was  erected  in  1882.  He  now  has 
ninety-three  acres,  all  cleared  and  placed  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  neat  appear- 
ance of  the  place  indicates  the  progressive  and  en- 
terprising spirit  of  the  owner. 

In  1865,  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Wagoner  and  Miss 
Matilda  Baker,  a native  of  Stark  county,  this 
State,  and  a step-daughter  of  Levi  Baker,  who 
became  a resident  of  Lake  township,  but  is  now 
deceased.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Leah  Baker,  stid 
makes  her  home  in  this  township.  Six  children 
have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife-  - 
fames,  who  is  married,  and  resides  at  Stosn 
Ridge;  Mrs.  Laura  Truman,  who  lives  on  the 
home  farm;  Hallie,  also  at  home;  and  three 
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others  who  are  all  deceased:  Cyrus  G.  died 

April  18,  1872,  aged  two  months;  Dory  Edna 
died  March  9,  1883,  aged  three  years,  one  month 
and  twenty-five  days;  and  Gracy  Ellen  died 
March  29,  1883,  aged  five  years,  eight  months 
and  seventeen  days. 

Mr.  Wagoner  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  families  of  Lake  township  that  was  so 
well  represented  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  seven  of  the  sons  having  entered  the 
ranks  to  fight  for  the  old  flag  that  now  waves 
so  proudly  over  the  united  nation,  and  one  laid 
down  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his  country.  The  j 
political  support  of  our  subject  is  unswervingly  j 
giy^n  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  school  board.  He  takes  a 
just  pride  in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  his 
township  and  count}',  and  has  aided  materially 
in  its  improvement. 

John  A.  Creps  is  numbered  among  the 
county’s  pioneers,  and  for  fifty-seven  years  has 
been  identified  with  the  interests  of  his  locality. 
He  has,  therefore,  witnessed  much  of  its  growth 
and  upbuilding,  and  has  ever  borne  his  part  in  the 
work  of  progress  as  a loyal  and  devoted  citizen. 
He  was  born  in  Perrysburg,  this  county,  August 
24,  1838.  His  father  David  Creps,  was  a native 
of  Cumberland  county,  Penn.,  and,  in  1830,  was 
married  to  Rosanna  All.  They  came  to  Ohio,  in 
1831,  taking  up  their  residence  in  Perrysburg, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  tanning  leather  from 
1831  to  1847.  They  became  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Joseph,  deceased;  Amanda, 
wife  of  John  Mercer;  Shebna  S.,  deceased;  John 
A.;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Ryder;  Catherine,  de- 
ceased wife  of  George  Chapman;  and  David  R. , 
a farmer  of  Waterville,  Ohio.  The  father  of  this 
family  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  twenty- 
one  years.  His  death  occurred  in  1S68,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1878. 

In  the  district  schools  of  Middleton  township, 
John  A.  Creps  acquired  his  literary  education, 
and  subsequently  attended  the  Commercial  Col- 
lege of  Maumee,  graduating  from  that  institution. 
He  then  worked  in  a sash  and  blind  manu- 
factory at  Perrysburg,  and  after  a time  became 
the  owner  of  a controlling  interest  in  the  estab- 
lishment. Later,  he  sold  out,  and  from  1 8 5 S to 
1861  was  in  the  grocery  business  at  Perrysburg, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner, who  gave 
his  note  for  the  amount.  The  partner  afterward 
became  bankrupt,  and  Mr.  Creps  lost  over  $700 
through  the  transaction.  From  1861  to  1871  he 
was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  butcher- 
ing business  in  Maumee,  meeting  with  fair  success  i 


in  that  undertaking.  In  1871  he  returned  to  the 
homestead  farm  which  he  operated  for  his  moth- 
er until  her  death,  and  has  since  carried  it  on  m 
his  own  interest.  Pie  now  has  an  excellently 
improved  farm,  and  is  successfully  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  grain  and  stock. 

Mr.  Creps  is  a man  of  excellent  business  and 
executive  ability,  of  resolute  purpose  and  of 
great  force  of  character.  He  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  a poor  boy,  but  has  been  enterprising 
and  progressive,  and  is  now  the  possessor  01  a 
handsome  farm.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart 
Republican,  and  for  six  years  served  as  school 
director.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  18S8,  in  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Susanna  Carroll,  a native  of  Waterville,  Ohio, 
and  a daughter  of  James  Carroll,  of  Lucas  county. 

Joshua  Weaver,  an  agriculturist  of  energy 
and  ability,  is  a native  of  Bloom  township,  where 
he  still  resides,  belonging  to  one  of  the  pioneer 
families.  His  birth  occurred  August  17,  1849, 
and  he  is  a son  of  John  and  Harriet  (Martin 
Weaver,  both  natives  of  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  the  father  born  in  March,  1815-,  and_  the 
mother  December  26,  1814.  There  they  were 
married,  and  about  1840,  with  their  two  children, 
started  for  Wood  county,  Ohio.  The  father  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  28,  Bloom 
township,  from  Joshua  Swayne,  and  immediately 
began  its  improvement.  There  he  died  April  12. 
1S75,  and  his  wife  on  December  26,  1886.  They 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Weaver  cemetery,  which  is 
on  a portion  of  the  old  home  farm.  He  had  be- 
come one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  com- 
munity, owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  320 
acres,  240  of  which  were  in  one  body.  He 
always  took  quite  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  supporting  the  Democratic  party,  and 
held  several  prominent  positions,  including  those 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  assessor,  treasurer,  and 
trustee.  Although  not  a member  of  any  Church, 
he  always  contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of 
; several. 

In  the  family  were  the  following  children' 
Isaac,  who  died  after  reaching  manhood  in  Bloom 
township;  Joel,  of  Hancock  county,  W.  Ya. . 
Sarah  A.,  who  first  married  Cornelius  Howard 
later  became  the  wife  of  Conrad  Flaugher,  and 
• died  in  Bloom  township;  George,  a farmer  of 
Kosciusko  county,  Ind.;  James,  who  died  in 
Bloom  township  after  reaching  maturity.  Mar> 
L.,  who  died  while  young;  Joshua,  subject  of  tins 
sketch;  Thomas,  deceased;  Harriets.,  now  Mrs 
William  Nusbaum,  of  Hancock  county.  Ohio. 
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and  Emma,  wife  of  Samuel  Kochensberger,  of 
North  Baltimore,  Ohio. 

Joshua  Weaver  passed  his  early  life  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  which  he  now  owns  and  success- 
fully operates,  and  received  his  education  at  Dis- 
trict School  No.  9,  his  first  teacher  being  George 
Bronson.  After  completing  his  studies  he  gave 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  land,  and  now  has  a good  farm  of  forty  acres 
in  Section  28,  on  which,  in  1886,  he  erected  his 
present  comfortable  residence,  while  the  barns 
and  other  outbuildings  are  all  that  could  be . 
wished  for. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Weaver  and  Miss  Amy 
Wlwtacre  took  place  in  Bloom  township  on  Sep- 
tember 1 3,  1874.  The  bride  is  a native  of  that 
township,  born  June  12,  1 S 5 5 , and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (McCrorv)  Whitacre. 
To  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren: Mary  R.,  George,  Isaac  N.,  Alta  M., 

Earl  R.  and  Eloyd  J.  All  are  at  home  with  the 
exception  of  George,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Floyd  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
The  parents  are  active  members  of  the  Disciples 
Church  at  Eagleville,  and  are  true  and  sincere 
Christian  people.  In  politics  Mr.  Weaver  is  a 
strong  adherent  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  although  but  little  of  a politician. 
As  a friend  he  is  an  ardent  and  consistent  one, 
and  at  his  death  will  leave  to  his  children  the 
priceless  heritage  of  a good  name,  which  is 
to  be  chosen  rather  than  great  riches. 

M.  C.  Briggs.  Foremost  among  the  enter- 
prising business  men  and  capitalists  of  Bairds- 
town  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who,  though  he 
is  not  a native  of  the  county,  has  during  his  short 
residence  here  so  thoroughly  identified  himself 
with  its  best  interests,  and  demonstrated  his  abil- 
ity and  public  spirit,  as  to  receive  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  community.  He  is  of  “Yankee” 
ancestry,  and  displays  all  the  shrewdness,  caution 
and  energy  which  characterize  that  race. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  born  December  12,  1851,  in 
Plessis,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y. , where  his  parents, 
Clark  and  Margaret  (Spalsbury)  Briggs,  still  re- 
side. Only  two  of  their  children  lived  to  adult 
age,  the  other  being  Edwin  D.  Briggs,  a promi- 
nent resident  of  Bairdstown.  During  boyhood 
our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  vil- 
lage and  assisted  his  father,  who  was  a carpenter 
by  trade,  working  also  at  odd  jobs  as  opportunity 
offered.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  b • • m :!e,  king 
in  the  general  store  of  Yandeberg  N Avery,  at 
fifty  cents  per  day,  which  seemed  a small  fortune 
to  him.  It  required  twenty-six  and  one-half  days 


of  this  labor  to  secure  a new  overcoat,  and,  al- 
though it  was  by  no  mean's  of  the  best  material, 
he  took  great  pride  and  satisfaction  in  it.  After 
one  year  passed  in  the  store,  he  attended  a select 
school,  where  he  pursued  advanced  studies  and 
made  rapid  progress.  At  nineteen  he  began  to 
learn  the  trade  of  cheesemaking,  and  for  five 
years  worked  at  that  in  summer,  teaching  school 
in  the  winter.  From  boyhood  he  has  been  noted 
for  thoroughness  and  efficiency  in  any  work  he 
undertakes,  and,  therefore,  he  naturally  made  a 
success  of  his  cheese  making.  In  1875  he  re- 
ceived a gold  medal  and  $75  in  money  from  the 
Watertown  Dairymen's  Board  of  Trade  for  the 
best  sample  of  cheese  made,  the  contest  being 
open  to  New  York  State. 

On  March  15,  1S76,  Mr.  Briggs  was  married 
at  Plessis,  by  Rev.  William  M.  Holbrook,  to  Miss 
Amanda  Jones,  a native  of  Oneida  county,  and  a 
lady  of  fine  social  gifts.  She  was  a teacher  in 
Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  for  fifteen  terms.  They 
have  a bright  and  interesting  family  of  four  chil- 
dren— Tennie  C. , who  is  now  teaching  music  (she 
studied  music  under  Prof.  Billings,  of  Findlay); 
and  Carie  M.  and  Maud  C.  (twins),  and  Estella. 
Mr.  Briggs  came  to  Wood  county  November  17. 
1877,  to  take  a position  as  bookkeeper  for  the 
Dewey  Stave  Co. , at  Bairdstown.  He  discharged 
his  duties  so  satisfactorily  that  in  the  following 
year  he  became  manager  of  the  general  store 
conducted  by  the  company.  In  October,  1SS1, 
he  and  a brother-in-law,  William  A.  Jones, 
bought  this  store,  which  they  have  carried  on  ever 
since,  the  firm  name  being  first  M.  C.  Briggs  N 
Co.,  and  later  Briggs  & Jones,  They  now  own 
555  acres  of  land,'  of  which  405  acres  are  in 
Bloom  township,  seventy  acres  in  Perrysburg 
township,  and  eighty  in  Hancock  county. 

On  March  26.  1886,  the  Palmer  Oil  Company 
was  incorporated,  Mr.  Briggs  being  one  of  its' 
leading  members,  and  he  has  been  the  secretary 
from  that  date  to  the  present.  The  affairs  of 
this  company  have  been  managed,  with  unusual 
discretion  and  ability,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  companies  operating  in  Wood  county, 
where  they  hold  600  acres  in  fee,  and  4,000 
acres  under  lease.  No  less  than  125  wells  are  in 
operation,  and  the  average  monthly  output 
30,000  barrels.  They  drilled  the  largest  gas  well 
ever  put  down  in  Wood  county,  “The  Simon 
Well,”  on  the  N.  W.  J of  Section  29,  which  at 
this  writing  has  been  in  active  operation  lor  ten 
years,  and  is  still  a paying  investment.  The 
Company  have  also  extensive  interests  in  south 
eastern  Kansas,  where  they  have  40,000  acr  ■> 
under  lease,  and  are  operating  thirteen  wells. 
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ten  of  them  gas  wells  which  yield  an  average  of 
55,000,000  feet  of  gas"*per  day.  The  remaining 
three,  which  are  oil  wells,  are  not  yet  in  opera- 
tion. The  officers  of  the  Palmer  Oil  Company 
are  Andrew  Emerine,  of  Fostoria,  president;  C. 
E.  Palmer,  of  Fostoria,  treasurer;  William  A. 
Jones,  of  Bairdstown,  field  manager;  fames  S. 
Rodgers,  of  Toledo,  S.  Z.  P'oster,  of  Toledo, 
Will  iam  Hardee,  of  Toledo,  Joseph  L.  Wolcott, 
of  Toledo,  Andrew  Emerine,  of  Fostoria,  C.  E. 
Palmer,  of  Fostoria,  and  M.  C.  Briggs,  of  Bairds- 
town, directors. 

In  addition  to  giving  to  the  details  of  his 
business  enterprises  that  close  attention  which 
enures  success,  Mr.  Briggs  finds  time  to  keep 
well-informed  upon  general  topics,  and  to  take 
an  active  part  in  local  affairs.  He  is  a generous 
supporter  of  various  philanthropic  movements, 
and  contributes  to  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  a prominent  member.  He  is  a leader 
in  the  Republican  party  in  his  locality,  and  served 
a term  as  postmaster  at  Bairdstown  under 
Arthur’s  administration.  He  has  also  been  the 
clerk  of  the  village,  and  is  now  village  treasurer. 

Samuf.c  Knight.  Prominent  among  the  act- 
ive citizens  of  North  Baltimore,  as  well  as  influ- 
ential officials  of  Wood  county,  is  found  the. 
gentleman  whose  name  is  here  recorded.  Mr. 
Knight  is  a native  of  Guernsey,  one  of  the  Chan- 
nel Islands,  in  the  English  Channel,  having  been 
born  there  July  10,  1859,  a son  of  Thomas  W. 
and  Eliza  (Warren)  Knight.  The  family  came 
to  America  in  1861,  making  their  first  New  World 
home  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  on  Kelley’s  Island, 
and  here  remained  until  1872,  in  that  year  re- 
moving to  Sandusky  county.  Our  subject  re- 
ceived his  education  in  part  at  Sandusky  City, 
and  in  part  at  Clyde,  Sandusky  count}-,  remain- 
ing under  the  parental  roof  until  November  23, 
1882.  On  November  10,  18S1,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Hostetter,  who  was  born 
April  4,  1S63,  in  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Mary  J.  (Daugherty)  Hostetter. 
She  received  her  early  schooling  in  her  native 
county,  made  a study  of  elocution,  and  in  June. 
1895,  was  graduated  from  the  Cleveland  School 
of  Elocution  and  Oratory.  She  is  now  a highly 
efficient  teacher  in  her  chosen  profession,  having 
classes  in  Bowling  Green,  Fostoria  and  North 
Baltimore,  and  is  an  officiating  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Elocution  and  Oratory. 

Some  time  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Knight  took  up  their  home  at  M ungen,  Wood 
county,  and  were  residents  of  that  village  until 
1 866,  when  they  purchased  a farm  in  Henry  town- 


ship, from  ex-Gov.  Foster,  for  whom  Mr.  Knight 
was  land  agent  at  the  time.  On  this  property 
they  lived  until  1892,  then  sold  and  bought  a 
place  in  Milton  township,  which,  also,  they  re- 
cently sold.  In  the  same  year  (1892)  they  pur- 
chased a neat  home  on  Tarr  street,  North  Balti- 
more, where  they  have  since  resided,  and  where 
their  many  friends  enjoy  unstinted  hospitality. 

To  our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  was  born 
at  Mungen,  Wood  county,  November  23,  1 8 S 3 . 
one  child,  named  Earl  Alonzo.  In  his  political 
preferences  Mr.  Knight  is  a Republican;  in  1S91 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners of  Wood  county,  and  is  still  filling 
that  "incumbency,  having  been  re-elected  in  1894. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Knight  are  both  natives  of 
Virginia,  the  father  born  in  1831,  the  mother  in 
1833.  They  had  a family  of  two  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Mrs.  Knight’s  grandfather,  James 
Hostetter,  was  born  about  the  year  1800,  and 
his  widow  is  still  living,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of 
ninety  years. 

Lewis  Cramer,  a wealthy  citizen  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  now  retired  from  active  life,  was  born 
April  6,  1830.  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Louisa  (Moore)  Cramer. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  on  the 
paternal  side,  was  born  in  Germany,  and,  when 
ten  years  old,  came  to  America  with  his  parents. 
They  located  in  Pennsylvania,  in  what  was  then 
known  as  Penn’s  Valley.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  a soldier  and  pensioner  of  the 
Revolutionary  army.  Lewis  Cramer,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a resident  of  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  when  nearly  seven- 
ty years  of  age.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life  he 
was  a farmer,  and  a minister  in  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church,  afterward,  in  that  county,  operating 
a flouring-tnill  and  sawmill,  by  water-power,  on 
Walnut  creek.  He  was  one  of  a large  family  of 
children,  the  following  being  the  names  of  some 
of  them:  Lewis,  Philip,  john,  Michael,  Adam, 

Jacob,  George,  and  Sarah.  Lewis  became  the 
father  of  eight  children,  namely:  Jacob,  George, 
Adam,  Lewis,  Sarah,  Margaret,  Mary,  and 
Christina. 

Jacob  Cramer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1S0S,  was  married  in 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  to  Louisa  Moore,  who 
died  in  Fairfield  count}-,  in  1836,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three.  They  followed  farming  for  many 
years.  Jacob  was  three  times  married,  having 
five  children  b}  his  first  wife,  nameh  . Levi,  w ho 
died  in  Wood  county,  when  sixty-one  years  old. 
Susan,  married  to  Daniel  Knepper,  of  Fairfield 
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county,  and  died  when  about  twenty  years  of  age; 
Lewis,  our  subject;  Irvin,  who  enlisted  from 
Fairfield  county,  in  the  regular  army,  during  the  j 
Civil  war,  and  died  in  Libby  prison;  and  Louisa, 
married  to  Henry  Knepper,  and  now  residing  near  i 
Carey,  Wyandot  county.  Mr.  Cramer’s  second  ! 
marriage  was  to  Miss  Sarah  Derr,  and  of  this 
union  three  children  were  born:  William,  who 

died  when  seven  years  old;  Margaret,  who  is  I 
married,  and  residing  in  Lancaster,  Ohio;  Sarah,  j 
married,  and  living  near  Warsaw,  Ind.  Jacob  | 
Cramer’s  third  wife  was  Mrs.  Annie  Moore  (widow 
of  George  Moore),  by  whom  he  had  no  children. 
Mr.  Cramer  died  in  Ohio,  about  the  year  1873. 
Mrs** Louisa  (Moore)  Cramer,  mother  ol  our  sub- 
ject, was  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary  (Bright)  j 
Moore,  natives  of  Delaware,  and  who  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Fairfield  county,  where  they 
followed  farming.  They  were  the  parents  of 
several  children,  named  respectively:  John,  Lou- 
isa, Edward,  Abigail,  George,  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 
Levi,  and  Erwin.  The  father  was  a very  highly 
respected  citizen,  and  a leader  among  men. 
Both  parents  died  on  the  farm  they  had  settled  on. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
in  Fairfield  county,  remaining  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  father  until  he  was  some  twenty-two  j 
years  old,  when  he  moved  to  Hancock  county,  on 
to  a new  farm  whereon  he  lived  twenty-one 
years,  and  then  came  to  Wood  county.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three  he  married  Miss  Martha 
Carnes,  who  died  in  1S52,  and  December  13, 
1855,  f°r  his  second  wife,  he  wedded  Miss  Jennie 
Black.  In  1876  he  purchased  land  in  what  was 
then  the  suburbs  of  Bowling  Green,  but  which  is 
now  a part  of  the  city,  and  has  an  elegant  and 
comfortable  home.  He  has  spent  a busy  life, 
dealing  in  real-estate,  flour-milling  and  loaning 
money;  but  is  now  taking  his  ease  and  comfort, 
his  chief  occupation  being  to  look  after  his  prop- 
erty, and  his  interest  in  the  Union  Flouring  Mills 
of  the  city,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  proprietors. 
Mr.  Cramer  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
James  K.  Polk,  his  last  Democratic  vote  going 
for  James  Buchanan,  and  for  many  years  past  has 
exerted  his  influence  in  behalf  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  all  worthy 
causes,  and  is  highly  regarded  as  one  of  the  val- 
uable citizens  of  Bowling  Green.  Mrs.  Cramer 
was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  in  1838,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Sarah  (Bogart;  Black, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Fairfield  county, 
the  latter  near  Reading,  Penn.  Mr.  Black  was 
a wheelwright  and  chairmaker  by  trade,  and  1 
died  when  about  sixty-five  years  old,  a member 


of  the  United  Brethren  Church;  his  wife  died  in 
June,  1894,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Lemuel 
Black  was  the  son  of  John  Black,  who  was  of 
Scottish  descent,  and  whose  family  comprised  six 
children:  Lemuel,  Ira,  John,  Millie,  Susan,  and 
Catherine.  Mrs.  Cramer  was  the  eldest  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being  Maggie  and  Martin, 
both  deceased;  William,  living  at  Findlay,  Ohio; 
Elroy,  living  in  Smithton,  Mo. ; Elmer  and  Cloe 
K. , living  in  Hancock  county.  Mrs.  Cramer 
died  suddenly  at  Bowling  Green,  mourned  bv 
many  friends  by  whom  she  was  beloved,  and  held 
in  the  highest  respect  for  her  many  virtues,  her 
amiability,  and  her  sweet  disposition. 

J.  H.  Smith,  a retired  agriculturist  of  Jerry 
Cit}r,  was  born  November  13,  1817,  in  Mifflin 

township,  Richland  county,  on  the  “Black  Fork 
of  the  Mohegan  river.” 

John  H.  Smith,  his  father,  was  born  in  Fred- 
erick county,  Md.,  in  1789,  but  became  to  Ohio 
when  a young  man,  the  family  settling  in  Harri- 
son county.  During  the  war  of  1812  he,  and  a 
brother-in-law,  went  to  Richland  county,  and 
spent  their  time  making  improvements  upon  a 
tract  of  land:  they  returned  home  for  a supply  of 
clothing,  expecting  to  be  drafted,  but  while  there 
peace  was  declared.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  in 
Harrison  county  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Keefer,  aiso  a 
native  of  Maryland,  and  soon  after  moved  to 
Richland  county.  Of  their  ten  children  our  sub- 
ject was  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  but  the  eld- 
est living,  the  first  child,  Margaret,  having  died  in 
childhood;  the  others  were  Henry,  who  died  in 
Bloom  township;  Maria,  who  died  in  infanev; 
Jacob,  who  died  in  1859;  Elizabeth,  deceased 
wife  of  Asa  Brown,  of  Michigan;  Solomon,  still 
living;  Sarah  At,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  A., 
deceased  wife  of  David  Wirick,  of  Bloom  town- 
ship; and  Ellen,  deceased,  who  married  Abraham 
Myers. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  day,  such  as  they  were,  and,  as  the  eldest 
son,  found  no  lack  of  employment  at  home,  where 
he  remained  until  his  marriage,  April  22,  1841. 
to  Miss  Sarah  Wirick.  She  was  born  March  18. 
1822,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine  Spade 
Wirick,  early  settlers  of  Richland  county.  Thev 
began  their  housekeeping  on  land  belonging  to 
his  father,  and  their  shanty,  though  rude  in  con- 
struction, was  clean,  and  their  furniture  good  for 
the  time.  On  November  1,  1849,  Mr.  Smith 
moved  on  his  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Crane  town- 
ship, Wyandot  county,  all  of  which  was  m its 
primitive  state,  and  lived  there  for  over  two  years 
in  true  pioneer  style.  Game  was  plenty,  but 
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Mr.  Smith  was  too  busy  with  his  farm  work  to 
do  much  hunting.  Later  they  bought  a tract  of 
160  acres  of  wild  land,  which  they  cleared  and 
cultivated,  making  a hue  farm  which  they  still 
own.  He  also  has  seven  oil  wells  in  operation  at 
the  present  time.  Mrs.  Smith  has  been  her 
husband’s  faithful  helper  in  all  his  efforts,  and  he 
takes  manly  pride  in  acknowledging  her  share  in 
his  success.  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
all  of  whom  are  living:  Mary  married  William 

B.  Woolsey,  of  Wyandot  county;  Frank  H. 
lives  in  Cedar  county,  Mo. , Lodemia  married  S. 
P.  Balliet,  of  Wyandot  county;  Samantha  mar- 
ried Samuel  Suder,  who  died  seven  months  later, 

and  she  now  resides  with  her  parents;  Almarine 

r 

is  the  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Bowman,  of  Wyan- 
dot county. 


Although  now  advanced  in  years,  Mr.  Smith 
is  vigorous  and  well  preserved,  and  still  works 
occasionally  by  way  of  exercise.  Since  October 


ninety-one  acres  of  land  near  by.  He  has  never 
been  a believer  in  unnecessary  self-denial,  and 
while  he  has  saved  as  he  could,  he  has  always 
live'd  comfortably.  He  and  his  wife  have  been 
active  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  for  a num- 
ber ot  years,  ana  they'  take  a generous  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  others,  and  in  all  public 
movements.  Politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  a Demo- 
crat. 

George  D.  Chase,  a retired  agriculturist, 
came  from  Liberty  towmship,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  July  10,  1842.  He  is  the  son 
of  Justus  and  Mary  Ann  (Jones)  Chase.  Justus 
Chase  was  born  in  New  York,  August  29,  1817, 
and  went  to  Plancock  county'  with  his  parents 
when  he  was  thirteen  years  old.'*  He  was  mar- 
ried in  that  county  to  Miss  Jones,  who  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Penn.,  July  24,  1821. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  on  the  farm 
where  Mr.  Chase  resided  until  1895,  in  which 
year  he  went  to  Findlay,  the  mother  having 
passed  away  June  27,  1889.  They  reared  the 
following  children:  Martha  J.  married  William 

Bryan,  who  died  while  in  the  army;  George  D.  is  j 
the  subject  of  this  sketch:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
C.  Porter,  and  lives  in  Michigan;  Serelda  M.  mar- 
ried Isaac  Taylor,  and  now  lives  in  North  Balti- 
more; Mari'  M.  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thompson, 
now  living  in  Olympia,  Wash. ; Aretta  is  the  wife 
of  John  Osbourne,  of  Hancock  county;  J.  Z.  lives 
at  home;  James  W.  died  in  Chillicothe,  Mo  ; [ 
Robert  H.  died  at  the  old  homestead.  Grand-  | 
father  George  Chase  was  born  in  New  York,  and 
died  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio.  The  maternal  | 


grandfather,  James  Jones,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  also  died  in  Hancock  county'. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  when,  on  February  1, 
1862,  he  joined  Company'  G,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  Four- 
teenth Army  Corps,  and  served  nine  months  and 
ten  days.  He  again  enlisted,  on  February  10. 
1864,  in  Company  I,  21st  regiment,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles 
of  Chattahoochee  River,  Resaca  and  Buzzard  s 
Roost,  and  was  wounded  at  Jonesboro,  Ga..  Sep- 
tember 1,  1864,  by  an  exploding  shell.  After  the 
war  Mr.  Chase  came  home  and  located  on  a farm 
in  Henry  township.  Wood  county,  and  in  1867 
he  was  married  to  Mary  M.  Caskev,  who  was 
born  in  Henry'  township  December  10,  1846. 
They  became  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: John  W.,  born  December  14,  1867,  mar- 
ried Norah  Frederick  (they  live  on  a farm  and 
have  three  children,  Iva,  Edith  and  Naoma  Cleo  : 
Thomas  is  unmarried;  Edith  married  A.  C.  Se- 
guyne,  and  died  April  4,  1S94;  Mattie  A.,  and 
Clyde  H. 

Mr.  Chase  followed  farming  until  1873,  when 
he  went  into  the  sawmill  business,  continuing 
in  that  until  1890.  He  then  became  interested  in 
the  oil  fields,  and  at  present  has  a large  income 
from  the  wells  on  his  land,  which  he  leases.  His 
income  from  this  source  averages  over  $200  a 
month,  and  has  been  as  high  as  $1,700.  He  is  a 
Republican,  and  a member  of  the  U.  V.  U.  Mr. 
Chase  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  North 
Baltimore,  and  does  everything  in  bis  power  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resides. 

William  Dunipace,  one  of  the  honored  old 
pioneers  of  Webster  township,  has  dwelt  on  his 
present  homestead  for  the  past  fifty-eight  vears. 
In  his  early  manhood  he  took  up  a tract  of  gov- 
ernment land,  paying  therefor  $1.25  per  acre, 
and,  from  that  time  forward,  he  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  its  improvement  and  development . The 
place  was  heavily  timbered,  and  barely  five  acres 
a year  could  be  cleared  by  the  most  industrious 
efforts.  Mr.  Dunipace  helped  to  lay  out  the 
roads,  to  erect  school  houses,  and  in  other  ways 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  the  p irish 
of  Liberton,  Edinburghshire,  Scotland,  Janu.i> 
19,  1816 — his  parents,  W illiam  and  Margin 
(Gill)  Dunipace,  being  likewise  natives  of  that 
country.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  R 

ert,  Margaret,  Jeanette.  Isabella,  Mary  Mr- 
James  Muir),  James,  Annie,  and  Charles  Mar- 
garet was  born  January  4,  1813.  and  Januari  1 . 
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1836,  married  William  Weddell,  a mechanic, 
who  died  in  1843,  aged  thirty-two  years;  his  son 
George  is  deceased;  another  son,  William  is  a 
farmer  of  Webster  township;  his  only  daughter  was 
named  Margaret,  in  honor  of  her  mother.  Jean- 
ette, the  second  sister  of  our  subject,  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  the  next  sister,  Isabella,  was  born 
July  24,  1814.  Robert  and  James  are  deceased. 

On  March  28,  1834,  William  Dunipace,  Sr., 
and  his  family,  started  for  the  United  States  on 
a sailing  vessel,  and  for  eight  weeks  were  tossed 
10  and  fro  on  the  Atlantic.  Finally  landing  at 
New  York  City,  they  proceeded  by  way  of  the 
canal  and  the  great  lakes  to  Perrysburg,  Ohio, 
a raving  there  July  3.  In  that  place  the  father 
died  about  one  month  later,  in  his  fifty-fourth 
vear.  His  wife,  after  surviving  him  many  years,  | 
died  in  1878,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-three  j 
years. 

William  Dunipace  came  to  America  at  the  ' 
same  time  as  his  parents  and  brothers  and  sisters, 
and,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  was  early  obliged 
to  make  his  own  livelihood.  Pie  obtained  a posi- 
tion as  a farm  hand  near  Perrysburg,  and  worked 
for  $13.00  a month.  In  1S37  he  removed  to  the 
homestead,  which  he  has  since  cultivated,  and 
which  was  situated  in  what  was  formerly  known 
as  Freedom  township.  As  the  years  passed,  he  ; 
added  to  his  possessions  until  he  now  has  over 
five  hundred  acres  of  valuable  and  improved  land. 
He  experienced  all  the  hardships  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  a pioneer,  and  for  years  his  humble 
abode  was  in  a log  cabin,  18x24  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. Though  those  years  were  full  of  toil  and 
difficulties,  yet  they  were  not  unhappy,  as  he  was 
full  of  hope  and  ambition,  and  could  not  but  feel 
pride  in  the  success  which  he  was  achieving.  Mr. 
Dunipace  received  but  a limited  education,  as  he 
was  able  to  attend  school  only  until  he  was  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  and  he  has  had  to  rely  upon 
his  own  private  study  and  observation  for  the 
practical  knowledge  which  he  possesses.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican,  and  religiously  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  can  look 
back  upon  a life  well  spent  in  doing  good  to  his 
fellows,  and  is  now  passing  his  declining  years 
surrounded  with  comforts  which  his  toil  has  pro- 
vided, and  in  the  secure  enjoyment  of  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  his  many  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. 

George  Adams.  One  of  the  finest  and  best- 
conducted  farms  in  Bloom  township  is  the  result 
of  the  labors  of  this  gentleman,  and  if  is  also  the 
place  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  September 
18,  1855,  and  is  a member  of  a well-known  pio- 


neer family,  his  parents  being  David  and  Lucinda 
(Henry)  Adams,  who  were  married  in  this  countv. 
The  father's  birth  occurred  March  30,  1821,  m 
Beaver  county,  Penn.,  while  the  mother  was  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  December  27, 
1825.  The  former  came  with  his  father,  David 
Adams,  Sr.,  to  this  locality,  first  locating  in 
Montgomery  township,  but  in  April.  1837,  bought 
from  the  government  the  northwest  quarter  of 
Section  2,  Bloom  township,  making  his  home 
there  when  the  nearest  post  office  was  Fremont. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a remarkably 
active  man,  stout  and  robust,  and  was  one  of  the 
best  financiers  of  the  township;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  his  untimely  death  he  vvould  probably 
have  become  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the 
county.  He  served  as  trustee  and  school  director, 
always  voted  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
he  and  his  wife  always  attended  religious  service. 
He  departed  this  life  June  9.  1 866,  but  his  wife  long 
survived  him,  dying  February  1,  1895.  and  they 
were  laid  side  by  side  in  West  Millgrove  ceme- 
tery. Their  children  were  as  follows:  Emeiine, 

wife  of  Norrington  Beadall,  of  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio;  Henry,  a farmer  of  Portage  township; 
Sarah,  who  married  Peter  Landis,  and  died  in 
Perry  township;  Thomas  J.,  of  North  Baltimore; 
Mary  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Lorenzo  Hat- 
field, and  died  in  Bloom  township;  George; Almira, 
now  Mrs.  jerry  Blair,  of  Bloom  township;  Min- 
erva, wife  of  Erastus  Bosler,  of  Portage  town- 
ship; and  Madison,  a farmer  of  Perry  township. 

Our  subject  in  his  boyhood  received  the  edu- 
cation that  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood afforded,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
assumed  charge  of  the  home  farm,  while  two 
years  later  he  had  almost  absolute  control,  as  his 
father  had  died  when  he  was  only  eleven.  On 
December  29,  1S76,  in  Bloom  township,  Rev. 
Isaac  Feasel,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister, 
performed  the  wedding  ceremony  that  united 
the  destinies  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Miss  Etta  Enos, 
who  was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  Co., 
Ohio,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Enos, 
farming  people.  The  date  of  her  birth  is  July 
12,  1855. 

The  first  land  owned  by  Mr.  Adams  was  a 
tract  of  forty  acres  in  Section  4,  Bloom  town- 
ship; but  he  never  lived  upon  the  place  or  upon 
any  of  the  numerous  tracts  he  later  purchased, 
his  residence  always  being  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  he  still  cultivates.  In  the  spring  of  1S77 
he  began  its  operation  on  shares,  which  s\ stein 
was  continued  until  the  death  of  the  mother, 
whom  he  had  always  cared  for  like  a dutiful  son, 
having  the  greatest  regard  for  his  parents. 
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Besides  the  home  place,  which  comprises  seventy- 
two  acres  of  valuable  land,  he  also  owns  a half 
interest  in  the  celebrated  Alva  Thomas  farm,  in 
Perry  township,  which  is  the  acknowledged  ban- 
ner farm  of  Wood  county.  He  is  a wide-awake, 
progressive  business  man,  and  in  addition  to 
general  farming  also  deals  quite  extensively  in 
fine  stock.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of  horses, 
which  he  handles  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
has  sold  many  fine  animals.  In  politics  Mr. 
Adams  votes  for  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic 
pnity,  and,  although  nut  taking  an  active  part  in 
public  life,  he  conscientiously  performs  his  duties 
as  a good  citizen.  He  is  intelligent  and  public- 
sgjrited,  deeply  interested  in  the  advancement  of 
educational  affairs,  and  for  three  years  accepta- 
bly served  as  school  director.  His  excellent  wife 
is  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mrs.  Adams’  parents',  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Shakespeare)  Enos,  were  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
miller  in  the  East,  but  after  his  removal  to  Ohio 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
passed  away  October  2,  1856,  near  Fostoria,  in 
which  city  Mrs.  Enos  now  resides.  She  has 
been  a resident  of  Wood  county  for  over  fifty 
years.  She  is  the  mother  of  seven  children,  two 
sons  and  five  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing, one  daughter,  Mrs.  Carrie  Cellors,  having 
died  in  1 874. 

Frank  W.  Stratton  is  proprietor  of  the  gen- 
enral  store  and  a livery  stable  in  Portage,  and  it 
is  to  such  enterprising,  progressive  citizens  that 
the  upbuilding  and  welfare  of  a community  is  at- 
tributable. He  was  born  in  Monroeville,  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio,  February  13,  1852,  and  is  a son  of 
Matthew  T.  and  Jane  (Smith)  Stratton.  His 
early  school  days  were  passed  in  Milan,  Huron 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Plain  township, 
Wood  county,  where  he  continued  his  studies  for 
two  years.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  his  marriage.  His  parents 
lived  in  Plain  township  only  one  year,  and  then 
removed  to  Liberty  township,  where  in  1863  the 
father  purchased  165  acres  of  wild  land.  He 
erected  a rude  board  shanty  in  which  the  family 
lived  for  many  years,  and  then  made  more  sub- 
stantial improvements  upon  the  place. 

Mr.  Stratton  was  married  in  Weston,  June 
22,  1875,  to  Hattie  L.  Caswell,  who  was  born  in 
Michigan,  September  19,  1852.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  on  the  old  homestead — his  par- 


! ents  having  removed  to  Michigan — and  in  Jan- 
| uary,  1876,  our  subject  and  his  wife  took  up  their 
i residence  at  Averill,  Midland  Co.,  Mich.,  where 
Mr.  Stratton  opened  a general  store,  and  also 
speculated  in  lumber,  meeting  with  excellent 
success  in  both  undertakings.  On  the  expiration 
of  eight  years,  Mr.  Stratton  returned  with  his 
family  to  Wood  county,  and  established  a general 
store  at  WTeston,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  He  then  came  to  Portage,  where  he  es- 
} tablished  a general  mercantile  store,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1895  began  the  livery  business  which  he 
is  now  conducting. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stratton  have  four  children — 
Fred,  Charles,  Ler.na  and  Howard.  The  familv 
attend  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  our  sub- 
! ject  is  a member.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
j and  has  served  as  an  officer  in  the  township  for 
| many  years.  In  his  business  dealings  he  has 
i won  success,  and  is  the  owner  of  considerable  val- 
j uable  farming  land  in  the  county;  progressive 
j and  enterprising,  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  his  locality,  and  well  de- 
i serves  representation  in  this  volume. 

George  Doil.  Among  the  citizens  whose 
1 well-spent  lives  entitle  them  to  representation  in 
the  history  of  Wood  county  is  this  gentleman, 
who  is  a leading  and  influential  farmer  of  Henry 
| township. 

Mr.  Doil  was  born  November  9,  1858,  in  Sen- 
eca county,  Ohio,  son  of  Michael  and  Catherine 
(Souders)  Doil,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native 
of  Ireland,  the  latter  of  America.  The  father  came 
to  this  country  when  a young  man,  locating  in 
I Seneca  county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  farming. 
There  he  was  married,  and  about  i860  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Bloom  township,  Wood 
| county,  where  he  purchased  eighty-eight  acres  of 
I wild  land,  erected  a log  cabin,  and  at  once  began 
to  improve  the  property.  As  his  financial  re- 
sources increased  he  added  to  it.  and,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  owned  a valuable  farm  of  168  acres. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days 
j on  the  old  homestead,  the  former  passing  away 
in  March,  1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  while  the 
latter  died  in  1879,  aged  forty-five  years.  Their 
children  were:  Anna,  deceased;  George;  lame- 

deceased;  Emma,  wife  of  William  Pattee,  of  Tif- 
fin, Ohio;  and  Ella,  wife  of  James  Gilder,  of  Port- 
age township. 

George  Doil  was  only  two  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  Wood  county.  He  attended 
J the  district  schools  of  Bloom  township,  and  until 
his  marriage  gave  the  benefit  of  his  services  t>> 
his  father  in  the  development  of  the  old  home 
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farm.  On  April  2,  1S91,  he  wedded -Miss  Annie 
Shatter,  who  was  born  .January  25,  1870,  in 
Richland  county.  Ohio.  and  • was  educated  in 
Richland  and  Henry' counties.  They  began  their  ’ 
domestic  life  on  the  old  homestead,  and  there  re-,  j 
sided  until  March,  1894,  when'  they  removed  to 
North  Baltimore,  residing  there  the  succeeding 
year.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Doil  sold  his  inter- 
est in  the  old  homestead.  In  connection  with  his 
brother,  he  owned  246  acres,  which  they  sold  at 
$ioo  per  acre.  He  then,  in  November,  1892, 
purchased  his  present  farm,  comprising  160  acres 
in  Henry  township,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  while  the  well-  j 
tilled  fields  and  many  improvements  upon  the 
place  indicate  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  | 
owner.  He  located  thereon  in  March,  1895,  ar>d 
to-day  has  one  of  the  most  desirable  farm  proper- 
ties in  the  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doil  have  three  interesting  little 
children:  Mabel,  born  May  16,  1892;  George, 

born  May  21,  1894,  and  Reah,  born  May  25, 
1896.  Mrs.  Doil  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a most  estimable  lad)'. 
Mr.  Doil  gives  his  political  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  owes  his  success  in  life  to  the 
honest  pursuit  of  a persistent  purpose,  to  his  en- 
ergy and  sound  judgment,  and  to-day  he  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Winfield  Barber.  Among  the  native  sons 
of  Ohio  who  well  deserve  representation  in  this 
volume,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  and  who  in  all  the  relations  of  life 
has  proved  himself  a valued  citizen.  He  was 
born  in  Seneca  county,  March  19,  1836.  His 
father,  Jonathan  Barber,  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  only  child  of  Joseph 
Barber,  a farmer  of  the  Empire  State,  who 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Jonathan  learned  the  shoe-maker's  trade,  which 
he  afterward  followed  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing. In  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y. , he  married 
Esther  Millerman,  and  located  in  Steuben  coun- 
ty, that  State.  In  1848  he  brought  his  family  to 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  making  the  journey  by 
wagon,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  came  to  Wood 
county,  locating  on  forty  acres  of  land  in  Milton 
township.  His  death  occurred  in  1855,  and  his 
wife  survived  him  fifteen  years.  " Their  children 
were:  Rachel,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  An- 
nobel,  and  died  in  Medina  county,  Ohio;  Han- 
nah, who  became  the  wife  of  Amos  Knapp,  and 
‘lied  in  Michigan;  Nancy,  who  died  in  Steuben 
county,  N.  Y. , and  was  the  wife  of  George  Bird; 
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Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of  William  Brower,  and 
died  in  Steuben  county;  Joseph,  William  and 
Jonathan  who  are  residents  of  Michigan;  Israil 
is  a resident  of  Oklahoma;  Chauncey,  who  mys- 
teriously disappeared  in  1894  and  has  never  been 
hearcl  from  since;  Betsy,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Clark,  and  died  in  Medina  countv;  and 
Winfield. 

Our  subject  is  indebted  to  the  district  schools 
for  his  education.  At  the-  age  of  eighteen  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  and  in 
1857  he  left  home,  going  to  Hancock  county, 
where  he  worked  through  the  winter,  then  rented 
a farm  of  his  brother  in  Lenawee  county,  Mich. 
After  Operating  that  farm  for  two  years,  he  re- 
turned to  Hancock  county,  where  he  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  -and  carpentering.  In  1861 
he  was  found  among  the  loyal  defenders  of  the 
Union,  enlisting  in  Company  F,  21st  O.  Y.  I.,  un- 
der Capt.  Alban.  He'  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Ivy  Mountain,  Stone  River,  and  Resaca,  and 
on  August  9,  1864,  was  transferred  to  the  1st 
United  States  Engineer  Corps.  ' On  September 
28,  1863,  while  building  a corduroy  road,  he  was 
quite  severely  injured  by  a log  falling  on  his 
chest.  He  served  sixteen  months  in  the  pioneer 
brigade,  under  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and  when  the 
war  was  over  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

Mr.  Barber  was  married  in  Hancodk  county. 
February  21,  1864,  to  Elizabeth  Fox,  a native 
of  that  county,  and  in  186S  they  came  to  Wood 
county,  where  our  subject  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  living  first  in  a log  house.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  ditching,  and  is  num  - 
bered among  the  industrious,  progressive  citizens 
of  the  community.  His  wife  died  July  8,  1892, 
leaving  two  children — George,  at-  home;  and 
Nora,  wife  of  Elder  Salisbury,  of  Milton  town- 
ship. On  January  28,  1894,  Mr.  Barber  married 
Sarah  Jane  Kramer,  widow  of  Emmet  Thomas. 
In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  his 
religious  belief  is  in  harmony  with  the  doctrine  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  His  success  in  life 
is  the  result  of  his  own  exertions. 

Isaac  J.  Dent,  a prominent  resident  of  Fen- 
ton, is  a native  of  Cambridgeshire,  England,  born 
April  1,  1S48.  Charles  Dent,  his  father,  wa> 
also  born  in  England,  and  was  married  there  to 
Miss  Frances  Johnston.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  family  in  1833,  locating  first  on  a 
farm  in  Medina  county,  Ohio.  He  afterward 
lived  for  a short  time  in  Lorain  count)',  but  final!) 
settled  in  Wood  county,  where  he  died  Novem- 
ber 6,  1872,  his  wife  having  passed  away  ten 
years  previous.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
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this  worthy  pioneer  couple:  Sarah,  the  wife  of 

George  Bell;  Mary,  who  married  John  Whitney, 
a carpenter  in  Lorain  county;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  Charles  Bales,  of  Kipton;  Isaac,  our  subject; 
George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three; 
Lutisha;  and  Adolphus,  a resident  of  Kipton, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Dent  was  only  six  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Ohio,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  mainly 
in  Medina  and  Lorain  counties.  He  worked  for 
two  years  as  a farm  laborer,  and  then,  in  1S69, 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  bought  forty  acres  of 
land,  improving  and  adding  to  it,  until  he  now 
has  a tine  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  also  carries 
on  & general  supply  store  and  for  eleven  years 
has  been  postmaster  at  Fenton.  Energetic,  pro- 
gressive and  honest,  he  holds  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  entire  community,  which  he  has 
served  as  school  director,  and  supervisor,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  other  important  trusts.  On  July  1 1 , 
1S71,  he  was  married,  in  Webster  township,  to 
Miss  Martha  Emmett,  a native  of  Huron  county, 
and  a daughter  of  P.  G.  Emmett,  of  Fenton. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Mary 

F. , a young  lady  of  fine  mental  gifts  and  rare 
womanliness,  is  a teacher,  and  also  assists  her 
father  in  conducting  the  store;  Emily  and  Ida  are 
attending  school.  The  family  are  active  and 
prominent  workers  in  the  U.  B.  Church  of 
Webster. 

James  Caskie,  a farmer,  was  born  in  Wig- 
townshire, Scotland,  March  17,  1834,  and  is  the 
son  of  Alexander  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Caskie. 
Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools  in  the 
old  country  continuously  until  fourteen  years  old, 
at  which  time  he  worked  on  the  farm  in  summer 
and  went  to  school  in  the  winter.  In  the  fall  of 
1853  he  carried  out  an  idea  that  he  had  enter- 
tained for  some  time,  that  of  coming  to  America, 
where  there  was  a better  chance  of  getting  a 
home,  which  he  must  do  by  his  own  efforts.  In  j 
October,  1853,  he  left  Liverpool  on  the  sailing  I 
vessel  “ Schackmaxon,"  and  after  a voyage  of 
seven  weeks,  landed  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn., 
where  he  had  an  acquaintance  in  the  slate  quar- 
ries. Here  he  secured  his  first  employment  and 
received  seventy-five  cents  a day  in  winter,  and 
one  dollar  in  summer.  After  working  there  one 
year  he  left  for  the  West,  and  located  at  Carey, 
Ohio,  working  on  a farm  near  that  place,  where 
he  received  $8  a month  in  the  winter  season,  and 
$i3  a month  in  the  summer. 

On  March  17,  1855,  Mr.  Caskie  was  married 
at  Carey,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Matilda  Smith,  a native  of 
Scotland,  where  she  was  born  October  5.  1835,  1 


the  daughter  of  James  and  Martha  (Elder)  Smith. 
Her  father  was  Scotch,  and  was  an  officer  in  the 
British  army  for  many  years.  After  marriage  our 
subject  located  near  Carey,  Ohio,  on  a rented 
farm,  where  he  lived  until  the  fall  of  1859.  In  1857 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  18, 
Montgomery  township,  then  in  a primitive  condi- 
tion, for  which  he  paid  $200,  going  in  debt  for 
part  of  the  amount.  In  order  to  meet  the  last 
payment  he  - was  obliged  to  return  to  the  slate 
quarries  of  Pennsylvania,  where  wages  were 
higher,  and  where  he  stayed  one  year.  In  the 
fall  of  i860  Mr.  Caskie  made  the  last  payment  on 
his  land,  to  which  he  moved.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily lived  in  a cabin  made  of  round  logs,  which 
was  the  first  home  oursubject  could  call  his  own. 
A portion  of  his  farm  was  wet  and  swampy,  and 
a small  part  of  it  was  sandy,  and  on  the  latter  he 
raised  his  first  crop,  fifty  bushels  of  wheat.  He 
farmed  other  lands,  and  was  in  this  way  able  to 
support  his  family.  He  added  sixty  acres  to  his 
other  land  and  built  a larger  log  house,  which 
was  his  home  until,  in  1883,  he  moved  to  his 
present  place  of  residence,  where  he  has  120 
acres  of  good  land  and  a fine  house,  all  the  im- 
provements on  the  place  being  made  by  Mr. 
Caskie. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caskie  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Mary,  December  22,  1856, 

married  Albert  Faatz,  of  Montgomery  township, 
and  they  have  two  children;  Martha,  May  3, 

1 8 5 S , became  the  wife  of  F.  T.  Hedge,  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Alexander  R.,  August  21,  1861,  married  Miss 

Emma  Sutton  (they  live  in  Jerry  City  and  have 
one  child);  William  C. , October  7,  1S63,  a 

farmer  of  Perry  township,  married  May  Wet- 
more,  and  they  have  five  children;  John,  De- 
cember 9,  1865,  married  Frankie  Spielman,  and 
lives  in  Toledo  (they  have  one  child);  Daisy,  May 
9,  1 868,  married  William  Odell,  of  Montgomery 
township;  James  R. , March  29,  1872,  died  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1873;  Milton,  August  1,  1875,  is  at 
home.  In  18S2  Mr.  Caskie  went  to  Scotland 
and  revisited  the  scenes  of  his  childhood,  after  an 
absence  of  twenty-nine  years,  spending  six  week- 
there.  He  went  over  on  “The  City  of  Rome 
and  returned  on  “The  City  of  Berlin." 

Politically  Mr.  Caskie  is  a Republican,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Lincoln's  second  term.  He 
has  served  his  party  in  various  offices,  among 
them  being  township  trustee  and  school  direct  s. 

1 holding  the  latter  position  for  over  twenty  ytar>. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  steward  and  is  at 
present  one  of  the  trustees. 
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Alexander  Caskie  was  a laborer,  and  made  his 
living  by  farming  and  working  by  the  day.  Our 
subject  was  the  only  child.  In  1854  he  brought 
his  wife  to  the  United  States,  and  one  week  after 
their  arrival  Mrs.  Caskie  died  at  Slatington, 
Penn.  Mr.  Caskie  lived  with  his  son  until  his 
death  at  the  latter's  home  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  is 
buried  at  Prairie  Depot.  Thegrandfather  of  our 
subject  was  David  Caskie,  a farmer. 


V.  R.  Porter,  a wealthy  retired  farmer,  re- 
siding at  Bowling  Green,  was  born  August  1. 
1837,  ivr  Chautauqua,  New  York. 

Plis  father,  Truman  Porter,  was,  a native  of 
Vermont,  born  in  i8or,  and  left  his  native  hills 
in  early  manhood,  to  carve  out  for  himself  a fort- 
une in  the  West.  Locating  first  in  Pennsylvania, 
he  met  his  future  wife,  Miss  Maria  Darrow,  who 
was  born  there  in  1812.  They  were  married,  and 
a few  years  later  came  to  Ohio,  settling  upon  a 
farm  in  Ottawa  county,  where  they  lived  seven- 
teen years.  In  1847  they  moved  to  a farm  in 
Plain  township,  Wood  county,  near  Bowling 
Green,  where  Mr.  Porter,  Sr.,  died  in  1S7S,  and 
the  farm  is  now  owned  by  our  subject. 

V.  R.  Porter  was  just  entering  manhood  when 
his  parents  came  to  Wood  county.  On  January  1, 
1858,  he  married  Miss  Lydia  A.  Sizer,  who  was 
born  in  Huron  county  in  1835.  They  went  to 
housekeeping  on  a rented  farm  in  Portage  town- 
ship, making  their  household  furniture  out  of  dry- 
goods  boxes,  and  building  a stove  out  of  “ nigger 
heads.”  After  one  year  they  moved  to  Plain 
township,  but  returned  the  following  year  to  Port- 
age. p'ortune’s  frowns  had  but  little  effect  upon 
the  happy  young  couple,  and  they  worked  hard, 
and  soon  began  to  prosper.  In  1 863  they  bought 
a farm  in  Plain  township,  in  the  corporation  of 
Bowling  Green.  Finding  a good  opportunity  to 
sell,  they  did  so,  and  for  some  time  Mr.  Porter 
speculated  in  a small  way  in  real  estate,  “ coming 
out  ahead  ” on  ever}'  deal.  The  proceeds  of  the 
first  sale  bought  sixteen  acres  in  Plain  township. 

I he  price  of  that  bought  fort}'  acres  in  Weston 
township,  and  when  that  was  sold  Mr.  Porter 
purchased  sixty  acres  in  Portage  township,  which 
he  still  owns.  He  has  since  bought  other  prop- 
erty, including  forty-two  acres  in  Plain  township, 
and  at  the  present  time  owns  1 59.1,  acres  in  dif- 
ferent places,  upon  which  he  has  three  good  oil 
wells.  His  first  wife  died  in  1877,  leaving  four 
children.  (1)  Sophronia,  now  deceased,  born 
December  11,  1862,  married  Edward  Woodruff, 
°f  Michigan,  and  had  two  children,  of  whom  only 
one  — Linnie  — is  now  living.  (2)  William,  born 


November  15,  1864,  married  Miss  Rosa  Freen, 
and  lives  in  Jackson  township.  They  have  one 
child.  (3)  Milo,  born  July  18,  1866,  married 
Miss  Sadie  Kromer,  and  resides  in  Center  town- 
ship; three  children  were  born  to  them  — Archie, 
Claude,  and  Ina.  (4)  Rosa,  born  January  10.  1868, 
married  Charles  Strubble  and  lives  on  the  old 
farm  in  Portage  township;  they  have  three  daugh- 
ters— Linnie,  Vernie,  and  Hazel.  Mr.  Porter 
married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Jennie  Miner, 
who  was  born  in  Michigan  in  1850.  She  died  in 
1893.  Of  their  three  children,  one  died  in  in- 
fancy; the  others  are  — Fred  IT.  born  December 
17,  1882,.  and  Ada,  born  April  19,  1885. 

Mr.  Porter's  present  wife  was  Miss  Ina  Dan- 
iels, who  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y. , July 
4,  1859.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Bowling  Green,  and 
take  a prominent  part  in  the  social  and  philan- 
thropical  enterprises  in  the  community,  using 
their  wealth  to  advance  every  good  cause.  Mr. 
Porter  is  a Republican,  politically,  but  has  never 
sought  office.  He  has  now  reached  a point  where 
his  past  hardships  can  be  surveyed  with  satisfac- 
tion, as  a sharp  contrast  to  the  present,  although, 
with  youth,  and  all  its  blessings,  and  with  hope 
to  gild  the  future,  life  was  happy  then. 

Charles  Roper,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Webster  township,  residing  near  Fenton,  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  England.  June  9,  1830. 
Noah  Roper,  his  father,  who  was  by  occupation 
a laborer,  married  Miss  Lucy  Dorr,  also  a native 
of  England,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  our 
subject  being  the  eldest.  Four  others  grew  to 
maturity,  Eliza  (now  deceased);  Ann  (married), 
George,  Fannie,  and  four  died  in  infancy.  Both 
parents  died  in  England. 

Mr.  Roper  availed  himself  of  the  educational 
opportunities  afforded  by  the  schools  near  his 
home.  In  1855  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Em- 
mett, who  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  April  8, 
1829.  He  worked  as  a laborer  until  iS56,when, 
desiring  a better  outlook  in  life,  he  emigrated  to 
America.  He  first  located  in  New  Castle  countv, 
Del.,  but  a year  later  came  to  Erie  countv,  Ohio, 
and  worked  upon  a farm  for  a year.  In  1861. 
he  bought  twenty  acres  of  land  in  this  countv, 
which  formed  a nucleus  for  his  present  fine  farm 
of  sixty  acres.  His  time  mainly  is  devoted  to  dairy- 
ing and  stock  raising.  His  energy  and  wise  man- 
agement have  met  reward,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  community. 
He  is  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Luckey 
Creamery  Company.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  The}  have 
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had  five  children,  whose  names  with  dates  of 
b:rth  are  here  given:  Lucy  A.,  May  4,  1857, 

married  Robert  Forrester;  Perry.  January  23, 
1859,  is  a farmer  in  Webster  township;  Jeannette. 
May  24,  1867,  is  now-deceased;  Mary,  February 
8,  1S70,  married  Anthony  Siefert,  of  Webster 
township;  and  Charles,  June  28,  1865,  died  in 
infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Roper  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
takes  an  influential  pari  in  local  affairs.  He  has 
served  two  terms  as  -supervisor  and  trustee  of  his 
township. 

^Iarry  Maidlow.  Among  the  native  sons  of 
Maryland,  who  have  emigrated  westward  in 
search  of  homes,  and  have  become  valued  and 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  localities  in  which  they 
reside,  is  numbered  this  gentleman.  A son  of 
Charles  and  Sarah  (Care)  Maidlow,  he  was  born 
in  Baltimore,  Md.,  February  12,  1S59.  His 
father  was  born  near  Evansville,  Ind.,  in  1S21, 
and  during  his  childhood,  went  with  his  parents 
to  the  Oriole  City,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
brick  laying,  and  also  engaged  in  clerking  in  that 
city.  There  he  was  married  to  one  of  the  native 
daughters  of  Baltimore.  Her  death  occurred 
June  25,  1885,  and  the  father  has  also  passed 
away.  Their  children  were  Isabel,  who  died  in 
infancy;  James,  who  died  in  childhood;  Mary, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Brooks,  and  died 
in  Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Charles,  who  died  in 
Baltimore,  Md. ; Kate,  wife  of  James  Bowers; 
Harry;  and  Edward,  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Maidlow,  of  this  sketch,  acquired  a good 
education  in  his  native  city,  and  entered  upon 
his  business  career  with  his  father,  in  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  produce  business.  He  afterward 
engaged  in  traveling  for  several  years,  and  was 
married  in  Baltimore  in  1887,  to  Miss  Mary 
Maidlow.  The  lady  was  born  in  Vanderburg 
county,  Ind.,  April  24,  1863,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Earl)  Maidlow,  who  re- 
side near  Evansville,  Ind.  Our  subject’s  wife 
had  always  remained  at  home  until  her  marriage, 
and  was  one  of  a family  of  eleven  children — 
John,  who  died  in  childhood.  Leslie,  Alice,  Will- 
iam. Maria,  Emma,  Mary,  Kate,  Fannie,  Rich- 
ard and  Elizabeth. 

In  1S89,  Harry  Maidlow  removed  with  his 
wife  to  L.iberty  township.  Wood  county,  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  the  greater  part 
of  which  was  still  wild  and  unimproved.  He 
erected  a good  residence  and  substantial  out- 
buildings, and  now  has  one  of  the  valuable  and 
desirable  farms  of  the  community,  his  land  being 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  The  home  is 


I blessed  by  the  presence  of  two  daughters — Sarah 
and  Ruth.  Mr.  Maidlow  has  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortunes.  All  that  he  has.  has  been 
secured  through  his  own  efforts,  and  his  diligence 
and  enterprise  have  been  the  factors  in  his  suc- 
cess. 

F.  G.  Ensminger,  the  efficient  and  capable 
foreman  of  . the  Dewey  Stave  Company,  of 
Bairdstown,  Wood  county,  is  a native  of  Han- 
; cock  count}',  Ohio,  born  in  Van  Buren  Februarv 
22,  1862,  son  of  A.  G.  and  Lucy  (Ishman 
Ensminger.  By  occupation  the  father  was  a 
carpenter  and  cooper.  He  reared  a large  family 
! of  children.  He  is  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  under  the 
parental  roof,  receiving  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  when  a child  was  brought  by 
: his  parents  to  Bairdstown,  arriving  soon  after 
the  village  had  been  laid  out.  He  remained  at 
home  until  his  marriage,  which  important  event 
occurred  May  3,  1888,  Miss  Frances  E.  Ault  be- 
! coming  his  wife.  She  is  a native  of  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  John  Ault,  an  agri- 
! culturist,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children — Ralph  W..  Bertha 
; and  Elsie.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr. 
Ensminger  was  engaged  in  drilling  water  wells, 
which  business  he  continued  to  follow  for  three 
years,  and  in  Bairdstown  began  his  domestic 
life.  He  later  entered  the  employ  of  the  Dewey 
Stave  Company,  where  he  had  previously  worked. 

1 and  has  since  remained  with  that  firm,  with  the 
1 exception  of  fix  e months,  when  he  was  hired  by 
the  Montpelier  Stave  Company.  In  June,  1 894. 
he  was  made  foreman,  and  is  now  filling  that  im- 
portant position  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
; cerned.  It  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  plants 
of  the  kind  in  the  county,  and  he  enjoys  the 
highest  confidence  of  his  employers. 

Mr.  Ensminger  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  of  Bairdstown,  was  treasurer  for  one 
term,  and  in  1894  was  elected  city  marshal.  His 
public  as  well  as  his  private  duties  are  always 
faithfully  discharged.  He  uses  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
! Republican  party.  He  is  a straightforward,  up- 
right gentleman,  highly  regarded  by  all.  and  oik 
who  has  fought  his  own  life's  battle  unaided  from 
boyhood. 

Frederick  Wm'MER.  Among  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  reliable  citizens  of  foreign  birth,  wlm 
make  their  home  in  Bowling  Green,  is  to  be  found, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  the  son 
David  and  Mary  Maitrot)  Wittmer,  who  wc 
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natives  of  France,  where  the  former  was  born  in 
1S05,  aid  died  in  1873.  He  was  a batcher  by 
occupation,  and  carried  on  a meat  market  and  : 
bakery.  His  family  consisted  of  three  children, 
our  subject  and  two  daughters,  Catherine  and  1 
Louise,  who  still  live  in  France,  and  own  a large 
amount  of  property. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also  a 
Frenchman  by  birth,  but  during  the  Napoleonic  1 
war  was  forced  to  join  the  German  army.  He 
was  finally  able  to  make  his  escape  and  return  to 
the  assistance  of  his  countrymen.  He  died  when 
only  thirty-three  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Wittmer  is  the  only  one  of  his  family  who  | 
^ame  to  America.  He  landed  at  New  York  City 
January  18,  1866,  and  soon  after  came  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  settled  in  Center  township. 
He  was  a butcher  by  trade  in  the  old  country;  I 
but  as  he  could  not  speak  English,  he  engaged 
in  farming,  which  he  carried  on  for  eleven  years,  ! 
removing  to  Bowling  Green  in  1877.  Unlike  i 
most  Europeans  who  come  to  America,  Mr.  Witt-  I 
mer  brought  considerable  money  with  him,  and 
soon  became  known  as  one  of  the  most  success-  ' 
ful  business  men  of  Wood  county.  He  possesses  1 
remarkable  financial  ability,  and  it  may  truthfully 
be  said  that  no  business  enterprise  with  which  he 
has  been  connected,  has  ever  been  a failure.  He  I 
has  assisted  materially  in  the  development  of  the 
oil  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Bowling  Green,  and 
his  investment  in  this  line  is  now  paying  him  a 
handsome  annuity.  He  is  a man  of  progressive 
ideas,  of  untiring  energy,  honorable  and  straight- 
forward in  all  his  dealings,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  respected  and  substantial  citizens  of  Bowl- 
ing Green.  He  at  one  time  owned  a farm  of 
120  acres,  in  Wood  county,  which  he  afterward 
sold,  his  other  numerous  interests  demanding  his 
entire  time  and  attention. 

Mr.  Wittmer  was  born  in  the  southeast  part 
of  France,  May  26,  1840,  and  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Marie  Marchand,  whose  birth  took  place 
in  1846.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
namely:  Marie,  Frederick,  David,  George,  Eugene, 
and  Henry. 

Herman  H.  Schroeder,  deceased,  who  was 
a pioneer  agriculturist  of  Perrysburg  township, 
was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  in  1818.  In  1842 
he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Wood  county, 
where,  in  Perrysburg  township,  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  formed  the  nucleus  for 
further  acquisitions.  So  successful  was  he,  that 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1891,  he  owned  400 
acres  of  the  finest  land  in  the  county.  He  was 
a leader  in  his  community,  and  delighted  in  his 


later  days  to  tell  the  story  of  early  times  to  the 
generation  which  is  reaping  the  reward  of  the  la- 
bors of  the  pioneers.  In  1847  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Angeline  Sielscott,  who  was  born  in  Han- 
over,.Germany,  in  1831.  Six  children  were  born 
to  them,  named,  respectively,  Henry  A.,  John  F., 
Louis,  Louise,  Frank  and  Sophia,  all  of  whom 
are  yet  living  except  Frank,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year  and  four  months.  The  widowed 
mother  is  yet  living  on  the  home  farm,  in  vigor- 
ous health  for  one  of  her  advanced  years,  and  is 
tenderly  cared  for  by  her  son  John. 

John  F.  Schroeder,  the  second  in  the  above 
named  family,  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  On  entering  business  life  he  was 
for  a time  engaged  in  business  at  Toledo,  Ohio, 
and  then  returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  assisted 
his  father  in  his  declining  years,  and  of  which  he 
has  now  entire  charge.  Possessing  great  energy 
and  much  tact,  he  operates  the  homestead  by 
modern  and  progressive  methods.  Politically,  he 
is  a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Eaton,  deceased,  was  a well-known  re- 
tired agriculturist  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
October  18,  1S41.  His  ancestors  have  been  for 
many  generations  people  of  culture  and  good 
standing,  and  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Eaton, 
was  a farmer  of  Fairfield,  Ohio.  Jesse  Eaton, 
our  subject's  father,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  May 
3,  1808,  was  a teacher,  and  in  1834  moved  to 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Johnson,  who  was  born  June  19.  1S12. 
Seven  children  blessed  this  union,  whose  names 
with  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Thomas,  April 
25,  1 83 5,  a resident  of  Hillsdale,  Mich. ; Anna  M . , 
March  4,  1S37,  who  died  in  early  youth;  Mary 
E.,  April  28,  1S39,  the  wife  of  E.  A.  Moore, 
of  Weston,  Ohio,  died  September  24,  1896:  John, 
our  subject;  Sarah  I).,  December  31,  1S43,  the 
wife  of  James  Barrett,  of  Fulton-  county,  Ohio; 
William  F.,  April  2,  1845,  ar>d  James  H..  Sep- 
tember 1,  1S54,  who  resides  near  Deshler,  Ohio. 
In  1S60  our  subject's  father  sold  his  farm  in  Han- 
cock county,  and  moved  to  Michigan,  remaining 
five  years,  and  then  located  in  Wood  county, 
where  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  what  is 
now  known  as  Grand  Rapids  township.  Here  he 
passed  to  his  final  rest  March  24,  1881,  his  wife 
having  died  two  years  before,  on  December  8, 

1 879. 

John  Eaton  was  instructed  during  his  hot- 
hood  by  His  father,  who  was  a man  of  unusual 
mental  ability  and  attainments,  and  remained  at 
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home  until  August  5,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  H,  1 8th  Mich.  V.  I.,  Col.  Doolittle  and 
Capt.  Ingersoli  commanding.  He  participated 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  en- 
gaged, and  endured  hardships  and  exposure  from 
which  his  health  ever  suffered.  He  was  discharged 
June  26,  1S65,  and  returned  to  Michigan,  and, 
after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  this  county,  he 
continued  to  assist  his  father  until  1869,  when  he 
bought  twenty  acres  of  land  and  began  farming 
on  his  own  account.  He  possessed  naturally  the 
energy  and  industry  which  ensure  success,  and 
gradually  enlarged  his  farm  until  he  owned  sev- 
enty-nine acres  of  fine  land  with  well-planned  im- 
provements. His  ill  health,  which  dated  back 
to  his  gallant  service  in  the  army,  had  of  late 
years  been  a source  of  anxiety,  and  on  the  advice 
of  his  physicians  he  retired  to  Grand  Rapids  to  1 
seek  freedom  from  responsibility  and  care.  He 
was  married  October  13,  1S69,  to  Miss  Ruvilla 
Kerr,  a sister  of  W.  B.  Kerr,  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Grand  Rapids  township,  and  had  three 
children:  William  W.,  born  November  S,  1870, 

a farmer  in  Grand  Rapids  township;  Carrie,  j 
born  May  17,  1874,  who  resides  with  her  par-  j 
ents;  and  Clyde  E.,  born  January  16,  1876,  who  | 
has  a prosperous  grocery  and  meat  market  in 
Grand  Rapids.  Mrs.  Katon  is  a lady  of  fine  so-  i 
cial  gifts  and  gracious  manners,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  workers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
which  Mr.  Katon  also  belonged,  and  in  which 
faith  he  passed  away  July  20,  1896.  He  held  a 
high  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  acquaintances;  his 
upright  character  and  liberality  of  thought  made  i 
his  friendship  something  to  be  valued. 

In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  he  was 
for  several  years  school  director  and  member  of 
the  school  board  in  his  township,  and,  later,  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  trustee,  but  he  was  obliged 
to  resign  because  of  his  health.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Bond  Post  No.  24,  at  Grand 
Rapids. 

J.  R.  Phillips,  a merchant  and  farmer  of 
West  Millgrove,  was  born  in  Rutland  county, 
Vt.,  March  10,  1832,  a son  of  Caleb  and  Rhoda  i 
(Sherman)  Phillips.  Our  subject  was  two  years 
old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  and  located  near  Mel  more,  where  they 
lived  until  1854,  and  then  went  to  Linn  county, 
Iowa,  where  the  mother  died  in  1S64.  The 
father  returned  to  Vermont,  and  died  there  in 
1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  They 
had  seven  children,  as  follows:  I/etus  died  in 

Millgrove;  J.  R. , our  subject;  Sally  A.,  married 
Solomon  Yambert,  and  died  in  Iowa;  Montro-  ! 


ville  was  a soldier,  and  ex-sheriff  of  Brown  coun- 
ty, Ivans.,  and  died  at  Oil  Springs,  Cherokee 
Strip,  Indian  Territory,  in  1890;  Theron  died  in 
Iowa;  Merc}'  died  at  an  early  age  in  Iowa;  Win- 
field S.  is  a specialist  physician  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  and  possesses  great  natural  ability. 

Mr.  Phillips’  first  schooling  was  obtained  in 
Seneca  county,  in  log  school  houses,  furnished 
with  plank  seats,  and  of  which  he  has  fond 
recollections,  as  he  claims  that  better  progress 
was  made  then  than  at  the  present  time.  He 
learned  rapidly,  although  his  attendance  was  inter- 
rupted by  his  being  compelled  to  work  on  the 
farm,  as  his  parents  were  poor.  He  walked 
three. miles  to  and  from  school,  without  overcoat 
or  underwear  in  winter,  as  such  luxuries  were 
unknown  in  those  days,  and  for  his  lunch  carried 
a package  of  corn  bread.  His  clothing  was  home 
made,  the  product  of  his  mother's  skill.  He  was 
a hardv,  robust  boy,  to  whom  sickness  was  un- 
known, and  in  the  morning  he  would  get  up,  and 
in  his  bare  feet  would  run  eighty  rods  in  the 
snow  to  a quail  trap.  In  the  spring  of  1 S 5 3 Mr. 
Phillips  started  for  Cedar  Rapids,  Iawa,  riding  the 
entire  distance  on  a little  bay  mare.  He  had  $45 
in  cash,  and  was  twenty-eight  days  on  the  road. 
When  he  reached  Linn  county  he  had  $27  left. 
He  worked  at  odd  jobs  by  the  day,  but  in  July, 
1853,  was  unfortunate  enough  to  be  taken  ill. 
He  sold  his  mare  for  $95  and  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Otter  Creek  township,  Linn  Co., 
Iowa,  where  he  put  up  a shanty  twelve  by  four- 
teen feet,  with  one  window  in  it. 

On  September  iS,  1853,  he  was  married  in 
Tiffin,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Ann  M.  Lott, 
who  was  born  in  that  county,  October  16.  1833. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Black 
Lott,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Adams 
county,  and  the  latter  near  Fredericksburg,  Md. 
They  were  early  settlers  in  Seneca  county 
and  had  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five 
daughters.  Peter  was  one  of  the  well-to-do  men 
of  his  section,  and  was  justice  of  the  peace  for 
twenty  years  in  Seneca  county.  Our  subject 
went  to  housekeeping,  first  on  his  prairie  farm  in 
Iowa,  where  the  furniture  consisted  of  what  Mr. 
Phillips  made  himself,  and  was  consequently  very 
crude.  At  that  time  he  was  as  poor  as  "Jobs 
turkey.”  In  the  fall  of  1 864  he  returned  to  Ohio, 
and  in  the  spring  of  [863  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Montgomery  township.  Wood  county, 
where  he  remained  a few  years  and  then  went  to 
Pleasant  township,  Seneca  county,  and  later  to 
Perry,  near  Norris  Station.  In  the  spring  ot 
1871  he  came  to  Section  9,  Perry  township, 
bought  160  acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  cash. 
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and  on  which  he  now  lives.  To  him  and  his  j 
wife  were  born  the  following  children:  Lisuel, 

died  in  infancy;  May,  May  8,  1857,  married  E. 

1).  Maffett,  of  Hartford  City,  fnd.,  who  is  editor  i 
of  the  Times;  Elmer  E.,  April  9,  1S59,  a farmer 
of  Perry  township;  Metta  E. , January  22,  iS6i, 
is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Laurence,  of  Prairie  Depot: 
Barton  M.,  March  30,  1866,  is  employed  in  the 
store  of  our  subject;  Jennie,  April  13,  1S69,  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  a Republican,  and  was  for 
nine  years  justice  of  the  peace  of  Perry  township, 
and  for  eight  years  mayor  of  West  Millgrove. 
He  is  counsellor  and  advisor  of  his  party,  in  which 
*he  has  always  manifested  a keen  interest.  In 
1876  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother 
in  the  general  merchandise  business  at  West 
Millgrove.  After  his  brother's  death  he  took 
entire  charge  of  the  store,  which  he  now  con- 
ducts in  connection  with  his  farm.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  ate  members  of  the  Disciples  Church. 

“ Squire  ” Phillips,  as  he  is  known,  is  a self-made 
man,  and  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Perry 
township.  He  is  a man  of  hne  intellect,  a fair 
legal  knowledge,  and  his  opinion  is  sought  by 
many  on  matters  of  various  kinds.  By  hard 
work  in  his  younger  days,  and  with  the  cheerful 
assistance  of  his  good  wife,  he  has  secured  a 
comfortable  competency,  and  is  enjoying  his  lat- 
ter days  in  the  peace  and  quiet  he  has  so  well 
earned. 

Cornelius  Bierly.  Among  the  influential 
members  of  the  farming  community  of  Montgom- 
ery township,  and  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
citizens,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch.  He  is  entirely  a self-made  man  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  having  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  brave  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  born  April  24,  1837,  in  Miles  town- 
ship, Center  Co.,  Penn.,  and  traces  his  ancestry 
back  through  several  generations  to  a Prussian 
cavalryman,  who  served  in  the  Thirty-Years  war 
in  Europe,  and  was  founder  of  the  family  in  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Pennsylvania.  His 
son,  Anthony  Bierly,  aided  the  Colonies  in  their 
struggle  for  independence,  and  in  the  Keystone 
State  wedded  a Miss  Warner. 

The  next  in  direct  line  was  Nicholas  Bierly, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
Sunbury,  Penn.,  and  was  one  of  the  oldest  in  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  three  sons  and  nine 
daughters.  In  Miles  township,  Center  Co.,  Penn., 
he  was  muted  in  marriage  with  Lucinda  Buchtel. 
also  a native  of  Sunbury,  and  they  became  the  i 


parents  of  ten  children — Nicholas;  Hannah;  Mich- 
ael; John;  David,  living  in  Montgomery  township. 
Wood  Co.,  Ohio;  Anthony,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Reuben;  Peter;  Simon;  and  George,  also  of 
Montgomery  township.  The  grandfather,  who 
was  a large,  tall  man,  was  a'farmer  by  occupation, 
a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a member  or  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  while  his  wife  be- 
longed to  the  German  Reformed  Church.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  and  she  when 
sixty-three  years  of  age. 

Anthony  Bierly  w'as  a natural  mechanic,  and 
a cooper  by  trade,  but  he  also  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  In  Center  county,  Penn.,  he 
wedded  Rachael  Ruhl,  a native  of  that  State,  and 
to  them  w'ere  born  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Catherine,  Hannah,  Lydia,  Cornelius,  Abie,  Mar- 
garet, Paulina,  Reuben  and  Fayette;  all  are  still 
living  with  the  exception  of  Catherine  and  Abie. 
The  parents,  who  are  now  deceased,  passed  their 
entire  lives  in  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  to 
come  to  Ohio.  He  had  a common  district-school 
education  in  his  native  State,  and  remained  at 
home  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  aiding  in  the 
work  of  the  farm  and  in  his  father's  shop,  as  he 
was  a natural  mechanic.  At  that  time  he  began 
learning  the  trades  of  a brick-layer  and  a plasterer, 
and  during  the  first  summer,  while  he  was  work- 
ing as  an  apprentice,  his  wages  were  only  two 
shillings  per  day.  As  he  learned  quite  rapidly,  he 
then  became  a journeyman,  and  was  employed  at 
his  trade  until  the  spring  of  1S57,  when  lie  came 
to  Ohio  with  his  uncle,  George  Bierly,  who  at  that 
time  had  a felon  on  his  thumb,  and  wished  our 
subject  to  help  him  in  gettingsettled  in  this  State. 

O11  his  arrival  he  decided  to  remain,  and  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  some  time  at  Fostoria, 
Bellevue  and  elsewhere. 

On  January  30,  1S58.  in  Section  12,  Mont- 
gomery township,  Mr.  Bierly  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Caroline  Hartman,  who  was  born  near 
Prairie  Depot.  November  19,  1840,  the  daughter 
' of  William  and  Esther  (Buchtel  Hartman.  They 
now' have  three  children — Clara  E.,  wife  of  C.  H. 
Hailes,  of  Prairie  Depot;  A.  A.,  a plasterer,  of 
Prairie  Depot,  Ohio;  and  Delta  G..  a music 
teacher,  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Bierly  located 
upon  his  father-in-law's  farm,  but  also  worked  at 
his  trade  in  connection  with  farming.  In  i860  he 
removed  to  Prairie  Depot,  where  iie  bought  a log 
house  on  a lot  which  is  now  in  the  center  of  the 
business  porti  >n  of  that  village,  for  4100.  and  his 
first  payment  censLted  of  cattle  worth  Sir- 
Prompted  by  patriotism  he  enlisted,  on  October 
8,  1S62,  in  Company  C,  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  under 
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Capt.  Samuel  Snyder,  and  joined  the  regiment  at 
Duel  Port,  La.  He  was  with  the  command 
during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  but  illness  com- 
pelled him  to  enter  the  hospital,  and  he  was  later 
transferred  to  the  invalid  corps,  with  which  he 
served  until  discharged  in  August,  1S65. 

After  visiting  his  old  home  in  Center  county, 
Penn.,  Mr.  Bierly  returned  to  Prairie  Depot,  very 
much  broken  down  in  health,  and  for  three  years 
was  there  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  in  j 
connection  with  work  at  his  trade.  Selling  out  j 
his  store,  he  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  lat- 
ter occupation  until  November  23,  1886,  when  ; 
he  removed  to  his  present  home,  having  previ-  j 
^ously  purchased  sixty  acres  in  Section  12,  Mont-  j 
gomery  township,  which  is  one-half  of  the  old  : 
Hartman  homestead.  He  has  a very  pleasant 
residence,  and  has  also  erected  all  the  other 
buildings  upon  the  place.  Until  1SS1  Mr.  Bierly 
was  a Republican,  but  since  that  time,  on  account  ; 
of  his  views  on  the  temperance  question,  he  has  ; 
been  a stalwart  Prohibitionist.  While  a resident 
of  Prairie  Depot,  Mr.  Bierly  served  as  a member 
of  the  council,  receiving  every  vote  cast  with  the 
exception  of  four,  and  was  a member  of  the  first 
board  of  aldermen  that  assembled  in  that  village. 
He  has  also  been  constable  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, and  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Prairie 
Depot  District. 

Clarence  Potter,  of  Liberty  township,  is 
a yoirtrg  man  of  excellent  business  and  executive 
ability,  whose  leading  characteristics  are  enter- 
prise and  energy.  He  is  careful  in  his  manage- 
ment, far-sighted  in  his  dealings,  and  above  all  is 
honorable  and  straightforward  in  every  transac- 
tion. His  fellow  citizens  accord  him  a place 
among  the  representative  men  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  give  him  their  confidence  and  high 
regard. 

Mr.  Potter  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Penn., 
September  5,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Almira  Jane  (Collins'!  Potter.  The  father  was 
born  in  Fayette  county,  in  1833,  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools,  and  then  began  work  at  the 
stone  mason’s  trade;  he  also  learned  chair-mak- 
ing before  his  marriage,  and  followed  that  occu- 
pation for  a number  of  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-six  he  was  married,  in  Fayette  county,  to 
Miss  Collins,  a native  of  West  Virginia,  who  died 
April  14,  1879.  The  father  afterward  wedded 
Mary  Leonard,  with  whom  he  is  now  living,  on 
a farm  which  our  subject  purchased  in  the  spring 
of  1889.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage  are 
Clarence;  Miriam,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio;  Charles, 
a lumber  merchant  of  Washington  county,  Penn. ; 


Isaac,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Joseph, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Eunice,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Josephine;  Angeline,  who  is 
living  with  our  subject;  and  Horace.  The  two 
children  of  the  second  marriage  are  Jessie  and 
Logan. 

Our  subject  received  a good  English  educa- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  work  in  a 
tannery,  on  Beaver  creek,  one  mile  and  a half 
from  his  home.  He  also  followed  the  mason's 
trade  to  some  extent,  and  before  the  age  of  six- 
teen laid  the  foundation  under  his  father’s  barn. 
As  a boy  he  greatly  enjoyed  hunting  and  fishing, 
and  was  an  expert  shot  with  the  rifle.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  went  to  McKean  county,  Penn.,  and 
procured  work  as  a tool  dresser  in  the  oil  fields 
of  Bradford,  receiving  $2  per  day  for  a year,  and 
afterward  $3  per  day.  He  continued  in  the  oil 
fields  of  McKean  county  and  of  Allegany  county. 
N.  Y. , for  three  years,  and  became  a driller. 
Subsequently  he  went  to  Bottineau  county,  X 
D.,  where  he  secured  a squatter’s  claim  on  the 
bank  of  Willow  river.  The  journey  was  made 
by  rail  to  Devil’s  Lake  City,  and  thence  on  foot 
to  his  destination,  a distance  of  200  miles.  This 
: was  in  the  summer  of  1884.  On  his  160-acre 
claim  of  prairie  land  he  built  a rude  cabin,  partly 
of  logs  and  partly  as  a dug-out.  and  then  broke 
fifteen  acres  of  land,  with  a team  of  horses  bor- 
rowed from  his  nearest  neighbor,  whom  he  re- 
paid by  aiding  him  to  erect  a substantial  dwell- 
ing. As  he  could  not  get  a deed  for  his  land,  on 
account  of  it  being  unsurveyed,  and  not  in  the 
market,  Mr.  Potter  returned  in  the  following  No- 
vember, to  the  Allegany  county  oil  fields,  ex- 
pecting to  return  to  his  claim  in  the  spring;  but, 
having  a paying  position,  he  abandoned  this  plan. 
After  two  years  in  the  oil  fields,  he  returned 
home,  and  in  March,  1887,  removed  to  Findlay. 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  to  go  to  Bowling  Green 
and  take  charge  of  the  De  Witt  oil  well  for  his 
uncle,  Isaac  Collins.  He  continued  to  work  in 
the  oil  fields  of  Ohio  and  Michigan  until  the 
spring  of  1888,  when  he  purchased  tools  and  be- 
gan taking  contracts  for  drilling  wells.  In  1888 
he  drilled,  on  the  Ducat  farm,  a well  whose  esti- 
mated yield  was  10,000  barrels  per  day:  after  two 
weeks  he  sold  this  well  for  $10,000.  In  }un  . 
1889,  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  has  added  until  he  now  has  200  acres,  upon 
which  he  has  drilled  twelve  wells,  which  have 
proved  productive  and  profitable.  Mr.  Potter 
has  also  many  acres  of  leased  land,  upon  which 
he  has  nineteen  producing  wells;  his  production 
of  oil  for  the  month  of  March,  1S90,  shows  over 
three  thousand  barrels,  net. 
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Mr.  -Potter  was  married,  in  Milton  township, 
April  15,  1891,  to  Miss  Luella  Poland,  who  was 
born  August  31,  1866,  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Swisher)  Po- 
land. They  have  one  child,  George  Poland.  In 
politics  Mr.  Potter  is  a Republican.  He  is  a 
popular  and  esteemed  citizen,  genial  and  pleas- 
ant in  manner,  and  ever  ready  to  extend  a help- 
ing hand  to  those  in  need,  many  having  received 
timely  assistance  from  him. 

Henry  Huffman,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Grand  Rapids  township,  was  born  near  Harris- 
burg, Penn.,  November  4,  1831.  His  family  is  j 
of  German  origin;  but  his  father,  John  Huffman,  j 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed,  for  j 
many  years,  the  occupation  of  tailoring.  He  I 

married  Miss  Nancy  — -,  and  reared  a family 

of  twelve  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  j 
eldest.  Catherine  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  Walters;  ; 
Mary  is  the  widow  of  John  Walters;  Jacob  and 
Daniel  are  farmers  in  Washington  township;  { 
Harriet  married  Francis  Franklin,  of  Tontogany;  j 
John  is  a farmer  in  Grand  Rapids  township;  '■ 
Jeremiah  is  a grocer  in  Grand  Rapids;  Israel  is  a 1 
butcher  in  the  same  town;  Anna  married  R.  D.  j 
Flannah;  Joseph  is  a farmer  in  Washington  town- 
ship; and  Sarah  is  the  w ife  of  Byron  Phillips,  of 
Otsego.  Our  subject's  father  came  to  Wood 
county  in  1850,  and  bought  a large  tract  of  land 
in  Grand  Rapids  township,  which  he  cultivated 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  15,  1864. 
His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away  j 
August  12,  18S0,  having  seen  her  large  family, 
whom  she  and  her  husband  had  early  trained  in 
the  Christian  faith,  all  well  settled  in  life. 

Henry  Huffman,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
attended  school  in  his  native  State  during  his 
boyhood,  and  afterward  learned  the  tailor’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  took  a farm  on  shares,  and  kept 
it  for  seven  years,  when  he  bought  eighty  acres  i 
in  Washington  township,  where  he  constructed  a ! 
dwelling  and  farm  buildings  out  of  logs.  In  1868 
he  bought  forty  acres  more,  and  built  a hand- 
some brick  residence,  with  barns  of  modern  style, 
and,  a few  years  later,  he  bought  forts'  acres  near 
Grand  Rapids,  building  a tine  residence,  in  which 
he  now  lives,  and  making  first-class  improve- 
ments. He  has  since  purchased  thirty  acres  1 
more,  now  owning  190  acres  of  land;  but  for  the 
last  ten  years  he  has  left  the  active  work  of  his 
estate  in  the  hands  of  his  sons  and  sons -in-law. 
He  has  been  twice  married — first,  in  1859,  to  j 
Miss  Christiana  Seitz,  who  was  born  in  Lancas-  ! 
ter,  New  York,  October  31,  1836.  Eight  chil- 


dren were  born  of  this  union,  whose  names,  with 
dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  Lucy  F.,  Novem- 

ber, 1S60,  is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Eager,  of  Pleasant 
Bend,  Ohio;  Clark  F. , April  25,  1864;  Samuel 
; H.,  August  10,  1 S62 ; 1'annie  E.,  July  17,  1865, 
i married  Charles  Riggs,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio; 
Sarah  A.,  April  9,  1867,  married  George  Kylean: 
John  W. , November  13,  1868,  is  in  the  windmill 
business  at  Boston,  Mass. ; Cristie  Maria,  Octo- 
ber 9,  1872,  married  George  Mason;  and  Mono 

M. ,  February  15,  1874,  is  a manufacturer  of 
windmills,  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  May  21,  1S76. 

On  March  3,  1878.  he  married,  for  his  second 
wife,*  Miss  Mary  Roth,  who  was  born  February 
27,  1S44,  a daughter  of  Nicholas  Roth,  a well- 
known  farmer  of  Lucas  count}'.  Cheered  by  her 
companionship,  Mr.  Huffman  is  passing  his  de- 
clining years  in  retirement,  taking  no  part  in 
worldly  affairs,  and  already  looking  forward  to 
the  joys  of  another  and  higher  life.  He  is  a de- 
voted student  of  the  Bible,  and  a member  of  the 
New  Mennonite  Church. 

B.  P.  Stratton,  a member  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  Stratton,  Powell  & Co.,  leading  hard- 
ware merchants  at  Bowling  Green,  was  born  at 
Milan.  Ohio,  August  10,  1859. 

Flis  grandfather,  Daniel  Stratton,  came  from 
Beaver  county,  Penn.,  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  as  a 
“Fireland  Pioneer  ’'  at  an  early  date,  and  lived 
there  for  many  years.  He  died  at  Tontogany. 
Wood  countv,  in  1876.  Our  subjects  father. 

N.  T.  Stratton,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  he  has  fol- 

lowed farming  as  an  occupation  all  his  life,  most 
of  the  time  in  Wood  county.  In  1871  he  en 
gaged  in  lumbering,  and  had  a general  store  at 
Averill,  Mich.,  but  he  now  resides  at  Yale,  Mich 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  always 
been  an  earnest  supporter  of  progressive  move- 
ments in  his  locality.  He  married  Miss  Jennie 
A.  Smith,  who  was  born  on  August  18,  1834,  in 
Milan  township,  Erie  county,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children:  Frank,  who  resides  at  Portage, 

Ohio;  B.  P. , our  subject;  John  W. , of  Yale,  Mich.: 
Hattie,  wife  of  Harry  Higgins,  of  Yale;  Mellie,  the 
wife  of  Frank  A.  Griswold,  of  the  same  place; 
Burt  S , and  Louie,  both  residents  of  Howell, 
Mich.  Our  subject’s  mother  died  in  1884,  deeply 
mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends  in  the  M.  E. 
Church,  of  which  she  and  her  husband  had  been 
members  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Stratton’s  earlv  education  was  obtained 
in  the  schools  of  Wood  county,  and  in  Flint. 
Mich  , where  he  studied  for  about  eight  years 
For  a short  time  he  worked  on  his  tatJi.Fs  farm 
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in  Wood  county,  but  soon  established  a store  at 
Portage,  dealing  in  hardware  and  all  sorts  of  im- 
plements. This  he  sold  in  1885,  and,  coming  to 
Bowling  Green,  he  and  J.  W.  Powell  formed  a 
partnership  in  a similar  business,  which  is  now 
known  far  and  near,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  substantial,  as  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
popular,  in  northern  Ohio.  Much  of  its  success 
is  due  to  the  personal  influence  of  Mr.  Stratton, 
whose  fine  presence  and  courteous  manners  have 
won  him  friends  wherever  he  is  known.  His  en- 
ergy and  judgment  are  highly  appreciated  in 
business  circles,  and  he  is  a valued  member  in 
the  Crystal  Oil  Co.,  holding  the  offices  of  secre- 
tary an.d  treasurer;  he  owns  a one-fourth  interest 
in  this  company.  In  municipal  affairs,  also,  is  his 
advice  prized,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the 
city  council  of  Bowling  Green,  where  his  influence 
:an  always  be  relied  upon  for  any  measure  tend- 
,ng  to  promote  the  good  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Stratton  married  Miss  Hattie  J.  Avery,  an  ac- 
complished and  honored  young  lady,  of  Weston, 
and  has  two  children,  Pearl  and  Harold.  He  is 
a member  of  the  fraternal  order  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  of  the  Masonic  Order. 

Henry  A.  Schroedek,  a well-known  agricult- 
urist of  Perrysburg  township,  residing  near 
Dowling,  was  born  in  Perrysburg  township,  April 
ir,  1849.  His  parents,  Herman  and  Angeline 
(Sielscott)  Schroeder,  were  natives  of  Germany, 
the  father  born  in  Prussia,  in  tSiS,  the  mother 
born  in  Hanover  in  1831.  They  were  early  set- 
ers  of  Perrysburg  township,  where  they  acquired 
a large  tract  of  land.  The  father  died  in  1S91, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead, 
which  is  now  managed  by  our  subject’s  brother. 
John  F.  Schroeder. 

Henry  A.  Schroeder  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  and  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-seven, 
when  he  inherited  137  acres  of  land  from  his 
father,  which  he  has  since  improved  and  converted 
into  a fine  farm.  He  does  a general  farming  and 
dairy  business,  and  is  engaged,  to  some  extent, 
in  stock  raising.  His  industry  and  frugality, 
combined  with  a sound  business  judgment,  have 
made  him  successful  in  every  undertaking  so  far, 
and  given  him  a high  reputation  in  business  cir- 
cles, while  his  genial  nature  makes  him  friends 
throughout  the  community.  In  1877  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Hartman,  a daughter  of  Philip 
and  Glara  Hartman,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Woodville,  Ohio.  She  was  born  December  7, 
1852,  and  died  March  5,  1891,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren: Edward  H.,  born  September  10,  1882, 


and  George  P. , born  January  14,  1S86.  On 

May  7,  1S96,  Mr.  Schroeder  was  married  to  '.Miss 
Carrie  White,  a daughter  of  Henry  R.  and  Mary 
White,  prominent  citizens  of  Perrysburg  town- 
ship; she  was  born  in  Toledo,  Lucas  county, 
September  21,  1856.  In  politics  Mr.  Schroeder 
is  a Republican. 


A.  J.  Hastings,  one  of  Risingsun’s  substan- 
tial citizens,  and  a man  who  has  been  identified 
with  its  business  interests  ever  since  his  residence 
there,  was  born  on  November  30.  1S46,  in 

Groton  township,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  a son 
of  Ephraim  Hastings,  a native  of  New  York, 
and  a farmer  by  occupation.  Our  subject  is  next 
to  the  youngest  in  a family  of  eight  children — all 
sons — and  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  boys  of  his  day,  his  school  privileges  be- 
ing such  as  the  locality  afforded. 

Mr.  Hastings  remained  at  home  until  his  en- 
listment in  the  Union  army,  December  28,  1863, 
when  he  became  a member  of  Company  K, 
128th  O.  V.  I.,  which  did  guard  duty  on  John- 
son’s Island,  near  Sandusky  City,  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  our  subject  being  discharged  in  July, 
1865.  When  hostilities  had  ceased,  he  began 
life  for  himself,  ambition  and  energy  being  his 
only  capital.  At  Sandusky  he  worked  for  some 
time  in  a wheel  factory,  and  after  leaving  that 
employ  opened  a grocery  store  at  Parktown, 
Ohio,  which  was  his  first  experience  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits.  He  was  there  engaged  in  business 
for  six  years,  during  which  time  he  was  quite 
successful,  and  on  selling  out  he  became  pro- 
prietor of  the  well-known  hotel,  “ Seven-Mile 
House,"  in  Erie  county,  which  hostelry  he  con- 
tinued until  October,  18SS. 

It  was  at  that  time  of  life  that  Mr.  Hastings 
came  to  Hisingsun,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
same  line  of  business  for  some  time,  but  later 
carried  on  a retail  liquor  store,  which  proved 
very  profitable,  and  he  was  thus  employed  until 
1895.  During  that  time  he  conducted  a very 
respectable  anil  most  orderly  place  of  business. 
In  1896  he  erected  a valuable  store  room  on  Main 
street,  where  he  owns  a lot,  having  a 132  foot 
front,  on  which  is  also  located  his  comfortable 
home. 

In  1866,  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Hastings 
married  Miss  Barbara  Hastings,  a native  of  that 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Joel  Hastings,  a 
farmer.  This  wife  died  June  28,  1889,  and 
was  buried  at  Risiugsun.  For  his  prr -cut  wife 
our  subject  chose  Miss  Minnie  Groff,  who  was 
born  in  Sherman  township,  Huron  county,  and 
is  a daughter  of  George  Groff.  Thc\  now  have 
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one  son,  Vivian  A.,  born  in  1895.  In  politics, 
jSfr.  Hastings  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker  or  politician,  and  socially  holds 
membership  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. His  comfortable  competence  is  the  re- 
sult of  good  business  management,  and  “Jack,’’ 
as  he  is  familiarly  called,  has  many  friends 
throughout  Wood  county. 

Christoph  Lehmann.  The  history  of  this 
gentleman,  who  for  a quarter  of  a century  has 
made  his  home  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he  holds 
a high  position  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citi-  j 
zens,  is  a striking  example  of  what  can  be  ac- 
complished in  this  land  of  the  free,  by  the  man 
who  possesses  sufficient -force  of  character  to  over- 
come adverse  circumstances  and  work  his  way 
steadily  forward. 

Mr.  Lehmann  is  a native  of  Germany,  born 
in  Baden,  April  9,  1843,  the  son  °f  William  and 
Catherine  (Hauenstein)  Lehmann.  His  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Baden  and  were  married 
there.  His  father,  who  was  a weaver  by  trade, 
died  when  our  subject  was  three  years  old;  the  j 
mother  remarried,  and  lived  to  be  sixty-eight  years  1 
ot  age.  She  had  a large  family,  of  whom  four 
grew  to  maturity:  Thomas,  a farmer  in  Wood 
county;  Jacob,  who  still  lives  in  Germany;  Chris- 
toph, our  subject;  and  Gottlieb  Schwechheimer,  a 
son  by  her  second  marriage. 

When  twenty-two  years  of  age  Mr.  Lehmann 
came  to  America,  landing  at  New  York  City  with 
a capital  of  fifty  cents.  Through  the  kindness  of 
a friend  he  was  enabled  to  reach  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  at  anything  that  came  to  hand, 
shoveling  dirt  on  the  railroad,  working  in  a brew- 
ery, etc.,  until  he  went  into  a meat  market  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a butcher  with  John  Rem-  ! 
erly,  remaining  with  him  three  years.  At  this 
time  he  determined  to  improve  his  knowledge  of 
English  and  entered  a country  school  at  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  a short  time.  He  then 
went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  while  in  that  city, 
came  to  the  end  of  his  resources-;  wondering  how 
to  raise  money  to  live  on,  he  fell  in  with  a wan- 
dering Italian  musician.  The  two  concluded  to 
do  business  together,  and  Mr.  Lehmann  passed 
the  hat  while  the  other  performed  on  the  harp. 
They  made  considerable  money,  but  one  fine 
morning,  our  subject  awoke  to  find  that  his  part- 
ner had  decamped.  He  had  enough  money  left 
to  take  him  to  Tiffin.  There  he  met  Gen.  John 
C.  Lee,  for  whom  he  worked  over  a month,  doing 
various  odd  jobs  about  his  premises  and  being 
paid  $1.65  per  day.  He  then  went  to  Chicago, 


111.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  three 
months,  afterward  going  to  Buffalo,  X.  Y. , and 
then  to  Crestline,  Ohio,  finally  returning  toTiffin, 
where  he  borrowed  $100,  and  in  1868  started  a 
meat  market  of  his  own.  On  August  27,  1871, 
Mr.  Lehmann  took  up  his  residence  in  Bowling 
Green,  where  he  has  since  pursued  his  calling 
with  great  success.  He  made  money  steadily,  and 
invested  it  in  property,  his  first  purchase  being 
the  building  which  he  still  occupies.  In  1877,  in 
connection  with  Messrs.  Bolles  & Manville,  he 
put  up  the  brick  structure  known  as  the  “ Union 
Block,”  in  1 8 S 5 built  another  brick  block,  and 
still  another  in  1896,  of  which  he  is  the  sole  pro- 
prietor. 

Mr.  Lehmann  was  married  November  1 1 , 

1 S69,  to  Miss  Caroline  Kabig,  of  Tiffin,  who  was 
born  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  July  22,  1S4S.  and  sev- 
en children  have  come  to  them:  William  and 

Frank,  associated  in  business  with  their  father; 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Fernside;  Margaret;  Carrie;  James 
Garfield;  and  Ratie. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lehmann  is  a thorough  Dem- 
ocrat, and  a worker  in  the  interests  of  his  party. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order  and 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  a member  of  the  city 
council  for  many  years,  and  has  always  com- 
manded the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  commun- 
ity. He  is  a man  of  good  sense  and  excellent 
judgment,  and  his  advice  is  often  asked  in  mat- 
ters of  interest  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
public.  He  is  always  willing  and  ready  to  give 
of  his  time  and  money  for  the  furtherance  of 
public  enterprises,  and  has  proved  a loyal  citizen 
to  his  adopted  country.  He  has  made  h:s  way 
in  the  world  by  his  own  industry  and  thrift,  and 
well  deserves  the  success  which  has  attended 
him. 

Shelman  Baird  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  Wood  county,  who 
for  half  a century  has  been  connected  with  its 
upbuilding  and  progress.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 17,  1829,  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  is  .1 
^on  of  Asa  I.  and  Sarah  (Shelman)  Baird.  \\  hen 
the  latter  was  quite  small  her  mother  died,  and 
she  was  reared  in  a family  by  the  name  of  V hit- 
ford.  The  father  was  an  Eastern  man  by  birth, 
and  a son  of  Charles  Baird,  who  came  to  \\  ood 
county  at  a very  early  day,  dying  here  in  March. 
1848,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Perry  Center  ceme- 
tery. Asa  Baird  had  been  married  in  V ayne 
county,  and  in  October,  1848,  brought  his  family 
to  Perry  township,  where  he  owned  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Section  20,  and  eighty  acres  in  Section 
19.  Two  of  his  brothers  had  previously  come  to 
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Wood  county — Ora,  who  had  located  in  Bloom 
township  as  early  as  1S33;  and  Milton  B.,  also 
an  early  settler  of  that  township.  The  first 
home  of  the  family  was  of  round  logs,  with  a 
clapboard  roof  and  puncheon  floor,  the  size  of 
which  was  only  iS  x 20  feet,  but  later  an  addition 
of  hewed  logs  was  built.  Only  a small  portion 
of  the  land  had  been  cleared,  mainly  the  high 
knolls.  The  father  brought  the  first  separator 
into  the  southern  part  of  Wood  county,  and  for 
twenty  years  followed  threshing  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  his  own  land.  He  possessed 
a great  fondness  for  horses,  and  owned  a draft 
horse  known  as  ‘‘  Old  Rockingham.  ” He  was  a 
hardy,  robust  man,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years,  dying  in  1S70,  and  surviving  his  wife 
about  five  years.  Their  remains  were  interred 
side  by  side  in  Perry  Center  cemetery.  They 
belonged  to  the  Disciples  Church,  and  he  was 
an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
while  before  its  organization  he  was  a Whig. 
Their  children,  who  lived  to  an  adult  age,  are  as 
follows:  Hannah,  who  died  in  Wayne  county, 

Ohio,  upon  her  wedding  day,  of  scarlet  fever; 
James,  who  died  in  Charlotte,  Mich.  ; Shelman, 
of  this  review;  Marv  A.,  who  first  wedded  Levi 
Spitler,  but  is  now  the  widow  of  John  Langam, 
and  lives  in  Indiana;  David,  a farmer  of  Perry 
township;  and  Sarah  A.,  now  Mrs.  H.  J.  Pelton, 
of  Bloomdale,  Ohio. 

Shelman  Baird  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  manner  of  most  fanner  boys,  and  with  his 
parents  came  to  Wood  county  in  the  fall  of  1848. 
It  was  on  October  10,  1850,  that  he  married 
Keziah  Lacey,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
March  23,  1S31,  and  was  a daughter  of  Peter 
Lacey,  who  followed  farming  as  a means  of  live- 
lihood. They  became  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Sarah  J.,  born  August  8,  1831,  is 

the  wife  of  George  Zimmerman,  of  Sandusky 
county,  Ohio;  William  S.  resides  in  Bloom  town- 
ship, this  county;  Malissa  L.,  born  July  23,  1855, 
married  John  W.  Sharp,  and  died  in  Henry  tow  n- 
ship, Wood  county,  March  31,  1S92;  Mary  Ann 
M.,  born  January  13,  1858,  is  now'  Mrs.  John 
Houtz,  of  Sandusky  county;  Minnie  K.,  born 
July  6,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  David  Henning,  of 
Henry  township;  David,  born  October  24,  1863, 
lives  in  the  same  township;  Claria  E. , twin  sis- 
ter of  David,  married  Charles  Milbourn,  of  Bays, 
Wood  county;  and  Lorenzo  C.,  born  December 
18,  1866,  makes  his  home  in  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  May  17, 
1873,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Millgrove  ceme- 
tery. 

At  Tiffin,  Ohio,  September  12,  1881,  Mr. 


Baird  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Isabella  Taylor,  widow  of  Henry  Tav- 
lor,  by  whom  she  had  seven  children:  Mary  E., 
now  Mrs.  Daniel  Weller,  of  Fremont,  Ohio; 
Eva  M. , who  died  in  infancy;  Addie,  now  Mm. 
George  Bowersox,  of  Tiffin;  Richard  H.,  of  San- 
dusky, Ohio;  George  I). , of  Rockaway,  Ohio; 
Leonard  E. , who  lives  with  our  subject;  and 
Herbert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Mrs. 
Baird  was  born  in  Mansfield’,  Ohio,  October  5, 
18.37,  was  a bright  scholar  in  the  common 
schools,  learning  rapidly,  and  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty was  licensed  to  teach,  but  never  followed  that 
profession.  Pier  parents,  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Kitchen)  Bowen,  were  married  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  had  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five 
daughters.  The  father,'  born  in  Connecticut. 
February  6,  1801,  was  a tailor  by  trade,  which 
he  followed  in  Mansfield  and  near  Sandusky. 
Ohio,  as  well  as  in  Portland  township,  Erie 
county,  and  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  died,  when 
past  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Plis  wife,  who 
was  born  in  Lycoming  county,  Penn.,  August  7, 
1806,  died  in  Fostoria,  Ohio,  when  nearly  eighty 
years  of  age. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Baird  had  located 
upon  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Section 
18,  Perry  township,  and  has  converted  the  dense 
forest  into  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  locality. 
He  is  now  the  oldest  male  descendant  of  this 
branch  of  the  Baird  family,  is  conservative,  but 
commands  the  respect  of  all,  and  in  politics  was 
a Republican  until  1 S 7 5 , when  he  joined  the 
Greenback  party,  but  is  now  a Popuiist.  Mrs. 
Baird  is  an  intelligent,  cultured  lady,  possessing 
a retentive  memory,  and  her  knowledge  of  Na- 
tional issues  of  importance  is  wonderful.  She  is 
an  earnest  Christian,  a member  of  the  Disciples 
Church. 

John  T.  Johnson,  a prominent  agriculturist 
residing  near  Dowling,  was  born  November  13. 
1850,  in  Hanover,  Germany.  He  was  a son  of 
Garrett  and  Mary  Johnson,  their  family  consist- 
ing of  Mary,  John  T. , Catherine,  Garrett,  Mar- 
getta  (wife  of  P'red  Myers  of  Hanover,  Germany  . 
Henry,  Hank  and  Derrick. 

Mr.  Johnson  availed  himself  of  the  excellent 
educational  opportunities  afforded  by  the  schools 
of  his  native  place,  and  on  reaching  manhood  de- 
termined to  come  to  America  to  make  his  home. 
Previous  inquiries  had  caused  him  to  decide  up  " 
this  locality  as  the  best  field  for  his  efforts,  an  i 
in  1872  he  arrived  in  Perrysburg.  There  were 
but  fifty-four  cents  in  his  pocket;  but  he  pos- 
sessed a stout  heart,  and  a willingness  to  accept 


. 

' 


. 


■ 


IP.  ■'  I 


- . 

■ 


. 

' 


1181 


| 


t 


4 


I 


! 

I 


» 

I. 


irooz»  coUu 


toil  and  hardships  as  the  price  of  success.  He  ; 
secured  employment  on  a farm  by  the  month,  j 
later  worked  in  a sawmill,  and  by  close  economy 
managed  to  save  enough  money  to  buy  forty 
acres  of  wild  land.  Here  the  proud  and  happy 
owner  proceeded  to  build  a log  house  and  clear  a 
farm. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Johnson  married  Miss  -Engel 
Brinker,  of  Perrysburg  township,  and  ten  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  union,  of  whom  seven  are 
living:  Mary  (the  wife  of  Charles  Shelden),  ' 

Hank,  John,  William,  Louie,  Whilomene  and 
Katrina.  As  his  first  little  home  came  under 
cultivation,  Mr.  Johnson  gradually  extended  its 
borders  until  he  now  owns  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  township.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  ; 
and  a leading  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Josiah  Hall.  Among  the  most  progressive 
and  successful  farmers  of  Perry  township  will  be 
found  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens  this  ! 
sketch,  and  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  its  repre-  1 
sentative  citizens. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
December  15,  1828,  and  is  one  of  eleven  chil- 
dren comprising  the  family  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Mills)  Hall.  The  father  was  of  Irish  ancestry, 
and  a man  of  sturdy  build  and  of  an  active,  ener- 
getic character.  He  was  a self-made  man,  and 
acquired,  through  his  own  efforts,  a comfortable 
fortune,  being  the  owner,  before  his  death,  of  300 
acres  of  good  land  in  Crawford  county'.  He  died 
in  the  latter  county,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  better  land 
some  eight  years. 

Josiah  Hall  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  was  only  one  year  old  when  his  parents 
settled  in  Likens  township,  Crawford  county. 
He  had  a very  limited  education,  and  his  boyhood 
was  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer’s  lads, 
working  on  the  home  place,  and  getting  what 
schooling  he  could  during  the  short  days  of  the 
winter  time.  All  the  other  sons,  as  they  reached 
maturity,  went  out  into  the  world  to  make  their 
own  way,  but  our  subject  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  their  death.  November  1,  1885,  in 
Bloom  township,  Seneca  county,  Mr.  Hall  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher and  Mary  Swartz,  and  who  was  born  in 
Virginia,  January  23,  1830.  For  eight  years 
after  his  marriage  our  subject  lived  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  then,  in  April,  1864,  bought 
eighty  acres  in  Section  18.  in  Perry  township. 
Wood  county.  For  this  he  had  paid  in  part  with 
a team  and  some  tools,  but  was  still  heavily  in 
debt.  Only  ten  acres  of  the  place  were  cleared. 
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and  on  this  was  built  a hewea-Iog  house,  but 
much  work  was  still  needed  to  bring  the  soil  un- 
der cultivation.  He  owned  this  land  for  eight 
years,  working  on  and  improving  it,  before  tak- 
ing up  his  residence  there,  in  the  meantime  add- 
ing eighty  more  acres  to  it,  so  that  when  he 
finally  removed  to  the  farm  he  had  a fine  proper- 
ty of  160  acres.  After  locating  there  perma- 
nently, he  erected  good  buildings,  and  otherwise 
improved  the  place,  and  has  never  since  spent  a 
month  at  a time  away  from  his  home.  He  now 
owns  280  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  farm- 
ers of  the  community. 

To  Mr.  Hall  and  wife  eight  children  have 
been  born,  as  follows:  William,  who  is  farming 

in  Milton  township,  this  county,  on  forty  acres 
given  him  by  his  father;  Mary  and  Franklin,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Eliza,  who  died  when  twenty- 
three  years  of  age;  Owen,  living  with  his  par- 
ents; Alice,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Patterson,  living  in 
Perry  township;  Dow  and  Daniel,  both  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Mr.  Hall  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and.  while  taking  the  interest 
which  every  good  citizen  should  take  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  and  Nation,  he  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  He  is  unusually  well  preserved 
for  a man  of  his  age,  and  is  still  industrious, 
working  about  his  place,  and  overseeing  affairs  as 
actively  as  a much  younger  man  might  do.  He 
is  an  excellent  citizen,  progressive  in  his  ideas, 
and  has  deservedly  made  a success  of  his  calling. 

Harrison  Nelson.  The  story  of  our  heroic 
American  ancestors  is  a source  of  inspiration,  in- 
terest and  encouragement,  and  often  valuable 
lessons  can  be  learned  from  those  around  us. 
The  life  of  our  subject  is  ’in  many  respects  ex- 
emplary, for  his  career,  honorable  and  upright  in 
all  respects,  is  that  of  a self-made  man  who 
has  overcome  the  obstacles  of  limited  circum- 
: stances,  and  by  persistence,  energy,  and  resolute 
purpose  worked  his  way  steadily  upward.  Mr. 
Nelson  was  born  in  Mercer  county,  Penn.,  Jan- 
uary 8,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  Nicholas  and  Cath- 
erine (Lightner)  Nelson,  also  natives  of  the  Kev- 
stone  State.  His  great-grandfather,  William 
Nelson,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  came  to 
America,  establishing  the  family  in  this  countrv. 
His  son  Joseph,  the  grandfather,  removed  from 
Huntingdon  to  Venango  county,  Penn.,  in  1S02. 
but  in  1810  returned  to  Huntingdon,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1837.  In  that  year  he  re- 
moved to  Mercer  county,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1850.  His  children  were  John,  who 
died  in  1878;  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  John  Me- 


' 

■ 

■ . 


1182 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Kim,  of  Pennsylvania;  Daniel  and  fames,  both 
deceased;  Margaret,  wife  of  Matthew  McCord,  of 
Mercer  county;  Lydia,  wife  of  Curtis  Pierson,  of 
Mercer  county.  On  both  the  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal sides  the  family  of  our  subject  is  connected 
with  men  prominent  in  American  annals,  espe- 
cially the  history  of  the  Revolution.  Among  the 
number  were  Thomas  Nelson,  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  from  Virgin- 
ia. The  father  of  Robert  Lee  was  also  descend- 
ed from  the  same  ancestry. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1804, 
was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  and  throughout  his 
life  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  100 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  Mercer  county,  Penn. 
There  his  death  occurred  in  1882,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  July  12,  1859.  Their  children  were 
James,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Mercer  county;  Samuel,  also  on  the  homestead 
farm;  Adam,  who  has  lived  in  California  since 
186.0;  Nancy,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen; 
David,  who  entered  the  United  States  army  in 
1861,  and  died  in  the  hospital  in  front  of  Rich- 
mond, June  9,  1862;  Harrison,  of  this  sketch; 
and  Catherine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Nelson,  of  this  review,  ac- 
quired a good  English  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  entered  upon  his  business  career  as 
clerk  in  a mercantile  establishment  in  his  native 
county,  being  thus  employed  at  the  time  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  In  October,  1861,  he 
enlisted  as  a private  of  Company  F,  57th  Penn. 
V.  I.,  and  served  until  November  12,  1864,  par- 
ticipating in  the  battles  of  Yorktown,  Williams- 
burg, Fair  Oaks,  seven  day’s  fight  in  front  of 
Richmond,  Bull  Run,  Chantilla,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Kelly’s  Ford,  Mine 
Run,  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom  and  the  siege  of 
Petersburg.  In  May,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant,  and  in  May.  1863, 
after  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  for  gallant 
and  meritorous  service  was  made  first  lieutenant. 
After  tlie  battle  of  Gettysburg  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain,  but  for  two  months  was 
forced  to  lie  in  a hospital  in  Virginia,  owing  to  a 
wound  received  in  the  left  thigh  during  that  most 
important  engagement  of  the  war.  In  March, 
1863,  he  had  been  detailed  as  adjutant  of  the 
regiment,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  Jan- 
uary 1,  1864,  when  he  assumed  command  of  his 
company.  When  his  term  expired,  Capt.  Nelson 
returned  home  and  resumed  clerking.  In  1877 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  has  remained  continuously 


since.  On  the  29th  of  November,  1888,  became 
to  Wood  count)’,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  bus- 
iness of  the  company  here  in-  the  capacity  of 
guager.  He  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a 
poor  boy,  but  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward, 
his  merit  and  fidelity  winning  him  continued  pro- 
motion, until  he  now  occupies  a remunerative  and 
responsible  position. 

On  March  29,  1866,  Mr.  Nelson  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Kate  Bell,  a native  of  Mercer 
county,  Penn.,  born  December  14,  1844,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  B.  and  Ann  (Scott)  Bell,  na- 
tives of  the  Keystone  State.  In  politics  Mr.  Nel- 
son is  an  active  Democrat,  and  an  earnest  work- 
er in  his  party.  In  religious  faith,  his  views 
coincide  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Presbyterian  de- 
nomination. Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  Lodge,  the  Union  Veteran  Legion,  and 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  all  the 
relations  of  life  he  displays  the  same  loyalty  and 
fidelity,  that  marked  his  career,  when,  on  South- 
ern battle  fields,  he  followed  the  old  flag  that  now- 
waves  victoriously  and  proudly  over  the  united 
nation. 

Lewis  F.  Myers,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  in  Bloom  township,  is  a native  of  the 
same  locality,  born  in  Section  12,  July  26,  1854, 
and  is  a son  of  John  Myers.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Frederick  Myers,  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
where  he  was  married,  and  later  came  to  the 
United  States,  being  six  months  upon  the  ocean, 
during  which  time  some  of  his  children  died  and 
were  buried  at  sea.  After  living  for  a time  in 
Pennsylvania,  he  removed  to  Stark  countv,  Ohio, 
and  later,  to  Seneca  county,  same  State,  w-here 
he  owned  forty  acres  of  land,  but  he  and  his  wife 
passed  their  last  days  in  Indiana. 

The  birth  of  the  father  of  our  subject  oc- 
curred December  25,  1S20,  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
when  ten  years  of  age  he  left  home,  going  to  live 
with  a man  who  sent  him  to  school.  On  the  re- 
moval of  his  parents  to  this  State  he  came  with 
them.  In  Seneca  county  he  was  married  June 
15,  1840,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Polly 
Bare,  who  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  February  3,  1817,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Catherine  (Kraft)  Bare.  Her  father  died  in  the 
Keystone  State,  after  which  Mrs.  Bare  accom- 
panied her  father,  Henry  Kraft,  to  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  later  moving  to  Seneca  county,  where  she 
married  David  Snyder,  and  there  her  death  oc- 
curred. After  his  marriage  Mr  Mvers  rented 
land  in  Seneca  county  for  a time.  but.  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  removed  to  Section  [4.  Bloom 
township,  Wood  county,  having  purchased  eighty 
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acres  there  the  day  after  Franklin  Pierce  was 
elected  President.  Not  a stick  of  timber  had 
been  cut,  and  most  of  the  place  was  under  water, 
while  the  dwelling  was  a rude  log  cabin  with 
clapboard  .roof,  and  boards,  laid  loosely,  formed  the 
lloor.  It  was  a difficult  task  to  clear  and  develop 
the  land,  provisions  were  high,  flour  being  $14 
per  barrel,  and  the  family  experienced  all  the 
sufferings  and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life. 
The  father  still  makes  his  home  upon  that  land, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  best: -cultivated  tracts  in 
the  community,  and  is  operated  by  the  youngest 
son,  while  he  is  practically  living  retired.  He  was 
formerly  a Democrat,  but  now  supports  the  Peo- 
ple’s party,  taking  little  interest  in  politics, 
however.  During  their  early  residence  here  Mrs. 
Myers,  after  a hard  day’s  work,  would  sew  for 
others;  thus  aiding  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
She  is  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  a member 
of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church.  In  the  fam- 
ily were  the  following  children:  Catherine  A., 

wife  of  William  Apple,  of  Bloom  township;  Will- 
iam, who  was  a member  of  Company  A,  8th  O. 
V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
being  buried  in  the  National  Cemetery  there; 
Henry,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Barbara,  now  Mrs. 
Snowden  Sargent,  of  jerry  City;  John  G. , of  Cyg- 
gent,  Ohio;  George,  whodied  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joseph  Madden, 
of  Bloom  township;  Lewis  F. , of  the  same  town- 
ship; David,  of  Jerry  City;  and  Josiah  at  home. 

As  his  parents  were  in  limited  circumstances 
the  school  privileges  of  Lewis  F.  Myers  were  lim- 
ited, and  since  the  age  of  fourteen  he  has  pro- 
vided for  his  own  maintenance,  working  as  a farm 
hand  for  several  years.  His  first  property  con- 
sisted of  forty  acres,  which  had  originally  be- 
longed to  his  brother  George,  who  was  drowned, 
and  he  purchased  the  interests  of  his  brothers 
and  sisters.  It  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and 
he  began  its  improvement  while  still  under  the 
parental  roof. 

On  December  5,  1886,  Mr.  Mvers  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Aggie  Munn,  widow  of 
David  Munn.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Liberty 
township,  Wood  county,  March  12,  1850,  and 
she  is  a daughter  of  Snowden  L.  and  Hannah 
(Jones)  Sargent,  farming  people.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  began  their  domestic  life  upon  rented 
land;  but  in  the  summer  of  r 8 8 7 he  erected  his 
present  home  upon  his  place,  and,  on  its  com- 
pletion, they  removed  to  it.  He  has  also  built 
a barn  36x60  feet,  with  18  foot  posts,  and  made 
other  necessary  improvements.  He  is  a sys- 
tematic farmer,  progressive  and  industrious,  as 
the  neatness  of  his  place  well  indicates.  At 


I State  and  National  elections  he  generally  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket,  but  in  local  affairs  he  is 
not  strictly  partisan,  holding  himself  free  to  vote 
: for  the  man  and  not  the  party. 

Isaac  Whitsox  is  one  of  the  highly-esteemed 
and  popular  citizens  of  Wood  county,  who,  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  went  forth  in  the  defense  of  his 
country,  and  made  for  himself  an  honorable 
record  as  one  of  the  boys  in  blue.  All  who 
know  him,  respect  him  for  his  genuine  worth, 
j and  he  is  justly  numbered  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  Perrysburg  township.  His  father, 
James  Whitson,  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  in 
the  early  ’40s  became  a resident  of  Stark  county, 
Ohio.  In  1843  he  married  Jane  Rideout,  and 
took  up  his  abode  near  Massillon,  Ohio,  whence, 
in  1853,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Daven- 
port, Iowa.  He  died  in  that  city  two  years  later, 
leaving  a widow  and  the  following  children : 
Isaac;  George  Washington,  who  was  drowned  in 
Maumee  river,  in  1857;  Mary,  wife  of  Horace 
Coy,  of  Oregon  township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio;  and 
Ella,  wife  of  Arthur  Mandell,  of  Perrysburg  town- 
ship. 

The  subject  of  this  review  acquired  his  early 
education  under  rather  unpropitious circumstances. 
He  entered  the  schools  of  Massillon,  Ohio,  spent 
two  terms  in  a school  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and 
continued  his  studies  in  Ross  township,  Wood 
county,  whither  he  had  come  after  his  father’s 
death  to  live  with  his  grandparents.  Before  he 
attained  his  majority  he  entered  the  army,  en- 
listing February  13,  1864,  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany C,  3d  Ohio  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  O.  M. 
Brown,  and  Col.  Horace  Howland.  He  served 
for  eighteen  months,  holding  the  rank  of  cor- 
poral, and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Edgefield, 
Big  Shanty,  Atlanta,  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  Wil- 
son's raid.  On  August  4,  1865,  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge  and  returned  home. 

In  October,  186S,  Mr.  Whitson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lavina  Mogle,  a native  of 
Wood  county.  They  have  four  children:  George 
E.,  born  July  2,  1869,  is  now  married,  and  living 
at  home;  William  J . , born  January  r 3 , r 87 1 , is  also 
married,  and  living  at  home;  Ida  May,  who  was 
born  October  28,  1875,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Zingg;  and  Sarah  Jane,  born  May  4,  1SS1. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Whitson  re- 
moved to  a forty-acre  farm,  one  mile  south  of 
Lime  City.  To  this  he  has  added  until  he  now 
owns  120  acres  of  valuable  farming  iand,  im- 
proved with  good  buildings,  and  all  modern  ac- 
cessories and  conveniences.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was 
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elected  and  served  as  trustee  of  Perrysburg  town- 
ship, although  the  township  is  strongly  Demo- 
cratic. His  election  certainly  evidenced  his  per- 
sonal popularity,  and  it  is  said  of  Mr.  Whitson 
that  he  has  not  an  enemy  in  all  Wood  county. 
Socially,  he  is  connected  with  Fort  Meigs  Lodge 
No.  774,  I.  O.  O.  F. , and  Wolford  Post  No.  54, 
G.  A.  R.  He  usually  attends  the  National  En- 
campments of  the  G.  A.  R.  In  1890  he  visited 
his  old  home  in.  Iowa,  and  in  1893,  he  had  the 
pleasure  of  attending  the  World’s  Columbian  Ex- 
position in  Chicago. 

Howard  H.  McClaran,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the 
rising  young  physicians  of  Wood  county,  and  has 
also  taken  an  active  part  in  the  public  affairs  of 
his  locality,  where  he  enjoys  great  popularity. 

His  father,  Avery  McClaran,  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction, 
and  became  a successful  medical  practitioner. 
He  graduated  at  the  Wooster  Medical  College, 
Cleveland,  later  followed  his  profession  in  Nash- 
ville, Holmes  Co.,  Ohio,  and  in  Seal;  Wyandot 
county,  and  then  came  to  North  Baltimore, 
Wood  county,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged 
in  practice  a+  the  time  of  his  death.  He  passed 
away  December  23,  1887,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  years,  and  was  buried  at  North  Baltimore 
on  Christmas  Day.  He  married  Eleanor  Boles, 
who  still  makes  her  home  at  that  place,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children:  Mary  A. , 
wife  of  W.  W.  Lemon,  a shoe  merchant  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio;  William  B.,  agent  for  the  Lake 
Erie  & Western  railroad  at  Frankfort,  Ind.  ; 
Florence,  wife  of  B.  H.  Peters,  of  North  Balti- 
more; Howard  H.;  and  Zella  M.,  wife  of  J.  W. 
Borough,  of  North  Baltimore.  The  father  was 
a self-educated  as  well  as  a self-made  man,  hav- 
ing been  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven  years, 
and  he  managed  to  secure  a good  education,  and, 
later,  a comfortable  amount  of  worldly  goods. 
He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Democratic  party,  with  which  he  always  cast  his 
ballot,  and  intended  in  later  life  to  take  a more 
active  part  in  politics. 

Howard  H.  McClaran  was  born  at  Nashville, 
Holmes  Co.,  Ohio,  February  4,  1867.  When  he 
was  a boy  of  about  nine  years,  his  parents  re- 
moved to  North  Baltimore,  where  he  completed 
his  literary  studies  in  the  public  schools.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  began  work  in  a stave  fac- 
tory, and,  after  being  employed  there  for  some 
time,  learned  telegraphy,  which  he  followed  from 
1 885  until  1 890,  during  that  time  filling  various  po- 
sitions: On  November  25,  1885,  he  became  night 
operator  at  St.  Joe,  Ind.,  and  was  then  stationed 


at  Hoyts  Corners  and  Holgate,  Ohio,  at  the 
latter  place  working  for  both  the  Baltimore  A 
Ohio  and  Toledo,  St.  Louis  & Kansas  City  (now 
Cloverleaf)  railroads.  He  later  went  to  North 
Baltimore,  remaining  there  until  April  rg,  1890. 
when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  book- 
keeper for  J.  S.  Hamilton,  in  the  lumberyard  and 
planing-mill  business,  at  North  Baltimore.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1 890,  he  was  offered  a higher  salary  by  the 
Buckeye  Pipe  Line  Company,  with  which  he  went 
to  Station  33,  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of 
Jerry  City,  Wood  county,  as  engineer  and  oper- 
ator. At  the  end  of  a year,  however,  he  resigned 
and  began  the  study  of  medicine,  entering  Starl- 
ing'Medical  College,  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  Sep- 
tember 5,  1891.  At  the  end  of  six  month'  his 
means  were  exhausted,  and  he  was  compelled  to 
secure  work,  being  employed  at  driving  a delivery 
wagon  for  a time.  Later  he  resumed  his  studies 
at  the  Nashville  (Tenn.)  Medical  College,  where 
he  was  graduated  February  23,  1893,  and,  re- 
turning to  North  Baltimore,  practiced  there  for  a 
short  time.  On  April  22,  1893.  he  located  at 
Bloomdale,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a good 
practice. 

In  Bloomdale  the  Doctor  was  married.  No- 
vember 15,  1S94.  to  Miss  Mary  George,  of  that 
city,  daughter  of  David  George,  who  was  at  one 
time  a miller,  but  later  engaged  in  farming.  Dr. 
McClaran  has  always  been  a strong  supporter  f 
the  Democratic  party,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S94 
was  elected  mayor  of  Bloomdale  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  although  the  village  is  Republican 
by  100  majority.  This  honor  was  conferred  upon 
him  after  only  one  year's  residence  in  the  place, 
and  there  is  probably  not  another  instance  oi  the 
kind  in  Ohio.  His  administration  was  highlv 
satisfactory,  and  he  displayed  careful  judgment 
and  sound  common  sense  in  his  management  of 
affairs.  The  Bloomdale  Derrick , which  is  op- 
posed to  the  Doctor  in  politics,  gave  him  the 
following  highly  complimentarv  "send-off  - 
j "Down  and  Out:  This  week  the  mayor,  Dr. 

j McClaran,  steps  down  and  out,  and  his  sucees- 
! sor,  J.  L.  Easley,  takes  his  place.  The  Doctor 
has  proved  to  be  a careful  and  pains-taking 
officer.  His  administration  of  the  village  govern- 
ment has  been  one  of  conservative  action.  He 
has  always  taken  pains  to  be  on  the  safe  side  ot 
the  public  questions.”  He  enjoys  the  confid  ;nee 
of  the  best  citizens,  and  bv  his  successful  practice 
in  his  chosen  profession  has  gained  a liberal  pat- 
ronage. He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  n civ., 
societies,  belonging  to  Bloomdale  Lodge  No.  27S. 
K.  of  P.,  also  the  Rathbone  Sisters  of  Bloomdai  . 
and  was  formerly  a member  of  Fostoria  Divish 
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No.  32,  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers.  The 
Doctor  is  a stockholder  in  the  Bloomdale  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association,  and  owns  an  interest 
in  a business  block  at  North  Baltimore. 

Jacob  Metzger,  a valued  and  esteemed  agri- 
culturist of  Perrysburg  township,  has  his  resi- 
dence upon  Section  24,  where  he  has  a farm  of 
seventy  acres  of  most  superior  land,  which  is  un- 
der excellent  culture  and  well  improved.  The 
buildings  upon  the  place,  including  a good  brick 
residence,  are  of  a neat  and  substantial  character, 
betokening  thrift  and  prosperity.  He  is  meeting 
with  a merited  success  in  his  farming  operations, 
and  bids  fair  to  achieve  an  easy  competence,  so 
that  in  his  declining  years  he  may  rest  peacefully 
from  the  cares  of  life. 

Mr.  Metzger  was  born  in  Liverpool  township, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Catherine  (Struble)  Metzger,  natives  of  Stuttgart, 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  where  they  were  reared 
and  married  about  1835.  Coming  to  the  New 
World,, they  located  in  Liverpool  township,  Me- 
dina county,  where  the  father  opened  up  a fifty- 
three-acre  farm  in  the  midst  of  the  woods,  and 
there  his  death  occurred  in  1882,  while  his  wife 
died  in  18S8.  In  their  family  were  nine  children, 
namely:  Fredericka,  who  was  the  wife  of  Jacob 

Kurfus,  died  April  14,  1883,  in  Troy  township, 
Wood  county;  Lewis  resides  in  that  township; 
Mrs.  Julia  Hager  makes  her  home  in  Michigan; 
John  was  killed  in  Troy  township,  March  19, 
1855;  Mrs.  Kate  Bordner  lives  in  Onawa,  Iowa; 
Jacob  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mrs.  Margaret 
Brooker  died  June  2t,  1874,  in  Litchfield,  Me- 
dina county;  Mrs.  Eliza  Messmer  resides  at  Er- 
hart,  Medina  county;  and  Andrew  lives  upon  the 
old  homestead  farm  in  that  county. 

Mr.  Metzger,  of  this  review,  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  county,  and  has  always  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming,  working  at  home 
until  coming  to  Wood  county  in  1861,  when  he 
located  in  Troy  township;  but  the  following  year 
found  him  a resident  of  Perrysburg  township, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In  August, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  111th  O.  Y.  I., 
for  three  years,  or  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
was  mustered  into  service  at  Toledo,  being  as- 
signed to  the  Western  army.  Fie  was  first  on 
guard  duty  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  was  then  in 
the  East  Tennessee  campaigns,  after  which  he 
joined  Sherman’s  army  and  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Atlanta  Returning  to  Tennesse.  he  was 
in  the  battles  of  Franklin,  Nashville,  and  Clifton, 
was  then  ordered  to  Cincinnati,  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  later  was  in 
75 


| the  Carolina  campaigns.  At  Salisbury,  N.  C. , 
he  was  discharged,  and  was  paid  off  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  in  June,  1865.  On  the  termination  of  his 
war  experience  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Per- 
1 rysburg  township. 

In  November,  1865,  in  Liverpool  township. 
Medina  county,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Metzger  and  Miss  Catherine  Snyder,  a native 
I of  that  county,  and  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Amelia  (Swartz)  Snyder,  who  were  born  in  Ger- 
> many  and  became  residents  of  Medina  count) , 
i Ohio,  at  an  early  day.  Since  1852  her  father  has 
made  his  home  in  Troy  township,  Wood  countv, 
where  her  mother  died  in  1892.  To  our  subject 
i and  his  wife  were  born  five  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are  Anna,  who  is 
I preparing  for  a teacher;  William,  at  home;  and 
Bertha. 

Politically,  Mr.  Metzger  is  a stanch  Republic- 
an, always  taking  a deep  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs, and  socially  is  connected  with  Wolford  Post 
No.  51,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Perrysburg,  of  which  he  is 
past  commander.  Both  himself  and  wife  are 
j members  in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

1 and  have  a large  circle  of  friends  and  well- 
wishers. 

George  W.  Slotterbeck,  an  agriculturist  of 
energy  and  ability,  who  is  residing  in  Section  23, 
Bloom  township,  is  a native  of  Wood  count}-, 
born  in  Perry  township,  February  15,  1840.  He 
is  a son  of  John  and  Rachel  (Anderson)  Slotter- 
; beck,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Westmore- 
land county,  Penn. , where  their  marriage  was 
celebrated.  As  early  as  1 S3 3 the  father  entered 
land  in  Perry  township,  where  he  brought  his 
family  the  following  year.  Several  children  were 
born  before  coming  to  this  county,  namely:  Sarah, 
j Henry,  Leah,  Samuel,  Mary  and  John,  and  the 
family  circle  was  later  increased  by  the  birth  of 
1 three — Jacob,  Catherine  and  George  W.,  of 
whom  three  sons  and  one  daughter  yet  survive. 

! From  Pennsylvania  the  trip  was  made  in  a cov- 
ered wagon,  and  from  Fostoria  to  their  farm  the 
i road  lay  through  an  almost  unbroken  forest. 
There  were  few  settlers  in  Perry  township  on 
their  arrival,  and  they  experienced  all  the  suffer- 
ings and  privations  of  life  on  the  frontier.  The 
father  was  a strong  man,  of  powerful  build,  and 
lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  nearly  eighty  years, 
dying  June  27,  1S80.  He  was  born  July  4,  1S00. 
His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  her  final  rest, 
passing  asvu\  in  1870,  md  w is  buried  in  Bloom 
Chapel  cemetery,  whilo  In-  vemai:  s \\ , re  interred 
at  East  Toledo,  Ohio.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  a Mrs.  Barnhisel.  He  was  originally  a 
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Whig  in  politics,  was  a stanch  Abolitionist,  and 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
joined  its  ranks.  Four  of  his  sons  served  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  two  being 
wounded,  though  none  killed. 

The  educational  privileges  of  George  W.  Slot- 
terbeck  were  such  as  the  district  schools  of  Perry 
township  afforded,  and  his  first  teacher  was  Ellen 
Keiger,  of  West  Millgrove,  Ohio,  while  his  early 
farm  training  was  received  under  the  supervision 
of  his  father.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
he  resolved  to  strike  a blow  in  defense  of  the 
Union,  and  on  April  15,  1861 , joined  company  H, 
2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Blackman.  From 
Fostoria  the  troops  went  to  Columbus,  where 
their  guns  were  secured,  on  to  Gallipolis,  Ohio, 
and  pursued  the  enemy  through  West  Virginia  to 
Charleston,  where  their  term  expired.  At  Colum- 
bus our  subject  was  discharged  in  July,  1861,  and 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Perry  township. 

In  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  the  following  November, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Slotterbeck 
and  Maria  Prentice,  a native  of  Wood  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Augustus  Prentice.  They  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  the  home  farm  in 
Perry  township,  our  subject  remaining  there  until 
1862,  when  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  B.  1 1 1 tli  O.  V.  I.;  but  at 
Perrvsburg,  Wood  county,  he  was  taken  ill  and 
was  ordered  home  by  Capt.  Norris.  Later  he 
went  to  the  recruiting  office  of  the  57th  Regiment 
and  joined  Company  B,  under  Capt.  Faulhaber. 
They  met  the  regiment  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and 
his  first  active  engagement  was  at  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  which  was  followed  by  the  battle  of  Ar- 
kansas Post,  where  he  was  wounded,  a ball  graz- 
ing his  chin,  taking  away  a small  portion  of  his 
beard,  and  entering  his  right  arm  near  the  shoul- 
der. For  eight  months  he  was  at  Lossing  Hos- 
pital, St.  Louis,  after  which  he  was  discharged, 
but  his  wound  has  never  entirely  healed,  and  still 
bothers  him. 

After  remaining  for  a time  in  Perry  township, 
Mr.  Slotterbeck  removed  to  a farm  near  Toledo, 
in  Wood  county,  where,  besides  farming,  he  also 
engaged  in  hauling  wood  to  that  city.  On  his 
father's  removal  to  Bloom  township,  he  also  came 
here,  securing  an  eighty-acre  tract  in  Section  23, 
which  was  partially  improved,  though  no  build- 
ings stood  upon  the  place.  With  the  exception 
of  fifteen  acres,  the  land  is  now  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  the  improvements  found 
thereon  include  a good  class  of  farm  buildings  and 
an  excellent  orchard,  all  of  which  has  been  ac- 
complished by  our  subject's  persistent  energy  and 
unfaltering  determination  to  succeed.  He  now 


has  in  his  possession  the  patent  deed  to  his  land, 
signed  by  Andrew  jackson,  which  he  preserv  es  as 
a relic. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slotterbeck  have  been  born 
eight  children,  namely:  William  A.,  of  Eagleville, 
Ohio;  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy;  Frederick, 
of  Freeport,  Wood  county;  Bert,  of  Eagleville: 
Frank,  a farmer  of  Henry  township.  Wood  coun- 
ty; Maud,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Charles  D.  Dibert,  of 
Millbury,  Wood  county;  and  Clyde  and  Edward, 
at  home.  The  parents  are  earnest  members  of 
the  Disciples  Church  of  Eaglesville,  and  are  peo- 
ple of  refined  tastes,  genial  and  social  in  disposi- 
tion. Mr.  Slotterbeck  is  a charter  member  of 
Urie  Post  No.  110,  G.  A.  R. , of  Bloomdale.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, since  which  time  he  has  been  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  he  has  served  as  a member  of 
the  school  board. 

D.  C.  Fast.  Among  the  sturdy,  energetic 
and  successful  farmers  of  Bloom  township  stands 
prominent  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  On  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  he  is  of  German 
descent,  and  was  born  in  Greenwich  township. 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  July  23,  1834,  a son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Hess)  Fast,  the  former  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, July  10,  1S09,  and  the  latter  on  June 
13,  1 81 1.  David  Hess,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
born  in  Germany,  married  a Miss  Hess,  a lady  of 
English  extraction. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Christian  Fast,  who,  for  a time,  was  held 
in  captivity  b}-  the  Indians.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  November  11. 
1830,  and  there  the  father  carried  on  farming 
until  1839,  when  he  brought  his  family  to  Bloom 
township,  Wood  county,  locating  in  Section  27. 
Their  first  home  here  was  a structure  made  of 
poles  and  clapboards,  which  was  soon  replaced 
by  a substantial  log  building,  and  the  land  was 
still  in  its  primitive  condition,  not  a road  even 
leading  to  the  place,  while  wild  game  of  all  kinds 
was  plentiful.  There  the  father  died  of  cholera. 
September  22,  1854,  and  in  less  than  a week  two 
of  his  children,  John  and  Eliza,  died  of  t Ire  same 
disease.  This  left  the  mother  with  five  small 
children,  whom  she  kept  together.  She  pas-ad 
away  January  17,  1888,  and  she  and  her  husbaau 
and  deceased  children  now  lie  side  bv  side  in  the 
Bloom  Chapel  cemetery.  Mr.  Fast  was  a strong, 
muscular  man,  standing  five  feet  nine  inches  m 
height;  in  politics  he  was  an  earnest  Democrat 
In  the  family  were  twelve  children,  namely 
Hannah  J.,-born  August  27,  1S31.  became  tli 
wife  of  James  McGiffin,  and  died  in  Henry  conn- 
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ty,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  (2)  Eliza  C.,  ; 
born  January  31,  1833,  died  in  young  woman-  | 
hood,  and  was  buried  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery.  1 
(3)  I).  C. , the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  j 
order  of  birth.  (4)  Nancy  A.,  born  January  23,  ! 
1836,  married  Cornelius  Keeran,  but  is  now  the  1 
wife  of  David  Farral,  of  Eagleville,  Ohio.  (;') 
Sarah  A.,  born  August  31,  1837,  died  at  the  age  | 
of  sixteen,  arid  was  buried  in  Bloom  Chapel  cem- 
etery, (6)  John  B.,  born  April  22,  1839,  died  at 
the  age  of  about  sixteen,  and  was  buried  in  the 
same  place.  (7)  Anna  B.  was  the  first  child  of 
the  family  born  in  Wood  count}’,  the  date  being 
February  25,  1841;  she  married  Asa  Loman.  and 
died  in  Bloom  township.  (8)  Mary  M.,  born  No- 
vember 12,  1842,  is  now  Mrs.  E.  L.  Stove,  of 
Bloom  township.  (9)  Ephraim,  born  February 
7,  1845,  makes  his  home  in  Jefferson  county, 
Ivans.  (10)  George  \V..  born  July  3,  1847,  is  a 
school  teacher  of  West  Plains,  Howell  Co.,  Mo. 
(11)  Charlotte  E. , born  July  3,  1849,  is  the  wife 
of  George  Black,  of  Bloom  township.  (12)  Ma- 
thias J.,  born  September  13.,  1 S 5 1 , died,  and  was 
buried  in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired  in 
District  No.  S,  in  a log  school  house  on  the 
Leathers  farm,  furnished  with  rough  benches  and 
having  a huge  fireplace  at  one  end,  while  the 
floor  was  puncheon,  and  a desk  ran  along  the  en- 
tire side  of  the  room.  He  has  watched  with  satis- 
faction the  improvements  made  in  the  schools 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, although  his  own  advantages  in  that  re- 
spect were  somewhat  limited.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  home 
farm,  which  he  controlled  until  his  enlistment, 
on  August  29,  1862,  at  Fostoria,  in  Company  H, 
49th  O.  V.  I.,  joining  the  regiment  at  Murfrees- 
boro; soon  after,  however,  he  contracted  rheu- 
matism, and  for  three  months  was  unfit  for  act- 
ive service.  After  being  examined  at  Nashville, 
Term.,  he  was  consigned  to  the  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps  at  Louisville,  Ivy.,  and  later  entered  Hos- 
pital No.  7,  near  that  city,  as  nurse,  filling  that 
position  until  May  13,  1864.  He  was  then  sent 
to  Washington,  I).  C. , as  a member  of  Company 
H,  1 2th  Regiment  V.  R.  C.,  and  did  guard  duty 
in  that  vicinity  and  in  Virginia  until  discharged, 
June  29,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  home  and 
resumed  farming. 

On  May  31,  1866,  in  Montgomery  township. 
Wood  county,  Mr  Fast  was  married,  by  the  Rev. 
William  Dowling,  to  Miss  Calesta  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Madison  township,  Sandusky  Co., 
Ohio,  February  25,  1843,  the  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Jeannette  (Holcomb)  Smith.  To  this 


worthy  couple  have  been  born  two  children. 
Rolla  B.,  who  completed  his  education  by  two 
years’  attendance  at  the  Ohio  Normal  University, 
of  Ada,  has  since  taught  school,  and  is  at  present 
clerk  of  Bloom  township  (in  1892  he  held  the 
office  of  constable);  and  Mary  M.,  still  with  her 
parents. 

Mr.  Fast  works  107  acres  of  rich,  arable  land, 
eighty  of  which  are  comprised  in  the  home  farm, 
and  all  the  improvements  found  thereon  have 
been  the  work  of  some  member  or  other  of  the 
Fast  family,  as  it  was  still  in  a wild  state  when 
they  located  there.  For  fifty  -six  years  our  sub- 
ject has  known  no  other  home  and  throughout 
the  community  he  is  widely  and  favorablv  known. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  for  the  Democratic  party, 
but  since  the  Civil  war  he  has  been  an  unswerv- 
ing Republican.  He  has  served  as  supervisor  and 
school  director.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Christian  Church  at  Eagle- 
ville, Ohio,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon, 
and  to  the  support  of  which  he  has  contributed 
liberally  when  the  house  of  worship  was  being 
erected,  and  since. 

G.  F.  Claus,  whose  name  is  familiar  to  many 
people  in  this  county,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  in  Luckey  since  1 S S 1 , 
and  has  built  up  a fine  trade.  His  first  store 
here  was  conducted  in  a building  near  the  depot, 
now  used  as  a dwelling-house,  where  he  carried 
on  operations  for  seven  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  traded  that  property  for  a frame 
building,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  July  12, 
1893;  but,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  erected  a 
one-story  double-brick  block,  where  he  carries  a 
large  line  of  boots,  shoes,  harness,  etc.  In  1888 
he  had  added  harness  to  his  stock,  and,  in  both 
lines  of  trade,  has  secured  a liberal  patronage. 

Mr.  Claus  comes  from  the  far-away  Father- 
land,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Hanover,  in 
1859,  and  he  is  a son  of  Frank  and  Marv  Roehl) 
Claus,  natives  of  the  same  kingdom,  where 
the  mother  died,  in  1864.  In  1879  the  father 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located  in  Peinberville, 
but  his  last  days  were  spent  near  Perrysburg, 
where  he  passed  away  in  (888.  In  his  familv 
were  four  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary  Kahlen- 

brink,  of  Perrysburg;  Ernest,  who  came  to  Ohio 
in  1874,  and  makes  his  home  in  Peinberville;  G. 
F.,  of  this  review;  and  Henry,  who  died  in  Chi- 
cago in  1882.  Our  subject  received  a very  fair 
education  in  his  bovhood  davs  in  the  -eh  1!-  >f 
Hanover,  where  he  remained  until  1S78,  wh  n 
he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  In  his  native  land  he  had  Inarm'd 
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the  trade  of  a shoemaker,  at  which  he  worked 
for  three  years,  and,  on  coining  to  America,  in 
1878,  was  employed  at  that  occupation  in  Pern- 
berville,  Ohio,  until  his  removal  to  Luckey,  in 
1881.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Claus  with  Miss 
Julia  Landwehr  took  place  in  1884.  The  lady 
of  his  choice  was  born  in  Troy  township,  and  is 
a daughter  of  Frederick  Landwehr,  now  de- 
ceased. One  son  has  been  born  of  this  union — 
Frank. 

Mr.  Claus  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and,  in  February,  1895,  was  appointed, postmas- 
ter of  Luckey,  which  office  was  established  in 
1S81.  In  religious  affairs  he  is  identified  with 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and,  his  fair  dealing  and 
systematic  methods  of  doing  business  have  won 
for  him  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  had  any  transactions. 

A.  L.  Thompson'  is  a representative  of  one  of 
the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Wood  county, 
and  has  been  a prominent  factor  in  its  develop- 
ment, so  that  his  identification  with  its  interests 
well  entitles  him  to  representation  in  a volume  of 
this  character.  His  father,  Aaron  Thompson, 
was  born  in  Hunterdon  county.  X.  J.,  December 
31,  1 8 1 1 , a son  of  Cornelius  and  Frances  (Gano) 
Thompson.  The  grandfather  was  a farmer  who 
spent  his  entire  life  in  New  Jersey,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven,  while  his  wife  survived 
him  several  years.  Their  children  were  William, 
Mary,  Wilson,  Eliza  and  Aaron,  who  reached 
adult  age;  and  George,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Aaron  Thompson  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  receiving  but  limited  school  privileges.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-four  he  began  earning  his  liv- 
ing at  whatever  work  he  could  find  to  do,  and 
afterward  followed  the  cooper's  trade  for  some 
time.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  removed  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married  in 
August,  1841,  to  Lucetta  McBride,  who  was  born 
in  Leroy,  N.  Y.,  November  13,  1825,  a daughter 
of  Amos  and  Clarissa  (Brown)  McBride,  who  re- 
moved to  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  during  Lucetta’s 
early  girlhood,  and  later  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  died.  They  had  nine  children — four 
sons  and  five  daughters — and  the  father  followed 
farming  as  a means  of  livelihood. 

Aaron  Thompson  began  his  domestic  life  in 
Elyria,  and  afterward  lived  in  Ridgeville,  Ohio, 
until  his  removal  to  Pemberville,  being  there  en- 
gaged, in  the  manufacture  of  potash.  Subse- 
quently he  came  to  Woodville,  where  he  also 
worked  in  an  ashery  until  about  1856,  when  he 
purchased  a small  farm  in  Webster  township,  on 
which  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  made  all  the 


improvements  on  the  place,  including  the  erection 
I of  the  buildings  and  the  transforming  of  the 
wooded  tract  into  cultivated  fields.  In  August, 
1861,  he  joined  Company  "K,  21st  O.  V.  [.,  and 
was  discharged  on  account  of  disability  in  Sep- 
tember. 1862,  but  in  February,  1864,  joined  the 
construction  corps,  and  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chattanooga  until  hostilities  had  ceased.  He 
has  always  been  a stanch  Republican,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Arm}'  of  the  Republic,  and  is  a 
; highly  respected  citizen.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  lived  together  for  more  than  fifty-five 
years.  Their  children  are:  Victoria,  wife  of 

James  Van  Buren,  of  Mendon.  Mich.:  Caroline, 
wife  of  William  Meeker,  of  Mendon;  A.  L.  ; 
Augusta,  wife  of  Adelbert  Wright,  of  Gratiot 
county,  Mich.:  John,  of  Freedom  township. 

1 Salina,  wife  of  Walter  Davidson,  of  Webster 
township;  and  Wesley,  of  Woodside,  Ohio. 

A.  L.  Thompson,  of  this  review,  was  born  in 
Pemberville,  May  23,  1851,  and  was  an  only 
child  when  his  parents  located  in  Webster  town- 
ship, near  Scotch  Ridge.  He  there  attended 
school,  and  has  ever  been  a warm  friend  of  edu- 
cation, being  deeply  interested  in  its  progress. 
He  was  married,  in  Webster  township,  to  Emma 
Bassor,  daughter  of  John  Bassor,  who  lives  near 
Blissfield,  Mich.  He  then  rented  a home  near 
Scotch  Ridge,  and  was  employed  at  various 
places  in  the  neighborhood,  mostly  at  farming, 
until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he  bought  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  27,  Freedom  township. 
This  land  was  then  but  slightl}  improved.  It 
was  undrained,  and  hard  labor  has  been  required 
to  transform  it  into  the  valuable  farm  which  it  is 
1 to-dav.  Oil  has  been  found  upon  the  place,  and 
i is  a profitable  source  of  income.  He  has  been 
largely  engaged  in  clearing  timber  tracts,  having 
cleared  over  800  acres,  probably  more  than  any 
other  man  of  his  age  in  Wood  county.  Industry 
I and  energy  are  numbered  among  his  chief  char- 
acteristics, and  have  been  the  means  of  bringing 
to  him  the  success  which  crowns  his  efforts. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  five  children— 
Robert  G. ; Agnes  G.,  wife  of  Harvey  Garner,  of 
Lima,  Ohio;  Lula  M.,  Walter  L.  and  Nellie,  at 
1 home.  By  his  ballot,  Mr.  Thompson  evinces  his 
heart}’  endorsement  of  Republican  principles, 
and  is  a liberal,  progressive  citizen,  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  Socially,  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows 
I societies. 

Evhkharp  Gi  kkins,  who  devotes  his  tinu 
and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  Perry>- 
burg  township,  was  born  June  24,  1826,  in  Gei 
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many,  and  is  a son  of  Clamor  and  Gertrude  | 
(Pruning)  Gerkins,  natives  of  Schledehausen,  i 
Prussia,  and  farming  people  of  that  country,  i 
They  had  six  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  j 
the  eldest;  the  others  being  John,  who  was 
born  September  16,  1833,  and  is  a farmer  of 
Prussia;  Annie  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  1S35,  j 
and  died  April  3,  1S60;  Annie  Marie,  who  was 
born  October  13,  1837,  and  is  now  in  Prussia; 
Clara,  who  was  born  September  29,  1840,  and 
died  in  America  in  1872;  and  Herman  who  was 
born  in  1844,  and  is  now  living  in  Prussia. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1853,  reaching  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  October  6. 
The  following  spring  he  began  farming,  which  , 
pursuit  he  followed  two  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  when  he  came  to  his  present 
home,  a valuable  and  well-improved  property  of 
one  hundred  acres.  He  has  placed  this  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  has  added  all  the 
accessories  of  a model  farm. 

On  April  10,  1849,  Mr.  Gerkins  married  Miss  ! 
Anna  Maria  Schwake,  who  was  born  July  15, 
1825.  The}' have  nine  children ; Kathrina,  who 
was  born  June  2,  1850,  and  is  now  deceased; 

William,  who  was  born  1852,  died  1 S 53  ; Melissa, 
who  was  born  1853,  died  in  infancy ; Sophia,  who 
was  born  February  28,  1854,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Philip  Ziss,  of  Wood  county;  Elizabeth,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Henry,  who  was 
born  June  2,  1859,  and  was  killed  by  a runaway 
team  October  2,  18S8;  Anna,  who  was  born 
December  4,  1861,  and  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Limmer,  of  Wood  county;  Amelia,  born  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1864,  now  at  home;  and  Carrie,  who 
was  born  September  22,  i860,  the  wife  of  Theo- 
dore Minneker,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  The  parents 
have  been  consistent  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  of  Toledo,  since  1SC6,  and 
for  twenty  years  our  subject  has  served  as  elder. 
Since  becoming  an  American  citizen  he  has  given 
his  political  support  to  the  Democracy,  and  has 
been  an  advocate  of  all  measures  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit,  or  to  promote  the  general 
welfare. 

G.  B.  Brim.  The  well-appointed  farm  of 
this  gentleman  is  finely  located  in  Section  27, 
Lake  township,  within  whose  limits  he  arrived  in 
1877,  though  he  had  purchased  the  land  two 
years  previously.  He  has  given  his  clow  a'.'.  11- 
tion  to  its  cultiv  a lion  and  improvement , with  re -nits 
which  can  hardly  fail  to  be  satisfactorv  to  himself, 
lie  is  numbered  among  the  energetic  and  stirring 
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men  who  have  operated  to  such  good  purpose  in 
Wood  county.  His  first  purchase  comprised 
eighty  acres,  but  now  1 16  acres  pay  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  in  return  for  the  labor  expended 
upon  them. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Wood- 
ville,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1853,  and  he  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Betsy  (Loop)  Brim.  His  fa- 
ther, who  was  a native  of  Devonshire,  England, 
came  to  Wood  county,  when  a young  man,  lo- 
cating in  Troy  township,  where  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Loop',  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  cele- 
brated. He  was  employed  on  the  construction 
of  the  Maumee  pike,  but,  after  his  marriage,  re- 
moved ‘to  a farm  in  Woodville  township,  San- 
dusky county,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1873.  His  wife  departed  this  life  in  the 
same  township,  in  March,  1895.  In  their  family 
were  eight  children:  James,  who  still  operates 

the  old  home  farm;  Walter,  a resident  ot  Miil- 
bury,  Wood  county;  Mrs.  Emeline  Duke,  of 
Pettis  county,  Mo.;  George,  who  died  in  John- 
son county,  Mo.;  Mrs.  j.  C.  Ricker,  cf  Troy 
township,  this  county;  G.  B.,  of  this  review; 
Tiilie,  wife  of  George  Ash,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  furniture  at  Logansport.  Ind. ; 
and  Mrs.  William  Gardner,  of  Lake  township. 

Mr.  Brim,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch, 
passed  his  boyhood  days  in  a manner  similar 
to  most  farmer  lads,  and  remained  a member  of 
his  father’s  household  until  coming  to  Wood 
county  in  1S75,  where,  for  two  years,  he  resided 
in  Millbury,  and  then  removed  to  his  present 
farm.  In  Lake  township,  on  March  r,  1877,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Hahn,  who  was  born 
in  Perrysburg  township,  Wood  county,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Valentine  and  Magdalene  (Berg) 
Hahn,  who  are  both  natives  of  Germany,  but 
were  married  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  whence 
they  removed  to  Perrysburg.  Both  are  still  liv- 
ing, and  are  numbered  among  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  the  county.  Seven  children  grace  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife — George.  Clara, 
Otto,  Orville,  Lloyd,  Logan  and  Edna. 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Brim  a 
stalwart  supporter,  and  he  has  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  for  a number  of  years. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  tire 
Maccabees,  being  an  honored  member  of  the 
lodge,  and  takes  a genuine  interest  in  the  enter- 
prises set  on  foot  for  the  progress  and  welfare  of 
his  adopted  county. 

William  Bldij,  a farmer  of  prominence  in 
Perrysburg,  was  born  in  Minden,  Prussia,  June 
3,  1843,  and  the  son  ot  Casper  and  Anna 
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Mary  Budd,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Hanover,  December  13,  17S6. 

Casper  Budd’s  name  was  Casper  Henry  Cur- 
tis, but  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country  at 
that  time,  he  took  his  wife’s  surname  upon  mar- 
rying her.  She  was  born  in  Minden,  Prussia, 
Septembers,  1S11,  and  was  married  the  day  be- 
fore Easter,  1828.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Budd  re- 
mained in  Germany  seventeen  years,  following 
the  occupation  of  farmers.  Mrs.  Budd  owned  an 
estate,  but  they  lost  it,  and  in  rS~;6  they  came  to 
America,  the  voyage  occupying  seven  weeks  and 
two  days.  They  located  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Budd  secured  work  in  a stone  quarry. 
He  had  a hard  time  of  it-,  and  among  other  misfor- 
tunes broke  his  leg.  He  then  moved  to  Perrys- 
burg  and  chopped  wood,  saving  enough  to  buy 
four  acres  of  land  on  which  he  built  a log  cabin, 
where  our  subject  was  born.  Their  lot  was  a 
hard  one,  and  Mrs.  Budd  worked  hard  and  took 
in  washing.  Later  they  bought  eighty,  acres  of 
Government  land  in  Perrysburg  township,  built  a 
shanty  on  it  and  subsequently  sold  it.  Mr.  Budd 
was  a long  time  in  recovering  from  the  injury  he 
received,  and  Mrs.  Budd  was  obliged  to  earn  a 
liViiij,  fur  the  family.  During  Lie  war  Mr.  Budd 
engaged  in  the  huckstering  business,  in  which  he 
made  money  enough  to  buy  1S0  acres  of  land. 
After  the  war  he  quit  the  huckstering  business 
and  retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  in  1872. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  is 
also  Mrs.  Budd,  who  is  still  vigorous  for  one  of 
her  age.  To  this  couple  were  born  ten  children, 
four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  as  follows:  Anna 
Mary,  who  married  Chris  Spilker,  lives  in  Perrys- 
burg township,  and  they  have  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living;  Caroline  M.  is  the  widow  of 
Charles  Clauder,  and  lives  in  Minnesota;  Peter is 
a contractor  and  carpenter,  and  lives  in  Toledo, 
Ohio;  William,  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  child, 
and  he  grew  up  in  Perrysburg  where  he  was  able 
to  obtain  but  limited  advantages  in  the  way  of 
schooling,  fie  learned  the  butcher  and  huckster 
business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  ten  or 
twelve  years,  eight  months  of  which  he  spent  in 
Wisconsin.  He  gave  this  up,  and  returned  to 
the  home  farm,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside 
ever  since. 

On  April  10,  1SS8,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Jennie  Walker,  who  was  born  in  Scotch  Ridge, 
May  23,  1S66,  and  who  is  a daughter  of  William 
and  Lydia  Ann  (Bowen)  Walker.  Six  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  namely:  Sarah  M.,  No- 
vember 17,  [888;  Mary  Della,  December  27, 
1889;  John  C.,  February  15,  1891;  Eugene  W. , 
August  29,  1892;  Esther  K.,  February  4,  1894; 


j 

Jennie  S. . September  30,  1895.  Mr.  Budd  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  at  Perrysburg. 

William  Buck,  who  is  successfully  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  in  Milton,  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
communitv,  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  July 
31,  1S32.  His  grandfather,  David  Buck,  was 
one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution,  and  served 

■ throughout  the  long  struggle  for  independence. 
The  family  was  founded  in  America  by  three 
brothers,  who  came  from  England  and  located 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Thomas  Buck,  w'as  born  in  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.,  in  1791,  and  w-as  a farmer  by  occupation. 
When  a young  man  he  came  to  Ohio,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Twesch,  who  died  in  Stark  county. 
They  had  five  children,  but  Mrs.  Susan  Bishop, 

J of  La  Salle,  111.,  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

I One  son  served  in  the  United  States  army  dur- 
1 ing  the  Mexican  war.  He  afterward  joined  a 
surveying  expedition,  and  it  is  supposed  was  mas- 
; sacred  by  the  Indians  while  on  his  way  to  Utah. 
For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Buck  married  Mrs. 
Wintrode,  a lady  of  German  descent,  who  was 
formerly  Elizabeth  Fox.  She  became  the  mother 
of  our  subject.  Her  father  served  all  through 
the  war  of  1812,  and  while  returning  home  was 
accidentally  killed  by  the  discharge  of  a gun. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  had  six  children, 
namelv:  William;  Levi,  of  Deshler,  Ohio; 

Thomas,  a farmer  of  Iowa;  Rachel,  of  Nebraska, 
widow  of  John  Heldenground;  Sophia,  of  Illinois, 
widow  of  Joseph  Stover;  and  Louisa,  wife  of 
Leal  Mitchell,  of  Kansas. 

William  Buck  was  a child  of  seven  years  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  and 
j first  attended  school  in  Milton  township  when 
thirteen  }-ears  of  age.  His  father  had  entered 
forty  acres  of  land  from  the  government  which 
he  aided  in  clearing,  until  fifteen  years  of  age, 

I when  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  living.  He 
j also  aided  in  the  support  of  his  parents  until 
their  deaths,  which  occurred  in  Illinois,  whither 
they  had  removed  in  1862.  During  the  summer 
months  our  subject  worked  at  farm  labor,  re- 
! ceiving  $8  per  month  and  board,  and  in  the  win- 
ter season  attended  school.  His  wages  were 
afterward  increased  to  $16.  When  a young  man 
i of  twenty-four  he  went  to  Portage,  and  began 
learning  the  harness-maker’s  trade,  at  which  he 

■ served  a two-years’  apprenticeship,  when  >»  ■ 
I bought  out  his  employer,  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness for  four  years.  He  then  sold  out,  and  for 

I three  years  was  engaged  in  general  merchandising 
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in  Portage.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  he 
again  disposed  of  his  property,  and  came  to  Mil- 
ton,  conducting  there  a general  merchandising 
establishment  for  three  years.  When  he  had  sold 
his  store  there,  he  bought  a farm  of  forty  acres  in 
Milton  township,  which  was  afterward  taken  from 
him  on  account  of  a mortgage  that  had  been 
placed  upon  it  by  the  former  owner.  He  lost 
everything  he  had,  except  the  household  goods, 
and  in  consequence  returned  to  Milton,  and  once 
more  engaged  in  the  harness  trade.  In  1887  he 
added  a store  of  general  merchandise,  and  in  the 
conduct  of  this  business  has  been  quite  success- 
ful. He  is  strictly  a self-made  man,  whose  suc- 
cess is  attributable  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 

In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  served  for 
many  terms  as  school  director,  trustee,  township 
assessor  and  school  treasurer.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Disciples  Church. 

Mr.  Buck  was  married  in  Milton  township, 
December  13,  1S61,  to  Ann  Hartz,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  February  11.  1843,  a daughter 
of  Conrad  Hartz,  now  deceased.  Their  children 
are  Burton  B.,  who  married  Jessie  Schooley, 
and  is  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Weston;  Cora  E., 
wife  of  Solomon  Harris,  of  Toledo;  and  Roval 
William. 

Julius  Hahx,  a prominent  and  progressive 
farmer,  and  a business  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability,  is  a worthy  representative  of  the  ag- 
ricultural interests  of  Troy  township,  owning  a 
fine  farm  of  120  acres  in  Section  2,  where  he  lo- 
cated in  June,  1876.  He  is  a native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  born  in  Ashland  county,  in  1S4S,  and 
is  a son  of  Valentine  and  Elizabeth  (Burg)  Hahn, 
both  natives  of  Bavaria,  Germany. 

On  becoming  a resident  of  Ashland  county, 
the  father  was  still  single,  but  there  he  married 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  and  in  1850  removed 
to  Perrysburg  township,  Wood  county,  where  the 
mother  died  three  years  later,  leaving  two  sons — 
Julius,  of  this  review;  and  Rudolph  J.,  a resident 
of  Lake  township,  this  county.  In  1855  the 
father  purchased  land  in  Troy  township,  Wood 
county,  on  which  he  still  makes  his  home.  He 
was  again  married  in  Perrysburg  township,  his 
second  union  being  with  Ellen  Burg,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children— -Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  ' 
of  G.  B.  Brim,  of  Latchie,  Ohio;  Harmon,  of 
Cygnet,  Wood  county;  Mary  and  Laura,  twins, 
the  former  now  Mrs.  Brown,  and  the  latter  Mrs. 
Andrews;  Theodore,  at  home;  Mrs.  Barbara 
Waggoner,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Katie;  Albert;  Au- 
gust and  Clara. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 


■ in  Perrysburg  and  Lake  townships,  where  lie 
; aided  his  father  in  clearing  his  land  until  his  re- 
moval to  his  present  farm  in  1S76,  which  at  that 
time  was  mostly  covered  with  timber.  In  1885 
he  erected  his  present  comfortable  and  substan  - 
tial residence,  and  upon  his  place  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  with  most  excellent  success. 

In  Troy  township,  in  1 8 S 5 , was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hahn  and  Miss  Emma  Kel- 
ler, who  was  born  in  Lake  township,  and  is  a 
! daughter  of  John  and  Ursula  (Houser)  Keller,  na- 
tives of  Switzerland,  who  in  a very  early  day  be- 
l came  residents  of  Lake  township,  where  they 
opened  up  a farm.  The  father  died  in  1876,  but 
the  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  at 
| Perrysburg.  Three  children  bless  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife — Walter,  Nettie  and  Or- 
i vil.  In  political  sentiment,  Mr.  Hahn  is  a stal- 
wart Democrat.  No  man  takes  a deeper  inter- 
est in  the  prosperity  of  his  adopted  country,  and 
! it  is  safe  to  say  that  few  have  contributed  in  a 
larger  degree  to  bring  about  the  results. 

J.  C.  Brandeberry,  an  industrious  and  thrift}' 
farmer  of  Wood  county,  was  born  in  the  north- 
| east  corner  of  Section  34,  Bloom  township,  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Anna  (Clark)  Brandeberry.  The  father’s  birth 
occurred  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  October 
19,  1819,  and  in  pioneer  days  he  located  in  Pern- 
township,  Wood  county,  where  he  married  Miss 
Clark,  a daughter  of  George  Clark.  Soon  after 
he  located  on  the  farm  of  eighty  acres,  where  our 
subject  was  born,  erected  a log  house,  18x20 
feet,  with  stick  chimney,  and  made  all  the  im- 
provements upon  the  place,  which  at  the  time  of 
his  purchase  was  still  in  its  natural  state.  There 
his  first  wife  died  in  1851,  and  was  buried  in 
Brandeberry  cemetery,  Perry  township.  She  left 
five  children— -Philip,  who  enlisted  August  12, 
1861,  becoming  a corporal  of  Company  E,  49th 
O.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  Camp  Nevin,  Ky.,  Novem- 
ber 5,  of  the  same  year;  J.  C. , of  this  review; 
Thompson,  a butcher  af  Jerry  City,  Ohio;  Isaac, 
who  died  after  reaching  manhood,  at  Bloom  Cen- 
ter, Wood  county;  and  Samantha,  who  first 
wedded  Joseph  Wilson,  but  is  now  the  widow  of 
Henry  Dardis,  of  Bloomdale,  Ohio.  The  father 
later  married  Miss  Sophrona  Monroe,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children — Henry  and  William,  botli 
farmers  of  Bloom  township;  Grace,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Mercv,  who  also  died  in  infancy;  Oliver 
of  Bloom  township;  and  Silas,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  mother  of  these  children  passed 
I away  April  1,  1883,  and  was  also  laid  to  rest  in 
Brandeberry  cemetery,  as  was  her  husband,  wh  > 
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died  February  14,  1893.  He  always  took  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs,  casting  his  vote  with  i 
the  Republican  party. 

The  first  school  which  our  subject  attended  | 
was  taught  by  Clarissa  Roberts,  and  he  has 
watched  with  satisfaction  the  great  improvement  i 
made  in  educational  matters  since  that  time.  He  j 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  enlist-  j 
ment  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1864,  in  Company  E, 
144th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Smith,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Baltimore,  Md.,  to  report  to  Gen. 
Wallace.  He  was  later  sent  to  Wilmington,  Del. , 
v/here  he  did  guard  duty,  until  the  expiration  of 
his  time,  and  on  being  discharged  at  Columbus, 
August  25,  1864,  he  returned  home,  working  on  j 
his  father's  farm  until  his  marriage. 

In  Bloom  township,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
186S,  Mr.  Brandeberry  was  married  to  Miss  Har- 
riet Berger,  who  was  born  in  Boardman  town- 
ship, Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  July  26,  1849,  and  is 
a daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Fiester)  Berger. 
To  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born  five  chil-  j 
dren:  Adell,  who  was  born  August  22,  1869,  is 

now  Mrs.  James  O’Leary,  of  Bloomdale,  and  a 
member  of  Jewel!  Temple,  Rathbone  Sisters;  I 
Harry  E.,  who  was  born  February  iG,  1871,  and 
is  a member  of  Sr.  O.  U.  A.  M. ; H.  James,  who 
was  born  July  7,  1873,  and  now  makes  his  home 
in  Bloomdale;  J.  Scott,  who  was  born  October  ; 
7,  1 8/ 5,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years  from 
measles  and  pneumonia;  and  Minnie  M.,  born 

July  30,  1 8 S3. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Brandeberry  located 
on  the  fifty-acre  tract  in  Section  35,  Bloom  town-  j 
ship,  which  he  still  makes  his  home.  The  land 
was  all  wild,  and  he  erected  the  first  buildings 
upon  the  place.  He  is  an  energetic,  enterprising  j 
man;  the  trees  soon  fell  before  his  sturdy  blows,  ; 
and  the  place  has  been  transformed  into  a highly- 
cultivated  farm.  Politically  he  is  a Republican, 
for  which  party  he  always  casts  his  ballot,  and, 
socially,  is  a charter  member  of  Erie  Post  No. 

1 10,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bloomdale,  while  his  wife  be-  : 
longs  to  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  an  auxiliary 
of  that  order,  and  is  a faithful  member  of  the 

Lutheran  Church. 

' 

Abram  Maxsox  Lashuay.  ft  is  largely  to 
the  young  men  that  the  West  is  indebted  for  its 
rapid  advancement,  and  to  this  class  of  enterpris- 
ing, progressive  citizens  belongs  our  subject.  He 
was  born  in  Liberty  township,  October  4,  i860, 
son  of  Alexander  Elixir  and  Charity  (Mercer) 
Lashuay,  the  former  of  whom,  a native  of  Michi-  j 


gan,  came  during  his  boyhood  to  Wood  county, 
and  was  married  in  Libert)’  township.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  were  Abram  M.;  Hattie, 
deceased  wife  of  William  Kidd,  of  Portage  town- 
ship; Dana  Cline,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Clar- 
ence, at  home. 

Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  spent  his 
boyhood  days,  aud  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  entered  the  Normal  School  at  Ada, 
Ohio,  pursuing  his  studies  there  for  three  terms. 
He  then  returned  home  and  resumed  farm  labor 
on  the  old  homestead,  being  thus  employed  until 
he  went  to  a home  of  his  own.  He  was  married, 
November  24,  1S87,  to  Miss  Luella  McMahan, 
who  was  born  in  Liberty  township  June  29,  1S67, 
daughter  of  George  and  Emily  (Bradshaw)  Mc- 
Mahan. Her  father,  a farmer,  died  in  1874, 
leaving  one  child,  Mrs.  Lashuay;  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, her  brother,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.'  Lashuay  at  the  time  of  their 
marriage  located  on  a tract  of  land  of  eighty  acres, 
which  she  had  inherited  from  her  father,  and 
there  lived  about  three  years.  They  next  removed 
to  an  eighty-acre  farm,  of  which  our  subject  had 
inherited  ten  acres  from  his  father.  He  now  con- 
trols the  entire  amount,  and  his  wife  rents  her 
property,  on  which  are  eight  producing  oil  wells. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children. 
Flossie  B.,  born  November  1,  188S;  and  Eldon 
Stanley,  born  August  20,  1893. 

Mr.  Lashuay  was  a supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  until  1892,  after  which  he  was  a stal- 
wart advocate  of  the  Prohibition  part)',  until  the 
“ money  question  ” came  up,  when  he  returned 
to  the  Republican  party.  In  religious  faith  he 
holds  membership  with  the  Disciples  Church, 
takes  quite  an  active  part  in  his  work,  is  a warm 
friend  of  the  cause  of  education,  and  lends  his  aid 
to  all  enterprises  that  he  believes  will  benefit  the 
community  or  promote  the  general  welfare. 

A.  Fultox  M.  Mercer,  still  a resident  of 
Liberty  township,  was  born  there  August  1, 
1859,  son  of  Charles  and  Jane  (Mominee  Mer- 
cer, of  Bowling  Green.  To  the  public  schools  of 
his  home  neighborhood  he  is  indebted  for  his  ed- 
ucation. He  left  school  on  attaining  his  major- 
ity, and  began  farming  in  his  own  interest  on  a 
tract  of  137  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township. 
He  is  a wide-awake  and  enterprising  fanner,  fol- 
lows progressive  methods,  and  is  always  found  on 
the  side  of  advancement.  In  1888,  on  the  re- 
moval of  his  father  to  Bowling  Green,  In  n k up 
his  abode  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  has 
since  purchased,  and  here  owns  100  acres, 
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together  with  a farm  of  240  acres  in  Jackson 
township.  Over  his  business  career  there  tails 
no  shadow  of  wrong,  for  every  business  transac- 
tion conducted  by  him  has  been  one  of  fair  deal- 
ing. and  he  has  the  confidence  and  support  of 
many  friends. 

On  February  26,  1879,  Mr.  Mercer  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Frances  C.  Frisbie,  a native  of  Wood 
county,  and  a most  estimable  lady.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  four  children — Clayton, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  and  Elmer, 
Blanche  and  Leonard,  all  at  home.  In  his  polit- 
ical views  Mr.  Mercer  has  always  been  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  has  served  ten  years  as  school  direc- 
tor, being  a warm  champion  of  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation. He  is  also  an  active  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  of  Rudolph,  and  does  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  its  interests.  Popular  and 
esteemed,  his  friends  are  many,  and  he  is  well 
liked  by  all  who  know  him. 

B.  F.  Lusher,  an  enterprising  merchant  and 
the  popular  postmaster  of  Latchie,  established 
business  thereon  March  21,  1892,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  building  which  he  now  occupies.  For 
a year  and  a half  previously  he  had  conducted  a 
store  at  Moline,  Wood  county.  He  has  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a good  trade,  which  his  well- 
selected  stock  and  courteous  treatment  of  his 
customers  well  merit.  He  also  owns  a good  farm 
in  Lake  township,  well  improved,  and  from  that 
source  adds  not  a little  to  his  income. 

A native  of  Wood  county,  Mr.  Lusher’s  birth 
tood  place  in  Perrysburg  township,  in  1846,  at 
the  home  of  his  parents,  Rudolph  and  Lavina 
(Zimmerman)  Lusher.  His  father  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  and  on  coming  to  the  New  World, 
he  first  located  in  Virginia  when  nine  years  of 
age.  Later  he  accompanied  his  father  to.  Perrys- 
burg township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  as- 
sisted in  building  the  pike,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried. The  mother’s  death  occurred  in  Perrys- 
burg township,  November  1,  1S89,  when  she  was 
aged  sixty-nine  years;  the  father  died  june  16, 
1896,  aged  eighty-four.  Their  family  consisted  of 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  Samuel, 

who,  in  1861,  enlisted  in  Lake  township,  in  the 
the  72nd  O.  V.  T,  for  three  years,  and  died  at 
Corinth,  Miss.;  David,  a merchant  at  Moline: 
B.  F.,  of  this  sketch;  Ezra,  who  operates  the 
home  farm  in  Lake  township;  Emeline;  Mrs. 
Edgar  Mandell,  who  died  July  15,  [893.  at  the 
age  of  forty-three  years;  Mary  Ann,  who  di  > in 
Lake  township,  October  5,  1884;  and  Dehiuli. 

B.  F.  Lusher  was  seven  years  of  age  on  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Lake  township,  where, 


as  soon  as  large  enough,  he  began  to  assist  in 
t clearing  and  developing  the  land,  and  continued 
to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  starting 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Moline.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  at  that  place,  and  is  well- 
informed,  especially  on  the  current  topics  of  the 
day.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Latchie,  which  position  he  is  now  capably  filling. 

In  Perrysburg  township,  in  1S95,  Mr.  Lusher 
was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
! Margaret  Creps,  a native  of  that  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  |ohn  and  Maria  (Cranker)  Creps, 
the  former  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter 
in  Perrysburg  township.  Her  father  was  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  the  township,  arriving  there 
in  1833,  when  only7  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
there  his  father,  Joseph  Creps,  carried  on  a 
tavern  for  some  years.  The  latter  died  at  Perrys- 
burg, in  1 8 54.  After  his  marriage,  the  son  lo- 
cated there,  where  he  engaged  in  carpentering, 

: but  at  present  he  and  his  wife  are  living  upon  a 
farm  in  Perrysburg  township. 

On  political  questions,  Mr.  Lusher  affiliates 
\ with  the  Democratic  party,  and  served  as  trustee 
of  Lake  township  from  1887  to  1893.  He  is 
nothing  of  a politician,  however,  giving  most  of 
his  attention  to  his  business;  but  is  in  favor  of 
any  or  every7  thing  that  is  calculated  to  elevate 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Whatever  he 
I has  accumulated  in  this  world  is  due  entirely7 
to  his  own  industry,  energy  and  perseverance. 
Mrs.  Lusher,  a most  estimable  lady7,  is  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist.  Episcopal  Church 
at  Lime  City. 

Frank  H.  Venia,  one  of  the  well-to-do  and 
prosperous  farmers  of  Ross  township,  is  one  of 
those  men  who  thoroughly  understand  the  busi- 
ness they  are  pursuing,  and  he  is  rapidly  progress- 
ing toward  a comfortable  competence.  Besides 
general  farming  he  is  also  extensively  engaged  in 
fruit  growing.  In  1867  he  came  to  Ross  town- 
! ship,  where  he  bought  a tract  of  forty  acres 
of  timber  land,  which  he  sold  in  18S3,  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres,  forty  of 
which  he  has  tiled  and  placed  under  a high  Hate 
of  cultivation.  He  is  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  having  started  in  life  with  but  little  cap- 
ital beyond  his  own  industry  and  laudable  ambi- 
; tion  to  rise  in  the  world. 

He  was  born  at  Monroe.  Mich.,  July  27, 
1845,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Shinaver ) 
Venia,  natives  of  Canada,  who  at  an  early  dav 
located  upon  a farm  in  Michigan,  wh  re  the 
father  died  in  1852.  The  mother  still  resides 
1 near  Monroe,  that  State,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
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John-  B.oimier.  By  her  first  union  she  had  ten 
children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living — God-  ! 
frev,  who  resides  at  YVhiteford  Center,  Mich.,  j 
and  Frank  H.  The  educational  privileges  of  our 
subject  during  his  youth  were  very  limited,  he 
being  able  to  attend  school  for  only  about  six 
months;  but,  through  reading  and  observation  in 
later  years,  he  has  become  a well-informed  man. 
On  leaving  his  native  State  he  located  in  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  and  at  Sylvania,  Ohio,  on  August 
27,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  18th  United  States 
Regulars  for  three  years.  He  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  battles  from  Murfreesboro,  Tenn., 
to  Jonesboro,  Ga.,  under  Gen.  Sherman.  At 
the  latter  he  was  taken  prisoner  September  1, 
1864,  and  was  confined  in  Andersonville  for 
twenty-two  days.  After  being  exchanged  he 
went  to  Atlanta,  where  he  was  granted  a fur- 
lough, and  after  a visit  to  Toledo,  he  rejoined  his 
regiment  at  Lookout  Mountain,  where  he  was 
honorably  discharged,  August  27,  1S65. 

Returning  to  Toledo,  Mr.  Venia  worked  there 
for  $20  per  month  at  gardening,  until  coming  to  ] 
Ross  township  in  1867.  In  1882,  he  again  made 
his  homeiri  Toledo  for  a time,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  contracting,  furnishing  all  the  heavy 
timbers  for  elevators,  bridges,  and  other  improve- 
ments at  that  place.  He  now  devotes  most  of 
his  time  and  attention  to  fruit  raising,  having  all 
kinds  of  fruit  on  his  farm,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  this  venture. 

In  Washington  township,  Lucas  county,  in 
1868,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Venia 
and  M iss  Hattie  E.  Johnston,  a native  of  Toledo, 
and  a daughter  of  Martin  R.  and  Harriet  E. 
(Breed)  Johnston,  who  were  from  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  and  located  in  that  city  in  the  early 
’40s.  Her  father  engaged  in  gardening  near 
Toledo,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1882.  His 
wife  also  died  in  that  city,  in  1890.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Venia  (four  of 
whom  are  still  living):  Martin  R. , who  died  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years  and  seven  months;  Car- 
rie, wife  of  W.  L.  Alexander,  of  Crestline,  Ohio; 
Frank  E.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Ross 
township;  and  Harvey  R.  and  Edith,  at  home. 

Mr.  Venia  is  quite  prominently  identified 
with  the  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  and  has  assisted  materially  in  the  develop- 
ment of  his  portion  of  the  county.  He  bears 
a high  character  for  sterling  integrity,  is  en- 
tirely a self-made  man,  and  well  dc^  rv  ,-s  the 
success  that  has  come  to  him.  In  political  ques- 
tions he  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 


been  called  upon  to  serve  as  trustee,  assessor 
and  constable  in  his  township. 

John  A.  Rogers  is  one  of  the  younger  repre- 
sentatives of  agricultural  interests  in  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  is  also  numbered  among  the  most  prom- 
inent farmers.  He  was  born  in  Henry  township, 
September  30,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  William.  W. 
Rogers,  a native  of  Maryland,  who,  during  his  in- 
fancy, was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Guernsey  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  About  1853  the  family  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  Lilburn  Rogers,  the  grandfather, 
purchased  600  acres  of  wild  land  in  Henry  town- 
ship. In  that  township  William  Rogers  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hough,  and  then  located  on  the 
old  family  homestead,  where  he  lived  until  the 
spring  of  1891.  He  has  since  resided  in  North 
Baltimore,  Ohio,  and  has  laid  aside  the  cares  of 
business  life.  His  wife  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  1872.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Winfield  Scott,  of  North  Baltimore;  Melissa  and 
Bart,  who  died  in  childhood;  James  Madison,  a 
farmer  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Ida  Wil- 
son, of  Henry  township;  Mrs.  Ada  Haines,  of 
Henry  township;  John  A.,  and  Mis.  Lillie  Brew- 
ster, of  Dunkirk,  Ind.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Mr.  Rogers  married  Nancy  Burkhead, 
and  they  have  a daughter,  Eva,  at  home. 

Mr.  Rogers,  of  this  review,  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  spent  one  term  in  school  in  North 
Baltimore.  He  has  always  lived  on  the  old  home- 
farm,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  with 
his  father  in  the  town,  and  since  old  enough  to 
handle  the  plow  has  engaged  in  farm  work.  He 
is  now  successfully  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  has  developed  upon  the 
place  nine  productive  oil  wells.  He  is  a wide- 
awake young  business  man,  thoroughly  abreast 
w'ith  the  times,  and  is  meeting  with  success  in  his 
undertakings. 

In  Henry  township,  on  April  1,  1893,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rogers  and  Mi» 
Edith  Peters,  who  w'as  born  in  that  township. 
December  23,  1873,  a daughter  of  j.  C.  Peters 
of  Henry  township;  at  first  they  lived  on  the  old 
home  place,  but  later  moved  from  North  Balti- 
1 more  to  Hancock  county,  one  mile  south  an  l 
one-half  mile  west  of  Mt.  Cory.  Their  union  Ini' 
been  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Vera,  who  was 
born  September  26,  1894.  Mr.  Rogers  gives  his 
political  support  to  the  Republican  party. 

George  Riehm,  a prominent  agriculturist  and 
manufacturer  of  Perrys  burg  township,  residing 
near  Lime  City,  was  born  February  26,  [840.  at 
Ilaardt,  Bavaria,  Germany. 
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His  parents,  George  and  Barbara  Xaumer) 
Riehrn,  natives  of  Germany,  came  in  1850  to 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  to  .spend  their  remain- 
ing years.  Both  were  devout  adherents  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  were  highly  esteemed 
for  their  excellencies  of  character.  The  father 
died  in  1867,  aged  sixty-seven  years;  the  moth- 
er, surviving  many  years,  died  in  - 1893,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three.  Of  their  twochildren,  the  elder 
Elizabeth,  is  now  Mrs.  William  Mack.  The 
younger,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  onlv  ten 
years  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  Cuyaho- 
ga county,  and  lie  received  his  education  mainly 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  vicinity.  He  was 
married  June  5,  1866,  to  an  -early  acquaintance, 
Mis3~  Mary  Rietz,  a native  of  Germany,  born  May 
9,  1S43,  whose  parents  had  settled  in  Cuyaho- 
ga county,  in  1849.  Six  children  were  born  of 
this  union;  Elizabeth  married  George  Elder,  and 
has  two  children — Henry  and  Mary;  John  G.  is 
at  home;  George  P.  is  a student  in  the  Normal 
University  at  Ada;  Katie  and  Annie,  twins,  are 
greatly  admired  for  their  culture  and  social  graces, 
and  their  marvelous  resemblance  adds  a unique  in- 
terest to  their  physical  and  mental  charms;  Fred 
A.  is  a student  at  Normal  University  at  Ada, 
with  a view  to  preparing  for  the  study  of  law. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Riehm  came 
to  Wood  county,  and  his  well-tilled  farm  gives 
pleasing  evidence  of  his  years  of  industry  and  ju- 
dicious management.  The  improvements  are  of  a 
high  order,  and  his  residence,  a handsome  twenty- 
room  brick  house  with  furnace  and  other  mod- 
ern conveniences,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 
In  1892  Mr.  Riehm  and  his  sons  opened  a factory  ! 
for  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  tile,  the  enter- 
prise meeting  with  success.  Mr.  Riehrn  takes  \ 
an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  and  is  an  influen- 
tial worker  in  the  Republican  party,  serving  as  a 
delegate  to  the  county  conventions  at  various  i 
times,  and  being  recognized  as  a shrewd  and  safe 
adviser. 

Samuel  Wikle,  deceased,  who  owned  and 
operated  a good  farm  in  Liberty  township,  had 
acquired  a competence  through  his  own  perse- 
verance and  unfaltering  energy.  His  father,  An- 
drew Wikle,  was  a pioneer  of  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  located  in  his  younger  years,  and 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Lawrence.  He  then 
located  on  a farm  where  our  subject  was  born, 
June  13,  1846.  In  1859  he  brought  his  family 
to  Wood  county,  and  secured  forty  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Henry  township,  which  he  cultivated  un- 
til his  death  in  1868.  His  wife  survived  until 
1889.  They  had  seven  children — John,  who  is 


I living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Henry  township; 

■ Mary,  who  resides  with  her  brother:  Sarah,  wife 
of  Percival  Bishop,  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio; 
Martin,  who  died  in  the  army  after  three  months’ 

I service  in  the  Civil  war;  Samuel;  Margaret  Ann 
; and  Daniel,  who  died  in  infancy, 

Samuel  Wikle  was  reared  in  Henry  township 
His  educational  privileges  were  meager,  but  his 
i training  at  farm  work  was  unlimited.  He  worked 

I ® 

| at  home  until  1867,  after  which  he  was  employed 
as  a farm  hand  for  two  years.  He  was  married 
March  4,  1869,  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  to  Martha  Jane 
Cox,  who  was  born  January  iC,  1848,  in  Craw-' 
i ford  county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  George  and 
! Nancy  Jane  (Young)  Cox.  For  a few  months 
they  lived  in  Findlay,  then  came  to  Wood  county, 
and  after  Mr.  Wikle  had  worked  for  others  for  a 
short  time,  he  purchased  a house  and  lot  in 
North  Baltimore,  which  was  his  home*  for  four 
years.  He  afterward  lived  in  Liberty  for  two 
years,  then  went  to  Allen  county,  Ind.,  where  he 
purchased  twenty  acres  of  wild  land.  Having 
cultivated  it  for  four  years,  he  returned  to  W ood 
| countv,  where,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  owned 
, a good  farm  of  thirty-six  acres,  on  which  are 
] seven  producing  oil  wells;  in  1886  he  erected  a 
fine  residence. 

Mr.  Wikle  was  a stalwart  Republican  in  poli- 
tics. His  widow  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  and,  as  was  also  her  husband,  is 
highly  esteemed.  Their  children  are  Francis 
Marion,  who  was  born  October  12,  1S70,  and  died 
December  18,  following;  George  H.,  who  was 
born  December  15,  1S73,  and  married  Rebecca 
Waltemyer;  Maud  M.,  born  February  11,  1876, 
wife  of  Albert  Rose,  by  whom  she  has  one  child, 
Verner;  and  Ofta,  born  February  1S79.  Mr. 
Samuel  Wikle  had  been  in  poor  health  for  about 
six  years,  and  in  April,  1S96,  was  prostrated 
with  heart  trouble,  from  which  he  suffered  greatly 
until  relieved  by  death,  June  2,  1896.  Even  in 
the  hour  of  their  affliction,  the  wife  and  children 
found  their  greatest  comfort  in  the  certainty,  the 
faithful  have,  of  future  reunion,  when,  weary  of 
the  gaudy  trappings  of  this  world,  the  soul  puts 
on  the  robes  of  immortality. 

David  G.  Potter.  Among  the  leading  and 
influential  farmers  of  Washington  township,  who 
thoroughly  understand  their  business  and  pursue 
the  vocation  of  their  chosen  calling  in  a method- 
ical and  workman-like  manner,  is  the  subject  of 
this  biography.  He  was  born  in  Huron  countv. 
Ohio,  between  Monroeville  and  Norwalk,  on  Au- 
gust 24.  1822,  and  is  one  of  the  eleven  children 
of  Elihu  and  Jerusha  (Cadwell)  Potter,  only  four 
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of  whom  are  now  living,  the  others  being:  Allen, 

an  employe  in  a glass  factory  of  Anderson,  Ind.  ; 
Jane,  wife  of  Joseph  McKenzie,  a farmer  resid- 
ing near  McClure,  Henry  Co.,  Ohio;  and  Henry, 
a farmer  of  Washington  township. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Huron  county,  and  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years.  He  was  married  in 
1848,  his  wife  bearing  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Ann  Bates.  She  was  born  in  1827.  By  this  union 
they  had  six  children:  Boron  C. ; Emma  Jane, 
wife  of  Israel  Huffman,  who  resides  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Wood  county;  Celia,  deceased;  Elnora, 
a resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Rosilla,  deceased; 
and  ^lice,  wife  of  William  Bemis,  of  Waterville, 
Ohio.  The  mother  of  this  family  departed  this 
life  in  1882.  On  December  17,  1890,  Mr.  Pot- 
ter was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Clara  Etta  (Parks)  Roderick,  who  was  born 
in  Vermilion  county.  111.,  March  4,  1857.  Her 
parents  were  Isaac  and  Mary  (Fahl)  Parks,  the 
former  of  Quaker  stock,  and  the  latter  a Cana- 
dian by  birth.  By  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Potter 
has  a son,  Ransom  W. , born  November  5,  1 S S 2 . 
Her  father  was  a millwright  by  trade,  and  his 
political  views  were  in  accordance  with  those  of 
the  Republican  party. 

In  both  Huron  and  Wood  counties  Mr.  Pot- 
ter has  served  as  school  director,  and  in  politics 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
won  his  way  to  the  regard  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  having  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
self-made  men  of  the  locality,  starting  out  in  life 
entirely  unaided  by  capital  or  influential  friends, 
so  that  all  he  now  possesses  is  clue  to  his  untiring 
energy  and  perseverance.  He  and  his  wife  at- 
tend the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  she 
holds  membership  with  the  Helping  Hand  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  and  for  two  years 
has  been  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  She 
is  a most  estimable  lady,  winning  the  love  of  all 
by  her  kindly  ways  and  deeds  of  charity. 

Oliver  C.  Alexander,  the  owner  of  a good 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township,  is 
one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  farmers  of 
the  locality.  He  is  a native  son  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, born  at  Pemberville,  New  Year's  Day,  1856, 
and  his  parents  were  Nelson  and  Mary  (Huff) 
Alexander.  When  but  six  months  old  lie  lost  his 
mother,  and  then  went  to  live  with  his  grand- 
father, William  Duff,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm 
through  the  summers,  while  in  the  winters  he 


attended  the  district  schools.  For  ten  years  he 
was  employed  as  a farm  hand,  and  lor  four  years 
of  that  time  pursued  his  studies  during  the  win- 
ter season.  He  then,  in  February,  1882,  pur- 
chased fifty-three  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
which  he  cleared,  ditched  and  fenced,  and  erected 
thereon  a good  house,  and  set  out  a quantity  of 
I fruit.  This  place  he  disposed  of  in  September, 

! 1890,  and  bought  his  present  property,  which 
! comprises  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  moved  the 
i following  March.  He  now  has  an  excellent  farm, 
whose  cultivated  fields  show  his  careful  manage- 
ment,  and  attest  his  industrious  and  progressive 
; spirit. 

The  lady  who  now  bears  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Alexander  was,  in  her  maidenhood,  Martha 
Bailey,  a daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Cook) 
Bailey,  who  make  their  home  in  Plain  township, 

| Wood  county,  near  the  Carr  school  house.  She 
was  born  February  1,  1861,  and  her  marriage 
with  our  subject  was  celebrated  on  February  25, 
1886,  by  which  union  one  son  has  been  born — 
Harry  C.,  whose  birth  occurred  November  11, 
1890.  Mr.  Alexander  uniformly  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  but  has  all  the  business  he 
can  attend  to  without  desiring  to  take  upon  him- 
self the  responsibilities  of  office.  The  family  is 
I one  of  prominence  in  the  social  world,  having 
the  esteem  and  friendship  of  all. 

Frederick  Sommers,  a popular  and  enter- 
prising man,  is  by  nativity  an  Ohioan.  He  was 
born  in  Medina  county,  August  4,  1 S60,  a son  of 
Frederick  and  Rosetta  (Groh)  Sommers.  His 
father  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  entered  the  German  army,  serving 
i seven  years.  During  that  time  he  participated  in 
the  war  with  Algeria,  where  he  witnessed  great 
; suffering  among  the  soldiers,  who  were  tortured 
by  the  Arabs  in  every  conceivable  manner.  Soon 
after  his  return  he  was  married,  and  in  1854  emi- 
grated to  America,  sailing  from  Havre,  France, 
and  reaching  New  York  after  a voyage  of  thirty- 
three  days.  F'or  seven  years  they  resided  near 
Eiverpool,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  then  came  to  Wood 
county.  In  1S62  the  father  enlisted  at  Perrvs- 
burg,  for  service  in  the  Union  army,  in  Company 
I,  111th  O.  V.  I.  During  a long  and  tedious 
march  he  was  overcome  by  the  heat,  and  for  some 
time  was  forced  to  remain  in  different  hospitals. 
Later  he  returned  home  on  a furlough,  and  then 
started  south  again.  On  being  examined  by  a 
physician  in  Cincinnati,  he  was  declared  unfit  for 
further  service,  and  so  received  his  dis<  barge  a 
month  before  the  end  of  the  war.  Returning 
i home,  he  resumed  farming,  and  gave  his  forty 
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acres  of  land  and  $600  for  eighty  acres  in  Liberty 
township.  There  he  died  September  13.  1877, 
aged  fifty-four  years.  In  his  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children — John,  born  May  2,  1S54,  now  a 
practicing  physician  of  North  Baltimore;  Jacob, 
born  June  2,  1857,  a farmer  of  Henry  township; 
Christina,  who  was  born  January  21,  1859,  mar- 
ried Thomas  W.  Knight,  and  died  March  9,  1889; 
and  Frederick,  who  completes  the  family. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
has  always  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
operates  this  place  for  his  mother,  who  is  stiil  Jiv- 
ing. She  was  born  May  6,  1 83  1 , in  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Fred- 
ericka  (Reck)  Groh.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Disciples  Church,  and  a most  estimable  lady. 
Our  subject  has  upon  his  farm  eight  oil  wells 
which  add  materially  to  his  income.  The  place 
comprises  eighty  acres,  and  is  now  well  improved. 

In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  a gentle- 
man of  genuine  worth,  who  "has  the  respect  of 
many  friends. 

George  L.  Meek,  an  enterprising  young 
farmer  of  Washington  township,  is  a native  of 
Wood  countv,  born  on  Tune  6,  1862,  and  is  one 
of  a family  of  ten  children,  that  graced  the  union 
of  Charles  and  Mary  (James)  Meek,  the  former  a 
native  of  Herefordshire,  England.  In  order  of 
birth  the  children  are  as  follows;  Henry,  who 
was  drowned  at  the  age  of  four  years;  John,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four;  Mary,  wife  of 
Henry  Boice,  a farmer  of  Monroe  county,  Mich. ; 
Annie  Jane,  who  makes  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject; Charlie,  who  is  employed  in  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Jennie,  deceased  wife  of  J.  Bowers,  of  Washing- 
ton township;  Emeline  and  Edwin,  twins,  both 
of  whom  are  now  dece?,sed;  George  L.,  of  this 
sketch;  and  James  Edward. 

District  School  No.  1 , of  Washington  town- 
ship, afforded  George  L.  Meek  his  educational 
privileges,  which  he  attend"'  during  the  winter 
months,  while  through  the  dimmer  season  he 
aided  in  the  work  on  the  home  farm.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  commenced  working  for 
others,  as  a farm  hand.  To  agricultural  pursuits 
he  has  ever  devoted  his  attention,  and  now  op- 
erates his  fine  farm  of  forty  acres,  which  is  highly 
improved.  He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  his  political  support  is  given 
the  Republican  party. 

In  September,  1882,  Mr.  Meek  led  to  the  ! 
marriage  altar  Rhoda  May  Edwards,  a lady  of 
English  parentage,  whose  father  was  drowned 
in  the  Atlantic  ocean,  while  on  his  way  to  the 
New  World.  To  this  worthy  couple  have  been 


burn  five  children:  Bertie  E.,  born  September 

2i,  1S83,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years  and 
fourteen  days;  Gertrude  Hannah,  born  Septem- 
ber 12,  1885;  Clara  Bell,  born  March  19,  iSSS; 
Laura  Viola,  born  February  16,  1892;  and  Ld- 
win  O. , born  March  15,  1894. 

Henry  Hersh,  deceased,  who  during  his  life 
time  was  a pioneer  agriculturist  of  Grand  Rapids 
township,  and  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  was  born 
November  1,  1828,  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  a 
son  of  John  and  Rebecca  Hersh;  his  father  had 
been  for  many  years  a leading  farmer  in  that 
county.  The  district  schools  of  his  native  coun- 
ty furnished  Henry  Hersh  an  elementary  educa- 
tion, and  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father  s 
farm  with  the  usual  training  of  a country  youth. 
In  1854  he  came  to  Wood  county  and  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Weston  township,  and 
cleared  and  improved  it,  planting  an  orchard, 
and  putting  up  substantial  buildings.  A few 
years  later  he  sold  this  and  bought  eighty  acres 
near  Grand  Rapids,  which  he  also  cleared  and 
transformed  into  a habitable  and  productive 
farm.  He  constructed  the  first  cider-mill  in  the 
township,  and  made  thousands  of  gallons  of  cider 
each  year.  In  1864  Mr.  Hersh  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  144th  O.  V.  I.  (Capt.  J.  McKee  com- 
manding), for  the  one-hundred-days’  service,  and 
served  until  the  expiration  of  the  term.  He  was 
disabled  in  the  army,  and  died  of  typhoid  fever. 
September  26,  1889.  Not  feeling  strong  enough 
to  work  his  farm  after  his  return  from  the  army, 
he  followed  the  carpenter's  trade,  building  manv 
of  the  homes  of  the  neighborhood. 

On  April  14,  1 S 5 3 , Mr.  Hersh  was  married  in 
Holmes  county  to  Miss  Hannah  Bell,  a native  of 
that  county,  born  April  1 8 , 1833,  a daughter  of 
Margaret  and  John  Bell.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren whose  names  with  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Margaret,  June  12,  1S54,  married  Jacob 
Gundy;  Emily  A.,  born  March  20,  1S57.  died 
April  16,  1862;  John  A.,  August  23,  1859. 

George  E.,  February  7,  1862,  is  a farmer  of 
Grand  Rapids  township;  Edward  G.,  Januarv  29, 
18C5,  graduated  at  Middle  Point,  Ohio,  and  in 
the  Cincinnati  Medical  College,  being  now  a suc- 
cessful physician  at  McComb.  Ohio;  William  H . 
October  12,  1868,  received  part  of  his  education 
in  Grand  Rapids,  and  is  a leading  dentist  at 
Piqua,  Ohio,  having  prepared  for  his  profession 
at  the  Chicago  Dental  College,  and  also  at  Cin- 
cinnati; Arthur  B.,  January  13.  1872.  graduated 
from  the  Veterinary  College  at  Toronto,  Canada, 
and  is  now  a veterinary  surgeon  near  Grand  Rap- 
ids, Ohio;  Delcvan,  June  11,  1875,  farming  on 
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the  homestead;  Doctor  Franklin,  January  29, 
1878,  is  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  politics  our  subject  was  a Republican,  and 
in  local  affairs  his  well-known  ability  and  integ- 
rity gave  his  judgment  great  weight.  He  was 
school  director  for  several  years,  and  took  deep 
interest  in  educational  matters.  He  and  his 
wife  were  prominent  members  of  the  U.  B. 
Church.  Mrs.  Hersh  still  resides  at  the  old 
homestead,  which  she  manages  with  rare  discre- 
tion, adding  valuable  improvements  from  time  to 
tune.  A wise  and  io\  mg  mother,  nee  chief  care 
since  her  husband's  death  has  been  the  educa- 
tion and  settlement  of  her  children,  who  by  their 
success  are  bringing  her  abundant  honors. 

Joseph  Perkins,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Perrysburg  township,  was  born  in  1844,  and 
was  bound  out  for  service,  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  to  Cornelius  Lamb,  of  North  Carolina. 
When  a youth  of  eighteen  he  ran  away,  and  en- 
tered the  Union  army,  as  a servant  to  the  officers, 
being  thus  engaged  from  July,  1862,  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1S65.  In  the  latter  month  he  entered  the 
regular  service,  in  which  he  continued  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1866,  valiantly  defending  the  Union. 

On  May  25,  1868,  Mr.  Perkins  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss,  Mary  Dent,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  Jane  (Grubbs)  Dent,  natives  of 
Mt.  Sterling,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ky.  She  was 
the  eldest  of  thirteen  children,  and  was  born  Au- 
gust 22,  1850,  in  Good  Hope,  Fayette  Co..  Ohio. 
Her  parents  at  the  time  were  engaged  in  aiding  the 
“ Underground  railway”  at  that  place,  and  were 
in  this  service  until  their  daughter  was  seven 
years  of  age.  Their  "station"  was  located  on 
the  farm  of  John  Parrott,  one  mile  west  of  Good 
Hope.  In  1857  they  went  to  London,  Ohio, 
whence  they  went  to  Canada,  and  after  a short 
time  removed  to  Detroit,  Mich.  In  1858  they 
took  up  their  abode  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  died  May  10,  1891.  He  met 
his  death  by  violence  at  the  hands  of  some  one 
who  had  sold  him  liquor  until  he  was  drunk, 
and  then  threw  him  out  of  a second-story  win- 
dow, the  fall  breaking  his  neck. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Perkins  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land, 
whereon  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is  a 
respected  and  well-to-do  citizen,  enterprising  and 
industrious,  and  his  success  has  come  as  the  re- 
ward of  his  own  labors.  His  family  numbered 
twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Joseph  Milton,  born  May  1 >.  1874; 

George  Melvin,  born  March  3,  1880;  Florence 
Evalena  May.  born  June  28,  1882;  Hettie  Ale- 


j mida,  born  July  13,  1SS4;  Frank  Ellsworth  K. , 
i born  January  18,  1887;  Harry  Walter  A.  Wood, 
born  July  9,  1891;  and  Frederick  Arthur,  born 
; June  29,  1S93. 

The  father  of  Joseph  Perkins  was  born  in 
Virginia,  where  he  was  a slave  for  fifty  years,  and 
went  under  the  name  of  Joseph  Williams,  being 
j in  the  service  of  a Mr.  Williams.  In  1879  he 
came  to  Ohio,  to  the  home  of  his  son,  Joseph,  in 
| Wood  county,  and  died  January  1,  1894,  in  Syl- 
vania,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio. 

R.  W.  Davidson,  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
; Wood  county,  was  born  in  Webster  township, 
August  31,  1852,  and  now  occupies  a conspicuous 
place  among  those  who  are  devoted  to  com- 
1 mercial  pursuits.  His  parents  were  James  and 
! Mary  (Williamson)  Davidson.  The  former  was 
born  in  Scotland  Angus*  23,  1S18,  and  when  six- 
j teen  years  of  age  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  father,  Robert  Davidson,  who  located  in 
northwestern  Ohio,  where  he  died  soon  after- 
ward, his  death  being  occasioned  by  drinking 
cold  water  when  intensely  heated.  James  David- 
i son  went  to  Jo  Daviess  county,  111.,  where  he 
\ operated  the  first  enclosed  threshing  machine 
seen  in  that  locality.  During  the  gold  excite- 
| merit  in  California,  he  made  an  overland  trip  with 
| oxen  across  the  plains,  and  visited  different  parts 
■ of  the  West.  He  was  married  in  Illinois  in  1 S 5 r , 
and  came  direct  to  Wood  county,  purchasing 
land  near  Scotch  Ridge  in  Webster  township, 
where  he  lived  for  sometime.  Later  he  located 
near  Bellville  Ridge,  near  Dowling,  Wood  coun- 
ty, arid  about  the  Those  of  the  war  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  20,  Freedom 
township,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time, 

| until  the  farm  comprised  200  acres.  There  he 
lived  until  his  death  October  2,  1S94.  His  wife 
passed  away  November  6,  1SS9,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Scotch  Ridge  cemetery  In  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Republican,  and  both  were  promin- 
ent members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  he  served  as  an  elder,  and  contributed 
liberally  to  its  support.  He  belonged  that  sub 
stantial  and  worthy  class  of  farmers  who  are 
ever  faithful  to  their  duties  of  citizenship,  and 
true  to  their  friends  and  families.  FI  is  children 
were  R.  W.,  of  this  sketch;  Marv,  who  is  living  in 
New  Rochester;  Maggie,  deceased;  William,  a 
farmer  of  Freedom  township;  Nettie,  wife  of  W. 
S.  Kennedy,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio;  James,  a farmer 
of  Freedom;  and  George,  who  died  in  infancy. 

K.  \\  . Davidson,  whose  name  is  found  at  the 
; beginning  of  this  review,  was  reared  on  a farm 
near  his  present  home,  and  received  the  educa- 
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tional  advantages  afforded  by  the  common  schools. 

\t  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  began  life  for  him- 
self as  a farm  hand.  His  father  afterward  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Center  township, 
on  which  he  made  a payment  of  $1,000,  and 
gave  the  property  to  our  subject  on  the  condition 
that  he  was  to  pay  off  the  indebtedness.  At  the 
time  he  left  home,  Mr.  Davidson  was  married, 
and  then  began  farming  in  Center  township, 
where  he  lived  until  the  fall  of  1S82.  He  did 
not,  however,  engage  in  farming,  but  hired  this 
work  done  while  he  devoted  his  energies  to 
carpentering,  enjoying  a liberal  patronage  along 
that  line.  In  the  fall  of  1883,  he  began 
merchandising  in  New  Rochester,  and,  though 
not  experienced  in  this  undertaking,  his  practical 
common  sense,  steady  application  and  persever- 
ance soon  enabled  him  to  conduct  his  operations 
with  the  ease  of  an  old-time  merchant.  For  the 
first  year  and  a half  he  was  associated  with  a 
partner,  but  since  that  time  has  been  the  sole 
owner  of  his  store,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
most  extensive-  and  profitable  country  stores  in 
Wood  county.  As  a merchant  he  is  thoroughly 
reliable,  and  has  the  confidence  of  all  his  patrons, 
which  he  values  highly,  and  which  has  never  been 
abused  in  the  least  degree.  He  erected  his  store 
building  in  New  Rochester,  also  his  residence, 
and  in  addition  to  these  owns  two  others  in  New 
Rochester,  and  one  in  Bradner. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  married  in  Center  town- 
ship, October  22,  1S73,  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  to  Miss  Jessie  Bandeen,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Jane  (Clark)  Bandeen.  Mr.  Bandeen 
was  born  in  Alford,  Scotland,  August  24,  1S24, 
and  died  in  Wood  county,  March  8,  1889;  he 
was  a stone  mason  by  trade.  His  wife  was  born 
July  1,  1832,  in  Ireland,  and  they  were  married 
September  29,  1850,  and  were  the  parents  of 

eight  children — five  boys  and  three  girls. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  hold  membership  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  taking  an  active  part 
in  its  progress  and  upbuilding,  while  Mr.  David- 
son is  serving  as  treasurer  of  the  Church,  and  as 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  By  his  ballot  he 
supports  the  Republican  party;  but  his  attention  i 
is  largely  given  to  his  business  interests,  and  his 
life  demonstrates  that  success  is  not  a matter  of 
genius,  but  the  legitimate  outcome  of  resolute  1 
purpose,  industry,  and  good  management. 

Samuel  Shkoyer,  one  of  the  worthy  pioneers 
of  Wood  county,  was  born  in  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  July  5,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Philip  and 
Salinda  (Fiddler)  Shroyer,  the  former  a native  of 
Pike  township,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  and  the  latter 


of  Pennsylvania.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Leonard  Shroyer,  was  also  born  in  the  Keystone 
State.  After  their  marriage  in  Stark  countv,  the 
parents  removed  to  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  but 
| later  returned  to  the  former  county.  It  was  in 
I 1848  that  they  arrived  in  Wood  county,  where 
the  father  purchased  100  acres  of  cheap  land  in 
| Montgomery  township;  but,  after  two  years.'  resi- 
: dence,  learned  of  an  $800  mortgage  against  the 
| place,  which  caused  him  to  sell,  thus  losing  two 
! years'  labor.  His  next  property  consisted  of 
eighty  acres  in  Portage  township,  and,  on  dispos- 
ing of  that  tract,  he  bought  forty  acres  in  Section 
3 of  the  same  township,  where  he  lived  for  manv 
years.  . His  last  days,  however,  were  spent  in 
the  village  of  Portage,  where  he  died  December 
j 23,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His 
widow  still  resides  at  that  place.  In  religious 
belief  they  were  both  Dunkards,  and  he  was  a 
| supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  in  their  family  of 
eleven  children,  the  others  being:  Martha,  now 

Mrs.  Frank  Bordner,  of  Portage;  Eliza,  who 
j married  Resin  Mercer,  and  died  in  Bowling  Green. 

! Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Philo,  of  Portage. 

; Levi,  a grocer)-  merchant  of  Columbia,  S.  C.  ; 

1 Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Caleb  Mercer,  of  Portage  town- 
| ship;  Joseph,  of  Center  township,  Wood  county; 

Lavina,  who  became  the  wife  of  Gustavus  Cox, 

| and  died  in  Bowling  Green;  Salinda,  now  Mrs. 

Willard  Finlay,  of  Bowling  Green;  Riley,  of 
| Portage;  and  Della,  of  Bowling  Green,  formerly 
Mrs.  Stacy. 

Being  the  eldest  son,  Samuel  Shroyer  was 
called  upon  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family. 

I so  that  he  had  a poor  chance  for  securing  an 
education  in  his  youth.  He  endured  all  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  frontier  life,  their  bread 
being  mostly  of  corn,  and  their  meat  wild  game, 
the  father  often  killing  a deer  before  breakfast. 
On  account  of  the  rude  machinery  of  those  days, 
farming  was  not  an  easy  task,  especially  in  an 
undeveloped  country.  Mr.  Shroyer  remained  upon 
the  home  farm  until  his  marriage,  in  1861,  which 
was  celebrated  in  Portage  township.  Miss  Cath- 
erine Scott  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  in 
that  township  November  2,  1842,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Cynthia  (Johnson)  Scott,  the 
former  a native  of  Ashland  county,  and  a farmer 
by  occupation. 

While  peacefully  pursuing  the  vocation  of  an 
agriculturist,  the  dark  cloud  of  war,  which  had 
for  sometime  lowered  over  our  beloved  countiy. 
broke  upon  our  people.  Patriotic  men  from  all 
the  walks  of  life  thronged  to  the  front  in  response 
to  the  call  of  the  general  government  to  defend 
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our  national  life.  Fired  by  a spirit  of  patriotism, 
Mr.  Shroyer  enlisted  August  6,  1S62,  at  Portage, 
in  Company  A,  100th  O.  V.  I.,  under Capt.  John 
A.  Shannon.  From  their  camp  at  Toledo,  Ohio, 
the  troops  went  to  Covington,  Ky.  In  their 
first  engagement  at  Limestone  Station,  Tenn., 
our  subject  was  captured  by  Stonewall  Jackson’s 
men,  taken  to  Richmond,  and  confined  in  prison 
for  eight  months,  after  which  he  was  sent  to  the 
parole  camp  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  For  five  weeks 
he  visited  home,  and  then  rejoined  his  regiment 
near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  which  he  found  in  line 
of.  battle.  Remaining  with  his  command  until 
mustered  out  at  Greensboro,  N.  C. , he  was  dis- 
charged at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  1,  1865,  with 
an  honorable  war  record.  On  his  return  home, 
with  the  savings  from  his  soldier's  pay,  and  with 
the  few  dollars  his  wile  had,  Mr.  Shroyer  pur- 
chased ten  acres  of  land  in  Section  3,  Portage 
township,  where  he  erected  a house.  To  that 
tract  he  later  added  twelve  acres,  all  of  which  he 
cleared,  ditched  and  improved.  In  18S2  he  sold 
out  at  a good  price,  and  purchased  seventy  acres 
in  Section  10,  where  he  now7  lives.  His  good 
barn  was  built  in  1S89,  and  in  1893  he  erected 
his  pleasant  dwelling. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shroyer  have  been  born 
eleven  children,  namely:  Della,  now  Mrs.  John 

Underwood,  of  Center  township,  Wood  county; 
Ida,  wife  of  Thomas  Eggleston,  of  Portage  town- 
ship; Amanda,  wife  of  Henry  Lein,  of  Portage; 
Olen,  a farmer  of  Portage  township;  Alva,  who 
resides  in  the  village  of  Portage;  Burle\’,  at  home; 
John,  of  Portage  township;  Earl,  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  Arthur,  Jessie  and  Oliver,  all  at 
home.  Mr.  Shroyer  takes  a great  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he 
casts  his  ballot,  and  is  a member  of  Wiley  Post, 
G.  A.  R. , of  Bowling  Green.  Pioneers  like  Mr. 
Shroyer  endured  many  trials  in  those  early  days. 
Privations,  hardships,  lack  of  old  friends  and 
conveniences,  could  only  be  tolerated  by  faith  in 
the  • 4 good  time  coining.  ” 

George  E.  Mercer,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  successful  business  men  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  who  has  acquired  a reputation  for 
good  judgment,  skill  and  “push,”  which  many 
older  men  might  envy,  is  a native  of  Wood 
county,  born  March  18.  1862,  on  a farm  in  Lib- 
erty township. 

Caleb  Mercer,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  March  14,  1814,  in  Columbiana  county. 
Ohio,  a son  of  William  Mercer,  a native  of  West- 
moreland county,  Penn.  The  latter  was  mar- 
ried, in  Columbiana  county,  to  Charity  Petit,  who 


was  also  of  Pennsylvania  birth,  and  twelve  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them — six  sons:  George 

William,  John,  Daniel,  Caleb,  Abraham  and 
Charles — and  six  daughters:  Martha,  Mary  Ann, 

Beula,  Charity,  Lucretia  and  Elizann.  The 
father  of  these,  who  was  by  occupation  a stone- 
mason and  farmer,  in  1834  moved  to  Wood 
county,  and  entered  land  in  Liberty  township, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in 
1838;  his  wife  departed  this  life  some  years  later 
in  Columbiana  county,  while  on  a visit.  In  relig- 
j ious  faith  they  were  Quakers,  and  in  his  polit- 
ical associations  Mr.  Mercer  was  an  Old-line 

I Whis- 

Caleb  Mercer,  son  of  William,  assisted  his 
| father  on  the  farm  till  he  was  twenty-cue  years 
old.  and  then  worked  out  for  one  year  at  one 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  with  which  sum,  to- 
gether with  a similar  amount  given  him  by  his 
father,  he  entered  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Port- 
age township.  * Here  he  lived  a couple  of  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  this  land  and 
bought  a 240-acre  farm  in  Liberty  township, 
which  was  also  wild  land,  a road  having  to  be  cut 
through  the  woods  in  order  to  reach  it.  This 
property  he  improved  and  made  a fine  farm  of. 
j and  twenty-one  years  later  he  moved  to  Dela- 
ware county,  where,  in  Delaware  township,  he 
for  three  years  conducted  a grocery  business, 
which  he  sold  out  at  a profit.  Proceeding  now 
to  Iowa,  he,  in  that  State,  bought  320  acres  of 
partly-improved  land,  where  he  made  his  home 
; some  twelve  years,  or  until  the  death  of  his  wife, 
in  January,  1882,  when  he  returned  to  Wood 
j county,  remarried,  and  settled  in  Bowling  Green, 
where  he  has  since  resided. 

His  first  marriage  was  in  1836,  with  Eliza 
Groves,  who  was  born  in  1816,  in  Pickaway 
county,  Ohio,  and  by  her  he  had  seven  children. 

| as  follows:  Henry  G.,  of  Bowling  Green;  Will- 

iam II .,  of  Nebraska;  Matilda,  deceased;  Thomas 
and  Enis  F.,  both  of  South  Dakota;  and  Charles 
j and  Louis,  both  deceased.  For  his  second  wife. 
Caleb  Mercer  married,  on  June  27.  1SS2,  Mrs 
Elvira  Newton,  who  was  born  in  1832,  in  Knox 
county,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Sellers)  Clutter,  the  father  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  mother  of  Ohio.  In  religious  faith 
Caleb  Mercer  is  a member  of  the  Disciple- 
Church,  in  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  hi- 
j younger  days  he  held  prominent  township  offices 

Henry  G.  Mercer,  eldest  son  of  Caleb  and  Eli  a 
1 Groves)  Mercer,  was  born  in  I ibertv  township. 
Wood  county,  Ohio,  December  20,  1837,  and 
remained  at  home,  assisting  in  the  farm  work, 
until  he  was  about  twenty-one  years  old,  when  h - 
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father  presented  him  with  a horse,  and  he  hired 
nnt  as  a farm  hand,  so  continuing  up  to  his  mar- 
riage. At  that  time  his  father  gave  him  fort}’ 
acres  of  wild  land  (a  part  of  the  home  farm), 
which  was  all  in  the  woods,  and  there  Henry 
built  a log  house,  wherein  he  and  his  young  wife 
commenced  the  battle  of  life  together.  This  40- 
acre  tract  he  improved,  then,  in  course  of  time, 
he  bought  land  adjoining,  which  he  also  culti- 
vated. In  1888  he  came  to  Bowling  Green  and 
rented  the  “American  House,”  which  he  con- 
ducted some  nine  months,  when  he  commenced 
contracting,  in  association  with  his  son  George 
K. , for  two  years  constructing  stone  roads.  Im- 
paired health,  however,  compelled  him  to  abandon 
this  line  of  business,  and,  selling  his  farm  (some 
eighteen  months  after  coming  to  Bowling  Green), 
he,  in  October,  1895,  embarked  in  his  present 
prosperous  grocery  business  in  that  city. 

In  August,  1S61,  Henry  G.  Mercer  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  1st  Ohio  Light  -Artillery,  attached 
to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  wherein  he 
served  three  years,  during  which  service  he  partic- 
ipated in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Chickamau- 
ga,  Mission  Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain,  Frank- 
lin and  Nashville,  besides  many  skirmishes.  He 
proved  a.  faithful  and  valiant  soldier,  and  was 
never  absent  from  his  command  a single  day, 
although  at  one  time  he  suffered  severely  from 
the  sting  of  a scorpion,  which  came  near  proving 
fatal  to  him. 

On  January  16,  1S61,  Henry  G.  Mercer  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ruth  Murphy,  of 
Indiana,  born  in  March,  1843,  hi  Hamilton  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  daughter  of  George  G.  and  Sarah  (Jones) 
Murphy,  natives  of  Virginia.  To  this  union 
were  born  two  children:  One  son,  George  E., 

the  subject  proper  of  this  review;  and  one 
daughter.  Amber  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years.  Like  his  father,  in  politics  and 
Church  relationship.  Henry  G.  is  a Republican, 
and  member  of  the  Disciples  Church. 

George  E.  Mercer,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  for  several  years  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  birth- 
place, later  studying  at  the  Weston  High  School, 
at  the  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  two 
terms, and  at  the  Wesleyan  College  of  Delaware, 
Ohio,  three  years.  In  the  district  schools  of 
Wood  county  he  taught  three  terms,  then  went 
'vest,  and  spent  a year  in  Denver,  Colo.,  and 
vicinity.  He  traveled  extensively  in  the  mount- 
ains, and  one  hunting  expedition,  which  was 
especially  memorable,  lasted  for  thirty  days.  Re- 
turning to  the  old  homestead,  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  two  years,  and  then  opened  a butcher  ! 

76 


shop  in  Weston;  but  this  proving  uncongenial, he 
came  to  Bowling  Green,  and  went  into  partner- 
ship in  the  contracting  business  with  his  father, 
Henry'  G.  Mercer,  and  uncle,  a wealthy  contract- 
or, under  the  firm  name  of  Murphy  & Mercer. 
Among  their  first  enterprises  were  the  paving  oi 
Main  street,  the  construction  of  five  miles  of  stone 
road  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  the  direction  of  Genoa, 
and  four  miles  of  stone  road  from  Bowling  Green 
northward.  Mr.  Mercer  owns  a fine  limestone 
quarry  just  north  of  the  city,  and  a few  vears  ago 
he  opened  a stone-cutting  establishment,  to 
which  he  has  given  much  time  and  attention, 
learning  the  business  himself  in  all  its  details. 
This  has  proved  to  be  a lucrative  venture.  He 
has  lately  added  dealing  in  ice  and  coal  to  his 
various  interests,  and  enjoys  a good  trade. 

On  February  28,  1885,  Mr.  Mercer  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Carrie  L.  Powers,  who  is  also  a 
native  of  Wood  county,  born  March  28,  1859, 
and  they  have  one  child,  George  Graham,  born 
February  17,  1886.  Mr.  Mercer  is  a Republic- 
an, takes  an  active  and  influential  part  in  .politic- 
al work,  and  in  the  spring  of  1895,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  city’  council.  The  family  of  Mer- 
cers are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  county,  and  enjoyr  the  unqualified  esteem  and 
regard  of  all.  Mrs.  Mercer  is  a daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  (Downing)  Powers,  the  former  of  whom, 
a native  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  about  the 
year  1S11,  he  being  then  some  eleven  years  old. 
In  1834  he  married,  in  New  York,  Mary  Down- 
ing, a native  of  Yates  county,  N.  Y. , born  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1S16,  and  in  1854  they  came  to  Ohio, 
settling  in  Milton  township.  Wood  county.  Here 
Mr.  Powers  bought  a farm  on  which  he  and  his 
wife  passed  the  rest  of  their  day’s,  the  father  dy- 
ing August  30,  1878,  the  mother  on  January  16. 
1896.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Mary  J.,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  who 

married  Col.  John  McDesmo,  now  deceased: 
Helen  M.  (Mrs.  C.  W.  McDonald),  now  de- 
ceased; Andrew,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky, , in  1863: 
James  F.,  living  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  George  A.,  a 
resident  of  Montana;  Carrie  L. , Mrs.  George  E. 
Mercer;  and  John  and  Leslie,  who  both  died 
young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powers  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  politics  he 
always  supported  th.e  Democratic  party,  and  by 
occupation  he  was  a life-long  and  successful 
agriculturist. 

F.  H.  Peinekt,  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
Wood  county,  who  is  now  engaged  in  general 
farming  in  Washington  township,  is  one  of  the 
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popular  and  enterprising  young  men  of  the  com- 
munity. His  birth  occurred  in  Middleton  town- 
ship on  November  19,  1861,  and  he  is  a son  of 
Frederick  and  Zilpha  (Robinson)  Peinert,  the 
latter  the  daughter  of  Nelson  Robinson.  The 
father  was  born  in  Germany,  but  the  mother  is  a 
native  of  New  York. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools'of  Middleton  and 
Washington  townships,  but  this  was  later  sup- 
plemented by  two  terms’  attendance  at  the 
schools  uf  Bowling  Green  and  weston.  Farming 
has  ever  been  his  occupation,  he  having  assisted 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  his  land  from  an 
early  age,  and  on  attaining  his  majority  worked 
for  him  for  wages  until  twenty-five.  In  con- 
nection with  his  brother,  he  then  rented  107 
acres  for  one  year.  For  the  past  nine  years, 
however,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  eighty  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
has  greatly  improved,  making  it  one  of  the  valua- 
ble farms  of  the  neighborhood. 

On  February  .20,  1889,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Peinert  and  Miss  Mina  F.  Will- 
iams, a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Nettie  (Long- 
more)  Williams,  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  one  son — -Floyd  H.,  born  September  12, 
1891.  Mrs.  Peinert’s  mother  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio;  her  father,  also,  was  born  in  this 
country.  He  is  at  present  a bookkeeper  in  Mer- 
rill’s seed  house,  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  in  politics 
is  an  ardent  Republican.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams 
also  have  a son,  Chester  B.,  born  October  8, 
1866,  who  is-  engaged  in  farming  in  Middleton 
township,  this  county.  He  married  Libbie 
Barnes,  and  they  have  three  children — Merle, 
born  March  27,  1889;  Montis  Myrtle,  born  May 
10,  1890;  and  Olive  Marie,  born  May  9,  1895. 
Mrs.  Peinert’s  birth  occurred  on  April  29,  1S68. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  attend  the  Baptist 
Church,  while  socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  she  is  a member  of  the  L.  O. 
T.  M.,  at  Haskins.  His  political  support  is  un- 
swervingly given  the  Republican  party,  of  whose 
principles  he  is  an  earnest  advocate,  doing  all  in 
his  power  for  the  advancement  of  the  party. 
The  family  hold  a high  position  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  make 
friends  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 

Fred  Samson,  a prominent  business  man  of 
Luckey,  and  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Sam- 
son & Holter,  general  merchants,  has,  since  the 
fall  of  1895,  conducted  his  present  store  in  a new 
building  which  he  erected  that  year.  It  is  a two- 
story  brick,  22  \ 80  feet,  and  there  he  carries  a 


f 

; full  and  complete  assortment  of  general  merchan- 
dise, for  which  he  finds  a ready  sale. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  in  Troy 
township,  where  he  was  born  on  the  farm  of  his 
parents,  Edward  and  Mary  (Whitker)  Samson,  in 
1851.  They  were  both  natives  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, and  came  to  Troy  township,  where  their 
marriage  was  celebrated.  About  1838,  Edward 
Samson  accompanied  his  father,  John  F.  Samson, 
to  this  locality,  where  the  latter  opened  up 
a farm  in  the  midst  of  the  woods,  and 
there  died  in  1852.  The  father  of  our  subject 
also  made  farming  his  life  occupation,  and  on  his 
farm  in  Troy  township,  departed  this  life  in  1893. 
His  widow  still  survives  him.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children,  who,  in  order  of  birth, 
areas  follows:  Fred,  of  this  sketch;  Mrs.  Mary 
Rolf,  of  Pemberville;  Mrs.  Anna  Hartman;  Will- 
iam, of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Sophia  Reste- 
meyer,  of  Freedom  township;  and  Mrs.  Lena 
Swan,  of  the  same  township. 

Fred  Samson  was  reared  like  most  farmer  boys 
in  a frontier  region,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Troy  township,  and  continued 
a member  of  his  father’s  household  until  1SS7, 
when  he  began  the  saloon  business  in  Luckey, 
which  he  conducted  for  eight  years,  .and  then 
opened  his  present  store.  In  Troy  township,  in 
1878,  Mr.  Samson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Eliza  Laurmann,  who  was  born  there. 
Her  parents,  Fred  and  Eliza  Laurmann,  were 
natives  of  Germany,  and  at  an  early  da}-  located 
in  Troy  township,  where  their  deaths  occurred. 
To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
born  five  children:  Mary,  who  clerks  in  her 

father's  store;  Lizzie;  Eddie;  William  and  Her- 
man. The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the 
community,  and  are  faithful  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Samson  is  an 
ardent  Democrat,  and  has  served  as  supervisor  of 
Troy  township.  He  belongs  to  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneer  families  of  the  county,  and  has 
watched  with  interest  the  marvelous  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  this  section  during  the  past 
forty  years. 

John  Shoup.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  in  Section  1,  Portage  township,  March  27. 
1 S46,  and  is  the  son  of  Matthew  and  Catherine 
(Shi new)  Shoup.  Our  subject  first  went  to  school 
in  Sandusky  county,  and  later  in  District  No.  1. 
Portage  township,  his  first  teacher  there  being  a 
Miss  Lamson.  He  has  since  seen  much  improve- 
ment in  these  schools,  and  heartily  endorses  it 
He  worked  on  the  farm,  and  his  schooling  "tis 
obtained  during  the  winter  months.  He  remaiiu  I 
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at  home  until  February,  1864,  when  he  enlisted, 
at  Toledo,  in  Co.  I£,  25th  O.  V.  I.,  as  a recruit, 
the  regiment  being  home  on  veteran  furlough. 
He  joined  it  at  Camp  Chase,  and  went  with  it  to 
Hilton  Head,  S,  C.,  where  it  did  guard  duty  un- 
til fall,  at  times  making  short  foraging  expedi- 
tions. In  the  latter  part  of  October,  Mr.  Shoup 
was  wounded,  at  Honey  Hill,  and  was  confined 
in  the  hospital  at  Hilton  Head  until  the  spring 
of  1865,  when  he  went  to  Fort  Schuyler,  N.  Y. , 
and  then  to  Camp  Dennison  Ohio  where  he  was 
discharged  in  the  fall  of  1865. 

Returning  home,  he  worked  there  until  his 
marriage,  in  November,  1873,  to  Miss  Martha 
Van  Voorbis,  a native  of.  Crawford  county,  and 
the  daughter  of  William  Van  Voorhis.  He  had 
bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  in  Section 
12,  at  a cost  of  $800,  part  of  which  he  paid 
down.  After  his  marriage,  he  located  in  an  old 
log  cabin,  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  remained 
four  years,  and  then  removed  to  his  own  farm, 
and  built  a substantial  brick  house,  where  he 
brought  and  cared  for  his  father,  who  was  at 
that  time  quite  old.  In  the  fall  of  1S82  he  moved 
to  his  present  home,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
To  him  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, Jesse  A.  and  Verna,  both  of  whom  are  at 
home.  He  now  has  160  acres  of  good  land,  and 
is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  substantial  farmers, 
and  progressive,  public-spirited  citizens,  of  Port- 
age township,  besides  being  a shrewd  business 
man.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  an  ad- 
visor and  counsellor  in  his  section.  He  is  a 
member  of  Randall  Post,  G.  A.  R. , at  Freeport, 
and,  with  his  wife,  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Matthew  Shoup,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America  when 
fifteen  years  old,  being  the  first  of  his  family  to 
make  the  trip  to  the  United  States.  He  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  worked  for  Adam  Phillips, 
then  living  on  what  is  known  as  the  “infirmary 
farm.”  He  was  married,  in  Wood  county,  to 
Catherine  Shinew,  and  went  to  farming.  Later 
he  went  to  Montgomery  township,  thence  to  Scott 
township,  Sandusky  county,  where  he  owned  forty 
acres  of  land.  Then  he  came  to  Section  1,  Port- 
age township,  where  he  afterward  lived.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shoup  were  born  four  children:  Will- 

iam, a member  of  Company  I),  tilth  O.  V.  I., 
was  woundecl  at  Resaca,  and  died  two  weeks 
later;  Mary  married  Jacob  Showman,  of  Seneca 
county;  John  is  our  subject;  Kate  became  tlx  wife 
of  Otis  Wilcox,  and  died  in  Montgomery  township. 

Politically,  Mr.  Shoup  was  independent,  but 
voted  the  Republican  ticket  most  of  the  time, 


and  was  elected  trustee  of  Portage  township  sev- 
eral times.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three, 
and  his  wife  when  fifty-seven  years  old.  Both 
are  buried  in  Portage  township. 

J.  W.  Smith.  Prominent  among  the  repre- 
sentative citizens,  and  the  respected  and  influen- 
tial men,  of  Bloom  township  is  found  this  gentle- 
man. He  was  born  in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober 22,  1855,  and  is  the  eldestchild  of  William 
and  Margaret  (Clanachan  ) Smith.  He  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  after  the  manner  of  farmers’ 
sons,  learning  to  plow,  sow  and  reap,  and  in  the 
winter  season  attended  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  When  quite  small  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  and  he 
remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  the  age  of 
eighteen,  when  he  went  to  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  Israel  Cramer, 
after  which  he  worked  as  a journeyman  for  sev- 
eral years.  Later  he  became  a partner  af  Thom- 
as G.  Campbell  in  contract  work,  being  associa- 
ted with  that  gentleman  for  about 'two  years, 
when  he  became  connected  with  R.  A.  McKee 
for  the  same  length  of  time.  For  a year  after 
his  marriage  he  made  his  home  with  his  father- 
in-law,  during  which  time  he  was  preparing  a 
home  of  his  own  on  the  forty-acre  tract,  where  he 
still  lives,  and  which  is  now  a well-improved 
farm. 

In  Bloom  township,  on  December  23,  1880, 
Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  A.  Cotant,  who  was  born  there  September 
20,  1861,  the  fourth  child  in  the  family  of 
Charles  Cotant.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  daughters  and  one  son — Mabel  A , born 
November  2,  1882;  Ethel  M.,  born  September 
20,  1889,  and  Tames  F.,  born  November  16, 
1895. 

On  May  7,  1885,  Mr.  Smith  joined  Corn- 
pan}’  H,  2d  O.  N.  G.,  and  seven  days  later  was 
made  corporal;  on  January  2,  1SS8,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  sergeant,  and  June  to,  1893,  was  com- 
missioned sergeant-major.  On  Januarv  1 2,  1894, 
here-enlisted  for  five  years  as  sergeant-majer 
He  is  well  versed  in  military  matters,  and  his 
command  has  often  received  high  mention  for  its 
excellent  training.  He  has  won  both  a gold  and 
a silver  medal  forgood  marksmanship.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes,  and  since  that  time  he  has  supported  the 
Republican  party,  taking  an  active  interest  in  its 
success  and  attending  the  county  conventions  as 
a delegate.  He  has  efficiently  served  as  trus- 
tee of  his  township,  and  in  his  Church  relations 
he,  his  wife  and  his  elder  daughter  are  members 
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of  the  United  Brethren  denomination,  in  which 
he  is  serving  as  trustee  of  the  Church  and  super-  j 
intendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  A man  of  the  i 
strictest  integrity,  Mr.  Smith  enjoys  the  confi-  1 
dence  of  all,  his  word  never  being  questioned.  He 
is  a skilled  mechanic,  and,  besides  engaging  in 
farming  and  carpentering,  he  has  also  dealt  exten- 
sively in  slate  for  roofing  purposes,  at  Bloomdale. 

Abraham  Walker,  sexton  and  custodian  of 
the  Bowling  Green  cemetery,  was  born  in  Fay- 
ette county,  Penn.,  January  15,  1821.  He  is 
the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Solenbarquer)  ! 
Walker.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on 
the  Susquehanna  river,  in  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.,  and  was  a stone  mason  by  trade.  He' 
died  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  near  New 
Lisbon,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  The  mother 
died  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  when  eighty  years 
old.  She  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  of 
Irish  descent,  and  his  mother’s  people  were  i 
Pennsylvania  Dutch,  her  grandfather,  David  Sol-  : 
enbarquer,  having  been  born  in  Pennsylvania,  j 
and  died  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio. 

Abraham  Walker,  our  subject,  is  one  of 
eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  maturity: 
David,  Thomas,  Presley,  Henry,  Abraham, 
Joseph,  Ann,  Clarissa,  Mary,  and  Isabella.  Of 
these,  Joseph  and  Clarissa,  besides  our  subject, 
are  alive,  Joseph  living  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
and  Clarissa  at  Warren,  Ohio.  Mr.  Walker's 
early  life  was  spent  in  Columbiana  county,  on  a 
farm.  He  was  married  March  1,  1845,  to  Miss 
Lloyd,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  August  31, 
1824.  They  settled  in  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  for  four  years,  and  then  came  to  Wood 
county,  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and,  after  living  at 
various  places,  finally  located  in  Bowling  Green, 
which  is  still  his  home.  There  was  no  sign  of  a 
town  when  he  first  came  to  what  is  now  the 
prosperous  town  of  Bowling  Green.  He  had 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  at 
which  he  worked  and  farmed,  alternately.  That 
was  in  the  days  when  the  huge  forests  were 
being  cleared  away  in  Wood  county,  and  black 
salts  and  potash  were  about  the  only  cash  com- 
modities. He  was  engaged  in  making  potash  for 
fifteen  years,  and  then  became  sexton  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  public 
school  house  for  five  or  six  years,  finally  accept- 
ing the  position  of  sexton  of  the  cemetery,  which 
he  has  held  for  thirty-two  years.  He  is  a Re- 
publican, and  has  been  a consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  thirty-five 
years.  Mr.  Walker  is  a strong,  hale  and  hearty 


man,  and  long  has  been  the  procession  of  youth 
and  aged  whom  he  has  seen  join  the  silent  major- 
ity, sleeping  their  last  sleep  beneath  the  sod. 
Mrs.  Walker,  as  well  as  her  husband,  has  beer, 
spared  in  excellent  health  by  the  “grim  reaper" 
to  a ripe  and  happ)  old  age.  Both  of  their  lives 
have  been  nobly  spent,  and  stand  as  an  excellent 
example  to  be  followed  by  succeeding  generations. 
To  this  couple  have  been  born  four  children,  as 
follows:  Martha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Allan  Cook 

a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  a cit- 
izen of  Bowling  Green.  Jemima,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Baker,  a resident  of  Putnam  county 
Ohio;  they  have  five  sons,  Nathan.  Alva,  Will- 
iam, Ira  and  Charles.  Sarah  died  when  thirty - 
one  years  old;  she  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Dibert. 
Henry  died  when  six  weeks  old. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Walker  were  Floyd  and 
Mary  (Sparks)  Lloyd.  They  were  both  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  and  died  there  when  Mrs.  Walker 
was  a child. 

John  Welling,  a leading  agriculturist  of  Per- 
rysburg  township,  is  a native  of  same,  born  in 
Perrysburg  township  in  1855,  and  although  his 
earlier  years  were  spent  upon  a farm  in  Wood- 
ville  township,  Sandusky  county,  where  he  was 
educated,  he  returned  in  early  manhood  to  settle 
at  his  birthplace.  His  grandfather  Welling  came 
from  Hanover,  Germany,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  and  made  his  home  in  Sandusky  county. 

His  son,  Harmon  Welling,  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther, then  a young  man,  was  married  there  to. 
Miss  Margaret  Albert,  who  was  also  a native  of 
Hanover,  and  afterward  moved  to  Wood  countv. 
locating  upon  a farm  in  the  eastern  part  of  Per- 
rysburg township,  where  he  died  in  1856,  leaving 
two  children — George,  who  resides  in  Perrysburg 
township,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
Welling  was  married  a second  time,  her  husband 
being  Samuel  Schreiner,  of  Stony  Ridge;  her 
death  occurred  in  1861.  Two  children  were 
born  of  the  second  marriage — Henry,  a resident 
of  Toledo;  and  Caroline,  now  Mrs.  Emch,  of 
Woodville  township,  Sandusky  county. 

Left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  Mr.  Welling 
was  reared  at  the  old  home  of  the  family  in  San- 
dusky county ; but.  in  1880,  lie  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm,  near  Stony  Ridge,  where  he  built  .1 
comfortable  and  tasteful  farm  residence.  He 
was  married,  in  1883,  to  Miss  Sophia  Warns.  .1 
daughter  of  Bromain  and  Catherine  Ram 
Warns,  who  came  from  Germany  in  early  life 
and  settled  in  Perrysburg  township,  where  the) 
still  reside.  Four  children  were  born  of  tlr 
union — Arthur,  Edward,  Letiora  and  Walter 
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Mr.  Welling  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Stony  Ridge,  and 
have  taken  a leading  part  in  various  enterprises 
for  the  social  and  religious  advancement  of  the 
community  As  a farmer,  Mr.  Welling  is  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising,  and  his  improvements 
are  first-class — his  barn,  built  in  1887,  being  a 
model  structure,  40x62.  He  is  a general  farmer, 
but  has  given  especial  attention  to  stock  raising. 
In  his  home  farm  there  are  fifty-seven  and  a half 
acres,  but  he  owns  also  a farm  of  seventy-six 
acres  in  the  same  township.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

John  H.  Christeller  was  born  on  the  farm 
which  is  still  his  home,  in  Section  1,  Portage  town- 
ship, March  20,  1856.  His  father,  Christian  Chris- 
teller, was  a native  of  Switzerland,  born  in  1793, 
and  when  a boy  came  to  the  United  States.  In 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  he  wedded  Miss  Anna 
Morolof,  whose  birth  also  occurred  in  Switzerland, 
in  1816,  and  who,  when  seven  years  old,  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  America.  To  them  were 
born  five  children — Frederick,  who  died  when 
forty  years  of  age;  Louisa  and  John,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Amos  Huffman,  of 
Montgomery  township,  Wood  county;  and  John 
H.,  of  this  review. 

On  coming  to  the  New  World  the  father  was 
twenty-five  cents  in  debt;  but,  with  energy  as  his 
capital,  he  started  out.  He  had  learned  the  tan- 
ner’s trade  in  Switzerland,  and  after  his  arrival 
here  followed  shoemaking,  and  also  worked  as  a 
stone  cutter  on  the  Beaver  & Ohio  canal.  He 
secured  eighty  acres  in  Section  1,  Portage  town- 
ship, giving  in  exchange  a gold  watch  and  a small 
piece  of  town  property  he  owned,  but  did  not  re- 
move to. this  place  for  some  years.  He  drove  to 
Wood  count}',  and  began  house-keeping  in  an  old 
log  house  on  his  farm,  near  which  the  pioneer 
road  was  laid  out;  but  later,  when  the  section  lines 
were  established,  the  roads  were  changed  and  the 
house  was  found  to  be  near  the  center  of  the  farm. 
It  was  not  the  intention  of  Mr.  Christeller  to  en- 
gage in  farming  when  he  first  secured  his  land, 
but  he  later  became  attached  to  the  business  as 
his  children  grew  up,  and  he  continued  to  follow 
if  during  the  remainder  of  his  active  life,  though 
he  still  carried  on  shoemaking  to  some  extent. 
On  June  13,  1877,  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four ‘years,  six  months  and  fifteen  days, 
and  his  wife  died  in  February,  1S81,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  being  buried  by  the  side  of  her 
husband  in  Rochester  cemetery.  They  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics 
he  was  a stalwart  Democrat.  He  was  not  over 


1 five  feet  in  height,  but  was  a very  industrious,  en- 
ergetic man,  and  was  still  well  preserved  for  one 
1 of  his  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  had  in- 
j creased  his  landed,  possessions,  until  at  one  time 
he  owned  240  acres,  all  in  Portage  township. 

The  first  school  which  John  H.  Christeller 
attended  was  taught  by  a Mr,  Wollam,  and  the 
good  practical  education  he  secured  was  all  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
His  first  ideas  of  farming  were  received  on  the 
land  where  he  still  practices  them.  On  the  di- 
vision of  the  property,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  when  our  subject  was  twenty-one,  he  re- 
j ceived  as  his  share  the  old  homestead,  on  which 
a substantial  brick  residence  had  been  started. 
This  he  completed,  and  his  mother  lived  with 
him  until  her  death. 

In  Portage  township,  on  March  20,  1890,  was 
: celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Christeller  and 
Miss  Eliza  Emslie,  who  was  born  in  Ruggles 
| township,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  August  20,  1S66, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Elsie  (Thom) 
Emslie,  farming  people.  Previous  to  her  mar- 
riage, Mrs.  Christeller  had  engaged  in  teaching 
in  both  Ashland  and  Wood  counties.  Mr.  Chris- 
teller owns  1 18  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  gave 
to  the  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
land  on  which  their  house  of  worship  was  erected, 
it  being  a part  of  his  farm.  He  is  now  serving 
as  one  of  its  trustees,  and  his  wife  is  also  one  of 
its  faithful  members.  In  politics  he  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of ; the  Republican  party,  and 
takes  a prominent  part  in  local  political  affairs. 
Naturally  he  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence, is  quite  a reader,  and  keeps  well  in- 
formed on  the  leading  topics  and  events  of  the 
! day.  In  their  hospitable  home  both  himself  and 
1 estimable  wife  delight  to  entertain  their  many 
friends. 

Jacob  Helper,  a retired  farmer  of  Perry 
township,  was  born  in  Germany,  July  27,  1824, 
and  is  the  son  of  Peter  Heifer. 

Peter  Heifer,  who  was  a teamster  in  the  old 
country,  brought  his  wife  and  eight  children  to 
; the  United  States,  thirty-six  days  being  passed 
on  the  ocean,  during  the  most  of  which  time  the 
mother  was  ill.  The  glowing  accounts  of  the  re 
sources  of  the  New  World  had  deceived  Mr. 
and  Mrs  Heifer,  and  they  did  not  find  the 
conditions  in  America  as  bright  as  they  had  an- 
ticipated. For  three  weeks  after  arriving  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  the  family  slept  in  a barn.  Mi. 
i Heifer  then  bought  twenty  acres  of  land,  which 
was  cleared  and  improved,  and  on  which  they 
j lived  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  trading 
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it  for  eighty  acres  in  Loudon  township,  Seneca 
county,  to  which  place  the  family  moved.  The 
land  was  unimproved,  and  full  of  timber  and  un- 
dergrowth. A log  house,  20x28  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, was  built  to  accommodate  this  large  family 
of  ten  people,  whose  condition  at  that  time  was 
deplorable.  The  task  of  clearing  the  land  was  a 
laborious  one,  and  the  boys  helped  their  father, 
working  from  early  morning  until  late  at  night. 
The  woods  abounded  in  game  and  wild  animals, 
and  at  one  time,  our  subject,  then  but  a boy,  was 
driving  the  cows  home,  wtien  he  encountered  six- 
teen wolves.  His  only  protection  was  a little 
torch  he  carried;  but  with  this  he  managed  to 
keep  the  animals  at  bay  until  he  reached  home. 
Mr.  Heifer  lived  on  this  farm  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  seventy-five  years 
old;  his  wife  was  eighty-three  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  demise.  Their  family  consisted  of 
fourteen  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity: 
Jacob,  Philip,  Peter,  Michael,  Elizabeth,  William, 
Catherine,  and  Samuel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heifer 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Our  subject,  who  was  eight  years  old  when  he 
came  to  this  country,  attended  school  but  a short 
time  in  Germany.  He  was  reared  as  a farmer's 
boy,  and  worked  at  odd  jobs  on  the  farms  in  the 
neighborhood,  turning  over  what  money  he  earned 
to  his  parents,  with  whom  he  lived  and  helped 
to  support  until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  old. 
In  August,  1851,  he  was  married  in  Loudon  town- 
ship, Seneca  county,  to  Miss  Catherine  Long,  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  when  eighteen  years  old.  They  went  to 
house-keeping  in  Seneca  county,  on  a tract  of 
timber  land,  eighty  acres  in  extent.  Here,  in  a 
log  house,  1 8 x 20  feet  in  size,  and  with  an  in- 
debtedness of  $500,  he  began  life  in  earnest; 
but  he  prospered,  and  for  fifteen  years  lived  in 
this  log  house.  In  March,  1S77,  he  sold  his  eighty 
acres  for  $6, 000,  and  bought  160  acres  in  Section 
23,  Perry  township,  for  which  he  paid  $12,000, 
and  where  he  has  since  resided.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heifer  have  been  born  children  as  follows: 
Daniel,  a resident  of  Cleveland,  Tenn. ; Cather- 
ine, now  Mrs.  Henry  King,  of  Liberty  township, 
Seneca  count}  ; Jacob,  Jr.,  living  at  home;  John, 
who  died  when  live  years  old;  Henry,  farming  on 
the  old  homestead;  Samuel,  also  living  at  home; 
and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Luman,  of  Perry 
township.  Mrs.  Heifer  departed  this  life  No- 
vember 17,  1893,  and  is  buried  in  Fostoria. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a Democrat;  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  he  has  held  office.  He  is  gen- 
erous to  the  deserving,  and  a liberal  contributor 


to  churches  of  all  denominations.  In  1884  he 
retired  from  active  farm  work.  He  has  always 
been  a hard  worker,  and,  although  not  possessed 
of  much  education,  has  considerable  practical 
knowledge,  and  is  a shrewd  business  man.  He  is 
well-to-do,  andisoneof  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Perry  township. 

Levi  Tabekn,  proprietor  of  seventy-two  acres 
of  land  in  Section  6,  Portage  township,  and  a 
gentleman  of  education  and  intelligence,  who 
employed  his  earlier  years  as  a teacher  in  the 
public  schools,  is  now  operating  his  farm  in  a 
highly  successful  manner.  His  father,  James 
Tabern,  was  a native  of  Devonshire,  England, 
born  in  1 8 1 (5,  and,  when  a young  man,  resolved 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New  World.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  he  came  to  Wood  county,  buying 
land  in  Section  6,  Portage  township.  In  Bowl- 
ing Green,  in  February,  1S54,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Anna  E.  {ones,  who  was  born 
in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  September  7,  '831, 
i and  is  a daughter  of  Andrew  and  Phcebe  (Bullis.) 
Jones,  who  were  Eastern  people  by  birth,  but  in 
1834  came  to  Wood  county,  becoming  pioneers 
i of  Plain  township.  In  the  family  were  two  chil- 
dren, the  other  daughter  being  Naomi,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tabern  were  born  four  children : William,  who 

; was  born  March  5,  1855,  and  died  October  23, 
1861;  Levi,  of  this  sketch;  Joseph,  who  was 
born  February  19,  1859,  and  died  August  19, 

1 8 7 S ; and  Phcebe  M.,  who  was  born  March  11, 
1861,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Wallace  Struck,  of  Port- 
age. The  father  operated  his  farm  of  100  acres 
in  Portage  township  until  his  death  from  con- 
sumption, in  December,  1861;  his  remains  were 
interred  in  Sargent  cemetery.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  mother  of 
our  subject,  who  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  later  married  Noah 
Foltz,  by  whom  she  has  two  sons — Albert  L.. 

I who  was  born  April  22,  1868,  and  resides  in 
Kansas;  and  Franklin  P.,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 4,  1870,  and  is  still  with  his  mother. 

The  birth  of  Levi  Tabern  occurred  December 
9,  1856,  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives.  His 
education  was  secured  at  the  “ little  red  school, 
west  of  the  village  of  Portage,  and,  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  place,  fitted  himself  for  teach 
ing,  which  profession  he  took  up  in  Bloom  town- 
ship, at  the  age  of  seventeen.  For  two  years  lu: 
was  then  a student  in  the  Northwestern  Ohi" 
Normal  School,  at  Ada,  and,  after  leaving  tli  a 
institution,  taught  for  seventeen  years,  while  his 
J vacations  were  spent  in  farm  work. 
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On  April  21,  1887,  in  Milton  township,  Wood 
county,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ta- 
bern  and  Miss  Louise  Ries,  a native  of  Townsend 
township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Louise  (Puder)  Ries.  They  began  1 
their  domestic  life  on  the  farm  where  he  was  j 
born,  and,  in  1892,  he  erected  their  pleasant 
residence.  The  home  is  brightened  by  the  pres- 
ence of  a little  son — Glenard  W. , born  August 
20,  1890.  The  mother  holds  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Church.  Although  not  bound  by  ; 
party  ties,  Mr.  Tabern  usually  votes  the  Repub-  i 
lican  ticket,  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity, well  posted  on  the  current  events  of  the  times,  j 
and  is  an  excellent  .citizen  and  prosperous  farmer 
of  Portage  township. 

John  D.  Weaver,  an  industrious  and  thrifty 
farmer,  resides  in  Section  31,  Lake  township, 
where  he  has  a good  farm.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Franklin  county,  Penn.,  in  1842,  and  he  is  a 
son  of  George  W.  and  Eliza  (Davis)  Weaver,  ; 
also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  : 
married,  and  whence  in  1 849  they  took  their  fam- 
ily to  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  The  journey  was 
made  with  a two-horse  team,  and  occupied  six 
weeks.  There  the  family  remained  until  coming 
to  Lake  township,  Wood  county,  in  1S60,  | 
where  the  father  purchased  a tract  of  timber  land, 
on  which  he  erected  a log  house  the  same  fall. 

H is  death  occurred  upon  that  farm  in  July,  1888, 
and  the  mother  also  closed  her  earthly  career  in 
the  same  township,  in  1886,  leaving  behind  them 
an  honorable  record  of  industry  and  honesty. 

The  parental  household  included  fourteen 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living.  Our  sub- 
ject, who  is  the  eldest,  was  followed  by  Mary  j 
Ann,  wife  of  Samuel  Wagoner,  of  Lake  town-  1 
ship;  Mrs.  Sarah  Richards,  of  Gibsonburg,  Ohio; 
Mrs.  Margaret  Kurfess,  of  Lake  township;  Eliza, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Barnabus  Wagoner,  and 
died  in  Lake  township,  December  25,  1879;  j 

George;  Martha,  who  divd  in  Seneca  county; 
Martin,  a resident  of  Lucas  county,  Ohio;  Maria, 
who  died  in  Lake  township,  in  1S60;  Jessie  D., 
who  lives  in  that  township;  Mrs.  UriLla  Joseph, 
of  Plain  township,  Wood  county;  George  B., 
of  Mungen,  Ohio;  Gilbert,  of  Mehnore,  Seneca 
county;  and  Harry  E.,  who  died  in  Lake  town- 
ship, in  1886. 

John  D.  Weaver  was  about  eight  years  of 
age  when  he  arrived  in  Seneca  county,  where  he 
attended  the  primitive  schools  of  that,  dav,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  came  with  his  parents  to  | 
Lake  township.  Here  he  aided  in  clearing  and 
cultivating  the  home  farm,  and  has  ever  devoted  \ 


his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits — 
besides  general  farming,  being  engaged  in  thresh- 
ing for  many  years.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
own  a threshing  machine  in  the  county,  which 
was  run  b.y  six  horses;  but  for  the  past  fourteen 
years  he  has  operated  a steam  thresher.  Twen- 
ty-five acres  of  the  old  homestead  are  now  in  his 
possession,  and  he  also  owns  fifteen  acres  addi- 
tional, located  in  Section  31,  Lake  township. 

In  that  township,  Mr.  Weaver  was  married  in 
1870,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Susan 
Baker,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Leah  (Shtrrick)  Baker, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  pioneers  of  that 
county;- from  which  the)r  removed  to  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  and,  in  1862,  to  Lake  township, 
this  county,  where  the  father  died  in  December, 
1886.  The  mother,  however,  is  still  living,  and 
resides  upon  the  old  homestead  here.  .Seven  of 
her  ten  children  yet  survive;  they  were  as  fol- 
lows: Matilda,  wife  of  George  Wagoner,  of  Lake 
township;  Susan,  honored  wife  of  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Mary  Flarr,  of  East  Toledo,  Ohio;  Adaline. 
wife  of  Isaac  Hufford,  of  Lake  township;  Elias, 
who  died  in  that  township  at  the  age  of  nine 
years:  Samuel,  who  resides  on  the  home  farm: 
Elmira,  who  died  in  1879:  Mrs.  Cora  Keller,  of 
Lake  township;  Henry,  who  is  married,  and  also 
lives  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Harvey,  who  is 
married,  and  resides  at  Stony  Ridge,  Ohio. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  have  been  born  ten 
children,  namely:  Charley,  who  is  married,  and 
resides  in  Troy  township,  Wood  county;  Sydney, 
who  is  married,  and  lives  in  Lake  township;  Ezra, 
Cyrus,  Eroy,  Ida  and  Laura,  all  at  home;  Cora, 
who  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Parm 
E.,  who  died  in  March,  1892;  and  Clinton,  who 
also  died  in  the  same  month. 

Mr.  Weaver  has  witnessed  much  of  the  devel- 
opment and  progress  of  Wood  county,  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  everything  that 
will  promote  its  welfare.  His  ballot  is  general!} 
cast  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  has  acceptably  served  as  a member 
of  the  school  board. 

John  C.  Monks,  a retired  farmer  of  Wood 
county,  who,  with  his  estimable  wife,  is  now 
spending  his  later  years  in  ease  and  comfort  at 
his  pleasant  home  in  Bowling  Green,  is  a natiw 
of  England,  where  he  was  born  at  Redmile.  in  the 
Vale  of  Belvoir,  March  S,  1S33. 

Thomas  Monks,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  same  place  as  his  son,  and  was 
a shoemaker  by  trade,  also  carrying  on  a boot 
and  shoe  store.  'He  was  of  Irish  descent,  and 
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was  a relative  of  the  illustrious  Gen. -Monks,  who 
helped  place  King  Charles  II  on  the  throne. 
Thomas  Monks  was  born  in  1796,  and  died  in 
May,  1SS6,  when,  a little  over  ninety  years  old. 
He  was  a clerk  of  the  Church  of  England  in  his 
parish  for  over  fort)’  years,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed in  his  community.  His  wife  died  at 
forty  years  of  age,  having  been  the  mother  of 
seven  children:  George,  James,  and  Thomas, 

reside  in  England;  William  died  in  that  country; 
John  C.  is  our  subject;  Charles  H.  lives  in  Eng- 
land; Mary  died  in  that  country. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  which  took 
place  when  he  was  seven  years  old,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  attended  school  in  his  native  place 
until  1852,  when,  a lad  of  eighteen,  he  emigrated 
to  America,  landing  at  New  York  City.  He  after- 
ward came  to  Ohio  where  he  worked  for  some 
time  on  a farm  at  Ridgeville,  Lorain  county, 
going  from  there  to  Olmstead,  Cuyahoga  county, 
where  he  was  married  November  24,  1859,  to 
M iss  Nancy  Ann  Fitch,  a native  of  that  county, 
born  August  9,  1835.  Here  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral stock  farming,  raising  cattle,  sheep,  etc., 
until  May,  1887,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Bowling  Green,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  One  child  was  born  to  himself  and  wife. 
This  son,  F.  T. , whose  birth  took  place  Novem- 
ber 13,  1863,  was  educated  in  the  schools  at 
Olmstead  and  at  Berea  College,  and  married 
Letta  Burdick.  His  wife  died  some  three  years  j 
ago,  leaving  two  children,  Edna  A.,  born  No- 
vember 29,  1888,  and  Charles  Gilbert,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1890. 

Mr.  Monks  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Bowling  Green,  and  has  acquired  a comforta- 
ble property  through  his  own  industry  and  good 
management.  His  family  stands  high  in  the  re- 
gard of  their  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, and  they  are  always  ready  to  assist  in  the 
furthering  of  any  worthy  enterprise.  In  politics 
Mr.  Monks  is  a good  Republican,  although  never 
taking  a very  active  part  in  matters  of  the  kind, 
further  than  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  men  he  con- 
siders most  suitable  for  offices  of  public  trust. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  take  a leading  part 
in  its  work. 

B.  F.  Gunder  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
the  cdunty.  He  was  born  in  Perry  township, 
April  25,  1854,  on  the  old  family  homestead  of 
his  parents,  Isaac  arid  Susanna  (Heller;  Gunder. 
The  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  afforded 
him  his  educational  privileges,  and  he  had  ample 
physical  training  upon  the  honle  farm,  where  he  1 


remained  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood,  by  work  in  the 
neighborhood,  and,  in  1888,  desiring  that  his 
labors  should  more  directly  benefit  himself,  he 
rented  a farm  of  124  acres,  in  Perrysburg  town- 
ship, which  he  operated  for  four  years.  He  then 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  now 
resides,  and  also  rents  100  acres,  so  that  he  is 
operating  almost  a quarter  of  a section.  His 
farm  is  now  a well-developed  tract,  and  yields  to 
him  a golden  tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and 
cultivation  he  bestows  upon  it. 

On  March  30,  1876,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Gunder  and  Miss  Ella  Williams, 
who  was  born  in  New  York,  July  25,  1856,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Josiah  Williams,  a carpenter  and 
joiner.  They  had  four  children:  Etta,  born  in 

March,  1877,  now  the  wife  of  William  Kanza- 
mire,  a farmer  of  Middleton  township;  Cora,  born 
in  1878;  Hattie,  born  in  1881;  and  one  who  died 
in  childhood. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gunder  is  an  advocate  of  Re- 
publican principles,  and,  socially,  he  belongs  to 
Fort  Meigs  Lodge  No.  774,  I.  O.  O.  F. , also  the 
Rebekah  Lodge;  and  Masonic  Lodge  No.  123; 
Knights  of  Pythias  No.  524,  all  of  Perrysburg. 
He  has  led  an  industrious  and  useful  life,  is  a 
1 genial,  whole-souled  gentleman,  popular  with  all 
his  many  friends. 

S.  S.  Dilley,  M.  D. , a prominent  physician 
of  Pemberville,  was  born  in  Hancock  county, 
Ohio,  November  30,  i860. 

Freedland  Dilley,  our  subject's  father,  was 
| born  in  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  and  in  early  life  en- 
tered upon  a theatrical  career.  When  a young 
man,  he  came  to  Ohio,  where  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Arabella  Baker,  a native  of  Hancock 
county,  where  he  established  his  home.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and 
he  enlisted,  but  he  died  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
of  smallpox,  while  on  his  way  to  the  front.  His 
widow  afterward  married  Solomon  Frederick, 
and  removed  to  Wood  county,  where  he  died  in 
1895;  she  is  now  residing  in  Jerry  City,  Wood 
county. 

S.  S.  Dilley,  our  subject,  her  only  child,  ob- 
tained his  early  education  mainly  in  the  schools 
of  Jerry  City.  His  first  money  was  earned  by 
finishing  boat  oars;  but  later  he  learned  the  bar- 
ber's trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time. 
He  began  the  study  of  medicine,  with  Dr.  Bry- 
ant, ex-sheriff  of  Wood  county,  and  after  careful 
preparation  he  attended  one  term  at  the  Medical 
College  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  two  terms  at 
the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  from 
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which  he  graduated  in  1894.  He  at  once  located 
in  Pemberville,  where  he  has  already  acquired  a 
good  practice,  his  successful  treatment  of  cases 
entrusted  to  him  bringing  an  enviable  professional 
standing,  which  is  the  best  possible  guarantee  of 
his  future.  On  September  13,  1881,  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  Jerry  City,  to  Miss  Hattie  M.  Yant,  who 
died,  leaving  two  children — Cleoa  and  Freedland 
B.  His  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
August  3,  1894,  was  Mrs.  Mary  Alexander,  of 
Pemberville.  She  is  one  of  ten  children  born  to 
Henry  and  Margaret  (Telemyer)  Bimedick,  born 
March  6,  1852,  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio;  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  English  language,  at  New  Roches- 
ter, and  also  in  the  German  schools  of  Pember- 
ville. Of  her  eight  sisters,  seven  are  yet  living; 
her  brother,  Lewris,  died  June  12,  1896. 

Politically,  Dr.  Dilley  is  a Republican;  socially, 
he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Lodge  No. 
[12,  of  Bowling  Green;  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  of 
Pemberville;  of  the  Foresters  of  America  (of  w'hich 
he  is  the  physician);  of  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, and  the  K.  of  P.  of  Jerry  City;  and  of  the 
Uniform  Rank  of  K.  of  P.,  of  Bowling  Green. 
The  Doctor  is  the  medical  examiner  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  of  Columbus,  and  also  of  the  Foresters  of 
America.  He  is  a contributor  to  the  New  York 
medical  journals,  and  other  works  of  similar  nature, 
principally  on  diseases  of  women  and  children. 

M.  B.  Simon',  a leading  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  one  of  the  most  popular  citizens  of 
Bloom  towmship,  was  born  fn  Wood  county  March 
28,  1859,  arid  is  a son  of  Levi  and  Mary  A.  fPfist- 
erj  Simon.  His  early  education  was  begun  in 
Hopewell  School,  and  among  his  first  teachers 
was  Miss  Libby  Fisher.  He  later  entered  Fos- 
toria  Academy,  where  for  three  years  he  pursued 
his  studies,  taking  up  Latin  and  German  as  well 
as  the  more  common  branches;  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  male  quartet  there.  Later  he  taught  in 
District  No.  1,  Bloom  township,  being  the  first 
teacher  in  the  present  brick  schoolhouse. 

On  September  [4,  1887.  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  Mr.  Simon  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  Ringer,  a native 
of  that  township,  born  November  1,  1864,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Eva  Blanch,  born  October  3,  18S8;  Amy  Metta- 
Ene,  born  September  28,  1890;  and  Edwin  De- 
Witt,  born  July  21,  1894.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Simon  located  upon  his  present  farm,  onlv 
'ive  acres  of  which  at  that  time  were  under  culti- 
'ntion.  In  April,  1892,  he  began  the  dairy  bus- 
iness in  Bloomdale,  being  the  first  to  establish  an 
•ndustry  of  that  kind  in  that  thriving  village,  and 


| has  since  given  considerable  attention  to  the 
same.  He  has  also  dealt  in  bee  supplies,  being 
well  versed  in  bee  culture,  and  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  business.  In  addition  to  general 
farming,  he  is  an  extensive  stock  raiser,  breeding 
I Chester-white  hogs,  which  he  has  shipped  to  va- 
rious States,  and  has  some  fine  registered  Hol- 
i stein  cattle  upon  his  place. 

Mr.  Simon  possesses  a tine  tenor  voice,  well 
cultivated,  and  has  taught  vocal  music  to  some 
i extent.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
: United  Brethren  Church,  in  which  he  serves  as 
chorister,  and  is  a member  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  and  he  is  a devout,  earnest  Christian; 
seldom  do  you  find  a man  as  conscientious,  thor- 
oughly upright  and  honest,  and  whose  integrity 
is  above  question.  He  is  a student  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  and  as  a musician  ranks  high, 
many  of  the  pieces  used  in  the  United  Brethren 
song  books  being  of  his  composition,  both  the 
music  and  words.  His  political  support  is  given 
to  the  Republican  party. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Simon,  George  and 
Rachel  (Scherer)  Ringer,  were  both  natives  of 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  the  former  born  January  2, 
1 S 1 9,  and  the  latter  August  25,  1826.  In  that 
county  they  were  reared  and  married,  moving  to 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  in  1849.  Mr.  Ringer's 
father  had  given  him  160  acres  of  land,  valued 
at  $300,  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  to  which 
he  later  added  another  160-acre  tract;  he  after- 
ward bought  his  son  James  forty  acres.  On 
his  farm  in  Hancock  county  he  lived  until  Decem- 
ber, 1892,  when  he  removed  to  Arcadia,  Ohio, 
there  dying  on  May  6,  1894,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist,  while  in  poli- 
tics he  was  connected  with  the  Republican  party 
for  many. years,  but  later  became  a Prohibitionist. 
His  wife  still  makes  her  home  in  Arcadia.  Mrs. 
Simon  is  the  youngest  in  their  family  of  eight 
children — three  sons  and  five  daughters.  Her 
primary  education,  received  in  the  district  schools, 
was  supplemented  by  a three-years  course  at 
P'ostoria  Academy,  where  she  prepared  herself 
for  teaching,  which  profession  she  followed  fur 
several  terms  in  Wood  and  Hancock  counties, 
having  charge  of  a Bloomdale  school  for  two 
terms.  Her  brothers  and  sisters  were  as  follows: 
Carlesta,  wife  of  Samuel  Myers,  of  Melmore, 
Seneca  Co.,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Josiah  Kimmel,  and  removed  to  Kansas,  dying  in 
Neosha  county,  that  State;  Frances,  who  died  in 
Stark  county,  in  infancy;  Catherine,  now  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Powell,  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  who  is  a deaf 
mute,  her  infirmity  having  been  caused  by  sick- 
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ness  in  childhood;  James,  a farmer  of  Washing- 
ton township,  Hancock  county;  Benjamin,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Franklin,  who 
was  a mercantile  clerk,  and  died  in  Lyon  county, 
Kansas. 

J.  W.  Lambright,  one  of  the  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  Montgomery  township,  is  a na- 
tive of  Jackson  township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio, 
born  May  12,  1S59,  and  was  but  a child  when 
his  parents,  Henry  and  Margaret  (Johnson)  Lam- 
bright,  removed  to  Perry  township,  Wood  coun- 
ty, where  he  was  reared  from  childhood  and 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  which  were 
greatly  inferior  to  those  of  the  present  time.  He 
is  heartily  in  favor  of  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cational interests.  As  a farmer  boy  he  was 
reared,  having  the  benefit  of  his  father’s  instruc- 
tion along  that  line. 

In  Perry  township,  on  November  8,  1883, 
Mr.  Lambright  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hattie  Rainey,  who  was  born  in  Seneca  county, 
May  30,  1S60,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  Rainey, 
who  died  when  she  was  an  infant.  She  then 
lived  in  the  family  of  John  W.  Griffith,  of 
Fostnria  Ohio,  and  was  a young  lady  on  com- 
ing to  Perry  township.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife — Chester 
H.,  born  October  16,  1884;  Minnie  M.,  born 
April  3,  18S7;  and  Venus,  born  July  24,  1896. 

For  eight  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Lam- 
bright conducted  his  father’s  farm,  and  then 
bought  the  John  Baker  farm  in  Section  36, 
Montgomery  township,  which  comprises  seventy- 
one  acres  of  fine  land,  and  he  now  cultivates 
with  good  success.  In  all  his  business  dealings 
he  is  straightforward  and  reliable,  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  progressive  farmers  and  valued 
citizens  of  the  community.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  only  leaving  that  party  to 
support  nominees  of  minor  township  offices,  as 
in  his  selection  of  incumbents  for  such  posi- 
tions, he  is  strictly  non-partisan.  Both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  devoted  and  efficient  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Gurdon  Pitcher,  a well-known  resident  of 
Haskins,  was  born  in  Lewis  county,  N.  Y., 
December  20,  1833.  His  family  is  of  Welsh  or- 
igin, several  generations  removed.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Gurdon  Pitcher,  a prominent  farmer 
in  Massachusetts,  died  in  the  State  of  New  York 
in  1845,  during  our  subject's  boyhood. 

Lyman  Pitcher,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts  in  1808,  and  in  early  man- 
hood moved  to  New  York  State,  where,  in  1831, 


I he  married  Miss  Edith  Jones,  who  was  born  111 
| Oneida  county,  N.  Y. , in  1814.  Pie  was  for  many 
! years  a contractor  on  public  works  there,  but,  in 
! 1865,  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  bought  a 
farm  in  Middleton  township,  which  he  cultivated 
until  advancing  age  caused  him  to  retire  from 
active  business,  and  he  now  resides  with  our  sub- 
ject. During  his  earlier  years  he  was  a Whig, 
and  he  became  a Republican  when  the  issues 
arose  which  caused  the  new  division  111  party 
lines.  He  and  his  wife,  who  died  in  1S88,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four,  were  faithful  and  con- 
! sistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
1 Church,  and  brought  their  family  up  in  the  same 
faith.  ‘ Of  their  eight  children  five  lived  to  adult 
[ age:  Caroline,  deceased,  was  twice  married, 

first  to  F.  Seager,  second  to  W.  H.  Garrett; 
Gurdon;  Gideon,  a resident  of  Bowling  Green; 
Sallie  Ann,  who  resides  in  Bowling  Green;  and 
George,  living  in  Haskins. 

Mr.  Pitcher  acquired  his  education  in  a lo 
school  house  in  Lewis  county,  N.  Y. , and  wa 
early  initiated  into  the  occupation  of  farming. 
He  was  married,  in  1856,  at  Redfield.  Oswego 
Co.,  N.  Y. , to  Miss  Electa  Williams,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  July  28,  1S40.  They  have 
| two  children:  Frankie  married  Charles  Bern- 

thisel,  of  Haskins,  and  has  three  children — Es- 
tella,  Electa,  and  Henry;  Charles  is  now  his 
father's  partner  in  business,  and  lives  at  home. 

On  October  2,  1861,  Mr.  Pitcher  joined  Com- 
pany G,  59th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  served  in  the 
I army  of  the  Potomac,  taking  part  in  the  battles 
of  Richmond,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  the 
1 second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  the  desperate 
struggle  at  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  seriously 
wounded,  necessitating  his  discharge  in  Septem- 
| ber,  1863,  for  disability.  In  the  fall  of  1864.  he 
came  to  Middleton  township,  and  engaged  in  ag- 
, riculture,  continuing  until  about  six  years  ago, 
when  he  began  teaming  and  contracting  in  the  oil 
j fields.  An  honest,  industrious  citizen,  blessed 
with  that  rarest  of  qualities,  hard  common  sense, 
he  holds  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  who 
know  him  well.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A IT. 
and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Daniel  Loomis,  a prosperous  retired  carpen- 
ter and  builder  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in 
Springwater,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  August  14- 
1825. 

His  paternal  ancestrv  was  English,  but  his 
father,  David  Loomis,  was  born  in  Connecticut 
He  went  to  New  York  State  in  early  manh  I. 
where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Celia  Grover, 

I and  a few  vears  later  moved  to  Ohio,  locating 
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first  in  C-onneaut.  Here  his  wife  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty,  and  in  1S32  he  removed  with  his  son  to 
a farm  in  Huron  county,  where  he  died  in 
1836,  when  fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  an  intelligent  and  orig- 
inal student  of  the  problems  of  the  day.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a Universalist. 

Our  subject  spent  four  years  in  New  York 
State  during  his  boyhood,  attending  school  for 
three  years  and  spending  the  rest  of  the  time  as 
an  apprentice  to  a cabinet  maker.  Becoming 
dissatisfied,  he  returned  home  and  assisted  his  fa- 
ther until  the  latter's  death.  July  19,  1852,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Emaline  Wyckoff,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  July  9,  1833,  and  they  have 
three  children.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Loomis 
remained  for  some  time  in  Huron  county,  en- 
gaged in  carpentering,  and  then  moved  to  Enter- 
prise, Ohio.  In  1 86 1 he  came  to  Wood  county, 
and  lived  near  Portage  for  seven  years,  finally 
settling  in  Bowling  Green.  As  a conscientious, 
industrious  workman,  he  has  met  with  the  suc- 
cess which  he  deserves,  and  holds  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  The  family 
are  among  the  leading  members  in  the  M.  E. 
Church,  ?r*d  t'ihe  sin  interest  in  cill  the  venous 
lines  of  social  and  religious  advancement.  In 
politics  Mr.  Loomis  is  a Republican. 

Augustus  Schaller.  The  farming  interests 
of  Wood  county  are  well  represented  by  this 
gentleman,  who  is  a progressive  citizen  of  sterling 
worth  and  a self-made  man  who  can  justly  attrib- 
ute his  success  to  his  own  efforts.  A native  of 
Switzerland,  he  was  born  on  the  14th  of  January, 
1849,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Rosanna 
(Hanning)  Schaller,  natives  of  the  same  country, 
With  their  family  the  parents  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic to  America,  and  continued  their  journey  across 
the  continent  until  they  arrived  in  Middleton 
township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they  made  a 
settlement. 

Near  the  homestead  our  subject  attended 
school  when  his  labors  were  not  needed  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  farm.  He  continued  to  give  his 
father  the  benefit  of  his  services  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self, renting  a farm  which  he  operated  for  a year. 
He  then  purchased  1 20  acres  of  timber  land,  and 
at  once  began  the  work  of  clearing  the  place.  It 
was  an  arduous  task;  but  he  faithfully  continued 
his  labors  until  now  the  entire  amount  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  has  been  made  arable  by 
tiling  and  ditching,  a good  barn  has  been  erected 
at  a cost  of  $1,000,  and  other  excellent  improve- 
ments added. 


On  March  5,  1874,  in  Toledo.  Ohio,  Mr. 

| Schaller  united  in  marriage  with  Caroline  Kohl, 
who  was  born  in  Cleveland,  February  20.  1837. 
and  is  a daughter  of  Michael  Kohl,  -a  native  of 
Germany,  now  farming  in  Perrysburg  township. 
They  have  six  children,  their  names  and  dates  of 
birth  being  as  follows:  Alice,  January  28,  1876: 

Albert  A.,  May  30,  1 8 7 S ; John,  April  23,  1882, 
Jennie,  April  16,  1886;  Nellie,  Octobers.  1888; 
and  Rosie,  March  26,  1891. 

A Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  Mr. 
Schaller  has  served  as  school  director  for  six 
years,  and  as  supervisor  of  roads  for  three  terms, 
discharging  his  duties  in  a commendable  manner. 
Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity.  In  business  dealing  he  is 
! straightforward  and  honorable;  in  social  life  he  is 
j genial  and  pleasant. 

Francis  M.  Twining,  who  carries  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Middleton  township,  was  born 
near  Findlay,  Ohio,  November  21.  1S42.  and  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  ot 
the  State.  His  father,  Silas  Twining,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a blacksmith  by  trade; 

: but  after  his  removal  to  Hancock  county,  he  pur- 
S chased  120  acres  of  land  and  there  engaged  m 
farming.  He  was  married  in  that  localitv  to 
Leatitia  Harold,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
in  1817.  The  children  of  this  union  are;  John, 
who  died  in  1848;  Charles,  deceased;  Amos;  Eh. 
Francis  M.;  Sarah,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 
Alvin.  The  father  of  this  family  died  in  Findlay, 
Ohio,  January  12,  1854,  but  the  mother  is  now 
living  with  Amos  Twining. 

Mr.  Twining,  of  this  review,  during  his  boy- 
hood days  attended  school  through  the  winter 
season,  and  in  the  summer  months  aided  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm.  He  continued  at  home  until 
1865,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and 
worked  by  the  month  as  a farm  hand  in  Middle- 
ton  township  for  a time.  His  first  purchase  o:. 
land  comprised  ten  acres,  which  he  cleared,  and 
then  engaged  in  market  gardening,  selling  his 
produce  in  Bowling  Green.  He  met  with  gw  d 
success  in  that  undertaking,  which  he  continued 
until  1 S 8 2 , when  he  purchased  twenty-five  acres 
of  land  in  Middleton  township,  south  of  Haskins 
on  which  he  now  has  five  oil  wells  in  active  oper- 
ation, carried  on  by  a Toledo  company,  lb  ha- 
erected  here  a pleasant  home  at  a cost  of  $1,000. 
has  also  built  good  barns  and  outbuildings,  an  ! 
has  a well-improved  place. 

Mr.  Twining  was  married,  April  8,  1 866,  t<- 
Annie  Apger,  a native  ot  Carroll  county,  Ohio, 
i and  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Atchiev  Ap- 
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ger,  of  Jackson  township.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren—Mary,  born  April  29,  186S,  now  the  wife 
of  George  Helger,  a farmer;  Elmer,  an  oil  oper- 
ator, who  was  born  January  22,  1S72,  and  mar- 
ried Louise  Helzer;  Jay,  an  oil  operator,  who 
was  born  March  2,  1877,  and  married  Hulda 
Cummings,  daughter  of  Clark  Cummings,  of  Has- 
kins; Elizabeth  and  Lula,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Twining  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  take  an  active  interest  in  its 
work  and  upbuilding.  He  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  nine  years  has  efficiently  served  as  school  di- 
rector. During  the  Civil  war  he  manifested  his 
loyalty  to  the  Government  by  enlisting,  but  ill- 
ness prevented  his  going  to  the  front.  He  is  a 
genial  and  affable  man,  kind  and  generous  by  na- 
ture, and  has  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 

Josiah  Kiger,  deceased,  was  for  several  years 
a well-known  and  prominent  agriculturist  of  Per- 
ry township.  He  was  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Fairfield  county,  February  9,  1823,  and  was  a 
son  of  William  Kiger,  who  lived  and  died  in  that 
county.  In  the  family  of  twelve  children  Josiah 
was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  When  a young  man, 
he  came  to  Perry  township.  Wood  county,  pur- 
chasing eighty  acres  of  partially  improved  land, 
in  Section  7,  and  immediately  began  its  further 
development,  making  his  home,  in  the  meantime, 
with  his  sister,  Mrs.  John  Bucher. 

While  attending  a spelling  school  in  Perry 
township,  Air.  Kiger  first  met  Eleanor  W.  Kel- 
ley, and  the  acquaintance  thus  formed  ripened 
into  love,  and  they  were  married  on  June  7, 
184S,  in  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county. 
She  is  a daughter  of  John  A.  and  Rachel  (Shawan) 
Kelly,  and  was  born  November  24,  1828.  Three 
children  blessed  this  union,  all  daughters:  Nancy 
E. , born  June  2,  1854,  became  the  wife  of  Dan- 
iel M.  Yates,  and  died  on  October  17,  18SS. 
Annie  C. , born  September  27,  1857,  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  for  a time  at- 
tended the  normal  school  at  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
where  she  better  prepared  herself  for  teaching, 
which  she  began  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  fol- 
lowed the  profession  for  ten  terms,  with  excellent 
success.  Subsequently  she  completed  a two-years' 
course  of  music  at  the  Fostoria  Academy,  and 
later  taught  music.  In  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  the  9th 
of  December,  1886,  she  wedded  [.  J.  Harley,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children — Harrison 
C. , born  August  19,  1888;  Ella  B.,  born  January 
30,  1890;  and  John  Arthur,  born  March  25,  1892. 


The  youngest  child  of  our  subject  was  May  E., 
j who  was  born  May  3,  1864,  and  died  in  infancy. 

In  a log'  house,  built  near  the  creek  which 
ilowed  through  his  land,  Mr.  Kiger  and  his  bride 
: began  their  domestic  life.  Although  it  was  an 
arduous  task  to  develop  the  new  land,  he  was 
| young  and  full  of  hope,  and  soon  converted  the 
place  into  a valuable  farm.  In  1S68,  however, 
lie  removed  to  West  Millgrove,  where,  for  about 
three  years,  he  engaged  in  merchandising-,  but  at 
the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  his  farm,  and 
continued  his  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  August  7,  1S72,  from  the  acci- 
dental discharge  of  a gun.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  West  Millgrove  cemetery.-  He  was  an 
j earnest  defender  of  Republican  principles,  and  a 
I man  whose  opinions  were  invariably  held  in  re- 
spect. He  cared  nothing  for  political  office, 

1 though  he  served  for  a time  as  trustee  of  Perry 
i township.  In  early  life  he  had  served  as  deacon 
in  the  Congregational  Church  to  which  he  be- 
j longed,  but  later  became  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  with  which  Mrs.  Kiger 
is  also  connected.  He  left  to  his  widow  160 
acres  of  good  land,  which  she  leases,  and  since 
December,  1872,  has  made  her  home  in  West 
Millgrove,  surrounded  by  her  many  friends. 

F\  W.  Hemixger,  an  energetic  and  success- 
ful farmer  of  Montgomery  township,  first  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day,  August  2,  1853, 
upon  the  farm  of  his  parents,  Frederick  and 
Maria  (Wilard)  Heminger,  the  place  where  he 
still  makes  his  home,  in  Section  6.  The  father 
| was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  in  the  family  of  Andrew  and  Eliza- 
beth (Yunkman)  Heminger,  though  the  elder 
to  grow  to  maturity.  When  a young  man  he  lo- 
cated in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  he  wedded 
M iss  Maria  Wilard,  and  it  was  in  about  1S39  that 
he  came  to  Wood  county.  He  purchased  forty 
acres  and  entered  fifty  more  in  Section  6,  Mont- 
gomery township.  Upon  the  former  tract  a log- 
house  stood,  and  three  acres  had  been  cleared, 
but  the  remainder  was  all  in  its  wild  state.  Upon 
this  farm  the  father  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
i eighty-three  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
five  years  later.  Both  were  buried  at  Pember- 
ville.  They  were  earnest  members  of  the  German 
Baptist  Church,  and  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  who  knew  them.  They  belonged  to  that  hon- 
ored band  of  pioneers  who  opened  up  the  county, 
though  compelled  to  endure  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  life  on  the  frontier.  Of  their  large 
family  of  thirteen  children  all  but  the  eldest 
! reached  manhood  and  womanhood,  and.  after 
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their  marriage,  on  two  different  occasions  ail  ate 
at  the  same  table. 

Mr.  Heminger,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
common  district  schools,  and  the  knowledge  thus 
gained  was  supplemented  by  study  at  Fostoria. 
Though  competent  to  teach,  he  never  followed 
that  profession,  and  when  a young  man  he  worked 
for  two  years  in  Michigan  and  one  in  Illinois  at 
farm  labor.  With  his  earnings  he  attended 
school,  as  previously  stated.  His  parents  be- 
coming feeble,  Mr.  Heminger  was  prevailed 
upon  to  return  home  and  assume  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm,  and  by  so  doing  shaped  his  fu- 
ture course.  He  was  well  fitted  for  other  pro- 
fessions, and  would  undoubtedly  have  succeeded 
in  any  calling  which  he  might  have  chosen.  He 
purchased  the  home  farm  of  ninety  acres  before 
his  marriage,  arid  made  a home  for  his  aged  par- 
ents, who  there  died.  His  pleasant  residence 
stands  but  a short  distance  west  of  the  site  of  his 
father’s  first  log  cabin. 

In  1882,  in  Montgomery  township,  Mr.  Hem- 
inger  married  Miss  Cinderella  De  France,  a na-  i 
tive  of  Wood  county,  and  a daughter  of  David 
De  France,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Stone  j 
River,  during  the  Civil  war.  By  this  union  two 
daughters  were  born— Mattie  M.  and  Ida  R., 
both  of  whom  are  at  home;  they  also  adopted  a 
son,  Frank  B.  The  mother  died  in  1887,  and 
was  buried  at  Pemberville,  -Ohio.  The  lady  who 
now  shares  the  name  and  fortunes  of  our  subject 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Martha  Bardz,  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  a daughter  of  Hiram 
Bardz.  Three  children  were  born  of  the  second 
marriage:  Merrill  V.,  who  died  in  childhood; 

and  Marven  V.  and  Bertha  M.,  yet  living.  The 
family  now  occupy  a comfortable  residence  erect-  : 
ed  in  1889,  upon  the  fine  farm  of  ninety  acres 
owned  by  Mir.  Heminger,  who  is  one  of  the 
most  skillful  and  intelligent  agriculturists  of  the 
community,  and  is  a fine  specimen  of  physical 
manhood.  Genial  and  affable  in  manner,  as  a 
citizen  he  stands  high,  and  is  willing  to  aid  de-  \ 
serving  undertakings.  By  his  ballot  he  supports 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  relig- 
iously both  he  and  his  wife  are  Methodists. 

Lorin  L.  Cass  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  highly  esteemed  residents  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  he  was  born  October  2,  1849.  a son 
of  Louis  H.  and  Amanda  M.  (Loveland)  Cass. 
His  parents  were  married  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  and  the  father  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine.  Several  years  later  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  is  now  residing  in  Chicago,  where  he 


has  an  extensive  practice  as  a specialist.  The 
members  of  the  family  are  Minerva,  wife  of  j.  D. 
Edgar,  of  Ivesdale,  111.;  Louis  O.,  who  served  in 
the  6th  United  States  Cavalry,  and  died  in  Texas; 
Lorin  L.,  of  this  sketch;  Emma,  of  Chicago; 
Bayard  T. , of  Chicago;  Victor  H.,  who  went  to 
Minnesota  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  where  for 
three  years  he  was  agent  for  a cement  company, 
and  now  owns  a half  interest  in  a gold  mine  in 
southern  California.;  Earl,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
: three  years;  and  Florence  N.,  at  home. 

The  early  educational  privileges  of  our  subject 
were  supplemented  by  one  year's  attendance  at 
i the  seminar}  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  one  year’s  study 
in  Perrysburg,  and  a year  and  a half  in  the 
| Ypsilanti  Seminary.  When  in  his  twenty-first 
year  he  went  to  California,  spending  a year  on 
the  Pacific  slope,  and  carefully  viewing  the  coun- 
try. Then  returning  home,  he  purchased  at 
auction  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  17,  Liberty 
township,  and  began  farming. 

Mr.  Cass  was  married  in  Tontoganv,  August 
•3-  1879,  to  Florence  L.  Drain,  and  they  began 
their  domestic  life  on  the  farm  which  he  had 
secured.  In  1881  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Weston,  where  he  established  a dry-goods  store, 
conducting  the  same  until  the  spring  of  1884, 
when  he  returned  to  the  farm.  After  three  years 
he  again  went  to  Weston,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1896  built  a grain  elevator,  and  is  now  in  the 
grain  business  at  that  place.  He  has  fourteen 
oil  wells  upon  his  land,  and  also  owns  a good 
house  and  lot  in  Weston.  Owing  to  his  well- 
directed,  energetic  efforts  and  capable  manage- 
ment, he  has  prospered  in  his  business  under- 
takings, and  is  known  as  a thoroughly  reliable 
and  progressive  business  man. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cass  have  one  child,  Lorin 
Earl,  now  twenty-three  years  of  age,  who  was 
married,  in  the  spring  of  1S95,  to  Anna  Lane}'. 
The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
munity, and  its  members  are  held  in  high  regard. 
On  questions  of  national  importance,  Mr.  Cass 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  Democratic 
party,  but  at  local  elections  votes  independently. 
He  is  known  throughout  the  community  as 
“Captain  Cass,"  and  in  this  neighborhood,  where 
he  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life,  his  circle  of 
friends  is  limited  only  by  the  circle  of  his 
acquaintances. 

Samuel  Stilwell,  who  is  now  living  retired 
in  Bloomdale,  was  born  in  Ross  township,  Jeff- 
erson Co.,  Ohio,  May  4,  1S36,  is  a son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Nancy  Elliott  Stilwell.  The  father 
was  a native  of  Maryland,  and  ongoing  to  Jcffer- 
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son  county,  Ohio,  when  a young  man,  there  mar- 
ried Miss  Elliott,  a daughter  of  Richard  Elliott. 

In  1851,  with  his  family  of  seven  children,  he 
removed  to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  driving  the 
entire  distance  in  a covered  wagon.  It  was  a 
long  and  tedious  journey,  requiring  several  days, 
and  the  family  would  cook  their  meals  along  the  . 
roadside.  The  father  bought  120  acres  of  new  ! 
land  in  what  was  known  as  “Wild  Cat  Thicket,"  ; 
Washington  township,  and  which  was  thickly 
covered  with  timber  and  brush,  and  water  cov- 
ered almost  a third  ot  the  area.  It  was  an  ar- 
duous task  to  clear  and  develop  such  land,  and 
the  members  of  the  family  were  compelled  to 
secure  other  work  in  order  to  earn  enough  to  live  j 
on.  The  father  died  on  this  farm  at  the  age  of  ] 
eighty-two,  and  his  wife  survived  him  only  about 
six  months,  dying  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in 
Wood  county.  She  was  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  they  were  buried  at 
Arcadia,  Hancock  county.  Mr.  Stilwell  cast  his  | 
ballot  with  the  Democratic  party.  The  children 
of  the  family -were  Esther,  now  Mrs. -Addison  | 
Reamer,  of  Paulding  county,  Ohio;  Lewis,  of  the 
same  county;  Samuel;  Abraham,  of  Perry  town- 
ship, Wood  countv:  Harriet,  who  died  in  Han- 
cock county;  Nancy  J.,  who  also  died  in  that 
county,  while  young;  and  Margaret,  who  became 
the  wife  of  David  Moore,  and  passed  away  in 
Hancock  county. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  in 
the  common  district  schools  of  his  day;  but  farm 
training  was  considered  more  essential  than  lit- 
erary studies,  so  that  his  educational  advantages 
were  limited.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  which  happy  event  occurred  Novem- 
ber 4,  1858,  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  Miss  Angeline 

Wiseman  becoming  his  wife,  and  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  ’Squire  Byal.  She  was 
born  in  Washington  township,  Hancock  county, 
November  4,  1841,  and  is  a daughter  of  fames  \ 
G.  and  Elizabeth  (Sommers)  Wiseman,  who  re-  1 
moved  from  Augusta  county,  Va. , to  Washington 
township,  being  the  third  family  to  locate  there. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stil-  j 
well  remained  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  for 
the  next  fifteen  years  rented  land,  moving  four- 
teen times  during  that  period.  He  first  became 
the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  land  in  Washington 
township,  Hancock  county,  on  which  he  resided 
for  three  years,  and  in  1877  bought  seventy-two 
and  a half  acres  in  Section  30,  Perry  township, 
Wood  county;  although  the  place  was  mostly  un- 
improved, he  converted  it  into  a good  farm,  and 
there  made  his  home  until  December,  1891, 
when  owing  to  failing  health  he  was. compelled  to 


give  up  agricultural  pursuits.  He  now  has  a 
pleasant  home’  on  Garfield  street,  Bloomdale. 
where  he  expects  to  pass  his  remaining  days  in 
; retirement,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 
In  January,  1894,  he  became  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Miller  & Stilwell,  grocers,  but  disposed  of 
his  interest  at  the  end  of  a year. 

Two  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife:  Edward  R. , of  Bloomdale;  and  Albert 

F. , a farmer  of  Perry  township.  They  have  an 
adopted  son,  Jesse  M.,  whom  they  took  at  the 
age  of  three  months.  In  July,  1877,  Mr.  Stil- 
well ’s  right  eye  was  injured,  which  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  it.  He  and  his  wife  take  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Liberal  United  Brethren 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a trustee  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat. 

Richard  Hopper.  This  worthy  citizen  of 
Plain  township,  who  departed  this  life  November 
15,  1S89,  was  a native  of  England,  his  birth 
taking  place  in  King’s  Lynn,  County  of  Norfolk, 
August  12,  1814.  His  wife,  who  survives  him, 
and  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Pruden,  was 
born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England,  December  19, 
1822,  and  their  marriage  took  place  in  that 
country  October  29,  1844.  The  young  couple 
were  very  poor  in  this  world’s  goods,  their  com- 
bined capital  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  con- 
sisting of  seventy-five  cents.  But  they  had 
youth,  health,  love  and  hope,  and  began  their 
married  life  without  fears  of  the  future.  They 
had  worked  for  a living  before  that  event,  and 
both  continued  in  service  until  they  had  saved 
enough  to  carry  them  to  America— that  land  of 
promise  to  the  youth  of  foreign  countries.  They 
came  direct  to  Monroeville,  Ohio,  where  Mr. 
Hopper  secured  a position  in  a distillery,  and  be- 
fore long  was  able  to  buy  a house  and  lot  in  that 
place.  He  subsequentl}-  became  the  owner  of 
thirteen  acres  of  land,  which  he  sold  for  $1,300, 
and  in  1863  removed  to  Wood  county.  His  first 
purchase  here  was  forty  acres  of  land  in  Pine 
township,  for  which  he  paid  $40  per  acre,  it  be- 
ing the  first  land  sold  at  that  price  in  this  section 
of  the  county.  It  was  excellent  land,  with 
good  improvements,  and  proved  to  be  a valuable 
piece  of  property.  The  present  homestead  was 
bought  in  1870,  and  Mrs.  Hopper  now  owns 
property  to  the  extent  of  12S  acres  of  fine  land 
on  which  are  three  oil  wells. 

Mr.  Hopper  was  an  industrious,  thrifty  and 
enterprising  man,  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and,  with  his  wife,  a consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  death  was  deeply 
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felt,  not  only  by  his  friends  and  associates,  but 
by  the  entire  community,  who  appreciated  his 
many  good  qualities.  The  children  born  to  this 
worthy  couple  are  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  born 

May  26,  1848,  in  England,  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Wakefield,  of  Bowling  Green;  by  a former 
marriage  to  William  E.  Wilson,  she  has  two 
sons,  Charles  W.  and  Wilber  E.  William  R., 
born  May  3,  1851,  married  Rachel  Coen,  and  has 
three  children,  George  O.,  Perry  C.  and  Jennie 
V.  Lydia  A.,  born  August  2,  1861,  is  the  wife 
of  C.  J.  Thomas,  and  they  reside  with  her 
mother  on  the  home  farm. 

Mrs.  Hopper's  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Carter)  Pruden.  Her  father  died  when 
she  was  eight  years  old,  and  her  mother  when 
she  was  twenty-one.  She  has  two  brothers, 
Robert,  living  in  England,  and  Samuel,  a farmer 
in  Wood  county.  Mrs.  Hopper  is  a most  esti- 
mable woman,  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  her 
acquaintances. 

Joseph  Hampton,  who  during  his  life  was  a 
resident  of  Plain  township,  was  born  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  November  25,  1825,  and  died 

March  26,  180:.  He  was  married  November  16, 
1847,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Wilson,  who  was  born  in 
Mercer  county,  Penn.,  December  18,  1829,  and 
after  their  marriage  settled  (in  the  fall  of  1848) 
on  the  farm  his  widow  now  owns  and  occupies. 
Mr.  H ampton  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  du- 
ring the  earlier  years  of  his  life  followed  that  oc- 
cupation. Ill  health,  however,  compelled  him  to 
give  up  stead}- work,  and  he  removed  to  the  farm, 
where  he  carried  on  contracting  until  the  infirmi- 
ties of  increasing  age  forced  him  to  abandon  all 
labor.  He  was  a kind  husband  and  father,  a 
good  neighbor  and  a loyal  citizen.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat.  He  was  a Christian,  and  a 
firm  believer  in  the  Bible. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hampton  seven  children 
were  born,  as  follows:  Warren  W. , born  May  29, 

1850,  is  postmaster  at  Dunbridge,  Wood  county; 
he  married  Miss  Malinda  Jackson,  and  they  had 
five  children — Maude,  Bernice,  James  and  Pearl, 
and  Cora  Viola,  born  July  23,  1890,  died  Sep- 
tember 11,  1891.  Cynthia,  born  November  5, 

1851,  is  the  wife  of  Adelbert  Segar,  and  lives  in 
Dunbridge,  Ohio;  they  have  seven  children, 
namely:  Electa  the  wife  of  Joseph  Kelly,  and 
has  two  children — May  and  Everett),  Joseph, 
Frank,  Edna,  Arthur,  Lenora  and  Alva.  Cassius 
A.,  born  May  20,  1 S 5 3 , married  Ella  Perrin,  and 
has  three  sons:  Edgar,  Percy  and  Donald;  he  is 
a merchant  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  fohn  C.,  born 
June  26,  1856,  is  an  engineer  on  the  Baltimore 


& Ohio  railroad,  and  resides  at  Garrett,  Irid. ; he 
married  Ada  Budd,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Wade  and  Mildred.  Emma,  born  October  7,  18  58, 
is  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Killyen,  and  they  reside  with 
her  mother  on  the  home  farm.  Adele,  born  June 
15,  i860,  married  Ralph  Shay,  and  died  April 
20,  1885.  Manley  B.,  born  April  14,  1864,  died 
July  10,  1S75. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Hampton,  the  widow  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  a woman  of  superior  intelligence  and  ex- 
cellent business  capacity.  For  several  years  she 
carried  on  a country  store  for  the  Grange,  finally 
purchasing  the  stock,  and  is  now  operating  it  for 
herself  on  her  farm.  She  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  her  enterprises,  and  deserves  the  high  es- 
teem in  which  she  is  held  by  all  who  know  her. 
Mrs.  Hampton  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Re- 
becca (McDowell)  Wilson.  Her  father  was  born 
May  3,  1802,  near  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  but 

when  a child  his  parents  removed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  then  married,  his  wife  being  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  countv,  that  State,  born 
May  30,  1812.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Ohio  in  1835,  afterward  returning 
to  Pennsylvania  to  educate  their  children.  They 
again  came  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Plain  town- 
ship, when  there  were  only  three  houses  where 
the  city  of  Bowling  Green  now  stands.  The  moth- 
er of  Mrs.  Hampton  died  August  26,  1851,  and 
the  father  married  a second  time,  and  moved  to 
Defiance  county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  near  Hicks- 
ville,  August  26,  1887.  He  was  a carpenter  bv 
trade,  and  a member  of  Church.  His  parents 
w'ere  John  and  Mary  (Cox)  Wilson,  the  former 
of  whom  died  in  Iowa,  and  the  latter  in  Wood 
county. 

Noah  Hamilton.  Faithfulness  to  duty  in 
all  the  relations  of  life  has  secured  to  this  gentle- 
man the  high  regard  of  those  who  know  him,  and 
has  made  him  worthy  of  representation  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  adopted  county.  A son  of  Andrew 
and  Christina  (Bickle)  Hamilton,  he  w’as  born  in 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  April  14,  1851.  His 

father  was  born  in  Hocking  county,  this  State. 
July  10,  1823,  and  was  there  married,  March  29, 
1849,  to  Miss  Bickle,  whose  birth  occurred  Sep- 
tember 20,  1829.  He  was  a gentleman  of  fine 
education,  and  considerable  prominence.  When 
a young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
during  vacations.  His  parents,  fohn  and  Hettie 
(Spears)  Hamilton,  were  pioneers  of  Hocking 
county,  and  natives  of  Virginia.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  located  in  Fairfield  county,  and  for 
twenty  years  the  father  followed  teaching.  Ht 
was  a prominent  worker  in  the  United  Brethren 
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Church,  and  one  of  nature’s  noblemen.  He  died  \ 
in  Fairfield  county,  April  21,  1S67,  and  his  wife  ; 
died  August  8,  1864.  They  had  nine  children — 
Joseph,  born  December  17,  '1849,  living'  with 
Noah,  who  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  i 
Simon,  born  September  30,  1S53,  a carpenter  of 
Liberty;  Abram,  born  July  14,  1 S 5 5 , who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years  and  three  months;  John,  who 
was  born  October  6,  1856,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years  and  eleven  months;  Mary,  born  ' 
May  1 7,  1858,  wife  of  Edward  Calderwood,  of 
Idaho;  Phoebe,  bom  April  30,  i860,  now  in  Flor- 
ida; james  Monroe,  who  was  born  September  10,  ; 
1862,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Ezra, 
born  March  26,  1864,  now  in  a factory  in  In- 
diana. 

Noah  Hamilton  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  his  father  died, 
and  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  working  as  a farm  hand  for  twelve  years, 
and  receiving  from  $18  to  $28  per  month.  He 
was  married  in  Clear  Creek,  Fairfield  Co., 
Ohio,  October  16,  1873,  to  Ann  M.  Vandemark,  j 
who  was  there  born  October  1 1,  1856,  a daughter 
of  Charles  and  Maria  (Woodring)  Vandemark,  j 
natives  of  Fairfield  county.  Our  subject  and  his  j 
wife  located  at  Clear  Creek,  where  he  farmed  ; 
on  shares,  until  coming  to  Wood  county  in  the  1 
spring  of  1SS2.  Here  he  rented  land  until  the 
fall  of  1889,  when  he  located  on  his  present  farm, 
which  he  had  purchased  in  1887.  He  erected 
his  residence  two  years  later,  and  now  has  a good 
start  in  life,  all  owing  to  his  own  industry  and 
perseverance.  Besides  his  own  farm  of  seven-  ! 
teen  acres,  he  cultivates  2 50  acres  of  rented  land.  I 

Three  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hamilton— -Rosa  Rebecca,  born  March  14,  ! 
1878;  Frank  Russell,  born  October  26,  1880; 
and  Lillie  May,  born  December  1,  1884.  Their  1 
eldest  child,  Elda,  born  July  17,  1874,  died  in  j 
infancy.  Mr.  Hamilton  is  a Democrat,  and  has 
served  as  supervisor. 

■ 

John  W.  Sterling  is  a self-made  man  of 
Wood  county,  whose  success  in  life  may  be  at- 
tributed alone  to  his  enterprise  and  good  man- 
agement. These  qualities  have  overcome  the 
difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path,  and  have 
brought  to  him  a well-merited  prosperity. 

Mr.  Sterling  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  county, 
Mich.,  December  12,  1853,  and  is  a son  of  John 
A.  Sterling.  The  family  was  founded  in  America 
by  Jacob  Sterling,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  a native  of  Ireland,  who,  on  emigrating 
to  America,  located  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  The  grand- 


father, George  Sterling,  was  a soldier  of  the  war 
of  1 S 1 2 . Tlie  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  March  2,  1832,  and  was 
a defender  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war, 
enlisting  August  5,  1861,  in  Company  D,  92b  O. 
V.  I.  He  served  until  the  close  of  the  struggle, 
and  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga  by  a minie 
ball  in  the  right  knee;  was  at  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta, also  in  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  and 
was  a faithful  defender  of  the  old  flag.  By  occu- 
pation he  is  a farmer.  In  Noble  county,  Ohio, 
in  1850,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Dolison,  and 
then  located  on  a rented  farm  in  Noble  county; 
but  afterward  removed  with  his  family  to  Michi- 
gan, -where  he  rented  land  until  he  had  saved 
enough  to  purchase  property.  In  the  winter  of 
1866  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  rented  160 
acres  of  land  in  Henry  township  belonging  to  his 
brother.  • He  afterward  bought  forty  acres  in 
Section  21,  same  township,  built  a log  cabin, 
and  there  made  his  home  until  1S75,  when  he 
removed  to  Hammansburg,  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  still  living.  The  members  of  their  fam- 
ily were  as  follows:  Rachel  J.,  who  died  in 
Michigan;  John  W. ; Sarah  Elizabeth,  deceased 
wife  of  Charles  Johnson,  of  Henry  township, 
Wood  county;  Nancy  Ellen,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; George  F.,  of  Hammansburg;  James,  of 
Woodville,  Ohio;  Sylvester,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two;  Charles,  who  is  also  living  in  Henry 
township;  and  Ernest  True,  at  home. 

In  the  district  schools  Mr.  Sterling  acquired 
his  education,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  training 
was  that  of  farm  labor.  At  the  age  of  sixteen, 
he  left  home  to  earn  his  own  living  by  work  as  a 
farm  hand,  and  received  for  his  services  $15  per 
month.  He  was  thus  employed  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  in  Hammansburg, 
October  7,  1875,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Amelia  Elizabeth  Ackerman,  who  was  born 
in  Henry  township,  on  April  1,  1S5S.  For  two 
years  they  lived  in  Hammansburg,  and  then  re- 
moved to  their  present  home,  which  Mr.  Sterling 
rented  for  three  years,  and  then  purchased.  The 
place  at  first  comprised  eighty  acres.  To  this  he 
has  added  forty  acres,  and  he  also  owns  a valu- 
able tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Hancock  county, 
Ohio.  The  entire  place  is  fenced,  he  has  a good 
bearing  orchard  of  two  and  one-half  acres,  and, 
in  1888,  he  erected  a commodious  and  comfort- 
able dwelling,  while  all  the  other  improvements 
of  a model  farm  are  found  upon  his  place. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr  and  Mrs 
Sterling,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being 
Jennie  Etta,  November  27,  1876;  Birtus  E..  An 
gust  29,  18S0;  Pearl,  September  t8.  1SS3. 


■ 


* 

’ 


- 


■ 

' 

_ 


■ 

. 

■ 


■ 

. 

h'  ■ o-<!.  xt;  .iiijamswiffM 


' 


■ 


MRS.  AMELIA  STERLING.  JOHN  W.  STERLING 


WOOD  COUNTY , OHIO. 


1217 


Frank,  March  23,  18S6;  Joseph,  March  19,  rSSS; 
and  Merl,  December  21,  1S93.  Mr.  Sterling 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  Democracy,  but 
has  had  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  public 
office,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies  to  his 
business  dealings,  in  which  he  has  rnet  with 
signal  success. 

John  C.  Johnston,  whose  genial,  pleasant 
manner  has  gained  him  many  friends,  and  made 
him  a popular  citizen,  was  born  in  Meadville, 
Penn. , September  13,  1855.  His  father,  James 
S.  Johnston,  was  born  in  the  same  place  in  1816, 
and  when  a young  man  acquired  a knowledge  of 
carpentering,  which  he  followed  for  a number  of 
years  in  connection  with  farming.  He  married 
Rachel  C.  Wingate,  who  is  still  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  the  Keystone  State.  The  father  died  in 
1887.  Their  children  were  Emma,  who  died 
in  Meadville;  John  C. ; Ella,  who  married  Frank 
Thatcher,  of  Meadville;  William  }.,  an  oil  man 
of  Rudolph,  Wood  county;  and  George,  who  is 
living  on  the  old  homestead.  The  famil}r  was 
founded  in  America  by  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Launcelot  Johnston,  who  with  his  five 
brothers  went  from  Ireland  to  England  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  after 
a few  years  crossed  the  Atlantic,  locating  first  in 
Canada,  where  several  of  the  brothers  made  per- 
manent homes  and  acquired  considerable  prop- 
erty. Their  descendants  still  live  in  that  coun- 
try, and  are  very  wealthy.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  and  one  brother  came  to  the  United 
States,  the  latter  locating  in  New  York,  where 
he  became  a wealthy  merchant.  Launcelot 
Johnston  took  up  his  residence  in  Pennsylvania. 
While  in  Canada  he  had  considerable  property 
confiscated  by  the  British  government,  on  account 
of  his  sympathies  with  the  United  States. 

Our  subject  received  a good  English  educa- 
tion, and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Clarion 
county,  Penn.  There  he  was  employed  in  vari- 
ous ways  in  the  oil  fields,  and  eventually  became 
a driller.  He  also  worked  in  the  oil  fields  of 
Allegany  county,  X.  V..  and  while  there  was 
married,  in  1882,  to  Miss  Ella  Richmond,  who 
was  born  in  Saginaw  county,  Mich.,  in  1863. 
They  began  house-keeping  in  the  little  town  of 
Obi,  N.  V. , and  after  five  years  removed  to  Lima, 
Ohio,  where  Mr.  Johnston  was  connected  with 
the  oil  trade  for  two  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Decatur,  111.,  but  after  nine  months  became  a 
resident  of  Liberty  township,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio. 
In  January,  i8NS,  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
position  of  district  superintendent  lor  the  Olno 
77 


Oil  Company,  and  is  now  acting  in  that  capac- 
ity. He  looks  after  t'neir  entire  interests  in  this 
| district,,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  dis- 
! plays  the  utmost  fidelity  and  trustworthiness. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  was 
blessed  with  three  children,  but  Lola  died  at  the 
j age  of  four  years.  The  others  are  Earl  and  For- 
est. Mr.  Johnston  takes  quite  an  active  interest 
in  political  affairs,  and  is  a stanch  Democrat. 
Diligence  and  perseverance  have  won  for  him  a 
comfortable  competence,  and  his  honorable  ca- 
reer has  secured  him  a place  among  Wood  coun- 
ty’s most  respected  citizens. 

Aaron  P.  Treadwell,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  valued  and  leading  citizens  of  Middleton 
I township.  . He  was  born  in  Connecticut  Febru- 
ary 4,  1816,  acquired  his  education  in  that  State, 
and  afterward  followed  the  profession  of  school 
teaching.  In  1850  he  removed  to  Wood  county, 
locating  in  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  taught 
; school  for  five  years,  and  in  1855  he  removed  to 
Hull  Prairie,  where  he  and  T.  Junkins  entered 
160  acres  of  land  from  the  government,  for 
which  the}7  paid  seventy-five  cents  per  acre.  He 
won  success  in  his  business  ventures,  acquiring  a 
comfortable  competence.  He  traveled  through- 
out the  country,  and  wherever  he  went  made 
friends,  for  he  possessed  a genial,  kindly  disposi- 
tion that  gained  him  the  warm  regard  of  all. 

In  1855  Mr.  Treadwell  was  united  in  mar- 
riage at  Tontogany,  Ohio,  to  Elizabeth  Black,  a 
sister  of  Capt.  Black,  of  Bowling  Green.  The 
following  named  children  were  born  to  them  — 
Thomas  W. , born  June  5,  1S56.  died  in  June, 

1 8 57;  Phcebe  E. , born  August  10,  1838,  died 
May  23,  1864;  Mina  B. , born  February  19. 

1864,  died  January  16,  1892,  the  wife  of  George 
Mundis,  of  Kansas;  Libbie  T. , born  September 
7,  18G7;  Arona  P.,  born  November  4,  [869,  the 
wife  of  Forest  McClung,  of  Plain  township,  mar- 
ried March  15,  1892,  and  on  October  3,  1894. 
they  became  the  parents  of  a daughter — Jessie. 

Mr.  Treadwell  was  a member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  was  confirmed  in  youth. 
He  devoted  many  hours  to  the  stud}  of  the 
Bible,  and  was  interested  in  all  that  would  bene- 
fit his  fellowmen,  being  numbered  among  the 
valued  members  of  the  community.  He  died. 
April  14,  t888,  leaving  a family  and  many  fronds 
to  mourn  his  death.  Mrs.  Treadwell  still  resid-  s 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  is  a most  estimaK 
lady.  She  is  a member  of  the  Methodi-u 
Church,  and  her  daughter  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  belongs  to  the  Christian  Endeavor  tsociet;. 
Mrs.  Treadwell  has  long  been  a resident  of  the 
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county,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  first  j 
families,  her  father  having  located  in  Washing- 
ton township  in  1832,  when  Wood  county  was  a 
vast  unb-oken  wilderness.  She  can  relate  many 
interesting  incidents  of  pioneer  life,  when  settle- 
ments were  widely  scattered,  and  the  work  of 
progress  and  civilization  seemed  scarcely  begun. 

William  A.  Fries  is  now  carrying  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Bloom  township,  where  al- 
most his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  His  birth  : 
occurred  in  Tiffin,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  February 
1 1,  1S59,  and  he  is  the  second  child  and  eldest 
son  of  Solomon  and  Louisa  (Steckel)  Fries,  j 
When  still  an  infant  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Bloom  township,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  much  the  same  manner  as  most  j 
farmer  boys,  though  his  educational  privileges  i 
were  better  than  the  average.  After  attending  j 
District  School  No.  8,  in  the  neighborhood,  he 
entered  the  Fostoria  Academy,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  for  several  terms.  For  fifteen 
winters  he  was  then  engaged  in  teaching,  two  in 
Perry  township,  but  the  remainder  in  Bloom 
township,  where  he  .also  taught  two  summer  j 
terms.  He  lived  upon  the  old  homestead,  where  1 
his  first  lessons  in  farming  and  business  methods 
were  secured,  until  1884,  since  which  time  he 
has  lived  upon  some  of  his  father’s  lands. 

On  October  28,  1883,  Mr.  Fries  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Hannah  V.  Blair,  a native  of 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  born  near  Bloornville,  and 
a daughter  of  Jackson  Blair.  They  have  an  in- 
teresting, intelligent  family  of  four  children — j 
Harry  A.,  Clyde  C. , Ruby  M.,  and  Maud  O.  For 
eight  years  Mr.  Fries  resided  at  Bloom  Center; 
but,  on  April  3,  1894,  he  located  upon  part  of 
the  old  Russell  homestead,  to  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  now  devotes  his  time.  He  is  a wide-  ! 
awake,  progressive  farmer,  a close  observer,  and  J 
has  benefited  by  his  father's  instruction  and  the 
example  set  by  him.  He  has  ever  been  a thor- 
ough student,  and  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  esteemed  citizens  of  the  locality.  His  polit- 
ical support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  has  served  as  assessor  for  one  term.  His  wife, 
a most  estimable  lad}1,  is  a consistent  member  of 
the  Christian  Church. 

Petek  Junk,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
worthy  German  citizens  that  the  Fatherland  has 
furnished  to  Wood  county,  was  born  in  Rhine- 
land, government  of  Trier,  Prussia,  March  28, 
1S34.  and  is  a son  of  Philip  and  Maria  Katrina 
(Holstein)  Junk.  The  father  was  a farmer  and 
linen  weaver,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war 


in  Luxemburg,  and  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  His  wife  passed  away  in  185;, 
at  the  age  of  fifty7-five  years.  Their  children  are 
Joseph,  Barbara,  Emma  and  Katrina,  all  in 
Germany;  Peter,  of  this  sketch;  Casper,  of 
Germany;  Margaret,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years;  and  Philip,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seven. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  until 
thirteen  years  of  age,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
learned  the  trade  of  linen  weaving  with  his  fa- 
ther, earning  one  mark  per  day.  He  followed 
that  pursuit  until  twenty-eight  years  or  age. 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  farm  work;  but 
believi-ng  that  he  would  have  better  opportunities 
in  the  New  World,  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune 
here.  On  April  17,  1862,  he  sailed  from  Ant- 
werp on  the  vessel,  “Germany,”  which  after  a 
voyage  of  forty-seven  days,  dropped  anchor  in 
the  harbor  of  New  York.  He  came  direct  to 
Lorain  county,  where  he  spent  two  weeks  with 
friends,  and  then  went  to  Michigan,  working  in 
the  copper  mines  of  Houghton  for  a year. 

Returning  to  Lorain  county7,  Mr.  Junk  wa; 
then  joined  by  the  lady  to  whom  he  had  become 
engaged  in  his  native  land,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried August  22,  1866.  She  bore  the  maiden 

name  of  Margaret  Mahanen,  and  was  born  Au- 
gust 21,  1S42.  They  removed  to  Wood  coun- 
ty, where  Mr.  Junk  purchased  twenty-eight  acres 
of  wild  land,  building  thereon  a plank  house. 
He  afterward  added  twelve  acres  to  this,  and 
subsequently  bought  the  twelve-acre  tract  on 
which  his  residence  is  now  located.  He  sold 
the  lumber,  which  he  cut,  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany, and  in  those  early  days  had  a hard  time 
to  make  a start;  but  as  time  passed,  he  has  pros- 
pered, and  is  now  the  possessor  of  a comfortable 
home. 

In  1S92  Mr.  Junk  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in  the  month  of 
April,  and  was  buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at 
Custar.  Five  children  survive  her:  John,  a farmer 
of  Milton  township;  Joseph,  at  home;  Mary,  wile 
of  Peter  Berres,  of  Milton  township;  Annie  and 
Katie,  at  heme.  The  family  are  communicants 
of  St.  Louis’  Catholic  Church  of  Custar;  and,  in 
politics,  Mr.  Junk  :s  a Democrat. 

John  Johnston  was  born  in  Section  9,  Port- 
age township,  January  12,  1844,  and  is  the 

son  of  James  and  Susannah  ( Duller  Johnston. 
Mr.  Johnston  spent  his  youth  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  working  on  the  farm  until  Jui> 
25,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  at  Portage,  in  C nnpauy 
A,  I noth  O.  V.  I. , under  Capt.  John  A.  Shannon. 
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The  regiment  was  ordered  to  Covington,  Ky. , 
where  its  first  duty  was  performed.  The  first  en- 
gagement was  entered  into  between  Lexington 
and  Fort  Sterling,  and  the  first  battle  took  place  ! 
at  Limestone,  Tenn.  Our  subject  was  with  his  j 
regiment  all  through  the  war,  with  the  exception 
of  ten  days.  He  enlisted  as  a private,  and  was 
made  a corporal  at  Knoxville,  Tenn..  September 
5,  1864.  He  was  confined  ten  days  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Lexington,  Ky.,  with  the  measles,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  June  20, 
1S65,  and  discharged  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  2, 
1865.  After  his  discharge  he  came  to  Portage 
township,  where  he  was  married  July  19,  1866,  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Scipio 
township,  Seneca  county,  October  18,  1847,  the 
daughter  of  Amos  B.,  and  Nancy  (Shaffner)  Mil- 
ler, her  parents  being  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Johnston  located  on  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Section  9,  and  lived  there  until  October.  1S92, 
when  he  moved  to  Section  10,  where  he  now 
lives  and  has  200  acres  of  land,  160  of  which  are 
cleared.  The  children  of  this  couple  are:  Nancy 

A.  is  now  Mrs.  John  Cox,  of  Milton  township; 
Grant  E.  is  a farmer  in  Portage  township;  Sher- 
man M.  resides  at  home;  Mabel  A.  is  also  at 
home.  Our  subject  has  always  been  a Republic- 
an, being  an  ardent  believer  in  ‘‘sound  money 
andcprotection , ” and  has  served  seven  years  as 
trustee  of  the  township,  and  of  which  he  has 
been  clerk  since  April,  1894,  also  holding  the  of- 
fice of  clerk  of  the  township  board.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  school  board,  and  was  for  eight- 
een years  director  in  District  No.  2,  of  Portage 
township.  He  is  a member  of  Wiley  Post  No.  46, 
at  Bowling  Green,  and  was  formerly  commander 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Portage.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
Mr.  Johnston  is  a well-known  man,  a respected 
citizen  and  a most  successful  farmer.  He  has  a 
wide  acquaintance,  made  while  carrying  out  con- 
tracts in  ditching  throughout  his  section  of  the 
county.  He  has  a family  of  which  any  man  might 
be  proud,  and  they  all  live  happily  on  the  home 
farm. 

C.  Wilson  Solether,  of  Jerry  City,  one  of 
the  ablest  and  most  successful  young  business 
men  of  Wood  county,  was  born  January  14, 1857, 
in  Section  5,  Bloom  township,  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Sarah  (Miller)  Solether.  The  family  name 
is  a synonym  in  this  region  for  all  that  goes  to 
make  up  good  Citizenship,  and  his  own  earner 
does  credit  to  their  record. 

Mr.  Solether  was  reared  upon  a farm,  and  re- 
ceived thorough  instruction  in  the  ancient  and 


honorable  occupation  of  agriculture,  his  attend- 
ance at  the  district  school  being  often  interupted 
thereby.  As  he  grew  older  his  active  and  aspir- 
ing mind  demanded  a better  opportunity  for  de- 
velopment, and  he  studied  for  some  time  in  ad- 
vanced schools  in  other  places,  spending  three 
years  in  Oberlin.  He  began  teaching  in  Bloom 
township  for  $1.  50  per  day,  and  boarded  at  home, 
going  five  miles  to  his  school,  sweeping  his  school 
room  and  building  his  own  fires.  His  work  as  a 
teacher  in  Bloom  and  Portage  townships  ex- 
tended over  seven  years.  In  1879  he  spent  his 
summer  vacation  in  Kansas,  working  on  farms. 
On  December  22,  1882,  he  was  married  in  Zanes- 
ville, to  Miss  Lizzie  Weaver,  daughter  of  Philip 
Weaver,  a prominent  farmer  of  Muskingum 
county.  Mr.  Solether  expended  all  his  savings 
in  fitting  np  a home  in  Portage  township,  and  for 
two  years  he  conducted  his  father's  farm  there. 
He  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in 
that  township,  going  heavily  in  debt  for  it.  This 
he  cleared,  working  in  the  woods  in  winter  and 
farming  his  fields  in  summer.  He  also  got  out 
timber  for  others,  and  the  opening  of  the  oil  busi- 
ness furnished  him  plenty  of  work  in  teaming,  for 
some  time.  But  the  discovery  of  oil,  upon  his 
own  land,  soon  gave  him  more  profitable  em- 
ployment, and  as  his  means  increased  he  has  en- 
larged his  farm  and  now  owns  324  acres  in  Bloom 
and  Portage  townships,  not  to  be  surpassed  for 
agricultural  purposes.  He  is  progressive  and  far- 
sighted, putting  into  effect,  successfully,  the  ap- 
proved scientific  methods  of  the  dav.  He  also 
owns  six  acres  within  the  corporation  limits  of 
Jerry  City,  and  since  July,  1884,  he  has  made 
his  home  there,  adding  many  first-class  improve- 
ments. Always  a great  reader,  his  range  of  in- 
formation is  unusually  wide.  Notwithstanding 
his  success,  he  is  very  unassuming  in  manner, 
not  suffering  apparently  from  the  “ cerebral  en- 
largement," which  often  follows  so  radical  a 
change  in  circumstances.  His  home  is  a center 
of  culture  and  refinement,  and  his  five  children, 
Earl  K.,  Ralph  B.,  Glenn  E.,  Alta  F.  and  Clyde, 
■are  enjoying  excellent  educational  advantages 
Mr.  Solether  has  been  a Republican  from  the 
time  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Garfield,  to  the 
present  time.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
party  in  his  locality,  has  been  trustee  of  both 
Bloom  and  Portage  townships,  and  a member  of 
the  board  of  education  of  Jerry  City  for  nine  \ ears, 
serving  the  entire  time  as  clerk.  He  is  also,  at 
present,  tin  corporation  treasurer  of  tin  'own, 
and  has  been  a delegate  to  several  couni\  con- 
ventions. lie  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  002,  I.  O. 
O.  E.,  at  Jerry  City. 
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Solomon  Smith,  a worth)'  representative  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Bloom  township,  is  a I 
native  of  Ohio,  born  September  13,  1829,  son  of 
jjhn  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Keefer)  Smith.  His 
early  life  was  uneventful,  passed  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys;  but,  in  1852,  he  left 
home,  going  overland  to  California  in  the  spring 
of  that  year,  and  remained  in  the  Golden  State 
until  the  fall  of  1855,  when  he  returned  by  the 
Panama  route. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  year  1 S 5 6,  in  Mifflin 
township,  Richland  Co.  , Ohio,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Smith  and  Miss  Mary  Zody,  who  ! 
was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Penn.,  January  5, 
1831,  and  was  six  years  old  when  brought  by  her 
parents,  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Ebersole)  Zody, 
to  Richland  county.  Although  his  father  was  in 
comfortable  circumstances  he  was  unable  to  give 
our  subject  any  assistance  at  that  time.  He 
operated  the  home  farm  until  the  spring  of  i860, 
when  he  removed  to  Section  8,  Bloom  township, 
Wood  county,  locating  upon  the  160-acre  tract 
which  he  and  his  brother  Henry  had  bought  the 
fall  previous.  He  came  by  wagon,  and,  besides 
his  own  family,  which  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
three  children,  he  was  accompanied  by  his  brother- 
in-law,  David  H.  Wirick.  Twenty-five  acres  of  : 
the  land  had  been  cleared,  and  a log  house, 
18x20  feet,  erected,  but  he  went  earnestly  to  ! 
work  to  improve  his  place,  and  year  after  year 
saw  more  land  under  cultivation.  He  had  gone  ; 
in  debt  several  hundred  dollars,  but  as  he  was 
young,  strong  and  active,  it  did  not  discourage  j 
him,  and  it  was  soon  paid  off. 

To  the  marriage  of  our  subject  were  born  four 
children,  as  follows:  Abraham  Franklin,  a physi-  1 
cian,  of  Wawpecong,  Ind. ; George  G.  and  Dora 
E.,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Oregon, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  at  home;  and  lola 
E.,  wife  of  Isaac  Eoe,  of  Portage  township, 
Wood  county.  Mr.  Smith  now  owns  120  acres 
of  fertile  and  productive  land,  to  the  cultivation 
of  which  he  devoted  his  time  until  meeting  with  a 1 
very  unfortunate  accident  on  September  8,  1894,  \ 
when,  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  he  was  run  over  by  j 
the  cars,  losing  his  left  leg  just  below  the  knee, 
and  a part  of  his  right  foot.  In  the  fall  of  1892, 
he  had  removed  to  that  city,  but  he  returned  to 
his  farm  in  the  spring  of  1895.  The  improve- 
ments upon  the  place  all  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  thrift  and  industry,  and  it  has  been  trans- 
formed into  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  of 
the  township.  In  1887,  Mr.  Smith  leased  his 
farm  to  the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  and  there  are  now 
four  wells  in  operation,  producing  about  nineteen 
tanks  of  180  barrels  each  per  month;  he  receives  1 


one-eighth  of  the  oil.  One  gas  well  is  also  in 
operation.  Politically  our  subject  votes  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket,  but  he  is  no  office 
seeker,  as  his  time  has  been  wholly  occupied  by 
his  business  affairs.  The  family  is  one  of  prom- 
inence in  the  community,  standing  high  in  social 
circles,  and  Mrs.  Smith  is  a consistent  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church. 

Joseph  W.  Stiger.  Like  many  other  resi- 
dents of  Wood  county  who  have  succeeded 
through  their  own  diligence,  energy  and  econoinv, 
the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  sketch  started  out  in  life  with  naught 
but 'an  abundance  of  determination  and  indefati- 
gable industry,  and  a strong  and  healthy  consti- 
tution. In  the  spring  of  1894  he  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  C.  H.  Hoiles,  forming  the  firm 
of  Stiger  & Hoiles,  who  are  now  successful!) 
engaged  in  general  carpenter  work,  also  running 
a lumber  yard  and  planing-mill. 

Mr.  Stiger  was  born  near  Bettsville,  Sandusk) 
Co.,  Ohio,  January  I,  1863,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Phoebe  (Goucher)  Stiger,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of 
Toledo,  Ohio,  of  German  descent.  By  trade  the 
father  was  a carpenter.  He  was  employed  at 
that  occupation  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  and  then  returned  to  BettsvHe. 
where  he  and  his  wife  now  make  their  home. 
While  his  parents  were  living  at  those  places  our 
subject  attended  the  common  schools,  and  thus 
acquired  a fair  education.  As  early  as  1876  he 
began  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his 
father,  and  became  competent  to  perform  almost 
any  labor  along  that  line.  In  the  spring  of  1881 
he  began  work  at  his  trade  for  the  Nickel  Plate 
railroad,  building  depots,  and  was  soon  promoted 
to  foreman  of  a gang,  holding  that  position  until 
June  of  the  same  year.  He  was  later  with  the 
C.  J.  & M.  railroad,  in  Michigan.  The  following 
winter,  however,  was  spent  in  Ohio,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1883  he  went  to  Eaton  Rapids,  Mich., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade. 

On  March  31,  1884,  Mr.  Stiger  was  married, 
at  Maple  Grove,  Ohio,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Ida  B.  Riley,  who  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  Wood  county,  March  25,  1S67 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sophrona  Ensininger 
Riley,  who  now  make  their  home  in  Prairie 
Depot;  by  occupation  her  father  is  a farmer.  B> 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  ■ 1 
three  children-  Arlington  A , bora  Januar>  ' 
1886;  Yernie  V.,  born  November  9,  1S91.  and 
daughter,  born  Vugust  C,  1896.  Mr.  Stiger  t • - 
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his  bride  to  Eaton  Rapids,  working  there  for 
others  until  the  spring  of  i SS 5 , when  he  began 
contracting  there.  In  iSSS  he  moved  to  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  was  employed  by  the 
large  real-estate  firm  of  John  B.  White  & Co., 
superintending  the  erection  of  their  residences. 
On  September  19,  1889,  however,  he  returned 
to  Prairie  Depot,  and  worked  for  a short  time  in 
the  factory  of  G.  W.  Hedge.  He  was  then 
engaged  in  business  alone  until  forming  his  present 
connection.  He  is  one  of  the  most  skillful 
mechanics  in  the  county,  and  an  excellent  work- 
man, as  many  of  the  best  homes  and  business 
blocks. of  Prairie  Depot  testify,  and  was  engaged 
by  the  school  board  to  superintend  the  erection 
of  the  elegant  school  building  of  that  place, 
having  charge  of  all  the  carpenter  work.  He 
stands  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  people  as  a 
straightforward  business  man,  and  a most  thorough 
and  efficient  mechanic. 

In  politics  Mr.  Stiger  is  a silver  Democrat, 
and  manifests  considerable  interest  in  the  success 
of  his  party,  though  he  has  always  refused  to 
become  a candidate  for  office.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at 
Eaton  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Petroleum  Lodge  No.  499,  Iv.  of  P. , of  Prairie 
Depot.  He  now  has  a pleasant  home  at  that 
place,-  which  he  built  in  the  fall  of  1893,  and 
there  he  and  his  estimable  wife  delight  to  enter- 
tain their  many  friends. 

Martin  Lembrich.  Among  the  sturdy  and 
stalwart  citizens  of  Portage  township,  whose  place 
of  birth  was  the  far-away  German  Fatherland, 
and  who,  with  the  industry  and  thrift  so  natural 
to  the  people  of  their  native  land,  are  rapidly 
progressing  toward  that  financial  condition  so 
much  coveted  by  all,  is  the  subject  of  this  per- 
sonal history.  He  was  born  in  Bavaria,  June  6, 
1824,  and  is  a son  of  Adam  and  Catherine  (Daut- 
erman)  Lembrich,  who  were  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Valentine,  Martin,  Catherine,  Henry 

and  Jacob.  Both  parents  died  in  Germany,  the 
father  at  the  age  of  sixty,  and  the  mother  at 
fifty-five  years. 

According  to  the  laws  of  his  native  land,  onr 
subject  was  provided  with  a good  education,  and 
had  never  left  home  even  for  a single  night  until 
he  came  to  America  in  September,  1851.  From 
London,  England,  he  sailed  on  the  vessel  “Queen 
Victoria,”  which  made  the  passage  in  thirty  days, 
and,  after  landing  at  New  York  came  at  once  to 
Wood  county,  where  he  arrived  in  October.  At 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  his  money  gave  out,  and  he  had 
to  borrow  $5  to  bring  him  to  his  destination.  lie 


1 was  here  employed  at  ditching,  clearing  and  gen- 
eral farm  work  at  fifty  cents  per  day,  and  thus 
secured  a start  in  the  New  World.  Before  his 
marriage,  however,  he  was  able  to  purchase  forty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  8,  Portage  town- 
! ship. 

In  that  township,  in  July,  1 S 54,  Mr.  Lem- 
brich wedded  Miss  Margaret  Amos,  a native  of 
Germany,  and  a daughter  of  Michael  Amos,  who 
! brought  her  to  the  United  Stateswhen.au  infant. 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Lewis, 
who  lives  in  Portage  township;  George,  who 
; died  in  Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  at  the 
■ age  of  thirty-one  years;  Caroline,  who  married 
James  Taylor,  and  died  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio; 
Frederick,  at  home;  and  Catherine,  now  Mrs. 

: Nicholas  Wisebaugh,  of  Portage  township.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  in  September.  1868, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Portage  cemetery  In 
| the  following  spring,  Mr.  Lembrich  was  united  in 
! marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Durler,  who  was 
born  in  Portage  township,  October  5,  1S44,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Magdalene  (Schruntz) 
Durler.  By  this  marriage  he  has  one  daughter 
— Celesta  M. 

Mr.  Lembrich  has  converted  his  timbered 
tract  into  one  of  the  best  farms  of  Portage  town- 
ship, making  all  of  the  improvements  found 
thereon,  and  extending  the  boundaries  of  his 
place  until  it  now  comprises  eighty  acres  of  ara- 
ble land.  For  the  past  five  years,  however,  he 
has  laid  aside  business  cares,  enjoying  a well- 
earned  rest.  In  his  political  views  he  coincides 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  the  discharge 
of  his  elective  franchise  votes  for  the  candidates 
offered  by  that  organization.  Mrs.  Lembrich  is  a 
consistent  and  sincere  member  of  the  Christian 
Union,  belonging  to  Cloverdale  Class. 

David  B.  Cotant.  Among  the  leading  and 
influential  farmers  of  Bloom  township,  who 
thoroughly  understand  their  business  and  pursue 
their  chosen  calling  in  a methodical  and  work- 
manlike  manner,  is  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
He  was  born  in  Bloom  township,  April  13,  1852, 
and  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Rebecca  (Taylor) 
Cotant.  He  was  reared  to  rural  life,  receiving 
the  usual  education  of  such  by  attending  “ Hope- 
well  school.”  District  No.  7.  and  his' first  teacher 
was  John  I\.  Lasher. 

Mr.  Cotant  was  married  in  Hancock  county, 
Ohio,  on  August  7,  1873,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Mary  L.  \\  ineland,  wlmse  birth  oc- 
curred in  Fayette  county,  Penn.,  June  27.  1852. 
Her  parents,  David  and  Catherine  Barnhart) 
Wincland,  removed  when  she  was  about  seven 


. 

. 

' 


. 

. 

. 


' 

' 


.. 


. 


1-2-22 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


years  of  age  to  Hancock  county  and  there  she 
had  a very  poor  chance  of  attending  school.  By 
her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  has  become  the 
’"'other  of  three  children — Clara  A.,  wife  of  J. 
M.  Stihvell,  of  Perry  township,  Wood  county; 
Clinton  }.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Edna  O.,  at 
home.  In  Perry  township  Mr.  Cotant  rented  a 
farm  for  a few  months,  but  in  1873,  he  located 
upon  his  present  valuable  farm,  and  in  August  of 
the  following  year  began  the  construction  of  his 
comfortable  dwelling.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival 
there  were  onl>  three  acres  cleared,  but  year 
after  year  saw  more  land  placed  under  the  plow, 
and  he  has  converted  the  tract  into  a highly-cul- 
tivated farm.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party;  is  a stock- 
holder in  the  Northwestern  Fair  Association  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  of 
which  he  is  at  present  one  of  the  trustees. 

W.  C.  Smith,  though  young  in  years,  is  one 
of  the  most  energetic  and  enterprising  agricultur- 
ists of  Perry  township.  A native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  he  was  born  in  Logan  count}’,  April  18, 
i860,  a son  of  William  E.  Smith,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Wood  county.  He  was  but  a child 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  this  county,  where 
he  was  reared  as  most  farmer  boys  and  obtained 
his’education  in  the  district  schools  near  his  home. 
A month  before  he  reached  his  majority  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  and  for  two  summers  before 
his  marriage  worked  as  a farm  hand. 

The  lady  who  now  bears  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Smith,  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Ada  Loucks. 
a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susan  (Fretts)  Loucks, 
who  came  to  Wood  county  in  1S7S,  locating  in 
Section '31,  Perry  township,  where  they  still  re- 
side. The  daughter  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Penn.,  March  20,  1S66,  and  in  Perry 
township,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1882,  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  One  daughter  graces  their 
union— Sylvia  M.,  born  April  1,  1890. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Smith 
cultivated  his  father  s farm  in  Perry  township;  but 
in  the  spring  of  1884  he  removed  to  Page  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  rented  land  until  October,  1885, 
when  he  returned  to  Wood  county  and  leased  a 
house  near  the  old  homestead,  which  he  again 
operated.  That  same  fall,  however,  he  purchased 
twenty-five  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  township, 
Wood  county,  on  which  he  resided  for  three  years, 
but  now  makes  his  home  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  owns  forty  acres  of  excellent  land  in  Perry 
township.  For  some  time  he  engaged  in  ditch- 
ing, by  which  business  he  gained  a start  in  life. 


Mr.  Smith  in  giving  close  attention  to  his  farm- 
ing interests,  has  but  little  time  to  devote  to 
political  matters,  but  has  studied  politics  suffi- 
ciently to  determine  that  the  principles  of  the 
Prohibition  party  more  nearly  coincide  with  his 
views  than  those  of  any  other,  especially  on  the 
liquor  question,  and  accordingly  gives  it  his  uniform 
support,  though  he  was  formerly  a Republican. 
He  and  his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  a class  leader,  and  has  for  several  years  taught 
in  the  Sunday-school. 

A.  W.  Nafus,  a progressive  and  successful 
agriculturist  of  Grand  Rapids  township,  was  born 
September  24,  1S42,  in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio. 
William  Nafus,  his  father,  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land, born  in  1774,  came  to  America  in  1781, 
and  died  about  1832.  He  settled  upon  a farm 
in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried- for  his  first  wife,  he  wedded  Miss  Salome 
Carpenter,  who  was  born  November  22,  1775, 
and  died  April  20,  1837.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children.  On  July  24,  1S3S,  he  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Clabaugh. 
widow  of  Joseph  Clabaugh,  of  McCutchenviile, 
Ohio.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Krause.  To 
j this  union  were  born  three  children,  all  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Nancy,  born  October  10,  1840, 
married  Simon  P.  Starkey,  of  Green  Springs, 
Ohio;  A.  W. , our  subject;  Clarissa,  born  May  1, 
1845,  married  A.  C.  Vine,  of  Wentworth,  S.  I). 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  February,  1869, 
at  McCutchenviile,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  She  was  a kind  and  loving  mother,  and 
her  death  was  deeply  mourned  by  her  children. 

A.  W.  Nafus  attended  the  district  schools 
near  his  home  and  worked  upon  the  farm  until 
' 1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  4th  O. 
V.  I.,  Col.  Mason  and  Capt.  George  Weaver, 
commanding.  From  Camp  Dennison,  his  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  the  front  and  took  part  in 
1 thirty-one  battles,  among  them  the  engagements 
; at  Fair  Oaks  and  Winchester.  Mr.  Nafus  lost 
two  toes,  was  wounded  in  the  right  groin,  and  for 
several  months  was  confined  to  the  hospital;  but 
he  returned  to  his  regiment,  and  remained  until  hr 
j received  an  honorable  discharge  June  21,  1S0.: 
having  been  in  the  service  three  years,  f"<ir 
months  and  twenty-one  days.  A year  and  a hah 
at  home  enabled  him  to  recover  somewhat  hi  • 
former  health,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  In 
went  to  Iowa  and  found  employment  i>  1 herd.' 
man,  remaining  two  years  On  his  n turn  h"'.i 
j he  worker!  twenty  years  as  a carpenter  and  jo. mu  . 

1 but  in  1889  he  bought  a farm  of  forty  acres  w r 
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Grand  Rapids,  upon  which  he  built  a fine  dwell- 
ing house  and  barns,  and  made  other  improve- 
ments. To  this  place  he  devoted  the  greater 
part  Oi  his  time,  working  at  his  trade  as  oppor- 
tunity offered. 

On  April  21,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Everhart,  of  Wyandot  county,  who 
was  born  May  17,  1847.  To  them  have  been 
born  eight  children:  Manda  L.,  June  6,  1866, 

married  John  Whitmore,  in  1882,  and  has  three 
children;  Byron  S.,  February  23,  1868:  Alice  and 
Albert  (twins)  March  8,  1871,  the  former  married 
to  Frank  Philips,  October  4,  1892-,  and  has  one 
child,  and  the  latter  works  at  the  carpenter  trade; 
George  F.,  October  4,  1873,  a mason  at  Custar, 
Ohio,  married  Mary  E.  Stocke,  June  11,  1895 
(she  was  born  May  28,  1870),  and  has  one  child; 
Charles,  born  February  12,  1875;  Howard,  Jan- 
uary 4,  1 880;  and  Mabel  May,  October  12,  1887. 
After  our  subject  was  married  he  went  to  work 
at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  seven  years.  He  then  started  out  to 
work  for  himself,  as  a contractor  and  builder, 
with  a large  force  of  men.  He  worked  in  Tiffin, 
and  Kenton  until  the  time  of  the  “ boom,"  when 
he  went  to  Findlay.  His  industry  supported  the 
aboye  mentioned  family  of  eight  children,  and  he 
is  now  well-fixed,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former 
toil. 

Mr.  Nafus  is  a genial,  industrious,  honest 
citizen,  and  not  the  least  amiable  trait  of  his 
character  is  his  uncomplaining  of  impaired  health, 
a result  of  his  devotion  to  the  Union  cause.  He 
is  highly  esteemed  wherever  he  is  known,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  all  local  affairs,  serving  at 
one  time  as  township  supervisor.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R. , Bond  Post  No.  24,  and  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  No.  494,  of  Adrian,  Ohio.  He  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Grand  Rapids  township,  and 
their  interest  in  any  progressive  measure  is  ready 
and  sincere.  Mr.  Nafus  has  been  a member  of 
the  township  school  board  for  two  terms,  and  is 
at  the  present  time  president  of  the  board.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  ever  stands  ready  to  aid  his  fellow- 
men  in  times  of  need,  frequently  discommoding 
himself  to  accommodate  a.  friend. 

William  Simons  (deceased),  who,  after  the 
labors  of  a long  and  useful  life,  passed  his  later 
years  in  ease  and  retirement  in  the  village  of 
West  Millgrove,  this  county,  was  . born  in 
Genesee  county,  N.  Y. , January  31,  1814,  and 
was  one  in  a family  of  eight  children,  four  sons 


| and  four  daughters,  born  to  ITezekiah  and  Eliza- 
| beth  (Weed)  Simons.  The  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  died  in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y. , being 
killed  by  a falling  limb  while  chopping  down  a 
tree. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject 
; were  very  limited,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years 
! he  left  home,  starting  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world  as  a farm  hand.  When. not  yet  twenty 
: years  of  age  he  was  married  in  his  native  county 
1 to  Mary  Bair,  and  with  his  wife  came  to  Ohio  in 
the  early  part  of  the  “ 30s,"  locating  in  Jackson 
| township,  Seneca  county.  He  had  been  cheated 
j out  of  $13-0  due  him  for  labor  by  an  unprincipled 
man,  and  on  coming  to  this  State  had  little  more 
| than  the  horse  and  wagon  with  which  he  made 
the  trip.  They  left  all  their  household  goods, 
with  the  exception  of  a feather  bed,  in  New 
i York,  and  later  he  sent  for  them,  but  they  were 
lost  cn  route.  With  a capital  of  twelve  shillings 
our  subject  began  life  in  the  Buckeye  State. 
For  a short  time  he  made  a temporary  home 
| with  his  brother-in-law,  Samuel  Bair,  who  had 
preceded  him  to  this  State,  and  later  went  in 
debt  for  forty  acres  of  timber  land,  on  which  he 
built  a cabin  of  round  logs,  which  was  his  first 
home  since  he  left  the  parental  roof  when  only 
eleven  years  old.  On  account  of  the  water,  it 
was  difficult  to  raise  anything,  and  their  first 
: crops  were  corn  and  potatoes.  Our  subject 
struggled  along,  each  year  bettering  his  condition 
until  he  had  paid  for  his  land.  Eater  he  traded 
this  for  a better  tract,  and  bought  eighty  acres  in 
addition,  for  which  he  went  in  debt.  On  selling 
out  after  some  years,  he  removed  to  Washington 
| township,  Hancock  county,  where  he  bought 
100  acres.  He  met  with  an  accident,  however, 
breaking  his  shoulder  by  falling  out  of  a wagon, 
which  disabled  him,  and,  as  he  had  gone  into 
debt  for  his  land,  he  was  afraid  he  could  not  pay 
for  it,  and  so  disposed  of  the  property.  He  then 
came  to  Perry  township,  Wood  county,  where,  in 
1849,  he  purchased  the  fine  farm  of  166  acres 
owned  by  him  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  first  wife  died  December  20,  1S60,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Fostoria. 
She  was  a Christian  woman,  and  died  happy. 
To  them  had  been  born  the  following  children: 
Silas,  the  eldest  son,  enlisted  August  12.  1S61. 
in  Company  F,  49th  O.  Y.  I.,  and  was  killed  at 
Pickett's  Mills,  Ga.,  May  27.  1864,  while  serving 
as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  H,  in  the  same 
regiment,  to  which  company  he  was  transferred 
June  18,  1863,  being  at  that  time  made  second 
1 lieutenant.  On  the  10th  of  March,  186^,  he  was 
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promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  and  died  as  a gallant 
and  brave  officer.  Elizabeth,  the  second  child, 
is  ffie  wife  of  John  Nobles,  of  Fostoria.  Benja- 
min F.  is  a merchant  of  West  Millgrove.  Nancy 
is  now  Mrs.  A.  D.  Stewart,  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 
Martha  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  William  Robbins,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Seneca  count)'.  Amos  died  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  in  1894.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Simons  wedded  Martha  J.  Faylor,  a native  of 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Pitchard  Faylor.  Five  children  graced 
that  union,  only  one  of  whom  grew  to  maturity — 
Nellie  M.  The  mother  died  October  2,  1894, 
and  was  buried  at  Fostoria.  In  her  youth  she 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  some 
ten  years  later  became  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  of  which  she  remained  a consistent 
member  until  her  death,  which  was  a happy  one. 
Her  funeral  was  preached  by  Rev.  Andrew  Hayes. 
Our  subject  later  married  her  sister,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet McClelland,  widow  of  A.  J.  McClelland,  by 
whom  she  had  four  children:  Clarence,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Arthur,  a resident 
of  Hillsdale  count)',  Mich;  and  Ada  and  Ida, 
twins,  the  fermernow  Mrs.  Ulysses  Jenkins,  and 
the  latter  now  Mrs.  D.  A.  Tanner,  both  of  Hills- 
dale county,  Michigan. 

In  March,  1879,  Mr.  Simons  removed  to  West 
Millgrove.  For  a short  time  when  young  he 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  later  supported 
the  Republican  party,  and  for  nine  successive 
years  was  school  director.  For  over  forty  years 
he  had  been  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  his  widow  also  belongs.  Pie 
was  among  the  self-made  men  of  the  county,  hav- 
ing accumulated  all  that  he  possessed  by  his  own 
energy  and  thrift,  and  was  also  one  of  its  most 
highly  respected  citizens.  His  death  occurred 
April  6,  1896,  and  from  the  obituary  notice  the 
following  is  extracted:  “ William  Simons,  aged 

eighty-two  years,  two  months  and  twenty-five 
days,  died  at  his  home  in  this  place,  of  pneu- 
monia, on  the  6th  inst.,  after  a brief  illness. 
Deceased  was  a retired  farmer,  well  respected, 
one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  a good  citizen.  We  laid  the  remains  away 
to  rest  in  the  Fostoria  cemetery  till  the  general 
reunion. ” 

George  C.  Emmerich,  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful oil  operators  in  Wood  county,  and  a 
thoroughly  representative  German  American  citi- 
zen, progressive  and  prosperous,  was  born  Oc- 
tober 3,  1862,  at  Gittersdorf,  Hessen-Cassel, 

Prussia,  where  his  parents,  Conrad  and  Anna 


j (Aple)  Emmerich  were  born,  were  married,  and 
■ passed  their  entire  lives.  In  their  family  were 
| seven  children:  Anna  Catherine,  wife  of  John 

Smith,  by  whom  she  has  a son,  Henry,  now 
(1896)  aged  thirteen  years  (they  make  their  home 
in  Gittersdorf);  Henry  married,  and  carrying  on 
farming  at  that  place;  Conrad,  married,  and  fol- 
lowing agricultural  pursuits  in  Ottawa  countv 
Ohio;  George  C.  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Gus  is 
I married,  and  farms  in  Washington  township; 
Anna  Lizzie  is  making  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject; and  Barbara  is  still  a resident  of  Gittersdorf. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  at  the 
j common  schools  of  his  native  place,  was  leader 
| of  a singing  school  there,  and  also  drill  master  in 
the  military  department  of  the  school.  It  was 
the  wish  of  his  parents  that  he  should  attend  a 
j higher  school,  graduate,  and  then  become  a 
teacher;  but  he  preferred  to  come  to  America, 
and  accordingly  in  1S7S,  when  sixteen  years  old, 
he  set  sail  from  Bremen.  After  a voyage  of  some 
i eleven  days  he  landed  at  New  York,  whence  he 
at  once  came  to  Wood  county,  arriving  with  just 
j sixty-five  cents  in  his  pockets,  twenty-five  of 
which  he  found  in  New  York  City.  After  work- 
ing as  a farm  laborer  some  seven  years,  he  rented 
land  for  about  four  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S88 
purchased  thirty  acres  of  good  land  of  Henry 
Aple,  to  which  in  the  following  fall  he  added  forty- 
six  and  one-half  acres  obtained  from  Clark  Cum- 
mings. In  1892  he  bought  ten  acres  of  George 
Kidd,  and  has  since  purchased  240  acres  of  D. 
R.  Haylor — who  was  trustee  for  the  Bowling 
Green  Fence  Co. — but  all  his  farm  land  he  rents 
He  has  fourteen  producing  oil  wells,  seven  of 
which  he  drills  and  operates  himself,  and  he  is 
developing  many  other  wells.  His  land  and 
wells  are  very  valuable,  and  he  derives  therefrom 
a handsome  income. 

On  April  9,  1SS5,  Mr.  Emmerich  was  married 
at  the  residence  of  Jacob  Wenig,  in  Washington 
township,  to  the  latter’s  daughter.  Miss  Dena  M., 
and  to  them  was  born  October  1,  1S90,  a son  - 
Howard  W.  With  his  little  family,  on  April 
28,  1895,  Mr-  Emmerich  set  out  for  the  Father- 
land  to  visit  the  home  and  friends  of  his  child- 
hood, also  the  principal  cities  of  Germany.  After 
spending  four  enjoyable  months,  he  returned  n 
America.  Public-spirited  to  a great  degree,  lie 
takes  an  active  interest  in  every  measure  c.i! .11- 
lated  to  benefit  the  community,  using  his  rg:it 
of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Republican  part), 
and  held  the  office  of  school  director  of  M 1 i i 
ton  township,  one  term.  He  attends  tin  i-wtn- 
gelical  Church  of  Tontogany,  of  the  Sunday-'  h"  1 
I of  which  he  was  superintendent  five  years 
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Jacob  Wenig,  father  of  Mrs.  Emmerich,  was 
born  August  25,  1833,  in  Gittersclorf,  Hessen- 
Cacsel,  Prussia,  and  was  one  of  the  three  chil- 
dren of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Ames)  Wenig,  the 
others  being  Martha,  widow  of  Henry  Opper,  a 
farmer  of  Plain  township,  Wood  county,  and 
Katie,  wife  of  Charlie  Sales,  of  Huron,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio,  by  whom  she  has  four  children — John, 
Libbie,  Charles  and  Lyda.  Mr.  Wenig  received 
his  education  in  Germany,  where  he  worked  in  a 
factory,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  in  118*55, 
set  out  from  Bremen  on  a sailing  vessel  for 
America,  arriving  at  New  York  four  weeks  later. 
He  located  in  Huron,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  where  for 
five  years  he  was  employed  as  a farm  hand,  and 
on  April  5.  1861,  he  arrived  in  Wood  county. 
His  first  location  was  in  Middleton  township, 
where  he  rented  land  for  a year,  and  then  pur- 
chased twelve  acres,  which  he  afterward  sold, 
and  then,  removing  to  Plain  township,  rented 
land  there  for  three  years.  In  1 867,  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  his  present  farm  in  Washington 
township,  to  which  he  added  twenty  acres  in 
1871,  and  now  has  one  of  the  most  highly  im- 
proved farms  in  his  section  of  the  county.  His 

r]  V'C'Pvi0'  woe  0 T 0 ^ 1 2 d clt  3.  CO'wt  of  ^1,200, 

and  his  barn  cost  $400  in  addition. 

On  November  9,  1858,  at  Huron,  Erie  coun- 
ty, Mr.  Wenig  was  married  to  Mary  Bachstin, 
who  was  born  in  Ana,  Hessen-Cassel,  Prussia, 
May  18,  1840,  and  they  have  nine  children ; John; 
August;  Charlie;  Henry;  Dena  M.,  wife  of  Mr. 
Emmerich;  Libbie,  wife  of  Joe  Reams,  of  Wash- 
ington, by  whom  she  has  one  child,  born  July  28, 
1893,  named  Earl  W. ; Linda,  wife  of  J.  H.  Good; 
George,  a school  teacher;  and  William  J.  The 
father,  who  is  a Republican  in  politics,  has  been 
supervisor  and  school  director,  and  is  a worthy 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  of  which  he 
has  served  as  trustee  and  been  steward  and  class 
leader. 

C.  B.  Hedge  is  one  of  the  steady-going 
young  men  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Montgomery 
township,  where  he  was  born  October  11,  1866, 
in  Section  17,  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  George 
B.  and  Kate  (Crawfoot)  Hedge.  His  education 
was  such  as  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood afforded,  his  first  teacher  being  Miss  Mollie 
Smith,  and  he  completed  his  literary’  studies  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Mr.  Hedge  were  spent 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  when  not  in  the 
schoolroom  he  assisted  in  its  cultivation,  and  was 
also  employed  in  his  father's  mill;  but  farming 
and  teaming  were  his  principal  pursuits.  He  re- 


mained a member  of  the  parental  household  until 
his  marriage,  which  important  event  in  his  life 
was  celebrated  October  4,  1888,  in  Bowling 

Green,  Ohio,  Miss  Elsie  Gobble,  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Margaret  (Echelberger)  Gobble,  be- 
coming his  wife.  Her  mother  is  now  the  wife  of 
George  Amos,  a prominent  resident  of  this  coun- 
ty. Three  children  have  come  to  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  bis  wife — Nora  M.,  born  Sep- 
tember 21,  1891;  Elva,  born  July  9,  1893;  and 
Harry,  born  April  28,  1895.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Hedge  located  upon  a portion  of  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  yet  owns  a house  and  an  acre  of 
ground.  In  March,  1892,  he  removed  to  his 
present  "residence,  and  is  now  engaged  in  opera- 
ting his  father’s  place,  also  devoting  considerable 
time  to  teaming.  He  is  a wide-awake,  progressive 
young  business  man,  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising, and  no  doubt  a successful  future  awaits 
him.  He  is  an  excellent  farmer,  and  just  such  a 
citizen  as  the  name  Hedge  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship suggests. 

Daniel  Guyer,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  a valued  citizen  of  this  county,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  August  14,  1S29,  and  is  a son  of 
Gabriel  and  Elizabeth  (Long)  Guyer,  also  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State.  The  father  was  a miller 
by'  trade,  and  followed  that  business  in  Pennsyl- 
vania until  1S32,  when  he  came  with  his  family 
to  Wood  county,  making  the  journey  with  ox- 
teams,  and  camping  along  ihe  roadside  by:  night. 
He  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Weston  town- 
ship, built  a log  house  with  a bark  roof  and  tloor, 

! and  at  once  began  to  clear  and  cultivate  his  land. 
His  death  occurred  here  in  1865,  and  his  wile 
passed  away  three  y’ears  later.  They  had  a fam- 
ily of  nine  children — Gabriel,  who  was  a soldier 
in  the  111th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  1S66;  Susan, 
widow  of  George  Adelman;  Joseph,  who  served 
in  the  144th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  1873;  Polly, 
now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Levi  Barteil, 
and  after  his  death  became  Mrs.  Frankfurter; 
Daniel;  John  and  Emanuel,  both  of  Weston;  and 
Washington,  who  is  living  in  East  Toledo. 

Our  subject  was  a child  of  two  years  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Weston  town- 
ship. When  about  tw’enty  years  of  age  he  learn- 
ed the  trade  of  carpentering,  which  he  followed 
until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  pur- 
1 chased  160  acres  of  land  in  Weston  township. 

which  he  sold  in  1861.  The  following  year  he 
1 offered  his  services  to  the  government  as  a de- 
fender of  the  Union,  and  joined  Company  I. 
i 1441I1  O.  V.  I.,  with  which  he  continued  until 


. 


' 


■ 

■ 

. 

• • 


■ 

■ 


■ 

. 


1226 


WOOD  COUNTY , OHIO. 


after  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  was  a faith-  i 
ful  defender  of  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  rep-  ! 
resented,  and  returned  home  with  an  honorable  j 
war  record. 

In  1865  Mr.  Guyer  resumed  farming,  pur- 
chasing eighty  acres  of  land  in  Milton  township, 
on  which  he  built  a log  cabin.  The  work  of 
improvement  was  at  once  begun,  and  has  been 
steadily  carried  forward.  He  tiled  and  fenced 
the  place,  planted  an  orchard,  and  in  1885  erec-  j 
ted  a large  dwelling.  In  the  spring  of  1892  he  ! 
exchanged  this  property  for  his  present  farm  of 
120  acres  in  Section  6,  Milton  township,  and  in 
1S93  erected  his  residence. 

Mr.  Guyer  was  married  in  September,  1S59. 
to  Miss  Emma  Older,  and  to  them  have  been  j 
born  six  children— Della  now  the  wife  of  John 
McGill,  of  Milton  township;  Cora,  wife  of  Emory 
Burson,  of  Milton  township;  Edward,  who  wed- 
ded Mary  Baumgardner,  and  resides  at  the  old 
homestead;  Albert,  who  wedded  Mary  Beaverson,  ; 
and  lives  in  Milton  township;  Pearl,  wife  of  D. 

C.  Wolf;  and  Maud,  wife  of  Thomas  Pugh,  of 
Weston,  Ohio.  Mr.  Guyer  has  always  been  a j 
warm  friend  of  the  cause  of  education,  and  while  I 
serving  on  the  school  board  has  been  effective  in 
its  promotion.  He  belongs  to  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and,  in  his  political  views,  is  a Repub-  ! 
lican. 

A.  V.  Powell,  the  well-known  undertaker 
at  Bowling  Green,  is  a native  of  the  Buckeye  i 
State,  born  in  Fairfield  county,  July  20,  1855. 

His  family  is  of  Welsh  origin,  and  the  ances- 
tors of  the  American  branch  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania at  an  early  period.  His  grandfather,  Peter 
Powell,  was  born  there,  and  his  father,  George 
Powell,  was  born  there  in  1829.  The  latter  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Ann  Beaty,  also  a native  of  that 
State,  and  a few  years  later  came  to  Ohio  with 
his  family,  locating  first  upon  a farm  in  Fairfield 
county.  His  father  accompanied  him,  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  this  State.  In  the  spring  of  1873, 
our  subject's  parents  came  to  Wood  county, 
traveling  the  entire  distance  by  wagon,  and  driv- 
ing their  stock  before  them.  They  bought  a 
farm  in  Liberty  township,  Wood  county,  where  1 
they  made  their  home  for  nearly  twenty  vears, 
and  then  retired  to  Bowling  Green,  where  Mrs. 
Powell  died  April  27,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  and  her  husband  in.  1803,  aged 
seventy-three.  They  were  faithful  and  devout 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Of 
their  large  family  of  children  six  grew  to  adult 
age:  John  W.,  a resident  of  Bowling  Green; 
Martha  J..  the  wife  of  L.  D.  Stnaltz,  of  Han- 


cock county;  Silas  H.,  who  occupies  the  old 
homestead;  A.  V.,  our  subject;  Chester  L. , who 
died  Juh'  6,  1893,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven,  and 
Laura  Belle,  who  married  fames  Stafford,  a 
farmer  of  Wood  county. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Fairfield  county  during  his  boyhood,  and  on  com- 
ing to  this  county  obtained  a position  as  clerk  in 
a store  in  Bowling  Green,  and  later  went  to 
Findlay  in  the  same  capacity.  He  t-hen  entered 
into  business  for  himself,  making  several  experi- 
ments before  settling  dowm  at  his  present  novel 
and  prosperous  enterprise.  He  was  for  two 
years  in  the  hardware  business  in  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
before  coming  back  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
conducted  first  a grocery  for  two  years,  and  then 
a restaurant,  and,  in  1889,  opened  a novelty  five 
and  ten  cent  store,  which  he  has  since  sold,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business,  hav- 
ing the  largest  and  best  ecpjipped  establishment 
of  the  kind  in  Wood  county. 

He  was  married  November  22,  1S77,  to  Miss 
LaVandee  Sargent,  who  was  born  in  Wood 
county,  April  6,  1S59.  They  have  had  six  chil- 
dren: Frank  Sargent,  Alice  Lillian,  John  Avery, 
Gerald  A.,  William  McMann  and  Vivian.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Powell  is  a Republican,  and  he  is 
among  the  most  enterprising  and  public-spirited 
of  the  young  men  of  the  community.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F . 
Green  Encampment  No.  626,  and  Canton  Al- 
pine No.  26,  Uniform  Rank,  and  of  the  Order  of 
I),  of  R. 

Jacob  Bovie,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Mont- 
gomery towmship,  pleasantly  located  in  Section 
9,  has  identified  himself  with  the  representative 
and  progressive  citizens  of  Wood  county.  IPs 
birth  occurred  in  that  township  on  October  20, 
1847,  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Adam  and  Mag- 
dalena (Friedinger)  Bovie,  natives  of  German' 
who  came  to  America  at  the  same  time,  and  were 
married  in  this  country,  after  which  they  locates 
in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  The  mother  passed  awa\ 
July  6,  r 8 7 7 , and  the  father,  who  was  born 
18  1 1,  died  at  a ripe  old  age  in  April,  1893.  1 h V 

were  both  buried  at  Prairie  Depot,  Ohio. 

To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  eleven  eh 
dren,  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  and  with  tv- 
exception  of  Margaret,  who  was  burned  to  death 
at  the  age  of  six  months,  when  their  dwelling 
was  deslr  nod  b\  fire,  all  lived  to  adult  ag 
They  were  as  Bilious:  Magdalene  married  \u 

drew  Zimmerman,  and  died  in  Montgomery  1 >wn 
shiii,  in  1890;  Caroline  became  the  wife  of  V 
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thony  Hirscherberger,  and  died  at  Clyde,  Ohio; 
Adam  was  a member  of  Company  A,  144th  O. 

V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  prison  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C. ; Jacob  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Catherine  became  the  wife  of  M.  Swape,  and 
died  in  Missouri;  Margaret  is  now  Mrs.  Joseph 
Hess,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Peter  is  a resident  of 
Portage  township,  Wood  county;  David  lives  in 
Gratiot  count)',  Mich.,  near  Ithaca;  Lavina  is  the 
wife  of  A.  Swape,  of  Missouri;  and  George  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years. 

As  his  parents  were  in  limited  circumstances, 
the  educational  privileges  enjoyed  by  Jacob  Bovie 
were  rather  limited,  and  he  early  began  assisting 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  being  a great  help  to 
his  parents  In  Fremont,  Ohio,  on  November 

I,  1876,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 

Lydia  A.  Girton,  wrho  was  born  near  Bellevue, 
Ohio,  January  19,  1 S 5 6.  Her  parents,  Asa  and 
Elizabeth  (Wales)  Girton,  located  in  Montgom- 
ery township,  Wood  county,  in  1863,  where  the 
father  died  October  20,  1865,  leaving  his  widow 
with  five  children,  namely:  Luther,  now  post- 

master of  Tromley,  Ohio;  Mary  C. , who  wedded 
N.  Wise,  and  died  in  Kansas-,  December  28, 
1879; -Lvdia  A.,  the  honored  wife  of  our  subject; 
John  W.,  a resident  of  Bloom  township,  Wood 
count)-;  and  Margaret,  who  died  unmarried  June 
14,  1894.  Another  child,  George,  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  before  his  father's  death.  Dur- 
ing his  younger  years  Mr.  Girton  had  taught 
school,  but  by  trade  he  was  a mechanic,  and  was 
employed  as  a spinner  in  a woolen-factory.  His 
health  was  always  poor,  and  he  never  accumu- 
lated much  properly.  His  widow  married  Charles  j 

J.  Wickenheiser,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  she 
now  makes  her  home  in  Bloom  township.  The 
education  of  Mrs.  Bovie  was  mostly  acquired  ; 
under  the  instruction  of  her  father,  who  taught 
his  family  at  home,  and  she  learned  very  rapidly. 
At  the  time  of  her  marriage  she  was  working  as  j 
a domestic.  Two  children  grace  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  — Frederick  Raldo,  born 
September  29,  1877;  and  Randal  R.,  born  De- 
cember 26,  1887. 

Upon  his  marriage,  Mr.  Bovie  located  at 
Prairie  Depot,  where  he  owned  a house  and  lot, 
and  worked  as  a farm  hand  and  laborer.  On 
leaving  that  place  he  rented  a farm  for  a year, 
after  which  he  lived  upon  his  father’s  farm  until 
his  removal  to  his  present  homestead  in  Section 
9,  where  he  had  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on 
which  was  a rather  dilapidated  h"U'e,  and  he 
went  in  debt  for  th  ■ same.  However,  in  has 
since  paid  off  the  indebtedness,  and  added  twenty 
acres  to  the  original  tract,  all  of  which  is  now 


highly  cultivated.  He  erected  his  present  sub- 
stantial and  comfortable  home  in  1887,  and  has 
made  many  other  useful  and  valuable  improve- 
ments on  the  place.  In  politics  he  usually  sup- 
ports the  principles  and  candidates  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  is  not  strictly  bound  by  party  - 
! ties. 

Martin  L.  Walters  is  a native  and  resi- 
j dent  of  Weston  township,  born  September  26, 
1835.  He  comes  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  the  locality,  his  grandparents  having  settled 
! here  in  an  early  day.  They  migrated  to  Ohio 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  made  their  first  location 
in  Harrison  county,  thence  after  a few  years' 
residence  moving  to  Wood  county.  They  were 
of  Pennsylvania- Dutch  lineage. 

Jacob  Walters,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  20,  1828,  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio, 
and  was  three  years  of  age  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Wood  county.  Here  he  was  reared, 

! and  obtained  his  education,  which  included  a 
thorough  training  in  agricultural  pursuits,  . to 
which  he  gave  his  principal  time  and  attention 
! during  his  entire  life.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
served  one  hundred  days  in  the  Union  army. 
He  died  September  6,  1892,  of  cancer.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a Presbyterian,  in  political 
sentiment,  a Republican.  Jacob  Walters  married 
j Catherine  Huffman,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  Sarah  Ellen,  Martin 

Luther,  Louisa  Alice,  Lucina  Ann,  Emma  Ange- 
line,  and  a son  who  died  in  infancy. 

On  September  26,  1877,  L.  Waiters  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Long,  who  was  born 
March  7,  1 859.  in  Illinois.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children:  Rollie  Jacob  Dan- 

iel, born  October  1,  1S7S;  Bessie  Ann  Janet, 
born  February  it,  1881;  and  Cora  Be  lie,  born 
July  23,  1 S S 3 . Mrs.  Waiters  is  a member  of 

the  Methodist  Church.  Socially  they  belong  to 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 

Mrs.  Sarepta  (Hopkins)  Long,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Walters,  was  born  in  Sandusky 
county,  Ohio,  from  there  removing  in  earl)'  lile 
to  Illinois,  where  she  married  Mr.  Long.  He 
was  a native  of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  a Methodist  in  re- 
ligious connection.  Mrs.  Long  dieJ  in  1875.  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Her  father 
was  of  Yankee  descent;  her  mother  was  a Penn- 
sylvanian, and  a Methodist  in  religions  faith. 
To  D.  M.  and  Sarepta  (Hopkins'1  1 .otig  were 
born  the  following  named  children  Sarah  B. 
(Mrs  Hunter);  Mrs.  M.  I-  Walters; S.  L.  Lo 
E.  L.  Long;  Mrs.  E.  J.  Callihan,  who  lives  in 
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Toledo,  and  has  one  son,  Daniel;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Stafford,  who  resides  in  Deshler,  Wood  county; 
Id"-  (Mrs.  Brown),  who  lives  at  Waterville.  and 
has  two  children — Gracie  and  Ethel;  and  J.  D. 
Long,  who  is  a resident  of  Findlay.  The  eldest 
son  died  when  two  years  old,  the  youngest 
daughter  when  one  year  old. 

L.  K.  Soule.  The  present  prosperous  con- 
dition of  Wood  county  is  largely  due  to  the  class 
of  men  who  came  here  during  its  earliest  history. 
One  of  these,  now  a worthy  representative  of 
the  agriculturists  of  Bloom  township,  was  born 
near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  i i,  1837,  a son  of  Lo- 
renzo and  Ann  C.  ("Fink)  Soule.  They  were  na- 
tives of  Germany,  where  they  were  married  and 
their  two  eldest  children  were  born.  About  1832 
the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  after  a long 
voyage,  landed  at  New  York.  For  a time  the 
father  followed  the  trade  of  a wheelwright  in  the 
Empire  State,  later  removed 'to  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  the  fall  of  1843  come  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  1,  Bloom  township.  Here  was  erected 
a log  house,  18x20  feet,  with  puncheon  floor 
onH  clapboard  roof*  bnt  it  \vas  a baoyv  borne,  as 
it  was  the  first  the  family  owned  in  the  New 
World,  and  they  moved  into  it  before  it  was 
completed.  It  seemed  that  civilization  had 
scarcely  begun  in  this  region,  the  land  being 
mostly  in  its  natural  state,  covered  with  a heavy 
growth  of  timber  and  very  wet,  and  wild  game 
could  be  had  in  abundance,  while  the  family 
had  to  go  as  far  as  Fremont,  Tiffin  or  Perrys- 
burg,  to  mill.  Here  the  father  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four,  while  the  mother  passed  away 
June  22,  1894,  and  they  were  buried  in  the 

Mennonite  cemetery,  in  Perry  township,  Wood 
county.  .He  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Repub- 
lican; was  an  industrious,  hard-working  man;  well 
versed  in  the  Scriptures,  and  a consistent  member 
of  the  Evangelical  Church.  In  the  family  were 
the  following  children  : Elizabeth,  widow  of  John 
Walker,  of  Bloom  township;  Conrad  C.,  who  died 
in  Jerry  City;  Bernard,  of  Fostoria;  L.  K.,  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Ann,  wife  of  John  Faylor,  of  Henry 
township,  Wood  county;  Martha,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years;  Amelia,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Leonard  Harsh,  and  died  on  the  old 
home  farm;  Harriet,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years;  Mary,  widow  of  Jacob  Mowry, 
of  Risingsun,  Ohio:  and  Sarah,  who  wedded 
Reuben  Munday,  and  died  in  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

Not  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  was  L 
K.  Soule  able  to  attend  school,  but  lie  became  an 
apt  scholar,  particularly  good  in  mathematics,  and 


continued  his  studies  during  the  winter  months 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  the  remainder  of  the 
; year  being  mostly  passed  in  work  upon  the  home 
farm.  He  later  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at 
which  he  and  his  brother,  Conrad,  were  employed 
for  several  years.  In  September,  1862,  in  Port- 
age township,  Wood  county,  Mr.  Soule  married 
Miss  Caroline  Graham,  a daughter  of  William 
j Graham,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  localitv. 

| They  began  housekeeping  with  his  brother  Bern- 
i ard,  but  about  that  time  our  subject  purchased 
j forty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Section  2,  Bloom 
township.  In  less  than  a year,  however,  the  wife 
died,  passing  away  in  July,  1863,  and  her  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Mennonite  cemetery,  Perrv 
township. 

Mr.  Soule  took  an  honorable  part  in  the  Civil 
, war,  enlisting  in  October,  1864,  at  Toledo,  Ohio, 
in  Company  K,  182nd  O.  V.  I.  The  troops 
were  ordered  to  Nashville,  taking  part  in  the 
! second  engagement  at  that  place,  and  remained 
in  that  vicinity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Our 
subject  received  his  discharge  in  July,  1S65,  but 
since  June  he  had  been  ill  in  Cumberland  Hos- 
pital, and  was  unable  to  leave  until  the  following 
September.  During  his  absence  he  had  hired 
some  of  his  land  cleared,  and  on  his  return  began 
j the  improvement  of  his  farm,  while  he  also  worked 
for  others  on  shares. 

Mr.  Soule  was  again  married,  in  Portage 
township,  in  May,  1866,  this  time  to  Miss 
Matilda  Hillard,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Hillard, 
and  to  them  was  born  a son — Clarence  G. , a 
farmer  of  Bloom  township.  At  the  end  of  five 
years  of  married  life  Mrs.  Soule  died,  and  her 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Mennonite  cemetery, 
in  Perry  township.  Our  subject  later  wedded 
Mary  O.  Hopkins,  of  Liberty  township.  Wood 
county,  by  whom  he -had  four  children — Earl  W., 
Cora  E. , Ira  L.  and  Armen  ].  The  last  named 
was  an  infant  when  his  mother  died,  and  he  was 
• taken  to  the  home  of  an  aunt,  with  whom  he 
still  resides.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was, 
in  her  maidenhood.  Miss  Melissa  Phillips,  of 
Center  township,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Phillips. 

From  its  primitive  condition  Mr.  Soule  has 
developed  his  farm  of  forty  acres  until  it  is  now  a 
valuable  tract,  supplied  with  good  buildings  which 
he  himself  erected.  His  first  Presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  from  which  time 
he  was  a stanch  Republican  until  1890,  but  he 
now  supports  the  Prohibition  partv.  as  it  embodies 
his  principles  on  the  liquor  question.  For  the 
: long  period  of  fifteen  years  he  held  the  position 
of  school  director  of  District  No.  1,  for  three 
1 years  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for  one  year 
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assessor,  always  discharging  his  duties  with 
promptness  and  fidelity.  He  and  his  estimable 
vvF  are  active  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  in  which  he  has  been  class- leader  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  he  is 
at  present  secretary  of  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  his  circuit. 

J.  B.  Blair,  a prosperous  agriculturists  of 
Bloom  township,  residing  near  Jerry  City,  is  one 
of  those  farmers,  who,  by  energetic  work  and 
business  like  management,  refute  the  complaint 
that,  “ farming  does  not  pay.”  He  is  systematic, 
prompt,  and  always  willing  to  put  his  shoulder 
to  the  wheel,  and  has  succeeded  in  gaining  a 
competency  in  spite  of  a most  discouraging  be- 
ginning. 

Mr.  Blair  was  born  August  io,  1854,  in  Blair’s 
Valley,  Washington  Co.,  Md.,  which  had  been 
for  several  generations  the  home  of  his  family, 
and  took  its  name  from  them.  Tradition  has  it 
that  three  brothers  of  this  name  came  from  Eng- 
land in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  centuiy. 
One  settled  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  one  was  lost 
sight  of,  and  the.  other  settled  in  Blair's  V alley. 
His  son  Andrew,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
a farmer  there,  and  the  father  of  twelve  children 
- — five,  boys  and  seven  girls.  Andrew  J.  Blair,  our 
subject’s  father,  born  January  8,  1825,  was  the 
third  youngest  of  this  family,  a brother  and  sister 
being  younger  than  he,  and  as  his  father  had  only 
forty  acres  of  land,  he  had  but  limited  advantages 
in  early  life;  he  attended  a subscription  school 
only  a few  weeks,  the  public  schools  not  being 
organized  until  he  was  too  old  to  avail  himself  of 
the  advantages  offered  by  them.  On  October 
30,  1848,  he  was  married  in  Franklin  county, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Mary  Sword,  who  was  born  March 
17,  1827,  in  that  locality,  where  her  ancestors 
were  pioneer  settlers.  Her  father,  Jacob  Sword, 
owned  a farm  of  fifty  acres,  and  carried  on  the 
trade  of  wagon  making.  He  married  Catherine 
Tanner,  and  both  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years.  They  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  were  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  our  subject’s 
father  was  conducting  the  old  homestead  for  his 
mother,  the  father  having  died  some  years  be- 
fore. He  was  a natural  mechanic,  and  could 
work  at  almost  any  trade.  During  the  war  he 
bought  land  in  Maryland,  but  times  became  hard 
and  in  April,  1864,  he  moved  with  his  f.i : n i 1 \ to 
Ohio.  Seneca  county  was  their  destination,  but 
he  found  it  difficult  to  make  a living  there,  and 
came  to  Bloom  township,  where  his  wife’s  uncle, 


} Adam  Baker,  lived.  He  rented  a farm  and  made 
1 a new  start  in  life,  engaging  after  a time  in  stone 
quarrying.  In  the  spring  of  1871  he  bought 
! eighty  acres  of  land,  with  a log  house  and  ten 
acres  of  clearing,  going  in  debt  for  it.  Had  he 
lived  he  would  in  all  probability  have  owned  the 
farm  in  time,  but  on  August  1,  1876,  he  was 
thrown  by  a half-broken  colt,  while  returning 
home  from  Fostoria.  The  accident  occurred  at 
2 p.  M. , and  he  lived  only  five  hours.  His  re- 
j mains  were  brought  home  the  following  dav,  and 
! later  interred  in  Weaver  cemetery.  He  had  been 
all  his  life  an  upright  and  honorable  man,  and 
! while  living  in  Seneca  county  he  and  his  wife  had 
I made  open  profession  of  their  faith,  and  united 
with  the  U.  B.  Church.  The  sad  event  made  it 
necessary  to  dispose  of  the  home,  and  his  widow 
i removed  to  Eagleville,  where  she  has  since  re- 
5 sided.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this  worthy 
couple:  Joseph  L. , a resident  of  Eagleville; 

! Emma  J.,  who  married  Emmanuel  Ziegler,  of 
Bloom  township;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Frank  Russell, 
j*  of  Hancock  county;  J.  B.,  our  subject;  Jackson, 
i a farmer  near  Monmouth,  111. ; Amanda.  Mrs.  Al- 
bert Brandeberry,  of  Bloom  township;  John, 
with  the  B.  &O.  R.  R. , at  Syracuse,  Ind. ; David, 
who  resides  at  Eagleville;  Hannah,  the  wife  of 
W.  A.  Friese,  of  Bloom  township;  and  Flora, 
now  Mrs.  W.  H.  Mohr,  of  Bloom  township. 

J.  B.  Blair  was  but  ten  years  old  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Seneca  county.  He  had  at- 
tended school  fora  short  time  in  his  native  State. 

' and  after  the  removal  to  Wood  county  he  studied 
in  Prof.  Richard’s  select  school  at  Republic.  At 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  began  to  work  for  farmers 
near  by  for  wages  during  the  summer,  and  to  do 
j chores  in  the  winter  for  his  board  while  attending 
school,  and  by  the  time  he  was  twenty-one  he 
had  given  to  his  parents  $500  in  cash.  He  con- 
sinued  this  work  until  1S74,  when  he  went  to 
Maryland  and  worked  for  a cousin  in  a drug  store, 
intending  to  study  medicine;  but  the  cousin  failed, 
leaving  $200  of  his  wages  unpaid,  and  that  plan 
was  frustrated.  He  passed  the  teacher’s  examin- 
ation in  his  native  county  (Washington  countv, 
j Md.),  but  did  not  teach.  On  his  way  home  he 
visited  the  Centennial.  He  returned  to  Wood 
county  shortly  after  his  father’s  death,  and  for 
some  time  worked  at  any  labor  which  would  bring 
l him  an  honest  penny.  On  February  9,  1 879,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Alrnina  Adams,  a native  of 
Bloom  township,  born  November  4,  1857,  a 

daughter  of  David  and  Lucinda  Hcnr\  Adams 
Mr.  Blair  had  saved  $175  from  his  earnings,  and 
his  u ile  owned  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  soutli- 
I east  quarter  of  Section  4,  in  Bloom  township, 
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with  some  incumbrance.  They  went  to  house- 
keeping on  this  farm,  remaining  there  until  1SS3, 
wh  a they  disposed  of  it,  and  after  a year  spent 
on  a rented  farm,  bought  their  present  property 
of  sixty-seven  acres  near  jerry  City.  This  was 
in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition  at  the  time  of 
the  purchase,  but  is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  vicinity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  have  one  child, 
Maude,  born  September  23,  1881,  still  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Blair  is  a Democrat,  as  was  his 
father  before  him,  but  he  reserves  the  privilege  of 
voting 'for  the  best  candidate  in  local  affairs,  and 
he  never  seeks  office  for  himself.  A jovial,  goo  i- 
hearted  man,  he  has  many  friends,  and  the  quali- 
ties of  character  which  have  enabled  him  to  coin 
success  from  untoward  circumstances  command 
the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Lodge  No.  602,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  jerry  City. 

avi d Deshetler  is  a native  of  Michigan. 
He  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  November  9, 
1845,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  Deshetler,  who  was 
born  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit,  Mich.  The  grand- 
father, Joseph  Deshetler,  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Canada  during  the  war  of  1812,  and 
took  up  arms  against  the  British  government. 
He  afterward  settled  near  Detroit,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming.  Fie  had  married  in  Canada,  and 
the  following  named  were  included  among  his 
children:  John,  Mary,  Rorgele,  Xavier,  and 

Peter. 

The  last  named  was  reared  near  Detroit,  and 
afterward  removed  to  Monroe  county,  Mich., 
where  he  wedded  Mary  Rabidne,  a native  of 
Michigan.  About  1S52  they  came  to  Wood 
county,  locating  on  a 160-acre  tract  of'  wild  land 
in  Liberty  township.  In  1869  the  father  sold 
that  property  and  removed  to  East  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  the  mother  died.  The  father  afterward 
married  Mrs.  Viola  (Barber)  Stone,  and  soon  re- 
turned to  Monroe  county,  Mich.,  where  he  bought 
a home  and  lived  for  a time.  He  later  took  up 
his  residence  in  Ulissfield,  Mich.,  where  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  He 
then  made  his  home  with  our  subject  until  called 
to  his  final  rest,  January  7,  1S88.  To  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  born  the  following 
named:  Jane,  who  died  in  childhood;  Mary 

Ann,  wife  of  John  Ducat,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Louis, 
who  died  in  childhood;  David;  Christ,  of  East 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Peter,  a farmer  of  Dundee,  Mich.  ; 
Albert,  who  svas  drowned  in  1872,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight;  and  Joseph,  who  has  nevei  been 
heard  from  since  he  left  home,  in  1S75,  and  went 
to  the  West. 

Mr.  Deshetler,  of  this  sketch,  pursued  his 


1 education  in  the  district  schools  of  Liberty  town- 
: ship,  and  through  his  boyhood  days  aided  his 
father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  On 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  located  on  five 
acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  thirty  acres.  His  first  home  was 
built  of  logs,  into  which  he  moved  before  the 
windows  were  put  in;  but,  as  time  has  passed, 
he  has  made  excellent  improvements  upon  his 
j land,  and,  in  1891,  erected  a very  pleasant  and 
comfortable  dwelling.  He  also  has  five  oil  wells, 
whereby  his  income  is  materially  increased. 

Mr.  Deshetler  was  married  in  Liberty  town- 
I ship,  September  20,  1863,  to  Mary  Roe,  who 
! was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Mich.,  April  9,  1S47. 
Their  eldest  son,  Charles,  born  August  5,  1864, 
and  now  living  in  Liberty  township,  married  An- 
nie Gouger,  and  they  have  two  children — Edith 
Elizabeth  and  Ralph  A.  Lenora  Adelaide,  born 
December  24,  1867,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
1 years.  Daniel  Henry,  born  August  20,  1870, 

I married  Millie  Ducat,  and  had  one  child,  Alma 
| Alvira;  he  was  employed  in  a boiler  house, 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  January,  1894,  at 
which  time  he  was  burned  to  death.  Josephine 
i Alma,  born  November  16,  1S72;  Louis  Abra- 
ham, born  October  13,  1875;  and  Clarence  Sam- 
I uel,  born  March  S,  1882,  are  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Deshetler  is  a 
Democrat,  and  served  as  supervisor  for  two  years, 
while  for  three  years  he  was  school  director.  He 
belongs  to  St.  Aloysius  Catholic  Church  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  and  is  a man  of  sterling  worth  and 
1 strict  integrity,  whose  public  life  and  private  ca- 
reer are  alike  above  reproach. 

Mrs.  Amelia  Wilkixsox  Perrin,  of  Perrys- 
burg,  is  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Wood 
; county,  and  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  that 
little  band  of  settlers  who  made  their  home  in 
; the  early  days  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  In 
j spite  of  her  eighty-six  years,  she  retains  all  her 
j mental  faculties,  and  many  and  interesting  are 
the  reminiscences  of  the  old  times,  which  her 
memory  preserves. 

Jacob  Wilkinson,  her  father,  was  born  March 
30.  1777.  in  Morristown,  N.  J.,  her  mother, 

Sallie  Wightman,  on  April  14,  1784,  in  Con 
necticut.  They  were  married,  in  1803.  in  Warren, 
Herkimer  Co..  N.  Y. , and  five  years  later,  in  the 
winter  of  1808-9,  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
traveling  in  sleighs  over  the  snow.  In  181  i they 
came  to  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  on  the  Mau- 
| nice  river,  and  saw  Hull's  armv  cross  that  riv  e 
I on  its  way  to  Dctriot.  When  news  of  his  sur- 
render to  the  British  reached  the  settlers,  the) 
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for  the  most  part  fled  in  fear  of  the  Indians;  but  I 
as  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  away  from  home  at  the  1 
time,  lds  family  remained  until  his  return.  The  | 
only  means  of  transportation  left  was  an  old  row- 
boat, into  which  the  little  family  was  crowded,  j 
and  Mr.  Wilkinson  started  by  way  of  the  lake  to 
Cleveland.  He  was  well-known  there,  and  when 
the  news  came  that  he  and  his  family  were  on 
Lake  Erie,  in  an  open  row-boat,  at  the  mercy  of 
the  waves,  the  entire  city  was  aroused.  As  the 
time  drew  near  when  they  might  be  expected,  1 
crowds  of  people  gathered  upon  the  bluffs 
watching  with  glasses  for  the  first  sign  of  them, 
and  when  they  were  seen  at  last,  boats  were  sent 
out  to  meet  them,  carrying  wine  and  food.  So 
overcome  was  Mr  Wilkinson  with  fatigue  and 
p anxiety,  that  he  fainted  in  the  first  joy  of  his 
deliverance.  He  remained  in  Cleveland  until 
the  fall  of  1815,  engaged  in  shipbuilding.  Hav- 
ing constructed  a stanch  little  craft  of  his  own, 
the  “Black  Snake,”  he  and  several  of  his 
friends  brought  their  families,  making  their  land- 
ing in  a bayou  near  Fort  Meigs.  Peace  being 
restored,  he  made  a permanent  home  here,  and 
for  many  years  was  engaged  in  business,  building 
bridges  and  wharves,  [n  political  affairs  he  took 
great  interest,  and  was  a Democrat  in  early  life, 
later  a Henry  Clay  Whig.  He  died  March  1, 
1834,  his  wife  surviving  him  but  a few  years, 
dying  November  26,  1839.  They  had  ten  chil- 
dren, a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Free- 
man, a ship  builder,  died  in  San  Jacinto,  Texas; 
Harvey,  educated  in  Fredonia,  was  a merchant 
in  New  Albany,  Ind.,  and  died  in  New  Orleans 
of  yellow  fever;  James  Merrill,  was  for  some 
years  a druggist  at  Grand  Rapids,  but  later 
bought  a farm  in  Fulton  county,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life;  Amelia,  born  November 
15,  1810,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Samuel, 

1 born  November  iG,  1812,  was  a ship  builder,  and 
f.  died  in  Brownsville,  Texas,  during  the  cholera 
epidemic;  Emily  D.,  born  February  9,  1814, 
married  Sylvester  Johnson,  of  Perrysburg;  Wili- 
* iam  W.,  born  April  29,  1816,  was  a sailor, 

and  died  at  Antwerp,  Ohio:  Nancy  L. , born 

May  29,  1819,  and  died  at  the  age  of  six 

months;  Clara  A.,  born  j an  nary  28,  1820, 

was  married  October  1 1,  1850,  to  G.  B.  Warner, 

: an  architect,  a native  of  Brownsville,  N.  V. 

he  died  in  i860  in  La  Salle,  Ills.,  leaving  three 
children:  (1)  George,  a painter  in  Cass  county. 

Mich.,  married  to  Susan  Swinehart,  of  Elkhart, 
hid.,  and  had  five  children — Clara,  Royal  M. , 
Lillian,  George  and  Helen.  2)  Ida  who  mar- 
ried Edward  Fisher,  of  Cass  county,  Mich.,  and 
has  three  children — Herbert,  Merlin  and  Leland; 
fc 

I 

i 


(5)  Fred  E.,  a resident  of  Michigan,  married  to 
Catherine  Avery,  of  Goshen,  Ind. , and  has  four 
children — Grace,  Hazel,  Maude  and  Frederick. 
Mrs.  Warner  was  married,  the  second  time,  in 
1862,  to  Moses  McKissick,  of  Toledo,  who  after- 
ward removed  to  a farm  in  Cass  county,  Mich., 
where  he  died  in  1894.  One  daughter  was  born 
of  this  marriage,  Grace,  now  the  wife  of  C. 
Rinehart,  of  Cass  county,  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  April 
28,  1830,  to  Jonathan  Perrin,  who  was  born  in 
Bedford,  Penn.,  in  1804.  He  was  a house- 

builder and  contractor  in  Perrysburg,  and  a lead- 
ing citizen  of  that  place.  He  died  May  18, 
1876.  Of -their  children  six  grew  to  maturity: 
(1)  Theresa  married  Fred  R.  Miller,  and  had 
three  children — William  P.,  who  died  at  Wichita. 
Mans.,  leaving  one  son,  Willie;  Ernest,  a resident 
of  Denver,  Col.,  who  married  Mary  Dodge,  a 
daughter  of  judge  Dodge,  of  Bowling  Green,  and 
has  two  children — Hobart  and  Mary  Dodge;  and 
Shelley,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  superintendent  of 
insurance  in  that  State.  (2)  Helen  P.  is  the 
widow  of  Hon.  E.  F.  Bull,  of  Ottawa,  Illinois, 
and  has  had  three  children — Lillian,  the  wife  of 
S.  W.  Ruger  (she  has  one  child,  Edward);  Ed- 
ward Bull,  a law  student,  who  was  accidentally 
shot  while  hunting  in  Minnesota;  and  Follett  W. 
Bull,  an  attorney  at  Chicago,  111.,  who  has  one 
child,  Helen  Perkins.  (3)  William  Henry,  born 
September  4,  1835,  was  a merchant  in  the  south, 
and  a captain  in  the  Confederate  army;  he  died 
in  New  Orleans,  leaving  one  daughter,  Edna.  4 
Mary,  born  June  17,  1838,  married  Samuel 

Price,  a journalist  and  lawyer;  both  are  now 
dead,  leaving  one  child,  Ethel.  (5)  Eugenia,  born 
February  22,  1840,  married  Dr.  J.  W.  Long,  of 
Bryan,  Ohio,  and  has  one  son,  James  W.  6 
Wilkinson  D.,  born  May  17,  1842,  enlisted  in  the 
1st  Ohio  Artillery,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor. 

Mrs.  Perrin  has  for  many  years  been  a leader 
in  the  most  exclusive  circles  of  social  life  in  Per- 
t rysburg,  and  although  now  less  fond  of  society 
than  of  yore,  she  takes  a generous  and  intelligent 
interest  in  all  the  movements  of  the  day.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Charles  William  Milhoi  rn  is  a native  of 
Wood  county,  born  in  Jerry  City,  July  11.  1835. 
He  is  a son  of  L.  D.  and  Julia  Ann  Rollins  Mil- 
bourn,  who  had  four  children,  namely:  David 

A.,  a boiler-maker  of  Barrington,  Ohio;  Rachel 
A.,  wife  of  Jack  McCrory,  of  Bowling  Ore  n; 
Charles  W.  ; and  Sylvester,  at  home.  Our  sub- 
ject began  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
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Bloom  township,  but  his  privileges  in  that  direc- 
tion were  meager,  for  his  services  were  needed  on 
the  home  farm.  He  assisted  in  its  cultivation 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  His  mother 
then  died,  and  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  j 
working  at  any  employment  he  could  secure 
which  would  yield  him  an  honest  living.  He  was  I 
employed  in  a sawmill  for  three  years,  and  when  j 
he  had  acquired  a sufficient  capital  he  purchased  J 
ten  acres  of  land.  He  afterward  bought  fort)' 
acres  near  Bowling  Green,  and  on  this  tract  of 
land  now  has  a nice  home. 

Mr.  Milbourn  was  married  in  Bowling  Green, 
January  14,  1 S S 3 , to  Miss  Clara  E.  Baird,  who 
was  born  in  Wood  county.  In  1886  they  located 
on  the  ten-acre  tract  of  land  in  Liberty  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Milbourn  has  proved  to  her  husband 
a faithful  companion  and  helpmeet.  She  was 
born  in  . Eagleville,  October  26,  1863,  and  was 
the  seventh  in  order  of  birth  in  the  family  of 
eight  children,  whose  parents  were  Sherman  and 
Casia  (Lacy)  Baird.  While  Mr.  Milbourn  was 
attending  to  his  business  interests,  his  wife  ad- 
ded largely  to  the  family  income  by  keeping  \ 
boarders,  having  as  high  as  thirty  at  one  time. 
She  continued  this  work  until  1894.  Mr.  Mil-  I 
bourn  cleared  his  land,  and  made  many  excellent 
improvements  upon  it,  including  the  erection  of 
a fine  residence.  He  now  has  three  oil  wells  upon 
the  place,  which  are  very  productive  and  profit- 
able. His  honorable  business  career  and  straight- 
forward dealing  have  won  for  him  a handsome 
competence,  and  gained  him  the  respect  and 
good  will  of  all,  at  the  same  time  demonstrating 
that  success  can  be  achieved  by  determination 
and  unfaltering  industry.  He  belongs  to  the 
Disciples  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a stalwart  Re- 
publican. 

D.  W.  Reddin,  M.  D. , who  for  the  past  ten 
years  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  North  Baltimore,  is,  though 
yet  a young  man,  one  of  the  best  and  most  fa- 
vorably known  physicians  of  Wood  county,  and 
he  has  probably  no  equal  of  his  age  in  northern 
Ohio. 

A native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  January  24, 
i860,  near  Findlay,  Hancock  county.  His  fa- 
ther, Thomas  Reddin,  was  born,  in  1808,  in  Dart- 
mouth, England,  was  a man  of  fine  intellectual 
qualities,  and  also  possessed  artistic  ability;  he 
was  employed  to  do  the  decorative  painting  on 
Girard  College.  However,  he  was  a captain  by 
occupation,  and  followed  the  high  s as  many 
years,  visiting  all  the  principal  ports  of  the  globe. 
His  life  was  an  adventurous  one.  Under  Gen. 


Sam.  Houston  he  served  with  Texas  in  her  struggle 
for  independence,  being  in  Col.  Fanning's  com- 
mand, which  surrendered  to  Santa  Anna  after  the 
memorable  battle  of  Goliad.  The  men  were  all 
marched  out  in  line  to  be  shot  by  the  Mexicans, 
but  Mr.  Reddin  and  several  others  broke  from 
the  line  and  ran,  and  amid  a shower  of  bullets 
made  good  their  escape.  The  others  were  shot 
down  by  Santa  Anna’s  orders.  Mr.  Reddin  also 
also  served  throughout  the  Mexican  war.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  in  the  navy, 
taking  up  arms  in  the  Union  cause.  In  1846  he 
was  married,  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  to  Catherine 
Braucht,  who  was  born  April  16,  1828,  in  Hali 
fax,  Dauphin  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  still  living,  re- 
siding about  six  miles  west  of  Findlay,  Ohio. 
They  subsequently  went  to  New  Orleans,  where 
he  enlisted  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  she  then  re- 
turned north,  living  at  Gilboa,  Ohio,  during  his 
absence.  Immediately  after  his  return  he  lo- 
cated on  a .farm  in  Hancock  county,  this  State, 
where  he  died  September  10,  1877.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reddin  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
namely:  Thomas,  who  lives  near  McComb, 

Hancock  county  ; Catherine  (Mrs.  W.  A.  Dorsey), 
deceased;  Mary,  who  married  Charles  Guear,  of 
Hancock  county  ; Sophia,  who  married  Rev 
Tilman  Jenkins,  of  Mosca,  Colo.;  D.  \Y. , our 
subject;  Dr.  Francis  O. , living  at  Hamler,  Henry 
Co.,  Ohio;  and  John,  who  is  a traveling  sales- 
man for  a Chicago  house.  Mrs.  Reddin's  father. 
David  Braucht,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  married  a Miss  McCalister,  of  Scotch  ances- 
try, who  was  a native  of-  the  same  State.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  father  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Our  subject  remained  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Hancock  county,  attending  the  district  school, 
until  he  was  thirteen  years  old.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  self-supporting,  and  the  record  of  his 
life  is  one  of  steady  perseverance  and  indomitable 
energy.  For  two  years  he  attended  the  high 
school  at  Findlay,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  lie 
went  to  Iowa,  where  he  worked  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  and  for  two  years  attended  Simp- 
son College.  For  a time  he  was  a student  at  the 
Valparaiso  find.)  Normal  School,  thence  going 
to  the  National  Normal  University  at  Lebanon. 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  one  term.  He  now 
commenced  reading  medicine,  pursuing  his  stud 
ies  for  a year  and  a half  in  the  office  of  Dr.  I 
C.  Ballard,  of  Findlay,  and  then  entering  tin 
Medical  Department  of  . the  Universitv  >f  Midi 
igan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  was  gradual 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  in  1881.  1" 

j order  to  further  prepare  himself  for  practice  he 
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spent  the  following  year  in  the  hospitals  of  New  ' 
York  and  Philadelphia.  By  continued  applica- 
tion to  study  his  health  had  been  somewhat  im- 
paired, and  he  now  devoted  a year  to  travel  in 
the  Western  States,  visiting  many  cities  and 
points  of  interest,  and  returning  to  Findlay  fully  i 
recuperated.  After  engaging  in  practice  here  for 
two  years,  the  Doctor,  in  1S86,  came  to  North 
Baltimore,  in  which  city  he  has  ever  since  made 
his  home.  He  has  built  up  a most  extensive  j 
practice  as  a skillful  physician  and  surgeon,  and 
as  a self-made  and  self-educated  man  he  well  de- 
serves the  success  which  has  come  to  him,  for, in 
his  calling,  success  is  attained  only  by  years  of 
arduous  study  and  thorough  preparation.  The 
early  obstacles  in  his  path  were  overcome  by  j 
steady  application  to  his  chosen  line  of  work,  and 
he  has  won  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him  by 
his  unfaltering  devotion  to  duty,  and  many  ad- 
mirable personal  characteristics.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  two  fraternal  organizations,  the 
Masonic  Order  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

The  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage,  Decern-  i 
ber  28,  1886,  with  Miss  Ella  Lochhead,  of  Keo- 
kuk, Iowa,  who  died  January  7,  1888,  her  death 
Knffio-  occasioned  b v th<*  shock  received  at  the  ! 
time  of  the  fire  in  North  Baltimore.  She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Findlay  cemetery,  widely 
mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint-  \ 
ances.  In  this  fire  the  Doctor’s  household  goods, 
his  valuable  library  and  surgical  instruments  were  : 
completely  destroyed.  On  June  14,  1893,  he 
married  Miss  Eugenia  Bachman,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
who.  was  born  March  21,  1870.  Her  parents,  ! 
George  W.  and  Eugenia  (Beilharz)  Bachman, 
were  both  born  in  Ohio,  the  father  October  18,  ! 
1842,  in  Summit  county,  the  mother  May  18, 
1845,  *n  Tiffin-  They  were  married  in  1866,  and 
spent  their  wedded  life  in  Tiffin,  where-  Mr. 
Bachman  died  in  1879.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  the  city  in  his  day.  In  1866 
he  graduated  from  Heidelberg  College,  Tiffin, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1867,  and  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  until  his  death.  He  was 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Seneca  county  for  two  i 
terms,  held  the  office  of  mayor  of  Tiffin  for  the 
same  length  of  time,  and  was  president  of  the 
city  board  of  education  a number  of  years.  Mrs. 
Bachman  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daugh-. 
ter,  Mrs.  Reddin.  Her  other  daughter,  Mary  L. . 
is  also  a resident  of  North  Baltimore.  Her  only 
son,  George  W.,  is  a traveling  salesman.  Mrs. 
Reddin  inherited  the  literary  tastes  of  her  pa:  nm. 
In  1 888  she  completed  1 course  of  stink  in  the 
Tiffin  High  School,  afterward  attending  Heidel- 
berg College  for  a time.  She  then  accepted  the 
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position  of  principal  of  the  High  School  at  Oak 
Harbor,  Ottawa  county,  which  she  ably  filled  for 
one  year  and  a half,  next  entering  the  Fostoria 
High  School  as  assistant  principal,  a much  better 
position  than  the  former,  from  a financial  stand- 
point. She  held  this  incumbency  three  years,  or 
until  her  marriage  to  the  Doctor.  One  son,  born 
September  19,  1896,  has  blessed  this  union. 

They  reside  in  a very  fine  home  on  Broadway, 
North  Baltimore.  Mrs.  Reddin  s maternal  grand- 
father, Dr.  C.  C.  Beilharz,  was  an  early  physi- 
cian and  dentist  of  Tiffin.  Plis  father,  John  J. 
Beilharz,  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  German  Lu- 
theran Church  of  that  city. 

John  Farley  (deceased)  was  a leading  and 
influential  citizen  of  Wood  county,  and  a man  of 
sterling  worth,  one  who  depended  upon  his  own 
resources  to  secure  him  a competence.  By  his 
well-directed  efforts  and  honorable  dealing  he 
not  only  gained  a good  property,  but  also  won 
the  high  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  was 
brought  in  contact. 

Mr.  Farle}^  was  born  in  County  Monaghan, 
Ireland,  April  10,  1S14,  and  completed  his  edu- 
cation by  a college  course.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  bade  adieu  to  his  parents,  friends  and 
the  scenes  of  his  boyhood,  and  sailed,  in  1835,  foi 
America.  He  first  located  in  Cleveland,  where 
he  secured  a situation  as  bookkeeper  with  the 
firm  of  Smith  & Clarey,  general  merchants. 
Later  he  engaged  in  sailing  on  the  lakes  for  four- 
years,  in  the  capacity  of  purser,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Ireland  to  visit  his  aged  parents. 
Again  coming  to  America,  he  spent  another  year 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  the  employ  of  others,  and 
then  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in  that 
city-,  which  he  carried  on  for  ten  years  with  good 
success.  He  also  made  judicious  and  profitable 
investments  in  real  estate,  erecting  several  houses 
and  store  buildings.  He  also  served  as  chief  of 
police  in  1S57.  In  1861,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  he 
became  connected  with  the  tobacco  trade,  and  in 
1864  came  to  Wood  county,  locating  in  Middle- 
ton  township,  where  he  purchased  210  acres  of 
land.  He  began  the  development  of  that  prop- 
erty with  characteristic  energy,  drained  it  with 
ditches  and  tiling,  and  erected  thereon  good 
buildings,  which  added  to  the  value  and  attractive 
appearance  of  the  place. 

In  September,  1841.  in  Cleveland,  Mr.  Far- 
le\  married  Annie  M.  Schwartz,  who  was  born  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  in  [822,  and  earn  - to  tlu> 
country  in  1 S 3 5 . Twelve  children  gravel  ti 
marriage-  six  sons  and  six  daughters — of  whom 
seven  are  living,  namely:  Mary,  wife  of  George 
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Schiple,  a fanner  of  Middleton  township;  Fred- 
erick, in  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Com-  j 
pan)'  at  Lima,  Ohio;  Catherine;  Andrew  P. , a 
farmer  of  Middleton  township;  Bernard,  also  a 
farmer;  Annie  R. ; and  Rosie  B.  Those  who  i 
have  passed  away  are  John,  Joseph,  Frances  and 
Maggie,  who  died  in  childhood;  and  Sarah,  who 
died  April  22,  1S86.  The  parents  and  children 
all  became  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

- In  politics  Mr.  Farley  was  a Democrat.  He 
served  as  school  director  of  Middleton  township, 
and  while  in  Cleveland  was  for  nine  years  a 
member  of  the  fire  department.  He  was  a man 
of  culture  and  of  broad  general  information,  was 
special  correspondent  for  several  papers  in  Ire- 
land, and  while  a resident  of  Cleveland  was  a 
mathematician  and  a writer  of  prose  and  poetry. 
An  enterprising,  progressive  man,  he  was  popular 
with  all,  and  his  friends  were  many.  His  death 
occurred  December  26,  1883;  his  wife  had  passed 
away  December  28,  1877. 

Elijah  Whitmore,  a worthy  representative 
of  the  farming  and  fruit-growing  interests  of  Ross 
township,  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Maumee, 
in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  June  20,  1839,  and  is  a 
son  of  Luther  and  Martha  Melissa  (Trask)  Whit- 
more, in  whose  family  were  six  children,  the 
others  being  Warren,  a resident  of  Lucas  county; 
Lydia,  deceased;  Fidelia,  wife  of  Robert  Cham- 
berlain, residing  on  the  old  homestead;  Mary, 
wife  of  H.  L.  Wood,  an  agriculturist,  of  North 
Star,  Mich.,  who  served  two  terms  in  the  State 
Legislature;  and  Chester  Parnell,  a mechanic, 
residing  at  home. 

Luther  Whitmore,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  May  16,  1810,  in  the  town  of  Millbury, 
Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  and  in  May,  1825,  came 
to  Wood  county,  passing,  through  what  is  now 
Bowling  Green,  the  county  seat,  and  coming  on 
to  the  Maumee  river,  at  what  is  now  Waterville. 
After  that  he  settled  in  Perrysburg,  and  went  to 
work  for  John  Hollister,  with  whom  he  con-  j 
tinned,  most  of  the  time,  until  about  1834,  when 
he  bought  a piece  of  land  containing  123  acres,  i 
at  that  time  all  in  Wood  county,  but,  since,  the 
old  Fulton  line  has  cut  off  twenty-three  acres 
which  are  now  in  Lucas  county.  Mr.  Whitmore 
built  his  house  near  the  river,  also  a dock  on  the 
river,  and  cut  the  timber  off  the  land  into  cord- 
wood,  which  lie  sold  to  steamboats  then  running 
to  Detroit  from  Perrysburg.  Luther  Whitmore 
has  lived  on  the  same  farm  since  183G,  a period 
of  sixty  years,  is  now  eighty-six  years  old,  but 
well  and  hearty,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  and  the  pioneers  of  Wood  county. 


The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools,  and  he  continued 
under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  when,  on  October  12,1861,  at  Toledo,  Ohio, 
he  became  a member  of  the  67th  O.  V.  I.,  Tenth 
Army  Corps,  under  Capt.  H.  G.  Ford,  and  Col. 
A.  C.  Yoris.  He  was  first  on  duty  in  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley,  was  at  the  siege  of  Charleston, 
and  in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Strasburg, 
Front  Royal,  Harrison's  Landing,  Malvern  Hill. 
Franklin,  Black  Water,  and  Fort  Wagner. 
From  corporal  he  was  promoted  to  second  lieu- 
tenant October  2,  1862,  and  was  wounded  at  Ft. 
Wagner,  S.  C. , July  18,  1S63,  and  resigned  Jan- 
uary 28 , 1864,  as,  on  account  of  physical  disa- 
bility from  wounds  received  at  Ft.  Wagner,  he 
was  unable  to  inarch.  Returning  home,  Mr. 
Whitmore  worked  on  the  farm  until  his  marriage 
September  28,  1865,  with  Miss  Mary  B.  Cham- 
berlin, who  was  third  in  the  order  of  birth  in  the 
family  of  seven  children  of  James  B.  and  Eliza- 
beth S.  (Barber)  Chamberlin.  The  others  were 
Samuel,  who  died  at  the  agfe  of  three  years;  Rob- 
ert, who  married  Delia  Whitmore,  sister  of  cur 
subject,  and  resides,  in  Lucas  county;  Elizabeth 
Dale,  wife  of  Warren  Whitmore,  of  Lucas  county 
Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  James 
Dale,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died 
in  Toledo,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years: 
and  Frank  Wilson,  who  married  Jennie  Reid,  of 
Crestline,  Ohio,  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Mrs.  Whitmore,  as  well  as  her  parents, 
is  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  Three  children  bless 
the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely: 
(1)  Herbert  L. , born  July  2,  i860,  is  a conductor 
on  the  C.  PI.  & D.  railroad,  and  married  Anna 
May  Chapius,  by  whom  he  has  two  children— 
Marguerite,  born  November  12,  1893,  and  James 
Luther,  born  October  6,  1S95.  (2)  James  C.. 

born  February  3,  1869,  is  a farmer  residing  at 
home.  (3)  Alice  Elizabeth,  known  as  “ Bessie, 
was  born  April  15,  1883. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Whitmore  came  to 
Ross  township,  where  he  received  sixty  acres  of 
land  from  his  father,  only  five  of  which  had  been 
cleared;  but  he  now  has  the  entire  amount  un>  ■ r 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well-improved 
with  good  buildings,  and  it  is  also  well-drained 
and  fenced.  For  several  years  he  has  made  a 
specialty  of  raising  small  fruits,  which  he  finds: 
be  a profitable  source  of  income.  Mrs.  Whit- 
more is  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  the  Fifth  ward  in  Toledo,  and  formeh  ■ 
took  an  active  part  in  both  the  Church  and  F m 
day-school  work;  but  owing  to  ill  health,  and  t 
distance  which  she  lives  from  church,  she  li  ^ 
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been  unable  to  continue  in  the  work.  Socially, 
Mr.  Whitmore  is  connected  with  Ford  Post,  No. 
14,  G.  A.  R. , and  the  Gen.  John  W.  Fuller 
Command,  Union  Veterans  Union.  For  thirty 
years  he  has  been  a school  director  in  either 
Perrysburg  or  Ross  township,  was  trustee  three 
terms,  assessor  two  terms,  and  justice  of  the 
peace  for  nearly  two  years;  but  owing  to  his 
pressing  business  affairs,  he  gave  up  that  office. 
He  has  never  voted  any  other  ticket  but  the  Re- 
publican, and  is  one  of  the  most  earnest  and  faith- 
ful advocates  of  the  principles  ot  that  party. 
Widely  and  favorably  known,  no  man  in  Wood 
county  has  more  friends,  or  is  held  in  higher  es- 
teem, than  Elijah  Whitmore.  [Since  the  above 
was  written  Mr.  Whitmore  has  purchased  a lot 
on  the  old  homestead,  on  the  bank  of  the  Mau- 
mee river,  in  Lucas  county,  and  built  himself  a 
beautiful  cottage  home,  where  he  expects  to  live 
the  rest  of  his  days,  with  his  wife  and  daughter. 
His  two  sons  are  carrying  on  the  farm  work  at 
the  farm  in  Ross  township. 

John  Loe,  residing  in  Jerry  City,  is  one  of 
the  county's  self-rnade  citizens,  and,  during  his 
active  life,  gave  his  attention  principally  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Our  subject  was  born  June 
23,  1822,  in  New  Jersey,  third  in  the  family  of 
Robert  and  Catherine  (Seldenrick)  Loe.  John 
Loe  attended  school  up  to  the  age  of  eleven  years, 
after  which  he  commenced  to  work,  driving  for 
his  father,  who  was  foreman  at  a coal  dock,  and 
had  two  horses  and  carts.  When  about  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
the  family  settling  in  Belmont  county,  and  here 
he  worked  in  a brick  yard,  which  his  father  and 
brother  William  owned — William  having  thor- 
oughly learned  the  business  in  Philadelphia.  John 
lived  with  his  parents  until  their  removal  to 
Wood  county,  Ohio,  and  during  his  residence 
there  he  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  work,  mak- 
ing several  trips  to  Louisville  on  coal  boats. 

On  July  3,  1848,  he  was  married,  at  West 
Wheeling,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Hurless,  who 
was  born  in  North  township,  Harrison  Co.,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susan  (Snyder)  Hurless. 
Mr.  Loe  rented  a house,  and,  with  what  money 
he  had,  they  were  able  to  commence  in  a com- 
fortable home.  He  worked  for  his  brother  Will- 
iam, who  was  a contractor,  first  as  laborer,  and,, 
after  two  or  three  years,  having  picked  up  a 
knowledge  of  the  brick-laying  trade,  he  followed 
it,  receiving  one  dollar  and  three  shillings  per 
day,  and  continuing  thus  for  some  years.  He 
became  the  owner  of  a house  and  two  lots  in 
West  Wheeling,  but  during  a flood  he  was  un- 


| fortunate  enough  to  have  his  house  and  almost 
| all  the  contents  swept  away,  while  he  was  absent 
j trying  to  save  the  house  of  a neighbor,  a widow. 

\ Renting  the  upper  story  of  a brick  house,  he 
brought  his  family  and  remaining  household 
j goods  in  a skiff,  and  moved  in  through  a second- 
story  window.  In  the  spring  of  1858  Mr.  Loe 
brought  his  family  to  Wood  county,  the  journey 
being  made  by  rail  as  far  as  Findlay,  and  from 
I there  by  teams  to  Bloom  township,  where.  Mr. 

Loe  had  four  years  previously  bargained  with  his 
: father  for  seventy-seven  acres  of  land  lying  in 
j Section  5.  Here  they  settled,  living  in  a primi- 
j tive  log  cabin,  20x24  feet  in  dimensions,  with 
| puncheon -floor  and  wooden  hinges  on  the  door — 

| a veritable  pioneer  home.  Mr.  Loe  lost  no  time 
in  commencing  to  clear  the  tract,  and  it  was 
i gradually  transformed  into  a fertile  farm,  on 
: which  he  made  his.  home  until  1S91,  when  he  re- 
moved to  jerry  City.  In  addition  to  farming  he 
was  engaged,  to  some  extent,  in  bricklaying;  and, 
by  untiring  labor,  he  succeeded  in  acquiring  a 
comfortable  competence  for  his  declining  days. 
On  April  1,  1891,  he  removed  into  Jerry  City, 
and  his  comfortable  home  there  is  the  finest  in 
the  place.  He  is  a highly-respecteu  citizen,  and 
well  deserves  the  rest  which  he  is  now  enjoying. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loe  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Samuel  R. , now  of  Lenawee,  Mich.; 

William  H.,  who  died  young;  John  A.,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Henry  township;  James  C.,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Sarah  M.,  Mrs.  Thomas  Lewis,  of 
Lenawee  county,  Mich.  ; Emma  J.,  who  was  first 
married  to  Daniel  Crow,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Michael  Hunisecker,  of  Bloom  township;  David 
S.,  of  Sandusky  county,  Ohio;  Albert,  who  died 
in  Bloom  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years;  and 
j Clara  C. , who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
| years.  The  mother  of  these  passed  from  earth 
y March  3,  1866,  and  was  buried  in  Sugar  Grove 
cemetery,  her  remains  being  removed  later  to 
; Jerry  City  cemetery,  where  they  now  rest.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Loe  wedded  a sister  of  his 
first  wife,  Lucinda  Hurless,  who  was  born  in 
Harrison  county,  Ohio.  There  are  no  children 
by  this  marriage.  The  Does  are  Protestants  in 
religious  faith.  Politically  Mr.  Loe  is  a Repub- 
lican. 

Henry  Freyman  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Wood  county,  and  has  witnessed  much  of  its 
growth  and  upbuilding,  ever  bearing  his  part  in 
the  work  of  progress.  He  was  born  in  Henry 
township,  July  8,  1S42,  and  is  a son  of  ITtcr 
Freyman,  a native  of  Germany,  who  was  born  in 
I 1806.  In  1840  he  came  with  his  wife  and  three 
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children  to  America,  landing  at  New  York  after 
a voyage  of  forty-eight  days.  He  went  directly 
to  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  and  after  a year  came 
to  Wood  county,  entering  120  acres  of  wild  land 
from  the  government,  in  Henry  township.  .He 
built  a log  cabin  on  the  place,  and  at  once  began 
to  improve  the  property,  meeting  with  many  hard- 
ships and  difficulties  in  the  early  days,  but  event- 
ually becoming  the  possessor  of  a comfortable 
home.  He  died  in  Williams  county  at  the  home 
of  his  son,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1873,  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  John,  in  Wood  county. 
Their  children  were  John,  a farmer  of  Defiance 
county,  Ohio;  William,  an  agriculturist  of  Will- 
iams county,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years;  Henry,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Caroline,  deceased  wife  of  John  Fred- 
erick, of  North  Baltimore,  Ohio;  and  Catherine, 
deceased  wife  of  Dillon  Ames,  of  Seneca  county, 
Ohio. 

The  school  privileges  which  our  subject  re- 
ceived were  extremely  meager,  but  his  training 
at  farm  work  was  ample,  as  he  aided  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  old  homestead.  On  December 
26,  1867,  in  Henry  township,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  E.  Smith,  who  was 
born  January  1,  1843,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Henry  J.  and  Catherine  (Ernsberger) 
Smith.  They  lived  upon  a rented  farm  for  two 
years,  and  then  Mr.  Freyman  purchased  his  pres- 
ent place,  which  was  at  that  time  a wild  tract  of 
eighty  acres.  Their  first  home  was  a log  cabin, 
which,  in  1887,  was  replaced  by  a substantial  and 
pleasant  frame  residence,  erected  at  a cost  of 
$1,500.  Mr.  Freyman  has  tiled  and  fenced  his 
farm,  and  now  has  a valuable  and  productive 
tract.  The  home  has  been  blessed  by  two  chil- 
dren, but  Ira  died  in  infancy.  The  daughter, 
Mary,  is  now  the  wife  of  Millard  F.  Leathers. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Freyman  is  a stalwart  Demo- 
crat, and  for  two  terms  has  served  as  township 
trustee,  while  for  a number  of  years  he  has  been 
school  director,  proving  a capable  and  trust- 
worthy official.  Upon  his  farm  he  has  developed 
twelve  oil  wells.  He  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortune,  and  has  built  wisely  and  well. 
His  honorable,  upright  life,  and  his  pleasant, 
genial  manner  has  gained  him  a large  circle  of 
friends,  and  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  brought  in  contact. 

W.  H.  Burditt,  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Bay  township,  Ottawa  county,  September  12, 
1844,  is  a son  of  Greenbury  Burditt.  who  was 
born  near  St.  Clairsville,  Belmont  Co..  Ohio, 
May  1,  [818,  and  in  1855  came  to  Wood  county, 


locating  in  Washington  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased and  improved  eighty  acres  of  land.  He 
was  married  near  Fremont,  Sandusky  county,  to 
Maggie  Bowlus,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  children:  W.  H.  ; and  Lewis  Hanson  and 
George,  who  both  died  in  the  Civil  war.  The 
mother  died  in  Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  and  the 
father  afterward  married  Martha  A.  Gray,  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  had  eight  children,  namely; 
Maletha  Ann,  wife  of  Lawrence  Long;  Lucy  Ann, 
wife  of  Zahrn  Stevens;  Andrew;  Martha  Jane, 
wife  of  William  Digby;  Maggie,  wife  of  Newton 
Petteys;  Levi,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  Jane, 
wufe  of  L.  S.  Woodruff,  a minister  of  the  U.  B. 
Church, 'and  Greenbury,  jr.  The  mother  died  in 
the  spring  of  1894,  and  the  father  now  makes  his 
home  with  his  son  Andrew. 

W.  H.  Burditt  remained  with  his  father,  and 
assisted  in  the  care  of  the  home  farm  until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  when  he  purchased 
seventy  acres  of  land,  and  began  farming  on  his 
own  account.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  en- 
listed at  Tontogany  under  Capt.  Black;  but,  as 
his  father  was  ill  he  remained  at  home,  and  in  his 
place  employed  a substitute  who  later  died.in  a 
Southern  prison.  He  has  always  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  farming,  and  now  owns  and  operates 
120  acres  of  land,  which  has  been  acquired 
through  his  o wn  efforts,  and  throughout  the  com- 
munity he  is  recognized  as  a progressive,  wide- 
awake and  industrious  farmer. 

Mr.  Burditt  was  married  in  1872  to  Eldretta 
Ga-tes,  of  Weston  township,  who  was  born  in 
Danbury  Conn.,  on  Christmas  Day,  1849.  They 
lost  their  first  child,  Charlie,  but  three  children, 
Claude  B.,  Maudie  May  and  Emma  E.,  are  yet  at 
home.  Our  subject  has  served  as  school  director 
several  terms,  and  is  a warm  friend  of  the  cause 
of  education.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart  Repub- 
lican, unswerving  in  his  support  of  the  principles 
of  that  party. 

Joseph  Brillhart,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
best  known  farmers  of  Washington  township,  this 
county,  and  was  truly  a self-made  man,  having 
acquired  all  that  he  possessed  through  his  own  in- 
dustrious and  persevering  efforts,  combined  with 
sound  judgment  and  good  business  ability.  He 
was  born  in  York  county,  Penn.,  on  October  22. 
1822,  and  was  a son  of  John  Brillhart,  who  was 
also  a native  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  grew  t 
manhood  on  his  father’s  farm.  On  attaining  his 
majority  John  Brillhart  married  Catherine  Lowe, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Jacob;  Mary,  deceased,  who  was 

known  by  the  name  of  “ Polly;  " John,  who  was 
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minister  of  the  Dunkard  Church,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Catherine,  who  has  also  passed  away; 
Daniel,  a resident  of  Ohio;  Peter,  a farmer  of 
Henry  county,  Ohio;  Joseph,  of  this  sketch;  and 
foanas.  After  the  father's  death  in  Crawford 
county,  the  mother  removed  to  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  where  she  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years. 

Joseph  Brillhart  obtained  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Stark  county,  re- 
maining at  home  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-six,  when  he  went  to  Crawford  count}-, 
Ohio,  where  for  ten  years  he  owned  and  operated 
a farm  of  eighty  acres.  On  selling  that  property 
he  came  to  Wood  county,  where  he  purchased 
104  acres,  which  were  still  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, erecting  thereon  a log  cabin.  Pie  immedi- 
ately began  the  work  of  developing  his  land,  mak- 
ing extensive  improvements,  and  left  one  of  the 
best  equipped  farms  in  the  county. 

In  Stark  county,  Ohio,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Brillhart  and  Catherine  Epley, 
and  of  their  union  the  following  children  have 
been  born — Benjamin,  who  is  in  delicate  health, 
is  a farmer  by  occupation;  Rebecca,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty  years,  was  the  wife  of  White 
McMann,  of  Otsego,  Ohio;  Amanda  is  the  wife  of 
George  Mawer,  of  Grand  Rapids  township,  Wood 
county;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  George  Stone;  Cal- 
vin wedded  a Miss  Jeffers,  and  operates  the  home- 
stead farm;  and  Frank  is  also  a firmer. 

For  a number  of  terms  Mr.  Brillhart  served  as 
school  director,  and  while  a resident  of  Craw  ford 
county  filled  the  office  of  supervisor.  Pie  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
took  a deep  interest  in  its  success,  and  through- 
out the  county  was  well  and  favorably  known. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  old  homestead,  July 
30,  1896. 

Simeon  F.  Crom  is  a successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Center  township.  His  well-spent 
life  silences  the  voice  of  criticism,  and  justly  en- 
titles him  to  the  respect  which  is  accorded  him 
by  his  fellow'  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Center 
township,  Wood  county,  November  22,  1849. 
His  father,  Daniel  Crom,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Oxford  county,  Penn.,  spending  his  boyhood  days 
on  the  parental  homestead.  He  married  Miss 
Barbara  Oberdorf,  also  a native  of  Oxford  county, 
and  in  1820  started  for  Wood  county,  Oiiio, 
making  the  entire  journey  with  an  ox-team.  He 
located  in  what  is  known  as  Beaver  ('reek,  and 
took  up  a tract  of  land  which  he  cleared  ami  then 
sold,  later  removing  to  Center  township,  where 
he  entered  from  the  government  160  acres  of  land. 


i One-half  of  this  he  cleared,  and  the  remaining- 

1 > 

| eighty  he  sold.  Upon  the  part  - which  he  retained 
he  erected  a dwelling  and  barn,  planted  a five- 
I acre  orchard,  and  made  other  excellent  improve- 
ments. For  several  years  he  served  his  township 
| as  trustee,  as  supervisor,  and  as  school  director. 

| He  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1864,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  Center  township  in  1 S90. 

, They  had  the  following  children  who  reached 
mature  years:  John,  who  died  while  serving  in 
the  Civil  war;  Annie,  wife  of  Aaron  Phillips,  of 
j Bowling  Green;  Joseph,  of  Oklahoma;  Mary,  wife 
of  Henry  A.  Olds;  Aaron,  a farmer  in  Portage 
township;  Simeon  F.  ; and  Martha,  wife  of  Levi 
Loomis,  a farmer  of  Kansas.  . 

Our  subject  acquired  a district-school  educa- 
! tion,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm  until  his  fa- 
; ther’s  death,  after  which  he  supported  his  widowed 
i mother.  He  began  life  on  his  own  account  on  a 
I farm  of  fiftv-two  acres,  but  has  now  116,  which 
he  purchased  and  improved,  erecting  thereon  a 
fine  dwelling,  good  barns  and  outbuildings,  at  a 
I cost  of  more  than  $2,500.  He  also  planted  an 
■ orchard,  has  ditched  and  tiled  the  place,  and  now 
has  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  the  town- 
I ship,  while  the  community  recognize  in  him  one 
of  its  progressive  agriculturists. 

Mr.  Crom  was  married  April  16,  1870,  to 
Amaryllis  Humisson,  daughter  of  Mrs.  GideonUn- 
derwood,  of  Center  township.  They  have  two 
children — Carleton,  who  was  born  March  26, 
1S73,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  the 
high  school  of  Fostoria,  and  now  aids  in  the  op- 
I eration  of  the  home  farm.  Alanson,  born  June 
| 22,  1878,  is  also  at  home.  Mr.  Crom  has  always 
i taken  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  native 
county,  and  faithfully  performs  his  duties  of  cit- 
| izenship.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  socially  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge  of  Bowling  Green. 

John  Hood,  an  honored  pioneer  of  Wood 
! county,  now  residing  in  Perrysburg,  was  born  in 
Portland  Place,  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  May, 
1825.  He  was  the  youngest  of  the  sons  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Douglas)  Hood,  and  is  the  only 
! survivor  of  the  family,  the  elder  sons— James, 
George,  Henry,  William  and  Thomas,  and  a 
daughter,  Jane — having,  with  their  parents, 
passed  to  the  unseen  life  many  years  ago. 

In  1832  the  father  of  our  subject,  a day  la- 
borer by  occupation,  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
America,  an  1 coming  directly  to  Wo.  1 unity, 
Ohio,  settled  upon  wild  land  at  Hull  Prairie.  At 
that  time  there  were  but  two  other  settlers  in 
, Middleton  township,  and  they  had  to  endure  in 
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full  measure  the  isolation  and  hardships  of  frontier 
life.  This  they  did  with  true  pioneer  spirit,  and 
before  Mr.  Hood’s  parents  died,  they  had  been 
rewarded  for  their  work  by  seeing  their  lands 
converted  into  valuable  property.  Educational 
facilities  in  that  locality  were  poor,  and  his  help 
being  needed  upon  the  farm,  Mr.  Hood  never  at- 
tended school;  but  his  characteristic  Scotch 
shrewdness  has  enabled  him  to  acquire  much  in- 
formation by  observation.  At  the  age  of  fifty- 
five,  after  a life  of  constant  toil,  he  placed  the 
management  of  his  143  acres  at  Hull  Prairie  in 
other  hands,  and  retired  to  Perrysburg  to  enjoy  j 
his  well-earned  leisure.  In  1891  he  formed  a j 
matrimonial  alliance,  with  Miss  Ella  Tracy,,  by 
whose  companionship  his  later  years  have  been 
brightened.  Mr.  Hood  is  independent  in  politics, 
and  in  religious  connection  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

Frederick  Hellvoigt,  prominent  among  the 
agriculturists  of  Plain  township,  is  one  of  its 
most  progressive  and  energetic  of  men,  and 
from  a humble  beginning  in  life  has  accumulated 
a handsome  property.  Fie  not  only  commenced 
without  means,  but  was  obliged  to  battle  with 
the  elements  of  a foreign  soil  and  the  customs  of 
a strange  country,  as  he  is  of  German  birth  and 
parentage.  He  was  born  in  Flanover,  Germany,  } 
March  1,  1837,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  and  j 
Augusta  (Buck)  Hellvoigt.  While  a soldier  in 
the  German  army,  the  father  fought  in  the  battle 
of  Waterloo,  and  he  died  in  his  native  land  in 
1847.  His  widow  came  to  America  and  died  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  in  1885.  Frederick  is  the  eldest  j 
of  their  three  children,  the  others  being  Leontena,  | 
widow  of  Dedrich  Smith,  of  Toledo;  and  Au- 
gusta, wife  of  John  Fehlauer. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  tfi£  j 
schools  of  Germany,  and  worked  upon  a farm  j 
until  1857,  in  which  year  he  came  to  America  in  \ 
a sailing  vessel,  landing,  after  a voyage  of  six  1 
weeks,  at  New  York,  whence  he  came  direct  to  ; 
Ohio,  arriving  at  Bowling  Green  on  the  4th  of  1 
July.  His  first  work  in  Wood  county  was  as  a 
farm  laborer,  receiving  $12  per  month,  and  at- 
tending school  at  intervals.  Fie  was  thus  em- 
ployed for  two  years,  when  he  married,  and 
worked  on  his  father-in-law's  farm  for  a }rear, 
which  he  subsequently  rented  for  the  same  length 
of  time.  In  1862  he  moved  to  Middleton  town-  j 
ship,  where  he  rented  a farm  for  a vear,  and 
then  leased  another  tract  in  the  same  township, 
which  he  operated  some  five  years.  On  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  returned  to  Plain  town- 
ship and  bought  sixty  acres  from  his  father-in-  I 


law.  Later  he  disposed  of  that  place,  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres,  which,  by 
the  exercise  of  industry,  energy  and  perseverance, 
he  has  now  brought  to  a condition  of  excellent 
cultivation.  On  September  24,  i860,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Emma  Braudes,  who 
was  born  October  15,  1S41,  a daughter  of  Got- 
lieb  Braudes,  a farmer  of  Plain  township,  where 
the  wedding  was  celebrated.  To  this  union  were 
born  ten  children,  namely:  Freddie,  born  in  1861, 
died  in  September,  1866,  aged  five  years;  Minnie, 
born  May  29,  1862,  married  F'ebruary  4,  1886, 
to  William  Hindiy,  a farmer  of  Plain  township; 
August,  born  May  24,  1864;  Charles,  born 

September  24,  1866;  Tena,  born  August  10, 

1870;  Fred,  born  May  23,  1872,  married  March 
14,  1896,  to  Miss  Jessie  Conklin,  of  the  same 
township;  Emma,  born  November  22,  1 S 7 5 ; 
Lottie  and  William  (twins),  born  July  9,  1878, 
the  latter  of  whom  died  March  2,  1 S 84 ; and 
Edward,  born  November  21,  1883. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Hellvoigt  and  his  family 
are  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  follow  closely  the  teachings  of  that  denomi- 
nation. Politically  he  endorses  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  which  he  supports  with  his 
ballot,  and  for  three  years  served  as  supervisor  of 
his  township,  also  for  the  same  length  of  time 
was  school  director.  He  has  watched  with  lively 
interest  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
county,  and  has  contributed  largely  to  its  reputa- 
tion as  one  of  the  most  desirable  farming  districts 
in  the  State. 

Cyrus  Johnston.  This  highly  respected  gen- 
tleman of  Wood  county,  is  paying  especial  atten- 
tion to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his 
farm  in  Portage  township.  He  was  born  July  28, 
1853,  in  Section  9,  the  same  township,  in  the 
home  of  his  parents,  James  and  Susanna  Johnston. 
He  grew  to  man’s  estate  upon  his  father's  farm, 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough  assisted  in  its  cultiva- 
tion until  he  was  twenty-one,  gaining  a good 
practical  knowledge  of  the  business  under  the 
wise  guidance  of  his  father.  He  acquired  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  for  one  win- 
ter worked  in  a lumber  camp  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  Johnston  has  been  twice  married.  In 
Portage  township,  in  March,  1877.  he  wedded 
Miss  Nancy  L.  Miller,  a native  of  Seneca  county 
Ohio,  by  whom  he  had  one  son — Clarence  E. , at 
home.  On  her  death,  the  wife  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Port  ige  1 emi  tt  ry.  The  lady  who  now  shan 
the  home  and  fortunes  of  our  subject,  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  Julia  Green,  a native  of  I'ulton 
county,  Ohio.  They  have  become  the  parents  >f 
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three  children — Whitney  R. ; Alpha,  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  Ethel  M . 

Mr.  Johnston  began  housekeeping  on  the  farm 
where  he  yet  resides,  and  by  his  industrious  and  j 
energetic  efforts  has  converted  his  place  into  a j 
highly  cultivated  tract.  He  is  a keen,  practical 
man,  well  gifted  with  mental  and  physical  vigor. 

In  politics  he  casts  his  vote  for  the  candidates 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  conscientiously  per- 
forms his  duties  as  a good  citizen.  He  and  his 
wife  take  an  active  interest  in  religious  work, 
and  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Solomon  Simon  (deceased).  Among  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Bloom  township,  this  gentleman 
proved  himself  especial!}7  worthy  of  notice  in  a 
work  of  this  kind.  He  was  one  of  the  early  men 
to  locate  within  its  borders,  and,  being  possessed 
of  a rare  amount  of  energy,  proved  a most  valued 
member  of  the  young  and  rapidly  growing  com- 
munity. His  early  home  was  in  Boardman  town- 
ship, Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  took 
place  November  5,  1820.  Abraham  Simon, 

(father  of  our  subject),  and  his  'brother  Henry, 
were  the  two  children  born  of  the  third  marriage 
of  Michael  Simon,  the  founder  of  this  numerous 
family  in  Mahoning  county,  from  where  the  Wood 
county  contingent  has  descended. 

Abraham  Simon  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Penn.,  whence  at  the  age  of  seven  years 
he  was  brought  to  Ohio,  and  always  followed 
farming  as  a vocation,  living  upon  one  place  from 
1802  until  his  death.  At  North  Lima,  Colum- 
biana Co  , Ohio,  he  wedded  Catherine  Crouse,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Wilderson) 
Crouse,  who  were  the  parents  of  eight  sons  and 
three  daughters,  who  grew  to  maturity.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Simon  were  born  the  following  children: 
Solomon,  of  whom  we  write;  Elizabeth,  wife  , of 
Jacob  Bailey;  John,  of  Boardman  township,  Ma- 
honing county;  Michael,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  in  that  township;  Harriet,  who  mar- 
ried, first,  Peter  Monasmith  (who  died  at  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.,  on  his  way  home  from  the  army),  ! 
and  later  became  the  wife  of  George  Cover;  Mar- 
tha, now  Mrs.  George  Harnickle,  of  Mahoning 
county;  Jacob,  of  Youngstown  township,  that 
county;  Delilah,  wife  of  Ralph  Agnew,  of  Mahon- 
ing county;  and  Joshua,  of  Jackson  township,  i 
Mahoning  county.  The  father,  who  was  for- 
merly a Whig  and  later  a Republican  in  politics, 
lived  to  be  over  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  while 
his  wife  was  eighty-seven  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  and  they  were  both  buried  in  Boardman 
township. 

Being  the  eldest  son,  Solomon  Simon  was  ! 


early  obliged  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  home 
farm,  and  never  attended  an  English  school  an 
hour  in  his  life,  though  he  received  some  in- 
struction in  German.  He  was  married  in  Board- 
man  township,  Mahoning  county,  on  Christmas 
Day,  1842,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Catherine  Gress,  who  was  born  in  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  December  18,  1S22,  and  is  a 
j daughter  of  George'  and  Elizabeth'  (Philman) 
Gress.  When  she  was  ten  years  old  she  was 
brought  to  the  Buckeye  State  by  her  parents. 

| who  located  near  Lisbon,  but  later  went  to 
| Springfield  township,  Mahoning  county,  where 
the  father  died.  The  mother  later  removed  to 
Boardman  township,  where  Mrs.  Simon  was  mar- 
ried. She  also  had  very  meager  school  privileges. 
Five  children  graced  the  union  o-f  our  subject 
and  his  wife:  Demer  S.,  who  was  a soldier  in 

the  Union  army,  and  died  in  Boardman  town- 
ship after  his  return  from  the  war;  J.  E.,  a 
farmer  of  Bloom  township,  Wood  county;  Ei- 
nora,  widow  of  Amos  Phillips,  of  Jerry  City, 
Ohio:  Annie,  now  Mrs.  Corvin  Nestlerode,  of 
Portage  township,  Wood  county;  and  Reuben,  of 
Oregon. 

° . _ 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Simon  had 
no  property;  but  his  mother  had  come  into  pos- 
session of  100  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  township, 
Wood  county,  which  had  belonged  to  her  father. 
This  she  had  the  latter  deed  to  our  subject, 
provided  he  would  improve  the  same.  There- 
fore, in  the  spring  of  1S44.  with  his  wife  and 
oldest  child,  he  started  for  this  county  in  a cov- 
ered wagon,  being  also  accompanied  by  the  family 
of  Levi  Simon.  Our  subject  had  been  here 
several  times  previous,  and  in  the  fall  of  1845 
had  sovfred  some  wheat  and  built  a rude  log  cabin, 
with  no  doors  or  windows,  a quilt  being  hung  up 
to  keep  out  the  wolves,  while  a fire  was  never 
built  in  the  house  from  spring  until  fall,  the  cook- 
ing all  being  done  by  a large  log  outside.  They 
were  the  first  family  to  locate  in  Section  3,  and 
they  experienced  all  the  difficulties  and  trials  of 
life  on  the  frontier,  it  requiring  three  or  four  days 
to  go  to  mill  at  Perrysburg.  On  that  farm  Mr. 
Simon  continued  to  reside  until  the  latter  part  of 
the  Civil  war,  when  he  removed  to  Jerry  City, 
there  owning  a half-interest  in  a sawmill  with 
Anthony  Frederick.  Two  years  later,  however, 
he  sold  out  and  purchased  120  acres  of  land  in 
Section  9,  Bloom  township,  to  which  the  latter 
added  twelve  acres.  It  continued  to  be  his  place 
of  abode  until  the  spring  of  1892,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Jerry  City,  though  still  owning  ninety- 
two  acres  of  that  farm.  He  died  February  9. 
1 896. 
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Mr.  Simon  cast  his  first  Presidental  vote  for 
William  FI.  Harrison,  the  Whig  candidate;  but 
being  a strong  abolitionist  he  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party  on  its  formation,  and  with  it  continued 
to  affiliate.  For  several  years  he  held  the  offices 
of  trustee,  supervisor  and  school  director,  and  by 
his  fellow  citizens  was  always  held  in  the  highest 
respect. 

W.  W.  Rosen  dale,  one  of  the  wide-awake, 
progressive  farmers  of  Perry  township,  was  born 
June  28,  1863,  in  West  Mdlgrove,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
son  of  Dr.  Charles  R.  and  Rebecca  (Wade) 
Rosendale. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  his 
native  town,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
and  obtained  what  education  he  could  in  that 
way.  • Flis  father  owned  large  land  interests,  and 
as  our  subject  was  the  eldest  son,  he  was  started 
in  the  real-estate  business  at  an  early  age,  and 
that  occupation  he  follows  at  the  present  time. 
As  work  was  plentiful,  he  remained  at  home,  help- 
ing his  father  until  his  marriage,  June  6,  1SS2, 
to  Miss  Irene  Adams,  who  was  born  near  Apple 
River,  111.,  November  9,  1861,  and  who  is  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Phcebe  (Vosburg)  Adams. 
The  Adams  family  were  pioneers  of  Montgomery 
township,  Wood  county,  as  were  also  the  Vos- 
burgs.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rosendale  first 
located  in  West  Millgrove  for  a few  months,  and 
on  March  24,  1883,  went  to  live  on  his  present 
farm.  He  first  lived  in  a log  hut  that  stood  a 
short  distance  north  of  his  present  home,  and 
where  he  resided  until  the  fall  of  1884,  when  the 
new  house  was  built  and  he  moved  into  it.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rosendale  have  two  children;  Addie  B., 
born  September  27,  1883,  is  at  home;  a/d  Lin- 
nie  M.,  born  July  11,  1885,  also  at  home.  Our 
subject  owns  over  343  acres  in  Perry  township, 
which  is  more  than  any  other  man  of  his  age  has 
in  the  same  township.  ’ 

Politically,  Mr.  Rosendale  is  a Republican, 
but  he  has  declined  all  candidacies,  preferring  to 
look  after  his  property,  which  he  does  in  a busi- 
ness-like manner.  Socially,  he  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  Lodge  No.  145,  K.  of  P , in  West  Mill- 
grove,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  the  same  place. 
Mr.  Rosendale  has  always  been  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive, go-ahead  farmers  of  Perry  township, 
and  although  a young  man  has  proved  his  ability 
as  a business  man  and  a successful  agriculturist, 
and  stands  foremost  among  the  leading  farmers 
of  Wood  county.  He  is  public-spirited,  ever 
ready  to  promote  any  movement  that  will  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  his  community.  In  1892 


he  embarked  at  New  York  for  Europe  on  the 
“ City  of  Paris,”  and  made  a lour  through  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  Ireland  and  France,  which  lasted 
from  August  3 until  September  27.  He  visited 
the  principal  cities  of  those  countries,  and  returned 
on  the  “ Teutonic,”  which  made  the  fastest  voy- 
age on  record  at  that  time.  While  Mr.  Rosen- 
dale is  the  son  of  wealthy  parents,  he  has  pre- 
ferred to  assert  his  independence  and  branch  out 
on  his  own  account,  relydng  on  his  own  efforts  to 
attain  success.  That  he  has  accomplished  this 
object  is  amply  proven  by  his  present  comfortable 
position  in  life. 

Henry  Mohr.  Among  the  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  farming  community  of  Wood  county 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  begins  this  sketch. 
He  is  entirely  a self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  word,  having  been  the  sole  architect  of  his 
own  fortunes,  and  has  raised  himself  from  a state 
of  poverty  to  affluence,,  aided  only  by  his  own 
strong  arms,  indomitable  energj'  and  laudable 
ambition.  His  homestead  lies  in  Bloom  town- 
ship, and  is  one  of  the  most  highly-cultivated  in 
this  portion  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Mohr  is  the  eldest  of  the  five  children  of 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Hilderbaddle)  Mohr,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  the  others  being  Daniel,  of 
Care)-,  Ohio;  Amandus,  who  was  a member  of 
the  55th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville;  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  William  Heninger, 
of  Seneca  county,  Ohio;  and  Mary  A.,  who  was 
the  wife  of  W.  FT  Ridgely,  and  died  in  EaglevilE. 
Ohio.  The  parents  became  residents  of  Seneca 
county,  in  1853,  and  there  their  deaths  occurred. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  South  Whitehall, 
township,  Lehigh  Co.,  Penn.,  January  14,  1828, 
and  in  a district  school,  taught  by  a German 
teacher,  received  his  education,  which  was  quite 
limited.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  learn- 
ing the  carriage  maker’s  trade,  serving  a two-and- 
a-half-years’  apprenticeship,  and,  in  1851,  started 
for  Ohio,  where  he  hoped  to  better  his  financial 
condition.  With  a companion  he  began  the 
journey  on  foot,  but  when  between  Harrisburg 
and  Reading,  Penn.,  they  gave  out,  and  took  a 
stage  to  Hollidaysburg,  thence  to  Allegheny, 
Penn.  For  five  months  Mr.  Mohr  worked  at  his 
trade  at  Clarksville,  Mercer  Co.,  Penn.,  but  se- 
cured only  $5  of  his  wages,  with  which  amount 
he  started  for  Tiffin,  Ohio,  walking  most  of  the 
distance  to  Mansfield,  thence  proceeding  over  the 
first  railroad  in  Ohio  to  Sandusky . and  on  by  the 
Mad  River  1 Ir  : ! in, 

ployed  at  his  trade  for  about  five  years. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Mohr  had  married,  in 
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Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  Miss  Catherina  Schantz, 
who  was  born  in  that  county,  October  15,  1830, 
daughter  of  Philip  Schantz,  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The)'  have  become  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren— Catherine,  now  Mrs.  T.  V.  Pelton,  of 
Bloom  township;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Dr.  R.  J. 
Simon,  of  Pemberville,  Ohio;  Alvin  F.,  a farmer 
of  Eagleville,  Ohio;  Emma,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Augustus  Kyle,  and  died  at  Pemberville;  Will- 
iam H.,  a farmer  of  Bloom  township;  and 
Charles,  who  died  in  infancy.  For  nine  years 
alter  nis  marriage  Mr.  Mohr  carried  on  carriage 
making  in  connection  with  a partner;  but  in 
March,  1861,  he  removed  to  Eagleville,  where  he 
opened  a wagon  shop,  which  he  conducted  with- 
out intermission  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  purchased  fifty-five  acres  at  Eagle- 
ville, from  John  A.  Bunnell,  and  engaged  in 
farming  as  well  as  wagon  making,  keeping  that 
arrangement  up  for  about  five  years;  from  that 
time  he  gradually  began  to  give  more  attention  to 
his  farming,  retaining  the  shop,  however,  until 
1893,  at  which  time  he  sold  the  lot  and  building. 
H is  wife  has  ever  proved  to  him  a faithful  com- 
panion and  helpmeet,  encouraging  him  in  every 
way,  and  thev  have  reared  a family  of  which 
they  may  well  be  proud.  They  have  two  great- 
grandchildren— Ada  and  Goldie  Schwartz.  In 
religious  faith  they  are  Lutherans;  in  politics 
Mr.  Mohr  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but  since 
the  year  John  C.  Fremont  ran  for  President  he 
has  been  an  ardent  Republican.  He  has  always 
declined  to  accept  public  office,  but  has,  however, 
served  as  supervisor. 

William  Lytle,  a gentleman  of  genuine 
worth  and  genial  manner,  whose  friends  in  Mid- 
dleton township,  and  in  Wood  county,  are  many, 
was  born  in  Waterville,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1S53.  FI  is  father,  John  Lytle,  was  a 
native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and,  with  his  par- 
ents, came  to  the  United  States  when  a youth  of 
sixteen,  here  following  the  occupation  of  farming. 
He  still  resides  in  Lucas  county,  where  he  owns  j 
and  operates  124  acres  of  land.  He  married 
Sarah  Cr  ipliver,  of  German  lineage,  and  they 
became  parents  of  nine  children,  namely:  Eliz- 

abeth, wife  of  Mr.  Thompson,  a farmer;  William, 
of  this  sketch;  James,  an  agriculturist  of  Lucas 
county;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Noward;  Alice,  wife 
of  John  Kutzley,  a farmer  of  Lucas  county; 
Glover;  Matie;  John,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  Waterville, 
Lucas  county,  and  was  reared  on  the  old  family 
homestead.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  started 


! out  in  life  for  himself,  and  for  three  years  was 
employed  as  a farm  hand  in  the  county  of  iris 
birth.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  a tract  of 
forty  acres,  which  he  operated  for  fifteen  years, 
j making  excellent  improvements  thereon.  Subse- 
quently he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Mid- 
| dleton  township — his  present  home — and  in  addi- 
| tion  to  this  he  operates  sixty  acres  of  rented  land. 

The  good  buildings  upon  his  place,  the  highly 
1 cultivated  fields,  and  the  many  modern  improve- 
ments all  indicate  the  owner  to  be  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  the  community. 

His  pleasant  home  is  shared  by  his  wife  and 
five  children.  He  was  married  in  Waterville,  in 

1876,  to  -Mary  Noward,  who  was  born  in  1851, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  No  ward,  a farmer  of 
Lucas  county.  Their  children  are  George,  Bur- 
ton, Ross,  Ivan,  and  Harvey.  In  politics  Mr. 
Lytle  is  a Republican,  and  socially  is  connected 
with  Waterville  Lodge  No.  155,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
while  his  religious  connections  are  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

Jeremiah  Foltz,  a retired  capitalist  and  cii 
operator,  of  North  Baltimore,  is  a native  of  Han- 
i cock  county,  Ohio,  born  September  22,  1 S 5 3 . 
There  he  spent  his  boyhood  days,  attending  the 
district  schools  and  working  on  the  farm. 

Mr.  Foltz  was  united  in  marriage,  January  18, 

1877,  with  Miss  Alice  L.  Dustman, who  was  born  in 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  July  28,  1S53.  To  this 
union  was  born  one  child,  Carl  C.,  on  March  18, 
1882.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Foltz  settled  in 
Hancock  county,  and  took  up  farming,  continuing 
that  occupation  for  about  five  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  moved  to  Henry  township,  Wood 
county,  where  he  again  took  up  farming  until,  in 
1888,  he  came  to  North  Baltimore  and  built  his 
present  fine  residence.  It  is  a large,  roomy  house, 
built  in  modern  st\  le,  beautifully  situated  and  sur- 
sounded  by  charming  scenery.  Mr.  Foltz  owns 
about  380  acres  of  land  around  North  Baltimore, 
and  is  largely  interested  in  the  oil  business,  own- 
ing nine  producing  wells.  He  devotes  his  time  to 
the  care  of  his  property,  and  to  investing  his 
money  in  paying  enterprises.  He  holds  a promi- 
nent place  in  society,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  town’s  leading  and  energetic  citizens.  Po- 
litically, he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Noah  Foltz,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
December  27,  1817,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
Va.  He  was  married  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
in  1840,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Heisey,  whose  birth 
took  place  in  t he  Shenandoah  Valley,  Va. , Octo- 
ber 28,  1S20.  They  settled  in  Hancock  county. 

1 Ohio,  after  their  marriage,  where  Mr.  Foltz  en- 
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tered  land  and  located  permanently,  engaging  in  j 
regular  farming.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  i 
and  in  religious  connection  a member  of  the  Chris-  j 
tian  Union  Church.  He  died  in  1890,  at.  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  his  wife  j 
passed  away  four  years  later.  Twelve  children  I 
were  born  to  this  couple,  as  follows:  Amos,  living  ! 
in  California;  Margaret,  wife  of  Aaron  Burner,  ! 
residing  in  California;  Abraham,  nowin  Hancock  | 
county;'  Peter,  also  living  in  Hancock  county; 
Catharine,  wife  of  Charles  Green,  who  resides  in  ; 
North  Baltimore;  Mary  E.,  married  to  }.  G.  i 
Knepper.  of  Hancock  county;  Amanda,  who  mar- 
ried Jacob  Fox  (both  herself  and  husband  are  ; 
dead,  leaving  two  children,  Amos  and  Marietta);  j 
Isaiah  and  Jeremiah,  twins,  the  former  living  in 
Hancock  county;  \V.  Harvey,  residing  in  Putnam 
county;  Harrison  W.,  in  Indiana;  and  Albert,  j 
living  in  Hancock  county. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  Wallace  Foltz,  was 
from  Virginia,  and  came  to  Ohio  when  our  sub- 
ject’s father  was  six  years  old.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  died  in  Fair- 
field  county,  Ohio.  The  original  Foltz  was  a ! 
German  by  birth,  and  was  among  the  emigrants 
who  came  to  America  during  the  Colonial  days. 

j 

Michael  Baumgardner.  Among  the  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  Milton  township  is  num- 
bered this  gentleman,  an  intelligent  and  popular  | 
citizen,  well  deserving  representation  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  adopted  county.  He  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Hogestown,  between  Carlisle  and  Har- 
risburg, Penn.,  April  18,  1830.  His  father, 

John  Baumgardner,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  was 
born  in  Dauphin  county,  Penn.,  January  7,  1S09. 
He  there  wedded  Mary  Ulrich,  who  was  born  in 
that  county,  January  9,  1809.  They  subsequently 
removed  to  Hogestown,  where  the  father  followed 
shoemaking.  In  1S60  he  moved,  with  his  family, 
to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  locating  on  a forty-acre 
farm,  where  he  lived  for  three  years,  then  going 
to  Wyandot  county.  He  there  purchased  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  until  1877, 
when  he  removed  to  Henry  county,  Ohio,  and  ! 
bought  125  acres.  His  next  home  was  in  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  sixty  acres;  there  ! 
his  death  occurred  in  1871,  while  his  wife  sur- 
vived until  November  30,  1883.  Their  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  May  10.  1829,  was  blessed 
with  the  following  children:  Michael;  Catherine, 
wife  of  Samuel  Rife,  of  Circleville,  Ohio;  John,  of 
McCutchen ville,  Ohio;  Sarah,  who  was  drowned 
in  Sandusky  river,  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  Sam- 
uel, who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  Mary  Ann, 
now  Mrs.  Erton;  and  Susan,  wife  of  William  I 


Williams,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio.  The  family  is  of 
German  origin,  and  was  founded  in  America  by 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  located  in 
Pennsylvania  when  a young  man. 

Michael  Baumgardner  was  educated  in  his 
native  State,  and  in  Ohio  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaking  with  his  father,  also  the  trade  of  har- 
ness-making, following  those  pursuits  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  acquired  a good  education 
in  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  has 
been  an  extensive  reader,  is  a well-informed  man, 
and  an  entertaining  conversationalist. 

Mr.  Baumgardner  was  married  in  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio,  March  22,  1855,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Corfman,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  September 
26,  1836,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mar\ 
(Beery)  Corfman,  natives  of  Fairheld  county. 
Ohio.  The  parents  had  a family  of  nine  children 
- — Noah,  now  of  Sycamore,  Wyandot  county: 
Henry,  deceased;  Sarah  Ann,  deceased  wife  of 
Tressley  Walters;  William,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Baumgardner;  John  and  Daniel,  both  of  Kansas; 
Mary  Magdalene,  wife  of  George  Stokers,  of 
Wyandot  county ; and  Samuel,  of  Sycamore,  Ohio. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  eight 
children — William,  born  May  3,  1856,  was  mar- 
ried November  25,  1SS1,  to  Della  Anthony,  . 
resident  of  Milton;  Daniel  A. , born  May  19,  i8;8. 
was  married  March  9,  1886,  to  Mary  Ash,  and 
resides  in  Henry  county;  Samuel  A.,  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  i860,  is  at  home;  facob  A.,  born 
November  15,  1862,  was  married  January  31, 
1889,  to  Oliva  Busson,  and  resides  in  Milton 
township;  Simon  G.,  born  May  7,  1S65,  is  :n 
Florida;  Mary  C. , born  January  25,  1870,  is  the 
wife  of  Edward  Guyer,  of  Milton  township; 
Charles  L. , born  July  11,  1873,  is  at  home;  and 
Carrie  L. , born  January  14,  1 S 7 7 , was  married 
May  29,  1S95,  to  Elijah  Everett.  They  are  non 
living  at  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Baumgardner  and  his  wife  began  then 
domestic  life  in  Wyandot  county,  where  the  ter- 
mer purchased  a farm  of  thirty-five  acre^  alter 
renting  it  for  a "short  time.  His  first  home  was 
a plank  house.  He  continued  the  improvement 
of  this  property  until  1876,  when  he  sold  and 
came  with  his  family  to  Wood  county — their  !e- 
parture  being  a source  of  much  regret  to  tin  r 
many  friends  in  Wyandot  count}-.  Here  Mr 
Baumgardner  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land 
on  which  stood  a log  cabin,  that  in  18S8  was  re- 
placed by  a large  and  comfortable  frame  re- 
dencc.  He  has  made  many  excellent  impr*  • 
ments.upon  his  property,  which  is  now  oil  : 
the  highly  developed  farms,  of  the  neighbor!-! 

In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  . 
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school  director  since  coming  to  Wood  county, 
but  has  never  been  a politician  in  the  sense  of  of- 
fice seeking.  He  holds  membership  with  the 
Evangelical  Church,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  its  work. 

Rudolph  Danz,  the  well-known  proprietor 
of  the  bakery  and  confectionery  store  of  Perrys- 
burg,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  March  6,  1846. 
His  parents  were  Nicholas  and  Barbara  (Bucher) 
Danz,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native -of 
Switzerland,  where  he  was  born  in  1805,  an^  the 
mother  in  1809.  They  were  married  in  Switzer- 
land, and  followed  the  occupation  of  farmers. 
Mrs.  Danz  died  in  1870,  and  Mr.  Danz,  in  1885. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
The  children  of  this  couple  numbered  thirteen: 
Amelia,  Nicholas,  Elizabeth,  Barbara.  John,  Ben- 
jamin, Annie,  Helen,  ■ Jacob,  Rudolph,  Fred, 
Elizabeth,  and  Gottlieb.  Three  of  them  now  live 
in  America. 

Rudolph  grew  up  in  Switzerland,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1867,  locating  at  Kenton, 
Hardin  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  farmed  for  two 
years,  and  then  learned  the  baker's  trade.  He 
went  to  Cleveland  and  worked  two  years,  after- 
ward coming  to  Perrysburg,  and  opening  a store 
in  1872.  He  was  married  in  1873,  to  Miss  Rosetta 
Matthews.  These  children  were  born  to  them: 
Mary  E. , Harry  R.,  Julia  O.,  Hellen  R. , Laura 
L.,  Lillie  A.  Mr.  Danz  is  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  and  of  the  National  Union  and 
the  K.  of  P.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  served  in  the  city  council  two  years,  and  on 
the  school  board  for  three  years.  He  is  an  active 
worker,  a progressive  citizen,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him. 

William  H.  Fausey,  a farmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Center  township,  was  born  in  Madison 
township,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  September  24, 
1846,  and  is  descended  from  one  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary heroes.  His  grandfather,  Henry  Fausey, 
was  of  German  lineage,  and  valiantly  aided  the 
Colonies  in  their  struggle  for  independence. 
The  father,  Henry  Fausey,  was  born  in  North- 
umberland county,  Penn.,  was  reared  on  his  fa- 
ther’s farm,  and  throughout  his  life  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits.  During  his  boyhood  he 
removed  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  for 
some  years  he  aided  in  the  operation  of  his  father’s 
farm,  and  then  went  with  his  parents  to  San- 
dusky county,  locating  in  Madison  township. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  locality,  and 
passed  through  all  the  experiences  and  hardshipsof 
frontier  life.  He  secured  a claim  of  240  acres, 


I which  he  succeeded  in  clearing,  and  erected 
| thereon  a good  dwelling,  barns,  and  other  neces- 
: sary  buildings,  continuing  the  cultivation  of  that 
place  through  his  remaining  days.  For  a number 
of  years  he  served  as  township  trustee,  alsotown- 
| ship  treasurer,  and  manifested  his  loyalty  to  the 
cause  of  education  through  his  efficient  service 
for  years  as  school  director.  He  was  married  in 
Sandusky  countv,  in  1842,  to  Rebecca  Donalds. 

| They  had  nine  children— James,  deceased;  Re- 
becca, wife  of  Tobias  .Gains,  of  Michigan;  Mar- 
garet E.,  deceased  wife  of  Edward  Kimberling, 

. a farmer  of  Michigan;  William  Id.;  Amos  F. , an 
agriculturist  of  the  Wolverine  State;  Lewis  \\  .. 
a traveling  man  living  in  Michigan;  Adolphus  E.. 
who  resides  on  the  old  family  homestead;  Louisa 
A.,  wife  of  Eli  Endsley;  and  James  Monroe,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  died  in  Madison 
township,  Sandusky  county,  in  1886,  and  the 
mother  is  there  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

William  H.  Fausey  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  worked  on  his  father  s 
farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
to  Fremont,  and  enlisted  in  the  3d  Ohio  Cavalry, 
which  afterward  proceeded  to  Nashville,  Tenn. 
He  participated  in  several  engagements,  and  on 
one  occasion  had  his  left  ear  injured  by  an  artill- 
ery ball.  At  another  time,  while  riding  through 
the  mountains  with  his  company,  he  was  thrown 
from  his  horse,  causing  a fracture  of  several  of 
his  ribs,  which  still  produces  considerable  suffer- 
ing. He  remained  with  his  company  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when,  having  been  honorably 
discharged,  he  returned  home,  reaching  Madison 
township,  August  26.  1865. 

- Mr.  Fausey  continued  work  on  his  father  s 
farm  until  1868,  when  he  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  improved  by  the  erection  of  a 
home  and  other  buildings,  planting  an  orchard, 
etc.  He  made  excellent  improvements  durin 
his  eleven  years’  residence  there,  and  in  187 
sold  this  farm,  removing  to  Center  township. 
Wood  county,  where  he  rented  100  acres,  and 
1 afterward  purchased  forty  acres.  He  also  pur- 
chased 164  acres  of  prairie  land  in  Madison 
township,  Sandusky  county,  and  for  six  years 
personally  engaged  in  its  cultivation.  Later  he 
returned  to  Wood  county,  where  he  has  since 
remained,  devoting  his  attention  exclusively  t<> 
farmingand  feeding  stock.  His  son  now  operates 
the  farm  in  Sandusky  county. 

Mr.  Fausey  has  been  honored  with  some 
local  offices,  having  wrved  as  assessor  in  ( enter 
township  for  one  year,  and  as  school  director  Lr 
several  years,  both  in  Wood  and  Sandusky 
counties.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
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Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  religiously,  with  the  | 
United  Brethren  Church;  and  politically  with  the. 
Republican  party.  He  was  happily  married  in 
his  native  township,  in  .1867,  to  Mabel  Endsley,  I 
who  was  born  in  1849,  a daughter  of  James  | 
Endsley,  a farmer  of  Sandusky  county.  They 
have  three  children — Charles,  who  was  born  in 
1S68,  and  is  farming  in  Sandusky  county;  Eldo- 
rado, wife  of  Ur.  R.  H.  Gregory,  of  Iowa;  and 
Goldie,  at  home. 

William  Hooton,  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  Washington  township,  was  born  in 
England,  December  26,  1842,  and  is  a son  of 
Robert  and  Eliza  (Digby)  Hooton.  Both  par-  i 
ents  were  natives  of  the  same  land,  the  fa- 
ther’s birth  occurring  in  Yorkshire.  The  mother 
is  a sister  of  Robert  Digby,  of  Bowling  Green, 
Wood  county.  Of  their  ten  children,  three  have 
departed  this  life,  one  being  drowned,  another 
burned  to  death,  and  the  third  dying  of  scarlet 
fever.  In  order  of  birth  the  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: Robert;  Mary  Ann;  William;  }ohn,  de- 

ceased; James;  Eliza;  Sallie;  John;  Liza  Ann,  j 
deceased;  and  Ruth,  deceased.  With  the  ex-  : 
ception  of  our  subject,  those  living  are  still  resi-  j 
dents  of  England.  The  parents  also  never  left 
England;  the  mother  has  now  passed  away,  but 
the  father  is  still  living. 

It  was  on  April  8,  1872,  that  William  Hooton 
left  the  Old  World,  resolved  to  try  his  fortunes  i 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  where  he  believed 
better  opportunities  were  afforded  enterprising,  ; 
industrious  citizens.  He  took  passage  on  the 
“ Absyna  ” (which  has  since  burned),  going  from  j 
Liverpool  to  New  York.  Since  his  arrival  in  this 
country  farming  has  been  his  occupation.  He 
first  located  on  the  Richard  Digby  farm,  in  Ton- 
togany,  where  he  remained  for  fifteen  years,  dur-  | 
ing  which  time  he  ditched  and  tiled  the  place, 
making  it  a valuable  and  productive  farm.  In 
the  spring  of  1888,  however,  he  purchased  forty- 
five  acres  of  land  in  Washington  township  at 
$40.00  per  acre,  to  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  which  he  has  since  given  his  time  and  : 
attention.  Besides  tiling  and  fencing  his  land, 
he  has  erected  a good  dwelling  at  a cost  of 
$1,000,  and  a substantial  barn,  and  the  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  of  the  place  indicates  his  care-  | 
ful  supervision  and  untiring  industry.  All  that 
he  now  possesses  has  been  acquired  through  his  | 
enterprising,  persevering  energies,  aided  and  en-  j 
couraged  by  a kind  and  faithful  wife. 

Before  leaving  England  Mr.  Hooton  had 
wedded  Mary  Stillings,  of  Sowerby,  Yorkshire,  1 


and  to  him  she  has  ever  proved  a true  and  de- 
voted helpmeet.  This  worthy  couple  are  active 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Tontogany,  while  socially  he 
is  connected  with  Tontogany  Lodge  No.  451, 
F.  & A.  M.  His  political  support  is  given  the 
Republican  part}  . 

Rev.  John  Born,  pastor  of  St.  John's  Lu- 
theran Church,  at  Stony  Ridge,  was  born  on  Au- 
gust 19,  1863,  in  Ivreuznach  on  the  Rhine,  Ger- 
many, and  is  a son  of  R.  and  Anna  (Eckart)  Born, 
natives  of  the  same  place.  The  father,  who  was 
also  a Lutheran  minister,  brought  his  family  to 
the  New' World  in  1S64,  locating  at  Rochester. 
Penn.,  where  he  had  charge  of  a large  congrega- 
tion until  1875,  when  he  became  pastor  of  a 
church  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  is  now  living  re- 
tired at  Detroit,  Mich.  He  is  the  father  of  a 
family  of  seven  children — E.  A.,  a Lutheran 
minister  of  Tyrone,  Penn.;  John,  of  this  review; 
Robert,  who  is  also  engaged  in  the  work  of  the 
Lutheran  ministry  at  Delphos,  Ohio;  William, 
who  is  attending  college  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  pre- 
paring to  enter  upon  the  same  grand  work;  Mrs. 
Ratie  Myers,  of  Monroe,  Mich. ; Mrs.  Gertie 
Reiser,  of  Monroe  county,  Mich. ; and  Anna,  who 
still  lives  with  her  parents  in  Detroit. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Rochester,  Penn.,  continued  his  studies  in  the 
public  schools  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  then  for  two 
years  was  a student  in  Nazareth  College,  of  that 
city.  In  1SS5  he  entered  a theological  seminary 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  graduated  two  year:? 
later,  and  was  ordained  at  Stony  Ridge  in  1SS7. 
where  he  has  since  remained  in  charge.  He  also 
conducts  services  every  other  Sunday  at  Latchie. 
Wood  county. 

In  1888,  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Rev.  Born  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Ir.g- 
ling,  a native  of  that  city  and  a daughter  of  Ru- 
dolph and  Hannah  Ingling.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borr. 
have  a little  daughter,  Margaret.  Our  subject  is 
an  earnest  Christian  gentleman,  and  in  the  nine 
years  that  he  has  had  charge  of  St.  John's  con- 
gregation at  Stony  Ridge  he  has  made  many  warm 
friends,  not  only  among  his  parishioners,  but  aL 
among  members  of  other  denominations.  H ; 
entire  time  and  energies  are  devoted  to  his  calling, 
and  he  has  proved  a faithful  worker  in  the  Master  s 
vineyard. 

St.  John’s  Lutheran  Church,  of  Stony  RMgc 
was  founded  by  Rev.  E.  Cronenwett,  of  Wo  1* 
ville,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio;  but  for  the  first  fe" 
years  services  were  held  very  irregularly  as  th>  o 
was  no  church  building.  In  1872  the  pn > n: 
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house  of  worship  was  erected  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  $2,500,  and  the  parsonage,  which  was 
built  about  1880,  cost  $800.  The  pastors  have 
been  Revs.  Buerkle,  Sheips  and  George  Wolf, 
who  were  in  charge  until  1S87,  and  in  July  of 
that  year  Rev.  Born  assumed  the  pastorate.  The 
Church  has  a membership  of  about  1 50,  is  in  a 
thriving  condition,  and  sustains  a good  strong 
Sunday-school  where  seventy  children  attend. 

Andrew  O.  Minks.  Among  the  reliable  and 
substantial  farmers  of  Bloom  township,  there 
can  be  found  no  one  who  stands  higher  in  the 
public  estimation  than  this  gentleman.  He  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  in  East  Union  township, 
Wayne  county,  July  16,  1856,  and  when  he  was 
only  nine  years  of  age  his  father,  Michael  Minks, 
died,  leaving  the  widow  with  the  care  of  eleven 
children.  A daughter  had  died  a few  weeks  pre- 
vious to  his  death.  They  were  in  very  limited 
circumstances,  but  the  mother,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Susan  Bavington,  kept  the  chil- 
dren together  for  a couple  of  years,  on  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time,  however,  they  became 
scattered. 

Andrew  O.  then  began  working  for  William 
O.  Orr,  a farmer  living  near  Apple  creek,  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  received  $3  per  month, 
and  was  allowed  to  enter  school  during  the  winter 
term.  For  five  years  he  remained  with  that  gen- 
tleman, and  at  a later  day  was  employed  by  him 
for  two  years.  His  school  training  was  not 
very  extensive,  and  he  did  not  learn  to  write  un- 
til he  had  become  a young  man.  His  first  trip 
to  Wood  county  was  in  January,  1876,  when  he 
accompanied  his  cousin,  Henry  Minks,  who  had 
been  on  a visit  to  Wayne  county.  Later  he 
worked  for  Daniel  Easley,  an  agriculturist  of  Cass 
township,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  and  was  also  em- 
ployed by  others  as  a farm  hand. 

In  Bloom  township,  in  March,  1878,  was  cel- 
ebrated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Minks  and  Miss  La- 
vina  Barrington,  a native  of  Delaware  county, 
Ohio,  but  since  the  age  of  twelve  years  has  made 
her  home  in  this  county.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  children — Marion  W. , born  July 
10,  1885;  Alta  M.,  born  May  2 7,  1888;  and  Mil- 
dred, born  January  2,  1891. 

Mr.  Minks  was  able  to  secure  $300,  by  keep- 
ing his  mother-in-law,  who  was  an  invalid  during 
the  last  twelve  years  of  her  life.  He  purchased 
thirty  acres  of  land  in  Section  35,  Bloom  town- 
ship, moving  into  the  old  log  house  which  was  in 
a dilapidated  condition,  the  roof  being  particu- 
larly bad.  He  worked  in  a stave  factory  at 
Bairdstown  for  a time,  in  order  to  secure  the 


; money  with  which  to  buy  some  shingles.  He  has 
since  erected  a comfortable  home,  and  all  the 
improvements  upon  the  place  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  his  thrift  and  industry.  He  began 
; threshing  in  1890,  and  now  owns  a half-interest 
in  one  of  the  best  threshing  outfits  in  the  town- 
ship, while  there  is  none  better  in  the  entire 
; count}'. 

Although  his  family  were  Democrats,  Mr. 

I Minks  has  always  supported  the  Republican  par- 
i ty,  attending  elections  regularly,  but  is  not  a poli- 
tician in  the  sense  of  an  office  seeker.  He  was 
one  of  the  main  petitioners  for  the  present  Bairds- 
town  road  from  Bloomdale,  and  by  his  efforts 
this  now  prominent  thoroughfare  was  put  through. 
Enjoying  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  w'hole 
community,  Mr.  Minks  may  well  be  classed 
! among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Bloom  town- 
I ship,  in  which  high  regard  his  wife  also  shares,  - 
and  she  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Frank  Kleeberger.  A well-developed  farm 
in  Middleton  township  tells  to  the  passer-by  of 
I the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  and  -in- 
quiry would  reveal  that  the  owner  of  this  desira- 
! ble  property  is  a young  man,  a native  son  of 
Middleton  township,  who  was  born  November 
! 28,  1865.  His  father,  Matthew  Kleeberger,  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  acquired  a good  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  and  when  a young 
man  crossed  the  briny  deep  to  the  New  World, 

| taking  up  his  residence  in  Wood  county,  Ohio, 
i He  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Middleton 
township,  covered  with  a dense  forest  growth: 
i but  he  cleared  away  the  trees,  and  transformed  the 
i tract  into  richly  cultivated  fields,  which  in  return 
for  his  labor  yielded  to  him  a good  income.  He 
was  married  in  Middleton  township  to  Gertrude 
Keebley,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children— Annie,  wife  of  John  Kever,  a farmer 
! of  Middleton  township;  John  a resident  of  To- 
ledo; and  Frank,  with  whom  the  mother  makes 
her  home.  The  father  died  March  22,  1SS5. 

Mr.  Kleeberger,  of  this  sketch,  became  fa- 
miliar with  the  common  English  branches  of 
learning  through  his  attendance  at  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  worked  upon 
the  home  farm  from  the  age  of  twelve  years  until 
his  father's  death,  when  he  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  property,  which  he  has  since  suc- 
cessfully conducted;  at  the  same  time  he  has 
cared  for  his  mother.  He  is  familiar  with  even 
part  of  farm  work,  both  in  principle  and  practice, 
and  many  of  the  improvements  upon  the  place 
tire  the  work  of  his  hands.  In  his  methods  he 


. 


. 

. 

■ 

■ 

■ 


1 240 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


is  progressive,  and  his  efforts  are  crowned  with 
prosperity.-  In  politics  lie  is  a Democrat,  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Perrysburg, 
and  is  popular  with  all  classes. 

Alvah  Marshall.  Among  the  pioneers  of 
Wood  county,  who  are  noted  for  their  eminent 
success  in  their  chosen  calling,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  He  is  one  of  the 
popular  and  representative  citizens  of  Center 
township.  His  birth  occurred  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  March  1 6,  1825,  and  he  is  a son  of 
Henry  Marshall,  a native  of  Connecticut.  In  that 
State  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  but,  when 
a young  man,  removed  to  New  York,  where  he 
married  Sarah  Tucker,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren, named  as  follows:  David  and  Liddie,  both 

deceased;  Annie,  wife  of  A.  E.  "Wisener;  Henry, 
deceased;  and  Alvah.  For  a number  of  years  the 
father  followed  the  vocation  of  farming  in  the 
Empire  State,  after  which  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  where  both  he 
and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  this  review,  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  the  farm,  receiving  his  literary  train- 
ing in  the  common  schools  of  Huron  county.  In 
1845,  in  that  county,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Maria  Jerome,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
children — Alta,  who  was  born  in  1847,  and  is  the 
wife  of  George  Ernes,  of  Indiana,  by  whom  she 
has  a daughter,  Katie,  born  March  7,  1881;  and 
Jeremiah,  who  is  now  assisting  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm.  It  was  in  1855  that  Mr. 

Marshall  lelt  Huron  county,  coming  to  Wood 
county  and  buying  forty  acres  of  land  in  Plain 
township.  This  he  cultivated  for  several  years, 
when  he  disposed  of  the  same,  and  purchased 
fifty-five  acres  in  Center  township.  This  was 
wild  land,  but  by  earnest  persistent  effort  he  has 
transformed  the  place  into  a highly-cultivated 
tract,  having  cut  away  the  timber,  built  fences, 
ditched  and  tiled  the  land,  planted  an  orchard, 
and  erected  a fine  dwelling,  together  with  good 
barns  and  outbuildings.  All  that  he  now 
possesses  is  the  fruit  of  his  own  honest  toil,  and 
he  well  deserves  the  success  which  has  come  to 
him.  His  political  support  is  given  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  is  a good  neighbor  and  stal- 
wart friend. 

Frederick  W.  Bridges,  one  of  the  energetic 
and  wide-awake  citizens  of  Wood  county,  was  born 
in  Haskins,  March  5,  1S68,  and  is  still  a resident  of 
that  town,  tie  is  descended  from  New  England 
ancestry.  His  grandfather,  Darius  Bridges,  was 
a native  of  Massachusetts,  became  a resident  of 


! t * 

New  York,  and  in  1834  took  up  his  residence  in 
j Alien  county,  Ohio.  Four  years  later  he  located 
in  Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  and  in  1S43  estab- 
j lished  his  home  on  Hull  Prairie,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1850.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Hannah  Mason,  and  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  died  in  Perrysburg  in 
; 1838.  They  had  a family  of  five  children,  four  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years:  Caroline  H.,  wife 

| of  G.  Chase,  of  Hull  Prairie;  Nancy  A.,  wife  of 
! Richard  Carter,  of  Middleton  township;  Samuel 
F. ; Orpha  M.,  wife  of  John  Shinaberry,  now 
deceased;  and  Sarah  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
a year  and  a half. 

Samuel  F.  Bridges,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y. , May  2,  1827, 
and  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  on  March  18,  1861,  was 
j united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ann  Yass,  who  was 
born  in  Scotland  March  5,  1834,  and  was  the 
j daughter  of  Alexander  Yass,  who  died  in  Perrvs- 
: burg.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage  the  parents 

! located  on  a farm  on  Hull  Prairie.  Previous  to 

this  time  the  father  had  worked  at  ship  building, 
but  now  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
, suits  and  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he  still  fol- 
| lows  in  Haskins.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 

; and  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

His  wife  died  in  Haskins  October  3,  1894.  In 
their  family  there  were  four  children — Carrie  A.; 
Darius  A.,  who  died  in  childhood;  Frederick  \Y.; 
and  Jessie  M. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 
His  boyhood  days  were  passed  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  the  instruction  afforded  in  the  common 
j schools  of  Haskins  constituted  his  educational 
: privileges.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  been 
employed  in  the  oil  fields,  and  has  purchased  an 
outfit  for  removing  oil  pipes,  to  which  branch  of 
the  business  he  is  now  devoting  his  energies, 
deriving  therefrom  a good  income.  He  is  an  in- 
j dustrious.  energetic  young  man,  possesses  a 
genial  disposition  in  which  there  is  a strong  vein 
; of  humor,  is  an  entertaining  companion,  and 
therefore  a popular  gentleman. 

Richard  Mooney,  an  enterprising  and  pr  '- 
j gressive  agriculturist  of  Grand  Rapids  township, 
was  born  in  Hancock  county,  November  1,  184  t. 

George  Mooney,  the  father  of  our  subject,  w.n 
a native  of  Fairfield  county,  born  in  1812.  and 
, was  by  occupation  a farmer.  In  early  manhood 
| he  moved  to  Hancock  county,  where  he  married 
Miss  Eunice  W ade,  who  was  born  in  Ilanc  ek 
county,  March  to  1S20.  They  had  four  children 
John,  a blacksmith  at  Findlay,  Ohio;  Richard, 
i our  subject;  Belinda,  the  wife  of  John  jukew.o. 
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of  Hancock' county,  and  Enoch  B.,  a glass  man- 
ufacturer at  Findlay.  Our  subject’s  father  was 
one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  his 
community.  He  died  in  1879,  his  wife  surviving 
him  sixteen  years. 

Richard  Mooney’s  early  education  was  ob- 
tained mainly  in  the  excellent  public  schools  of 
Findlay,  and  he  learned  all  the  practical  details 
of  farm  work  while  assisting  his  father.  For  nine 
years  he  was  engaged  in  manufacturing  lime,  and 
later  he  conducted  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  his 
native  county.  He  was  married  October  26, 
1876,  to  Miss  Almira  Grabble,  of  Findlay,  who 
was  born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  July  27,  1S52. 
She  was  one  of  the  eight  children  of  Abraham  Grab- 
ble, a well-known  farmer  and  carpenter,  and  his 
wife,  Susanna  Bright.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mooney,  of  whom  the  youngest 
died  in  infancy.  The  names  of  the  others,  with 
dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  June  L. , January 
7,  1878;  Guy  G.,  October  13,  1880;  Abraham 
R.,  April  3,  1883;  John,  August  11,  1 SS 5 ; Pearl 
M.,  July  3,  1893;  and  Carrie  Blanche,  October 
23,  1896. 

In  1887  Mr.  Mooney  came  to  Wood  county, 
and  bought  forty  acres  of  land  four  miles  north 
of  Weston,  to  which  he  has  since  added  twenty 
more,  and  the  entire  sixty  is  now'  under  cultiva- 
tion. Thoroughly  alert  to  the  value  of  the  best 
methods,  Mr.  Mooney  has  made  extensive  im- 
provements on  his  estate,  re-modeling  the  build- 
ings and  draining  the  land  by  the  most  approved 
plans.  Genial  in  manner  and  possessing  unusual 
intelligence,  he  is  one  of  the  leaders  among  the 
progressive  element  in  the  community. 

Rudolph  J.  Hahn.  Among  the  sturdy,  ener- 
getic and  successful  farmers  of  Wood  county, 
who  thoroughly  understand  the  vocation  they 
follow',  and  are  consequently  enabled  to  carry  on 
their  calling  with  profit  to  themselves,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  He  is  actively  engaegd  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Section  35,  Lake  town- 
ship, where  he  has  a fine  farm  of  eighty  acres. 

A native  of  Ashland  county,  Mr.  Hahn  first 
drew  the  breath  of  life  on  May  15,  1848.  His 
father,  Valentine  Hahn,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  but  at  an  early  day  became 
a resident  of  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
wedded  Magdalena  Burg,  a native  of  the  same 
country,  and  to  them  were  born  Julia,  a resi- 
dent of  Troy  township,  Wood  county;  Ru- 
dolph J.,  of  - this  sketch;  Lizzie,  wife  of  G.  B. 
Brim,  of  Lake  township;  Harmon,  of  Troy  town- 
ship; Theodore,  at  home;  Mary  and  Laura, 
twins,  the  former  now  Mrs.  G.  W.  Brown,  and 


the  latter,  Mrs.  Andrews,  of  Lemoyne,  Wood 
county;  Mrs.  Barbara  Wagoner,  of  Toledo;  and 
Katie,  Albert,  August,  and  Glara,  all  at  home. 

; From  Ashland,  county  the  father  brought  his 
j family  to  Perrysburg  township,  Wood  county, 

: where  he  opened  up  a farm,  but  later  removed  to 
Troy  township,  w'here  he  has  since  resided,  anil 
for  some  years  served  as  trustee. 

Our  subject  was  but  five  years  old  when  the 
family  took  up  their  residence  in  Troy  township, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
and  in  early  life  received  a home  training  on  the 
farm,  which  so  well  fitted  him  for  the  calling  he 
now  follows.  However,  during  his  youth,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  was  employed 
; at  that  work  for  ten  years  in  Troy  and  Lake  town- 
: ships.  He  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1877, 
and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
; its  cultivation  and  improvement,  erecting  a good 
barn,  42x76  feet,  and  a comfortable  and  sub- 
i stantial  residence. 

In  June,  1878,  in  Lake  township,  Mr.  Hahn 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Baumgardner,  a native 
| of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  to  them  have  been  born  a 
son,  Victor,  and  a daughter  who  died  at  ten 
months.  Mrs.  Hahn’s  parents,  Jacob  and  Magda- 
lena Baumgardner,  were  natives  of  Wurtemberg, 

! Germany,  but  came  to  America  single,  and  were 
married  at  Toledo,  where  for  some  time  the  fa- 
ther engaged  in  blacksmithing.  He  later  removed 
to  Perrysburg  township,  where  he  died  in  1894; 

' but  his  wife  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home 
| in  this  country. 

Mr.  Hahn  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and  for  three  years  capably  served  as  trustee  of 
Lake  township,  where  he  enjoys,  in  a marked 
degree,  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  neigh- 
bors. He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  development  of  the  county,  and  is  public- 
spirited  and  progressive. 

j 

Charles  L.  Wineland,  a young  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturist  of  Center  township,  was 
born  July  5,  1863,  in  Washington  township,  Han- 
cock Co..  Ohio.  David  Wineland,  his  father, 
i was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a stone  and 
brick  mason  by  occupation.  He  came  to  Ohio, 
in  1854,  when  a young  man,  and  bought  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Hancock  county,  to  which,  in 
time,  he  added  eighty  more,  improving  and  culti- 
vating it  until  he  made  it  one  of  the  best  farms 
of  that  vicinity.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  in  Company  D,  72d  O.  V.  I.  On  May  20, 
1847,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Barn- 
hart, who  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Penn.. 
July  3,  182S.  They  had  thirteen  children : John, 
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Frank,  'Mar}’,  Susanna,  David  E.,  Lucinda,  Ida, 
Joseph,  Charles  L.  (our  subject),  William,  Jacob, 
Turley,  and  Cora.  David  Wineland,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  died  at  Bloomdale,  March  29,  1885, 
and  his  wife  followed  him  May  5,  1894. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
worked  during  his  early  years  upon  his  father's 
farm.  He  came  to  Wood  county  when  he  was 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  for  some  time 
worked  as  a farm  laborer  at  small  wages;  but  in 
1889  he  rented  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Center 
township  which  six  years  later  he  bought,  and 
now  operates  it  successfully.  He  was  married  in 
1 888,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Brownheller,  a native  of 
Bloomdale,  born  December  26,  1870,  the  daugh- 
ter of  George  Brownheller,  a well-known  citizen 
of  that  town.  They  have  two  children,  Orpha 
E. , born  August  16,  1892,  and  Qtta  F. , born 
August  6,  1894. 

Mr.  Wineland  is  a Prohibitionist  in  politics, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  of 
the  younger  men  of  his  locality,  taking  great 
interest  in  all  progressive  movements.  He  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  at  Bowling  Green. 

James  A.  Yates  was  born  April  12,  1851,  in 
Sycamore  township,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is 
the  eighth  son  and  eleventh  child  in  the  family 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Craun)  Yates. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  primary  schooling  in 
the  district  school  of  his  native  place,  and  when 
he  was  a boy  of  nine  years,  in  the  fall  of  i860, 
his  parents  removed  to  Wood  county,  settling  in 
Perry  township.  There  the  lad  attended  the 
school  taught  by  Henry  Williams  and  others, 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when  he  began 
teaching  in  Henry  township,  his  salary  being 
$1.25  a day.  He  afterward  attended  a school 
of  higher  grade  at  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio,  of  which 
Prof.  Wright  was  the  principal,  and  completed 
his  education  at  the  Fostoria  Normal  School,  then 
under  the  management  of  Prof.  J.  Fraise  Rich- 
ard. Thus  equipped,  he  took  up  the  profession 
of  a teacher  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  for 
the  succeeding  sixteen  years  taught  at  various 
times  in  Henry,  Bloom  and  Perry  townships,  at 
from  $1.50  to  $2.25  a day.  He  had,  when 
younger,  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his 
brother  Henry,  and  during  vacations  worked  at  it 
in  order  to  increase  his  earnings.  Many  of  the 
younger  people  of  the  county  can  recall  the  days 
spent  under  Mr.  Yates’  tutelage,  and  the  friends 
he  made  then  have  been  constant  in  their  attach- 
ment to  him.  He  was  popular  as  a teacher, 


strict  in  his  discipline,  yet  sympathetic,  and  un- 
ceasing in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  best  interests 
j of  his  pupils,  and  his  example  of  the  worth  of  in- 
tellectual attainments  and  of  integrity  in  evert  - 
j day-life  was  not  thrown  away  upon  them. 

Mr.  Yates  was  married  in  Perry  township, 

| April  24,  1879,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hall,  who  was 
born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  January  1,  185- 
Her  parents,  Daniel  and  Mary  (Kirk)  Hall,  were 
natives  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  the  former  of 
j whom  came  to  Wood  county  in  1855,  locating 
in  Section  7,  Perry  township,  and  died  Decern - 
j ber  23,  1884,  at  West  Millgrove,  when  sixtv-six 
years  of  age.  The  mother  died  May  13,  1SS5. 

; leaving  three  children,  one  child,.  William,  hav- 
ing previously  passed  away.  Those  living  are 
Martha,  now  Mrs.  L.  L.  Yates;  Mrs.  James  A 
Yates,  and  Franklin,  who  resides  at  West  Mill- 
grove.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yates  are 
| Mertie  E.,  born  September  9,  1S80,  and  Edna* 
‘P.,  born  August  12,  1884  Mr.  Yates' first  loca- 
tion after  his  marriage  was  in  Section  7,  in  Perrv 
township,  he  afterward  removing  to  his  present 
farm  on  the  Northwest  Quarter  of  Section  8. 
where  he  owns  160  acres.  Since  his  removal  to 
this  place  he  has  devoted  himself  exclusively  to 
farming,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful. 
He  has  an  excellent  piece  of  property,  and  has 
bestowed  much  care  on  its  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation. 

Until  1895  ^r-  Yates  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  his  great  abhorrence 
of  the  liquor  traffic,  with  all  its  attendant  evils, 
has  induced  him  to  transfer  his  allegiance  to  the 
| cause  of  Prohibition,  which  he  believes  to  be  the 
only  remedy  for  this  curse  of  the  country.  He 
' is  enthusiastic  on  the  subject,  and  exerts  all  his 
I influence  in  behalf  of  temperance  and  sobriety. 

; He  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  and  has  re- 
fused all  tenders  of  a nomination  to  any  public 
position;  but  he  is  a loyal  citizen,  one  who  ha> 
the  good  of  his  community  at  heart,  and  is  always 
ready  to  assist  in  any  enterprise  looking  to  its 
welfare.  Mr.  Yates  is  a consistent  member  v 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  > 
i at  present  a trustee,  and  was  for  six  years  super- 
! intendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  is  also  the 
j president  of  the  township  board  of  educate  ' 
i He  is  a well-read  man,  posted  on  all  topics  of  tin 
day,  and  a genial,  companionable  gentleman. 

I 

Henry  Rothenbuiii.ee,  a prominent  young 
agriculturist  of  Webster  township,  is  a s<>n  of  >me 
of  the  pioneer  farmers,  John  W.  RothcnbuMer 
I and  was  born  in  Webster  township,  August  28. 

1 1S60.  His  education  w’as obtained  in  the  sch<v 
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of  his  district,  and  until  the  age  of  twenty-five  he 
remained  at  home  assisting  his  father. 

He  was  married  June  1 6.  1885,  in  Ann  Ar- 
bor, Mich.,  to  Miss  Sophia  Helena  Rothenbuhler, 
who  was  born  May  23,  1S64,  the  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Mary  Rothenbuhler,  of  Troy 
township.  They  have  one  son,  George  IT.,  born  \ 
January  23,  1886,  a bright,  intelligent  boy,  who  | 
is  already  taking. a high  rank  as  a student.  Aft- 
er his  marriage  Mr.  Rothenbuhler  settled  upon  a ! 
farm  of  twenty  acres,  which  he  improved  and  j 
sold,  buying  a tract  of  forty  acres  near  Luckey. 
Here  his  industry  and  frugality  have  brought  him 
prosperity,  of  which  his  handsome  residence  and 
modern  farm  buildings  give  pleasing  evidence. 

Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  and  his  , 
wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  at  Luckey. 

Thomas  Kneale  Craine.  There  is  proba- 
bly no  man  in  Lake  township  wider  or  more  . 
favorably  known  than  Mr.  Craine,  who  came  to 
this  section  of  the  country  in  the  pioneer  days, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  important  factors  1 
in  its  progress  and  development.  A native  of  1 
the  Isle  of  Man,  he  was  born  March  10,  1825, 
at  the  home  of  his  parents,  fames  and  Isabel 
fKneale)  Craine.  His  father,  who  was  also  born 
on  the  Isle  of  Man,  was  constable  for  manv 
years  at  Dollybeg,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  aged  sev- 
enty-eight years.  His  wife  was  aboutseventy-two 
years  of  age  when  she  was  called  from  this  life,  and 
they  were  both  faithful  members  of  the  Church  of 
England.  In  their  family  were  thefollowing  chil- 
dren: John,  whodied  on  the  Isle  of  Man;  Mary, 

who  became  the  wife  of  john  Lewin,  and  died  on 
the  same  island  ; Catherine,  widow  o Av.  Kinney, 
and  Isabel,  widow  of  Richard  Cowley,  both  still  re- 
siding on  the  Isle  of  Man;  Ann,  wife  of  Ned  Kew- 
ley,  of  Galva,  111. ; James,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
Thomas  K.,  subject  of  this  review;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  John  Kneen,  of  0'P>rien  county,  Iowa; 
and  William,  deceased. 

In  his  native  land  our  subject  was  reared  and 
educated,  there  learning  the  stone-mason's  and 
plasterer’s  trades;  but  when  still  a young  man, 
believing  that  in  America  he  could  more  easily 
secure  a competence,  he  took  ship,  and  after  a 
voyage  of  three  weeks  and  one  day  landed  at 
New  York.  This  was  in  1850,  but  in  1 893  v hen 
he  made  a visit  to  his  old  home,  he  was  only 
eight  days  in  crossing,  while  on  the  return  trip. . 
which  was  made  on  tin.:  largest  vessel  on  the 
ocean,  it  required  but  five  days  and  twelve  hours. 
On  his  first  arrival  in  the  New  World,  Mr. 
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Craine  located  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , where  he  re- 
mained for  a y-ear,  during  which  time  he  was, em- 
ployed on  a stone  church,  and  then  went  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  two  years  were  spent  in 
learning  brick  laying,  at  which  he  then  worked  in 
that  city  for  six  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  in  Lake  township,  Wood 
county,  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1859,  on 
which  he  erected  a log  cabin.  On  January  1, 
1S60,  his  family,  which  then  consisted  of  his 
wife  and  two  children,  located  upon  the  farm, 
while  he  still  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  in 
Toledo  until  about  1873;  but-  since  that  time  he 
has  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  his  land,  though  at  various 
places  in  the  community  he  has  subsequently 
been  employed  on  odd  jobs.  In  Cleveland  he 
had  earned  the  money  with  which  to  buy  his 
place,  and  after  paying  for  it  had  $20  remaining. 
He  was  fortunate  in  securing  a tract  cf  land  of 
remarkable  fertility,  which,  in  its  present  high 
state  of  cultivation,  yields  in  abundance  the 
choice  products  of  northwestern  Ohio. 

In  Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  14,  1855,  Mr. 
Craine  was  married  to  Miss  jane  Cowles,  who 
was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  December  12,  1833; 
but  June  15,  1889,  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  her  who  had  for  almqst  thirty-four 
years  been  his  faithful  companion  and  helpmeet. 
To  this  union  came  the  following  children:  ( 1) 

Mary  Jane,  born  July  7,  1856,  is  the  wife  of 

B.  M.  Crandall,  of  Lake  township,  by  whom  she 
has  four  children — Thomas,  Ethel,  Gray  and 
Bernice.  (2)  William  James,  born  September 
16,  1858,  is  a merchant  of  MermiH,  Ohio,  it' 
Florence  O.,  born  June  16,  1860,  married  Charles 
Coy,  of  Ross  township,  Wood  county,  and  has 
one  son — Aaron.  (4)  Charles  J.,  born  Septem- 
ber 19,  1861,  wedded  Maggie  Rideout,  by  whom 
he  has  twin  boys — Thomas  and  Isaac.  (5}  Alice 
O. , born  February  17,  1863,  died  March  12, 
1877.  (6)  Kneale  Henry,  born  December  9, 

1864,  died  December  24.  following.  (7)  Henry 
K.,  born  November  3,  1865,  is  a merchant  of 
Mertnill,  and  by  his  marriage  with  Nellie  Bacon 
has  one  child — Opal.  (8)  Isabel  C.,  born  Decem- 
ber 16,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Webb, 

and  has  two  daughters-  -Mildred  and  Rachel. 
9)  Richard  C.,  born  March  30,  1868,  died 

January  7,  1895.  (IO)  Clara  L.,  born  May  r, 
1870,  is  the  wife  of  George  Blandin,  of  Lake 
township.  Edward  J.,  born  April  3.  1872;  and 
Alma  IT,  born  November  3,  1873,  are  b ;h  ■ t 
home.  In  politics  Mr.  Craine  was  formeriv  a 
Republican,  but  is  now  a Prohibitionist,  and  an 
earnest  and  strong  advocate  of  any  legislation 
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or  method  that  will  suppress  the  liquor  traffic.  ] 
He  holSs  membership  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  an  intelligent,  well-read  man,  and  has  one 
of  the  best  libraries  to  be  found  in  the  locality, 
while  his  pleasant,  genial  manner  has  won  him 
many  warm  friends  throughout  the  community. 

William  Marion  Mercer  is  a well-known 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  established  fami- 
lies of  Wood  county- — his  parents.  Abraham  and 
Harriet  (Rice)  Mercer,  having  located  here  at  an 
early  day.  He  was  born  in  Liberty  township,  | 
June  15,  1852,  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  arrived  at 
a suitable  age,  entered  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  where  he  acquired  an  unusually 
good  English  education,  for  the  time,  his  natural 
abilities  leading  him  to  make  the  most  of  every 
opportunity  offered  him.  He  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farm  lads,  and  aided  his  father 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  old  homestead  until  he 
went  to  a home  of  his  own.  At  the  time  of  his  j 
marriage  his  father  gave  him  forty  acres  of  land — j 
his  present  property — and  he  now  has  seven  oil  j 
wells  upon  the  place,  producing  four  hundred 
barrels  per  day,  from  which  he  derives  the  excel-  j 
lent  income  of  about  ,$50  per  day.  In  1872  he 
erected  thereon  a good  residence,  and  now  has  a 
pleasant  horrje  and  a valuable  property. 

In  1872,  in  Liberty  township,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mercer  and  Miss  Susan  E. 
Donzy,  who  was  born  in  Liberty  township  De- 
cember 6,  1853,  a daughter  of  Peter  Frederick 
and  Catherine  E.  Donzy.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  a family  of  four  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  Dana 
Otto,  Clement  Artus  and  Benjamin  Elwood. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Disciples  Church, 
of  Rudolph,  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work 
and  upbuilding.  Mr.  Mercer  is  a very  important  j 
factor  in  public  affairs,  gives  a hearty  support  to 
all  interests  calculated  to  benefit  the  community 
at  large,  and  has  served  as  school  clerk  and 
school  director  for  three  years.  He  is  an  in- 
dustrious, energetic  worker,  a man  of  rare  judg- 
ment and  good  sense,  and  to-day  stands  among 
the  leading  farmers  of  Liberty  township. 

Robert  W.  McMahan,  treasurer  of  Wood 
county,  and  a prominent  business  man  of  Bowling 


Ohio,  October  9,  1842. 

John  McMahan,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
October  21,  1769,  in  Ireland.  He  was  a weaver 
by  trade,  and,  coming  to  America  in  early  man- 
hood, he  followed  that  business  for  many  years, 
and  died  in  Jeromeville,  May  14,  1844.  He 


married  Miss  Margaret  Hargrove,  a native  of 
England,  who  was  born  July  11,  1778,  and  died 
September  18,  1838.  She  came  to  this  country 
with  her  parents,  John  and  Sarah  Hargrove,  in 
1784,  from  Newry,  Ireland,  and  settled  in  Som- 
erset county,  Md.,  where  Mrs.  Hargrove  died, 
November  6,  1S17,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
Mr.  Hargrove  died  in  Jeromeville,  December 
26,  1825. 

Robert  McMahan,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Penn.,  January  5, 
1808,  and  was  married  in  Danville,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1839,  to  Miss  Emily  A.  Whitney,  a na- 
tive of  Tunbridge,  Vt. , born  February  5,  1S10. 
Her  father,  Thomas  Whitney,  was  born  in  Tol- 
land county,  Conn.,  in  1790,  was  married  at 
Tunbridge,  to  Miss  Fannie  Jennings,  and  some 
years  later  moved  to  Danville,  where  he  settled 
permanently.  Robert  McMahan  was  a merchant, 
and  engaged  in  business  in  several  towns  in  this 
State,  among  them  Loudonville,  Jeromeville, 
Ashland  and  Crestline,  before  coming,  in  1861, 
to  Wood  county,  where  he  located  at  Portage, 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  and  mercantile  pur- 
suits until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  12, 
1886.  His  wife  died  in  February,  1S90.  They 
were  devout  Presbyterians,  and  preserved  the 
strict  principles  of  their  Covenanter  ancestors. 

Our  subject  received  a good  common-school 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  came  to 
Wood  county.  He  worked  on  a farm  some  ten 
years,  and  then  went  into  the  grocery  business, 
gradually  enlarging  his  store  to  include  general 
merchandise.  Subsequently  he  became  a hard- 
ware merchant  of  Bowling  Green.  After  some 
j five  or  six  years  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the 
lime  business  tit  Portage,  and  two  years  later,  in 
1888,  he  organized  the  Snow  Flake  Lime  Co.,  of 
which  he  became  presidemt.  His  well-known 
integrity,  good  judgment,  and  executive  ability 
have  made  him  a leader  in  the  Republican  party 
in  his  locality.  He  has  served  as  coroner  of  the 
county,  and  in  November,  1895,  was  elected  to 
! the  office  of  county  treasurer.  In  1884  he  was 
chosen  a delegate  to  the  Republican  National 
Convention.  Socially  he  is  prominent,  being  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P. , of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and 
Encampment,  and  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He 
is  identified  with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  with 
the  order  of  Maccabees.  Whitney  Lodge  I.  O 
O.  F.  was  organized  by  his  father  and  hitnsell 
man}  years  ago. 

Our  subject  was  married  June  15.  i860,  f’ 
Miss  Kate  Osb  rne,  a native  of  Wood  county, 
and  whose  death  occurred  December  2,  1872. 
Clarence  Jennings  McMahan,  the  only  child 
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of  tins  union,  was  born  July  19,  1870,  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Portage  and  at  Oberlin 
College.  After  one  year  in  the  employ  of  the  T. 
& O.  C.  R.  R. , as  agent  at  Portage,  he  became 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Snow  Flake  Lime 
Co.,  which  position  he  has  since  filled  satisfac- 
torily. He  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Ohio  Lime  Co.,  with  offices  at  Toledo,  in  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  building,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  best  of  the  young  business 
men  of  the  county.  He  is  a young  man  of  high 
moral  principals,  and  an  active  worker  in  Church 
work. 

Frankfother  Bros.  , dealers  in  buggies,  car- 
riages, and  wagons,  and  manufacturers  of  wagons, 
are  known  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  firms 
in  Wood  county,  and,  indeed,  in  their  section  of 
the  State.  The  firm  is  composed  of  \V.  S.  and 
O.  D.  Frankfother. 

Their  parents,  David  and  Mary  (Boozer)  F'rank- 
fother,  were  both  born  in  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  and  were  married  in  Bloom  township,  Wood 
county.  David  Frankfother  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’strade  in  early  life;  but  having  met  with  apain- 
ful  accident,  he  was  obliged  to  go  on  crutches  for 
life,  his  right  knee  being  permanently  injured. 
After  marriage  he  settled  at  Bloom  Center,  where 
his  father.  Frederick  Frankfother,  also  lived,  and 
father  and  son  made  the  first  furniture  fpr  the 
latter’s  house,  doing  all  the  work  by  hand.  Fred- 
erick Frankfother  was  an  all-around  mechanic, 
wheelwright,  gunsmith,  carpenter, etc.  After  a few 
years  David  Frankfother  removed  his  family  to  a 
forty-acre  farm  in  Montgomery  township,  and 
built  a shop  on  it,  following  his  trade  as  much 
as  possible.  Flere  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  in  1878,  respected  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him.  Flight  children  were  born 
to  him  and  his  wife,  of  whom  W.  S.  was  born 
September  12,  1853,  in  Bloom  Center;  Thomas, 
who  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  died  in  1893,  in 
Montgomery  township;  Lafayette  died  in  infancy; 
Charles,  who  is  a building  mover  by  trade,  lives 
in  Portage  township;  Orville  D.  is  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Frankfother  Bros.;  Margaret  E. 
died  young;  Eli  is  a wagon  maker  of  Jerry  City; 
Rosetta  died  young.  The  father,  though  handi- 
capped by  his  crippled  condition,  supported  his 
family  in  comfort,  and  never  made  a single  effort 
to  accumulate  a fortune  by  depriving  them  of 
any  comforts,  As  it  was,  he  became  well-to-do, 
having  a good  business  in  his  line  in  Montgomery 
township,  and  he  also  owned  a half-interest  in  a 
wagon  shop  at  Jerry  City,  from  which  sources  he 
derived  a very  fair  income.  He  was  a kind  and 


| generous  father,  a good  husband,  and  a useful, 
progressive  citizen  of  the  community  in  which  he 
made  his  home,  favoring  advancement  in  every 
j line.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  though 
j an  ardent  party  man,  was  not  a politician,  giving 
no  time  to  such  matters.  His  remains  now  rest 
* in  the  Mennonite  cemetery,  in  Perrv  township. 
Mrs.  Frankfother  lived  on  the  farm  until  her 
second  marriage,  when  she  removed  to  Sanduskv 
j county,  and  she  now  has  a comfortable  home  in 
Jerry  City.  She  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
i Methodist  Protestant  Church,  to  which'  Mr. 

I 

1 Frankfother  also  belonged. 

W.  S.  -Frankfother  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  the  district  schools  in  his  youth,  but  he  was 
never  over  fond  of  study,  preferring  to  spend  his 
j time  in  mechanical  work,  and  he  was  always  de- 
I lighted  to  work  with  his  father  in  the  wagon 
| shop.  Fie  acquired  thus  a knowledge  of  wagon 
| making  in  early  manhood;  but  when  eighteen 
i years  of  age  he  commenced  to  work  for  Adam 
' Graham,  a farmer,  with  whom  he  continued  for 
| sometime.  During  the  “seventies,”  when  the 
. Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad  was  being  built 
through  Wood  county,  he  was  employed  at 
j grading  and  other  work  connected  therewith,  and 
finally  drifted  to  North  Baltimore,  where  he 
found  employment  in  a shingle-mill,  and  acquired 
! an  interest  in  the  business.  This  he  traded  for  a 
| wagon  shop  in  North  Baltimore,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  about  one  year,  in  1876  coming  to 
! Jerry  City,  where  he  was  given  charge  of  his 
farther’s  interest  in  the  wagon  shop  established 
by  Hunsicker  & Beck.  At  that  time  his  father 
had  a half-interest  in  the  business,  the  other  half 
being  owned  by  Mr.  Hunsicker  and  our  subject's 
brother,  Thomas.  After  a time  Thomas  retired, 

| and,  in  1882,  W.  S.  bought  the  interest  of  his 
| father's  estate,  his  brother  Orville  D.  purchasing 
; Mr.  Hunsicker’s  share,  and  since  that  time  the 
firm  has  been  I'rankfother  Bros.  W.  S.  Frank- 
j fother  is  a thorough  mechanic,  and  makes  a 
I specialty  of  wood-working,  having  full  charge  of 
that  branch  of  the  business.  When  the  brothers 
took  possession  the  business  was  simply  for  the 
: manufacture  of  wagons,  and  they  have  not  only 
I enlarged  this  department  until  their  wagons  have 
a wide  reputation  throughout  this  section  of  tin; 
State,  but  have  also  engaged  in  dealing  in  buggies 
and  carriages,  handling  inanv  different  makes  of 
j vehicles.  They  built  up  an  extensive  business  by 
fair,  honest  dealing,  and  their  patronage  comes 
from  miles  around;  thcii  success  is  well  merite  i, 
for  they  are  hard-working  men,  respected  by  all 
i who  come  in  contact  with  them,  either  in  business 
I or  social  circles,  for  their  industry  and  integrity. 
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Tlfey  are  energetic  citizens  of  the  town  in  which  j 
they  make  their  home,  wide-awake  to  every  thing  ! 
that  will  advance  the  interests  of  the  section  in  | 
which  they  have  lived  all  their  lives.  \V . S.  j 
Frankfother  was  married  in  Bloom  township,  ' 
in  September,  1876,  to  Miss  Ann  Sherwood,  ! 
danghter  of  Benjamin  Sherwood,  a farmer,  and 
children  as  follows  have  blessed  their  union:  i 
RosellafMrs.  Hiram  Tyson,  of  Bloom  township), 
and  Aaron  D.,  Chester  A.,  Lena  and  Gail,  all 
four  at  home.  Mr.  Frankfother  is  a Democrat, 
in  politics,  is  active  in  public  affairs,  and  served 
as  a member  of  the  city  council.  He  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Radical  U.  B.  Church. 

Orville  D.  Frankfother  was  born  in  1859,  ' 
in  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county,  received  | 
his  primary  education  in  the  district  schools,  and,  j 
later,  attended  a select  school  in  Jerry  City, 
taught  by  Edward  Hubbard,  who  was  a most  j 
excellent  instructor.  Mr.  Frankfother  learned 
readily,  and,  having  fitted  himself  to  teach,  he 
followed  that  profession,  in  1881  teaching  in 
Thrush  District,  Henry  township.  In  November, 
1882,  he  came  to  Jerry  City,  and,  as  above 
stated,  purchased  an  interest  in  the  wagon  busi- 
ness, which  he  and  his  brother  have  since  con- 
ducted. Like  his  brother  he  keeps  well  abreast 
of  the  times,  and  has  won  the  confidence  of  all 
his  associates;  he  does  not  give  his  attention  to 
any  department  in  particular,  doing  everything  j 
that  comes  to  his  hand.  Since  1890  he  has  ! 
served  as  city  marshal,  but  he  is  not  an  office 
seeker,  and,  beyond  casting  his ' vote  for  the 
Democratic  party,  gives  little  attention  to  poli- 
tics. In  July,  1889,  he  was  married,  in  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Cora  E.  Sell,  and  they  have  had 
one  child,  Lila  M. 

D.  L.  Soule.  The  history  of  Wood  county 
would  be  incomplete  without  mention  of  our  j 
subject  and  the  family  to  which  he  belongs.  He 
was  born  in  Portage  township,  February  5,  1851, 
and  is  a son  of  John  E.  and  Rachel  (Burgess) 
Soule.  The  father,  a native  of  Germany,  came  j 
to  America  when  a young  man  with  his  brother 
Lorenzo,  and  was  married  in  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  Wood  county.  In  \ 
Portage  township  he  purchased  fortv  acres  of 
land  which  he  afterward  sold,  removing  then  to 
Webster  township.  His  first  wife  died  in  Huron 
county,  and  his  second  wife  still  survives  him. 
The  children  of  the  first  union  are  Silas  W. , 
who  died  in  January,  1892;  D.  L. ; and  JohnE., 
a farmer  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Soule,  of  this  sketch,  was  a child  of 
seven  years  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and 


then  lived  with  different  farmers  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  resided  with  Mr.  Henry  of  Portage 
township,  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  during 
that  time  worked  on  the  farm  through  the  sum- 
mer and  attended  school  through  the  winter.  He 
afterward  worked  for  other  farmers,  receiving 
from  $13  to  $20  per  month.  By  hard  study  m 
the  evenings  he  qualified  himself  for  teaching, 
and  on  attaining  his  majority  embarked  in  that 
profession.  He  afterward  rented  land  which  he 
operated  for  about  five  years. 

As  a companion  and  helpmeet  on  life's  jour- 
ney, Mr.  Soule  chose  Hannah  E.  Jones,  ami 
their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Liberty.  Octo- 
ber 15,  1878.  She  was  born  near  Richland  Cen- 
ter, Wis.,  March  1,  1S52,  a daughter  of  Gideon 
and  Nancy  (McMahon)  Jones.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  when  a young 
man  removed  to  Liberty  township,  Wood  county, 
where  he  was  married.  He  afterward  took  his 
family  to  Richland  Center,  Wis.,  where  he  car- 
ried on  fanning  and  rail  splitting.  In  the  '50s 
he  engaged  in  prospecting  for  gold  at  Pikes  Peak. 
When  tlie  war  broke  out  he  returned  to  Toledo, 
Ohio,  and  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  as 
a private.  He  was  killed  at  Honey  Hill,  and  was 
buried  on  the  field  of  battle.  His  widow,  who 
had  removed  to  Liberty  township,  Wood  county, 
died  January  13,  1S95.  They  had  bur  two  chil- 
dren— Lewis,  of  Liberty  township;  and  Mrs. 
Soule. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject 
operated  a rented  farm,  and  then  purchased  forty 
acres  of  his  present  farm.  He  afterward  bought 
a residence  and  ten  acres  of  land  that  in  the 
summer  of  1S95  he  exchanged  for  a house  and 
three  lots  in  Omaha,  Neb.  He  has  five  oil  weiL 
upon  his  farm,  and  his  wife  also  has  a like  number 
on  fortv  acres  of  land  which  she  owns  in  Liberty 
township.  In  politics  he  is  a Prohibitionist 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Soule  are  members  of  the 
Disciples  Church,  and  in  social  circles  they  hold 
an  enviable  position. 

William  L.  Ross.  Among  the  many  esti- 
mable citizens  of  Weston  township,  none  is  more 
highly  respected  or  better  beloved  than  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  wit" 
is  one  of  the  wealthy  farmers  of  that  township 

Joseph  W.  Ross,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1820,  and  when  a 
young  man  came  west,  settling  first  in  Holme- 
county,  Ohio,  an  1 later  going  to  Freeport,  !d-  • 
where  lie  bought  f.  •rty  acres  of  i aid  on  which  1. 
made  his  home  for  seven  years.  He  then  u 
turned  to  Ohio,  and,  coming  to  Wood  count' 
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located  in  what  is  now  Grand  Rapids  township. 
At  various  times  lie  purchased  120  acres  of  land, 
of  which  he  retained  eighty,  and  resided  thereon 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  married,  Febru- 
ary 16,  1843,  to  Miss  Mary  Barton,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Margaret,  who  married 

Samuel  Brown,  and  is  now  deceased:  William 

L.  ; and  Eulalia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Pugh,  (both  are  deceased).  Mr.  Ross  died  June 
24,  1883,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  June  2, 
1893- 

William  L.  Ross  was  born  August  19.  1846, 
in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  Beaver  Creek.  He  re- 
mained at  home,  assisting  his  father  upon  the 
farm,  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  old,  -when 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Hey- 
man.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ross  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Weston  township,  which  he  has  j 
brought  under  fine  cultivation,  and  on  which  he 
has  erected  one  of  the  most  palatial  homes  of  ! 
Wood  county.  His  wife  also  owns  forty  acres  I 
of  improved  land  in  the  corporation  of  Weston, 
making  in  all  1 20  acres,  which  Mr.  Ross  operates. 
Six  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  this  esti- 
mable couple,  viz.:  Nellie  B.,  born  April  26, 

1872;  Maud  M.,  born  October  28,  1874;  Charles 
K. , born  in  June,  1876,  farming  on  his  father’s 
place;  Ralph  R.,  born  September  16,  1SS0;  May 

M. ,  born  September  25,  1882;  and  Ethel  Rose,  : 

born  June  22,  1884.  Mr.  Ross  at  one  time 

taught  school,  and  has  been  a school  director  for 
fifteen  years,  and  also  clerk  of  the  school  board. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  a member  and 
elder  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  while 
his  wife  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
Mr.  Ross  has  always  been  a total  abstainer  never 
having  used  intoxicating  liquors  or  tobacco,  and 
owes  his  present  prosperity  to  strict  economy  and 
close  attention  to  business.  He  is  a man  of  fine 
character,  genial  disposition,  social  temperament, 
and  is  greatly  beloved  in  the  home  circle,  as  well 
as  by  a large  number  of  friends  in  all  classes  of 
society.  His  example  is  one  which  the  young 
men  of  to-day  would  do  well  to  follow,  if  they 
desired  to  secure  the  same  results,  and  become 
not  only  prosperous,  but  worthy  and  respected 
citizens. 

E.  R.  Rissek,  who  for  years  has  been  a sub- 
stantial farmer  and  one  of  the  best-known  and 
most  popular  citizens  of  Perry  township,  was 
horn  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  June  11,  1846,  son  of 
Christian  and  Magdaline  Echclberger  Riw  r. 

Christian  Risser  was  a native  of  Germany* 
born  in  May,  1812.  When  only  seventeen  years 


! old  he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New 
York  City  and  going  thence  to  Buffalo,  and  later 
to  Cleveland.  From  the  latter  city  he  walked  to 
Ashland,  Ohio,  his  feet  being  blistered  by  the 
long  journey.  By  trade  he  was  a shoemaker, 

; and  he  worked  at  his  calling  a number  of  years  in 
j Ashland.  After  some  years,  by  his  help  and  iu- 
j fluence,  two  of  his  brothers,  facob  and  Henry, 
came  to  this  country  with  their  families,  settling 
in  Ashland.  Mr.  Risser  was  married  in  Ashland 
to  Miss  Mary  Risser,  who,  although  -of  the  same 
name,  was  no  relative.  She  bore  him  three 
children:  Abraham,  who  grew  to  manhood,  was 

a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  died  in  West  Mill- 
grove;  Daniel,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Chris- 
tian A.,  a leading  shoe  merchant  of  Findlay, 
Ohio.  After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these 
children  Mr.  Risser  married  Magdaline  Echel- 
berger,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  near  his  own 
birthplace.  To  this  union  two  cnildren  were 
born:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Moses  Legron,  of  Perry, 

and  our  subject. 

In  the  spring  of  [848  Mr.  Risser  traded  his 
house  and  lot  in  Ashland  for  160  acres  of  land  in 
Section  33,  in  Portage  township,  Wood  county, 
and  removing  into  the  place  set  up  a shoe- 
maker's shop,  employing  three  men  and  securing 
custom  from  all  around  the  vicinity.  In  those 
early  days  living  was  somewhat  different  from  the 
present.  The  farmers  had  plenty  of  corn  bread, 
but  very  little  bread  made  from  wheat,  and  for 
six  months  at  a time  would  have  no  “white” 
bread  in  the  house.  Maple  syrup  and  sugar  were 
made  in  large  quantities,  and  were  a staple  article 
of  trade.  One  year  a doctor’s  bill  of  $40  was 
paid  (Dr.  Ranger's,  of  West  Millgrove),  all  in 
these  products.  Game  was  plentiful,  and  the 
settlers  could  not  complain  of  lack  of  provisions, 
but  malaria  and  fever  and  ague  were  prevalent, 
and  many  of  the  comforts  of  older  communities 
were  lacking.  After  five  years’  residence  on  this 
place  Mr.  Risser  traded  his  oxen  and  cows  for 
property  at  West  Millgrove,  which  he  bought 
from  Osman  Divers.  Later  he  purchased  corner 
property  in  that  village,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
until  his  removal  to  Section  10,  Perry  township, 
where  he  owned  1C0  acres  of  land.  He  had  at 
I this  time  given  up  doing  much  active  work,  but 
I set  up  his  work-bench  at  home,  and  continued  to 
do  shoemaking  for  his  family  and  his  near 
neighbors.  His  death  took  place  in  February, 
18S6,  his  wife  having  passed  away  November  30, 
1884.  Both  are  interred  at  West  Millgrove 
Christian  Risser  was  a generous  easy-going, 
benevolent  man;  anybody  could  obtain  help  from 
him  by  relating  a story  of  misfortune,  and  he  was 
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frequently  imposed  upon  b)7  people  who  knew  of 
this  trait  of  his  character.  After  his  death  over 
$2,000  were  found  on  his  books  which  had  never 
been  collected  from  his  debtors.  He  never  sued 
any  one,  and  was  never  sued  himself.  He  began 
life  a poor  boy,  but  by  constant  industry  and 
economy  became  quite  well-to-do.  He  died  from 
general  failure  of  his  powers.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  belief,  but  was  not  a parti- 
san, and  took  no  active  part  in  public  affairs 
He  was  very  fond  of  his  home,  and  was  always 
to  be  found  there  when  not  at  work.  Quiet  in 
his  manners,  he  was  yet  decided  in  his  opinions, 
and  of  high  principles,  and  was  greatly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Mennonite  Church. 

E.  R.  Risser,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
received  a limited  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  West  Millgrove,  which  were  much  inferior  to 
those  of  the  present  day.  When  a lad  he  worked 
around  the  country  for  different  farmers,  his  first 
employer  being  John  jelison,  who  paid  him  one 
cent  a day  and  his  dinner.  As  soon  as  he  was 
old  enough  his  father  gave  him  twenty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  worked  for  himself.  He  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  Oc- 
tober 23,  1S66,  to  Miss  Matilda  Kelso,  who  was 
born  in  Lexington,  Richland  Co.,  Ohio,  August 
8,  1846.  Her  parents  were  Samuel  and  Anna 
(Miller)  Kelso,  the  former  born  in  Cumberland 
county,  Penn.,  December  23,  1823.  He  was 
married  in  Richland  county,  November  4,  1845, 
and  had  a family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Risser  was  the  eldest.  Mr.  Kelso  was  a 
Lutheran  minister,  but  was  preaching  in  the 
Congregational  Church  at  West  Millgrove  at  the 
time  of  his  daughter's  marriage. 

For  a short  time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Risser 
lived  at  West  Millgrove,  and,  in  the  spring  of 

1867,  removed  to  a farm  of  twenty  acres  belong- 
ing to  his  father,  in  Section  8,  Perry  township. 
Here  he  remained  one  year,  and  in  February, 

1868,  settled  on  his  farm,  which  is  in  Section  to, 
in  the  same  township.  This  place  he  rented  from 
his  father  until  January,  1885,  when  he  pur- 
chased it,  and  has  spent  much  hard  labor  on  the 
property,  greatly  improving  it  in  many  ways. 
He  met  with  success  financially,  and  became  one 
of  the  substantial  and  progressive  agriculturists 
of  the  township.  On  January  4,  1896,  Mr.  Risser 
purchased  a property  in  the  village  of  Millgrove, 
remodeled  the  residence  into  a very  comfortable 
and  attractive  home,  and  moved  into  it,  leaving 
the  farm  in  the  hands  of  his  son,  Albert  C. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Risser  are 
as  follows:  Wilbur  H.  (died  September  6,  i8S6); 


Clara  M. , the  wife  of  Harry  Vosburg,  of  Bloom 
township,  to  whom  has  been  born  one  child — 
Claud  PI.;  Flora  E.  (died  February  it,  1S04); 
Charles  E. , a carpenter  by  trade;  Albert  C. , a 
farmer  in  Perry  township;  Mary  A.  (died  April 
| 29,  1890);  Howard  H.  (died  March  17,  1 SS2 j ; 
and  Bertha  A. 

Mr.  Risser  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
views,  but  looks  more  to  the  fitness  of  a man 
who  is  a candidate  for  public  office  than  to  his 
party  affiliation.  He  has  served  eight  years  as 
trustee  of  Perry  township,  and  is  regarded  as  a 
good  man  in  every  respect.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  West 
Millgrove,  .in  which  he  has  been  a deacon  for 
many  years. 

J.  M.  Lawrence,  the  leading  blacksmith  and 
iron-worker  of  Prairie  Depot,  has  the  oldest  es- 
tablished institution  of  the  kind  in  the  place, 
where  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  enter- 
j prising  and  progressive  business  men.  A native 
of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born  at  Terre  Hill,  Lan- 
caster county,  February  18,  1853,  and  was  the 
oldest  child  of  George  and  Mary  (Newpher)  Law- 
1 rence,  the  former  of  Spanish  extraction,  and  the 
latter  of  German  lineage.  He  was  reared  by 
his  maternal  grandmother,  who,  though  kind 
to  him,  had  not  the  means  at  her  disposal  to 
give  him  an  education.  Pie  attended  the  com- 
i mon  schools  for  a short  time,  but  only  before  the 
age  when  he  was  old  enough  to  learn  well  and 
rapidly. 

As  he  was  not  under  the  strict  discipline  of 
parents,  Mr.  Lawrence-  became  well  posted  in 
i worldly  knowledge  at  an  earl)’  age,  and  when  six- 
teen years  old  he  concluded  he  would  see  more  of 
the  world  than  what  was  visible  from  that  portion 
of  his  native  State.  Pie  left  home  against  the  will 
of  those  to  whom  he  ow’ed  allegiance,  and  with- 
out mono}’  or  clothes,  save  those  he  wore,  he  came 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  find  a friend  in  Capt.  Brigham,  of  the 
steambarge  ‘ ‘ Esterbrook,  ” who  gave  the  boy  a 
position  on  that  vessel,  which  plied  between 
Cleveland  and  Bay  City,  Mich.,  in  the  lumber 
trade.  For  four  seasons  he  was  thus  engaged, 
and  later  was  for  some  time  wheelman  on  tin- 
“ Birkland,”  of  Toledo.  Like  many  sailors  h 
made  money,  but  spent  it  with  equal  rapid*  t\ 
On  leaving  the  lakes.  Mr.  Lawrence  went  to  W • -t 
Millgrove,  Wood  county,  where  his  stepfather. 
Arnos  Wean,  and  mother  were  then  living,  > 
there  began  to  learn  his  trade  under  the  direct:  :1 
of  R.  L.  Knapp,  of  whom  he  later  bee  une  a 
i partner.  After  six  years  spent  at  that  place,  a 
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in  1878  came  to  Prairie  Depot,  which  at  that 
time  had  no  blacksmith,  and  took  the  shop  vacated 
by  the  death  of  Charles  Brooke,  where  he  has 
since  continued.  He  enjoys  to-day  one  of  the 
best  businesses  of  the  kind  in  the  county,  and  is. 
a skilled  and  thorough  workman.  Like  many 
young  men,  who  have  developed  into  our  best 
citizens,  he  lias  sown  his  wild  oats,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  most  straightfoward  and  reliable  busi- 
ness men  of  the  community. 

At  West  Millgrove  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Lawrence  and  Miss  Nettie  Phillips, 
a native  of  Iowa,  and  a daughter  of  J.  R.  Phillips, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children:  Avis 
M.,  and  Frank  N.  In  his  political  views,  our 
subject  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  in 
the  success  of  which  he  takes  quite  an  interest, 
and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Prairie  Depot 
council.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  Society,  of  that  place,  and  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Disciples  Church.  They  now  oc- 
cupy a pleasant  home  which  he  erected  in  1S90, 
and  he  has  also  built  a substantial  blacksmith 
shop. 

James  R.  Redfern,  of  Bloomdale,  a leading 
business  man  and  agriculturist  of  Bloom  town- 
ship, is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  pioneer  families.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph 
and  Ann  (Phillips)  Redfern,  and  was  born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1847,  in  township  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  attended  the  Hopewell  school  during 
boyhood,  that  being  his  only  opportunity  for  an 
education,  and  his  limitations  in  this  respect 
make  him  an  earnest  advocate  of  better  schools 
at  the  present  time.  Machinery  was  but  little 
used  in  his  early  days,  and  a farmer's  boy  found 
plenty  to  do.  His  four  elder  brothers  went  to 
the  army  in  the  first  years  of  the  Civil  war,  and 
his  father  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  leav- 
ing him,  a lad  of  fifteen,  to  conduct  the  farm,  a 
task  which  he  accomplished  with  rare  discretion, 
the  overwork,  however,  affecting  his  health 
permanently.  He  made  several  efforts  to  enter 
the  army  himself,  but  was  rejected  on  account 
of  his  youth.  After  the  war  closed  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  Thomas  Campbell, 
and  followed  it  for  seven  years,  when  he  bought 
120  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  township,  going  in 
debt  for  $4,000.  He  evidently  solved  the  prob- 
lem of  making  farming  pay,  as  the  returns  soon 
cleared  his  obligations,  his  profits  in  one  year 
amounting  to  $1,  100  net. 

On  December  13,  1877,  Mr.  Redfern  was 
married  in  New  Hampton,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Schoonover,  a native  of  Dubuque  county,  Iowa, 


and  the  daughter  of  R.  Ji.  Schoonover.  The 
two  families  had  been  on  terms  of  friendship  for 
; many  years.  The  young  couple  began  house- 
: keeping  on  the  farm  February  7,  1878.  remain- 
ing there  until  December  2,  1891,  when  Mr. 

I Redfern  moved  to  Bloomdale,  his  failing  health 
i making  a change  of  occupation  necessary.  He 
had  bought  a lot  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
j Mulberry  streets,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1891,  be- 
! gan  dealing  in  agricultural  implements.  In  1895 
j James  Rosendaie  became  associated  with  the 
i business,  which  is  now  carried  on  under  the  name 
! of  Rosendaie  & Redfern.  Mr.  Redfern  still  re- 
| tains  the  ownership  of  his  farm  and  fine  country 
j residence,  in  addition  to  his  town-property.  He 
is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Bloomdale  Creamery. 

; In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  his  shrewd 
I judgment  has  often  been  devoted  to  the  service 
of  the  community  in  various  official  positions, 
j He  was  township  trustee  for  nine  years,  personal 
property  assessor  for  two  terms,  and  real- estate 
| assessor  in  1S90,  serving  under  appointment  by 
: the  county  officials.  Since  coming  to  Bloomdale 
j he  has  decided  to  take  an  active  part  in  public 
! life,  lending  his  influence  in  quieter  ways  for  the 
| success  of  beneficial  movements.  . Socially,  he 
is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  No.  406,  and 
a charter  member  of  the  K.  of  P. , No.  24,  both 
; of  Bloomdale. 

J.  T.  Bever,  of  the  firm  of  Marshall  & Bever, 

1 grocers,  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 8,  1851.  His  parents  were  Joseph  and 

Elizabeth  (Knouse)  Bever,  the  former  of  whom 
; was  born  in  Virginia,  near  New  Market,  in  1814, 

I and  is  still  living  at  his  home  in  Fostoria.  Ohio. 

He  was  reared  in  Seneca  county,  and  entered  the 
: ministry  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  remain- 
ing in  active  service  for  over  half  a century.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1814,  and  lived 
| to  be  eighty-one  years  of  age,  dying  in  Seneca 
! count}'.  To  this  couple  were  born  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Henry  is  a carpenter  in  Tiffin,  and  was 
a captain  in  the  55th  O.  V.  I.;  Jerome  died  when 
young;  Alson  lives  in  Marion,  Ohio;  Loretta  died 
when  two  years  old;  Delanzo  is  a contractor  in 
Tiffin;  Lucius  is  a farmer  at  Kenton;  J.  T.,  subject 
of  this  sketch;  and  Milton,  attorney  at  law  in 
Fostoria. 

Jacob  Bever,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a pioneer  settler  in  Seneca  county,  where  his 
death  occurred.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Solomon,  a 

farmer  in  Seneca  county,  ia  eighty- four  years  old; 
Jonas  lived  in  Iowa,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years;  Susan  married  P.  Michael;  and  Joseph. 
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Our  subject’s  boyhood  was  spent  in  Seneca 
county,  and  when  nineteen  years  old  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  first  in 
Tiffin,  then  in  Fostoria,  and  finally  came  to 
Bowling  Green  in  1885,  and  occupied  himself  as 
a contractor  and  builder.  He  then  went  into 
the  undertaking  business,  which  he  left  to  become 
a member  of  the  present  grocery  firm.  In  1S75 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Katie  Rigby,  who  was 
born  in  Wood  county,  January  27,  1857.  They 
had  five  children — Myrtle,  Tempy,  Mina,  Ruth 
and  Remington.  The  first  born  died  when  three 
years  old.  Mr.  Bever  is  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

William  Brown,  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers 
of  Weston  township,  and  a prominent  stock-rais- 
er and  veterinary  surgeon,  was  born  in  Weston, 
September  23,  1833.  He  received  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  district  school  of  Beaver  Creek, 
later  taking  a course  in  the  Cleveland  Veterinary 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1851. 
He  settled  on  120  acres  of  land  in  Weston  town- 
ship, improved  it,  and  began  farming  and  prac- 
ticing veterinary  surgery.  He  erected  one  of  the 
finest  dwelling  houses  in  the  township  at  a cost 
of  $5,000,  together  with  barns,  outhouses,  etc. 
About  1880  Mr.  Brown  began  the  raising  of  fine 
blooded  stock,  his  first  venture  being  the  pur- 
chase of  a stallion  in  Kentucky,  since  which  time 
he  has  bred  and  raised  a splendid  lot  of  trotting, 
running,  and  draft  horses.  In  order  to  give  his 
stock  proper  training,  he  built  a half-mile  track  on 
the  place,  where  he  does  his  speeding. 

On  September  23,  1859,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Bassett,  a daughter  of 
Smith  Bassett,  a prominent  farmer  of  Washing- 
ton township,  where  she  was  born  May  23,  1839. 
Seven  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Ell- 

wood,  a farmer,  living  in  Waterville;  Lucy,  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Oswald,  a lumber  merchant  of 
Weston;  Elmer,  a farmer;  Lawrence  P.,  an  oper- 
ator in  a lumber-mill;  Holly,  residing  in  Weston; 
and  P'rank  and  Earl,  who  died  young.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Brown  is  a Republican,  and  in  religious 
faith  is  a member  of  the  Presbvterian  Church. 
He  is  of  a genial,  affable  nature,  and  has  a host  i 
of  friends. 

Alexander  Brown,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  a farmer  and  veterinary  surgeon.  In  Perry 
county  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  North,  and 
twelve  children  were  born  to  them,  those  living 
being:  Sarah,  the  wife  of  S.  Condit,  a farmer  in 

Oregon;  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Newton,  a farmer  in  Henry  county;  Samuel,  a 


farmer  in  Washington  county;  Maggie,  who 
married  Elliot  Warner,  and  they  live  in  East  To- 
ledo. The  deceased  are:  Caroline,  who  was  the 
wife  of  John  McKee;  James;  Morgan,  who  died 
in  the  army;  Jane,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  Mc- 
Clain; Anna,  who  was  the  wife  of  Leroy  Rowland; 
and  Joseph  and  Polly,  who  died  in  infancy. 

J.  M.  Grau,  M.  D.  In  the  life  of  this  gen- 
tleman, a leading  physician  of  Jerry  City,  is 
found  one  of  the  most  notable  instances  of  well- 
deserved  success.  Starting  in  life  with  no  capi- 
. ital  but  his  worthy  ambitions,  and  the  pluck,  en- 
| ergy  and  mental  ability  to  fulfill  them,  he  has 
j steadily  made  his  way  forward  upon  his  merits, 
and  already  takes  a high  rank  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. 

He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  September  19, 
1864,  in  Mayfield  township,  Cuyahoga  county, 
one  of  the  four  children  of  Frederick  and  Rosena 
(Reiter)  Grau,  of  Germany.  They  removed  to 
Geauga  county  when  our  subject  was  ten  years 
old,  and  still  reside  there.  Up  to  the  age  of  fif- 
teen Dr.  Grau  attended  the  district  schools  near 
his  home,  and  he  then  went  to  work  upon  neigh- 
boring farms,  saving  his  earnings  for  the  educa- 
tion which  he  desired.  At  nineteen  he  entered 
Geauga  Seminary,  at  Chester,  and  studied  there 
as  he  could  for  three  years,  teaching  in  the  mean- 
time. He  began  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  W. 
I.  Lyman,  of  Chester  Cross  Roads,  Geauga 
county,  and  in  September,  1889,  entered  West- 
ern Reserve  College,  Cleveland,  and  later  studied 
at  the  University  of  Vermont.  His  professional 
studies  were  completed  in  Starling  Medical  Col- 
lege, Columbus,  where  he  was  graduated  March 
3,  1892.  In  July  of  that  year  he  came  to  Jerry 
City  and  “hung  out  his  shingle,”  and.  although 
he  was  among  strangers,  with  no  influence  to 
smooth  his  path  before  him,  his  fine  abilities, 
through  training,  and  high  personal  character  won 
him  friends  from  the  outset,  and  he  has  estab- 
lished a good  practice.  His  success  in  the  past, 
won,  as  it  has  been,  by  his  own  efforts,  forms 
the  best  promise  for  the  future. 

The  Doctor  was  married,  October  16,  1S95. 
to  Miss  Irene  B.  Covert,  of  Chester,  Geauga 
county,  who  was  educated  in  Geauga  Seminary. 
In  politics  he  is  independent,  voting  according  to 
his  own  judgment. 

Jackson  Swekki:,  a well-known  agriculturist 
of  Liberty  township,  was  born  in  Huntingdon- 
shire, England,  in  1832,  a son  of  Joseph  ami 
Ann  (Paine)  Sweebe.  His  father,  who  was  a 
! groom,  had  charge  of  the  hunting  horses  of  ‘ 


■ 


":k  . ' 

■ 

■ 

. 

. 

, ; : Lftfij 

" 


001)  COUNTY.  OUIO.  12o7 


wealthy  man  in  England,  for  a number  of  years. 
He  afterward  worked  as  a laborer,  and  passed 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  land.  The  children 
of  the  family  are  Charlotte  and  Samuel,  both  de- 
ceased; Jackson,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Jo- 
seph, Sarah  and  Samuel,  all,  three  living  in  Eng- 
land. 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools  and 
aided  his  father  during  his  boyhood.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  a Lincoln- 
shire farmer,  with  whom  he  remained  for  one 
year  and  seven  months,  receiving  eleven  pounds 
per  year,  until  his  marriage,  when  his  wages  were 
raised  to  fifteen  pounds.  He  was  married  at 
Dummitton,  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  in  1856, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Andrews,  and  the  following  year 
they  sailed'  from  Liverpool  on  the  trading  vessel 
“Rachel,'’  landing,  after  a voyage  of  thirty-five 
days,  at  New  York.  On  July  4,  they  started  for 
Albany,  where  Mr.  Sweebe  worked  by  the  month 
as  a farm  hand,  and  then  went  to  Canada,  loca- 
ting fourteen  miles  from  Toronto,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  fall  of  1865.  He  then  visited 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  on  a prospecting  tour,  and, 
having  decided  on  a location,  sent  for  his  family. 
Here,  for  some  four  years,  he  worked  as  a farm 
hand,  after  which  he  rented  a farm  four  years,  and, 
in  the  fall  of  1873,  he  came  to  Wood  county, 
living  in  various  places  before  purchasing  his 
present  home,  which  comprises  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Liberty  township. 

In  Huron  county,  in  1869,  Mrs.  Sweebe  died, 
the  mother  of  the  following  family:  (1)  Jackson 

E.,  born  in  Canada,  November  27,  1 S 5 S , was 
reared  on  a farm,  and  was  married  in  Monroe- 
ville, Ohio,  January  13,  iS8r,  to  Mary  Young, 
who  was  born  in  Huron  county,  July  5,  1S62, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  julia  Young,  natives  of 
Germany;  children  as  follows  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  E Sweebe — Amos,  Clar- 
ence, Samuel  and  Louise.  (2)  Harriet*  born  in 
Canada,  was  married,  in  1876,  to  William  Car- 
penter, of  Huron 'county,  and  they  live  in  Okla- 
homa, Kans. ; their  children  are  named  as  follows: 
Samuel,  Joseph,  Mabel,  Grace,  and  one  unnamed. 
(3)  Joseph,  born  in  Canada,  was  married  in  1885 
to  Sarah  Hock,  of  Liberty  township,  where  thev 
now  have  their  home;  the  children  born  to  them 
are  named  respectively:  William,  Clayton,  Em 

ma,  Louise,  Verne  and  Herman.  (4)  Herbert 
L. , born  in  Canada,  has  a sketch  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  (5)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Hurftn  county, 
Ohio,  was  married,  in  1 S90,  to  George  Limbert, 
of  Erie  county,  Ohio,  where  they  now  live,  and 
have  two  sons..  (6)  William,  born  in  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  was  married  to  Bertha  Poland, 


! and  they  now  live  in  Liberty  township;  they  have 
| one  son.  named  Lloyd.  The  father  of  this  in- 
teresting family  is  a progressive,  wide-awake 
j citizen,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
i and,  during  his  long  residence  in  Wood  county, 
j has  made  many  warm  friends. 

Paul  j.  Brown,  one  of  the  leading  oil  pro- 
ducers of  Wood  county,  and  the  owner  of  a fine 
j farm  in  Plain  township,  was  born  in  Otsego  epun- 
! ty,  N.  Y.,  June  5,  1837.  [The  family  history  is 
i given  in  the  sketch  of  George  M.  Brown  else- 
! where].  , 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  native  place  until 
the  age  of  .fifteen,  when  he  set  out  by  the  ovei- 
! land  route  for  California,  helping  to  drive  thither 
300  head  of  cattle.  He  crossed  the  Missouri 
i river  where  Omaha  now  stands,  and  could  have 
1 bought  the  entire  tract  “for  a song."  From 
Omaha  he  walked  to  Sacramento  City,  a distance 
of  2,360  miles,  and,  after  his  arrival,  he  worked 
for  some  time  in  the  gold  mines,  after  which  he 
kept  books  in  a lumber  yard,  later  again  engag- 
ing in  the  search  of  gold,  digging  in  the  middle 
fork  of  the  American  river.  After  three  years 
spent  on  the  coast,  he  came  home  by  the  Nicara- 
gua route,  reaching  the  old  homestead  in  the  fall 
1 before  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Wood  coun- 
ty. Hither  he  accompanied  his  parents,  and 
i soon  after  his  arrival  found  employment  on  the 
j North  Western  railroad,  in  the  engineering  corps, 
where  he  worked  nearly  a year.  Returning  to 
this  county,  he  bought  land  in  Plain  township, 

1 and  settled  down  to  farming.  In  the  course  of 
| time  he  became  interested  in  "the  oil  industry, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Brown  Oil 
Company. 

On  August  28,  1862,  Mr.  Brown  enlisted  in 
1 Company  D,  111th  O.  Y.  I.,  Col.  John  R.  Bond 
commanding  the  regiment,  and  Capt.  John  E. 
McGowan,  the  company,  which  regiment  was  at- 
tached to  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  Our  sub- 
ject participated  in  several  battles  and  skirmishes, 
among  the  most  important  being  those  of  Perry - 
ville,  Knoxville  and  Loudon.  At  Perry ville  one 
of  his  eyes  was  injured  by  the  concussion  oi  a 
shell;  and,  while  in  the  mountains  of  east  Tennes- 
j see,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  but  succeeded  in 
effecting  his  escape,  after  being  in  the  enemy's 
hands  some  fifteen  minutes.  He  was  promoted 
to  sergeant,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
1864.  On  March  4,  1865.  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  Brown,  a native  of  Perry  county, 
Ohio,  born  July  8,  1839,  a daughter  of  Is  me  and 
Cassandra  (Rhinehart)  Brown,  the  former  ot 
i whom  was  a son  of  Mathew  Brown,  who  was 
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born  in  Ireland,  and,  coming  to  this  country,  first  j 
settled  in  Virginia.  Mrs.  Cassandra  (Rhinehart) 
Brown  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a j 
daughter  of  Simon  Rhinehart,  a very  early  set-  | 
tier  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  coming  there  with  j 
the  army  in  1812,  and  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Fort  Meigs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Brown  had 
a family  of  nine  children:  Six  sons — Simon  R., 

Tood,  Robert,  Ethan,  Jesse  and  Oliver — and 
three  daughters,  Martha  (Mrs.  Paul  J.  Brown), 
Ida  and  Lucia.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have 
come  four  children:  (1)  Cora,  born  July  23, 
1867.  married  John  McMillen,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Esther  and  Mary;  (2)  .Laura  is  at  home 
with  her  parents;  (3)  Fannie  married  Charles 
Diehl;  and  (4)  Jay  B.,  is  a student  at  Dennison 
College.  Mr.  Brown  is  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  Wood  county,  holding  in  an  unusual  de-  ; 
gree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  community,  j 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Blue 
Lodge,  while  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat 

i 

J.  D.  Hathaway,  a wide-awake  and  promi-  j 
nent  citizen  of  Montgomery  township,  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  general  farmers  and  horse  I 
breeders  of  Wood  county,  where  almost  his  en- 
tire life  has  been  passed.  Philip  Hathaway,  his 
paternal  grandfather,  was  'born  September  11, 
1789,  in  Massachusetts,  and  in  that  State  he  was 
married  May  22,  1818,  to  Diadamia  Hathaway, 
whose  birth  also  occurred  there,  on  September  24, 
1797.  Learning  carpentering,  he  later  worked 
at  that  trade  in  New  Orleans,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1835  brought  his  family  to  Rollersville,  Ohio, 
near  which  place  he  owned  a farm  of  160  acres, 
covered  with  a heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  there 
carried  on  farming  uutil  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred September  9,  1844.  His  wife  survived  him 
four  years,  dying  September  16,  1848,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Bradner  cemetery. 

In  their  family  were  the  following  children: 
Philip,  }r. , born  July  12,  1820,  was  drowned 
July  22,  1S30.  Philo  W. , born  May  9,  1822, 
died  while  on  a visit  to  Portland,  Ore.,  and  was 
buried  at  .Fostoria,  Ohio.  G.  D. , the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  next  in  order  of  birth.  Eunice 
W.,  born  March  24,  1831,  is  the  widow  of  John 
Eaton,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Philip  D.,  born 
July  30,  1833,  died  in  Massachusetts  while  1 

studying  law,  in  December,  1851.  Ann  E. , born 
June  22,  [838,  is  now  Mrs.  Marshall  Rice,  of 
Erie  county,  Ohio. 

G.  D.  Hathaway  was  born  at  Freetown,  ! 
Mass.,  March  27,  1827,  but  when  quite  young 
was  brought  to  Ohio,  where  his  boyhood  was 
passed  amidst  pioneer  scenes  on  a farm,  and  I 


he  secured  his  education  in  the  primitive  district 
schools.  In  Freedom  township,  Wood  county. 
March  21,  1852,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Harriet  Kelly,  who  was  born  February  22. 
1832,  in  Salem  township,  Columbiana  Co. . Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Caroline 
(Smith)  Kelly,  the  former  a native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania,  born  near 
Wilkesbarre.  From  Columbiana  county  she  was 
taken  by  her  parents  to  Sandusky  county,  Ohio, 
locating  near  Rollersville;  but  about  1836  re- 
moved to  Section  36,  Freedom  township,  Wood 
county,  where  her  father  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six years,  and  her  mother  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  In  their  family  of  twelve  children, 
seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  Mrs.  Hathaway 
was  the  eldest  daughter  and  second  child.  After 
his  marriage  the  father  of  our  subject  rented  a 
farm  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county,  for  a 
short  time,  and  there  later  owned  seventy-two 
and  a half  acres  which  had  belonged  to  his  father. 
Disposing  of  that  place  he  purchased  forty  acres 
in  the  same  township,  to  which  he  added  until  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  iooacres.  In  June, 
1890,  he  removed  to  Bradner,  where  he  built  an 
excellent  home,  in  which  his  last  days  were 
spent.  He  died  January  7,  1895,  and  was  buried 
in  Bradner  cemetery.  He  was  always  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  served  as  trustee  of  Scott  town- 
ship, and  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Disciples 
Church.  Flis  wife,  who  still  survives  him,  is 
also  a member  of  the  same  church,  and  at  her 
pleasant  home  in  Bradner  is  surrounded  by  many 
warm  friends.  Her  husband  left  a valuable 
property,  and  she  is  now  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  Hathaway,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  is  the  only  child  of  G.  D.  and  Harriet 
(Kelly)  Hathaway,  and  was  born  October  !g. 
1.853,  m Section  1,  Montgomery  township,  \\  ood 
county,  where  his  parents  lived  for  a short  time 
On  reaching  a sufficient  age  he  entered  the 
“ Fractional  school.”  his  first  teacher  being  Ce- 
lestia  Smith,  and  he  early  became  familiar  with 
agricultural  pursuits. 

On  December  27,  1872,  Mr.  Hathaway  wa- 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Hartman,  wim 
was  born  May  16,  1854,  and  is  the  daughter 
William  and  Esther  (BuchteP  Hartman,  t.  c 
wedding  ceremony  being  performed  in  Section  1 2 
Montgomery  township.  They  have  become  th 
parents  of  the  following  chidren,  all  still  livme 
Lee.  William,  Glenn,  Maggie,  Alfred,  John.  < 
ton,  Orville,  Jay  and  Goldie. 

Mr.  Hathaway  began  housekeeping  up  n 
rented  farm  in  Scott  township,  Sandusky  cuunty. 
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where  he  resided  for  two  years,  and  then  moved 
to  an  adjoining  farm  of  100  acres,  but  in  Madi- 
son township,  of  the  same  county,  on  which  he 
built  a log  house,  where  the  following  three  years 
were  passed.  Pie  next  made  a temporary  home 
with  his  father  while  his  present  dwelling  was 
being  erected.  In  1S77  he  received  frorp  his 
father  forty  acres  in  Section  1,  Montgomery 
township,  a few  acres  of  which  had  been  deared, 
but  no  buildings  stood  upon  the  place,  so  that  all 
that  are  now  there  found  have  been  put  up  by  him. 
Since  188S  he  has  given  considerable  attention  to 
breeding  blooded  trotting  stock,  starting  with  a 
Morgan  mare,  and  now  has  some  excellent  stock, 
some  of  which  are  of  the  Wilkes  breed.  He  is 
a great  admirer  of  good  horses,  of  which  he  is 
an  excellent  judge,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
breeders  of  the  community,  which  business  is 
the  result  of  an  intense  desire  for  high-bred  ani- 
mals. On  political  questions,  Mr.  Hathaway 
regularly  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Herbert  L.  Sweebe,  an  industrious  and 
progressive  young  farmer  of  Liberty  township,  is 
a native  of  Canada,  born  in  Toronto,  Province 
of  Ontario,  June  4,  1866.  He  is  a son  of  jack- 
son  Sweebe,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  spent  his  school  days  in  Huron 
county,  completing  his  education  at  the  age  of 
eighteen.  He  afterward  worked  on  the  stock 
farm  of  Amos  Stover  for  six  years.  In  18S7  he 
was  married  in  Liberty  township,  Wood  county, 
to  Almira  M.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Richland 
count}',  Ohio,  in  1870.  For  four  years  they  lived 
on  the  Stover  farm,  of  which  for  the  last  year 
Mr.  Sweebe  had  sole  management.  In  the  win- 
ter of  1891  he  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  of 
his  father,  erected  thereon  a good  residence,  and 
has  since  carried  on  farming  and  teaming.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sweebe  were  born  four  children: 
Willis  J.,  born  March  26,  1889;  Sarah  Merl  and 
Leah  Pearl  (twins),  born  August  22,  1891,  the 
former  now  deceased;  and  Lester,  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1894.  I'1  politics  Mr.  Sweebe  was 

formerly  a Republican,  but  is  now  a supporter  of 
the  Peoples  party.  In  religious  faith  he  is  iden- 
ti tied  with  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Adam  Blessing,  one  of  the  representative 
German-Ainerican  citizens  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship, was  born  eighteen  miles  northeast  of  Heid- 
elburg,  Germany,  [line  21,  1821,  and  is  a son  of 
Benedict  and  Lva  1).  (Hilclebisel  Blessing.  The 
father  was  a general  millwright,  was  quite  well- 
to-do,  owning  a saw  and  grist  mill  in  the  Father- 


land,  as  well  as  several  acres  of  land,  all  of  which 
1 he  sold,  but  unscrupulous  dealers  caused  him  to 
lose  the  entire  proceeds.  In  his  family  were  six 
| children.  Emma,  who  was  married  and  died  in 
I Germany;  Catherine,  who  there  married  Adam 
Graber,  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States, 
died  in  Montgomery  township,  Wood  Co., 
Ohio;  another  daughter,  who  was  married  and 
died  in  Germany;  George,  of  Wood  county; 
Adam,  of  this  sketch;  and  Andrew,  who  was 
drowned  by  a freshet  in  Germany,  at  the  age  of 
: eleven  years.  In  1847  the  parents  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  the 
mother  spent  her  remaining  days,  but  the  father 
I died  in  Montgomery  township,  Wood  county. 

In  Germany,  our  subject  attended  the  district 
! schools  during  his  boyhood,  and  learned  the 
! trade  of  a millwright.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years  he  was  married,  and  in  1845  he  and 
j his  family  sailed  from  Amsterdam  for  the  New 
j World,  arriving  in  New  York  after  a long  voyage 
of  forty-nine  days,  whence  they  came  to  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  by  way  of  the  Hudson  river  and 
Erie  canal  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  by  lake  to  Cleve- 
land/Ohio, and  by  canal  to  Fulton.  Going  to 
Marshallville,  Wayne  county,  he  there  secured 
, work  in'  a sawmill  and  among  the  farmers,  for  five 
i years.  In  the  meantime  George  Blessing,  the 
| brother  of  our  subject,  had  come  from  Germany, 
and  the  two  bought  a mill  property  in  Copley 
! township,  Summit  Co.,  Ohio,  which  they  greatly 
; improved.  After  conducting  the  mill  for  some 
time  they  sold  out  in  1855,  and  came  to  Rising- 
: sun.  Wood  county,  where  they  purchased  ten 
acres  of  land,  on  which  a frame  sawmill  had 
been  erected.  Fitting  out  the  mill  with  the 
machinery  which  they  had  brought  from  Summit, 
they  continued  to  operate  it  in  partnership  until 
1864,  when  our  subject  sold  out  and  worked  as 
j an  employe  in  a sawmill.  Soon  afterward  he 
bought  the  north  one-half  of  the  southeast  quar- 
ter of  Section  36,  Montgomery  township,  which 
was  then  covered  with  timber.  The  first  home 
i of  the  family,  a log  house,  18  x 24  feet,  was  sup- 
; planted  by  a frame  residence,  but  as  that  was 
' later  destroyed  by  fire,  he  is  now  occupying  the 
; third  house  built  upon  the  farm.  In  1880,  in 
j connection  with  his  son  George,  he  erected  a 
J sawmill  in  Jackson  township,  Seneca  county. 
Ohio,  which  they  still  operate;  his  present  farm 
comprises  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  he 
also  owns  a lot  in  Risingsun. 

Seven  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  namely:  Maggie. 

I wile  of  Frank  Crowell,  who  is  living  with  h i 
I parents;  Catherine,  wife  of  Conrad  Shetler,  of 
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Risingsun;  Eve,  wife  of  G.  Bartley,  of  the  same  j 
place;  John,  who  died  in  infancy;  George,  of  j 
Jackson  township,  Seneca  county;  Fred,  who  j 
died  in  childhood;  and  William,  of  Montgomery  ; 
township. 

In  his.  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Blessing  has  j 
ever  been  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has  held  the  j 
office  of  supervisor.  On  starting  out  in  life  in  j 
the  United  States,  his  capital  consisted  of  but  five  j 
dollars,  and  his  success  is  due  to  persistent  labor  \ 
and  indefatigable  energy,  backed  by  a determina-  i 
tion  to  succeed.  Fie  has  never  shirked  work,  be- 
ing as  industrious  as  his  nationality’  would  sag-  ; 
gest,-but  is  still  a well-preserved  man.  of  jovial  j 
disposition,  a great  joker  and  an  excellent  con- 
versationalist. He  is  widely  and  favorably  j 
known,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all. 

I lis  worthy  wife  is  a member  of  the  liberal  United 
Brethren  Church. 

George  Challen.  The  present  prosperous  j 
condition  of  Plain  township  is  largely  due  to  the  ; 
class  of  men  to  which  our  subject  belongs.  He  j 
comes  from  the  “tight  little  island  " across  the 
sea,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Sussex,  Eng-  j 
lan<J,  June  i S,  1854,  and  when  but  an  infant  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents,  William 
and  Mary  (Evans)  Challen,  also  natives  of  Eng-  j 
land.  They  arrived  in  the  New  World  in  1857, 
and  the  father  began  farming  in  Plain  township,  1 
Wood  county.  In  the  family  were  eleven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Jane,  deceased  wife  of  Thomas  j 
Mitchell,  of  Plain  township;  Henry  J.,  who  fol-  j 
lowed  farming,  but  is  now  deceased;  Elizabeth,  j 
wife  of  Isaac  Parkson;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Robert  : 
Barber;  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Aldrich;  William, 
a farmer  of  Jackson  township,  Wood  county; 
Annie,  widow  of  Isaac  Borland;  Charles,  also  a 
farmer  of  Jackson  township;  Harriet,  widow  of 
George  Green;  George,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  John.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1 
Plain  township,  in  1882,  and  the  father  made  his  j 
home  with  his  son  John  until  his  death,  Septem- 
ber 20,  1896. 

The  district  schools  of  Bowling  Green  fur- 
nished George  Challen  his  educational  privileges, 
and  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  he  aided  , 
until  he  reached  mature  years,  when  for  a year 
he  rented  a farm  of  1 20  acres.  In  connection 
with  his  brothers  he  then  went  to  Jackson  town-  I 
ship,  where  they  bought  160  acres,  but,  later,  he 
sold  his  interest  to  his  partners  and  came  to  Plain 
township,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres.  lie 
immediately  commenced  the  improvement  of  his 
land,  which  is  now  in  an  admirable  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  it  has  become  a very  valuable  piece  j 


of  property,  owing  to  his  careful  tillage  and  the 
neat  buildings  he  has  erected.  At  Tontogany, 
January  20,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie 
Kitchen,  a daughter  of  Philip  Kitchen,  of  Plain 
township,  and  one  child  graces  their  union:  Wal- 
lace AY. , born  August  23,  1883.  Our  subject 
does  not  care  to  take  an  active  part  in  politics, 
but  always  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  for  nine  years  as  school 
director,  being  clerk  of  the  board  for  a part  of 
the  time.  He  and  his  wife  are  held  in  the  high- 
est respect  for  their  genuine  integrity  of  char- 
acter, and  their  attractive  home  is  the  abode  of 
hospitality. 

William  T._  Le  Galley,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist of  Plain  township,  was  born  May  13.  1845, 
in  Peru  township,  Huron  county,  Ohio. 

His  father,  William  Le  Galley.  Sr.,  came  to 
Wood  county  in  1856  and  located  in  Plain  town- 
ship, where  our  subject  attended  the  district 
schools  and  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm  during 
his  boyhood.  On  reaching  his  majority  he  received 
from  his  father  thirty-two  acres  of  unimproved 
land,  which  he  has  cleared  and  brought  to  a fine 
state  of  cultivation,  making  ditches,  planting  an 
orchard,  and  erecting  substantial  buildings.  In 
1864  he  enlisted  for  100  days  in  Company  C, 
144th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Hunt  and  Capt. 
Kitchen,  and  went  by  way  of  Columbus  and 
Baltimore  to  the  front.  He  remained  with  his 
regiment  until  the  expiration  of  his  term,  and  on 
receiving  his  discharge,  September  2,  1864,  re- 
turned to  his  peaceful  occupation  of  farming.  In 
1869  he  was  married  to  Miss  Celia  A.  Jewell,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Jewell,  a leading  citi- 
zen of  Plain  township.  They  have  had  two  chil- 
dren: Maude,  bom  in  1873,  died  in  infancy,  and 
Grace,  born  in  1878,  now  attending  school. 

Mr.  Le  Galley  is  a brother  of  John  FI.  and 
Myron  Le  Galley,  prominent  residents  of  this 
county,  whose  biographies  appear  elsewhere,  and 
the  family  holds  a high  standing  in  the  commu- 
nity. Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  take  part  in  va- 
rious lines  of  philanthropic  and  religious  work. 
In  politics  Mr.  Le  Galley  is  a Democrat;  socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

John  II.  FIanxa.  Among  the  leading  citizens 
of  Wood  county,  whose  genuine  worth  well  en- 
titles them  to  representation  in  the  history  of  this 
localitv  is  our  subject,  a self-made  man,  who 
owes  his  success  in  life  to  his  own  efforts,  and 
who  is  highly  c.-m  vmed  by  many  friends. 

Mr.  Hanna  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio. 
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January  17,  1859.  His  great-grandfather,  John 
Hanna,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  became  the  ! 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  locating  in 
Maryland,  subsequently  taking  up  his  residence  ! 
in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and  becoming  one  of 
its  first  pioneers.  The  father  of  our  subject,  | 
Harrison  Hanna,  was  born  in  that  county,  and  j 
is  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Miller,  and  some  years  later  removed  from  \ 
Fairfield  to  Hancock  county,  there  locating  on  a 
farm  in  Portage  township.  In  1883  he  purchased 
a forty-acre  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Wood 
county,-  where  he  has  since  lived.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hanna  have  been  born  the  following  named 
children:  Ellsworth,  a farmer  of  Jackson  town- 

ship; Mrs.  Annetta  Entz,  of  Fairley,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Ida  Rader,  of  McCornb,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Jemima 
Wright,  of  Jackson  township,  Wood  county; 
Harvey,  a farmer  of  Jackson  township;  Carrie, 
a successful  school  teacher  of  Nebraska;  Edwin, 
at  home;  and  John  H.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  in  1 882. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  county,  and  for  two  terms  pursued  his 
studies  in  Van  Buren,  Ohio.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  nineteen  years  of  age; 
when  he  began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  by 
working  as  a farm  hand,  and  was  thus  employed 
for  two  years.  He  is  an  earnest,  energetic,  wide- 
awake business  man,  and,  whatever  he  under- 
takes, carries  forward  to  successful  completion. 

In  September,  1879,  in  Cass  township,  Han- 
cock Co.,  Ohio,  Mr.  Hanna  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Albertson,  a native  of 
that  county.  Four  children  were  born  to  them: 
Myron  Edwin,  at  home;  Wilbur  A.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen;  Elsie  E.  and  Harry  Berchord, 
who  are  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanna  began  their  domestic  life  ( 
upon  a rented  farm  in  Hancock  county,  and,  in 
the  spring  of  1891,  came  to  Wood  county,  he 
having  previously  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Jackson  township.  Soon  afterward  he  added 
to  this  another  eight}’  acres,  and  now  owns  160 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
yields  to  the  owner  a good  return  for  his  labor. 
On  leaving  Hancock  county,  he  sold  his  farm  in 
Cass  township,  and  his  propeity  in  Findlay  and 
Arcadia.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  his  cash 
capital  consisted  of  not  more  than  $5.  but  he  has 
steadily  worked  his  wav  upward,  overcoming  the 
difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path,  and  has 
risen  to  a place  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
this  locality.  The  Republican  party  claims  his 
support.  He  is  now  serving  as  school  director, 


and  as  township  trustee,  having  been  elected  in 
the  spring  of  1894  to  the  latter  office  for  three 
years.  While  living  in  Hancock  county,  he  also 
served  as  township  trustee.  He  holds  member- 
ship with  the  Methodist  Church,  and  his  honor- 
able, upright  life  is  in  harmony  with  his  pro- 
fessions. 

Rudolph  Kindervater,  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  farmer  of  Perrysburg  township, 
was  born  in  Hessia,  Germany,  January  27,  1843. 
His  parents  were  Henry  and  Augusta  (Schultz; 
Kindervater,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Hes- 
i sia,  the  former  being  born  there  in  1800  and 
the  latter  in  1814.  They  came  to  America  in 
1852,  and  settled  in  Perrysburg  on  a farm,  where 
the  father  died  in  1863  and  the  mother  in  1881. 

: Their  children  were:  Harmon,  Henry,  Rudolph, 
Augusta  and  Frederick. 

Rudolph  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States,  grew  to  manhood  in  Perrysburg,  and  was 
| educated  in  the  public  schools.  On  December 
! 6,  1S67,  he  was  married,  and  six  children  were 
! born  to  him,  as  follows:  Emma  became  the 

wife  of  John  Jacobs,  of  Perrysburg  township, 
and  they  have  two  children — Clifford  and  Carlin; 
Frederick  married  Miss  Ella  Ward,  and  the}’  also 
have  two  children — Melone  and  Paul;  and  Ida, 
Agnes,  Caroline  and  Lucy.  The  daughters  of 
Mr.  Kindervater  are  remarkable  for  their  beauty, 
as  well  as  for  their  intelligence. 

Peter  Klag,  who  owns  and  operates  a good 
farm  conveniently  situated  in  Middleton  township, 
is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Germany,  He  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  May  31,  1S36,  and  is  one  of  a 
family  of  ten  children  born  to  Valentine  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sunckle)  Klag.  His  father  came  to  this 
country  in  1S62,  and  died  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in 
1S72.  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1883. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  Ger- 
many, and  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  in  1853  he  came  to 
this  country,  making  the  voyage  across  the  At- 
lantic in  a sailing  vessel,  which  reached  New  York 
harbor  after  a forty-two  days’  voyage.  He  lo- 
cated in  Williamsburg  (now  Brooklvn',,  N.  V., 
where  he  remained  some  four  years,  working  is  a 
common  laborer.  In  1857  he  came  west  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  Norwalk,  Huron  countv,  and  for 
three  years  was  employed  on  a farm.  In  1862 
he  came  to  Wood  countv,  purchasing  fort\  acre-- 
of  land  in  Middleton  town>hip.  ft  was  owered 
with  limber,  but  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  he 
erected  a log  cabin,  and  at  once  began  to  clear 
the  property,  continuing  this  work  until  the  entire 
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place  was  under  the  plow.  In  iS/O  the  cabin 
home  was  replaced  by  a substantial  frame  resi- 
dence, good  barns  have  also  been  built,  the  place 
has  been  divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size  by 
well-kept  fences,  the  latest  improved  machinery 
has  been  purchased,  and  to-day  the  farm  is  a 
valuable  and  desirable  one. 

In  1864,  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  Mr.  Klag  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Johanna  Hassaiselle,  who  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1841,  and  two  children  were 
born  to  them:  Johanna,  wife  of  Albert  Raatz,  a 
farmer  of  Perrysburg  towmship;  and  Mary,  wife 
of  Lewis  Schaller,  who  is  operating  the  Klag  home- 
stead. The  mother  of  this  family  is  now  de- 
ceased. The  history  of  a self-made  man  is  inter- 
esting and  encouraging,  as  it  demonstrates  what 
can  be  accomplished  by  perseverance,  industry  i 
and  well-directed  efforts.  By  the  exercise  of  j 
these  qualities  Mr.  Klag  has  steadily  worked  his  ! 
way  upward,  and  as  the  result  of  his  labors  is  to-  I 
day  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  political  faith  j 
is  a Democrat. 

Jonathan  Duhamel,  a prosperous  agricult- 
urist of  Perrysburg  township,  was  born  in  Ciuern-  j 
sey  county,  Ohio,-  in  1832,  a son  of  Henry  and 
Margaret  (Johnson)  Duhamel,  who  were  born 
and  reared  in  Maryland,  and  where  they  were 
married.  In  1820  they  came  to  Ohio,  and  made 
their  home  in  Guernsey  county.  In  May,  1851,  : 
Mr.  Duhamel  removed  to  Perrysburg  township,  j 
Wood  county,  where  he  purchased  land  and  im- 
proved it.  Six  children  u'ere  born  to  them,  as  | 
follows:  A.mos  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  in  Wisconsin;  Benjamin  is  yet  living;  James,  i 
who  was  also  a soldier,  died  in  Indiana  in  18S2;  [ 
Jonathan  is  our  subject;  the  other  children  died 
in  infancy.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in 
Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  in  1 S 36,  and  the  father, 
for  his  second  wife,  wedded  Miss  May  Arnold. 
She  died  in  Wood  county  in  1886,  leaving  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  except  one  are  living,  but 
we  have  record  of  only  three:  Maria  lives  in  Per- 
rysburg; William  in  Cygnet;  Daniel  is  deceased ; 
Fred  lives  in  Dunbridge.  The  father  of  Henry 
Duhamel  w'as  born  in  1765,  and  died  in  Wood 
county  in  1 862. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county,  also  at  Belmont 
Academy,  Tuscarawas  county,  and  was  nearly 
twenty  years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Wood 
county.  Some  two  years  later  he  purchased  ; 
unimproved  land  in  Perrysburg  township,  w hich  ; 
he  cleared  and  cultivated.  In  1861  he  was  mar-  J 
ried,  in  Middleton  township,  to  Miss  Eunice  M.  ! 


Connor,  wTho  was  born  in  Genesee  county,  X. 
Y.,  and  of  this  union  six  children  were  born, 
namely:  Adella  (now  Mrs.  Henline),  who  resides 
in  PYeeport,  Ohio;  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  McPherson 
of  Dunbridge;  and  James,  Grant,  George  and 
Grace,  all  at  home.  In  1862  Mr.  Duhamel 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  1 tith  O.  V.  I.  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war.  They  were  assigned  to 
the  Department  of  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  and  he 
served  the  most  of  the  time  on  detached  duty. 
In  July.  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Indianapolis,  and  returned  home  to  engage  in 
the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life.  Since  that 
time  Mr.  Duhamel  has  given  his  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  land,  and  has  prospered  in  the 
business.  He  is  a Republican,  but  has  never 
taken  any  active  interest  in  politics  beyond  using 
his  influence  in  the  selection  of  good  men  for 
office.  He  is  public-spirited,  ever  readv  to  assist 
in  any  enterprise  looking  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  and  was  the  first  man  to  petition  for 
a ditch  law  in  Perrysburg  township.  Mr.  Duha- 
mel is  a member  of  Wolford  Post  NTo.  51,  G.  A. 
R.,  at  Perrysburg,  in  which  he  has  held  office  at 
various  times.  He  is  highly  respected  by  all  who 
know  him. 

J.  B.  Miller,  a real-estate  dealer  of  Bowling 
Green,  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  August 
18,  1855,  where  he  attended  school  and  worked 
on  a farm  until  eighteen  years  old,  when  he 
learned  the  plasterer’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
in  Knox  county  for  five  or  six  years,  then  going 
to  Ashland  county  for  a period  of  six  vears,  and 
thence  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he  arrived  in 
1888.  Here  he  worked  at  his  trade,  made  con- 
tracts for  plastering,  and  assisted  in  building 
many  of  the  public  and  private  houses  in  the 
city.  He  continued  in  this  line  of  business  until 
March,  1894,  when  he  entered  the  real-estate 
business,  and  w’as  employed  by  Mr.  Ru- 
dulph.  He  possesses  property  in  Bowling  Green, 
and  has  bought  and  sold  a great  deal  since  he 
has  resided  here. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married, in  1886,  to  Miss  Ella 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  1857,  in  Knox  count)', 
and  died  October  n,  1891.  Two  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  Mary  M. , and  one  who  die  i 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Miller  is  a Republican  in  p T- 
tics,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  1 
and  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather,  John  Miller, 
came  from  Ireland  to  America  and  settled  ■ 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  employed  in  the  Cu.-t  ■ 
House  at  Philadelphia  for  some  time.  His 
Jonathan,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  wa>  born  ■ 
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Pennsylvania,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  settled  for  a time  in  Columbiana  county, 
when  our  subject’s  father  was  three  or  four  years 
old,  moving  from  there  to  Knox  county,  where 
he  died.  His  wife  died  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio. 
They  had  four  children:  Charles,  Hiram,  John, 

and  Jonathan.  John,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Penn.  He  was 
married  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  to  Sarah  Burt- 
nette,  who  was  born  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio, 
in  1825,  and  is  still  living  with  our  subject  in 
Bowling  Green.  She  was  formerly  an  English 
Lutheran  in  her  religious  belief,  but  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller  were  born  five  children,  as  follows: 
Cinderella,  who  married  John  Beam,  and  lives  in 
Bucyrus,  Ohio;  J.  B.,  our  subject;  Alice,  who 
married  Henry  Garns,  and  lives  in  Wooster, 
Ohio;  Myra  J.  is  single,  and  lives  with  our  sub- 
ject; and  a child,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Miller 
is  one  of  the  energetic  citizens  of  Bowling  Green, 
and  possesses  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
come  in  contact  with  him. 

A.  F.  Chase,  who  occupies  a foremost  place 
in  the  ranks  of  Middleton  township’s  leading  and 
influential  farmers,  was  born  in  Perrysburg  town- 
ship, March  7,  1849.  His  father,  Gulusha 
Chase,  was  born  in  Vermont,  where  he  attended 
school  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm.  When 
a young  man  he  came  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Per- 
rysburg township,  Wood  county,  where  he  rented 
a farm  of.  200  acres,  continuing  its  cultivation 
until  1S56.  fie  then  removed  to  Middleton 
township,  and  purchased  an  eighty-acre  tract  of 
land  near  Hull  Prairie,  which  he  transformed  into 
well-developed  fields.  He  married  Caroline 
Bridges,  a native  of  Perrysburg,  Wood  county, 
and  to  them  were  born  six  children,  five  of  whom 
died  in  early  life,  our  subject  being  the  only  sur- 
vivor. Mrs.  Chase  passed  away  in  1857,  and 
the  father  afterward  married  Miss  Cunning,  of 
Middleton  township.  He  served  as  trustee  of 
Middleton  township  for  one  term,  as  school  di- 
rector two  years,  and  gave  a liberal  support  to 
all  measures  calculated  to  advance  the  general 
welfare.  His  death  occurred  in  April,  1891. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  a log 
school  house  furnished  in  primitive  style,  and 
early  began  earning  his  living  by  working  on  the 
farm  of  Richard  Carter,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  a number  of  years.  He  afterward  returned 
to  his  father’s  home  at  Rudolph,  and  subse- 
quently aided  him  in  clearing  up  the  family  home- 
stead in  Middleton  township,  which  since  his 
father’s  death  had  come  into  his  possession;  a 


! comfortable  dwelling  has  been  erected,  a good 
■ barn  has  been  built,  many  rod's  of  tiling  have  been 
laid,  and  the  work  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment has  been  carried  forward  until  the  farm  is 
; one  of  the  best  in  Middleton  township,  and  the 
i owner  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  agricult- 
urists. 

In  1S70,  in  Middleton  township.  Mr.  Chase 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Mary  Cobley,  who 
1 was  born  in  that  township  in  1 S 5 1 , and  they  had 
| three  children:  Andrew,  who  was  born  Septem- 

ber 17,  1871,  and  operates  the  home  farm:  Ber- 
tha, who  died  in  infancy;  and  Bertha  (2),  who 
| was  born  in  1877,  and  is  now  attending  school. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Hood  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  in  politics,  Mr.  Chase  is  a 
Democrat.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  Camp 
No.  387,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  Haskins,  and  Roche-de- 
i Bceuf  Lodge,  No.  530,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  he  and 
his  wife  belong  to  the  Order  of  Rebekah.  His 
i many  excellencies  of  character  and  his  genuine 
! worth,  combined  with  a genial,  social  manner, 
l have  won  him  many  warm  friends. 

Thomas  Davis  has  witnessed  much  of  the 
j development  and  upbuilding  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, has  seen  its  wild  and  unimproved  lands 
i transformed  into  good  farms  and  homes,  and 
takes  just  pride  in  the  progress  and  advancement 
that  have  here  been  achieved.  The  community 
recognized  in  him  a valued  citizen,  one  who  has 
always  borne  his  part  in  the  work  of  improve- 
|.  rnent.  * He  is  also  a self-made  man,  who  well 
merits  the  success  he  has  achieved,  as  it  is  a re- 
I ward  of  his  earnest  and  persistent  labor. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  in  Wales.  November  10, 
1827,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Morgan) 
Davis,  also  natives  of  that  land.  There  were 
eight  children  in  the  family — Elizabeth,  who  died 
in  Wales;  Thomas;  William,  who  came  to  Amer- 
; ica  when  a young  man,  locating  in  Medina  coun- 
i tv,  Ohio,  and  after  his  marriage  removing  to 

1 Highhill,  Mo.,  where  his  death  occurred,  James, 

. . . * . . 

! who  came  to  this  country  with  his  brother  Will- 
iam, and  in  1 8(3 1 entered  the  army,  since  which 
j time  no  news  has  been  received  of  him;  Nancy, 
who  was  married,  and  died  in  Wales;  Joseph, 
who  came  to  America,  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war.  and  died  in  Kansas;  Charles,  who  came 
i to  this  country  with  his  brother  Joseph,  and  loca- 
ted in  Medina  county,  where  he  is  now  a pros- 
perous farmer:  George,  who  was  married,  and 
died  in  Wales. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  after  coming  to  America  attended  night 
school.  He  worked  on  a farm  in  Wales  for  $50 
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per  year  until  1846,  when,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  | 
years,  he  came  to  America,  believing  that  he  could  ! 
thereby  better  his  financial  condition.  On  the  j 
1 8th  of' April,  the  vessel  “ Leodes"  sailed  from  j 
Newport  with  Mr.  Davis  on  board.  After  a voy-  j 
age  of  seven  weeks  he  landed  in  Boston,  and  by  I 
way  of  the  lakes  went  to  Milwaukee.  Wis. , and 
on  to  Janesville,  that  State.  There  he  spent  his  - j 
last  quarter  for  breakfast,  after  buying  a ticket  to 
Cleveland.  Near  the  latter  city  he  secured  em- 
ployment at  sheep-shearing,  and  afterward  worked 
as  a farm  hand  in  Cuyahoga  county  for  more  i 
than  a year. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married  August  27,  1851,  to  j 
Miss  Adelia  Atherton,  who  was  born -on  a farm 
near  Burlington,  Vt.  When  she  was  three  years  : 
old  her  parents,  Marvin  and  Sarah  (Hill)  Atherton, 
removed  with  their  family  to  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  and  afterward  went  to  Medina  county, 
where  the  parents  spent  their  last  days.  On  his  j 
marriage,  Mr.  Davis  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  which  he  operated 
for  six  years,  and  then  engaged  in  teaming  for 
three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1 S64  he  came  to  ! 
Wood  county  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  to 
which  he  afterward  added  another  forty  acres. 
His  farm  is  situated  in  Section  2,  Jackson  town- 
ship, and  he  has  now  a highly  improved  place.  : 
The  comfortable  frame  residence  which  replaced 
the  log  cabin  is  typical  of  all  the  improvements 
upon  the  farm,  and  the  owner  is  accounted  one  j 
of  the  progressive  agriculturists  of  the  community.  j 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  born  the^r  chil-  ! 
dren — Matilda,  wife  of  David  Hemminger,  of 
Jackson  township;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Finley 
Oberdorf,  of  Bowling  Green;  Charles,  at  home; 
Mrs.  Dora  Pyatt.  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Marcia, 
wife  of  Henry  Blythe,  of  Jackson  township;  j 
Louisa,  who  was  married,  and  died  in  Jackson 
township;  and  Lizzie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Davis  was  formerly 
a Whig,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
General  Scott,  but  now  gives  his  political  sup-  : 
port  to  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been 
clerk  of  the  school,  director  and  township  super- 
visor, discharging  his  duties  in  a capable  manner. 
He  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
his  life  may  be  termed  a successful  one.  not  only 
when  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  finance,  but 
when  judged  from  the  standard  of  all  that  is 
honorable  and  straightforward. 

Adam  Gross,  a well-known  young  agricultur- 
ist of  Webster  township,  Wood  county,  residing 
near  Dunbridge,  is  a native  of  Baden,  Germany, 


born  February  21,  1865,  a son  of  John  A.  and 
Elizabeth  Gross.  Pie  was  one  of  a family  of 
four  children:  Catherine,  Armenia,  Adam  'our 
subject)  and  Jacob.  Both  parents  died  in  Ger- 
many. the  mother  in  1884,  the  father  eight  years 
later.  Mr.  Gross  received  his  early  education  in 
the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
lived  at  home  until  the  age  of  twenty-three,  when 
he  came  to  this  country,  locating  first  near  Mau- 
mee, Ohio,  where  he  worked  as  a laborer  for  two 
years.  In  1S90  he  came  to  Webster  township, 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  his  indus- 
try has  made  a fine  property.  He  was  married 
in  Maumee,  February  18,  18S8,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Coder,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margerite  (Gon- 
seller)  Coder.  She  was  born  November  30,  i860, 
one  of  a family  of  fourteen  chddren.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gross  have  had  four  children:  Jacob,  born 
January  11,  1892;  Albert,  born  September  10, 
1894;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Gross  takes  an  intelligent  and  active 
interest  in  ad  the  questions  which  affect  the  wel- 
fare of  his  adopted  country.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

F.  C.  Rosendale,  one  of  the  pushing,  wide- 
awake, prosperous  young  men  of  Wood  county, 
was  born  in  West  Midgrove,  this  county,  May  6. 
1867,  son  of  Dr.  Charles  and  Rebecca  (Wade, 
Rosendale. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  this  training  was  supple- 
mented by  two  terms  of  study  at  the  more  ad- 
vanced school  at  Fostoria,  Ohio.  He  was  reared 
in  the  little  village  where  he  was  born,  and,  as  his 
parents  were  well-to-do,  he  had  but  few  cares  as 
a boy.  Being  somewhat  given  to  adventure,  he 
spent  some  time  in  the  West,  where  he  took  up 
various  pursuits.  Returning  to  Ohio,  he  was 
married,  at  Bowling  Green,  on  March  27,  iSSp, 
to  Clara  Brubaker,  a native  of  Bloom  township, 
who  was  born  February  1,  1866.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Sarah  A.  Lee  Brubaker, 
who  occupy  a farm  in  Bloom  township.  To  Mi 
and  Mrs.  Rosendale  have  been  born  four  chil 
dren,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as 
follows:  Charity  A.,  January  6,  1 890;  CharW 

P. , June  19,  1891;  Grace,  February  26,  1893. 
Sadie  M..  February  17,  1896.  In  the  spring 
1889,  Mr.  Rosendale  located  on  his  present  bum 
in  Section  17.  Portage  township,  where  he  in- 
307  acres  of  land.  1 1 1 the  same  \ ear  he  paid  t 

visit  to  England  and  its  principal  cities,  and  i!>  1 
went  to  the  Paris  Exposition.  In  1892  he  began 
to  operate  in  oil  in  Portage  township,  seeminc 
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sonie  good  wells,  and  has  been  quite  fortunate  in  j 
|, is  ventures,  being  at  present  one  of  the  best  i 
known  operators  in  the  above  mentioned  town- 
ship. Although  a young  man,  he  has  a plentiful  > 
supply  of  this  world's  goods.  He  is  an  admirer 
of  fine  horses,  and  owns  some  fast  animals.  In  j 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  only  takes  a 
voting  interest  in  the  elections.  He  is  of  a genial 
disposition,  and  has  a host  of  friends. 

N.  S.  Hatfield,  M.  D.  This  leading  citizen 
and  popular  physician  was  born  in  Perry  town- 
ship, January  5,  1855,  the  second  son  of  JohnS.  j 
and  Johanna  (Bonnell)  Hatfield. 

The  father,  John  S.,  was  born  in  Hamilton  j 
county,  Ohio,  November  5,  1820,  and  was  the 
son  of  William  Hatfield,  whose  wife  died  when 
John  S.  was  a mere  child.  The  latter  in  his  1 
boyhood  was  put  to  learn  cabinet  making  in  Will- 
iamsburg, Ohio,  which  trade  he  succeeded  in 
mastering  in  a comparatively  short  time,  and  in 
a few  years  was  able  to  purchase  his  employer's 
business,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for 
some  years.  He  was  married  in  March,  1840, 
in  Hamilton  county,  to  Miss  Caroline  McMillen, 
who  bore  him  three  children:  Sarah  J.  (now 

Mrs.  Joseph  French),  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Lo-  1 
renzo  D. , who  died  in  Bloomdale,  Ohio;  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

John  S.  Hatfield  was  an  honest,  industrious 
man,  but  was  overtaken  by  misfortune;  his  wife  j 
became  very  ill,  and  the  trouble  and  expense 
caused  by  this  affliction,  with  other  reverses  of 
fortune,  greatly  reduced  his  finances,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  give  up  his  furniture  factory.  Later 
he  carried  on  a grocery  store  at  Williamsburg, 
Ohio.  About  1846  or  1847  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  had  to  practically  begin  life  over 
again,  all  his  property  having  been  swept  away. 
For  three  years  thereafter  he  was  associated  with 
his  brother,  Nathan  Hatfield,  in  farming  and  in 
a chair  factory,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
bought  land  in  Section  28.  Perry  township,  and 
began  farming  on  his  own  account,  continuing  in 
that  occupation  until  his  death,  December  23, 
1893.  For  his  second  wife  he  married,  in  Perry  j 
township,  February,  1848,  Johanna  Bonnell,  who 
was  born  May  17,  1826,  in  Greene  county,  Penn., 
a daughter  of  John  and  Deborah  (Alexander) 
Bonnell,  who  came  to  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  in 
an  early  day.  Her  father  at  one  time  resided 
in  Perry  township,  but  returned  to  Ashland  coun- 
ty, where  he  died.  Of  this  union  there  were 
eleven  children,  namelv  Job,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1848,  died  in  infancy;  Theodore  J.,  born  in 
May,  1850,  is  a farmer  in  Perry  township;  Marv 
so 


C. , born  October  12,  1851,  lives  on  the  home 
farm;  Eunice  E. , born  in  January,  1853,  is  now 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Hollopeter,  of  Fostoria;  Nathan  S.  is 
our  subject;  Louisa  A7.,  born  October  16,  1857, 
died  when  six  years  old;  Clark  A.,  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, i860,  lives  in  Fostoria;  Charles  B.,  born 
December  2,  1861,  is  a physician  in  Millgrove; 
William,  born  January  6,  1S64,  died  when  eight 
years  old;  Vierna,  born  in  October,  1865,  mar- 
ried C,  C.  Adams,  of  Montgomery  township. 
Wood  county;  and  Susannah,  born  in  November, 
1867,  is  the  wife  of  I7.  E.  England,  of  Fostoria. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  October  1, 
1886,  and -is  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Center. 
Perry  township.  She  was  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  was  a most  estimable  woman. 
John  Hatfield  was  a well-built  mian,  and  in  his 
younger  days  was  a famous  wrestler,  never  find- 
ing his  superior  in  this  art.  He  received  only  a 
limited  education,  but  was  a good  business  man, 
and  in  his  later  years  again  found  himself  in  easy 
circumstances,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death 
140  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  he  had  erected 
excellent  buildings  and  made  ether  improvements. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  held  various 
township  offices. 

N.  S.  Hatfield,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  Before  he  was 
five  years  old,  which  was  the  minimum  age  at 
which  pupils  could  enter  the  schools,  he  entered 
District  School  No.  6,  in  Perry  township,  his 
teacher  being  James  Chilcote.  But  little  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  small  lad  at  first:  yet  when 
he  attained  to  the  dignity  of  five  years  he  spoke 
to  his  teacher  and  demanded  that  he  should  re- 
ceive more  care  from  him.  He  learned  easily 
and  rapidly,  his  only  trouble  being  that  his 
schooling  was  so  often  interrupted  by  the  neces- 
sity of  attending,  to  his  duties  on  the  farm.  As 
early  as  the  age  of  fifteen  he  fostered  the  idea  of 
becoming  a medical  student,  and  used  ever}'  op- 
portunity to  lay  the  foundation  of  a good  educa- 
tion. When  he  was  seventeen  years  old  he  en- 
tered the  Union  Schools  at  Fostoria,  under  the 
tuition  of  Prof.  Hartley,  and  later  attended  the 
Normal  School  at  Fostoria,  at  that  time  taught 
by  Prof.  J.  Fraise  Richard.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  began  reading  medicine  under  Dr. 
C.  R.  Rosendale,  of  West  Millgrove,  and,  in 
1876,  he  entered  the  medical  departnent  of 
Wooster  University,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His 
second  course  of  lectures  there  was  interrupted 
by  illness  which  compelled  him  to  go  to  T ■.as, 
where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  a year  re- 
cuperating, in  the  meanwhile  reading  medicine. 
He  completed  his  course  in  the  University  above 
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mentioned,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  Febru- 
ary 21,  1879,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession the  following  April  at  West  Millgrove. 

In  October,  1879,  Dr.  Hatfield  was  married 
to  Miss  Ora,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Lydia 
Foster,  of  Montgomery  township.  She  bore 
him  one  child,  Charles  S.,  born  June  29.  1882, 
who  is  at  home  with  his  father.  On  February 
15,  1885,  the  mother  died,  her  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Millgrove  cemetery.  On  May  5,  1887, 
Dr.  Hatfield  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Bloom 
township,  with  Mrs.  Albert  Loe,  who  was  the 
mother  of  one  child  by  her  first  husband.  This 
son,  Wade  IT,  was  born  April  20.  18S2,  and  is 
at  home  with  his  mother.  Mrs.  Hatfield,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Louzila  Shanabarger,  was  born 
in  Bloom  township,  December  28,  1859,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jefferson  and  Lydia  (McCrory)  Shana- 
barger. The  mother  died  when  the  daughter 
was  only  three  years  old,  the  father  passing  away 
two  years  later,  and  the  child  was  taken  by  her 
aunt,  Mrs.  Reason  Whitacre,  who  lived  near 
Cygnet,  in  Bloom  township,  and  in  her  family 
was  reared  to  womanhood.  She  had  one  brother, 
Reason  L.,  who  died  when  ten  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Shanabarger  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
in  1842.  About  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  he  joined  Company  D,  inth 
O.  V.  I.,  and  was  appointed  corporal,  and  then 
became  sergeant.  While  home  on  a furlough  in 
1863,  he  was  kicked  by  a horse,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  died  the  same  night,  leaving  the  two 
children  above  mentioned. 

Dr.  Hatfield  has  practiced  medicine  continu- 
ously since  1S79,  and  has  been  very  successful 
both  professionally  and  financially.  He  and  his 
wife  own  310  acres  of  land  in  Perry  town- 
ship. They  now  reside  in  Bowling  Green.  He 
is  a very  pleasant,  agreeable  gentleman,  exceed- 
ingly  popular  in  the  community,  and  enjoys  the 
respect  of  a large  circle  of  friends.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat,  but  no  partisan,  in  local 
elections  casting  his  vote  for  the  best  man.  He 
has  served  as  councilman.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Prairie  Depot,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  at  West  Mill- 
grove. Mrs.  Hatfield  is  a member  of  the  Disciples 
Church,  and  shares  with  her  husband  in  the  es- 
teem of  their  fellow  citizens. 

Lee  N.  Barnes,  a popular  citizen  of  Jackson 
township,  having  many  friends  in  the  community, 
is  a native  of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Rochester, 
May  25,  1866,  and  is  a son  of  On  in  W.  and 
Mahala  (Anderson)  Barnes.  At  the  time  of  their 
marriage  they  located  in  Rochester,  and  several 


years  later  removed  to  Toledo,  where  for  a loi, 
period  the  father  served  as  lumber  inspector  f.,: 

I the  firm  of  Skidmore  & Co.  Llis  death  occuri-  ; 

about  1880,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  Toledi 
1 in  1872.  They  had  several  children,  nanrelv 
| Edna,  wife  of  E.  Merles,  of  New  London,  OhiV 
\ May;  Lee  N. ; and  George  and  Wade,  both  of 
| whom  died  in  childhood. 

Lee  N.  Barnes  attended  school  in  Toledo,  and 
| acquired  a fair  education.  At  the  age  of  eleven 
1 he  began  work  in  the  pump  factory  of  Skidmore 
&Co.,  in  Toledo,  where  he  remained  about  tv n 
years.  He  then  secured  work  in  a box  factory  in 
. that  city,  and  subsequently  spent  two  years  as  a 
! farm  hand  near  Rochester,  Ohio.  Plis  next  place 
j of  residence  was  Wood  county,  where  he  cleared 
j and  improved  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  that  had 
1 been  purchased  by  himself  and  father. 

In  1889,  in  Jackson  township,  Mr.  Barnes  was 
J united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  Stimmel, 
and  then  located  on  his  land,  erecting  there  a 
good  frame  residence,  and  making  other  extensive 
improvements.  In  January,  1891,  he  came  to 
Hoytville  and  purchased  a restaurant  and  bakery. 

| He  conducted  this  business  for  a year,  and  then 
| began  dealing  in  liquors,  carrying  on  a retail  trade. 

| He  is  a genial,  social  gentleman,  and  has  many 
friends.  He  traded  forty  acres  of  his  land  for  his 
town  property,  but  still  owns  the  remaining  forty 
' acres.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and 
I is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  councilman. 
All  that  he  possesses,  he  has  made  through  his 
own  efforts. 

W.  R.  Swerlein  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
richly  improved  farms  of  Milton  township.  Hi? 
j home,  a commodious  and  substantial  brick  resi- 
; dence,  stands  in  the  midst  of  forty  acres  of  rich 
land,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the 
place  indicates  the  owner  to  be  a man  of  progress- 
j ive  methods. 

Mr.  Swerlein  was  born  in  Wyandot  county. 

! Ohio,  September  20,  1848.  His  father,  John 
i Swerlein,  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  came 
! from  Germany  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1839.  Aft- 
er nine  weeks  he  went  to  Mexico,  Ohio,  near 
\ Tiffin,  and  in  the  latter  place  was  married  in  1841 
to  Theresa  Klitch.  Purchasing  a farm  of  1 r ; 
acres  near  Mexico,  he  there  carried  on  agricult- 
ural pursuits  until  his  death  in  August.  1893.  His 
widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  un- 
til eighteen  years  of  age,  and  through  the  summer 
months  worked  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  after- 
ward bought  twenty-live  acres  of  land  which  iv 
I operated  five  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  cauv 
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to  Wood  county.  Here  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  which  he  later  sold,  and  bought  another 
tract  of  forty  acres.  Subsequently  he  became 
owner  of  his  present  farm  of  forty  acres.  He 
carries  on  farming  on  scientific  principles,  ancLis 
also  a progressive,  enterprising  stock-raiser. 

On  February  11,  1875,  Mr.  Swerlein  was  j 
married  to  Esther  J.  Bare,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 7,  1856,  a daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Ann  | 
("Goodman)  Bare,  natives  of  New  York.  She  ! 
was  one  of  three  children,  the  others  being  Ed-  j 
ward,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  and  j 
Emma,  wife  of  Thomas  Faust,  of  Pennsylvania. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swerlein  have  been  born  five 
children — Elia  M.,  November  1,  1876;  William 
M.,  July  17,  18S0;  Ethel  B. , February  3,  1 8 S 9 ; j 
Delpha  Etta,  October  17,  1890;  and  John  C., 
October  13,  1S94.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Swer-  j 
lein  is  a Democrat.  In  personal  appearance  he  ■ 
is  a fine  looking  man,  while  in  manner  he  is  j 
genial  and  courteous,  and  all  who  know  him  have  s 
for  him  high  regard. 

Louis  J.  Bowers.  Of  those  who  devote  their  ! 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Middleton 
township,  none  are  more  worthy  of  representa-  j 
3 tion  in  this  volume  than  our  subject,  who  is  ever 
found  true  to  all  relations  of  life,  and  is  a popu-  ! 
ular  and  highly-esteemed  citizen.  He  was  born 
March  7,  1863,  in  the  township  which  is  still  his 
home.  His  father,  Peter  Bowers,  was  a native  j 
of  Lorraine,  France  (now  in  Germany),  and 
when  fourteen  years  of  age  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America,  locating  in  Maryland.  Some  time 
afterward  he  removed  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  en-  j 
gaged  in  stage  driving  for  several  years.  Subse- 
quently he  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  devoted 
his  energies  to  farming,  and  next  came  to  Wood 
county,  Ohio,  locating  in  Middleton  township, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land.  ! 
He  has  not  only  cleared  and  improved  this,  but 
has  added  to  it  100  acres,  which  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  well- 
tilled  fields  stands  a good  residence,  and  barns. 
He  was  married  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  to  Annie  Rhy- 
rnan,  and  they  haa  fifteen  children:  Charles, 

George,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Thomas  Wright),  j 
Henry  and  jacob  (both  deceased),  Mary,  Caro- 
line (deceased),  Catherine  (wife  of  C.  Stewart,  of 
New  York  City),  Margaret,  Rosie  (deceased). 
John  (who  operates  the  homestead  farm),  Louis 
J.;  and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father 
died  in  1886,  and  the  mother  in  1891.  They 
were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  l 
was  a Democrat  in  politics. 


Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  attended  college  foi  one  year.  He 
worked  on  the  old  homestead  until  he  had  reached 
his  majority,  and  then  purchased  twenty  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  has  since  added  sixty  acres. 
His  farm  is  now  all  under  cultivation,  and  waving 
fields  of  grain,  good  buildings,  and  well-kept 
fences  indicate  the  careful  supervision  and  enter- 
prise of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Bowers  was  married  in  November,  1887, 
to  Clara  Grover,  daughter  of  the.  late  George 
Grover,  of  Center  township,  and  six  children 
graced  their  union,  but  the  two  youngest  (twins) 
died  in  infancy;  the  others  are  William,  born  in 
1 888;  Clyde  in  1 890;  Edward  in  1 892 ; and  George 
in  1 S94.  Politically,  Mr.  Bowers  is  a Democrat; 
socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  is  a popular  citizen,  having 
many  friends,  and  all  who  know  him  esteem  him 
highly. 

Mrs.  Mary  Fitzgerald  Guider,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Wood  county,  is  a descendant  of  a 
family  which  has  long  been  famous  in  the  history 
of  Ireland.  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  whose  name 
is  familiar  to  every  student,  was  one  of  her  an- 
cestors, and  the  genealogical  record  contains 
the  names  of  other  eminent  men,  including 
bishops  and  other  ecclesiastics  noted  for  learning 
and  piety. 

Her  father,  James  Fitzgerald,  was  a free- 
holder in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  where  our 
subject  was  born.  He  had  ten  children:  Thomas 
died  in  Dunkirk,  N.  Y. ; John  was  for  many  years 
a resident  of  Wood  county,  and  died  in  Perrys- 
burg;  James  died  in  Bowling  Green,  in  June, 
1894,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six;  Patrick  died  in 
Perrvsburg;  Anastasia,  who  was  greatly  beloved 
for  her  saintly  character,  died  at  Watervilie. 
aged  sixty;  William  died  in  Ireland;  Pierce  was  a 
devoted  student,  and  was  remarkable  for  his  men- 
tal attainments;  Michael  is  deceased;  Peter  is  a 
freeholder  in  Ireland;  and  Mary,  Mrs.  Guider. 
The  Fitzgerald  brothers  were  highly  respected 
residents  of  Wood  county,  with  which  they  were 
identified  for  many  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  formerly  Miss  Mary 
Fitzgerald,  was  married  in  Ireland  to  John 
Guider,  and  lived  there  upon  a freehold  until 
after  his  death.  About  ten  years  ago  she  came 
to  Wood  county,  bringing  her  three  children,  in 
order  to  be  with  her  brothers,  for  whom  she 
cared  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Pos- 
sessing abundant  means,  she  has  acquired  a large 
tract  of  land  in  the  “Oil  Belt,'  upon  which  oper- 
ations are  being  conducted,  and  she  also  owns  a 
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pleasant  home  on  Wallace  street,  Bowling  Green, 
where  a refined  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances enjoys  a charming  hospitality.  Two  of 
Mrs.  Guider’s  children  are  at  home  with  her: 
James,  who  is  noted  as  an  athlete,  and  Percy,  a 
young  man  of  twenty-four,  of  fine  culture  and  in- 
telligence. Mary,  a charming  young  lady,  was  j 
married  April  2 i,  1896,  to  Patrick  Hubbard,  and 
has  a fine  home  in  Toledo.  Mrs.  Guider  pos- 
sesses an  unusual  range  of  information,  and  in  her 
cheery  home  one  may  well  forget  for  a time  the 
prosaic  side  of  life. 

Sidney  McMaster  is  a representative  of  one 
of  Ohio’s  pioneer  families,  and  was  born  in  Green- 
field township,  Huron  county,  August  10,  1839, 
his  parents  being  Levi  and  Charity  (Newberry) 
McMaster.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
district  schools  near  his  home,  and  on  the  old 
home  farm  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  early  be- 
coming familiar  with  the  labors  of  held  and 
meadow.  He  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  then  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  on  rented  land  in 
PI  uron  county.  He  enlisted  at  Mansheld,  Ohio, 
February  2,  1865,  in  Company  G,  191st  O.  V.  I., 
and  served  until  the  war  closed. 

Mr.  McMaster  was  married  in  his  native  town- 
ship, December  25,  1866,  to  Miss  Roena  McKel- 
vey,  who  was  born  in  Huron  county,  April  9, 
1846.  They  began  their  domestic  life  in  that 
locality,  and  there  remained  until  December, 
1874,  when  they  came  to  Wood  county,  where 
Mr.  McMaster  purchased  forty  acres  of  partial ly- 
improved  land — his  present  farm.  This  is  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  its  neat  and  thrifty 
appearance  indicates  his  careful  supervision.  The 
home  is  blessed  by  the  presence  of  two  children: 
Jay,  born  July  8,  1871;  and  Della,  born  March 
22,  1883. 

Our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  for 
many  years  has  efficiently  served  as  supervisor. 
Pie  and  his  wife  are  highly-esteemed  people,  and 
their  hospitable  home  is  a favorite  resort  with  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 

My  ron  Le  Galley,  a prosperous  farmer  and 
well-known  educator,  of  Wood  county,  residing 
in  Plain  township,  was  born  in  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  January  23,  1837,  and  is  a son  of  William 
and  Abigail  (Terry)  Le  Galley. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1812,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Huron  county,  whither  he  came  at  an 
early  day.  He  there  learned  the  trade  of  a tan- 
ner and  currier,  which  he  followed  in  the  village 


of  Peru,  in  that  county,  until  1856,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Wood  county,  where  he  is  still  living, 
active  and  vigorous  in  spite  of  his  advanced  age. 
Plis  wife  was  born  in  1819,  and  grew  to  woman- 
hood in  Huron  county,  Ohio.  The  children  of 
this  worthy  couple  were  six  in  number,  of  whom 
one  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  John  H. ; William  T. , who  lives 
in  Plain  township;  Silia,  living  at  home;  Charles 
residing  in  Wood  county;  and  Fannie,  deceased. 

Myron  Le  Galley  was  nineteen  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Wood  county.  He  had 
finished  his  education  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  and  in 
1858  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Jewell,  who 
{ was  born  in  Pennsylvania  April  21,  1839.  The 
I young  couple  settled  on  the  farm  on  which  they 
still  reside,  and  for  ten  years  Mr.  Le  Galley  taught 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  county,  and  for  one 
i term  at  Haskins.  In  this  vocation  he  was  very 
I successful,  being  a man  of  fine  mental  ability, 

I well  informed  in  all  branches  of  literature,  and  of 
I genial,  kindly  manners.  His  family  are  all  read- 
! ers  and  students,  and  progressive  in  their  views. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Le  Galley:  (1)  John  W. . born  August  1,  i860, 

; finished  his  schooling  in  Toledo,  and  also  taught 
| school  for  one  term;  he  married  Miss  Eva  Smith, 
born  June  24,  1866,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Harry  B.  and  Marguerite.  (2)  Frank,  born 
September  25,  1871,  is  single,  and  has  a farm 
i of  sixty-three  acres,  on  which  are  three  oil  wells. 

Mr.  Le  Galley  has  five  oil  wells  on  his  farm,  from 
| which  he  derives  a good  income.  For  thirty 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  and  belongs  to  Tontogany  Lodge  No.  451. 

Chris.  A.  Hoffmann,  one  of  the  young,  act- 
ive and  enterprising  merchants  of  Perrysburg. 
where  he  enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
community,  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  born  in 
Perrysburg,  August  27,  1861.  He  is  a son  of 
George  Hoffmann,  of  whom  a sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume. 

Our  subject,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  be- 
gan traveling  for  J.  C.  Sharp,  of  Delavan,  Wis.. 
selling  agricultural  implements,  and  for  some  ten 
years  traveled  through  the  States  of  Wisconsin, 
Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Iowa  and 
Missouri.  After  this  experience  he  returned  to 
: Wood  county,  where  for  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed in  farming,  then  moved  to  Perrysburg. 

| and  became  engaged  in  his  present  business. 

Mr.  Hoffmann  was  married  in  Perrvsburg  to 
Miss  Louisa  Armbruster,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Troy  township,  August  12,  1865,  and  to  the 
marriage  were  born  Anna  who  died  at  the  age  <<{ 
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eight  years,  and  Elmer  H.  Our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  society  at  Perrysburg,  and 
is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Elks,  of  Toledo. 
As  intimated  in  the  beginning  Mr.  Hoffmann  is 
one  of  the  wide-awake  and  public-spirited  men  of 
Perrysburg. 

G.  \V.  Sutton.  This  popular  and  energetic 
citizen  of  Bowling  Green,  where  he  is  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  ice,  coal  and  beer,  was  born  in 
Oneida  county,  N.  Y. , October  2,  1853.  He  is 
the  son  of  D.  C.  and  Judith  (Winston)  Sutton. 
The  father  was  a native  of  Albany,  N.  Y. , where 
he  was  married,  afterward  removing  to  Oneida 
county,  where  he  died  about  1875,  when  forty- 
seven  years  old.  He  was  a grocer  by  occupation. 
The  mother  removed  west  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  and  died  in  Chicago  in  1S93,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  Her  father,  David  Win- 
ston, lived  to  be  102  }?earsold,  and  had  his  second 
eyesight  and  second  growth  of  hair. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  ran  away  from 
home  when  twelve  years  old,  and  followed  the 
water  for  sixteen  years,  sailing  on  the  Hudson  and 
Long  Island  Sound.  He  was  licensed  as  captain, 
engineer  and  pilot,  and  for  some  time  ran  his  own 
vessel,  the  “City  of  Detroit.”  He  had  grown 
quite  prosperous,  but  he  lost  everything  through 
speculation,  and  when  he  came  west  was  obliged 
to  begin  life  anew  commercially.  During  his  life 
as  sailor  he  learned  the  trade  of  a ship  carpenter 
and  caulker,  which  he  followed  some  four  or  five 
years,  after  which  he  traveled  throughout  the 
Western  States,  finally  purchasing  land  and  other 
property  in  and  near  Red  Cloud,  Neb.,  which  he 
still  owns. 

During  one  of  his  Western  trips  Mr.  Sutton 
heard  of  the  discovery  of  oil  and  the  rapid  devel- 
opment of  the  oil  field  in  Wood  county,  this 
State,  and  after  investigating  the  matter  decided 
to  locate  in  Bowling  Green,  which  he  did  in  1 888, 
opening  up  a business  herein  which  he  has  made 
a success.  For  the  first  two  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick  in  company  with  Amos  Freese.  He  put  up 
the  first  icehouse  ever  built  in  Bowling  Green, 
and  has  made  various  other  improvements  which 
have  added  materially  to  the  growth  and  benefit 
of  the  city.  He  has  dealt  in  real  estate  to  some 
extent,  and  all  the  property  he  now  owns  has  been 
acquired  by  energetic  and  well-directed  industry. 
His  business  is  prosperous  and  steadily  growing, 
and  he  now  gives  employment  to  four  men  and 
three  teams. 

Mr.  Sutton  was  married  in  January,  1888,  in 
Lexington,  Ky.,  to  Miss  Ollie  Berry,  who  was  born 


| in  that  city  in  1862.  Two  children  have  blessed 
their  union,  Ellen  and  Royce.  Their  beautiful 
| residence  was  erected  in  1889.  In  politics  Mr. 
i Sutton  is  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  a K.  of 
P.  He  is  a wide-awake,  enterprising  business 
man,  foremost  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  pub- 
lic interests,  and  is  esteemed  by  all  classes  of 
people. 

William  Cookson  is  a Western  man  by  birth 
and  interests,  and  in  WMod  county  has  a wide 
acquaintance,  while  his  many  friends  hold  him  in 
j high  regard.  He  was  born  in  Orange,  Ohio,  No- 
i vember  25,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  Milo  and  Idress 
| (Williams)  Cookson,  the  former  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  Their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  Hancock  county,  and  sub- 
' sequently  they  located  in  Orange,  Ohio,  whence 
’ they  afterward  removed  to  Clare,  Clare  Co. , Mich. , 
where  they  are  living  at  the  present  time.  The 
j father  is  a farmer  by  occupation.  The  children 
j are — Mary,  wife  of  Eli  Stockwell,  of  Liberty 
I township ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Coulter,  of 
; Clare  county,  Mich.;  William;  Nancy,  wife  of 
; Thurston  Ross,  of  Portage  township;  Jacob,  a 
farmer  of  Clare  county,  Mich.;  and  Eliza,  wife  of 
J.  Lowers,  of  the  same  county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  and  in  the  public  schools 
! acquired  a good  education.  On  the  removal  of 
- the  family  to  Michigan,  he  purchased  a farm  of 
| forty  acres  in  Clare  county,  which  he  still  owns. 

■ In  1SS7  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  for  eight 
years  was  in  the  employ  of  his  brother-in-law. 
Eli  Stockwell,  in  a sawmill.  He  afterward  rented 
ten  acres  of  land  from  Mr.  Stockwell,  on  which 
he  erected  a good  home.  He  now  has  an  interest 
in  the  Independent  Oil  Co.,  and  his  own  industry 
and  resolute  purpose  have  brought  to  him  a com- 
fortable competence. 

Mr.  Cookson  was  married  in  Liberty  township, 
January  11,  188S,  to  Alta  Harris,  by  whom  he 
1 has  two  children — Eli,  born  February  5,  1S90; 
and  Myrtie,  born  February  25,  1891.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church;  in  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat. 

1'.  J.  Chilcote,  one  of  the  leading  and  pros- 
perous young  business  men  of  Wood  county,  who 
is  engaged  as  a furniture  dealer  and  undertaker 
in  Prairie  Depot,  was  born  in  Section  11,  Mont- 
| gomery  township,  this  county,  February  3,  1869, 

! and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Rose  Stewart) 

! Chilcote. 

His  father,  whose  birth  occurred  at  Risdon, 
now  Fostoria,  Ohio,  August  8.  1835,  was  the 
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eldest  son  and  child  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Jones)  Chilcote,  and,  after  completing  a course 
in  the  common  schools  near  his  home,  he  attended 
a school  at  Republic,  Ohio,  taught  by  Professor 
Schuyler.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  be- 
gan teaching,  his  first  school  being  in  the  Flack 
district,  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  he  followed 
that  profession  continuous!}’  until  his  marriage. 

It  was  in  1859  that  Mr.  Chilcote  wedded.  Rose 
Stewart,  a daughter  of  Thomas  D.  Stewart,  who 
was  born  in  1804,  in  Lycoming  county,  Penn., 
and  in  that  State  married  Frances  Riddell,  whose 
death  occurred  in  February,  1843.  They  had 
four  children,  namely:  Mary  S.,  now  Mrs.  Abram 
Ply  ter,  of  Bradner;  Rose  E.,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, now  Mrs.  G.  H.  Caldwell,  of  Republic;  j 
Frank  R.,  of  the  Stewart  Plardware  Company  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  who  enlisted  as  a private  of  Com- 
pany PI,  49th  O.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and, 
when  hostilities  had  ceased,  returned  home  as  ! 
captain  of  Company  A,  of  the  same  regiment,  re- 
ceiving his  commission  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Nashville,  in  December,  1864;  A.  D.,  ex-county 
clerk  of  Wood  county,  who  is  now  located  at  To- 
ledo, Ohio;  and  J.  M.,  a physician  of  Fremont, 
Ohio.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Stewart  chose 
Miss  Henrietta  Bernard,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren: John  T.,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  \V.  IT,  a 

ph  ysician  of  Toledo;  C.  IP,  a groceryman  of  Fos- 


Wood  county.  In  the  spring  of  1838  Mr.  Stew- 
art had  removed  to  Clinton  township,  Seneca 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  in  1S54  located  in  Perry  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  where  he  died  on  March  12,  j 
1875,  and  was  buried  at  Fostoria. 

After  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject  they  located  upon  a rented  farm  in  Perry  j 
township,  where  the}'  were  living  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out.  On  August  15,  1S62,  the  father 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  1 1 ith  O.  V.  I.,  was  pro- 
moted to  first  sergeant  September  4 of  the  same 
year;  on  November  26,  following,  was  made  sec- 
ond lieutenant,  but  December  7,  1863,  resigned 
his  commission.  On  his  return  from  the  army 
he  located  in  what  is  now  Bradner,  Ohio,  where 
he  conducted  a sawmill  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  December  10,  1869,  and 
his  remains  were  interred  at  Center,  Perry  town- 
ship. Politically,  he  was  always  a stanch  Re- 
publican, casting  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont,  and,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years, 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  An  earnest  Chris- 
tian, he  held  membership  with  the  M>.thodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  which  he  was  also  offi- 
cially connected,  and,  socially,  joined  the  Masonic 


order  at  Fostoria.  He  was  a large  man,  being 
five  feet  ten  inches  in  height,  and  weighing  two 
hundred  pounds. 

The  parental  household  included  five  children, 
namely:  P.  V.,  a telegraph  operator,  stationed 

at  Air  Line  Junction,  Ohio;  Frank  P. , of  Lewis- 
ton, Idaho,  who  is  secretary  of  a mining  com- 
pany; Minnie  M.,  who  was  the  wife  of  A.  A. 
Brownsberger,  and  died  at  Lime  City,  Ohio; 
Lilly  B.,  now  a teacher  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  and 
T.  J.,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  was  but  an  infant  when  his 
father  died,  and  his  mother  later  married  G.  H 
Caldwell,  formerly  of  Bradner,  Ohio,  who  was  a 
well-to-do  and  substantial  citizen.  His  step- 
father lived  in  different  portions  of  the  county, 
but  the  youth  of  our  subject  was  mostly  passed  111 
the  vicinity  of  Perrysburg,  and  his  primary  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  district  schools.  For 
three  months  he  later  pursued  his  studies  at  Mau- 
mee, Ohio.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  en- 
tered the  mercantile  trade  as  a clerk  for  A.  Will- 
iams of  Perrysburg,  by  whom  he  was  employed 
: for  six  years  and  three  months,  at  first  receiving 
only  $3  per  week,  out  of  which  he  paid  $2  for 
! board,  but  even  out  of  such  small  wages  managed 
; to  save  some  money.  Mr.  Chilcote  was  next  in  * 
| the  employ  of  Sanborn  N Co.,  at  Toledo,  Ohio; 
but  at  the  end  of  two  months  he  was  taken  il', 
and  on  his  recovery  returned  home  to  recuperate, 
spendingthe  summer  at  Republic,  Seneca  count}', 
where  his  step-father  had  removed  in  the  spring 
of  1S93,  and  where  his  mother  is  still  living. 
The  following  August,  Mr.  Chilcote  purchased 
the  business  of  R.  S.  Clegg  & Son,  furniture 
dealers  and  undertakers  of  Prairie  Depot,  and 
there  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. Besides  his  store  building  he  also  owns  a 
good  home  at  that  place. 

At  Perrysburg,  on  September  6,  1893.  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Chilcote  and  Miss 
Lottie  L.  Clegg,  daughter  of  R.  S.  and  Mary 
(Janney)  Clegg.  They  are  both  earnest  workers 
and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  our  subject  is  serving  as  secretary  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  He  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  socially  is  a member  ot 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  646,  and  Petroleum 
Lodge  No.  499,  K.  of  P. , both  of  Prairie  Depot. 

Hiram  Osterhol’t,  deceased,  was  a farmer 
of  Weston,  Ohio,  born  in  Ontario  county,  N T. 
December  6,  1816.  He  is  the  son  of  (h-m’ge 
l and  Catherine  Osterhout,  the  former  of  whom 
1 was  a farmer,  and  was  born  in  New  York  Stat. 

! He  died  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  at  the  age  ('t 
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seventy-four,  and  his  wife  when  fifty  years  old, 
also  in  Huron  county.  He  was  a Democrat. 
To  this  couple  were  born  six  children,  as  follows: 
Mary  Ann,  who  married  in  New  York  State; 
Hiram,  our  subject;  Electa,  who  married  Wilson 
Dwight,  of  Huron  county;  Henry,  who  died  in 
Wood  county;  Charles,  who  lives  at  Hull  Prairie; 
and  John,  who  died  near  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Our  subject  remained  in  New  York  until  six- 
teen years  old,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Huron  county.  In  1852  he  went  to  California, 
spending  one  hundred  and  eighty  days  on  the 
road.  He  spent  five  years  there,  hunting  gold, 
of  which  he  found  a goodly  quantity,  and  then 
returned  home  via  Nicarauga.  He  stopped  a 
few  days  in  Erie  county,  and  in  the  same  year, 
1857,  bought  his  present  farm  and  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Heath,  who  was  born  in 
Huron  county,  near  Monroeville,  in  March,  1823. 
They  at  once  settled  in  the  home  where  the 
widow  yet  resides,  and  by  honesty,  industry  and 
thrift,  accumulated  money,  and  became  inde- 
pendent. The  huge  maple  trees  standing  in 
front  of  their  residence  were  planted  by  Mr. 
Osterhout  when  he  first  went  to  live  there.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Disciples  Church.  Before 
the  war  he  was  a Whig,  but  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party  after  its  formation.  He  passed  to 
his  final  rest  August  26,  1896,  mourned  by  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 

' H.  C.  Pittenger  is  a noble  type  of  the  citi- 
zen soldier,  equally  true  to  his  country  on  the 
battlefield,  or  in  the  peaceful  surroundings  of  his 
home,  and  his  family  may  well  feel  proud  of  his 
honorable  and  manly  record.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  prominent  and  representative  men  of  Prairie 
Depot,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since  De- 
cember, 1891. 

Mr.  Pittenger  was  born  in  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  August  15,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Catherine  Pittenger,  both  of  whom  were  of  Ger- 
man extraction,  and  were  married  in  Seneca 
county.  The  father  was  a native  of  Maryland, 
and  accompanied  his  father,  John  Pittenger,  to 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  the  latter  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  merchants.  Our  subject  is  the  oldest  in 
the  family  of  six  children,  the  others  being 
Robert,  who  now  makes  his  home  in  Texas; 
Charles,  of  Seneca  county;  Jesse,  of  Texas; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Rev.  Reiser,  a Methodist  minister; 
and  William,  who  died  when  a young  man.  The 
parents  still  reside  upon  the  home  farm  in  Clin- 
ton township,  Seneca  county,  which  the  father 
purchased  many  years  ago,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued to  operate.  He  is  a large  man,  six  feet  in 


height,  and  during  his  younger  days  was  quite 
strong.  His  political  support  is  given  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  in 
the  common  country  schools  of  his  boyhood,  he 
first  attending  at  an  old  log  school  house,  which 
was  supplied  with  very  primitive  furniture.  He 
early  became  inured  to  the  arduous  labors  that  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  pioneer  farmers,  and  assisted 
his  father  in  clearing  the  land  and  developing  a 
farm,  remaining  under  the  parental' roof  until  he 
joined  the  boys  in  blue  during  the  Rebellion. 

On  August  18,  1862,  Mr.  Pittenger  joined 
Company.  I,  ioist  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  N.  M. 
Barnes,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Monroeville, 
i whence  he  was  sent  to  Cincinnati,  and  went  into 
camp  at  Covington,  Ky.  His  first  engagement 
was  at  Crab  Orchard,  Ky. , after  which  he  was 
detailed  to  drive  a team  in  a supply  train  belong- 
ing to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland.  After  the 
battle  of  Chattanooga,  he  rejoined  his  regiment 
at  Bridgeport,  Tenn.,  and  was  with  Sherman  un- 
til August  2,  1864.  At  about  6 p.  m.,  of  that 
day,  when  on  a skirmish  line  within  sight  of  At- 
lanta, he  received  a bullet  in  the  left  shoulder, 
and  was  sent  to  the  field  hospital.  He  was  later 
in  the  hospital  on  Kookout  Mountain,  where  he 
was  given  a furlough  in  November.  At  the  end 
of  twenty  days  he  returned  to  his  regiment  at 
; Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  remained  with  the  com- 
! mand  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  discharged 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  June,  1865,  after  about 
three  years  of  faithful  and  arduous  service.  On 
the  day  of  his  return  home  he  began  plowing 
corn,  and  aided  in  the  farm  work  until  his  mar- 
riage. 

On  March  3,  1868,  Mr.  Pittenger  was  joined 
in  wedlock  with  Miss  Rose  Watson,  who  was 
born  in  Seneca  county,  March  4,  1S46,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  Watson,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Pleasant  township,  that  county.  To  this 
worth}’  couple  have  been  born  four  children 
Asenith,  now  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hovis,  of  Prairie  De- 
pot; Maud,  wife  of  I.  B.  Newcomer,  of  the  same 
place;  Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Castle,  also  of 
Prairie  Depot;  and  Frank  K. , at  home. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Pittenger  operated 
the  “ \Yatson  homestead,”  which  he  rented  until 
1S70,  when  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Section  10,  Montgomery  township,  Wood  coun- 
ty, where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
his  removal  to  Prairie  Depot.  He  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket,  and  for  six  years  has 
been  a member  of  the  school  board.  Socially  he 
is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  Society  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  at  Prairie  Do- 
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pot.  Both  himself  and  excellent  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  In  which  they  take 
great  interest,  and  in  their  daily  life  show  them- 
selves to  be  sincere  Christians. 

Caleb  H.  Oppermann,  one  of  the  progressive 
young  farmers  of  Wood  county,  and  superintend- 
ent of  the  Air  Line  Oil  Co.,  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington township,  Wood  county,  January  2 i , 1865, 
and  is  a son  of  Henry  Francis  Oppermann,  a na- 
tive of  German}'.  When  a young  man  his  father 
came  to  this  county,  where  he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  cleared  and  cultivated; 
but  later  sold  the  same  and  bought  eighty  acres, 
to  which  he  subsequently  added  forty  acres,  erect- 
ing thereon  a good  dwelling.  On  February  19, 
1857,  he  wedded  Rebecca  North,  who  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. Politically,  he  was  formerly  a Democrat, 
later  becoming  a Republican,  and  served  his  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  office  of  supervisor.  His  death 
occurred  December  13,  1876,  that  of  his  wife  on 
January  4,  1 892. 

Our  subject  is  their  only  child.  In  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  place  of  birth, 
he  acquired  his  education,  and  afterward,  for  one 
season,  worked  in  a brick  and  tile  yard  at  Ton- 
togany;  but  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  took  entire 
charge  of  the  farm,  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully conducted,  making  many  good  improvements 
on  the  place,  including  the  erection  of  substantial 
barns  and  outbuildings.  In  March,  1896,  he  or- 
ganized the  C.  H.  Oppermann  Oil  Co. , of  which  he 
was  president,  and  in  August,  of  the  same  year, 
it  was  reorganized  as  the  Air  Line  Oil  Co.,  he  be- 
ing one  of  the  directors  and  superintendent,  or 
manager,  of  same. 

On  July  17,  1884,  Mr.  Oppermann  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Orra  Ketchum,  who  was  born 
December  25,  18C8,  a daughter  of  Edward 

Ketchum,  a carpenter,  of  Tontogany.  Her  father, 
who  is  a native  of  New  York,  was  born  Janu- 
ary 23,  1841,  and  on  January  20,  1867,  he  wedded 
Caroline  Ruder.  To  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Oppermann  and  her  twin  sister,  Clara. 
The  mother  died  December  ro,  1S69;  the  father 
is  now  an  inmate  of  the  Soldiers’  Home  at  Santa 
Monica,  Cal.;  during  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  at 
Tontogany  in  Company  C,  67th  O.  V.  I , and 
bravely  aided  in  defense  of  the  Union.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  come  seven  children: 
Sherwood  Gerald,  born  January  13,  1885,  now 
deceased;  Bernard  H.,  born  November  1 0.  1885; 
Helen,  born  March  18,  1887;  Neil  Ruder,  born 
June  17,  1888,  now  deceased;  Arthur,  born  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1S90;  and  twins  who  died  in  infancy. 


Since  the  age  of  ten  years  Mr.  Oppermann  ha- 
been  dependent  upon  his  own  efforts,  and  he  is  . 
typical  self-made  man.  He  was  ever  a dutiful 
son,  supporting  his  widowed  mother,  who  for  tin 
last  seven  years  of  her  life  was  an  invalid.  Hi. 
uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party,  has  been  school 
director  for  three  years,  and  for  two  years  was 
supervisor.  He  is  a consistent  and  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  belongs  to  Ton- 
togany Lodge  No.  755,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he 
has  always  taken  an  active  part,  filling  all  the 
chairs,  and  in  which  he  is  now  past  grand. 

. 

Caleb  North,  maternal  grandfather  of  Caleb 
H.  Oppermann,  was  born  March  18,  1789,  in 
Somerset  county,  Penn.,  but  nothing  is  known 
of  his  parentage.  Fie  had  one  brother  named 
John,  and  records  show  that  they  were  both 
“ baptized  at  Unity  church,  Perry  county,  Ohio, 

’ june  17,  1820”;  records  also  mention  that  John 
“died  in  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  July  16,  1874." 
In  1829,  Caleb  North  came  to  Ohio  and  settled 
on  the  farm  whereon  Caleb  H.  Oppermann  now 
lives,  in  Washington  township,  Wood  count}-. 
Here  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  trade,  that  of  tanner,  and  being 
very  handy  at  any  thing  he  undertook,  also  did 
something  at  other  trades,  such  as  making  boots 
and  shoes,  harness,  etc.,  for  the  early  settlers 
round  about  his  farm.  During  the  war  of  1812, 
he  was  a commissioned  officer,  and  Mr.  Opper- 
| mann  has  in  his  possession  the  sword  worn  by 
. him.  Mr.  North  also  had  charge  of  the  fern 
j at  Brandywine  Creek,  Penn.,  during  the  war, 
and  was  in  the  government  service  in  transport- 
ing troops,  besides  having  charge  of  the  United 
States  mail,  in  delivering  it  over  to  the  ferry. 
When,  in  1864,  Gov.  Tod  called  for  volunteers 
to  defend  the  State  against  the  threatened  in- 
vasion of  Morgan,  Mr.  North,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years,  was  among  the  first  to  shoulder 
his  rifle  and  offer  his  services,  as  a member  of 
the  “ Squirrel  Hunters,”  to  defend  the  State 
against  the  invasion;  he  proceeded  to  Cincinnati 
where  he  remained  in  camp  and  on  picket  duty 
until  the  command  was  ordered  home.  Two  of 
his  sons  also  served  in  that  struggle — Caleb,  Jr., 
as  a member  of  Company  C,  N 'S’.  Art.  (he  wa- 
killed  by  a Confederate  sharpshooter  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  Ya.,  October  24,  1S64),  and  Samuel 
! L. , who  served  but  a short  time,  however. 

On  April  12,  1813,  our  subject  was  married 
j in  Pennsylvania  to  Miss  Sarah  Black,  who  was 
i born  January  18,  1794,  in  Perry  county,  Ohio. 

; and  eight  children  were  born  to  them,  their  names 
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and  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Asbury,  - 
March  6,  1814;  Amelia,  November  24,  1816;  | 

Caleb,  November  9,  1819;  John,  March  25,  1822; 
Joseph,  February  17,  1825;  Samuel  L. , June  3, 
[827;  Mary  Catherine,  January  20,  1830,  and 
Rebecca,  November  2,  1834.  The  mother  of 
these  died  November  22,  1865.  Mr.  North 

passed  from  earth  January  28,  1875,  a*;  the  resi- 
dence of  his  son-in-law,  Henry  Oppermann,  in  ; 
Washington  township,  Wood  county,  fn  his  ! 
political  preferences  he  was  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  a prominent  adherent  of  the  party.  ’ For 
over  fifty  years  he  was  a worthy  and  exemplary 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  On  com- 
ing to  Wood  county  he  united  with  the  Plain 
Church,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Church  at  Tontogany,  when  he 
identified  himself  with  that  Society,  and  contri-  i 
buted  liberally  of  his  means  toward  the  erecting  | 
of  the  church  at  that  place.  He  was  a man  of 
strong  constitution,  great  energy,  and  of  remark-  j 
ably  temperate  habits.  In  his  death  the  family 
lost  a kind  and  affectionate  father,  and  the  com- 
munity an  exemplary  citizen  and  Christian  friend. 

Robert  J.  Hull,  who  is  a prosperous  mer- 
chant tailor  in  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  March  20,  1868,  and  is  the  son  of 
Harry  and  Elizabeth  (Old)  Hull.  His  father  was 
born  in  London,  England,  and  early  in  life  emi- 
grated to  America,  locating  in  British  Columbia, 
in  Canada,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  a 
saddler,  and  later  became  a dealer  in  furs.  He 
lived  for  a time  in  Victoria,  and  died  in  Ontario, 
Canada.  His  wife  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  was  j 
born  in,  or  near,  Montreal,  Canada,  at  which  | 
place  she  still  resides.  This  worthy  couple  were  I 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing  grew  to  maturity:  William,  Harry,  Rob- 

ert, Ellen,  and  Nettie. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of  his 
life  in  British  Columbia,  then  he  went  to  Wini- 
peg  and  later  to  Montreal.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  a tailor,  and  for  some  years  traveled  through- 
out the  country,  working  at  different  places, 
coming  to  the  United  States  in  18S7,  and  locat- 
ing in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  From  there  he  went  to 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  then  to  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and 
for  a time  was  in  Pennsylvania,  Illinois  and  at 
the  city  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  finally  coming  to 
Bowling  Green  in  [889.  He  was  a journeyman 
until  April,  1893,  when  he  opened  his  present 
shop  and  began  business  as  a merchant  tailor. 
He  carries  a full  line  of  clothes  and  trimmings, 
having  about  $4,000  worth  of  stock.  He  employs 
eleven  people,  and  may  well  be  called  a hustler,  1 


as  he  does  all  his  own  cutting,  travels  through 
the  oil  fields  soliciting  work,  and  is  a most  liberal 
advertiser.  His  work  is  of  the  highest  grade,  and 
he  well  deserves  the  liberal  patronage  which  is 
bestowed  upon  him.  Mr.  Hull  is  a most  ener- 
getic,, enterprising  man,  and  is  very  popular  in 
the  community.  Pie  is  unmarried.  Politically 
he  is  a Republican,  and  socially  belongs  to  the 
K.  of  P.,  and  I.  O.  O.  F. 

James  H.  Wensel,  an  energetic  and  progress- 
ive farmer  of  Montgomery  township,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred 
December  27,  i860,  in  Venice  township,  Seneca 
county.  His  father,  John  Wensel,  was  born 
near  Hesse  Cassel,  Germany,  May  3,  1821,  and 
was  the  son  of  Conrad  Wensel,  who  by  days’ 
labor  supported  his  family,  consisting  of  thirteen 
children,  only  four  of  whom  grew  to  adult  age, 
namely:  John,  George,  Catharine  and  Gertrude. 

On  the  completion  of  his  education,  the  father 
of  our  subject  engaged  in  tending  stock  in  his 
native  country,  his  father  also  having  been  a 
herdsman;  but  in  1846,  with  a few  dollars  in  his 
pocket,  a part  of  which  he  had  earned,  and  the 
remainder  what  his  parents  could  spare,  he  bade 
farewell  to  the  friends  and  scenes  of  his  youth, 
starting  for  America,  where  he  understood  better 
chances  were  afforded  a poor  boy,  such  as  he  was. 
He  left  Bremen  on  the  sailing  vessel,  “Mary 
Ann,”  which  reached  the  shores  of  the  United 
States  seven  weeks  later,  and  he  started  at  once 
for  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  On  arriving  at 
Pittsburg,  Penn.,  his  money  became  exhausted, 
but  he  was  kindly^  helped  by  a friend.  He  earned 
his  first  money  in  America  upon  a farm  in  Colum- 
biana county,  eight  miles  north  of  New  Lisbon. 
After  spending  a few  months  there,  he  in  Septem- 
ber, 1846,  located  in  Bloom  township,  Seneca 
county,  where  he  worked  as  a farm  hand  for  two 
years  for  Jacob  Hossler. 

In  that  county,  on  June  23,  1853,  Mr.  Wen- 
sel was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy 
Grimes,  who  was  born  in  Columbiana  county, 
April  16,  1832,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
Grimes,  a farmer,  who  removed  from  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  to  Seneca  county.  The  following 
children  graced  this  union — Mary  E. , born  Janu- 
ary 11,  1854.  is  now  Mrs.  Matthew  Burton,  of 
Liberty  township,  Wood  county;  Joseph  W..  born 
March  1 1 , 1855,  died  September  6,  1S50;  Ira 

M. , born  October  11,  1857,  is  an  agriculturist  of 
Webster  township,  Wood  county;  Sophia  A , 
born  October  22,  1839,  died  February  27,  1SO0; 
Christina  I.,  twin  sister  of  Sophia,  is  tin  wife  of 
John  Roush,  of  Luckey,  Ohio;  James  H.  is  the 
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his  marriage  the  father  owned 


next  in  order  of  birth;  Sarah  E.,  born  July  20, 
1863,  is  now  Mrs.  Finando  Hastings,  of  Mont- 
gomery township;  and  Nancy,  born  August  7, 
1865,  died  in  infancy. 

At  the  time  of 
200  acres  of  land  one  mile  north  of  Eagl^ville, 
in  Bloom  township,  Wood  county,  and  on  this 
land  had  the  first  home  he  could  call  his  own, 
since  leaving  Germany.  The  place  was  a wet, 
swampy  tract,  and  after  a short  residence  there 
he  returned  to  Seneca  county,  where  he  rented 
land  until  1862,  when  he  bought  a farm  in  Venice 
township,  that  county.  On  that  place  he  resided 
until  April,  1871,  when  he  came  to  Montgomery 
township,  Wood  county,  locating  upon  one  hun- 
dred acres  which  he  had  purchased  in  Section  6. 
The  improvements  were  few  and  rude,  the  dwell- 
ings built  of  logs,  and  the  land  was  but  partially 
cleared.  To  its  development  and  cultivation  he 
has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  up  to 
December,  1895,  at  that  time  laying  aside  active 
business  cares.  He  has  lived  to  accumulate  a 
handsome  cempetence,  reared  a large  family, 
and  he  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  In  all 
his  efforts  he  was  ably  assisted  by  his  good  wife, 
who  died  January  22,  1883,  and  was  buried  at 
Pemberville,  Ohio.  He  erected  all  the  buildings 
upon  his  farm,  which  now  ranks  among  the  best 
in  the  locality.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Dem- 
ocrat. 

Upon  the  home  farm,  James  H.  Wensel  was 
reared  to  the  thrifty  habits  characteristic  of  the 
German  people,  early  receiving  instruction  in  the 
duties  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist, 

of  his  father,  has 
and  skillful  farmer.  His  lit- 
erary training  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools. 
He  has  always  remained  under  the  parental  roof, 
now  having  the  entire  management  of  the  farm, 
and  for  some  time  has  been  the'  main  spoke  in 
the  wheel.  His  father,  however,  still  resides 
with  him. 

In  Montgomery  township,  on  November  8, 
i S 8 3 , Mr.  Wensel  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Braden,  of  Morrow  countv,  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  December  25,  1862,  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Rebecca  (Wirebaugh) 
Braden.  Five  children  were  born  to  them — Ro- 
ley,  born  January  6,  1885;  Irvin,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Grace,  born  June  8,  1888;  Myrtle,  born 
August  27,  1890;  and  Mary  A.,  born  February 
27,  1892.  The  mother  is  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Politically,  Mr.  Wen- 
sel affiliates  with  the  Democracy,  but  inis  never 
aspired  to  public  office,  prefering  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests. 


and,  under  the  able  guidance 
become  a thorough 


IT  A.  Kiel.  This  republican  government 
finds  its  best  justification  in  the  fact  that  the  over- 
crowded population  of  the  Old  World  can  here 
seek  homes,  and,  starting  out  on  equal  footing, 
secure  the  success  which  most  abilities  and  dili- 
gence can  obtain.  Mr.  Kiel  is  one  of  the  adopted 
sons  of  America.  He  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  December  26,  1 844,  and  is  a son  of 
Frederick  and  Mary  (Benpoff)  Kiel,  also  natives 
of  Germany.  In  1S53  the  father  brought  his 
family  to  America  in  a sailing  vessel,  which 
weighed  anchor  at  Bremen,  and  after  a voyage  of 
more  than  four  weeks  reached  the  harbor  of  New 
York.  He  came  direct  to  Wood  county,  and  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near  Pemberville, 
on  which  he  built  a small  log  house,  there  making 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the 
spring  of  1859.  His  wife  has  since  married  again, 
and  still  lives  in  Pemberville.  Mr.  Kiel  was  a 
soldier  in  the  German  army,  and  throughout  life 
made  farming  his  occupation.  His  children  were: 
Henry  A. ; William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three;  Fred,  a railroad  watchman;  and  Herman, 
a grocer,  of  Weston,  Ohio.  By  her  second  mar- 
riage the  mother  had  two  children— Edward,  who 
is  living  on  the  old  homestead,  and  John. 

Our  subject  attended  school  for  two  years  in 
his  native  land,  and  subsequently  attended  the 
district  schools  of  Freedom  township.  His  va- 
cation months  during  that  time  were  spent  at 
farm  labor.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  secured  a 
clerkship  in  the  general  store  of  fra  Banks,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  then,  in 
1864,  entered  the  army,  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany C,  144th  O.  V.  I.  He  joined  the  regiment 
near  Baltimore,  and  continued  at  the  front  for 
one  hundred  days.  On  his  return  north  he  went 
to  Toledo,  where  he  worked  in  a sash  factory  for 
about  a year,  and  then  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Weston,  which  he  successfully  carried 
on  for  a number  of  years.  During  that  time  he 
was  associated  with  two  partners,  his  brother 
being  in  the  store  with  him  from  1879  until  1884. 
He  then  sold  his  store  and  stock  to  his  brother, 
and  in  1S86  he  embarked  in  the  gristmill  business 
in  Tontogany,  although  he  continued  his  residence 
in  Weston.  For  four  years  he  followed  that 
pursuit,  and  then  located  on  his  present  farm 
since  which  time  he  has  devoted  his  entire  ener- 
gies to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  first  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  1877,  but  now  owns  13° 
acres. 

Mr.  Kiel  was  married,  August  2,  1860,  to 
Miss  W.  Hartman,  who  was  born  .a.  !': 
ship,  Wood  countv,  April  19,  1845,  a daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Selecott)  Hartman.  In 
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politics  our  subject  is  a Democrat,  is  deeply  in-  | 
terested  in  the  success  of  his  party,  and  has  held 
a number  of  minor  offices;  also  served  as  county  | 
commissioner  for  two  years.  His  life  has  been  i 
well  and  worthily  spent,  and  has  secured  him  the  ! 
esteem  of  these  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 

Isaiah  T.  Bruner,  a thorough  and  skillful 
farmer,  and  a business  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary capacity,  is  a representative  of  ihe  agricult- 
ural interests  of  Center  township.  There  he  is 
recognized  as  an  important  factor  in  preserving  j 
the  reputation  of  the  township  as  one  of  the  best 
developed  sections  in  Wood  county.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  State,  born  in  Perry  county, 
August  io,  1847.  His  father  .Jacob  Bruner,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  German  descent,  and  in 
the  district  schools  of  Perry  county  obtained  his 
education.  He  there  married  Miss  Hattie  Mur- 
phy, by  whom  he  had  three  children — Owen,  a 
farmer  of  Minnesota;  Isaiah  T, , of  this  sketch;  and 
John,  a farmer  of  Pennsylvania.  The  mother  j 
died  in  1849,  after  which  Mr.  Bruner  was  again  I 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mary  j 
Owens,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Zraha,  an  agriculturist  of  Wis- 

consin; Annie,  wife  of  William  Smith,  a contract- 
or and  builder  of  Pennsylvania;  Franklin,  a rail- 
road man;  and  Charles,  who  still  makes  his  home 
in  Perry  county,  Penn.  The  father  passed  away 
in  1879,  and  his  second  wife  died  in  1887. 

The  common  schools  of  Perry  county  afford- 
ed our  subject  his  educational  privileges,  and  un- 
der the  parental  roof  he  grew  to  manhood,  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  operation  of  his  land. 
He  then  rented  a farm  for  several  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Henry 
township,  Wood  county,  where  he  bought  eighty 
acres,  which  he  cultivated  until  1887.  At  that 
time  he  came  to  Center  township,  here  purchas-  ] 
ing  eighty  acres  of  land,  a part  of  the  tract  owned 
by  the  late  William  Perrin,  and  to  its  improve- 
ment he  has  since  devoted  his  attention,  so  that  1 
it  is  now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  his  section. 

In  1871,  in  Perry  county,  Penn.,  Mr.  Bruner 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Sarah  Ebersole,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Ebersole,  of  that  State,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children — 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  Jones,  an  oil  oper-  1 
ator  of  Henry  township,  and  has  one  child — 
Robert;  Odessa,  who  was  born  in  1889;  Jessie.  ; 
born  in  1881;  and  Samuel,  born  in  1874,  who 
died  in  1877. 

Mr.  Bruner  is  a thorough  Republican  in  his  j 
Political  views,  and  adheres  closely  to  party  lines 


at  times  of  election,  while  his  religious  belief  is 
chat  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  His  suc- 
cess in  life  has  been  the  result  of  honest,  persist- 
ent effort,  in  the  line  of  honorable  and  ijianly 
dealing.  His  aims  have  always  been  to  attain  to 
the  best,  and  he  has  carried  forward  to  success- 
ful completion  whatever  he  has  undertaken.  In 
his  pleasant  home  he  is  surrounded  by  a happy 
and  contented  family,  who  have  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  who  know  them. 

George  Brandeberry.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  comes  of  a family  of  pioneers.  The  son 
of  fames  and  Jane  (Bates)  Brandeberry,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  tie  was 
born  in  Section  IO,  Perry  township,  August  3, 
1S55.  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  Dis- 
trict 8,  in  Perry.  Since  his  boyhood  he  has 
seen  the  schools  greatly  improved,  and  heartily 
endorses  the  movement  in  that  direction.  He 
also  attended  Heidelberg  College  at  Tiffin  for  a 
short  time. 

Mr.  Brandeberry,  when  but  a boy,  selected 
farming  as  a vocation  in  life,  and  under  the  tutor- 
ship of  his  father  he  received  excellent  training. 
His  first  ideas  in  this  work  were  obtained  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives.  On  December  21, 
1876,  he  was  married  in  Perry  township  to  Miss 
Lavina  Baker,  who  was  born  in  Scott  township, 
Sandusky  county,  November  26,  1859,  the  par- 
ents of  whom  were  Martin  and  Mary  W ise) 
Baker,  both  natives  of  Hancock  county.  The 
parents  of  Mary  Wise  were  Benjamin  and  Lydia 
who  came  from  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Brande- 
berry was  the  only  daughter  among  four  children, 
the  others  being  William,  Amos  and  Emmanuel. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  located  on  the 
home  farm,  in  an  old  house  which  has  since  been 
torn  down,  and  he  and  his  father  worked  in  part- 
nership until  1S91,  when  our  subject  became 
owner  of  a portion  of  his  present  farm,  and  later 
bought  the  rest  of  his  present  home,  consisting 
of  160  acres  of  as  good  land  as  there  is  in  the 
county,  123  acres  of  which  is  cleared.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brande- 
berry: Howard,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Lee. 

Jennie,  and  Guy,  who  are  still  living  at  home. 
Our  subject  was  a Republican  until  1892,  when 
he  joined  the  Prohibition  party.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
for  eighteen  years,  fourteen  of  which  he  has  been 
a class  leader,  and  for  three  years  he  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  at  West  Millgrovc 
Mr.  Brandeberry  is  above  the  average  man  m 
intelligence,  and  is  well  read,  being  a liberal 
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patron  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  that  con-  ' 
tain  good,  instructive  matter.  He  is  prosperous,  j 
a hard  worker,  a good  manager  and  a thorough 
farmej. 

Elijah  Huber.  Among  the  young  men  of 
Portage  township  who  have  selected  agriculture 
as  their  vocation  in  life,  and  who,  judging  from 
present  indications,  are  bound  to  realize  their 
most  sanguine  anticipations,  is  the  subject  of  this  ' 
biographical  notice,  who  is  residing  on  Section  j 
12,  where  he  has  seventy  acres  of  valuable  farm-  ! 
ing  land.  He  was  born  in  the  same  section,  ! 
February  io,  1873,  and  is  the  youngest  son  of 
John  U.  and  Clarissa  (Foster)  Huber. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  such  as  the  ’ 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  afforded,  his  i 
first  teacher  being  David  VanVoorhis.  He  was  ! 
but  a child  when  his  father  died,  and  remained 
upon  the  home  farm  until  nineteen  years  of  age. 
After  a year  then  spent  in  the  Eastern  States,  he 
returned  to  Portage  township,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  At  Bowling  Green,  on  July  7,  i 
1893,  was  celebrated  his  marriage  with  Miss  Hen- 
rietta Cox,  who  was  born  in  Portage  township,  1 
May  30,  1877,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Hemminger)  Cox.  They  now  ! 
have  two  children:  John  W.,  born  December 
30,  1894;  and  Charles  J.,  born  March  21.  1896. 

For  a short  time  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Huber  lived  upon  his  father-in-law’s  farm, 
whence  he  removed  to  his  present  place,  where 
he  has  erected  all  the  buildings  there  found. 
Although  young,  he  is  rapidly  growing  into  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  neighbors,  and  bids 
fair,  in  the  near  future,  to  assume  a prominent  , 
and  influential  position  in  the  community.  In 
his  political  views  he  coincides  with  the  plat- 
form formulated  by  the  Democratic  party. 

George  Hoffmann,  the  well-known  proprie-  j 
tor  of  the  oldest  meat  market  in  Perrysburg,  was 
born  February  4,  1 836,  in  Bavaria.  His  parents. 
George  Frederick  and  Margaret  (Scheets)  Hoff- 
mann, were  also  born  there,  the  father  in  1811, 
and  the  mother  in  1810.  They  came  to  this 
country  in  1852,  with  their  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, locating  in  Perrysburg  township,  where 
they  both  died  of  cholera  (as  did  also  two  of  the  ! 
children — John  and  Elizabeth)  two  years  later. 

Mr.  Hoffmann,  the  eldest  son,  then  a bey  of 
eighteen,  buried  them  all  without  assistance,  the 
neighbors  fearing  contagion.  This  sad  duty  per- 
fbrmed,  he  took  up  the  task  of  supporting  the 
younger  children,  hiring  out  to  work  on  a farm 
by  the  month,  and  under  his  kindly  care  the  j 


remainder  of  the  family  grew  to  maturity.  John 
George  married  Catherine  Cornelius,  of  Perrys- 
burg, and  is  a prominent  business  man  of  the 
same  place;  Barbara  married  Adam  Hazel,  of 
Perrysburg;  Christina  married  Alex.  Christ,  of 
Toledo;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  George  Huber, 
of  Toledo;  and  Mary  married  William  Xopper,  of 
the  same  city. 

After  working  nearly  five  years  for  his  first 
employer,  our  subject  entered  the  employ  of  an- 
other, of  whom  he  purchased  a small  piece  of 
land.  In  1858  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
F.  Cornelius,  a native  of  Perrysburg,  born  Janu- 
ary 3,  1S41.  Fifteen  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  George  W.  married  Victoria  Schellinger, 

of  Perrysburg;  Christopher  A.  married  Louisa 
Armbruster,  of  the  same  place;  Elizabeth  M 
married  Casper  Brandhuber,  of  the  same  place; 
Ella  A.  married  William  L.  Stebel,  of  Liverpool: 
Henry  married  Mary  C.  Armbruster,  of  Perrys- 
burg; Godfred,  Valentine,  Victoria,  John  and 
joe  are  at  home.  John,  Michael,  Daniel,  Mary 
and  Anna  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Hoffmann  and  his  bride  of  sixteen  endured 
many  privations  during  the  first  years  of  their 
married  life,  but  their  mutual  affections  sustained 
them.  He  continued  to  work  as  a farm  laborer 
until  1861,  when  he  came  to  Perrysburg,  and 
opened  the  meat  market  which  he  has  ever  since 
conducted.  His  sterling  qualities  of  character 
have  won  him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a wide 
circle  of  acquaintances,  and  he  is  a notable 
example  among  the  self-made  men  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a Democrat  politically,  and  is  a 
devout  adherent  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Sabastin  Shiple  (deceased)  was  born  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  November  1,  1807,  and  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He 
aftenvard  worked  in  a brewery  for  eleven  years, 
and  in  1840  he  came  to  America,  hoping  to  bene- 
fit his  financial  condition  in  the  New  World.  !»• 
made  his  first  location  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he 
worked  for  a year  as  a laborer,  and  in  1842  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  locating  in  Middleton 
township,  where  for  a short  time  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a farm  hand.  He  then  purchased  1 2u 
acres  of  land,  covered  largely  with  timber  am. 
water.  In  order  to  make  this  cultivable  he  tiled 
it,  and  then  transformed  it  into  rich  fields.  He 
cleared  forty  acres,  erected  a good  home  and 
barn,  and  carried  on  the  work  of  improvement 
until  he  had  a well-deveLped  farm. 

I11  1847  Mr.  Shiple  was  united  in  marriage. 
Middleton  township,  with  Margaret  Getz,  mL* 
was  born  in  Germany  in  1S22.  The\  bec  ame 
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the  parents  of  five  children:  John,  who  is  en- 

,,;l.rcd  in  farming;  Joseph,  an  agriculturist  of 
Middleton  township;  Katie,  wife  of  John  Schwint; 
George  A.,  of  whom  special  mention  will  presently 
be  made,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
|tinc  28,  1893.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  a faithful  member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
while  his  many  excellencies  of  character  made 
him  a favorite  with  many  friends  who  gave  him 
high  regard. 

George  A.  Shiple  has  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Middleton  township,  and  is  one  of  the  wide- 
awake and  representative  young  farmers  of  the 
community.  He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
September  29,  1863,  and  acquired  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  district  school  near  nis  home, 
but  later  attended  the  Catholic  school  at  Perrys- 
burg,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  a year 
and  a half.  He  early  became  familiar  with  all 
the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  has  always  carried  on 
agricultural  parsuits.  He  is  to-day  operating 
sixty-two  acres  of  well-cultivated  land,  and 
cares  for  and  supports  his  widowed  mother,  who 
is  now  in  her  seventy-third  year.  Pie  possesses 
excellent  business  ability,  is  honorable  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  is  meeting  with  success  in  his  well- 


directed 


undertakings.  He  gives  his  political 


support  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  supervisor  for  one  term.  He  is  a 
member  of  and  supports  the  Catholic  Church  of 
Perrysburg;  also  belongs  to  the  Altar  Society. 
He  is  scrpulously  faithful  to  every  duty  and 
every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  his  genial,  social 
manner  has  gained  him  many  friends. 


W.  F.  Dowling,  an  industrious  and  enter- 
prising agriculturist  of  Wood  county,  is  one  of  the 
leading  residents  of  Montgomery  township,  in 
Section  29;  he  was  born  September  4,  1864.  His 
father,  William  Dowling,  was  a native  of  Marion 
county,  Ohio,  born  at  Latimerville,  on  August  5, 
1833,  and  was  a son  of  Jackson  and  P>etsey  (Ar- 
buckle)  Dowling.  After  the  death  of  the  latter, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject  married  Eunice 
BiSgs,  a widow.  His  death  occurred  at  Mt.  Yer- 
'ion,  Ohio. 

William  Dowling,  the  father,  was  a son  of 
poor  parents,  and  received  only  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  district  schools  afforded  during 
his  younger  years.  During  his  youth,  while  not 
'»  school,  he  was  employed  in  his  father's  store 
°r  upon  his  small  farm.  By  teaching  he  s>  "in  1 
money  with  which  to  pay  his  tuition  at  Hit. .in 
f ollege,  which  he  attended  while  James  A.  Gar- 
held  was  also  a student  there,  but  his  college 


course  was  interrupted  at  intervals  when  he  was 
compelled  to  teach. 

At  Osceola,  Marion  county,  in  May,  1 8 4 4 , 
Mr.  Dowling  wedded  Miss  MaryS.  Chapman,  who 
was  born  at  Montville,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio.  De- 
cember 26,  1S30,  and  was  a daughter  of  George 
and  Lois  (Bates)  Chapman,  the  former  a native 
of  New  York.  Their  first  home  was  a humble 
log  cabin,  with  a dry-goods  box  for  a table,  and  a 
sugar  trough  was  used  for  a cradle,  in  which  the 
oldest  child,  Rosa,  was  rocked.  The  father  taught 
school  during  the  winter  sessions  in  order  to  sup- 
port his  family,  and  in  the  midst  of  all  the  trials 
and  difficulties  of  those  early  days,  he  suffered  a 
severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever.  During  the  early 
part  of  his  married  life  he  lived  for  one  year  in 
Indiana,  to  which  State  he  moved  in  a covered 
wagon.  It  was  in  i860  that  Mr.  Dowling  first 
came  to  Wood  county,  where  he  purchased  eighty- 
acres  in  Section  32,  Montgomery  township,  where 
he  lived  for  two  years,  when  he  sold  at  a profit, 
and  purchased  140  acres  in  Sections  28  and  29. 
To  this  he  soon  added.,  another  thirty-acre  tract, 
but  there  was  no  house  upon  the  farm,  and  the 
family  had  to  live  in  rented  quarters  for  a time. 
He  later  bought  forty  acres  in  Section  29,  which 
contained  a house,  into  which  they  moved.  From 
time  to  time  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
land,  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  380 
acres  of  excellent  land,  all  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  Mr.  Dowling 
became  a member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  a 
few  years  later  began  preaching  for  that  denom- 
ination, his  first  sermon  being  delivered  in  1854. 
In  following  that  calling  he  was  interrupted  at 
different  times  by  his  efforts  to  secure  a home  for 
his  family.  His  first  charge  was  at  P'rccport, 
Ohio,  and  later  he  preached  at  various  places 
throughout  Wood  county.  In  April,  1871,  he  was 
called  to  Kenton.  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge  of 
a Church  for  nine  years,  and  for  the  following 
seven  years  was  thus  employed  in  Marion  coun- 
ty, after  which  he  returned  to  Kenton,  for  eight- 
een months.  His  last  charge  was  at  Bowling 
i Green,  Ohio,  which  he  was  compelled  to  leave  in 
! August,  1889,  on  account  of  failing  health.  He 
j never  recovered,  but  died  at  the  sanitarium  at 
Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  on  March  7,  1890.  His  lov- 
ing wife  remained  at  his  side,  and  after  his  death 
made  her  home  with  her  children,  until  she  too 
passed  away,  July  29,  1893.  She  was  a con- 
scientious Christian  woman,  and  had  engaged  in 
teaching  (luring  her  younger  days.  Both  parents 
were  buried  at  Freeport.  The  father  was  a self- 
i made  man  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  was 
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ever  prominent  in  Church  work,  and  was  one  of 
the  ablest  pastors  of  the  Disciples  Church.  In 
politics  he  regularly  supported  the  Republican 
party. 

Mr.  Dowling,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of 
seven  children,  the  others  being  Rosa  A.,  wife  of 
William  Williamson,  a commission  merchant  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Hattie  F. , now  Mrs.  J.  L.  Will- 
iamson, of  Freeport,  'Ohio;  Flora  O. , wife  of 
Rev.  G.  T.  Camp,  a minister  of  the  Disciples 
Church  at  Council  Grove,  Kans. ; Frank  M.,  who 
is  a minister  of  the  same  Church,  and  is  now 
located  at  Pomona,  Cal.;  Alla  M.,  wife  of  Rev. 
Charles  M.  Kreidler,  who  is  pastor  of  the  Dis- 
ciples Church  at  Lansingburg,  N.Y. ; and  Clarence 
E.,  a farmer  of  Montgomery  township,  Wood 
county. 

During  his  boyhood,  our  subject  attended  the 
schools  of  Kenton  and  Marion,  Ohio,  during  the 
residence  of  his  parents  at  those  places.  lie 
might  have  received  a more  advanced  education, 
for  which  he  had  an  opportunity,  but  he  then 
lacked  the  desire  for  further  study,  and  began 
work  upon  his  father’s  farm  as  an  employe,  and 
later  rented  land  from  his  father. 

On  September  io,  1885,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Dowling  and  Miss  Ella  A.  Car- 
hart,  a native  of  Marion  county,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Anna  E.  (Merchant) 
Carhart.  She  is  a graduate  of  the  Marion  schools, 
and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of 
one  child — Florence  I.,  born  April  16,  1890. 

This  young  couple  began  house-keeping  upon  the 
farm  which  is  still  their  home,  and  have  lived 
there  continuously,  with  the  exception  of  a year 
and  a half  spent  at  Kenton,  Ohio.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Dowling  is  a stanch  Republican,  always  vot- 
ing for  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Disciples  Church  at  Freeport.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship, and  is  destined  to  be  one  of  its  most  pros- 
perous and  enterprising  farmers. 

James  Dindore  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wood  county 
for  almost  a quarter  of  a century,  and  now  owns 
eighty  acres  of  rich  land  in  Perry  township.  His 
childhood's  home  was  in  Hocking  township,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  took  place  April 
6,  1854,  and  he  is  a son  of  George  and  Sarah 
(Hoffein)  Dindore.  His  father,  who  was  also  a 
'native  of  that  county,  died  when  our  subject  was 
only  ten  years  old,  leaving  the  widow  with  seven 
children,  of  whom  James  was  the  fourth  in  order 


of  birth.  Three  children  had  died  before  the  fa- 
ther passed  away.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer,  and  left  a good  farm  of  sixty  acres,  so 
the  family  were  comfortably  situated.  The  op- 
portunities of  our  subject  for  securing  an  educa- 
tion were  rather  limited,  as  his  services  were 
needed  upon  the  farm,  and  the  districts  schools 
of  those  days  were  not  of  a very  high  grade. 

The  first  twenty-one  years  of  his  life  Mr. 
Dindore  spent  on  the  farm  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred, and  in  1875  he  came  to  Bloom  township. 
Wood  county,  securing  work  as  a farm  hand  with 
Philip  Brubaker.  The  following  winter,  how- 
ever, was  spent  in  his  native  county,  and  in  the 
; summer  of  1876  he  worked  for  Orrin  Stearns,  in 
Perry  township.  He  always  gave  the  best  of 
| satisfaction,  and  his  employers  were  always  will- 
| ing  to  hire  him  a second  time. 

Mr.  Dindore  was  married  in  Perry  township, 
on  May  18,  1879,  to  Miss  Ella  Bosler,  who  was 
| born  there  December  2,  1854,  and  is  a daughter 
j of  Tobias  and  Catherine  (Slatterbeck)  Bosler. 

: They  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children 
i — Cora,  who  was  born  June  8,  1SS0,  and  died 

July  8,  following;  Clarence  L.,  born  April  4. 
1882;  and  Charles  F.,  born  January  23,  1S84. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Dindore  operated  two 
, rented  farms  before  purchasing  property,  his  first 
! land  being  forty  acres  in  Section  17,  Perry  town- 
ship, to  which  he  removed  early  in  1884.  He 
had  paid  $200  cash  for  the  place,  only  five  acres 
! of  which  were  cleared,  and  the  buildings  con- 
sisted of  a log  house  and  a small  frame  stable. 

I While  clearing  his  place  he  operated  land  for 
neighboring  farmers.  As  his  land  was  still  in  its 
primitive  condition,  it  was  a case  of  pioneer  life 
in  the  midst  of  civilization,  as  the  buildings  were 
very  crude;  no  draining  had  been  done,  and  allot 
j the  surroundings  were  exceedingly  wild.  The 
\ timber  has  now  been  cut  from  sixty  acres,  the 
fields  have  been  tiled,  a good  barn  40x60  feet 
was  built  in  1S93,  and  two  years  later  a com- 
fortable, cozy  house  was  completed. 

Politically,  Mr.  Dindore  is  a reliable  Repub- 
' lican,  one  of  the  leading  members  of  that  part) 
in  Perry  township;  in  1892  he  was  elected  a trus- 
tee, in  which  position  he  is  yet  serving,  and  is  1 
member  of  the  West  Millgrove  school  board,  in 
which  special  district  he  resides.  Socially,  he  is 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  at  Freeport. 

H.  Hair,  a representative  farmer  of  Middle- 
ton  township,  was  born  in  Sanduskv  county. 
Ohio,  December  2,  1849.  His  father,  Thomas 
I Hair,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  whence 
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when  a young  inan  he  came  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Sandusky  county,  where  he  operated  a forty-acre 
farm.  He  married  Miss  Esther  Fisher,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
died  in  childhood;  the  surviving  members  of  the 
family  are  our  subject  and  Mary,  the  latter  being 
now  the  wife  of  Stephen  Collin,  of  Clyde,  San- 
dusky county..  The  parents  are  both  deceased. 
Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  worked  upon 
his  father's  farm  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  subsequently  spending  two 
and  one-half  years  in  a sawmill  in  Sandusky 
county.  In  1874  he  came  to  Wood  county, 
locating  in  Middleton  township,  where,  with  the 
money  he  had  acquired  through  his  own  labors, 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  which  he  has 
improved  until  it  is  now  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  yields  to  him  a good  return  for 
his  labor.  In  1874  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Collier,  of  Sandusky  county,  and 
two  children  graced  this  marriage:  Stella,  born 

February  25,  1875,  now  the  wife  of  John  Smith, 
a farmer  of  Middleton  township  (they  have  one 
child),  and  Della,  who  died  when  two  years  old. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hair  is  a stanch  Prohi- 
bitionist. He  belongs  to  the  Radical  United 
Brethren  Church,  takes  a very  active  part  in 
Church  work,  and  is  now  serving  as  trustee  and 
class  leader.  He  is  a man  of  progress  and  enter- 
prise, a public-spirited  citizen,  giving  a hearty 
support  to  everything  calculated  to  promote  the 
educational,  social  and  moral  welfare  of  the 
community. 

Marshal  Ducat,  a wealthy  retired  agricultur- 
ist residing  in  Bowling  Green,  was  born  July  8, 
1843,  on  the  boundary  line  between  Ohio  and 
Michigan,  the  State  line  running  through  his 
father’s  house.  He  is  a descendant  of  an  old 
French  family,  early  settlers  in  Michigan. 

His  grandfather  Ducat  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  stationed  at  Detroit,  and  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  then  an  infant,  was  taken  to  that 
post  at  the  time  of  Hull’s  surrender.  Mr.  Ducat’s 
grandmother  drew  a pension  up  to  the  time  of 
her  death,  on  account  of  her  husband’s  military 
service.  Her  death  occurred  May  5,  1862. 

Our  subject's  father,  Joseph  Ducat,  was  born 
in  Michigan  in  1807.  He  married  Victoria  Jacob, 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  Wood  county,  where, 
except  for  a residence  of  seven  years  in  Ottawa 
county,  he  remained  until  his  death  in  18;  2 He 
had  twelve  children:  Joseph,  a farmer  in  Wood 

county;  Exea,  a prominent  resident  of  Bowling 
Green;  Alexander,  a soldier  during  the  Ci\i!  war, 


j who  died  in  1866;  Julius  and  John,  both  farmers 
in  Wood  county;  Gilbert,  a retired  farmer  living 
in  Bowling  Green;  Isadore,  residing  in  East 
Toledo;  Marshal,  our  subject;  Frank,  a farmer  in 
| . Wood  county;  Victoria,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six,  and  two  others  who  died  in  infancy. 

Marshal  Ducat,  our  subject,  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father’s  farm,  and  in  1867  married 
,Miss  Ella  Mominee;  two  children  blessed  this 
; union:  Jackson,  born  March  10,  1868,  and 

Elmer,  born  April  5,  1S77,  both  of  whom  re- 
| ceived  an  excellent  education  in  the  high  school 
at  Bowling  Green.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ducat 
; settled  upon  a fine  farm  in  Liberty  township, 
i where  he  remained  until  1S88,  when  he  retired 
from  active  business,  and  came  to  Bowling 
i Green  to  reside.  He  owns,  at  present,  sixty  acres 
j of  land,  with  four  oil  wells.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and,  although  never  an  active  politician, 
he  is  a ready  and  generous  supporter  of  all 
; public  movements  which  meet  his  approval. 

A.  J.  Conklin,  a progressive  farmer  of  Middle- 
ton  township,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Ohio,  hav- 
| ing  been  born  in  Huron  county,  November  20, 

1 846,  and  is  a son  of  James  Conklin,  a retired  farm- 
er and  prominent  citizen  of  Weston.  He  enjoyed 
j the  educational  privileges  afforded  by  the  district 
schools  near  his  home,  and  through  the  summer 
months  he  aided  in  the  cultivation  of  his  father’s 
farm  until  twenty-four  years  of  age.  He  then 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and  secured  em- 
ployment as  a farm  hand  in  Perrysburg  township. 
When,  through  his  own  labors,  he  had  acquired 
sufficient  capital,  he  came  to  Middleton  township, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  near  Roach- 
ton,  which  he  cleared  and  otherwise,  improved 
until  the  whole  became  one  of  the  fine  farms  of 
the  locality.  It  is  now  quite  complete  in  its  ap- 
pointments. On  the  place  is  a pleasant  residence 
which  was  erected  at  a cost  of  $2,000;  also  a 
j barn,  granary,  the  latest  improved  machinery 
and  the  other  accessories  of  a model  farm  of  the 
i nineteenth  century. 

In  1871  Mr.  Conklin  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  Perrysburg  township,  with  Miss  Mary  Wal- 
lace, daughter  of  I).  W.  Wallace,  a retired  farm- 
I er  of  Perrysburg,  and  they  have  one  son,  who 
was  born  in  1871,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  now  resides  at  home,  operating  the 
homestead.  Our  subject  has  served  as  school 
director  for  four  years,  and  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion finds  in  him  a warm  friend.  He  has  been  a 
valued  citizen  of  the  community,  taking  an  active 
j part  in  promoting  all  interests  calculated  to  bun  - 
j fit  his  township  and  county.  He  is  now  num- 
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berecl  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, and  owes  his  position  solely  to  his  own 
efforts. 

Mark  Self.  This  prosperous  farmer  of  Plain  ; 
township  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  May  ! 
9,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Christine  j 
(Taylor)  Self,  both  also  natives  of  Wiltshire, 
where  they  died,  the  former  at  the  age  of  seventy-  | 
six  years,  and  the  latter  when  sixty-seven  years 
old.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Rebecca,  Liva,  Lott,  Jane,  Ann,  Mark,  Abel  (now 
living  in  Huron  county,  Ohio),  Amanda,  and 
Sarah. 

Our  subject,  who  was  a laborer  in  England, 
came  to  America  in  1870.  He  first  located  in 
H uron  county,  Ohio,  removing  in  1S80  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  purchased  his  present  farm  at 
$50  per  acre.  He  now  owns  130  acres  of  well- 
improved  and  valuable  land,  and  is  looked  upon  ] 
as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  in  Plain  township. 
During  the  few  years  he  has  been  in  Wood  j 
county,  he  has  made  an  independent  fortune,  all 
the  result  of  untiring  industry  and  excellent  man-  j 
agement.  He  is  progressive  in  his  ideas,  attends  I 
studiously  to  his  business,  and  is  honorable  in 
all  his  methods  of  dealing  with  his  fellow  men.  : 
He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  1 
in  England  before  his  emigration  to  this  country. 
By  this  union  he  had  three  children:  Arthur,  who 
is  married  and  has  one  child  (he  resides  in  Bowl- 
ing Green);  Frank,  unmarried,  and  living  with  his 
father;  and  William,  living  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Self’s  second  marriage  occurred  in  this  country. 

Henry  Iv.  Roether,  M.  D.,  a prominent 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Perrysburg,  is  one  of 
the  able  young  sons  of  Wood  county  who  are 
achieving  success  in  business,  political  and  pro- 
fessional life  on  their  “ native  heath." 

Born  in  Perrysburg,  March  7,  1S67,  he  is  a 
son  of  Burkhardt  and  Catherine  (Hahn)  Roether, 
highly  respected  Germans  who  settled  in  Perrys-  ! 
burg  in  the  “ fourties. ’’  Our  subject  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Perrysburg,  graduating,  in 
1886,  in  the  Latin,  German  and  English  courses, 
having  declined  the  valedictory  of  his  class.  He 
then  commenced  teaching  school,  which  he  con- 
tinued in  for  five  years,  meanwhile  pursuing  his 
studies  privately,  and  acquiring  mental  discipline 
as  well  as  information.  In  the  fall  of  1S8S  he  1 
entered  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  and  graduated  in  1893.  Through 
the  recommendation  of  the  College  Dean,  he  se- 
cured the  position  of  assistant-surgeon  for  the 
Aragon  mines,  at  Norway,  Mich.,  under  Dr.  C.  1 


D’A.  Wright.  For  six  months  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  latter  Dr.  Roether  had  sole  charge, 
and  later  was  offered  a half  interest,  as  partner, 
by  Dr.  Wright,  but  declined,  being  desirous  of 
building  up  an  independent  practice  at  home. 
Returning  to  Perrysburg,  he  established  himself 
among  his  own  people,  where  he  has  made  a 
steady  advance,  and  is  already  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leaders  in  his  profession.  His  thorough 
intellectual  training  makes  him  a valued  member 
of  the  best  society,  and  he  is  especially  noted  as 
a German  scholar,  speaking  that  language  as 
fluently  as  English.  His  popularity  is  not  con- 
fined to  any  particular  class,  however,  as  he  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1895  was  elected  treasurer  of 
Perrysburg  township,  which  responsible  position 
he  is  now  holding. 

The  Doctor  was  married  October  7,  1893,  to 
Miss  Laura  Ewing,  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Wood  county.  He  is  a typical 
self-made  man,  and  the  architect  of  his  own  po- 
sition in  life,  he  having  earned  the  means  neces- 
sary to  carry  him  through  his  medical  studies  by 
teaching  school  and  hustling  between  times. 

Burkhardt  Michael  Roether.  Of  the  hon- 
est, hard-working  alien-born  citizens,  who  have 
made  Wood  county  their  New-World  home,  none 
occupies  a more  prominent  place  than  Mr.  Roe- 
ther, who  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  August 
30,  1824.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Barbara 
(Dorlf)  Roether,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  tiiat 
country,  where  the  father,  who  was  a cabinet 
maker  by  trade,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years,  the  latter  passing  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  In  their  family  were  five  children:  Thomas, 
Burkhardt  M,,  Magdalena,  Barbara  and  Julia, 
three  of  whom  are  still  living:  Burkhardt  M., 

Barbara  (now  Mrs.  Thomas  Keller),  of  Perrys- 
burg township;  and  Julia,  who  still  makes  her 
home  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Roether,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
land,  and  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America.  He  had  previously 
learned  the  trade  of  cabinet  maker,  at  which  he 
worked  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  Washington,  D.  C 
and  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  before  coming  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  located  at  Perrysburg,  and  has 
there  since  followed  carpentering  and  cabinet 
making.  In  1850  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Hahn,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1827,  ami 
the)-  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  three 
of  whom  died  young,  and  eight  are  yet  living: 
Thomas,  an  engineer;  Christ,  a mechanic;  Gath- 
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erine,  wife  of  F.  Brown,  of  Toledo;  Adolph,  a 
sailor;  Henry  R. , a prominent  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  Perrysburg;  Anna,  a teacher;  George,  an 
engineer;  and  Julia,  also  a school  teacher.  The 
mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  March  30,  1891.  A good  and  sincere  Chris- 
tian, Mr.  Roether  is  a faithful  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church;  in  politics  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
enjoys  the  esteem  and  regard  of  the  entijre  com- 
munity. 

James  Raney.  Among  the  leading  and  en- 
terprising agriculturists  of  Plain  township,  whose 
names  are  scattered  through  the  pages  of  this 
volume,  none  are  more  worthy  of  mention  than 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  brief 
biographical  notice.  He  was  born  in  Loudon 
township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  March  19,  1S48, 
and  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Piper)  Raney. 
The  former  was  a native  of  Ohio,  where  he  was 
educated  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a farm- 
er, and  in  Seneca  county  he  was  married.  In  his 
family  were  ten  children,  as  follows:  John,  de- 

ceased; Sarah;  Edward,  a farmer  of  Kansas; 
Isaac,  also  a farmer;  Sylvania,  deceased;  Rob- 
ert, a fanner  of  Williams  county,  Ohio;  Jackson, 
deceased;  James,  our  subject;  Albert,  who  fol- 
lows farming;  and  Eunice,  wife  of  Henry  Win- 
inger.  The  father  died  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
1864;  the  mother  is  now  making  her  home  in 
Fostoria,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  town- 
ship, where  he  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
and  assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  fields  upon  the 
home  farm  until  he  reached  man's  estate.  Later 
for  two  years  he  was  employed  as  a farm  hand, 
after  which  he  rented  a farm,  which  he  operated 
some  six  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  came  to  Plain  township,  Wood  county,  where 
he  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  part  of  which  he 
cleared,  and  built  a dwelling-house  at  a cost  of 
$1,000;  also  erected  barns  and  outhouses,  plant- 
ed an  orchard,  made  other  general  improvements, 
and  availed  himself  of  first-class  farm  machinery, 
and  all  the  other  improved  methods  employed  by 
the  successful  agriculturist.  To-day  he  cultivates 
upward  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  and,  in  addition 
to  general  farming,  he  also  engages  in  drilling 
wells,  which  adds  considerably  to  his  income. 
Mnong  his  neighbors  and  the  citizens  of  the 
township  a*  large,  he  is  considered  a man  whose 
word  is  as  good  as  his  bond. 

On  October  3,  1872,  in  Seneca  county,  Mr. 
waney  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wininger, 
who  was  born  February  12,  1847,  and  is  a daugh- 
81 


; ter  of  Adam  Wininger,  a farmer  of  Seneca  coun- 
; ty,  and  eight  children  bless  this  union,  their  names 
■ .and  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Nettie,  March 
12,  1874;  Delbert,  February  11,  1875;  Lottie, 

| December  10,  1877;  Elmer,  September  2,  1878, 

I Elizabeth  S. , April  19,  1880;  Roy,  May  10,  1882; 
Josiah,  August  10,  1884;  and  Oran,  February  17, 
1888.  Mr.  Raney  always  gives  his  support  to 
; the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  for  several 
years  has  been  school  director,  and  has  also  acted 
as  clerk  of  the  board.  The  family-  is  one  of 
prominence  in  the  community7,  and  adhere  to  the 
faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Lawrence  Long.  Among  the  young  men  of 
Wood  county7  who  have  selected  agriculture  as 
\ their  vocation  in  life,  and  who,  judging  from 
| present  indications,  are  bound  to  realize  their 
; most  sanguine  anticipations,  is  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice,  and  the  owner  of  a good 
farm  of  forty  acres  in  Washington  township.  He 
was  born  March  4,  1867,  and  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads,  spent  the  day's  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth,  receiving  his  primary  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  father's 
home  in  Washington  township.  Later,  he  en- 
tered a business  college  at  Fostoria,  and  after 
his  graduation  at  that  school  taught  penmanship 
for  some  five  years.  He  then  took  up  farming, 
operating  the  old  Burditt  farm  for  two  years,  but 
| previous  to  this  time  he  had  worked  as  a farm 
hand  by  the  month  for  about  seven  years.  He  is 
| now  the  possessor  of  a fine  farm,  which  yields  to 
him  a golden  tribute  in  return  for  his  care  and 
; cultivation,  and  all  the  improvements  found 
thereon  testify  to  his  industrious  habits,  sound 
I judgment  and  good  business  ability. 

On  February  28,  1890,  Mr.  Long  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Maletha  Burditt,  a daugh- 
ter of  Greenburg  Burditt,  Sr.,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  namely:  Howard  M., 

born  October  4,  1890;  and  Flora  Beile,  who  was 
born  November  30,  1892,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
one  year  and  eight  months.  Mr.  Long  and  his 
estimable  wife  attend  the  Christian  Union  Church, 
and  at  their  hospitable  home  their  many  friends 
always  find  a hearty  welcome.  Public-spirited 
to  a high  degree,  he  takes  a great  interest  in  all 
measures  calculated  to  benefit  the  community,  or 
to  accrue  to  the  good  of  society  in  general. 

H.  L.  Kramer,  a progressive  and  enterprising 
farmer  of  Plain  township,  was  born  in  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  September  5,  1866,  and  is  a son 
of  Levi  and  Margaret  Beattv  Kramer,  mention 
of  whom  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  J.  L.  Kramer. 
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Oar  subject  pursued  his  studies  in  the  schools  | 
of  Bowling  Green  and  Fostoria,  Ohio,  graduating 
at  the  high  schools  of  the  latter  place.  On 
completing  his  education  he  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  home  farm,  which  he  still  con- 
tinues, having  one  of  the  best  improved  places  of 
the  township.  There  his  father's  death  occurred 
in  1 888,  but  his  mother  still  finds  a pleasant  home 
with  him,  surrounded  by  the  care  and  loving  at- 
tention of  her  son  and  his  estimable  wife.  On  J 
Aprii  30,  1891,  Mr.  Kramer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Irene  Ensininger,  who  was  born  j 
January  17,  1873,  a daughter  of  Allen  Ensinin- 
ger, a prominent  farmer  of  Portage  township, 
Wood  county,  and  by  this  union  there  are  two 
children — Bertha,  born  March  4,  1892,  and  Rus- 
sell, born  April  17,  1S93. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Kramer  coincides 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  no  aspira- 
tions for  the  onerous  duties  and  vexations  of 
political  preferment  As  a leading  and  influential 
citizen,  he  takes  great  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  tickets  placed  in  the  field  by  that  party,  and 
not  only  votes  himself,  but  strives,  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power,  to  induce  others  to  see  the  question 
in  the  right  light.  For  three  years,  however,  he 
has  served  as  school  director.  He  is  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  by  the  entire  population 
of  the  township,  and  is  looked  up  to  as  a man 
truly  honorable  and  upright  in  all  things,  and 
as  one  whom  they  can  depend  upon  as  a friend. 

R.  B.  Chilcote.  Among  the  well-known 
and  leading  farmers  of  Perry  township,  whose 
names  are  scattered  through  the  pages  of  this 
volume,  none  is  more  worthy  of  mention  than 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  brief 
biographical  notice.  Here  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Section 
22,  Perry  township,  February  16,  1841,  and  he 
is  a son  of  Samuel  M.  and  Susanna  (Hatfield) 
Chilcote.  Like  most  farmer  boys  his  education 
was  such  as  the  district  schools  afforded,  and,  be- 
ing the  oldest  son,  his  labors  were  required  in 
the  fields  of  the  home  farm  as  soon  as  he  was 
large  enough  to  handle  a plow. 

On  October  2,  1872,  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Chilcote  was  married  to  Miss  Euphemia  j. 
Mercer,  who  was  born  in  Portage  township, 
Wood  county,  September  18,  1846,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  Ikert  Mercer, 
members  of  the  well-known  pioneer  family  of 
that  section.  Her  primary  education  was  sup- 
plemented by  a course  in  the  Tiffin  Union 
School,  and  she  later  became  a teachei  of 
recognized  ability.  This  worthy  couple  have  no 


children  of  their  own,  but  have  given  a home  to 
Homer  M.  Johnston  from  the  time  he  was  four 
years  old.  Mr.  Chilcote  lived  on  the  home  far:;: 
in  Perry  township,  until  1880,  but  at  that  tim  - 
he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Section  io, 
of  the  same  township.  Physically,  he  has  ne\v, 
been  very  strong,  and,  while  a farmer,  has  al- 
ways carried  on  that  business  moderateiw 
Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he  resolved 
to  offer  his  services  to  the  government  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  enlisted  in  August,  1861,  as  a 
member  of  Company  E,  49th  O.  V.  I.  ; but 
while  at  Camp  Nevin,  Ky.,  he  was  discharged 
the  following  November  on  account  of  disability. 
He,  however,  again  enlisted  May  2,  1864,  in 
Company  E,  [44th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  with 
the  command  until  discharged  in  August,  1S64, 
doing  guard  duty  much  of  the  time  at  Wilming- 
ton, Delaware. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Chilcote  is  a 
trustee.  He  is  a good  citizen  and  highly  re- 
spected, being  a descendant  of  one  of  Perry's 
oldest  and  leading  families.  At  one  time  he 
was  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  being  a mem- 
ber of  Yates  Post  at  West  Millgrove. 

Ezra  Hite,  proprietor  of  a good  farm  pleas- 
antly located  in  Washington  township,  ranks 
among  the  self-made  men  of  that  section,  who, 
from  modest  beginnings,  have  worked  their  wav 
upward.  He  has  had  very  little  time  to  spend 
in  idleness,  is  a man  of  sound  judgment  and  in- 
telligence, and  is  well  worthy  of  representation 
in  a work  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Hite  was  born  April  10,  1 S 5 7 , to  John 
and  Phoebe  (Hudson)  Hite,  both  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  father  born  February  r 1 , 1818,  and 
the  mother  on  February  18,  1S22.  The  former 
was  of  German  descent,  while  his  wife  was  of 
Irish  lineage,  and  by  their  marriage  they  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children:  Martin  K.  and 

Martha,  both  deceased;  David,  a resident  of 
Weston;  Samuel  and  Lewis,  both  deceased;  Abra- 
ham, a carpenter  of  Fremont,  Ohio;  Jane,  win 
[ died  while  young;  Ezra,  subject  of  this  sketch: 
Perry,  deceased;  anil  one  that  died  in  infancy 
The  father  died  January  12,  1865,  at  the  age 
forty -six  years,  eleven  months,  and  two  days;  h 
wife  passed  away  March  5,  1891,  at  the  uige  1 : 
sixty-nine  years  and  fifteen  days. 
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reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  when,  on 
September  24,  1879,  he  married  Miss  Ella  Phtebe 
Lyberger,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  Otto 

Monroe,  born  June  24,  1885;  and  John  Wesley, 
born  June  12,  1S91.  By  trade  Mr.  Hite  is  a 
mason,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  twelve  | 
years,  but  most  of  his  attention  has  been  devoted 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  April,  [882.  he  ar- 
rived in  Wood  county,  here  purchasing  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  1 1 , Washington  town- 
ship, half  of  which  he  has  since  drained  and  tiled, 
transforming  it  into  a productivetract.  Although  1 
a stalwart  Democrat,  he  has  taken  no  very  active 
part  in  political  matters,  preferring  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  affairs.  For 
one  year  he  served  as  school  director,  and  at  one 
time  ran  for  trustee,  but  lost  the  election  by  seven 
votes,  as  the  township  was  two-thirds  Republic- 
an. He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  the  I. 
O.  O.  F. , belonging  to  Tontogany  Lodge  No. 
755-  of  which  he  is  at  present  noble  grand,  and 
has  also  been  trustee  and  vice-grand.  His  re- 
ligious connection  is  with  the  Christian  Union 
Battle  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  is  ear- 
nestly devoted. 

J.  B.  Hazlett  is  a native  of  Butler  county, 
Penn.,  born  August  30,  1862,  the  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Sedgwick)  Hazlett.  His  father  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1817,  that  being  also 
the  State  in  which  his  mother’s  birth  occurred. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  about  thirty-eight  j'ears, 
leaving  our  subject,  who  was  a small  child.  His 
father  at  one  time  was  a successful  farmer,  and 
on  the  discovery  of  the  oil  fields  in  Pennsylvania, 
he  became  and  was  an  entensive  oil  operator  for 
twenty  years;  he  then  sold  his  interests  in  the 
oil  fields,  and  retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  is 
still  living.  Our  subject  had  four  sisters,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased.  To  the  union  of  his  father's 
sedbnd  marriage  were  born  four  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  lived  in  Butler  county 
until  he  was  six  years  old,  and  was  then  taken  to 
Venango  county,  Penn.,  where  for  two  terms  he 
attended  school.  At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  he 
became  a pumper  in  the  oil  fields,  and  ever  since 
has  been  in  the  business,  thoroughly  understand- 
ing it  in  all  its  details,  having  filled  every  pos- 
sible capacity.  After  becoming  the  possessor  of 
the  necessary  tools,  he  became  a contractor,  and 
filled  many  orders  for  well  drilling. 

In  [888,  after  years  of  experience  and  vary- 
ing fortunes  in  the  oil  fields,  he  came  to  Wood 
county,  and  soon  became  known  as  one  of  the 
best  and  most  competent  oil  men  in  the  country. 


His  first  venture  for  himself  in  the  business  was 
in  1892,  but  his  first  drilling  was  a disaster  to 
his  finances;  eighty  dry  holes  were  the  result  of 
his  hard  labor,  leaving  him  deeply  in  debt,  and 
nothing  left  but  his  knowledge  of  the  business 
and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  friends. 
In  his  darkest  hour  of  need  he  found  men  who 
proved  true  friends,  and  placed  means  in  his 
hands  which  enabled  him  to  recuperate  and 
resume  his  business,  which,  since  those  dark 
days,  has  brought  him  in  a fortune.  He  became 
a member  of  the  firms  of  Black,  Reese  & Hazlett; 
Black,  Hazlett  R McClune;  Hazlett,  Lynch  A Co. ; 
Hazlett,  McDonald  & Co. ; Black  & Hazlett,  and 
Schanker,  Hazlett  & Co.  He  is  at  present 
interested  in  about  ninety  wells,  and  ranks 
amongst  the  few  who  stand  at  the  head  as 
successful  oil  producers  in  Wood  county  fields. 

After  he  was  thirteen  years  old  he  started  out 
in  the  world  for  himself,  but,  with  no  education, 
by  observation  and  determination  to  succeed  in 
life,  he  has  by  honesty  and  perseverance  become 
a successful  man.  He  married  Miss  Lou  Lynch, 
of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  one 
son,  Flarry.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and, 
socially,  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  F.  and  A.  M. 

O.  P.  Drake,  a loyal  defender  of  the  Union 
during  the  Rebellion,  and  a prominent  and  repre- 


William  and  Susan  (Cupp)  Drake.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Drake,  was  a native  of  New- 
port, England,  and  when  a young  man  came  to 
the  United  States,  where  he  married  a Miss 
Messmore,  of  Maryland.  In  their  family  of  eight 
children — seven  sons  and  one  daughter — William 
was  the  next  to  the  youngest. 

William  Drake  was  born  near  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  in  that  locality  married  Susan  Cupp,  who 
was  born  there.  About  1838  they  located  in 
Section  25,  Bloom  township,  Wood  county, 
where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven, 
the  mother  two  years  later,  and  they  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Weaver  cemetery.  Although  a strong 
Democrat  up  to  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war,  William  Drake  then  became  a stalwart 
Republican.  In  the  family  were  five  children,  as 
follows:  John,  who  was  a member  of  the  1 1 1 th 

O.  V.  I.,  died  at  Hazel  Green,  Ky.,  September  9, 
1S63;  our  subject  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Hulda 
is  the  wife  of  Reuben  Delancv,  of  Bloom  Center; 
Harriet  is  the  wife  of  F!/\  Morrow,  of  Henry 
township,  Wood  countv;  and  Joseph,  who  was 
also  a member  of  Company  B,  1 1 1 th  O.  V.  I , 
was  captured  November  16,  1863,  near  Lenoir, 
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Term.,  paroled  November  20,  1864,  and  dis- 
charged June  27,  1865;  he  now  makes  his  home 
at  Eagleville,  Wood  county. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  review  had  but  lit- 
tle chance  of  securing  an  education,  and  was  un- 
able to  attend  school  at  all  until  nine  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  District  School  No.  8, 
which  stood  back  in  the  woods,  on  the  old  Jacob 
Leathers  farm,  his  first  teacher  being  James  M. 
Bronson.  In  the  winter  season  he  would  pursue 
his  studies,  but  the  summer  months  were  devoted 
to  the  labors  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  enlistment.  On  the  President’s 
first  call  for  100,000  volunteers,  Mr.  Drake  joined 
the  2 1 st  O.  V.  I.,  at  Eagleville,  April  6,  1861. 
the  enrolling  officer  being  George  Foreman,  and 
was  assigned  to  Company  A.  After  remaining 
about  ten  days  at  Camp  Dennison,  near  Cincin- 
nati, the  troops  were  sent  to  Louisville,  Kv.,  and 
at  Ivory  Mountain  participated  in  their  first  en- 
gagement. Our  subject  continued  with  his  regi- 
ment, taking  part  in  every  battle  up  to  July  22, 
1864,  when  he  was  wounded  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
while  on  the  skirmish  line  at  8 A.  m.  They  had 
been  ordered  to  lie  down,  and  the  ball  penetrated 
twenty-four  thicknesses  of  his  blanket  before  it 
struck  the  left  side  of  his  head.  This  necessi- 
tated his  going  to  the  field  hospital  at  Atlanta, 
much  against  his  will,  where  on  his  arrival  he 
was  placed  on  duty.  Pie  watched  his  chances  to 
get  away,  preferring  to  be  on  duty  with  his  regi- 
ment if  he  was  fit  for  service.  One  evening  aft- 
er dusk,  he  jumped  on  a supply  train,  and,  after 
an  absence  of  two  weeks,  rejoined  his  regiment. 
The  hospital  authorities  sent  for  him,  but  the 
colonel  refused  to  give  him  up.  In  December, 
1864,  he  re-enlisted  as  a veteran,  receiving  a 
thirty-days’  furlough,  and  again  joined  the  troops 
at  Atlanta,  whence  he  went  with  Sherman  on  the 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  He  participated  in 
the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  was 
discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky. . July  25,  1865,  at 
the  end  of  a long  and  honorable  military  career. 

From  his  $1  3 a month  wages,  Mr.  Drake  had 
managed  to  save  $500,  and  in  the  fall  of  1865 
he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  22,  Bloom 
township,  from  Squire  John  Russell,  it  being  the 
farm  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  It  was  then 
covered  with  timber  and  very  stony,  while  not  a 
building  or  a fence  was  to  be  seen,  and  not  even 
a road  led  to  the  place.  With  the  aid  of  his 
family,  all  but  five  acres  have  been  placed  under 
the  plow,  and  the  comfortable  residence  is  sur- 
rounded with  neat  and  substantial  outbuildings. 

In  October,  1865,  in  Bloom  township,  Mr. 
Drake  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J. 


I 

i Boley,  who  was  born  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
j November  5,  1S49,  and  is  a daughter  of  David 
and  Lovina  (Moyer)  Boley,  who  located  in  Bloom 
! township  when  Mrs.  Drake  was  but  a child. 

1 Besides  his  farming  operations,  the  father  also 
carried  on  a blacksmith  shop  at  Eagleville,  and 
1 after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  the  fall  of  1887,  he 
; removed  to  Indiana,  where  his  death  occurred  at 
1 the  age  of  sixty-seven.  To  our  subject  and  his 
I wife  have  been  born  the  following  children: 
Carrie  H.,  now  Mrs.  George  Henry,  of  Bloom 
township;  Addis  S.,  at  home;  Jackson,  who 
works  in  an  oil  refinery  at  North  Baltimore;  Susan 
L.,  wife  "of  Michael  Clowe,  of  Perry  township, 
Wood  county;  David  F.,  a farmer;  Zenobia  V., 
at  home;  Gertrude  and  Gracie  M.,  both. of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  and  Nellie  J.,  and  George  A., 
both  at  home.  Until  1S93,  Mr.  Drake  had 
: always  supported  the  Republican  party,  but  is 
now  a Prohibitionist,  while  socially  he  holds 
membership  with  Urie  Post  No.  110,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Bloomdale.  He  was  a brave  soldier,  fearless 
| in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  as  a civilian  he 
! is  classed  among  the  honest,  upright  citizens  of 
the  community. 

M.  Snyder,  a prosperous  and  intelligent 
farmer,  living  in  Section  1,  Montgomery  town- 
! ship,  was  born  February  2,  1854,  in  Crane  town- 
ship, Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  and  traces  his  ancestry 
j back  to  Henry  and  Margaret  (Irey)  Snyder,  who 
came  to  America  from  Germany,  and  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children.  In  1836  they  located  in 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where  the  wife  died,  but 
i the  husband  passed  his  last  days  in  Indiana. 

Jesse  Snyder,  a son-of  Henry  and  Margaret 
| (Irey)  Snyder,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
j ject.  He  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Penn.. 
September  17,  1799,  emigrated  by  wagons  to 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  about  1830  or  ’31,  and  in 
1843  removed  to  Wyandot  county,  where  he  was 
numbered  among  the  wealthiest  farmers  and  most 
liberal  contributors  to  Church  work.  He  wedded 
Sarah  Mills,  who  was  born  in  Chester  county. 
Penn.,  in  1798,  and  died  in  1874.  His  death 
; occurred  in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  on  the  19th 
! of  January,  1 890. 

Stephen  Snyder,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
J the  oldest  son  and  second  child  in  a family  of 
twelve  children.  He  was  also  a native  of  Penn- 
| sylvania,  born  May  16,  1826,  and  during  his  boy- 
hood received  only  a common  country  school  edu- 
cation. In  Wyandot  county  was  celebrated  hi' 
marriage  with  Miss  Emit}  McCurdy,  who  was  Du  a 
in  Wayne  county.  Ohio,  January  26.  1S31.  am!  iS 
I the  daughter  of  Francis  McCurdy,  a miller  by  oc- 
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cupation.  The  parents  located  near  Upper  San- 
dusky, where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  at  his  death,  which  occurred  Octo- 
ber 5,  1S75,  his  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Wyan-  j 
dot  county.  Although  a stanch  Republican,  he  i 
supported  the  man  whom  he  considered  best  quad-  j 
hied  to  fill  the  position.  At  his  death  he  left  a 1 
widow,  now  residing  in  Bradner,  Ohio,  and  four  : 
sons  — Frank,  of  Montgomery  township;  Jesse, 
a farmer,  who  died  in  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  at 
the  age  of  forty-two  years;  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view; and  Henry,  of  Bradner.  The  two  daugh- 
ters, Sarah  and  Cecelia,  died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  but  the  schools  during  his  younger 
days  were  not  as  good  as  at  the  present  time, 
fie  continued  to  assist  in  the  work  on  the  home 
farm  until  his  marriage,  which  important  event 
in  his  life  occurred  in  Wyandot  county,  February 
4,  1875,  Miss  Anna  Young  becoming  his  wife,  i 
She  was  born  at  Shanesville,  Tuscarawas  Co., 
Ohio,  October  5,  1855,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Lucinda  (Everhart)  Young,  whom 
she  accompanied  to  Wyandot  county  when  only 
five  years  of  age.  Her  father,  who  was  a brick- 
layer by  trade,  died  on  February  4,  1876,  but  her 
mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  at 
Bucyrus,  Ohio  Mrs.  Snyder  is  the  fourth  daugh- 
ter and  fifth  child  in  their  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren. By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  five  children  — Jesse  A., 
born  December  21,  1875;  Henry  L.,  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1880;  Charles  E.,  born  January  24, 
1883;  one  son,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Rhoda, 
born  July  2,  188S.  Those  living  are  still  with 
their  parents. 

Upon  his  marriage,  Mr.  Snyder  located  upon 
his  father-in-law's  farm  in  Wyandot  county,  where 
he  remained  a short  time,  but  on  the  death  of  his 
father  removed  to  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
rented  for  two  years.  It  comprised  eighty  acres, 
of  which  he  then  purchased  one-half,  but  in  Au- 
gust, 1886,  he  sold  out  and  bought  eighty  acres 
in  Section  28,  Henry  township,  Wood  county. 
Although  twenty  acres  had  been  cleared,  there 
had  been  but  little  tiling  and  ditching  done.. 
After  one  year  spent  upon  that  place  — from  the 
spring  of  1 S92  until  1S93  — he  located  upon  his 
present  eighty-acre  farm  in  Section  1.  Montgom- 
ery township,  which  he  had  purchased  in  (890, 
and  now  has  one  of  the  most  highiy-cultivated 
and  well-improved  tracts  in  the  locality,  consist- 
ing of  i Co  acres  of  excellent  land.  Tim  family 
is  one  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all.  and  the 
sons  are  good,  steady-going  young  men,  of  whom 
their  parents  may  be  justly  proud.  In  politics, 


• Mr.  Snyder  is  a strong  advocate  of  the  principles 
promulgated  by  the  Republican  party,  and  socially 
is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge  at 
Bradner,  Ohio,  while  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Pie  is  a shrewd 
pusiness  man,  an  excellent  manager,  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  substantial  and  represent- 
ative farmers  of  Montgomery  township. 

A.  Van  Blakcum,  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizens  of  Jerry  City,  is  of 
Holland  descent, and  was  born  in  Cayuga  county, 
N.  Y.,  September  10,  1S31,  a son  of  John  and 
j Laura  (Powers)  Van  Blarcum.  He  is  the  eldest 
in  their  family  of  thirteen  children,  five  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  the  others  being  as  follows:  (7) 

Adelia  is  the  wife  of  Charles  May.  of  New  York 
City.  (8)  George  H.  was  one  of  the  brave  “boys 
in  blue  ” during  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  August 
G,  1862,  in  Company  D,  1 11th  O.  V.  I.,  of  which 
he  was  appointed  first  lieutenant,  and  March  3, 
1864,  was  made  captain,  in  the  action  at  Stony 
Mountain  he  was  wounded  in  October,  1864,  and 
received  an  honorable  discharge  on  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary, following;  he  has  since  served  as  treasurer 
of  Wood  county.  (9)  Celestia  is  the  widow  of 
B.  R.  Taber,  formerly  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio. 
(10)  Helen  is  now  Mrs.  James  McPherson,  of 
■ that  city.  (11)  Samuel,  of  Chicago  Junction, 

! Ohio,  has  for  twenty-five  years  been  a conductor 
on  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad.  (12)  Harriet 
is  the  wife  of  George  Bosworth,  bookkeeper  for 
the  Pullman  Car  Company,  and  they  make  their 
home  in  Pullman,  111.  ,13)  Abbie  is  the  wife  of 

James  Taft,  of  Dennison,  Ohio,  master  mechanic 
! on  the  P.  C.  C.  & St.  L.  railroad. 

In  September,  1 S 3 3 , the  family  arrived  in  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  when  it  was  but  a hamlet,  having 
made  the  trip  by  lake  from  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  They 
located  first  in  Port  Lawrence  township,  Lucas 
Co.,  Ohio.,  but  later  the  father  lost  all  his  prop- 
erty by  purchasing  land  in  Oregon  township,  that 
county,  of  which  the  title  was  imperfect.  After- 
ward he  was  landlord  of  the  “Washington 
House  ” of  Maumee  City,  after  which  he  located 
on  a farm  near  Waterville,  and  then  kept  the  “Co- 
lumbiaHouse”  in  that  city.  Early  in  the  “forties” 
he  started  for  Seaport,  Portage  township,  Wood 
county,  but  while  cn  route  he  learned  of  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  hotel  he  intended  to 
conduct,  so  returned  to  Waterville.  Later  he 
became  owner  of  two  boats  on  the  Wabash  & 
i Erie  canal,  plying  between  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
1 Lafayette,  Ind.,  one  of  which  he  traded  to 
Ephraim  Simmons  for  the  “ Simmons  House,” 
i in  the  village  of  Portage,  Wood  county.  There 
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he  also  carried  on  general  merchandising,  and  ! 
became  owner  of  a farm  in  Liberty  township,  | 
near  that  village.  He  also  took  a contract  for  | 
grading  the  main  line  of  the  D.  & M.  railroad 
between  Custar  and  Weston,  this  county.  On 
disposing  of  his  interest  in  Portage,  he  carried  on 
the  “Drury  House,"  in  Tontogany,  for  a time; 
later,  in  East  Toledo,  he  kept  the  “East  Side  ! 
H ouse,”  and  at  Eaton  Rapids,  Mich.,  conducted 
the  “Eaton  Rapids  House."  From  there  he 
went  to  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  the  livery  [ 
business,  which,  later,  he  carried  on  at  Kensing- 
ton, 111.  In  that  city  he  was  taken  ill,  and  our 
subject  brought  him  back  to  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- four 
years.  His  wife  had  also  reached  that  age  at  the  j 
time  of  her  death,  and  their  remains  were  both  j 
interred  in  the  cemetery  of  that  city.  In  religious 
faith  they  were  Methodists,  and  in  politics  he  was 
a stanch  Republican. 

Our  subject  received  a common-school  educa- 
tion, and  remained  at  home  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  For  a short  time  he  worked  as  a farm 
hand;  for  three  seasons  went  as  cook  on  Lake 
Erie,  and  later  engaged  in  the  same  occupation 
with  his  father  while  the  latter  was  contracting. 
Pie  afterward  entered  the  store  of  John  McCrory, 
of  Portage,  where  he  remained  nearly  a year,  and 
then  began  merchandising  on  his  own  account  j 
with  the  small  capital  of  $30;  but  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1S48,  during  the  celebration  at  Portage,  he 
cleared  $130  by  selling  lemonade,  etc.  This 
gave  him  a start,  and  for  twenty-six  years  he 
successfully  conducted  a general  merchandising 
business  at  that  place,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  traded  his  store  for  a farm  on  the  Portage 
pike,  which  he  operated  for  three  years.  On 
August  22,  1854,  in  Miltonville,  Wood  county, 
he  was  married  to  Electa  Downs,  a native  of  j 
this  county,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  Downs,  j 
After  her  death,  which  occurred  in  Portage  town-  j 
ship,  he  removed  to  Freeport,  Ohio,  where  he  j 
conducted  a store  until  May,  1876,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  Jerry  City,  there  buying  out  the 
stock  of  goods  of  Israel  Nestlerode.  For  eight 
years  he  continued  business  at  that  place,  when 
he  went  to  Bairdstown,  where  for  a year  he  was  ! 
employed  as  clerk  by  Ogden  & Keene,  whom, 
later,  he  bought  out.  He  afterward  removed 
his  stock  of  goods  to  Jerry  City,  where  he  carried  | 
on  business  until  December,  1894.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Maggie  Stewart.  His  present 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Miss  Mary  Beach. 
She  is  a native  of  Byesville,  Guernsey  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  which  was  cele-  ; 


brated  in  Napoleon,  Ohio,  February  7,  1889, 
she  was  serving  as  chief  templar  of  the  Juvenile 
Temple  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars  of  Ohio.  She  is  a lady  of  unusual 
literary  attainments,  finely  educated,  and  a lec- 
turer of  ability.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become 
the  mother  of  one  son — Alfred,  born  November 
20,  1893.  By  his  second  marriage  our  subject 
has  one  child — Leavy,  born  November  23,  1887. 

At  present  Mr.  Van  Blarcum  gives  his  atten- 
tion to  his  farm  of  forty  acres,  and  also  carries 
on  a hotel  in  Jerry  City.  He  is  an  industrious, 
energetic  man,  never  idle,  and  takes  great  inter- 
est in  everything  tending  to  promote  the  welfare 
or  aid  in  the  advancement  of  the  community. 
He  has  always  been  a stalwart  Republican;  for 
fourteen  years  served  as  postmaster  at  Portage, 
which  office  he  declined  to  accept  in  Jerry  City, 
where  he  is  now  serving  as  a member  of  the  city 
council  and  on  the  school  board.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to 
Blue  Lodge  No.  1 12,  F.  & A.  M. ; and  the  Chap- 
ter, No.  5 S , R.  A.  M.,  of  Findlay,  Ohio:  he  also 
holds  membership  with  Vitus  Lodge  No.  612, 

I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Jerry  City. 

Clarence  E.  Dowling,  an  intelligent  and 
progressive  young  agriculturist  of  Montgomery 
township,  residing  in  Section  29,  was  born  March 

II,  1S74,  at  Kenton,  Ohio,  and  is  the  youngest 
child  of  Rev.  William  and  Mary  S.  (Chapman) 
Dowling.  He  comes  from  one  of  the  most  illus- 
trious families  of  Wood  county,  its  members  hav- 
ing attained  to  positions  of  prominence  in  their 
various  walks  of  life. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  Kenton,  and,  on  the  re- 
moval of  his  parents  to  Marion,  Ohio,  he  entered 
the  schools  of  that  place;  but  later  again  pur- 
sued his  studies  at  Kenton,  as  the  family  had  re- 
turned to  that  city.  When  about  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  became  a student  in  the  college  at  Beth- 
any, W.  Va. , where  his  brother,  F.  M.,  was  then 
professor  of  Latin,  and  remained  there  for  almost 
three  terms.  On  leaving  college,  Mr.  Dowling 
came  to  the  farm  on  which  he  still  lives,  it  com- 
prising a tract  of  fifty  acres  located  in  Sections  2 s 
and  29,  Montgomery  township,  and  he  has  erected 
thereon  a pleasant  dwelling. 

On  December  30,  1894,  Mr.  Dowling  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Estella  Dickon,  who 
was  born  in  Section  29,  Montgomery  township. 
December  26,  1871,  and  is  the  youngest  daughter 
of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Stahl  Dickon.  As  our 
subject  is  a young  man  of  correct  habits,  and  of 
upright,  moral  character,  an  honorable  career 
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lies  before  him  in  his  chosen  calling,  and  he  has  : 
already  met  with  success  in  his  undertakings,  j 
He  holds  membership  with  the  Disciples  Church,  j 
and,  politically,  is  a stanch  Republican. 

Lewis  P.  Risser.  Among  the  citizens  of 
Perry  township  who  are  of  German  birth  is  the  ' 
gentleman  of  whom  this  narrative  is  written,  and 
in  his  native  land  he  learned  the  traits  of  economy  f 
and  frugality,  which  have  been  the  source  of  his 
present  competency.  Many  of  the  best  citizens 
of  Wood  county  are  his  countrymen,  and  they 
almost  invariably  merit  and  receive  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  the  community  in  the  same  degree 
that  he  does.  His  birth  occurred  July  22,  1838, 
a son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Risser,  whose  other 
children  were  as  follows:  Catherine,  who  makes 

her  home  in  Bloom  township,  Wood  county; 
Jacob,  a farmer  of  Elkhart  county,  Ind.,  though 
by  trade  he  is  a shoemaker;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs. 
H.  P.  Pletcher,  of  the  same  county:  Henry,  who 
died  in  that  county;  Bartholomew  and  Christian, 
both  of  whom  make  their  homes  in  Elkhart 
county,  Ind. ; Mary,  wife  of  George  Milner,  of 
Bloom  township,  Wood  county;  and  Martha,  who 
died  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  in  infancy. 

In  May,  1845,  Henry  Risser  started  with  his 
family  for  the  New  World,  and  after  a long  voy- 
age of  two  months,  they  landed  in  New  York. 
One  son  was  born  at  sea.  By  the  Erie  canal 
they  went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , thence  by  lake  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  by  team  to  Ashland  county, 
where  the  father  had  a brother  living.  For  four 
years  they  lived  in  that  county,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1849,  they  located  on  the  eighty-acre  tract  now 
owned  by  our  subject  in  Section  6,  Perry  town- 
ship. It  seemed  then  that  the  work  of  civiliza-  ! 
tion  had  scarcely  begun  in  this  region,  the  land 
was  mostly  covered  with  a dense  forest,  wild  game 
was  to  be  found,  including  turkeys  and  deer. 
Everything  that  was  raised  on  the  farm  was  taken 
to  Perrysburg,  where  they  could  only  receive  mer- 
chandise in  exchange.  Only  eighteen  acres  of  the 
land  had  been  cleared  and  after  renting  the  place  1 
for  six  years  the  father  purchased  it.  the  price  j 
being  $600,  a part  of  which  was  paid  by  the  five  ! 
sons,  who  worked  away  from  home  in  order  to 
secure  it.  After  residing  there  for  several  years.  1 
the  father  sold  the  place  to  our  subject,  and  re- 
moved to  Elkhart  county,  Ind.,  where  he  died  when 
nearly  eighty-four  years  of  age.  In  politics  he  i 
was  a Democrat.  His  wife  passed  away  in  Perry  ! 
township,  and  was  buried  in  the  Main  mite 
cemetery. 

Lewis  P.  Risser  for  one  winter  attended  school  ; 
in  Germany,  and  completed  his  education  in  the  I 


district  schools  of  this  country,  but  his  studies 
were  often  interrupted  as  his  labors  were  needed 
in  the  fields.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  be- 
gan learning  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  George 
Lenhart,  and  followed  that  vocation  for  some 
years.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  had  only 
$30  on  interest,  and  operated  rented  land  in  both 
Montgomery  and  Perry  townships,  then  located 
on  the  home  farm,  but  later  went  to  Bloom 
township,  where  he  first  owned  property.  On 
selling  out  there  he  purchased  the  old  homestead 
of  his  father  for  $4,000,  and  to  its  cultivation  he 
has  since  devoted  his  attention. 

On  June  6,  1867.  in  Perry  township  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Risser  and  Miss 
Hester  Bresler,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  April  5,  1839,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Hester  (Nestlerode)  Bresler.  She  received  a 
common-school  education,  and,  while  on  a visit  to 
her  brother  Philip,  in  Perry  township,  met  and 
married  our  subject.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  children — Susie,  born  May  3°' 
1868;  Tobias  C.,  born  December  30,  1869;  and 
William  E.,  born  May  20,  1S71. 

Mr.  Risser  votes  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  seven 
consecutive  years  filled  the  office  of  supervisor. 
In  religious  belief,  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
Protestant  Methodists,  attending  the  service  of 
Bloom  Chapel,  of  which  he  is  serving  as  trustee. 
He  declined  the  office  of  class  leader,  and  resigned 
that  of  steward.  In  all  his  labors  he  has  been 
ably  seconded  and  assisted  by  his  wife,  who  has 
proved  to  him  a faithful  and  devoted  helpmeet. 

Asaiiel  Philo,  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
settlers  of  Webster  township,  was  born  July  2, 
1832,  of  ancestry  who  originally  came  from 
France,  settling  in  New  York  State.  There  our 
subject's  father,  Hurlbut  Philo,  was  born,  and 
thence  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Patrick  (a  lady  of  English  descent),  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren. two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
being:  David;  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Thorn 

S.  Castle;  Fitch,  deceased;  Daniel;  Susanna,  the 
wife  of  William  Gray;  Asahel;  and  William,  who 
was  killed  in  a railway  accident  while  on  the  way 
to  join  the  army.  In  1856,  the  family  came  to 
Wood  county,  locating  in  Webster  township, 
where  our  subject’s  mother  died  in  1865.  His 
father  survived  her  eighteen  years,  and  lied  in 
1883  in  Milton  township. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  worked  upon  his  father's  farm 
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until  his  majority,  when  he  moved  to  Erie  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  found  similar  employment;  then 
rented  a farm  in  Huron  county,  and  in  1854  he 
moved  to  Weston,  Wood  county.  Six  years 
later  he  bought  a tract  of  land  in  Webster  town- 
ship, entirely  covered  with  woods  and  water. 
After  redeeming  this  he  sold  it,  and  then  im- 
proved an  eighty-acre  tract  in  the  same  way.  On 
disposing  of  this,  he  bought  120  acres  near 
Scotch  Ridge,  which  he  still  owns,  devoting  it 
chiefly  to  stock  raising.  Beginning  at  the  foot  of 
the  ladder,  he  has  made  his  way  by  hard  work, 
and  has  succeeded  in  every  enterprise  with  which 
he  has  been  identified.  He  holds  stock  in  a 
creamery,  and  an  elevator,  and  is  president  of 
the  Farmers’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of 
which  he  is  also  solicitor. 

Mr.  Philo  was  married  in  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Marks,  and  six  children 
were  born  to  them:  Annie  Jane,  the  wife  of 

John  E.  Muir;  Caroline  H.,  *he  wife  of  Charles 
McDonald;  Albert  D. ; Berdella,  and  Raiph,  who 
are  still  at  home,  and  Mary,  deceased.  Mrs. 
Philo,  who  is  a lady  of  fine  abilities  and  great 
force  of  character,  is  an  active  member  of  the 
\V.  C.  T.  U.  and  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Asso- 
ciation. The  family  are  all  members  of  the 
U.  B.  Church,  and  ready  supporters  of  every 
worthy  movement.  Mr.  Philo  has  been  a school 
director  for  a number  of  years,  and  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  on  the  Prohibition  ticket. 
He  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  G.  T. , and  to  the  Grange, 
in  which  he  was  at  one  time  Grand  Master. 

Wesley  H.  Ewing,  one  of  the  prosperous 
and  influential  farmers  of  Plain  township,  is  a na- 
tive of  Wood  county,  born  November  25,  1850, 
in  Perrysburg  township,  a son  of  Anthony  and 
Adelaide  (Harple)  Ewing. 

His  father  was  the  first  white  child  born  near 
Wolfe  Rapids,  Wood  county,  and  was  a boy  at 
the  time  of  the  war  of  1S12.  Early  in  life  he 
was  a sailor  on  the  great  lakes,  but  he  subse- 
quently became  a farmer.  He  lived  awhile  in 
Lucas  county,  afterward  locating  near  Perrysburg, 
Wood  county;  he  died  in  Lucas  county  aged 
seventy-eight  years.  Politically  he  was  an  Old- 
line  Whig.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Rebecca  Loop,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children:  Henry,  Sarah  and  Samuel.  To 

his  second  union  eight  children  were  born,  name- 
ly: Wesley  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 

Bethiah,  who  married  Zack  Jenson,  and  lives  in 
Michigan ; Anthony,  residing  in  Norwalk,  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio;  Joseph,  living  in  Texas;  julia,  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Jenson,  living  in  Michigan;  Esther, 


1 

; the  wife  of  George  Pierson,  living  in  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  and  Tunis  and  Charles,  both  of  whom 
reside  in  Michigan.  The  mother  of  this  family  P 
still  living,  and  has  her  home  in  Michigan. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until 
; March  2,  1S70,  when  he  married  Miss  Rhoda 
1 Kittles,  who  was  born  in  Lucas  county,  Ohm, 

; September  1,  1854.  For  one  year  after  his  mar- 
riage he  lived  in  Michigan,  thence  returning  to 
Lucas  county,  where  he  remained  ten  years.  In 
1880  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Wood  count)  , 

; settling  on  a farm  of  forty  acres  near  Bowling 
Green,  to  which  he  has  added  till  he  has  160 
acres.  - His  place  is  fortunately  situated  in  the 
oil  field  of  the  county,  and  he  has  sixteen  good 
oil  wells  on  it,  from  which  he  derives  a hand- 
some income.  He  is  a good  business  man,  also 
a successful  farmer,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  his  community.  In  politics  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  is  no  office- 
i seeker,  but  has  served  as  school  director.  He 
is  a member  of  Centennial  Lodge  No.  626,  I.  O 
O.  F. , of  Bowling  Green.  Seven  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewing:  Allen  who 

! is  married  to  Nora  Knauss,  and  has  one  child — 
j Roscoe),  James,  Arthur,  Mabel,  Myrtle,  Blanche, 
and  Raymond  E.  The  family  is  highly  esteemed, 
and  holds  a prominent  place  in  society.  The 
fine  residence  they  now  occupy  was  built  in  1 S 9 3 . 

Mrs.  Ewing's  parents,  Dewitt  and  Elena 
1 (Proper)  Kittles,  were  natives  of  New  \ ork. 
where  they  were  married.  They  came  to  Ohio 
about  185c,  and  here  he  engaged  in  farming 
also  carrying  on  the  trades  of  shoemaker  and 
carpenter.  They  had  seven  children:  Sarah, 

wife  of  H.  Driver,  a farmer  living  near  Toledo; 
James,  Tunis  and  Dewitt,  all  three  of  whom  are 
farmers  near  Toledo;  Jane,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  years;  Nicholas,  deceased  in  infancy,  am 
Mrs.  Ewing.  The  father  died  in  1 S60,  the  moth- 
er in  March,  1891. 

Eugene  Grant  Lathrop.  one  of  the  worth) 
representatives  of  agricultural  interests  in  W ood 
countv,  was  born  in  Auburn,  Kans. , Janu- 
ary  25,  1863,  and  is  a son  of  George  D.  amt 
Columbia  A.  (Hover)  Lathrop,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  York,  the  latter  of  Ohio.  1 h«'\ 
i were  married,  and  for  some  years  resided  in 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  then  removed  to  Milwau- 
kee, Wis. , where  for  six  years  the  father  was 
bookkeeper  for  a hardware  company.  He  tnen 
took  his  family  to  Kansas  for  the  sole  purp  ' 
of  voting  to  make  it  a free  State,  and  lived  on 
I a farm  there  until  1863,  when  he  returned  t • 

1 Ohio.  He  lived  in  Auglaize  county,  on  the  sit 
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of  Fort  Amanda,  which  was  built  during  the  war 
of  1812,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  in 
1887.  His  widow  is  yet  living  on  the  home- 
stead. They  had  nine  children — Georgiana,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  five;  California,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio  in  1849,  while  her  father  was  in  the 
State  of  that  name  prospecting  for  gold;  Rod- 
ney, who  died  in  infancy;  Harry,  a station  agent 
at  Browntown,  Wis. ; Charles  Sumner,  who  is 
living  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother; 
Grace,  wife  of  J.  W.  Black,  of  Fort  Amanda, 
Ohio;  Eugene  Grant;  William  U.,  a merchant; 
and  Clarence  L. , at  home. 

Our  subject  is  descended  from  Samuel  La- 
throp,  one  of  the  twenty  men  who  founded  the 
town  of  Norwich,  Conn.  He  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  England  in  the  latter  part  of  the  17th 
century,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  also 
descended  from  one  of  the  founders  of  that  town. 

Mr.  Lathrop,  of  this  review,  acquired  a good 
education,  and  successfully  followed  school  teach- 
ing for  about  eleven  terms.  In  1SS3  he  pur- 
chased twenty  acres  of  land  in  Auglaise  county, 
and  has  since  carried  on  farming.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Weston,  Ohio,  October  12,  1887,  to  Laura 
D.  Lathrop,  who  was  born  in  Liberty  township, 
a daughter  of  Adoniram  Judson  and  Isadore  E. 
(Delano)  Lathrop.  They  located  on  a i6o~acre 
tract  of  land  owned  by  Mrs.  Lathrop,  of  this 
review,  which  had  been  secured  by  her  grand- 
father, who  received  a patent  from  Gen.  Jack- 
son.  Four  children  graced  their  union — George 
D.,  Charles  S.,  and  Hope,  at  home;  and  Frank, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Lathrop  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
served  as  supervisor  for  one  term,  but  has  never 
sought  or  desired  political  preferment,  his  time 
being  devoted  to  his  farm  work,  in  which  he  is 
meeting  with  good  success.  Mrs.  Lathrop  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Horace  Mercer  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  a well-spent  life  has  won  for  him  the 
confidence  and  high  regard  of  many  friends,  He 
was  born  in  Liberty  township,  October  18,  1841, 
and  is  a son  of  George  and  Jane  (Montgomery) 
Mercer,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
was  a lifelong  farmer,  and  was  married  in  his 
native  State,  where  he  operated  a tract  of  land 
for  some  years.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
pioneers  of  Wood  county,  where  he  secured  sixty- 
eight  acres  of  wild  land,  building  thereon  a log 
cabin,  and  turning  his  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment of  a farm.  His  wife  died  in  1854,  after 
which  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Moore.  She 


passed  away,  and  he  subsequently  wedded  Mary 
Brown.  His  death  occurred  in  1S90.  The 
children  of  the  first  union  were  David,  who  died 
in  Liberty  township;  Mary  Ann.  widow  of  James 
McCrory,  and  a resident  of  Liberty;  Mrs.  Isabel 
Wolf,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania;  William,  of 
Portage  township;  John,  of  Waterville,  Ohio; 
George,  of  Liberty  township;  Reason  and  Daniel, 
who  died  in  Liberty  township;  Samuel,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green;  Horace;  Caleb,  of  Liberty  township; 
and  Jane,  wife  of  Peter  Durey. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  early  became  familiar  with 
the  labors  of  the  home  farm.  Prompted  by  a 
spirit  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted  in  his  country  s 
service  August  13,  1862,  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany D,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  and  with  his  command 
went  almost  immediately  to  the  front.  He  par- 
ticipated in  many  important  engagements,  went 
through  the  entire  Atlanta  campaign,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  July  17,  1865,  at  Salis- 
bury, N.  C.  At  Cleveland.  Ohio,  he  was  mus- 
tered out  and  returned  home  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  faithfully  defended  his  country  in 
her  hour  of  peril. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Mercer  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Phcebe  A.  \\  hitacre.  a 
’ native  of  Bloom  township,  and  a daughter  of 
Reason  and  Mary  (McCrory)  Whitacre.  1 hey 
located  on  their  present  farm,  Mr.  Mercer  having 
inherited  eighty  acres  from  his  father.  He  has 
built  a good  residence  here  and  made  many  ex- 
; cellent  improvements,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
j most  desirable  farms  of  the  community.  The 
j home  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children — Mil- 
ton;  Samuel  A.,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township; 
Mary,  wife  of  Frank  Cook,  of  Jackson  township; 
Daniel  D. ; Clarence;  Rose,  wife  of  P'red  Whit- 
aker, of  Liberty  township;  Jefferson;  Frank;  and 
George. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mercer  belong  to  the  Disciples 
Church;  in  politics  he  is  a stalwart  Republican, 
and  is  serving  as  township  trustee.  Extensive 
reading  has  made  him  a well-informed  man,  and 
in  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been  found  true 
and  faithful  to  his  duty,  manifesting  the  same 
loyalty  which  characterized  his  career  as  a 
soldier. 

John  Rothenbuhler,  a well-known  agricult- 
urist, residing  near  Luckey,  was  born  in  \\  eb- 
ster  township,  April  11,  1S56.  His  father,  John 
1 W.  Rothenbuhler,  is  a native  of  Berne,  Switzer- 
land, whence  he  came  to  this  country  in  18.49, 
locating  in  Webster  township  on  200  acres  of 
I land  which  he  still  cultivates,  lie  built  a saw- 
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mill  on  his  farm,  which  he  operated  for  over  twen-  I 
ty  years.  In  1S55  he  married  Mrs.  Barbara  Ry-  ; 
der,  the  widow  of  John  Ryder,  and  seven  chil-  j 
dren  were  born  of  this  union,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest.  The  others  are:  Fred,  Henry, 
Gotlieb,  Sophia  (now  Mrs.  Emil  Christian),  and 
Emma  (the  wife  of  West  Eggleston).  The  young- 
est child  died  in  infancy.  Both  parents  are  de- 
vout members  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  neighborhood  during  boyhood,  and  at  an  early 
age  began  to  make  himself  useful  in  his  father’s 
sawmill.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  bought 
twenty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  added 
until  he  now  has  sixty-five  acres  of  fine  land 
under  cultivation.  He  is  mainly  engaged  in 
dairying.  He  was  married,  April  20,  18S0,  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Burkholder,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 27,  1862,  a daughter  of  Christopher  and 
Katie  (Kassamon)  Burkholder,  both  natives  of 
Germany.  Three  children  were  born  this  mar- 
riage: William,  May  27,  1881;  Joseph,  July 

28,  1883,  and  Lena,  July  18,  18S6.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Rothenbuhier  is  a Republican,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church.  Their  industry  and  economy  make 
them  well-worthy  of  the  success  to  which  they 
have  attained,  and  they  stand  high  in  the  esteem 
of  a large  circle  of  friends. 

Peter  D.  Curran  has  been  a welcome  guest 
in  the  home  of  Mr.  Rothenbuhier  for  the  past 
sixteen  years.  He  is  a native  of  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  born  March  15,  1 S 36.  His  father,  James 

B.  Curran,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  early 

manhood  moved  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Dugan.  Their  later 
years  were  spent  in  Peru,  Ind.  Six  children 
were  born  to  them:  John  S.,  Caroline.  Thomas 

Hannah,  Peter,  and  Harriet.  Mr.  Curran's  edu- 
cational advantages  were  limited,  as  he  was  obliged 
to  make  his  own  way  from  the  age  of  eleven, 
but  he  has  gained  a wide  range  of  information 
by  private  study.  At  the  first  call  to  arms  in  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  12th  O.  V. 

I.  (Capt.  Albert  Galloway  and  Col.  John  W. 
Lowe  commanding).  He  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Scary  Creek,  Antietam,  South  Mountain, 
Lynchburg,  New  Burnbridge,  among  others,  and 
was  discharged  in  1863.  He  soon  re-enlisted, 
this  time  in  Company  K,  23rd  O.  V.  I.,  and  dur- 
ing the  engagement  at  Winchester  he  was  cap- 
tured and  confined  in  Libby  prison,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1865,  when  he  was  discharged  by 
order  of  the  War  department.  After  his  return 
to  the  North,  he  worked  for  fourteen  years  on  the 

C.  C.  C.  & I.  R.  Iv.,  at  Versailles,  Ohio,  and 


then  moved  to  Toledo,  where  he  worked  some 
years.  He  then  came  to  Luckey,  and  has  since- 
resided  with  Mr.  Rothenbuhier. 

George  Tyson,  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Perry  township,  was 
born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  October  S. 
1S29,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
(Landis)  Tyson,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
former  born  in  Montgomery  county,  July  it, 
1792,  and  the  latter  April  11,  1795.  After  their 
marriage  in  the  Keystone  State,  they  removed  to 
Knox  township,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1825, 
and  on  the  2nd  of  September,  1847,  brought 
their  family  to  Wood  county,  where  the  father 
had  previously  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Section  36,  Portage  township.  Wild  game  was 
quite  plentiful  at  that  time,  and  our  subject  once 
caught  a deer  with  his  hands  which  had  been 
chased  by  the  dogs.  In  the  family  were  six  chil- 
dren: David,  who  died  in  Michigan;  Maria,  who 

became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Hunisecker,  and  died 
Portage  township;  Henry,  of  Wayne  county. 
Ohio;  Barbara,  widow  of  John  Echelberger,  of 
Bloom  township,  Wood  county;  Isaac,  of  Elk- 
hart county,  Ind.,  and  George.  The  father  was 
a weaver  by  trade,  and  in  early  days  supported 
i his  family  by  his  loom.  On  coming  to  Wood 
| county  he  was  quite  poor,  but  became  the  owner 
of  100  acres  of  good  land.  Politically  he  was  a 
; whig,  and  religiously  was  a member  of  the  Men- 
nonite  Church,  being  one  of  the  organizers  of  that 
denomination  in  Perry  township.  His  death  oc- 
| curred  in  Portage  township,  March  17,  1874, 
j and  his  wife  passed  away  in  Bloom  township, 
September  14,  1875,  and  they  were  buried  in  tin 
Mennonite  cemetery  of  Perry  township. 

The  education  of  George  Tyson  was  obtained 
: in  Columbiana  county,  having  to  walk  a distance 
of  two  miles  to  the  log  school  house,  with  its 
; slab  seats,  and  writing  desk  made  of  slabs  sup 
j ported  by  pins  driven  into  the  wall.  The  school 
was  conducted  on  the  subscription  plan,  and  I; 
was  allowed  to  attend  the  three  winter  month - 
during  which  time  he  made  good  progress,  so  .1' 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  as  far  advanced  in  In-' 
studies  as  the  other  members  of  the  family,  ar.  t 
was  taken  from  school.  At  the  age  of  eight, 
he  came  to  Wood  county,  the  family  comm: 
with  others,  and  made  the  journey  in  five  'bp 
Work  was  plentiful  in  the  new  country,  corn 
being  their  best  crop  as  the  land  was  then  t 
wet  for  wheat.  The  father  had  allowed  his  s 
to  leave  home  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
as  our  subject  remained  with  him  he  was  gr.  ’ 
forty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Section  $6,  P t't-’.g 
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township,  a part  of  the  original  purchase,  and 
after  his  marriage  resided  there,  working  his 
father’s  land  on  the  shares  during  the  summer, 
while  in  the  winter  he  cleared  his  own  place.  In 
April,  1871,  he  located  on  eighty  acres  of  his 
present  farm  in  section  20,  Perry  township,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  until  he  now  has  127 
acres  of  arable  land.  In  1881  he  erected  his 
pleasant  brick  residence,  and  he  has  met  with  a 
well-deserved  success  in  his  calling.  His  well- 
ordered  farm,  with  its  carefully  cultivated  fields, 
its  neat  buildings,  and -all  their  surroundings,  de- 
note the  skillful  management,  industry,  and  well- 
directed  labors  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Tyson  was  married  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 9,  1851,  to  Miss  Frances  Snyder,  who  was 
born  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  January  19,  1833, 
a daughter  of  George  Snyder,  who  at  an  early 
day  located  in  Bloom  township,  near  Bloomdale, 
Wood  county.  Their  family  consisted  of  four 
daughters — Sarah  A.,  now  Mrs.  S.  E.  Brande- 
berry,  of  Perry  township;  Margaret  E.,  now  Mrs. 
David  Shue,  of  Michigan;  Lucy  J.,  now  Mrs. 
Allen  Brandeberry,  of  Perry  tow  nship;  and  Rachel, 
w'ho  died  in  infancy. 

Since  the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  party,  Mr. 
Tyson  has  been  a Democrat  in  politics.  In  1858 
he  united  with  the  German  Baptist  Church,  the 
following  year  was  ordained  as  a local  minister, 
and  still  later  was  advanced  for  faithfulness  to  a 
higher  grade  of  ministry,  having  full  pow'er  to 
solemnize  marriages  and  baptize  converts.  In 
1891,  however,  he  voluntarily  retired  on  account 
of  his  age,  but  still  retains  his  license.  He  has  < 
traveled  over  the  country  considerably,  often  fill- 
ing pulpits  twenty  miles  distant,  and  has  ever 
been  a faithful  and  conscientious  worker  in  his 
Master’s  vineyard. 

A.*ios  Tribble  has  for  about  sixty  years  been 
a resident  of  Wood  county,  and  is  therefore  num- 
bered among  the  honored  pioneer  settlers  who 
have  witnessed  almost  its  entire  development, 
watching  the  transformation  of  the  wild  lands 
into  beautiful  homes  and  farms,  the  growth  of 
hamlets  and  villages,  and  the  onward  march  of 
progress.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  the 
agricultural  interests,  and  is  now  farming  in  Mid- 
dleton towmship.  Born  in  Clermont  county, 
Ohio,  April  10,  1820,  he  is  a son  of  Cornelius 
Tribble,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  who  served 
in  the  vvar  of  1812.  He  married  Sarah  Steven, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  five  are  living,  namely:  Ann,  widow  of 
William  Brecker;  Allison,  a farmer  of  Clermont 
county;  Amos;  Cynthia,  wife  of  B.  Johnson;  and 


| Alphos.  The  parents  both  died  in  Clermont 
, county,  Cdiio. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  Clermont 
; county  until  1836,  at  w'hich  time  he  came  to 
j Wood  county.  Subsequently  he  purchased  eighty 
i acres  of  land  in  Middleton  township,  which  he 
I cleared,  afterward  adding  thereto  twenty  acres. 

| The  land  was  swampy,  so  in  order  to  make  it 
cultivable  he  was  obliged  to  drain  it.  He  had  to 
endure  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and  the  dif- 
ficulties occasioned  by  limited  circumstances  in 
those  early  days;  but  as  time  passed  he  secured 
a comfortable  competence,  erected  a residence  at 
a cost  of  $1,200,  and  now  has  an  excellent  farm. 
In  1840  he  was  married  in  Clermont  county  to 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Absalom  Higbv,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  six  children:  Julia,  wife  of 
H.  N.  Rush;  L.  P. , treasurer  of  Middleton  town- 
ship; Lizzie,  wife  of  Eli  Chapman;  Charles,  a 
fanner,  who  married  Ella  Snyder,  and  has  one 
son — Fred;  and  Helen  and  Annie,  who  both  died 
in  childhood.  The  mother  ol  the  family  passed 
away  November  1,  1892.  Mr.  Tribble  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  has  been  called  to  public  of- 
fice by  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  has  served  as 
supervisor  and  trustee  for  three  terms.  He  was 
a faithful  Christian,  a thoroughly  reliable  and 
trustworthy  man,  and  his  life  has  been  an  hon- 
orable, upright  one,  which  has  made  him  a re- 
I spected  and  valued  citizen  of  the  community  in 
which  he  has  so  long  resided. 

Christian  Hager  was  born  May  27,  1818, 
in  Washington  county,  Md.,  and  is  a son  of 
Christian  and  Rachel  (Hamil)  Hager.  The  lat- 
ter was  a native  of  Maryland,  but  the  former  was 
a native  of  Berks  county,  Penn.,  and  was  a 
weaver  by  trade.  Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
Hager  and  his  wife  removed  from  Maryland  to 
Franklin  county,  Penn.,  and  there  spent  their  re- 
maining days,  the  father  following  weaving.  He 
| served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  There 
were  born  to  them  four  children — Harriet,  de- 
ceased wife  of  John  Hayfrick;  Christian;  Hattie, 
twin  sister  of  our  subject,  was  drowned  when  a 
child;  and  John,  who  served  in  the  Mexican  war, 

| was  heard  from  only  once  after  its  close,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  dead. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  re- 
ceived a limited  education  in  the  district  schools. 
At  the  age  of  eleven  he  began  work  in  Franklin 
| county,  Penn.,  as  a farm  hand  for  his  board  and 
clothes,  and  later  worked  for  another  fanner  ! ' >r 
$3  per  month  and  board.  1 1 is  father  received 
his  wages  until  alter  he  had  attained  his  majority, 

, and  he  then  supported  his  parents  until  their 
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deaths.  On  the  31st  of  December,  1846,  in 
Franklin  county,  Penn.,  he  wedded  Mary  Sny- 
der, a native  of  that  State,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1847  traveled  by  wagon  to  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 
There  he  worked  at  making  rails  for  fifty  cents 
per  day  and  board.  After  a time  he  purchased 
three  acres  of  land  near  Tiffin,  Ohio,  for  $330, 
and  subsequently  sold  it  for  $450.  He  next 
rented  a farm  in  Bloom  township,  Seneca  coun-  i 
ty,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  and  then 
came  to  Wood  county,  operating  a rented  farm 
for  one  season.  In  1870  he  bought  eighty  acres  j 
in  Jackson  township,  which  he  at  once  began  to 
clear  and  improve,  and  has  since  transformed  it 
into  a fine  farm. 

On  this  homestead  Mrs.  Hager  died  in  May, 
1890.  ' Their  children  were  as  follows:  Saman- 
tha A.,  now  the  wife  of  W.  Valentine,  of  Seneca 
county,  Ohio;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  George  Gillett, 
of  Seneca  county;  Daniel  Francis,  a farmer  of 
Seneca  county;  George  W. , Jeremiah  and  Chris- 
tian, who  died  in  childhood;  Katie,  wife  of  Dr. 
Wadsworth,  of  Hoytville;  Luther,  a farmer  of 
Jackson  township;  Jesse,  a merchant  of  Hovt- 
ville;  William,  a machine  agent  of  Jackson  town- 
ship; Virginia  Belle,  who  was  born  August  4, 
1869,  and  was  married  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1886,  to  David  Peter  Bryan,  who  was 
born  in  Hancock  county,  July  26,  i860,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  district  school  and  the  Ada  Normal 
School,  of  Ada,  Ohio.  Mr.  Bryan  is  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  he  and  his  wife  have  three  chil- 
dren— Carl  C.,  who  died  in  childhood;  Watson 
Henry  and  Jessie  H.  The  youngest  member  of 
the  Hager  family  is-  Hattie,  wife  of  George  T. 
Bcahm,  of  Findlay,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Hager,  of  this  sketch,  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He 
has  attained  success  in  business  through  his  own 
well  directed  efforts,  and  is  a highly-esteemed 
citizen. 

W.  T.  Farmer,  an  energetic  young  agricult- 
urist of  Portage  township,  was  born  December 
26,  1872,  in  Millbury,  Lake  township,  Wood 
county,  son  of  Edwin  and  Charlotte  (Tyrrell) 
F'armer,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  a small  boy  when  his  parents 
came  to  Center  township,  and  there  he  received 
his  education,  attending  the  district  school  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  worked  at  home  the  greater 
part  of  the  time,  and  lived  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
which  he  had  purchased  shortly  before,  buying  ; 
the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  Sec-  , 


tion  34,  a part  of  the  Jonas  Hampshire  farm,  in 
Portage  township.  Mr.  Farmer  erected  a new 
house  and  barn,  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  his  neighborhood,  progressive  in 
every  way. 

On  December  20,  1894,  he  was  married,  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Ella  Conklin,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  James  Conklin.  Mr. 
Farmer  is  prospering,  and  is  destined  to  become 
one  of  the . substantial  citizens  of  his  neighbor- 
hood. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 

G.  Sc hwechh eimer.  Industry,  economy,  and 
good  judgment  are  still  at  a premium  in  the 
business  world,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  arrived  in  Bowling  Green,  Wood  county, 
only  fourteen  years  ago,  without  means,  and 
possessing  no  knowledge  of  the  English  language, 

| furnishes  an  instance  in  proof.  He  was  born  in 
I Baden,  Germany,  November  2,  1863,  the  son  of 
| Jacob  Schwecnneimer. 

PI  is  ancestors  were  respected  residents  of  that 
vicinity,  and  a full  account  of  the  family  is  given 
in  the  biography  of  a half  brother  of  our  sub- 
: ject,  Christoph  Lehmann,  a well-known  business 
man  of  Bowling  Green.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
our  subject  left  his  old  home,  where  he  had  en- 
joyed the  opportunities  for  education  given  in  the 
excellent  public  schools,  and  in  1SS1,  immediate- 
; ly  after  his  arrival,  went  to  work  for  Mr.  Leh- 
mann in  his  meat  market.  For  eight  years  he  re- 
; mained  there,  learning  our  language,  making 
acquaintances,  the  details  of  the  business,  and 
saving  his  money,  and,  when  he  opened  a market 
of  his  own  in  1889,  he  had  so  won  the  esteem  of 
the  community,  that  from  the  start  he  had  a 
large  patronage.  He  butchers  his  own  meat, 
buying  by  the  car  load  in  Chicago,  or  from  farm- 
ers in  the  vicinity,  as  occasion  offers.  He  also 
runs  a packing  house,  and  cures  hams,  and  pork 
of  all  grades,  butchering  for  this  line  of  work 
from  five  to  seven  hundred  hogs  per  year.  There 
are  few  business  men  in  any  locality  who  have 
more  well  wishers  than  has  this  young  adopted 
citizen  of  Bowling  Green. 

In  1891  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia  Kauf- 
man, who  was  born  in  1S68,  near  Marietta,  Ohio 
They  have  one  son,  Frank.  Politically  our  sub- 
ject is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Reynolds,  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
Montgomery  township,  whose  early  home  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  commenced  life 
without  other  capital  than  his  strong  hands  and 
resolute  will,  and  has  attained  to  a fine  position. 
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socially  and  financially,  among  his  fellow  citizens. 
His  homestead,  one  of  the  most  noticeable  in  the 
township,  embraces  a fertile  tract  of  land  under 
thorough  cultivation,  and  is  finely  located  in  Sec- 
tion 1 8.  Both  as  a business  man  and  a citizen 
the  proprietor  stands  well  among  the  men  of  his 
township  and  vicinity,  as  having  materially  as- 
sisted in  the  development  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  born  in  County  Derry,  Ire- 
land, in  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Reynolds, 
a farmer  of  that  country,  where  he  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza 
Carr,  and  was  a most  loving  wife  and  kind  and 
indulgent  mother  to  her  large  family  of  eleven 
children,  who,  in  order  of  birth,  are  as  follows: 
John,  of  this  review;  James,  a merchant  of  Cole- 
raine, Ireland;  Hugh,  a farmer  of  Portage  town- 
ship, Wood  county;  Nancy,  widow  of  Robert 
Hutton;  William,  of  Ireland;  Sarah,  who  is  also 
living  in  that  country;  Robert  and  Matthew,  both 
of  Ireland;  Mary  J.  and  Eliza,  twins,  the  former 
now  Mrs.  Robert  McCarty,  and  the  latter  Mrs. 
John  W.  Boyd,  of  Count}’ Antrim,  Ireland.  Most 
of  the  family  still  make  their  home  on  the  Emer- 
ald Isle,  where  they  are  well-to-do  and  pros- 
perous. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity.  A school-mate  of  his, 
Robert  Caskie,  had  come  to  the  United  States 
and  was  employed  in  the  slate  quarries  of  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  This  friend  sent  Mr.  Reynolds  a 
ticket  in  1866,  and  the  promise  of  work  if  he 
would  come  to  America.  Bidding  adieu  to  home 
and  friends,  he  left  County  Derry,  and  on  the 
“Columbia'’  sailed  for  the  New  World,  and,  after 
a stormy  voyage  of  seventeen  days,  he  landed  at 
Castle  Garden,  at  10  A.  M.  on  Christmas  Day, 
1867.  He  went  at  once  to  Slatington,  Penn., 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  slate  quarries  for 
ten  years. 

At  that  place  Mr.  Reynolds  wedded  Miss 
Josephine  Fletcher,  a native  of  Germany,  who 
had  been  brought  to  the  United  States  when  a 
child  of  two  years,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  five  children — James,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years;  Sarah,  who  died  in  infancy;  Will- 
iam, who  also  died  in  infancy;  and  John  and 
Hugh,  both  at  home.  The  mother  departed  this 
life  in  Wood  county,  in  March,  1882.  It  was  in 
the  spring  of  1875  that  Mr.  Reynolds  had  brought 
his  family  to  this  count}’,  where  he  had  two 
brothers,  Hugh  and  Robert,  farmers  of  Portage 
township,  and  there  he  purchased  twenty  acres  of 
land,  going  in  debt  for  part  of  the  amount  re- 
quired. In  Wood  county  our  subject  was  again 


I married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mar- 
; garet  McKaig,  who  was  born  in  Coshocton  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  November  8,  1S52,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Eliza  (Reynolds)  McKaig,  natives 
of  County  Derry,  Ireland.  Six  children  have 
been-  born  of  this  union — Robert;  William  J.  ; 
Sadie  and  Willie,  twins;  and  Charles  and  George, 
twins.  All  are  living  with  the  exception  of 
George. 

Upon  his  farm,  in  Portage  township,  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds resided  until  1893,  when  he  removed  to  his 
present  place,  which  comprises  165  acres  of  valu- 
able land.  While  employed  in  the  slate  quarries  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  suffered  from  a broken  thigh, 
and  a stiff  knee  resulted.  Though  handicapped  in 
this  way  to  some  extent,  he  has  ever  been  a hard 
worker,  and  it  renders  his  accumulations  that 
much  more  creditable.  He  is  just  such  a citizen 
as  his  nativity  suggests,  honest,  progressive  and 
upright,  and  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  the  community,  where  he  makes  his  home. 
Religiously  he  is  a Methodist  Protestant,  in  which 
Church  he  has  served  as  trustee,  and  politically 
he  has  always  been  an  earnest  Republican. 

W.  R.  Carothers.  A popular  and  well- 
known  citizen  of  Wood  county,  was  born  in 
Beaver  county,  Penn..  January  24,  1815,  and  is 
a son  of  Andrew  and  Jane  (Fitzsimmons)  Caroth- 
ers. Both  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
and  the  former  was  born  in  1783.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  went  to  the  South,  and  was  engaged 
1 in  teaching  school  among  the  planters  in  different 
! States  for  seven  years.  Then  returning  home  he 
I was  married,  and  in  1809  located  in  Ohio  town- 
ship, Beaver  county,  where  he  purchased  100 
acres  of  land,  and  carried  on  farming  for  a 
j period  of  years,  at  the  same  time  he  conducted  a 
hotel  and  taught  school  for  ten  years.  Later  he 
was  employed  at  school  teaching  in  various 
; places  in  Columbiana  and  Crawford  counties, 
Ohio,  following  that  pursuit  until  seventy-five 
years  of  age.  His  death  occurred  in  1878,  and 
his  wife  died  in  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  about 
1S73.  The  first  two  children  of  the  fatnilv  died 
in  early  childhood,  and  the  others  are  W.  R.  ; 
i Eliza  Jane,  wife  of  Andrew  Morrison,  of  Tuscara- 
was county,  Ohio;  Reason  Dawson,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Ohio;  Jonathan,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two;  Dr.  James  Henderson,  of  Mar- 
tinez, Cal.  ; Samuel,  who  died  young;  and  Dr. 
John,  who  died  in  California. 

Mr.  Carothers,  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  by 
his  father,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  began 
work  as  a farm  hand,  receiving  only  $2  per 
month  and  his  board.  He  was  thus  employed 
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until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  the 
brick-mason’s  trade,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  commenced  school  teaching  in  Crawford 
county,  Ohio,  following  that  vocation  through 
fourteen  consecutive  winter  seasons,  being  em- 
ployed at  brick  laying  in  the  summer.  He  built 
the  first  brick  building  in  Galion,  Ohio,  and 
worked  on  the  infirmary  in  Crawford  county,  and 
the  Union  school  house  in  Bucvrus,  Ohio. 

In  May,  1836,  Mr.  Carothers  was  married  in 
Crawford  county,  to  Madgalena  Heiffer,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1813,  and  was  of  Ger- 
man lineage,  her  father  having  immigrated  to 
America  from  Germany,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  In  1852  our  subject  came  with  his  fam-  j 
ily  to  Wood  county,  and  purchased  200  acres  of 
land  in  Libert}’  township,  this  including  the  j 
eighty-acre  farm  on  which  he  yet  resides.  He 
has  since  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  al- 
though he  has  devoted  some  attention  to  other 
interests.  In  1876  he  went  to  Beaver  county 
with  his  brother,  where  he  engaged  in  brick  lay- 
ing, drilling  wells  and  setting  boilers.  In  the 
summer  of  1877  he  went  to  Columbia  county, 
Penn. , where  he  was  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Letonia  Iron  Works.  He  is, 
however,  numbered  among  the  leading  and  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Wood  county,  and  the  suc- 
cess he  has  achieved  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts. 

To  Mr.  Carothers  and  wife  were  born:  Frank- 
lin, who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four;  Eliza 
jane,  wife  of  W.  H.  Richardson,  of  Bowling 
Creen;  Matilda,  wife  of  Montgomery  Loomis,  of 
Ashley,  Mich.  ; Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen;  William  Forbes,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-three;  and  Emma,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Hiram  Woodworth,  and  died  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily, Mr.  Carothers  married  Elizabeth  C.  Weaver, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Reason  Dawson. 

Our  subject  has  considerable  local  note  as  a 
composer  of  comic  songs,  and  his  rendition  of  the 
same  is  worthy  of  a professional.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat.  Though  a member  of  no  Church, 
he  has  always  been  a close  Bible  student.  He  is 
also  familiar  with  many  of  the  standard  works  of 
literature.  He  is  a man  of  scholarly  tastes  and 
broad  general  information,  and  his  sterling  worth 
has  gained  him  the  friendship  of  many. 

Bernard  Indlekofer,  the  able  and  popular 
postmaster  at  Weston,  was  born  in  Norwalk, 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  May  5,  1856.  His  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  his  father, 
Nicholas  Indlekofer,  came  to  America  in  1853, 


his  mother,  Rosalia  (Kramer),  a year  later.  They 
were  married  in  Cincinnati,  and  settled  in  Nor- 
walk, where  the  father  died  in  February,  188;, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine,  and  where  the  mother 
still  resides..  Three  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Bernard,  Mary  and  Rosa. 

Our  subject,  when  fourteen  years  old,  left 
home  to  learn  cabinet  making  at  Bellevue,  Ohio. 
He  followed  his  trade  for  some  time  in  Decatur, 
Ind.,  and  then  returned  to  Norwalk,  where  he 
worked  in  the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern 
carshops  for  about  eight  years.  In  18S0  he 
came  to  Weston,  and  opened  an  establishment  of 
his  own.  So  well  did  he  gain  and  hold  the  con- 
fidence of  the  community  that,  in  1885,  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  under  Cleveland.  Three 
years  and  six  months  later  he  was  relieved  on  ac- 
count of  his  strong  Democratic  proclivities;  but 
he  was  given  a position  in  the  railway  mail  serv- 
ice between  Cleveland  and  Syracuse,  which  he 
held  until  another  change  of  administration.  Re- 
turning to  Weston,  he  opened  a restaurant  and 
grocery,  which  he  conducted  until  re-appointed 
postmaster,  July  1,  1893.  He  is  an  influential 
political  worker,  and  is  prominent  among  the 
business  men  of  Weston.  In  1893  he  built  the 
handsome  brick  block  in  which  the  post  office  is 
now  located. 

On  October  1,  1879,  Mr.  Indlekofer  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Catherine  Cook,  who  was  born  at 
Weston,  June  24,  1858.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  Rosa,  John  and 

Maggie,  who  are  living  at  home;  and  Carl,  the 
second  child,  who  died  when  an  infant.  Mr. 
Indlekofer  and  his  family  are  leading  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Hon.  Nathan  Hatfield,  a leading  agricult- 
urist of  Perry  township,  and  one  of  the  best  of 
the  able  men  who  have  represented  Wood  county 
in  the  State  Legislature,  was  born  February  28, 
1813,  in  St.  Clair  township,  Belmont  Co.,  Ohio, 
the  son  of  William  and  Nancy  (McMahan)  Hat- 
field. 

“ Uncle  Nate"  is  a self-made  man,  and  his 
well-known  kindliness  of  heart  may  be  the  result 
of  that  fellow  feeling  for  the  less  fortunate,  which 
only  those  can  know  who  have  at  some  time  felt 
the  pressure  of  poverty.  His  father,  a native  of 
! New  York  State,  was  at  one  time  a wealthy  mer- 
chant in  Wheeling,  W.  Ya. ; but  he  lost  his  for- 
tune in  1820,  through  becoming  a suretv  to  tlv 
( extent  of  $90,000,  for  parties  who  failed  to  meet 
their  obligations.  His  property  was  sufficient  to 
j meet  the  liability  under  ordinary  circumstances; 
but  a forced  sale  caused  a sacrifice  of  values,  w hich 
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left  him  penniless.  He  might  have  saved  some- 
thing from  the  wreck  by  certain  manipulations;  but 
he  was  too  proud  to  attempt  them.  His  brother, 
Capt.  Nathan  Hatfield,  a veteran  of  the  war  of 
1 8 1 2 , for  whom  our  subject  was  named,  was  then 
living  in  Cincinnati,  and  he  furnished  means  for 
the  family  to  move  to  Hamilton  county,  and 
make  a new  home  there.  The  journey  was  ac- 
complished on  a flat-boat,  which  floated  down 
the  Ohio.  Soon  after  their  arrival  our  subject’s 
mother,  who  had  previously  been  healthy  and  ro- 
bust, died  from  the  effects  of  the  humiliation 
and  anxiety,  which  she  had  undergone,  leaving 
ten  children,  who  were  scattered  among  stran- 
gers, to  make  their  way  in  the  world.  Nathan 
was  but  seven  years  old,  and  his  childhood  knew 
many  hard  experiences,  which  he  bravely  en- 
dured. His  father  married  again,  and  by  that 
union  had  four  sons.  He  died  at  the  ane  of  six- 

o 

ty-five,  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  where  his 
last  years  were  made  comfortable  by  the  tender 
care  of  his  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Hatfield. 

Young  Hatfield  availed  himself  of  such  op- 
portunities for  schooling  as  his  time  and  locality 
afforded,  and  a bright  intellect  helped  him  to 
obtain  a good  education.  He  is  now  an  earnest 
advocate  of  better  schools,  by  which  any  child, 
no  matter  what  the  position  of  his  parents  may 
be,  can,  if  he  will,  secure  a thorough  intellectual 
training.  He  is  a lover  of  horses,  and  his  first 
business  venture  was  the  purchase  of  a colt  for 
$5.00,  which  he  had  saved,  a few  cents  at  a time. 
His  employer  allowed  him  free  pasture,  and,  by 
careful  attention,  the  colt  was  brought  into  good 
condition  and  traded  for  a larger  animal,  which 
the  young  speculator  sold  later  for  $50.00.  With 
this  sum  he  bought  a good  horse  in  Kentucky,  of 
Bertrand  stock.  During  the  cholera  epidemic  of 
1832,  Mr.  Hatfield,  then  nineteen  years  old,  rode 
this  horse  to  Richland  county  to  escape  the  dis- 
ease, and  there  he  began  to  work  at  plastering 
'and  bricklaying  for  a brother-in-law,  James  Wor- 
ley, with  whom  he  worked  on  the  first  brick  house 
built  in  Findlay — the  residence  of  William  Tay- 
lor, a merchant  there.  At  that  time  Findlay  was 
a fort.  While  on  his  way  there  from  Richland 
county  he  learned  of  the  cheap  lands  in  Wood 
county,  and  he  bargained  for  forty  acres  in  Sec- 
tion 33,  Perry  township,  for  which  he  traded  his 
latest  acquisition  in  horse  flesh,  a vicious  horse 
given  him  in  exchange  for  his  Kentucky-bred  ani- 
mal. This  land  he  visited  in  1833;  but  he  did 
not  at  that  time  occupy  it,  preferring  to  continue 
his  trade  in  Orange  township,  Richland  count}1. 

In  1 834 our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
McHarry,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  had  come  to 
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America  in  childhood  with  her  parents.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  Jane  A.,  who 

married  John  McMahan,  and  died  in  Perry  town- 
ship; Nancy,  who  died  when  a child;  and  Louisa, 
residing  at  Fostoria,  who  was  first  married  to 
Amos  Norris,  who  was  killed  at  Millgrove,  in 
1863,  by  the  explosion  of  a cannon,  and  she  sub- 
sequently wedded  Walter  McMahan,  now  also 
deceased.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1 S44,  and  her  remains  now  rest  in  the  cem- 
etery at  Fostoria. 

On  February  9,  1845.  Mr.  Hatfield  married 
Miss  Angeline  McMahan,  an  old  acquaintance, 
who  was  a native  of  Hamilton  county,  born  No- 
vember 16,  1813.  Their  wedding  trip  was  the 
journey  from  her  home  to  Wood  county,  made 
partly  by  stage  and  partly  over  the  Mad  River 
railroad,  the  first  railroad  constructed  in  Ohio. 
Thev  have  seven  children:  William,  a resident 

of  Hancock  county;  Andrew,  of  Fostoria;  Emma, 
now  Mrs.  James  Brandeberry,  of  Pemberville, 
Wood  county;  P.  J.,  who  lives  in  Perry  town- 
ship; Angeline,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Fruit,  of 
Seneca  county;  Job,  who  resides  at  Portland, 
Ore.;  and  Sarah,  Mrs.  Myron  Fletcher,  of  Perry 
township.  Mrs.  Hatfield  is  a woman  of  remark- 
able intelligence  and  sagacity,  and  her  husband 
does  not  hesitate  to  avow,  with  manly  pride  in 
her  abilities,  that  her  help  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  his  success.  She  possesses  unusual  vital- 
ity also,  and,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  is  hale 
and  hearty,  with  scarcely  a trace  of  gray  in  her 
hair.  She  was  a daughter  of  Andrew  McMahan, 
an  ensign  in  the  American  army  during  the  war 
of  1 S 1 2 , who  was  wounded  while  on  the  ramparts 
of  Fort  Meigs  during  the  battle  there.  After  the 
battle  he  was  placed  on  a horse,  and  managed  to 
make  his  way  to  his  home  in  Cincinnati,  where 
he  lived  many  years,  following  the  cabinet-mak- 
er’s trade. 

Mr.  Hatfield  is  well  preserved  for  his  years, 
and  has  never  worn  spectacles.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hatfield  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  Febru- 
ary 9,  1895,  and  their  relatives  and  friends  took 
advantage  of  the  happy  event  to  demonstrate  the 
affection  in  which  this  worthy  couple  is  held 
wherever  they  are  known.  They  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  Eh  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Hatfield 
was  a class  leader  for  a quarter  of  a century,  and 
his  donations  to  that  Church  and  to  other  relig- 
ious causes  amount  to  a fortune.  Indeed,  “Uncle 
Nate's"  generosity  and  hospitality  are  proverbial, 
and  no  needy  and  deserving  person  has  ever 
sought  relief  from  him  in  vain.  His  home  has 
been  for  years  a haven  of  rest  to  the  weary  trav- 
eler, and  never  has  any  charge  been  made. 
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Mr.  Hatfield  came  to  Wood  county  to  reside 
in  1836,  locating  upon  his  little  forty-acre  tract, 
where  he  built  a log  house,  and  followed  farm- 
ing, working  as  opportunity  came  at  his  trade, 
this  business  sometimes  taking  him  as  far  west  as 
Fort  Wayne.  As  he  would  get  money  to  spare, 
he  would  go  on  foot  through  the  woods  to  the 
land  office  and  buy  land,  at  $1.25  per  acre,  and 
in  this  way  he  added  to  his  holdings  until  he 
owned  at  onetime  1,000  acres,  and  he  now  owns 
nearly  700.  Honor  and  fairness  have  character- 
ized his  every  transaction,  no  matter  how  small, 
and  his  integrity  is  never  questioned.  His  landed 
estate  forms  but  a part  of  his  possessions,  as  he 
owns  fine  business  property  in  Fostoria  and  North 
Baltimore.  It  is  not  often  that  a poor  boy 
attains  such  worldly  success,  and  still  less  fre- 
quently do  we  see  nobility  of  character  and  good- 
ness of  heart  left  untouched  by  the  long  struggle 
with  worldly  necessities. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hatfield  is  a Democrat,  as 
was  his  father  before  him,  and  although  he  never 
aspired  to  political  office,  his  ability,  public  spirit 
and  popularity  among  all  classes  has  made  him 
a leader  in  the  part}7  in  this  region.  Quite  with- 
out effort  on  his  part,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  in  1874,  and  the  entire  community 
took  part  in  a grand  barbecue  at  his  home  in 
honor  of  the  joyous  occasion.  The  celebration 
was  of  the  genuine  old-fashioned  kind,  with  food 
in  unlimited  quantities,  speech-making,  bands  of 
music,  dancing,  and  games  and  diversions  of  all 
sorts;  but  the  best  part  of  rhe  affair  was  the  sin- 
cere and  unaffected  rejoicing  of  all  over  the  eleva- 
tion of  their  honored  neighbor. 

William  Waugh,  senior  member  of  the  well- 
known  mercantile  firm  of  William  Waugh  & Co., 
of  Tontogany,  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Webster  township,  June  28, 
1858. 

His  parents,  James  and  Margaret  (Forester) 
Waugh,  were  both  born  in  Scotland  in  1824,  the 
father  in  January,  the  mother  April  19,  and  in  1 
childhood  they  came  to  America,  their  respective  i 
families  locating  in  the  same  neighborhood  in 
Wood  county.  The  first  years  of  their  married  ] 
life  were  spent  in  Freedom  township,  near  Pem- 
berville;  but  in  1850  they  removed  to  a farm  on  j 
the  corner  of  Webster  township,  where  our  sub  - 1 
ject's  father  built  a large  sawmill,  which  tie  oper- 
ated successfully  for  many  years.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  his  later  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  locality.  He  and  his  wife 
were  active  and  faithful  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Scotch  Ridge,  and  their  children 


adhere  tothe  same  faith.  His  early  death,  in  1862, 
cut  short  a life  of  great  activity  and  usefulness; 
Mrs.  Waugh  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
August  15,  1891.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
| them,  of  whom  five  lived  to  adult  age;  Ellen  (de- 
j ceased)  was  formerly  the  wife  of  B.  Russell;  and 
Margaret  (who  married  C.  W.  Russell),  James 
and  Thomas,  are  all  living  on  the  old  homestead; 
and  our  subject,  who  is  the  youngest  in  the  familv. 

William  Waugh,  during  his  boyhood,  attended 
the  district  school  near  his  home,  also  the  graded 
schools  of  Portage.  He  then  taught  for  ten 
winters  with  great  success.  On  March  iS,  1879. 
he  married  Miss  Maggie  Dauterman,  who  was 
born  October  2,  i860,  in  Portage  township,  Wood 
county,  where  her  parents,  Jacob  and  Cather- 
ine (Amos)  Dauterman,  were  prominent  residents. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Mabel  I., 
born  November  16,  1881;  Ralph  D.,  born  Octo- 
ber 16,  1884;  and  Harold  W. , born  January  17, 
1893,  ‘n  Denver,  Colo.  Mr.  Waugh  bought  the 
old  Dauterman  homestead,  and  until  1886  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  summer,  and  teaching  in 
winter.  He  taught,  in  all,  ten  winters,  three 
winters  in  his  own  district.  Thinking,  however, 
that  a mercantile  life  would  be  more  congenial, 
he,  in  1885,  opened  a general  store  at  Dunbridge; 
but  sold  it  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and  went  into  the 
grocery  business  at  Bowling  Green.  His  health 
failing,  he  again  sold  out  and  spent  two  years  in 
the  West,  chiefly  for  his  health,  and  on  his  return 
built  a business  block  in  Tontogany,  and  estab- 
lished his  present  general  store,  which,  since  June 
30,  1S94,  has  been  a leading  enterprise  in  that 
thriving  town.  Politically  Mr.  Waugh  is  a Re- 
publican, but  is  no  office  seeker,  though  he  is  the 
present  efficient  township  treasurer.  In  1887,  he 
united  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No.  626. 
Bowling  Green,  and  in  1S94  was  transferred  to 
Tontogany  Lodge  No.  755.  He  is  somewhat  in- 
terested in  the  oil  industry  in  Wood  county,  being 
among  the  first  to  develop  the  field  about  Ton- 
togany. 

Lewis  Newcomer,  one  of  Prairie  Depot  ' 
substantial  business  men,  was  born  near  Free- 
burg,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  March  26,  1846,  and 
the  son  of  Adam  and  Margaret  Bender)  New 
comer,  both  of  whom  were  from  Pennsylvania 

Our  subject  attended  school  until  seventeen 
years  of  age,  when,  work  being  plenty  on  ins 
father’s  farm,  he  was  employed  thereuntil  he  v.a- 
twent} -four  years  old.  On  November  12.  1 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Boucher,  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  Boucher,  and  a native  of  Seiiec 
county,  where  she  was  born  January  22,  1840. 


■ 


. 

1 

■ 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


1297 


and  where  she  taught  six  terms  in  the  public 
schools.  In  1870  Mr.  Newcomer  moved  to 
Montgomery  township,  and,  with  his  brother, 
Levi,  bought  125  acres  of  land  in  Section  18. 
He  lived  in  this  township  four  years,  and  then 
rented  a farm  in  Hancock  county  for  one  year, 
and  later  occupied  another  farm  of  120  acres 
that  he  had  previously  bought,  remaining  there 
three  years.  Then,  as  the  parties  to  whom  he 
had  sold  his  farm  in  Montgomery  township  could 
not  pay  for  it,  he  returned  to  Section  18,  and 
lived  thereuntil  October,  1887,  when  he’  moved  to 
Prairie  Depot,  broken  down  in  health  and  obliged 
to  quit  farming.  In  June,  1888,  he  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  with  S.  J.  Dern,  and  after 
two  years  this  firm  sold  out  to  the  Buckeye  Sup- 
ply Co.,  and  for  the  following  eighteen  months 
our  subject  retired.  In  January,  1892,  he  bought 
out  the  Buckeye  Supply  Co.,  which  is  now  known 
by  the  firm  name  of  L.  Newcomer  & Co.  Our 
subject  owns  the  business  block  in  which  his 
store  is  situated,  and  besides  has  some  of  the  best 
business  property  in  Prairie  Depot. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newcomer  have  been  born 
these  children:  Irwin  B.,  who  is  in  business  with 
his  father,  married  Miss  Maud  Pittenger,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Fern.  Bertha  L.  is  now  Mrs. 
John  Carr,  of  Bradner,  Ohio,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Lewis  R.  and  Clair.  Mr.  Newcomer  is  a 
Democrat,  but  is  not  bound  by  party  ties,  as  he 
selects  the  man  according  to  his  ability,  regard- 
less of  his  politics.  Our  subject  and  his  family 
were  for  fifteen  years  members  of  the  German 
Baptist  Church,  and  gave  liberally  to  its  cause, 
and  Mr.  Newcomer  gave  an  acre  of  ground  to- 
ward a site  for  a new  church  in  Hancock  county. 
For  the  past  fourteen  years  he  has  been  an  in- 
valid, suffering  from  rheumatism,  which  necessi- 
tated his  going  into  mercantile  business.  He  has 
a comfortable  competency,  and  is  one  of  Prairie 
Depot’s  most  respected  citizens.  His  good  wife 
has  been  of  great  help  to  him,  and  has  stood 
nobly  by  him  in  his  hours  of  trial. 

•J-  Adam  Newcomer,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  1851,  moved  to  Big- 
lick  township,  Hancock  county,  making  the 
journey  in  a farm  wagon.  He  was  in  poor 
circumstances  financially,  and  took  his  farm  of 
160  acres  when  it  was  in  a pretty  rough  condi- 
tion, uncultivated  and  containing  only  a log 
cabin.  It  was  there  that  Mrs.  Newcomer  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  Mr.  Newcomer  is  alive 
and  heart}'  at  nearly  seventy-five  years  of  age. 
He  has  been  a successful  man,  and  has  a good 
competency.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
the  following  children:  Levi,  living  in  Hancock 
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j county;  Diana,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  Thomas,  of 
Hancock  county;  Lewis,  our  subject;  Sylvanus,  a 
resident  of  Michigan;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Bowers,  of  Findlay;  Samuel,  residing  in  Han- 
! cock  county;  Margetta,  wife  of  William  Shubert. 

| of  Hancock  county;  and  John,  of  Kansas  City. 

Jerry  Bordner  was  born  in  Stark  countv, 
Ohio,  June  26,  1835,  a°d  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Liddy  (Guess)  Bordner,  the  former  a native  of 
Harrisburg,  Penn.,  the  latter  of  Stark  county, 

| Ohio,  where  they  were  married.  Subsequently  they 
removed  to  Crawford  county,  in  the  same  State. 

I and,  about  1S50,  located  on  a farm  of  125  acres 
| in  Liberty  township,  Wood  county.  There  the 
mother’s  death  occurred,  and  the  father  after- 
j ward  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
i with  Catherine  Shutt,  who  still  lives  in  Liberty 
township.  His  death  occurred  on  the  old  home- 
: stead  farm  in  May,  1870.  To  Mr.  Bordner’s  first 
| marriage  were  born  the  following  children:  La- 

| vina;  Washington,  who  died  in  childhood;  Jerry; 

Catherine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
i and  Hiram.  The  children  of  the  second  mar- 
j riage,  were:  Joseph,  a farmer  of  Liberty  town- 

i ship;  Isaac,  who  follows  farming  in  Henry  coun- 
j ty,  Ohio;  John,  of  Freeport,  Ohio;  Frank,  of 
Portage,  Ohio;  and  Hettie,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Jerry  Bordner,  the  subject  of  this  review,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  locality. 
He  was  reared  on  a farm,  but  to  some  extent  has 
follow  ed  carpentering.  During  the  Civil  war  the 
country  numbered  him  among  its  loyal  defenders, 
i having  enlisted  at  Bowling  Green,  August  29. 

1861,  in  Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  I.  He  partici- 
I pated  in  the  battles  of  Ivy 'Mountain  and  Chick- 
: amaugua,  in  which  latter  engagement  out  of  his 
company  of  forty-eight  men,  who  went  into  bat- 
1 tie  in  the  morning,  only  thirteen  responded  to 
roll-call  at  night,  and  a corporal  of  that  company 
was  the  only  one  of  the  officers  (either  com- 
missioned or  non-commissioned),  of  the  regiment 
that  escaped  uninjured;  but  at  the  battle  of  Jones- 
boro, this  corporal  was  literally  cut  to  pieces  by 
a shell.  At  the  battle  of  Stone  River  our  sub- 
ject received  a slight  flesh  wound  in  the  right 
1 cheek,  and  in  the  spring  of  1862,  he  returned 
l home  on  a thirty-days’  furlough.  Rejoining  his 
regiment  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term,  he  was  honorably  discharged  Septem- 
ber 18,  1864.  He  then  began  work  on  a farm, 
which  he  continued  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Bordner  was  married  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, September  19,  1869,  to  Miss  Pina  Hull, 
who  was  born  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 23,  : 845.  Her  parents  were  Joel  and  P ’.  v 
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(Huxly)  Hull,  the  former  a native  of  Massachu- 
setts and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Hull  died  in  i 
Liberty  township,  in  April,  1891;  but  his  widow  i 
is  still  living.  In  their  family  were  the  following  : 
children:  Bina.  Mrs.  Bordner;  William;  Electa, 

wife  of  George  Jackson,  of  Lorain  county,  Ohio; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Arthur  Harrison,  of  Bowling 
Green;  Sylvester,  twin  brother  of  Sarah,  of  Lib- 
erty township;  and  Alonzo  and  Lorenzo,  twins, 
now  living  in  Milton  Center.  To  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bordner  have  come  ten  children: 
Adella,  born  July  13,  1870,  now  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Levers,  of  Liberty  township;  Blanche, 
born  November  8,  1871 ; George,  born  November 
16,  1873;  Belle,  born  December  5,  1876;  Earl, 
born  September  8,  1877,  and  died  July  6,  1S78;  | 
Maggie  M.,  born  May  27,  1879;  Maud  M.,  born 
November  9,  1 88  1 ; Nellie,  born  October  6,  1883; 
Koy,  born  April  3,  1886;  and  Frank,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1888,  died  March  8,  1891. 

Mr.  Bordner  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of  1 
eighty  acres,  highly  cultivated  and  well  im-  | 
proved,  and  he  owes  his  financial  success  in  life  j 
entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  efforts  and  good 
business  ability.  In  politics  he  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  served  as  school  director  for  many  years, 
and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a warm 
friend. 

Oswald  Brothers,  the  well-known  proprie- 
tors of  the  planing-mill  and  lumber-yard  at  Wes- 
ton, are  natives  of  Ashland  count}',  Ohio,  sons  of 
Levi  Oswald,  who  was  born  in  1818,  in  Berks 
county,  Penn.  Their  mother,  Catherine  Zeither, 
is  a native  of  the  city  of  Worms,  Germany,  and 
came  in  early  life  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where 
the  two  were  married.  The  father  died  there  in 
1878;  the  mother  survives  him,  and  resides  with 
her  sons  in  Weston.  Their  five  children  are: 

J.  W. , Carrie,  George  W. , and  the  two  subjects 
of  this  sketch— Jacob  M.,  born  January  5,  1852, 
and  S.  C. , born  July  31,  1859. 

Both  of  these  young  and  thrifty  business  men 
came  at  an  early  age  to  the  vicinity  of  Weston, 
and,  after  obtaining  a good  elementary  English 
education,  they  each  engaged  in  t he  employment 
which  was,  for  the  time  being,  most  convenient. 
P'or  a while  they  worked  with  their  father  in 
W eston,  shipping  hardwood  timber,  and  in  1S80- 
81  they  purchased  their  present  business,  then 
being  carried  on  in  a limited  and  indifferent 
manner.  They  set  to  work  to  make  it  a success, 
and  increased  their  stock,  put  up  a new  building, 
and  bought  machinery  of  the  most  approved  sort 
for  manufacturing  ail  kinds  of  building  material. 


This  they  have  made  the  most  prosperous  ami 
beneficent  industry  in  Weston,  and  the  hum  of 
its  machinery  is  welcome  music  to  the  force  of 
workmen  to  whom  they  furnish  constant  emplov- 
merit.  As  citizens,  the  Oswald  Brothers  are 
counted  among  the  most  substantial  and  public 
spirited,  every  local  improvement  receiving  from 
them  due  support. 

Jacob  M.  was  married  to  bliss  Sarah  Shivelv. 
a native  of  Hancock  county,  born  in  April,  1853, 
and  they  have  one  child  living:  Lee  Thomas; 
their  daughter.  Maude,  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen. He  belongs  also  to  the  Lumberman’s  Na- 
tional society  the  “ Hoo  IToos,  ” or  the  “Con- 
catenated Order  of  the  Black  Cat.” 

S.  C.  Oswald  was  married  October  4,  1882, 
to  bliss  Lucy  M.  Brown,  who  was  born  Mav  1, 
i860,  in  Weston  township.  Both  brothers  are 
stanch  Democrats,  and  leading  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  of  the  fraternal  order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Walter  Ostrander,  who  is  living  in  Section 
20,  Montgomery  township,  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  on  a valuable  farm 
of  seventy-seven  acres.  He  has  spent  much 
of  his  life  about  horses,  giving  him  a chance  to 
; study  and  learn  them,  and  this  association  and 
1 knowledge  has  developed  in  him  an  ability  that 
i classes  him  among  the  prominent  handlers  of 
horses  i-n  northwestern  Ohio.  He  is  probably  as 
good  a judge  of  that  animal  as  any  man  in  Wood 
county,  and  many  have  benefited  by  his  advice 
and  counsel.  He  has  trained  many  excellent 
horses,  and  his  skill  as  a driver  has  often  been 
witnessed. 

blr.  Ostrander  was  born  June  15,  1S45,  in 
! Montgomery  township,  where  his  father,  John 
Ostrander,  a native  of  New  York,  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Burk,  and  by  her 
marriage  she  had  four  children:  Hiram,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Iowa;  Harriet,  who  became 
the  wife  of  James  Carter,  and  died  in  Montgom- 
ery township;  Matilda,  who  first  married  Frank- 
lin Diver,  and  after  his  death  wedded  Philip 
Warnmes,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  and  Walter,  win' 
completes  the  family.  The  father's  death  oc- 
curred in  1845,  and  his  widow  now  lives  with  her 
son  in  Iowa. 

Like  many  boys,  our  subject  did  not  manifest 
much  interest  in  his  studies,  and  consequently 
his  education  was  not  as  thorough  as  it  miuh* 
have  been.  As  he  was  only  an  infant  when  his 
father  died,  he  remained  with  his  mother  ; who 
I kept  her  family  together)  until  his  enlistment  for 
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service  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Rebellion. 
On  August  15,  1862,  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  he 
joined  Company  I,  111th  O.  V.  I.,  as  a private, 
and  while  stationed  at  Covington  Heights,  Ky. , 
was  detailed  as  teamster.  He  was  later  made 
orderly  to  Gen.  1.  R.  Sherwood,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged  July  15,  1865.  Re- 
turning to  Wood  county,  he  began  threshing  with 
his.  brother-in-law,  Franklin  Diver,  which  busi- 
ness he  followed  for  nine  years  during  the  sum- 
mer season,  while  in  the  winter  he  was  employed 
in  the  woods. 

On  October  27,  1866,  in  Freedom  township, 
Wood  county,  Mr.  Ostrander  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Eliza  M.  Morgan,  who  was  born 
in  Montgomery  township,  February  12,  1847, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Griswold  and  Rhoda 
(Shuman)  Morgan.  After  Mrs.  Ostrander  had 
completed  her  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  county,  she  engaged  in  teaching  for  one 
term.  The  following  children  have  been  born  of 
this  union:  Sanford,  of  Prairie  Depot,  Ohio; 

Ulysses  G..  a farmer  of  Montgomery  township; 
Walter,  Mabel  M.,  John,  Irvin  and  Edward,  all 
at  home;  and  two  sons  who  died  in  infancy. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ostrander  located  at 
what  is  now  Grand  Rapids,  Wood  county,  where 
he  conducted  a hotel;  but  a few  weeks  of  that 
business  satisfied  him,  and  he  returned  to  Mont- 
gomery township,  where  he  lived  until  his  re- 
moval to  Waterford,  N.  Y.  He  engaged  in  deal- 
ing in  horses  at  that  place  for  four  years,  but  has 
since  made  his  home  in  Montgomery  township, 
living  upon  his  present  farm  since  1893.  He  is 
a wide-awake,  progressive  citizen  who  has  made 
many  friends  in  this  community,  and  is  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  county.  Polit- 
ically, he  hes  ever  been  a strong  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  socially  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post,  at  Prairie 
Depot. 

Asa  Baird,  a retired  farmer  of  Perry  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Bloom  township,  September  7, 
1S35,  ^e  son  °t  Ora  A.  and  Rebecca  (Randalls) 
Baird.  Ora  A.  was  the  son  of  Charles  Baird, 
and  was  born  April  1,  1804,  in  Bethlehem  town- 
ship, Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.  He  came  to  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  with  his  parents  in  the  early  part  of 
the  century,  and  was  married  in  Mohican  town- 
ship, Ashland  Co.,  to  Rebecca  Randalls.  She  was 
born  August  9,  1808,  in  Spafford  township,  Onon- 
daga Co.,  N.  Y.  Ora  A.  Baird  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  Bloom  township,  Wood  county, 
to  which  he  came  in  the  summer  of  1834,  loca- 
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ting  in  Section  26.  He  camped  under  a black 
walnut  tree  until  a three-sided  shanty  was  built 
in  the  midst  of  a dense  forest.  This  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlements  in  Bloom,  as  data  in  the 
historical  part  of . this  work  will  show.  The  fa- 
ther lived  with  his  family  on  this -farm,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  until  April,  1864,  when  he 
i removed  to  Section  17,  Perry  township,  where  he 
died  December  29,  187c,  his  wife  surviving  him 
until  October  2,  1890.  Both  are  buried  in 
Perry  Center  cemetery. 

Mr.  Baird  was  a great  sufferer  from  a pecu- 
| liar  disease,  the  first  results  of  which  were  seen 
after  he  had  fallen  asleep  one  day,  in  the  fall  of 
| 1862,  while  sitting  in  an  arm-chair.  He  had 
thrown  his  right  leg  over  the  arm  of  the  chair, 
and  the  circulation  of  the  blood  being  impeded, 
started  a peculiar  growth  called  anasium,  which 
I crippled  him  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
foot  finally  came  off  at  the  ankle  joint,  and,  for 
some  years  previous  to  his  death,  he  wore  an  ar- 
tificial limb.  He  was  naturally  a stout,  robust 
man,  full  of  energ}\  rather  quiet  in  his  manner, 
but  of  a quick  temper.  He  was  always  a farmer, 
and  at  one  time  was  also  engaged  in  the  thresh- 
ing-machine business.  Pie  was  originally  a Whig, 
j later  a Republican,  and  was  one  of  the  early  of- 
fice holders  in  Bloom  township.  He  was  a poor 
man  when  he  came  to  Wood  county,  but,  by  in- 
dustry and  good  management,  acquired  a com- 
! fortable  fortune.  To  him  and  his  wife  came  the 
following  children:  Milton  B.,  born  July  30, 

1828,  died  May  5,  1833;  Louisa  L. , born  June 
27,  1830,  died  May  10,  1833;  Irving  (twin  of 
Louisa)  is  living  in  Michigan ; Lydia  A.,  born  Jan- 
uary 21,  1833,  is  the  wife  of  John  F.  Dunn,  of 
Perry  township;  Asa  is  our  subject;  Lecta  L. , born 
July  20,  1839,  married  Charles  Richard,  and. 
later  wedded  S.  Griffith  (she  died  in  Attica,  Ohio  ; 
Hannah,  born  Sept.  28,  1841,  married  Wash- 
ington Cupp,  and  died  in  Perry  township;  Ran- 
dall, born  October  2,  1846,  lives  in  Perry  town- 
ship; Ora,  Jr.,  born  April  20,  1848,  died  April 
11,  1869. 

Asa  Baird  was  reared  upon  a farm,  and  had 
but  few  advantages  for  an  education,  the  schools 
of  that  early  day  being  very  poor  in  comparison 
to  those  of  our  time,  and  the  children  of  the  pio- 
neer had  but  little  leisure  to  give  to  books,  so 
much  was  there  for  them  to  do  in  clearing  off 
brush,  chopping  wood  and  otherwise  assisting 
their  parents  to  make  a home.  He  remained  with 
his  father  until  his  marriage.  January  1,  1851,  in 
Perry  township,  to  Martha  ).,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Spitler,  who  was  born  in  Ashland  county. 

1 Ohio,  October  23,  1837.  She  bore  him  two 
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children:  Charles  I.,  born  April  1 1 , 1857,  and 
now  living  in  Eaton  county,  Mich.  ; and  John  M., 
born  March  19,  1859,  who  died  June  18,  1887. 
The  mother  died  February  8,  1862,  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  at  Perry  Center. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Baird  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  ill th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  T.  C.  Nor- 
ris, in  defense  of  the  Union,  and  was  mustered 
in  at  Toledo,  September  6,  following.  The  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  Kentucky,  where  they  remained 
some  time  and  took  part  in  the  expedition  which 
captured  Morgan.  It  was  during  this  exciting 
chase  that  Mr.  Baird  became  overheated  and  was 
taken  ill  in  August,  1863,  being  left  at  Lebanon, 
Ky.,  while  his  regiment  moved  on  to  Knoxville. 
The  hospital  being  full,  he  was  cared  for  with 
some  fifty  others  in  a church,  which  was  arranged 
for  their  reception.  After  recovering  his  health 
he  was  for  some  eight  months  detailed  as  a guard 
in  a government  clothing  store,  rejoining  his  regi- 
ment in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  which  was  the  first  fight  in  which 
he  was  engaged.  In  July,  1864,  he  was  detailed 
to  support  a battery  at  Atlanta,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  lie  for  several  hours  in  a trench,  from 
which  exposure  he  contracted  rheumatism.  How- 
ever,  he  remained  with  his  command  and  partici- 
pated in  every  fight  thereafter  except  the  one  at 
Fort  Anderson,  N.  C.,  when  he  was  one  of  nine 
men  sent  to  look  after  the  officers’  baggage.  He 
was  mustered  out  June  27,  1865,  at  Salisbury, 
N.  C. , and  was  discharged  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  war  being  over,  Mr.  Baird,  with  the 
proud  satisfaction  of  having  served  his  country 
well  and  faithfully  in  her  time  of  need,  returned 
to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life,  taking  up 
his  residence  with  his  father,  who  had  care  of  his 
two  little  motherless  sons,  and  who  had  in  the 
meantime  removed  to  Perry  township.  On  Octo- 
ber 18,  1865,  our  subject  was  again  married,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Mrs.  Polly  Leslie,  the 
widow  of  Conrad  Leslie,  who  was  a member  of 
Company  B,  1 1 1 th  O.  V.  I.,  and  who  perished 
in  the  horrible  stockade  prison  at  Andersonville, 
March  1 S,  1S64.  Mrs.  Baird’s  maiden  name  was 
Fry,  her  parents  being  George  and  Julia  A.  (Iler) 
Fry.  She  was  born  August  17,  1837,  in  Holmes 
county,  Ohio.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Leslie 
she  became  the  mother  of  one  son,  Levi,  who 
was  born  December  3,  1858,  and  who  was  cared 
for  until  manhood  by  our  subject.  He  now 
resides  at  Jerry  City,  Ohio. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baird  six  children  have  been 
born,  as  follows:  George  F. , born  August  16, 

1866,  lives  in  West  Millgrove;  LInora,  born 
August  6,  1868,  married  George  Pelton,  and 


lives  at  West  Millgrove;  Isaac  W. , born  May  29, 
1872,  is  at  home;  Clara  E.,  born  August  17, 
1876,  is  now  Mrs.  Ford  Campbell,  of  Bloomdale, 
Ohio;  Eva  M.,  born  September  4,  1881;  and 
Edna,  born  July  14,  1885,  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  For  one  year  after  his  return 
from  the  army,  Mr.  Baird  resided  in  Bloom 
township,  but  with  that  exception  has  always 
; lived  on  his  present  farm,  which  was  the  old 
homestead,  and  comprises  78  acres.  For  the 
past  two  years  he  has  done  no  active  work,  and 
| only  oversees  his  property.  He  was  at  one  time 
a member  of  Urie  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Bloom- 
dale,  but 'on  account  of  ill  health,  was  obliged 
to  give  up  attending  its  meetings.  He  has 
always  been  a stanch  Republican,  but  has  never 
cared  to  hold  public  office.  He  is  highly 
respected  as  a loyal  citizen  and  good  neighbor. 

John  J.  Shinew,  a resident  of  Center  town- 
; ship,  is  well  esteemed  as  a man  of  industry  and 
enterprise.  He  comes  from  the  beautiful  land  of 
the  Alps,  his  birth  .having  occurred  in  Switzer- 
land, January  9,  1831.  His  father,  Francis 

Shinew,  was  also  born  in  that  country,  brought 
his  family  to  the  New  World  in  1 S 34,  making  a 
location  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  fora  time.  Later 
he  removed  to  Portage  township.  Wood  county, 
where  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
operated  until  his  death  in  1S44.  His  wife  long 
survived  him,  dying  on  the  old  homestead  in 
1 87  5. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Portage  township,  but  as  at  that 
time  they  were  very  primitive,  his  training  in 
that  respect  was  rather  limited.  From  early 
youth  he  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm,  until  the 
latter’s  death,  when  he  was  left  to  provide  for 
; himself.  He  found  employment  on  a farm  where 
he  worked  for  eighteen  cents  per  day  during  the 
summer  months,  the  winter  season  being  spent  in 
cutting  wood  at  eighteen  cents  per  cord.  He  also 
! engaged  in  fishing  on  the  lakes  to  some  extent, 
and  worked  at  any  thing  by  which  he  could  earn 
an  honest  dollar. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  Mr 
1 Shinew  enlisted  in  Company  C,  144th  O.  V.  !., 
under  Col.  Miller  and  Capt.  Ketcham.  He  was 
one  of  the  100-day  men,  and  during  his  service 
suffered  much  from  exposure,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  has  never  fully  recovered.  He  remained 
at  his  post  of  duty  until  honorable  discharged  in 
September,  1865.  On  his  return  home.  Mr. 
t Shinew  began  the  development  of  his  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  which  he  had  previously  purchased. 
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and  has  since  added  fort}-  acres  to  the  original  ; tling  in  Liberty  township,  where  Mr.  Stockwell 
tract;  so  that  he  now  has  a good  farm  of  120  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land.  In  the  fall  of 
acres  of  some  of  the  best  land  in  his  county.  His  , that  year  he  erected  a sawmill,  which  he  operated 
efforts  upon  his. farm  have  been  eminently  success-  | seven  years.  In  1887  and  1888  he  drilled  three 


ful,  and  he  has  rapidly  progressed  toward  an  ample  \ 
competency.  ' ~ 

In  October,  1S50,  Mr.  Shinew  married  Susie 
Phillips,  daughter  of  Adam  Phillips,  a farmer  of  1 
Center  township,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
children,  three  of  whom  still  survive,  namely: 
Salina,  wife  of  Henry  Drumheller,  a farmer  of 
Kansas;  Lewis,  a farmer  of  Center  township,  who 
married  Maggie  Stacy,  and  has  six  children;  and 
William,  a telegraph  operator  in  the  West.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1861,  and  in  1863,  for  his 
second  wife,  Mr.  Shinew  married  Catherine  Dau- 
terman,  daughter  of  J.  Dauterman,  of  Portage 
township.  One  child  graces  this  marriage:  John 
D.,  a farmer,  who  married  Mary  Zimmerman,  by 
whom  he  has  three  children. 

Mr.  Shinew  filled  the  office  of  trustee  of  the 
township  three  years,  and  was  supervisor  five 
years.  His  industry  in  pursuit  of  his  own  busi- 
ness, and  his  spotless  private  life,  have  placed 
him  in  the  highest  estimation  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
entirely  coincides  with  the  doctrines  and  platforms 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  the  exercise  of 
his  elective  franchise  he  supports  the  candidates 
of  that  organization.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Eli  Stockwell,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Lib- 
erty township,  was  born  May  20,  1856,  in  Ben- 
ton, Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  son  of  George  and 
Nancy  (Fisher)  Stockwell.  The  father  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1805,  and  the  mother  was  a 
native  of  Ohio.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
settled  near  Benton,  where  the  mother  died  in 
i860,  but  the  father  survived  until  1876,  passing 
away  in  Hancock  county.  For  his  second  wife 
he  chose  Rebecca  Harris.  The  children  of  the 
first  marriage  were  Nicholas,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship; Minerva,  wife  of  W.  G.  Conkey,  of  Lib- 
erty township;  Libby,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Mrs.  Margaret  M.  Farington,  of  Salem,  Oregon. 

The  school  privileges  which  our  subject  en- 
joyed were  limited;  but  through  his  own  efforts 
. he  has  become  a well-informed  man.  He  was 
reared  a farmer  lad,  and  remained  at  home  most  | 
of  the  time  until  his  marriage.  That  important 
event  in  his  life  was  celebrated  in  Findlay,  De-  1 
cember  30,  1876,  Miss  Mary  S.  Cookson  be- 
coming his  wife.  They  located  on  a farm  in 
Hancock  county,  residing  there  until  the  spring  : 
of  1881,  when  they  came  to  Wood  county,  set-  i 
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oil  wells  on  his  farm,  afterward  selling  the  wells 
and  also  the  sawmill.  In  1890  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  more  in  the  same  township,  where 
he  has  erected  a handsome  and  substantial  res- 
idence, and  he  has  a very  desirable  home.  Since 
1890  he  has  helped  to  drill  nine  wells  in  Liberty 
township,  and  seven  in  Portage  township,  and  in 
1895  and  1 S96  he  drilled  three  in  Middleton 
township. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stockwell  have  come  five 
children:  Albert  E. , born  November  8,  1877; 

Amandus,  born  October  6,  1S79;  Ross  B.,  born 
July  25,  1881;  Sarah  Ellen,  born  Apnl  6,  1S84; 
and  George  Edward,  born  April  24,  1S93.  The 
family  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  lo- 
cality, and  in  social  circles  they  occupy  an  envi- 
able position.  In  politics  Mr.  Stockwell  is  a 
Republican,  and  for  three  years  he  held  the  office 
of  school  director.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a 
most  active  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  of  Liberty  township,  and  has  acted  as 
class-leader  for  four  years  in  South  Liberty  and 
Mt.  Zion  Churches.  Mr.  Stockwell  united  with 
the  Church  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  has 
since  been  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  the 
Master.  However,  he  was  never  immersed, 
having  no  vices,  neither  using  alcohol  or  tobacco 
in  any  form.  His  entire  family  are  members  of 
the  U.  B.  Church.  He  is  a popular  citizen,  de- 
voted to  the  best  interests  of  the  community  in 
which  he  makes  his  home. 

William  Heckart,  a leading  lumber  dealer 
and  sawmill  operator  of  Bradner,  is  one  of  the 
representative  citizens.  The  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  his  life  has  been  one  of  steady  and 
close  attention  to  business,  while  he  has,  at  the 
same  time,  given  practical  support  to  helpful 
public  movements,  and  taken  an  intelligent  in- 
terest in  the  questions  of  the  day. 

He  was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 29,  1831,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Elah 
(Heller)  Heckart,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  descendants  of  German  ances- 
try. In  1862  they  moved  to  Jackson  township, 
Seneca  county,  where  his  father  bought  a farm 
of  210  acres — a fine  property.  Later  he  moved 
his  family  to  Scott  township,  Sandusky  county, 
and  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  sawmill  busi- 
ness near  Risingsun,  until  his  death,  being  for 
some  time  a partner  of  Joseph  Blackford  the 
well-known  lumberman.  His  wife  survives  him, 
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and,  although  she  owns  a good  home,  she  spends 
most  of  her  time  among  her  children. 

Mr.  Heckart  was  one  of  nine  children — six  j 
boys  and  three  girls — and  until  the  age  of  seven- 
teen spent  his  life  after  the  fashion  of  the  average 
farmer’s  boy.  German  was  the  language  spoken 
in  the  family,  and  when  he  was  eight  years  old  he 
knew  but  little  of  any  other,  and  while  attending 
school  then,  and  even  later,  he  was  often  referred 
to  as  “ Little  Dutchman  ” by  schoolmates  who  i 
were  more  familiar  with  English.  His  "first 
day  in  school  ” was  at  Leesville,  Crawford  coun- 
ty; the  district  schools  there,  and  at  the  new  ' 
home,  furnished  his  only  opportunity  for  an  edu- 
cation. For  about  four  years  he  worked  in  his 
father’s  sawmill,  learning  the  details  of  the  busi- 
ness in  which  he  has  since  been  so  successful, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1872  began  farming  on  his 
own  account  at  the  homestead — his  father  giving 
him  the  few  months’  time  remaining  before  his 
majority. 

In  December,  1874,  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  he  was  united  in  matrimony 
with  Miss  Anna  E.  Walters,  daughter  of  Emanuel 
and  Eliza  (Gould)  Walters,  and  took  his  bride  to 
the  old  home,  where  they  remained  until  1S81, 
when  he  moved  to  Montgomery  township.  Soon 
after  he  joined  his  father’s  old  partner,  Joseph 
Blackford,  in  the  sawmill  business,  which  he 
bought  out  three  years  afterward.  A few  years 
later  he  purchased  a large  tract  of  timber  land  in 
Section  36,  Freedom  township,  and  moved  his  . 
business  there  while  it  was  being  cleared.  He 
made  fine  improvements  upon  the  place  during 
his  stay,  and  still  owns  a forty-acre  farm  there. 

In  September,  1893,  he  removed  his  machinery  \ 
to  Bradner,  where  he  had  bought  a lot  and 
erected  commodious  buildings  for  carrying  on  his 
work  on  an  extensive  scale.  A planing  machine 
and  other  machinery  were  added  to  the  outfit, 
enabling  him  to  manufacture  all  kinds  of  lumber. 

H is  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  best  methods 
of  work,  together  with  his  general  business 
ability  and  invariable  fairness  in  dealing  with  the 
public,  have  brought  him  a large  and  profitable 
trade,  which  keeps  from  six  to  twelve  men 
men  employed  to  fill  orders. 

He  has  built  a beautiful  home  in  Bradner, 
probably  the  finest  in  the  place.  He  and  his 
wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  he  gives  liberally  to  that  and  other 
worthy  causes.  Of  their  three  children,  the 
eldest,  Nora  O.,  married  F.  A.  Bryan,  of  Brad- 
ner; and  Mollie  R.  and  Jessie  are  at  home. 
While  he  is  a stanch  Republican  and  a regular 
voter,  he  has  never  aspired  to  office,  his  business  1 


requiring  his  attention;  but  in  all  that  constitutes 
good  citizenship  he  has  not  at  any  time  been 
found  wanting. 

Thomas  A.  Rosendale,  an  enterprising  mer- 
chant, and  the  popular  postmaster  of  Ted,  in 
Bloom  township,  was  boin  in  Bloom  township. 
Wood  county,  January  9,  1867,  and  is  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  (Noecker)  Rosendale.  The 
father's  birth  occurred  in  Grafton,  Lorain  Co. . 
Ohio,  in  1S46,  and  though  very  young  he  enlisted 
in  the  Union  army  January  1,  1864,  joining  Com- 
pany E,  49th  O.  V.  1.  x\t  the  close  of  that  ter- 
rible struggle,  he  was  discharged  at  Camp  Chase, 
Ohio,  by  order  of  the  War  Department,  June  19, 
1865.  In  Richland  county,  Ohio,  in  1866.  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Xoecker,  who 
had  formerly  lived  in  this  county.  At  Eagleville. 
the  father  worked  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  February,  1867,  a short  time  after  the  birth  of 
our  subject,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
Bloom  Chapel  cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican.  His  widow  later  became  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Urie,  and  died  in  Bloom  township. 

Our  subject  was  their  only  child,  and  after 
the  death  of  the  father,  was  taken  to  the  home 
of  his  maternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Xoecker, 
who  lived  one  mile  east  of  Shenandoah,  in  Rich- 
land county.  There  he  remained  for  eleven 
years,  during  which  time  he  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  then  went  to  live  with  Isaac  G. 
X’oecker,  near  Ganges,  in  the  same  county.  He 
made  his  home  with  that  gentleman  until  he 
reached  his  majority,  but  in  the  meantime  they 
removed  to  Crawford  county,  Ohio.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  he  began  work  as  a farm  hand,  in 
which  he  continued  three  seasons,  when,  in  the 
fall  of  1890,  he  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  there  at- 
tending the  Tri-State  College.  During  the  fol- 
lowing January,  however,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Briggs  & Leibus,  of  that  city,  as  clerk,  gain- 
ing his  first  experience  in  his  present  line  of  bus- 
iness. At  the  end  of  a few  months  he  came  to 
Eagleville,  where  he  began  clerking  for  his  uncle, 
E.  J.  Rosendale,  and  January  1.  1S93,  bought 
out-  his  employer,  since  which  time  he  has  con- 
ducted his  business  very  successfully,  winning  a 
liberal  patronage  by  his  honorable  dealings  an  l 
the  courteous  treatment  of  his  customers.  In 
Perry  township,  Wood  county,  he  was  married 
October  6,  1892,  to  Miss  Adda  Bailey,  of  Eagle- 
ville, a daughter  of  William  Bailey.  They  take 
an  active  part  in  religious  work,  belonging  to  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Rosendale  m w 
holds  office.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  > d 
Pythias  Lodge  No.  278,  of  Bloomdale,  and  in 
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politics  is  a stalwart  Democrat.  In  1S93  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Ted,  and  is  acceptably 
filling  that  position. 

J.  H.  Burnett,  M.  D.,  a leading  ^physician 
of  Risingsun,  is  one  of  the  practical,  energetic 
sons  of  the  Buckeye  State,  who  have  made  their 
way  to  the  front  in  the  face  of  all  obstacles. 

He  is  descended  from  pioneer  stock,  Elisha 
Burnett,  his  grandfather,  having  located  with  his 
family  in  Jackson  township,  Wyandot  county, 
when  that  region  was  a wilderness,  through  which 
they  had  to  cut  out  their  road  before  them.  His 
second  son  and  child,  Samuel  Burnett,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and 
was  but  a boy  at  the  time  of  this  removal;  but 
the  hard  toil  of  his  early  days  did  not  deter  him 
from  taking  up  a farm  in  the  woods  for  himself 
in  early  manhood.  He  was  married,  in  Wyandot 
county,  to  Miss  Sarah  Tilbury,  a native  of  Ohio, 
and  daughter  of  David  Tilbury  j and  they  made 
their  home  in  a log  cabin  some  distance  from  a 
road,  along  which  but  few  travelers  passed.  Dur- 
ing their  first  years  there  he  could  not  make  a 
living,  and  worked  as  he  could  for  others  in  Ma- 
rion county,  adjoining,  taking  his  pay  often  in 
eatables,  which  he  would  carry  home  on  his  back. 
Potatoes  were  their  staple  article  of  food,  and  for 
days  they  would  subsist  almost  entirely  upon 
them;  their  corn  was  ground  in  a handmill.  He 
was  active,  strong  and  hardy,  and,  from  genuine 
public  spirit,  chopped  out  a great  deal  of  road- 
way in  his  vicinity.  His  later  years  have  been 
blessed  with  prosperity,  his  farm  now  comprising 
over  300  acres  of  good  land.  Our  subject's 
grandparents  made  their  home  with  him,  the 
grandfather  living  in  good  health  to  the  age  of 
ninety-nine  years,  and  dying  then  from  the  effects 
of  an  accident,  his  hip  being  broken  by  a fall 
upon  the  ice  as  he  was  walking  about  the  farm. 

In  1 S94  the  Doctor's  parents  moved  to  For- 
est, Ohio,  where  they  are  now  living  in  retire- 
ment, Mr.  Burnett  being  seventy-six  years  of 
age.  They  have  lived  to  enjoy  their  golden  wed- 
ding, and  to  see  their  seven  living  children  estab- 
lished in  life  near  them.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  them:  Emma  J.,  Mrs.  Joseph  Dve,  of 

Forest;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Alonzo  Yarit,  also  of  Forest; 
William,  a farmer  in  Hardin  county,  Ohio;  J. 
H.,  our  subject;  Benjamin,  a resident  of  Hardin 
county;  Samuel,  who  died  at  twenty-three;  Ella, 
Mrs.  Henry  Kothrock,  of  Ada,  Ohio;  Elisha,  who 
died  in  childhood:  and  Joseph,  who  lives  in  For- 
est. In  addition  to  this  large  family,  they  gave 
a home  to  eleven  others — the  children  of  two  de- 
ceased brothers,  and  three  grandchildren,  who  ! 


are  now  living  with  them.  Mrs.  Burnett  is  ex- 
ceedingly well-preserved,  and  does  her  own  house- 
work, as  she  has  always  done.  She  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Kind  and  charitable 
to  everyone,  this  worthy  couple  have  won  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them,  and 
Mr.  Burnett  has  been  a prime  mover  in  many 
helpful  enterprises.  In  early  years  he.  was  a 
Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  and  his  interest 
in  party  success  has  always  been  keen.  He 
served  creditably  as  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
some  years. 

Dr.  Burnett  was  born  near  Forest,  February 
3,  1856,  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
locality  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  when  he 
entered  the  High  School  at  Forest.  In  his  six- 
teenth year  he  entered  the  North  Western  Ohio 
Normal  School  at  Ada,  and  at  seventeen  years 
was  competent  to  teach.  His  first  school  was 
one  where  two  others  had  failed,  and  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  try  it.  His  success  was  com- 
plete and  established  his  reputation  as  a teacher, 
which  was  sustained  by  eight  terms  of  good  work 
in  Hancock  and  Hardin  counties.  From  his 
youth  he  had  entertained  the  idea  of  studying 
medicine,  and  he  began  his  course  in  Forest  with 
Dr.  Lillibridge  and  Dr.  Gammel.  In  February. 
1S79,  he  became  a student  in  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical College  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  June,  1881,  standing  third  in  a class  of 
twenty-six.  His  expenses  were  borne  by  him- 
self, his  savings  covered  them  in  part,  and  for 
the  rest  he  accepted  assistance  from  his  father  on 
condition  that  the  money  should  be  returned  with 
interest,  as  he  was  too  proud  to  rest  under  any 
obligation.  In  August,  1881,  he  began  his  pro- 
fessional work  in  Risingsun,  where  he  was  then 
an  entire  stranger,  and  he  lias  established  a lu- 
crative and  constantly  increasing  practice. 

On  April  22,  1877,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Amanda  Park,  the  daughter  of  George 
Park,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Hancock  county. 
She  died  May  5,  1891,  and  her  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Hardin  county,  Ohio.  Of  her  two 
children  one  son,  Ernest,  born  December  9. 
1884,  survives  her.  A daughter,  I la,  died  in  in- 
fancy. On  May  12,  1892,  the  Doctor  married 
his  present  wife,  Miss  Lizzie  Bowe,  the  daughter 
of  George  Bowe,  a leading  citizen  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Sandusky  county. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Burnett’s  extensive  prac- 
tice he  has  valuable  oil  interests,  being  a member 
of  the  prosperous  firm  of  Day,  Wiuchell  N Bur- 
nett, and  he  has  already  acquired  a handsome 
competence.  A stanch  Republican,  he  has  been 
active  in  local  politics,  serving  on  the  school 
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board,  and  for  eight  consecutive  years  on  the  vil- 
lage council.  He  belongs  to  the  order  of  Mac- 
cabees and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

John  G.  GrOh.  The  rich  lands  of  Wood 
county  have  been  transformed  into  fine  farms 
which  would  do  credit  to  any  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  a valuable  tract  of  land  in  Libert)- town- 
ship is  owned  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  sketch.  The  excellent  improve- 
ments upon  his  place  are  all  the  work  of  his  own 
hands,  and  he  is  justly  ranked  among  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Groh  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio, 
September  3,  1865,  and  is  a son  of  John  Groh, 
a native  of  Germany,  who  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  the  Fatherland,  and  there  married  Miss 
Christina  Plapp.  When  a young  man  he  learned 
the  weaver’s  trade,  but  did  not  follow  it,  devoting 
his  energies  to  the  milling  business.  He  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  German  army.  In  1850  he 
came  with  his  wife  to  America,  landing  at  New 
Orleans,  whence  he  made  his  way  to  Cleveland, 
and  thence  to  Medina  county.  After  a few  years 
Mr.  Groh  moved  to  Lorain  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased and  farmed  thirty  acres  of  land.  Later 
he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  bought  1 10  acres 
in  Liberty  township — the  farm  on  which  our  sub- 
ject now  resides.  The  father  died  in  1867;  the 
mother  is  still  living  on  the  homestead.  An  earn- 
est, energetic  man,  it  was  his  endeavor  to  secure 
a comfortable  home  for  his  family.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat.  The  record  of  the  family, 
numbering  twelve  children,  is  as  follows:  One 

died  in  Germany;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Hemminger,  of  Midland  county,  Mich. : John  G. 
is  the  next  younger;  Louisa’married  Nelson  Auler, 
and  died  in  Wood  county;  Carrie  is  at  home; 
Catherine  is  the  wife  of  William  Spieth,  of  Lib- 
erty township;  Ellen  is  deceased;  Anna,  twin 
sister  of  Ellen,  is  the  wife  of  Alpheus  Kiser,  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio:  Liddy  is  the  wife  of  John  Mc- 
Crory,  of  Liberty  township;  the  others  died  in 
early  life. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  Medina  and 
Lorain  counties,  and  completed  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Liberty  township.  His 
privileges  and  opportunities,  however,  in  youth, 
were  limited,  for  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  he 
was  left  fatherless,  and  being  the  only  son,  the 
greater  part  of  the  farm  work  devolved  upon  him. 
He  not  only  cared  for  the  home  farm,  but  added 
to  the  family  income  by  working  in  the  woods, 
and  by  hauling  lumber  to  Findlay,  and  staves  to 
Perrysburg.  In  accordance  with  his  father’s  will, 
he  received  half  of  the  home  farm,  and  has  al- 


ways lived  thereon.  On  January  27,  1S96,  Mr, 
Groh  became  sole  owner  of  the  old  homestead, 
buying  out  the  heirs;  the  farm  comprised  ninety 
acres. 

Mr.  Groh  was  married  in  Liberty  township, 
September  14,  1879,  to  Miss  Amy  C.  Knight,  who 
was  born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  January  31,  1862. 
They  began  their  domestic  life  in  an  old  log  cabin 
on  the  home  farm.  Their  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  one  daughter,  Millie  Alma,  born  Au- 
gust 24,  iSSo.  Mr.  Groh  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements on  his  land,  and  in  September,  1888, 
he  erected  a fine  residence.  He  also  has  upon 
his  place  five  oil  wells.  Though  he  has  led  an  active 
and  useful  life,  Mr.  Groh  has  found  time  to  devote 
to  Church  interests.  He  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Church  of  Christ,  in  which  he  has  held  office 
since  its  organization,  having  been  deacon,  treas- 
urer and  trustee,  and  secretary- and  superintend- 
ent for  a number  of  years.  In  politics  he  was 
formerly  a Democrat,  but  is  now  a Prohibitionist. 

J.  W.  Brandeberrv,  an  extensive  stock 
raiser  and  farmer  of  Perry  township,  was  born  in 
Section  23,  in  that  township,  September  29, 
1855,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  Brandeberry,  who  is 
a native  of  Richland  (now  Ashland)  county, where 
he  was  born  near  the  village  of  Orange,  Septem- 
ber 2,  1S20.  His  parents  were  Philip  and  Cath- 
arine (Zimmerman)  Brandeberry. 

Isaac  was  yet  in  his  “ ’teens"  when  his  parents 
settled  in  Perry  township,  and  he  had  but  a lim- 
ited education,  attending  school  only  three 
months.  He,  however,  supplemented  what  little 
knowledge  he  obtained  at  school,  by  studying  at 
home,  which  he  did  in  the  evenings  by  the  light 
of  the  fire  from  the  large  fireplaces,  in  which 
was  burned  hickory  bark.  He  was  especially 
good  in  mathematics,  which  branch  of  study  he 
taught  his  children.  He  was  also  a good  speller 
and  a good  penman.  He  often  attended  spelling 
contests  in  other  districts,  and  very  seldom  was 
his  superior  found.  On  July  4,  1844,  he  was 
married,  in  Perry  township,  to  Miss  Nancy  Fish, 
who  was  born  near  Georgetown,  Columbiana 
county,  April  24,  1826.  She  was  a daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Kouser)  Fish,  who  came  to 
Perry  and  settled  in  Section  14.  Her  father  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brandeberry  went  to  housekeeping  011 
the  home  place,  where  our  subject  now  lives,  and 
where  they  resided  until  early  in  the  “seventies, 
wh  n he  m >v<  1 onto  the  McCutchenville  pike, 

; and  built  a brick  h<  use  there.  H 1 Non 
her  18,  1 886,  and  his  wife  January  26,  1S87 
Both  are  buried  in  Fostoria.  Their  children  are 
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as  follows:  Sarah  A.,  born  April  25,  1846,  now 

the  widow  of  Orrin  Stearns,  of  Perry  township 
[see  sketch  elsewhere];  Jane,  born  August  25, 
1848,  married  William  Werner,  of  Perry  town- 
ship; James,  born  December  18,  1850,  lives  in- 
Pemberville,  Ohio;  Minerva,  born  February  11, 
1853,  is  the  wife  of  George  Bucher,  of  Hicksville, 
Ohio;  J.  W.  is  our  subject ; Charles  W. , of  whom  a 
sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Frank  E. , born  Jan- 
uary 6,  1864,  is  a farmer  of  Perry  township;  Lou- 
ella,  born  June  14,  1871,  is  now  Mrs.  Homer 
Cochard,  of  Perr\  township. 

Philip  Brandeberry  gave  to  each  of  his  sons 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land.  Isaac's  part  was  in 
Section  23,  which  he  at  once  started  to  clear  and 
improve,  and  built  on  it  a cabin.  He  added  to  j 
his  land  until  he  at  one  time  had  over  1,000 
acres.  He  gave  to  each  of  his  boys  120  acres,  j 
and  $2,000  to  each  of  his  daughters  upon  their 
marriage.  Of  these  1,000  acres  not  more  than 
eighty  acres  have  passed  out  ot  the  family,  as  he  1 
either  gave  or  sold  to  his  children.  He  worked 
at  various  trades,  being  at  different  times  a stone 
mason,  thresher,  well-digger,  etc.,  the  latter  be- 
ing the  first  trade  he  followed.  Later  he  took 
up  that  of  a stone  mason,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tions for  many  of  the  older  business  blocks  in 
Fostoria,  among  them  being  the  Foster  Block. 
He  was  a very  conscientious  and  systematic  man, 
a hard  worker,  and  carried  on  farming  in  connec- 
tion with  his  other  work.  His  wife  was  a great 
help  to  him,  as  she  was  economical,  and  a good 
manager.  He  was  of  domestic  habits,  and  was 
only  absent  from  home  when  his  business  de- 
manded his  presence  elsewhere.  He  was  well 
known  as  a good  citizen,  mechanic,  and  farmer. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  attended  school  in 
District  No.  r,  Perry  township,  and  received  a 
good  education  for  those  days.  Reared  as  a 
farmer's  boy,  he  spent  his  youth,  except  a few 
months  at  different  times,  on  the  home  place. 
He  was  married  in  Seneca  township,  Seneca 
county,  November  9,  1882,  to  Miss  Flora  Adel- 
sperger,  who  was  born  in  that  township  July  29, 
1861.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  A. 
(Albert)  Adelsperger,  the  former  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Maryland.  They 
were  married  in  Seneca  county,  and  had  thirteen 
children,  all  of  whom,  except  one,  Anna  N., 
grew  to  maturity  and  married.  The  father  was 
a farmer,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
f he  mother  still  lives,  at  the  good  old  age  of 
sixty-eight  years. 

In  1S80,  our  subject  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  and  which  he  owns.  He 
bought  it  on  time,  and  from  its  proceeds  paid  ail 


expenses,  and  in  1S8C  paid  off  ail  the  indebted- 
ness. He  has  other  land  in  Perry  township, 
amounting  in  all  to  2 1 5 acres.  The  record  of  his 
children  is  as  follows:  Pearl  A.,  born  July  6, 
1884;  Ada,  born  July  25,  18S6;  and  Fred  \Y., 
born  November  25,  1894.  Politically,  Mr.  Bran- 
deberry is  a Republican,  and  has  served  as  trus- 
tee and  supervisor  of  Perry  township,  and  for 
five  years  was  on  the  board  of  education,  and 
favors  good  schools,  regardless  of  expense.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  is  at  present  one  of  the 
trustees,  at  P'ostoria.  He  is  an  extensive  dealer 
in  stock,  of  which  he  is  a good  judge,  is  a* shrewd 
dealer,  and  one  of  the  pushing  business  men  of 
the  township.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  farmers 
of  Perry  township,  up  to  date  in  every  branch  of 
the  work,  and  is  well  known  throughout  the 
county,  as  his  extensive  dealings  have  given  him 
a wide  acquaintance. 

Matthew  Gillespie,  a well-known  retired 
agriculturist,  residing  in  Weston,  Wood  county, 
was  born  in  Scotland  on  the  river  Clyde,  July  24, 
1S10.  His  parents,  Benjamin  and  Rebecca  (Eng- 
lish) Gillespie,  were  born  in  Ireland,  but  moved 
after  their  marriage  to  our  subject’s  birthplace, 
where  his  father  worked  in  a copper  mine  until 
he  was  killed  by  the  caving  in  of  the  mine.  The 
four  children  of  this  union  were  Ellen,  who  mar- 
ried and  remained  in  Scotland;  William  John, 
who  came  to  America  in  1848,  and  died  at  Sid- 
ney, Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four;  Matthew, 
our  subject;  and  Benjamin,  who  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  came  to  America  in  1S36,  spend- 
ing forty  days  on  the  water.  For  three  years 
he  stayed  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. , and  then  settled, 
as  a pioneer,  on  land  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  where  he 
lived  twenty  years  following  farming,  tanning, 
j and  shoemaking  for  a livelihood.  During  this 
time  he  brought  his  mother  to  his  home,  where 
| she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  In  1S52  he 
i was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Jordan,  who  was  born 
in  1S25,  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  where 
her  ancestors  on  both  sides  had  been  residents 
for  generations.  Her  parents,  Andrew  and  Cath- 
erine Jordan,  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  she  was 
twelve  years  old,  and,  after  a short  stay  in  Lower 
Canada,  came  to  Logan  county,  Ohio,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  years.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Gillespie 
| was  one  of  eight  children:  Charles,  who  died  in 
| Logan  county,  at  seventy;  John,  who  died  in 
1 childhood;  Robert,  who  died  in  California;  W ill- 
, iam  H , who  died  at  the  old  home  in  Log  in 
1 county;  Jane  (Mrs.  Gillespie);  Mary  (now  Mrs. 
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Ernberg),  of  Beliefontaine,  Ohio;  Rebecca  (now 
Mrs.  Collins),  of  the  same  town;  and  Joseph, 
who  resides  in  Toledo. 

Seven  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Gillespie 
brought  his  family  to  Weston,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  of  boot  and  shoe  making  until  modern 
factories  drove  him  out  of  business.  He  then  be- 
came a farmer,  and,  although  the  active  work  has 
been  for  some  years  delegated  to  younger  hands, 
he  still  retains  his  farm  of  forty  acres.  He  also 
owns  some  property  on  the  main  street  of  Wes- 
ton. A brief  record  of  his  eight  children  is  as 
follows:  Mary  E.  married  j.  Brown,  of  Illinois, 

and  has  five  children — William,  Edward,  James, 
Paul  and  John;  Sarah  is  deceased;  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  James  Church,  of  Toledo,  and  has  three 
children — Herbert,  Orville  and  Raymond;  Fran- 
cis lives  in  Tontogany,  and  is  married;  Charles 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  James  died  when 
eighteen  months  old ; and  two  (twins)  died  in  child- 
hood. Matthew  Gillespie  and  his  wife  have  been 
spared  to  a ripe  old  age.  Both  belong  to  an  hon- 
est, frugal,  hardy  race  of  people.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr.  Gilles- 
pie is  a . close  student  of  the  Bible.  Although 
bowed  down  with  age,  there  is  within  him  such 
spiritual  force  and  vitality,  that  to  see  him  in 
some  moment  of  moral  enthusiasm,  and  listen  to 
the  poetic  grandeur  of  his  speech,  is  to  real- 
ize ones  ideal  of  the  prophets  and  patriarchs  of 
olden  time. 

George  Boetsch,  a prominent  business  man 
of  Perrysburg,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
October  io,  1844.  His  parents,  George  and 
Johanna  (Meyer)  Boetsch,  were  both  natives  of 
Baden,  where  the  father  died,  and  the  mother,  a 
lady  of  great  force  of  character,  came  to  America 
with  her  five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  eldest;  Agnes  entered  a convent  in  New  York 
State,  where  she  is  now  a teacher,  known  as  Sis- 
ter Agnes;  Caroline  is  housekeeper  for  Father 
Bowers,  of  Fremont,  Ohio;  Theresa  is  a Sister  of 
Charity  in  Glandorf,  Putnam  county;  Mary  en- 
tered a convent  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , and  died 
there. 

For  five  years  after  her  arrival  Mrs.  Boetsch 
lived  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  with  her  little  family,  and 
then  came  to  Perrysburg,  where  our  subject  soon 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  his  mother  keep- 
ing house  for  him.  She  died  in  1888  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight.  In  1864  Mr.  Boetsch  married 
Miss  Catherine  Nellis,  who  was  born  in  Maumee, 
October  13,  [844.  Four  sons  were  born -of  this 
union:  George  H.,  born  June  8,  1865,  who 

married  Miss  Mary  Hirtzfelt,  and  has  one  child — 


Catherine;  Seraphina,  born  in  1867;  Frederick, 
born  in  1869;  and  Charles,  in  1872.  Mr 
Boetsch  continued  in  the  grocery  business  until 
1878,  when  he  bought  a farm  which  he  cultivated 
five  years.  In  1883  he  bought  the  Perrysburg 
and  Fort  Meigs  Mill,  which  he  still  owns  and 
operates;  five  years  later  he  opened  a meat 
market,  which  he  also  conducts.  He  is  a man  .( 
fine  qualities  of  character  and  handsome  physique, 
possesses  much  culture  and  information,  and  en- 
joys in  a marked  degree  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity. In  1893  he  was  elected  justice  of  tin- 
peace,  and  still  hojds  that  office.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in -politics,  and  in  religious  faith  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

S.  L.  Sargent,  one  of  the  highly  respected 
residents  of  Jerry  City,  is  a native  of  southern 
Ohio,  born  August  9,  1824,  son  of  John  and 
Agnes  (Linn)  Sargent,  a brief  sketch  of  whom 
appears  in  that  of  \V.  A.  Sargent. 

During  his  youth  our  subject  attended  tin- 
district  schools  of  his  day,  to  some  extent;  but 
his  father  owned  a large  tract  of  land,  560  acres, 
and  there  was  plenty  for  the  boy  to  do  at  home, 
so  he  assisted  his  father  up  to  the  time  of  his 
marriage.  He  then  settled  upon  part  of  the 
home  farm  in  Liberty  township,  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account  for 
twenty  years,  since  which  time  he  has  devoted 
himself  to  other  pursuits.  On  leaving  the  farm 
he  removed  to  North  Baltimore,  conducting  the 
“ Baltimore  House  ” there  until  1883,  when  lie 
settled  in  Jerry  City,  and  has  made  his  home 
here  ever  since.  He  at  first  engaged  in  teaming 
here,  later  embarking  in  the  livery  business,  and 
for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  carried  the  man 
from  Tromley  Station  to  Jerry  City.  In  Ins 
younger  days  he  was  an  active  citizen,  taking 
lively  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  he  held  sev- 
eral local  offices  of  trust,  serving  as  trustee  m 
Liberty  township  for  years,  and  also  as  clerk 
He  was  the  first  Republican  coroner  of  V i,‘"! 
county,  after  which  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  s.t\ 
that  he  is  a stanch  supporter  of  that  party,  thorn' > 
prior  to  its  formation  he  was  a Democrat. 

Mr.  Sargent  was  first  united  in  marriage  w.;u 
Miss  Hannah  Jones,  by  whom  he  hadchildivi 
follows:  Josephine  (now  Mrs.  John  Anderson 

of  Liberty;  Agnes  (now  Mrs.  Lewis  Myers  . 
Bloom  township;  John  L. , who  died  at  the  age 
nine  years;  Horace  G. , who  died  when  sevenui 
! years  old;  Eurina,  who  died  in  infancy;  Hat: 
who  became  the  wife  of  Jack  Ireland,  and 
in  Bowling  Green;  and  Asher,  of  Portage. 
Hannah  Sargent  died  in  Liberty  township.  • 
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was  buried  in  Sargent  cemetery,  and  subse- 
quently Mr.  Sargent  married  Mrs.  Barbara  J. 
'Myers)  Clark,  and  four  children  have  come  to 
this  union:  Maggie,  Clara  and  Daisy,  living, 

and  John,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Sargent 
was  brought  up  in  the  Methodist  faith,  and  Mrs. 
Sargent  is  a member  of  that  Church.  They  are 
both  highly  respected  in  the  community  in  which 
they  make  their  home. 


Frank  H. 
town,  is  one 
that 

February 
and  Catherine 
of  whom  was 


village. 


Crawford,  postmaster  at  Bairds- 
of  the  representative  citizens  of 
Born  in  Williamsport,  Penn., 
1868,  he  is  the  son  of  F.  W. 
M.  (Martin)  Crawford,  the  latter 
a native  of  Reading,  Penn.  In 
the  family  were  five  children:  George  B. , of 

Bairdstown;  Robert  L. , a railroad  man  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  ; Grant  G.,  of  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio;  Frank  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Florence,  who  lives  with  her  mother  in  North 
Baltimore.  By  trade  the  fattier  was  a painter 
and  paper  hanger.  During  the  Rebellion  he 
served  as  a member  of  Company  Iv,  45th  Penn. 
V.  I.  In  the  fall  of  1871,  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Republic,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade  until  May,  1 S 7 7,  when  he  came  to 
Bairdstown;  and,  with  the  few  hundred  dollars 
he  had  accumulated  by  industry  and  good  man- 
agement, he  erected  a building  for  hotel  purposes, 
known  as  the  “Crawford  House.”  In  its  con- 
struction he  exhausted  his  means,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  mortgage  it,  which  soon  would  have 
been  paid  off  had  it  not  been  for  his  untimely 
death  July  9,  1878.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  Bloom  Chapel  cemetery.  Afterward  the  build- 
ing was  sold,  from  which  the  widow  could  obtain 
nothing,  and  she  then  conducted  the  old  “ Baird 
House  ” for  six  years.  She  is  now 
boarding  house  in  North  Baltimore. 

Frank  H.  Crawford  was  but  a small  child 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Republic,  at  which 
place  his  elementary  education  was  received,  and 
he  was  only  nine  years  old  on  his  arrival  in 
Bairdstown,  where  he  continued  his  studies  in 
the  district  schools.  As  a boy  he  could  be  found 
around  the  village,  doing  chores  and  odd  jobs  for 
the  merchants  and  business  men,  always  prompt 
and  reliable.  In  1880  he  entered  the  store  of 
Austin  Van  Blarcurn,  as  clerk,  and  when  sixteen 
nionths  later  that  gentleman  removed  to  Jerry 
bity,  Wood  county,  he  accompanied  him;  but,  as 
‘ns  mother  wanted  him  nearer  home,  he  return.  1 
Bairdstown.  He  has  since  been  with  the  firm 
('f  Briggs  & Jones,  except  when  in  1892-93,  he 
'■'•as  in  the  employ  of  Benschoter’s  Insurance 


Agency,  Bowling  Green.  On  August  1,  1886, 
in  that  city,  he  married  Miss  Effie  Kistler,  of 
Bairdstown  a daughter  of  Levi  Kistler,  the  well- 
known  contractor  and  builder,  and  they  are  now 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Eva,  Georgia, 

Francis-H.,  Ruth  and  Pauline. 

Mr.  Crawford  generally  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket  in  municipal  and  county  matters,  but  is  not 
strictly  partisan.  In  1S92,  when  only  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  he  was  elected  mayor  of 
Bairdstown;  has  been  a member  of  the  city 
council,  and  on  December  31,  1893,  was  aP- 
pointed  postmaster,  in  which  position  he  is  now 
capably  serving.  In  1891  he  was  elected  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  was  a strong  advo- 
cate of  a special  district  for  the  village,  which 
movement  he  championed  against  most  bitter 
opposition  from  leading  and  much  older  men  of 
the  township.  His  cause  was  successful,  and 
the  wisdom  of  it  has  been  fully  demonstrated  in 
later  years.  In  1893  he  joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Lodge,  No.  406,  Bloomdale;  in  religious  faith  he 
is  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Bairdstown,  serving  as  trustee  since 
its  organization  in  1890,  was  a member  of  the 
building  committee,  and  has  always  been  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  Mr.  Crawford 
stands  high  among  the  better  class  of  people, 
and  is  a young  man  of  strict  integrity  and  up- 
riget  character. 

Orrin  Graham,  one  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship’s most  prosperous  young  farmers,  was  there 
born  in  Section  32,  October  14,  1S67.  FI  is  ed- 
ucation was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  southern  part  of  his  native  township,  and  in 
the  northern  part  of  Perry  township.  When 
quite  young  he  became  familiar  with  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  as  his  father  ranked  among  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  the  community,  his 
instruction  was  invaluable  to  our  subject.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  and  then  began  working  for 
others. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  Mr.  Graham 
married  Miss  Alpha  Baird,  of  Perry  township,  a 
daughter  of  David  Baird,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  a daughter — Edna.  The  young  couple  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  a farm  in  Section 
32,  Montgomery  township,  from  which  they  later 
removed  to  Section  5,  Perry  township;  but  in 
1893  came  to  their  present  home  in  Section  ti, 
Montgomery  township.  Mr.  Graham  owns  120 
acres  of  excellent  farming  land  in  Perry  town- 
ship, which  accumulation  for  one  of  his  age  is 
quite  out  of  the  ordinary.  He  is  industrious  and 
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enterprising,  in  fact  few  men  of  his  years  have 
performed  the  labor  he  has  done,  and  still 
does.  Health  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  him 
to  rank  in  a short  time  among  the  leading  and 
extensive  farmers  of  his  township.  He  is  straight- 
forward and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  gaining 
the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact.  He  takes  considerable  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  always  giving  his  earnest  support  to 
the  Democratic  party. 

W.  L.  Ketcham,  the  present  treasurer  of 
Perry  township,  and  one  of  its  most  prosperous 
and  substantial  farmers,  is  a representative  of  the 
third  generation  of  that  name  in  the  township, 
his  grandfather,  William  B.  Ketcham,  being  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  there.  The  family  is  of 
English  descent,  and  tradition  tells  of  three  broth- 
ers who  came  to  America  in  the  Colonial  days, 
one  of  whom  settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  for 
generations  his  descendants  lived,  and  from 
which  branch  the  Ketchams  of  Wood  county 
trace  their  genealogy. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  6,  1867,  and  is 
a son  of  George  L.  Ketcham,  who  was  the  son 
of  William  B.,  son  of  John,  whose  father's  name 
was  James.  The  latter,  who  was  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  W.  I-.,  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
March  26,  1753,  and  was  married  in  1779  to  Miss 
Rhoda  Osborn,  who  was  born  October  12,  1758. 
The  children  of  this  couple  were  Joshua,  Lewis, 
Hannah,  John,  Phoebe,  James,  Nathaniel,  Char- 
lotte, Samuel,  Nathaniel  (2),  Job  and  Abigail. 
The  father  died  March  18,  1820,  and  the  mother 
May  9,  1847. 

John  Ketcham,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  New  Jersey,  April  3,  1786,  and 
was  married  February  15,  1812,  to  Miss  Johanna 
Burnett,  who  was  born  in  that  State,  April  15, 
1792.  The  parents  were  William  and  Anna 
(Dodd)  Burnett,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
April  2,  1758,  and  the  latter  August  21,  1765. 
The  father  died  February  4,  1807,  and  the 
mother  June  28,  1818.  Their  children  were 

named  Caleb  S.,  Mary,  Johanna,  Elizabeth  G., 
Justus  A.,  Sally  and  John  F.  The  children  of 
John  and  Johanna  Ketcham  were  nine  in  num- 
ber, William  K.,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  be- 
ing the  first  in  order  of  birth.  John  Ketcham 
died  November  17,  1858,  his  wife  surviving  him 
until  April,  1 S 9 3 , when  she  departed  this  life  at 
the  advanced  age  of  101  years. 

William  B.  Ketcham  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
December  3,  1812,  where  he  was  married  to 
Nancy  Osborn.  In  [841,  with  his  wife  and  only 
child,  George  L. , he  came  to  Wood  county,  set- 


! tling  on  a piece  of  partially-improved  land  near 
West  Millgrove.  Before  coming  to  Ohio  he  had 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  wagon - 
| maker,  but  he  followed  it  very  little  after  taking 
i up  farming.  The  land  mentioned  was  in  Section 
9,  Perry  township,  and  comprised  the  farm  now 
j owned  by  our  subject.  William  B.  was  one  of 
1 the  early  pioneer  in  that  locality,  and  by  industry 
and  careful  management  he  became  one  of  the 
wealthy  farmers  of  the  township.  He  was  a self- 
made  man,  of  excellent  judgment,  a shrewd 
financier,  and  at  his  death  left  an  estate  valued 
at  several  thousand  dollars. 

George  L.  Ketcham,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  May  I,  1 S 3 8 , was  reared  on  his 
! father’s  farm,  and  had  a common-school  educa- 
tion. On  July  3,  [861,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Rosalie  Leonard,  who  was  born  November  13, 
1838,  in  Windsor,  Richland  Co.,  Ohio,  daughter 
of  Seneca  and  Sarah  A.  (Foote)  Leonard,  the 
former  a native  of  Massachusetts,  the  latter  of 
; New  York,  who  came  to  West  Millgrove  in  1859, 
and  are  still  living  there,  highly  respected  citi- 
zens. Four  children  were  born  to  George  L. 
Ketcham  and  his  wife:  The  first  born,  a son, 

died  in  infancy;  William  L. , our  subject,  comes 
next;  Gertrude,  born  May  1,  1S74,  and  Richard 
B.,born  August  9,  1876,  are  living  with  their 
| parents.  Mr.  Ketcham  previous  to  1883  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  West  Mill- 
I grove  and  also  operated  a sawmill.  In  the  year 
i mentioned  he  became  a traveling  salesman  for  a 
; Toledo  wholesale  house,  which  occupation  he 
| still  follows,  making  his  home  in  West  Millgrove. 
j He  is  a stanch  Republican,  a Mason,  and  Doth 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrcga- 
I tional  Church.  He  is  a wide-awake,  jovial  man. 
j well  known  throughout  the  township,  and  one  of 
} its  most  prominent  citizens. 

W.  L.  Ketcham,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  early  schooling  at  West  Millgrove, 
and  when  nineteen  years  old  taught  school  one 
term  at  Center,  Perry  township.  When  he  was 
twenty-one  he  took  a business  course  at  the  Fos- 
toria  Academy.  When  a boy  he  spent  most  of 
his  time  with  his  grandfather  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides,  a short  distance  from 
West  Millgrove,  where  his  parents  live.  Here 
he  gained  his  knowledge  of  farming,  and  after  his 
| marriage  began  housekeeping  on  the  farm,  which 
j is  now  owned  by  him,  his  brother  Richard  !’>■• 

1 and  his  sister  Gertrude.  His  marriage  took  place 
1 in  West  Branch,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  August  i<>. 
1894,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Alice  Dube!!, 
who  was  born  May  2,  1 808,  in  Johnson  county. 
Iowa,  and  is  a daughter  of  A.  R.  and  Olive 
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(Baldwin)  Dubell.  One  child  has  come  to  them, 
Lois  C. , who  was  born  September  4,  1895. 

Mr.  Ketcham  is  a stanch  Republican;  in  the 
spring  of  1894  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Perry 
township,  and  was  re-elected  in  1895,  being  the 
youngest  incumbent  ever  to  hold  that  office-. 
That  he  has  performed  his  duties  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  public  is  shown  by  his  retention  in 
the  office.  He  looks  after  more  land  than  any 
other  farmer  of  his  age  in  the  township,  and 
means  to  understand  thoroughly  the  art  of  agri- 
culture. He  exhibits  excellent  judgment  and 
business  ability,  and  is  among  the  leading  farm- 
ers of  his  community.  He  possesses  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  people,  and  has  a wide 
circle  of  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ketcham  are 
members  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  at 
West  Millgrove,  and  are  ever  ready  to  assist  in 
all  worthy  enterprises. 

James  D.  Ralston,  one  of  the  oldest  of  the 
surviving  pioneers  of  Wood  county,  was  born  in 
Armstrong  county,  Penn.,  June  4,  1822. 

His  father,  Joseph  Ralston,  was  born  in  Ire- 
land in  1799,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
this  country  in  1S01.  They  settled  in  Armstrong 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and, 
in  1820,  was  married  to  his  first  wife,  Miss  Jane 
McCormick,  a native  of  the  same  county,  born  in 
1801.  He  was  a carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade; 
but  in  1834  he  moved  to  Wood  county,  and  took 
up  180  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  cleared  and 
cultivated.  He  became  a leader  in  his  locality, 
and  was  a justice  of  the  peace,  trustee,  and  school 
director  for  many  years.  By  his  first  marriage 
he  had  ten  children:  James  I).,  the  subject  of 

this  sketch;  Rebecca;  John  and  Ann,  twins;  Mary,  j 
Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Alfred  and  Alicia.  Our 
subject’s  mother  died  in  1852,  and  his  father 
married  again.  The  second  wife  also  died,  but  | 
left  no  children.  Mr.  Ralston  married  for  his 
third  wife,  Mrs.  Stacy.  Fie  died  in  1887,  fol- 
lowed a few  years  later  by  his  widow. 

James  D.  Ralston  was  twelve  years  old  when  ■ 
he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  his  education  was  j 
mainly  obtained  in  the  log  school  houses'  of  Cen-  1 
ter  township.  He  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  can  recall  the  time 
when  that  locality  was  literally  a howling  wilder- 
ness. He  was  a noted  hunter  in  his  youth,  and 
^pent  days  and  nights  in  the  forest  hunting  wolves, 
'leer,  bears,  and  other  wild  animals.  After  he 
reached  his  majority  he  took  up  one  hundred 
ucres  of  land  in  Plain  township,  near  what  is  now 
known  as  Um’on  Hill,  and  after  making  improve- 
ments, he  sold  it  and  bought  fifty  acres  in  the  | 


I same  vicinity,  which  he  also  improved  and  sold. 
He  then  moved  to  Center  township,  renting  for  a 
time,  and  then  he  bought  his  present  property  in 
Center  township,  near  Bowling  Green. 

In  1843,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Mc- 
Ginnis, who  was  born  in  1826,  the  daughter  of 
David  McGinnis,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Plain  township.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them:  Dalian,  1845,  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 

war,  and  died  in  hospital  from  wounds  received 
in  battle;  Harriet,  1848,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four;  Elizabeth  J.,  1850,  married  Samuel  Brad- 
brook,  of  Perrysburg;  John,  1859,  an  able  and 
energetic  young  farmer,  married  Sarah  Perrin,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  William  Perrin,  a leading 
farmer  of  Center  township,  and  is  now  managing 
the  homestead;  Viola,  1864,  resides  with  her 
parents. 

For  more  than  half  a century  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralston  have  shared  their  joys  and  sorrows,  and 
they  are  now  passing  their  declining  years  at  their 
old  home,  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  past  labors. 
Mr.  Ralston  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  of  the 
community,  and  his  influence  has  been  widely 
recognized.  He  has  at  times  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  especially  in  educational 
movements,  and  has  been  school  director  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  and  his  family  are  prominent 
members  of  the  U.  B.  Church.  In  politics  he  is 
a Democrat. 

August  Flechtner,  one  of  the  extensive 
farmers  of  Perry  township,  is  a good  example  of 
what  industry,  thrift  and  ambition  can  accomplish. 
Coming  to  this  country,  an  unsophisticated  Ger- 
man lad  of  nineteen,  with  no  money,  and  only 
his  strong,  willing  hands  as  a means  of  support, 
he  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a large  tract  of  valuable 
land,  and  a man  of  wealth  and  influence. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  Au- 
gust 11,  1853,  and  he  is  the  eldest  of  five  children 
of  John  P.  and  Johanna  (Knopf)  Flechtner.  His 
father  was  a butcher  by  trade,  and  also  a cattle 
buyer  and  a brewer,  was  well-to-do  and  was  pros- 
pering in  his  business  during  August’s  boyhood. 
The  latter  obtained  a good  education,  and  was  in 
his  youth  quite  well  read  in  the  French  language, 
of  which  he  made  a special  study.  An  unexpected 
reverse  in  his  father’s  fortunes  resulted  in  his 
financial  ruin,  and  brought  all  the  young  man  s 
plans  for  the  future  to  an  abrupt  termination. 
He  saw  the  necessity  for  immediate  action  on  his 
part,  as  a three-years’  service  in  the  German 
army  would  be  imposed  upon  him  shortly,  and  he 
felt  that  his  native  land  was  no  place  in  which  to 
seek  his  fortune.  He  had  learned  the  butcher's 
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trade  with  his  father,  and  determined  to  discover 
what  the  New  World  had  in  store  for  him.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  June  22,  1872,  in  company  with  his 
brother  George,  he  sailed  from  Bremen  in  a ves- 
sel named  for  that  city,  “ Bremen,”  and  after  a 
voyage  of  eleven  days  landed  in  New  York.  His 
destination  was  Boston,  where  he  had  acquaint- 
ances, and  hoped  to  find  employment.  But  after 
four  months  spent  in  that  city,  during  which  time 
he  only  made  enough  to  pay  his  board,  he  came  | 
to  Fostoria,  where  he  had  a cousin  in  the  butcher 
business.  He  arrived  in  Fostoria  in  the  fall  of 
1872,  and  hired  out,  working  at  his  trade.  After 
spending  a year  and  a half  in  that  city,  he  went 
to  Tiffin,  where  he  remained  a year,  and  then  to 
Peru,  Ind.,  living  there  eleven  months.  During 
this  time  he- had  been  working  on  wages,  and  had 
saved  $500,  with  which  he  returned  to  Fostoria, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1876,  with  his  brother  George 
as  a partner,  he  opened  a meat  market  in  an  old 
frame  building,  where  the  First  National  Bank  - 
now  stands.  In  this  business,  which  he  carried 
on  for  several  years,  was  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  future  success. 

On  May  19,  1877,  Mr.  Flechtner  was  married, 
in  Fostoria,  to  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Catherine  (Miller)  Ecker.  She  was  born  in 
Washington  township,  Hancock  county,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1853,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  Of  the  children  born  of  this  union  — 
Charles,  Pearl,  Orrin,  Nellie,  Moses,  Celia, 
Blanche  and  Tillie,  are  all  living  except  Till ie, 
who  died  when  four  years  old.  In  1890  the  j 
family  removed  to  their  elegant  home  in  Section 
36,  Perry  township,  where  Mr.  Flechtner  has 
sixty-one  acres  of  very  valuable  land,  and  here 
their  friends  are  welcomed  with  true  German 
hospitality. 

The  first  property  in  which  our  subject  held 
an  interest  was  two  lots  in  Fostoria,  himself  and 
brother  each  having  a half-interest.  These  lots 
were  traded  for  six  acres  of  land  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, Seneca  county,  on  which  they  built  a 
slaughter-house.  He  now  owns,  in  addition  to 
the  home  place,  19C  acres  of  excellent  land, 
which  is  known  as  the  “ Old  Ash  farm,”  in  Perry 
township,  and  which  cost  $15,000.  This  is  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  Wood  county.  Mr.  Flecht- 
ner also  owns  eighty-five  acres  elsewhere,  mak- 
ing in  all  over  342  acres  of  valuable  property  in 
the  vicinity  of  Fostoria,  all  acquired  by  his  own 
industry  and  economy. 

Our  subject  is  the  most  extensive  stockman 
in  Wood  county.  His  large  landed  property  fur- 
nishes an  abundance  of  grain  and  hay,  and  in- 
stead of  marketing  these  products  he  feeds  many 


j head  of  stock.;  while  thus  converting  the  produe- 
i tions  of  his  farm  into  money  he  also  greatly  in- 
creases the  fertility  of  the  soil,  one  feature  of 
successful  farming  which  many  overlook. 

Mr.  Flechtner  is  a Democrat,  but  takes  no 
active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a member  of  th 
Lutheran  Church,  as  is  his  family,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  his  wife,  who  belongs  to  the  Reformed 
Church.  He  is  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  on, 
of  the  most  industrious,  active  men -to  be  found 
in  the  county,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  every 
one.  His  parents,  who  came  to  this  country 
some  years  ago,  make  their  home  in  Fostoria. 

Hezekiah  S.  Kiger  is  a representative  of  on*.- 
of  Ohio's  pioneer  families.  He  was  born  Octo- 
ber 18,  1830,  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  Fairfield 
county,  a son  of  William  and  Christina  (Wal- 
duck)  Kiger,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father  was  a lifelong  farmer.  He  left  his  natiw 
land  when  a mere  boy,  and  his  wife  crossed  th 
Atlantic  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  They  wen- 
married  in  Ohio,  and  located  in  Fairfield  count\ , 
where,  in  Lancaster  township,  Mr.  Kiger  owned 
340  acres  of  land,  making  his  home  thereon  until 
his  death.  The  children  of  his  family  were: 
Louis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen;  Henry,  of 
Fairfield  county;  Margaret,  deceased  wife  of 
John  Bucher,  of  Millgrove,  Wood  county;  Jere- 
miah, who  died  in  Millgrove;  William,  who  died 
in  Fairfield  county;  Josiah,  who  died  in  Mill- 
grove; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Harvey  Harris: 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Rigby;  Jesse,  of  Lan- 
caster, Ohio;  Hezekiah  S. ; Susanna,  wife  of 
Silas  Williamson,  of  Fairfield  county;  and  Amos, 
also  of  Fairfield  county. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  tin 
public  schools  near  his  home,  and  assisted  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  father's  farm  until  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  in  Fairfield  county,  Novem- 
ber 27,  i860,  Miss  Samantha  Jane  Hunter  be- 
coming his  wife.  She  was  born  in  January,  1831 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  three  children,  viz 
Charles,  who  died  in  his  twentieth  year;  William, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Lffte  Belle,  wife  of  Ot t « 
Myers,  of  Liberty  township,  by  whom  she  k 
one  child,  Bessie.  Mrs.  Kiger  is  a daughter  < 
Thomas  R.  and  Abigail  (Brumfield  Hunter.  11  ’ 
father  was  born  in  Hocking  township,  Fairtm: 
county,  April  27,  1801,  and  was  the  second  nm 
child  born  in  that  township  His  father.  Jam 
1 Hunter,  a native  of  Philadelphia,  married  Mai 
! garet  Reese,  and  followed  school  teaching 
I Ohio.  Their  son.  Thomas,  began  to  learn  tie 
blacksmith's  trade,  but  was  obliged  to  abaiiTui 
this,  on  account  of  a disabled  arm,  and  turn*  : 
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his  attention  to  the  operation  of  160  acres  of 
land,  which  his  father  ga\e  him.  He  died  May 
1 1,  1882,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  October, 
1S05,  departed  this  life  April.  1 3,  1882.  . Their 
children  were  Amanda  P. , wife  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  of  Boone  county,  Iowa;  Margaret,  who 
died  September  1,  1854,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four;  Mrs.  Kiger ; James,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  years;  Hannah,  wife  of  William  Cochran; 
Solomon,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead; 
Joseph  and  Mary,  twins,  both  of  whom  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years;  John  Wesley,  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  Ann  Maria,  who  died  in  childhood. 

For  a few'  years  after  their  marriage  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  lived  in  Fairfield  county,  where 
Mr.  Kiger  owned  125  acres  of  land,  that  he  in- 
herited from  his  father.  At  length  he  sold'  this, 
and,  in  1872,  came  to  Wood  county,  purchasing 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township,  of 
which  thirty  acres  had  been  plowed.  The  im- 
provements were  very  poor,  but  he  has  trans- 
formed this  into  a fine  farm  that  to-day  is  a 
monument  to  his  thrift  aud  enterprise.  Although 
his  life  has  been  a busy  one,  he  always  finds 
time  to  faithfully  perform  his  duties  of  citizen- 
ship, and  efficiently  served  as  school  director  for 
six  years.  He  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, is  well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day, 
and  is  a stanch  Republican. 

John  Myers,  a well-known  farmer  and  man- 
ufacturer, of  Webster  township,  was  born  in 
Franklin  county,  Penn.,  October  13,  1S26.  His 
father,  Adam  Myers,  a day  laborer,  was  born  in 
Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  and  married  Miss  Eli- 
zabeth Guipe,  a native  of  the  same  State.  They 
had  ten  children:  Catherine,  deceased ; Eliza- 

beth, deceased;  Fanny,  the  wife  of  John  Heck- 
man, of  Franklin  county,  Penn.  ; Sarah,  deceased; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  John  W7alters,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Nicholas,  a farmer  of  Illinois;  John,  our  subject; 
Adam,  who  died  in  the  army;  and  two  deceased 
in  infancy. 

John  Myers  attended  the  district  school  dur- 
ing boyhood,  and  at  an  early  age  learned  the 
trade  of  a mechanic,  becoming  an  expert  carpen- 
ter and  joiner.  For  some  years  he  w:as  engaged 
in  building  houses  and  bridges  on  contract,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1852  he  came  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Web- 
ster township.  He  resided  there  until  1880  when 
be  removed  to  another  farm  of  120  acres  near 
Scotch  Ridge,  which  he  has  improved,  erecting  a 
handsome  residence  and  other  buildings.  Here 
he  has  a tile  and  brick  factory  and  a sawmill  and 
employs  a number  of  men.  He  is  the  inventor 


and  patentee  of  a wire-fence  machine,  which  he 
| also  manufactures. 

He  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  in  1848  to 
j Miss  Malinda  Whitmore,  who  died  in  1875  leav- 
ing no  children.  Mr.  Myers  is  a Republican  in 
1 politics,  but  does  not  take  an  active  share  in 
party  work.  He  is  a man  of  fine  and  upright 
i character,  and  a member  of  the  U.  B.  Church, 
j and  was  one  of  the  founders  and  builders  of  the 
| church  at  Scotch  Ridge.  His  success  in  life  is 
. due  to  his  industry  and  foresight,  as  he  began  his 
! business  career  with  but  $50  in  his  pocket. 

1 

Marion-  Goodell,  a well-known  agriculturist 
of  Webster  township,  residing  near  Luckey,  was 
born  in  Townsend  township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio, 
July  1,  1844.  His  grandparents,  David  and 

Electa  (Melliman)  Goodell,  were  natives  of  New 
York  State.  They  had  three  children,  among 
| whom  was  Cyrenus  Goodell,  our  subject's  father, 
who  came  from  New  York  when  a young  man 
and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Huron  county.  He 
married  Miss  Lucretia Studley,  and  reared  a fam- 
ily of  five  children,  a sixth  dying  in  early  infancy . 
Orrin  is  a farmer  in  Troy  township;  Marion  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Electa  Jane  married 
Henry  Sternaman;  John  is  a blacksmith  at  Dun- 
bridge;  and  xAlbert.  In  1 S 5 7 our  subject’s  father 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  took  up  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Troy  township,  adding  to  it  afterward 
until  he  owned  320  acres,  on  which  he  erected 
a sawmill,  the  first  in  the  township.  He  was  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  his  locality,  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

! He  died  at  Bowling  Green,  March  11,  1885,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  August  11,  1894. 

Our  subject  shared  the  family  fortunes  in  his 
| youth,  undergoing  all  the  experiences  of  frontier 
: life.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  111th  O.  V.  I.  (Capt.  D.  W.  H. 
Day  commanding),  and  participated  in  thirty-two 
hard-fought  battles,  among  them  the  engage- 
! ments  at  Stone  River,  Resaca,  Lost  Mountain, 

\ Kenesaw  Mountain,  Knoxville,  Chattanooga.  Ce- 
dar Rapids,  Stone  Mountain,  Alatoona,  Fort  An- 
; derson,  and  Raleigh.  In  June,  1865,  he  was 
mustered  out,  and,  returning  to  the  old  liome- 
! stead,  he  remained  there  until  he  was  twenty-five 
years  old.  lie  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Troy  township;  but,  in  1882,  he  sold  this  and 
moved  to  Michigan,  where  lie  engaged  in  the 
j meat  business.  Returning  to  this  county,  he 
purchased  his  present  property , an  eighty-acre 
farm  in  Webster  township,  upon  which  he  has 
; made  many  improvements.  Beginning  life  poor, 
i he  has  made  his  weli-deserved  success  by  indus- 
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try  and  good  management.  On  November  2, 
1870,  lie  married  Miss  Malinda  Dennis,  a daugh- 
ter of  Franklin  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Dennis,  of 
Troy  township,  .and  they  have  six  children:  Al- 

bert, Richard,  Jessie,  Roxcene,  Kitty,  and  one 
whose  name  is  not  given.  In  politics  Mr.  Good- 
ell  is  a Republican,  and  in  all  local  movements 
is  an  interested  and  helpful  worker.  He  has  been 
school  director  in  his  district,  and  he  is  a member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post/No.  690.  . 

H.  L.  Coe.  Almost  the  entire  life  of  our  sub- 
ject has  been  passed  in  Perry  township,  where  he 
now  owns  a fine  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Section  1 3. 
Comparitively  young  in  years,  and  having  com- 
menced life  with  but  little,  his  financial  position 
is  ample  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
employed  his  time,  and  the  good  judgment  of 
which  he  is  the  fortunate  possessor.  He  has  one 
of  the  best  appointed  homesteads  in  the  town- 
ship, and,  on  account  of  his  strict  integrity  and 
high  character,  is  numbered  among  its  valued 
citizens. 

His  birth  occurred  March  2,  1862,  in  Section 
13,  Perry  township,  a son  of  David  E.  and  Mar- 
garet (Plyter)  Coe.  After  completing  a course  in 
the  District  School,  No.  5,  of  Maple  Grove,  he 
finished  his  education  in  the  academy  of  Fostoria, 
which  he  attended  for  six  months.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1883,  he  went  west,  with  a party  of  young 
men  from  his  neighborhood,  visiting  Dakota, 
Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Colorado,  and  during  his 
stay  was  employed  at  sheep-shearing  and  at  work- 
ing as  a farm  hand,  and  in  a nursery.  Most  of 
his  time,  however,  was  passed  on  the  home  farm, 
until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  March  22, 
1888,  in  Perry  township,  when  he  wedded  Miss 
Ida  Wells,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Penn.,  May  12,  1864,  a daughter  of  Elden  and 
Susan  (Gossard)  Wells,  who  came  to  Wood 
county  in  the  spring  of  1865.  P'or  a time  Mr. 
Coe  made  his  home  with  his  father,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1889,  he  located  upon  his  present  farm, 
which  he  and  his  brother,  Walter,  had  purchased 
in  the  fall  of  1887,  though  our  subject  is  now  the 
sole  owner.  1 1 is  land  is  well  tilled  and  cultivated, 
and  the  home  has  been  brightened  by  the  presence 
of  a little  daughter,  born  December  4,  1892, 

Velma  by  name. 

Mr.  Coe  takes  quite  an  interest  in  political 
affairs,  always  casting  his  ballot  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  desires  to  see  good  men  placed 
in  office,  but,  for  himself,  cares  nothing  for  polit- 
ical honors.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  earnest  Christian  workers. 


F.  j.  Schriber,  a dealer  in  agricultural  im- 
plements at  Moline,  is  numbered  among  the  hon- 
orable business  men  of  Wood  county,  and  since 
the  fall  of  1894  has  efficiently  served  as  one  of 
the  infirmary  directors,  succeeding  John  Isch. 
He  was  born,  in  1861,  in  Oregon  township,  Lucas 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Mare 
Ann  (Arn)  Schriber,  the  former  a native  of  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. About  1853,  the  father  located  in  Oregon 
township,  where  his  marriage  was  celebrated,  and 
where  he  opened  up  a farm,  on  which  his  wif- 
died  in  1865,  leaving  two  children:  F.  J.,  subject 
of  this  narrative;  and  Mary  Ann,  now  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Linchshy,  of  Detroit,  Mich.  The  father 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Louise  Plenry,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Amelia  Gross,  of  Lake  township,  this 
county;  William,  a resident  of  Oregon  township, 
Lucas  county;  and  Lilly,  also  of  Oregon  town- 
ship. Upon  the  old  homestead  in  Lucas  countv 
the  mother  of  this  family  is  still  living,  but  the 
father’s  death  occurred  there  in  1876. 

Reared  to  manhood  in  Lucas  county,  our  sub- 
ject received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Ore- 
gon township  and  East  Toledo,  and  on  leaving 
the  parental  roof,  in  1878,  he  engaged  in  building 
railroads  until  coming  to  Lake  township.  Wood 
county,  in  1 882,  when  he  resumed  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  he  still  owns  a good  farm  of  forty  acres 
in  that  township.  Fie  began  merchandisingin  i8Sf> 
at  Moline,  buying  out  H.  J.  Rudolph,  and  estab- 
lishing the  firm  of  Schriber  & Co.,  which  con- 
tinued to  do  business  for  four  years.  On  dispos- 
ing of  that  stock,  in  1890,  he  entered  his  present 
business,  now  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  farm  imple- 
ments, for  which  he  finds  a ready  sale.  From 
1886  to  1S90,  he  also  served  as  postmaster  and 
station  agent  at  Moline.  In  Lake  township,  in 
1883,  Mr.  Schriber  married  Elizabeth  Gross,  wlv 
was  born,  in  1864,  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  when 
her  parents,  Emanuel  and  Anna  E.  Gross,  native- 
of  Germany,  had  removed  at  an  early  day.  I Km 
father  died  in  Lake  township  in  l8SS;thewid 
owed  mother  now  makes  her  home  in  d oled  > 
In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Schriber  coincides  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  has  no  aspirations  f< 
the  onerous  duties  and  vexations  of  political  p’ 
ferment,  though  for  four  terms  he  served  a<  a 
sessor  of  Lake  township.  Socially,  he  is  e ■ 
nected  with  Corn  City  Lodge  No.  734.  F O.  D 
F.,  of  East  Toledo.  He  is  highly  respected  and 
esteemed  by  the  entire  population  of  l.!u  c.ount> 
and  looked  up  to  as  a man  trulv  honorab’  ■ 
uyright  in  all  things,  and  one  whom  they  can  d 
! pend  on  as  a friend. 
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John  R.  Lundy,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Center  township,  is  a native  of  the  same,  having 
first  seen  the  light  on  the  farm  he  now  owns, 
June  2,  1845. 

Henry  Lundy,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
October  15,  1811,  at  Greenwood,  Columbiana 
Co.,  Penn.,  of  Quaker  parents,  whose  ances- 
tors for  several  generations  lived  and  died  in  this 
country.  When  Henry  was  but  a child  his  | 
father  died,  leaving  a widow  and  two  children  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  In  the  spring  of  1 834 
Henry  Lundy  passed  through  Ohio  on  horse-  l 
back,  traveling  along  primitive  roads  cut  through 
the  dense  forest,  and,  on  his  arrival  in  Indiana, 
he  bought  a farm  of  160  acres  of  government  : 
land  in  Elkhart  county.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  came  to  Ohio  on  foot,  journeying  by  way 
of  Michigan,  and,  having  relatives  in  Wood 
county  he  came  here,  purchasing,  along  with  Mr. 
Munn,  200  acres  of  land  (just  west  of  where  now 
stands  the  infirmary),  built  thereon  a log  cabin, 
and  made  it  their  home.  In  those  early  days 
they  had  to  go  to  Perrysburg  co  trade,  and  some- 
times, in  dry  seasons,  to  Blissfield,  or  Monroe, 
Mich.,  to  mill.  In  1836  Mr.  Lundy  sold  his  In- 
diana farm,  and  bought  Mr.  Munn’s  share  of  the  j 
Ohio  one. 

On  April  18,  1839,  Mr.  Lundy  was  married, 
in  Wood  county,  to  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  who 
was  born  October  17,  1 S r 7 , in  Massillon,  Ohio, 
and  the  young  couple  then  went  to  housekeeping 
in  the  log  house  on  the  farm,  experiencing  all  the 
inconveniences  and  vicissitudes  incident  to  pio- 
neer days.  Here  they  jogged  along  the  highway 
of  life  till  about  1848,  when  they  moved  into  the 
Stone  house  built  by  them,  and  here  they  lived 
till  1 <886,  in  which  year  they  moved  into  Bowl- 
ing Green,  where  Mrs.  Lundy  died  in  1890. 
Mr.  Lundy  then  made  his  home  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bough  ton,  passing  the  rest 
of  his  days  there;  he  died  February  22,  1894, 
aged  eighty  years.  To  this  honored  couple  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows:  James,  a resident 
of  Clay  county,  Iowa,  who  was  a soldier  for  over 
four  years  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  in  Company 
C,  2 1st  O.  V.  I.;  Charles,  who  was  also  a soldier 
in  the  same  company  for  three  years,  and  was 
murdered  in  Bowling  Green,  July  3,  1869;  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  Sanford  Boughton,  of  Bowling  j 
Green;  John  R. , our  subject;  Mary,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  four  years;  Lettice,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Wade,  of  Clay  county,  Iowa;  and  Alice,  who 
married  Frank  Reid,  of  Bowling  Green. 

In  his  political  preferences  Henry  Lundy  was 
originally  a Democrat,  casting  his  tirst  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Van  Buren,  and  continued  on  chat 
ea 


ticket  till  the  Republican  party  was  organized  in 
1854.  In  his  day  he  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent pioneers  of  Wood  county,  and  served  in  var- 
ious offices  of  honor  and  trust.  As  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  county  infirmary  board,  he  did 
much  to  place  that  institution  upon  a successful 
basis.  Pie  also  served  for  many  years  as  trustee 
and  clerk  of  Center  township.  When  the  little 
Bowling  Green  & Tontogany  railroad  was  built, 
he  was  one  of  the  foremost  workers  and  contrib- 
utors, backing  the  project  with  his  own  credit, 
and  serving  as  one  of  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany. In  religious  faith  he  was  liberal,  though 
reared  a-  Quaker,  and  contributed  to  all  the 
Churches  of  his  vicinity,  identifying  himself,  how- 
ever, with  the  Methodists. 

John  R.  Lundy,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  grew  to  manhood  in  Center  township,  and 
in  1864  followed  the  patriotic  example  of  his  el- 
der brothers  by  offering  his  services  to  the  gov- 
ernment, enlisting  in  Company  C,  144th  O.  V.  I. 
His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Eastern  depart- 
ment; but  happily  the  war  closed  four  months 
later,  and  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  where 
he  has  since- resided.  Part  of  the  farm  he  owns 
in  fee  simple,  and  conducts  the  remainder  in  the 
interest  of  all  the  heirs,  whom  he  is  now  buying 
out  as  occasion  offers.  In  1S76  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Eleanor  Kridler,  w ho  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  December  24,  1850,  and  five 

children  have  been  born  to  them:  Fred,  Frank, 
Florence,  and  Charles,  all  at  home,  and  Ralph, 
who  died  at  four  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Lundy  takes  a justifiable  pride  in  the 
record  of  his  family,  to  which  his  own  upright 
and  industrious  life,  and  superior  personal  char- 
acteristics, have  added  new  honors.  Politically, 
he  is  a Republican,  is  one  of  the  active  promoters 
of  progressive  movements  in  his  vicinity,  and  has 
been  township  trustee  for  fifteen  consecutive 
years.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
also  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Centennial  Lodge  No.  626, 
of  Bowling  Green. 

J.  H.  Crane,  the  genial  and  efficient  post- 
master of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Medina, 
Ohio,  December  25,  1852. 

His  father,  Patrick  Crane,  a native  of  Count\ 
Sligo,  Ireland,  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  and  located  at  Medina,  where  he 
was  employed  some  years  in  a foundry  and 
machine  shop.  He  was  married  there  to  Miss 
Bridget  Finney,  also  a native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  and  in  1856  the\  moved  to  a farm  near  Six 
Points,  Wood  county,  where  his  wife  died,  at  th  ■ 
age  of  thirty-five  years;  his  last  years  were  spent 
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in  Bowling  Green,  he  dying  in  1893.  They  were  j 
the  parents  of  three  children:  j.  PI.,  onr  sub- 

ject; Ella,  married  to  William  Austin,  of  Wood 
county;  and  James,  unmarried,  living  in  Bowling  | 
Green. 

Our  subject  commenced  his  business  career 
as  a clerk  in  a dry-goods  store  in  Bowling  Green, 
about  a quarter  of  a century  ago,  and  until  his  j 
appointment  to  his  present  position  of  postmaster 
of  Bowling  Green,  January  1,  1894,  he  was  con- 
tinuously engaged  in  that  vocation  for  three  j 
different  firms.  The  same  trustworthiness  and  ; 
courteous  manner,  which  have  made  him  popu- 
lar as  a salesman,  have  been  equally  valuable  in 
the  position  of  postmaster,  which  he  fills  to  the  | 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  community.  He  was  j 
married  in  1 87 S to  Miss  Melissa  Valentine,  who  j 
was  born  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  in  October,  1854,  and 
they  have  had  six  children:  Coren,  Ralph,  Les- 

ter, Hazel,  Lela,  and  one  at  this  writing  a babe.  : 
Although  he  resides  in  a community  which  is  I 
strongly  Republican,  Mr.  Crane  has  been  a con- 
sistent Democrat  all  his  life.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  of  K.  O.  T.  M. 

Madison  Adams.  Among  the  young  and  en- 
ergetic farmers  of  Perry  township,  as  well  as 
those  who  have  been  successful,  and  whose  ef- 
forts through  life  thus  far,  through  their  own  per- 
severance, have  borne  able  recompense,  is  the  | 
subject  of  this  personal  history.  He  is  a native 
of  Wood  county,  born  in  Section  2,  Bloom  town-  j 
ship,  December  22,  1863,  and  is  the  youngest 
child  of  David  and  Lucinda  (Henry)  Adams. 
After  pursuing  his  studies  sometime  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  he  entered  Jerry  City  Academy, 
when  Prof.  Hubbard  was  at  its  head,  and  there 
remained  for  three  years, 

Until  nineteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Adams  spent 
his  time  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys,  but 
at  that  time  went  to  Fostoria,  and  learned  tele- 
graphy in  the  office  of  the  C.  PI.  V.  & T.  rail- 
road, after  which  he  acted  as  night  operator  for 
six  months  at  that  place.  Disliking  the  work,  ; 
however,  he  returned  home,  where  he  remained 
for  some  months,  and  then  entered  the  oar  factory 
at  Jerry  City,  Ohio.  The  next  five  years  were 
spent  as  a pumper  for  the  Ohio  Oil  Company  in 
and  around  Jerry  City. 

Mr.  Adams  was  married  December  21,  18S4, 
to  Ella  Gobble,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Gobble,  and  j 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children — Clyde, 
Verna  S.  and  Harold  M.  Our  subject  began  his 
domestic  life  upon  a farm  in  Section  2,  Bloom 
township,  but  later  removed  to  Jerry  City,  and 
in  March,  1894,  located  in  Section  25,  Perry 


township,  where,  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
George,  he  owns  and  operates  ninety-eight  and  a 
half  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land.  He  is  ver\ 
fond  of  horses,  and  a good  judge  of  those  animals. 

| Plis  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  is  a worthy  representative  of  an 
honored  pioneer  family  of  this  county.  Public- 
spirited  and  enterprising,  he  does  all  in  his  power 
for  the  advancement  of  the  community,  and  is  an 
excellent  specimen  of  the  genial,  hospitable  peo- 
ple who  are  born  and  reared  in  the  Buckeye  State. 

Elisha  PIelm  was  born  in  Liberty  township, 
Crawford  county,  March  13,  1831,  and  is  a son 
of  John  PIelm,  who  was  reared  in  Somerset 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Susan  Courts.  They  moved  to  Crawford  county, 
and  located  there  sometime  between  1820  and 
1825,  in  a clearing  in  the  woods,  in  which  there 
was  an  abundance  of  game,  and  where  Indians 
were  frequently  seen  on  their  hunting  expeditions. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  PIelm  had  nine  children — five  sons 
and.  four  daughters.  The  parents  were  farmers 
all  their  lives,  and  had  a good  farm  of  120  acres. 
He  died  in  Crawford  county  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years,  his  wife  passing  away  sometime  later 
at  the  same  age. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  youngest  of  the 
sons,  was  reared  to  the  duties  of  a farmer's  boy. 
living  at  home  until  he  was  twenty  years  old, 
when  he  worked  cut  as  a farm  hand,  receiving 
from  eight  to  ten  dollars  a month.  In  185S  he 
was  married,  in  Crawford  county,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Ulis,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
in  1S34,  a daughter  of  William  Ulis,  a farmer  ol 
that  county.  Our  subject  had  at  this  time  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Section  3,  Portage  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  and  for  three  years  after  hn 
marriage  worked  on  the  home  farm  in  Crawford 
county.  In  the  spring  of  1861  they  moved  to 
Wood  county  and  located  on  the  land  he  had 
bought,  the  money  with  which  he  paid  for  it  be- 
ing what  he  had  saved  from  his  earnings.  An 
old  house  stood  on  the  land,  of  which  about  six 
or  seven  acres  were  cleared.  He  improved  and 
cultivated  the  remainder  of  it,  and  has  lived  then 
ever  since.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helm  had  the  follow  - 
ing children:  Gerotne,  who  died  at  the  age  "I 

eighteen  years;  Marion  and  Monroe,  both  tann- 
ers in  Portage  township;  two  sons  (twins)  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Helm  is  a Republican,  ami  1 
regular  attendant  at  elections.  He  former! \ 
took  great  pleasure  in  hunting,  and  has  kill*  : 
large  quantities  of  game  in  his  section  of  t 
county.  He  is  an  excellent  shot  with  the  nth', 
and  has  achieved  fame  that  is  more  than  local. 
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has  won  first  place  at  many  shooting  matches, 
and  has  used  the  same  rifle  for  over  forty  years. 
Mr.  Helm  is  a self-made  man  and  a hard  worker, 
in  spite  of  which  he  is  to-day  well  preserved,  hale 
and  hearty,  and  he  has  a large  number  of  friends. 

J.  C.  Hartman,  one  of  the  active,  prominent 
and  intelligent  citizens  of  Montgomery  township, 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Section  12,  where 
his  birth  occurred  December  29,  1S4S.  His  fa- 
ther, William  Hartman,  was  a native  of  what 
was  then  Union  county,  Penn.,  but  is  now  Snv- 
der  county,  and  as  early  as  1833  accompanied 
his  parents,  George  and  Barbara  (Fry)  Hartman, 
to  Scott  township,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  being 
the  seventh  family  there  to  locate.  There  the  j 
grandparents  died  at  ripe  old  ages. 

William  Hartman  was  married  to  Miss  Esther 
Buchtel,  a native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  a j 
daughter  of  Henry  Buchtel,  after  which  he  lo- 
cated near  Prairie  Depot  upon  a farm  that  he 
had  rented  of  his  father-in-law.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  in  a small  log  house,  supplied 
with  the  rudest  of  furniture.  The  first  land 
which  the  father  purchased  consisted  of  eighty 
acres  in  Section  12,  Montgomery  township,  pay- 
ing $750  for  the  same.  He  secured  the  place  in 
1847,  and  the  dwelling  at  that  time  was  a log 
house  situated  on  a small  ridge,  south  of  the  pres- 
ent home  of  our  subject.  Not  over  fifteen  acres 
had  been  cleared;  but  to  its  improvement  and 
cultivation  he  devoted  his  time  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-one,  and  both 
were  buried  in  the  Bradner  cemeterv.  Relig- 
iously they  were  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church.  The  father  was  short  in  stature,  but 
quite  fleshy.  He  had  some  difficulty  in  paying 
for  his  land,  having  to  trade  a horse  in  order 
to  make  the  last  payment;  but  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  120  acres  of  fine  land.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  up  to  1863,  when  he  voted 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  ever  afterward  sup- 
ported that  party. 

The  family  of  William  Hartman  and  wife  in- 
cluded the  following  children:  Caroline,  now 

Mrs.  Cornelius  Bierly,  of  Montgomery  township; 
Elnora,  who  died  in  infancy;  Louellen,  wife  of 
Henry  Hassenplug,  of  Fulton  county,  Ind.;  j.  C , | 
of  this  review;  a daughter,  who  died  in  infancv; 
Lucinda,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Fairbanks,  of  Mont- 
gomery township;  Annie,  now  Mrs.  James  Hath- 
away, of  the  same  township;  Alfred  W..  of  Brad- 
ner,  Ohio;  and  George  H.,  of  the  same  place. 

On  beginning  his  education  our  subject 
started  to  the  “Old  Prospect  ” school,  located  on 


the  present  site  of  Bradner,  his  first  teacher  be- 
ing Addison  Lansdale,  and  out  of  school  hours 
he  assisted  in  the  work  on  the  home  farm  until 
reaching  man's  estate.  On  January  14,  1872, 

was  solemnized  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Earl,  who  was  born  at  West  Millgrove,  Wood 
county,  August  14,  1853,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Azariah  and  Maria  (Bonanitz)  Earl,  the  former 
born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  November  19, 
1825,  and  the  latter  in  Stark  county,  December 
21,  1826.  Her  mother  was  eleven  years  old 
when  brought  by  her  parents  to  Wood  county, 
locating  in  Montgomery  township,  but  they  later 
went  to  Sandusky  county,  where  they  continued 
to  reside.  Mr.  Earl  followed  his  trade  of  black- 
smithing  at  West  Millgrove,  Tontogany,  Prairie 
Depot,  and  Bradner,  Wood  county,  dying  at  the 
latter  place,  February  3,  1879.  His  widow'  has 
again  married,  and  now  lives  at  Bradner.  Mrs. 
Hartman  is  one  of  a family  of  six  children,  the 
others  being  Charlotte  M.,  wife  of  Charles  Abels, 
of  Sandusky  county;  Jasper  W. , of  Toledo,  Ohio; 
and  New'ton,  Hannah  and  Rosa  Belle,  who  all 
died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Hartman  began  housekeeping  upon  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  worked  for  his  father; 
but  in  1876  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section 
10,  Montgomery  towmship.  on  which  was  a log 
house  and  a small  log  stable.  There  he  lived  for 
eight  years,  when  he  traded  the  land  for  a share 
in  the  home  farm.  In  connection  with  Corneiius 
Bierly  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs, 
and  then  divided  the  property,  each  receiving 
sixty  acres.  Upon  our  subject’s  place  are  all  the 
farm  buildings,  and  its  excellent  condition  shows 
him  to  be  a systematic,  energetic  and  skillful 
agriculturist. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart- 
man— Zada  M.,  wife  of  Frank  McCreary,  of 
Bradner;  Esther  X.,  wife  of  Daniel  Green,  of 
Sandusky  county;  Nora  D. , wife  of  W.  H.  Ream, 
also  of  Bradner;  and  Bert  W.  and  Jessie  G.,  at 
home.  Mr.  Hartman  has  been  a stanch  Repub- 
lican since  casting  his  first  vo.te,  and  served  for 
three  terms  as  a member  of  the  Bradner  school 
board.  Being  quite  a reader,  he  is  a well-in- 
formed man,  and  belongs  to  the  best  class  of  citi- 
zens in  Wood  county. 

John  F.  Hagemkykk,  wdio  occupies  a conspic- 
uous place  among  the  progressive  citizens  and 
leading  agriculturists  of  Wood  county,  was  born 
in  Pemberville,  January  21,  1S40.  Ill-  father, 
Henry  Hagemever,  was  a native  of  Prussia,  and 
was  there  married.  While  coming  to  this  country, 
the  first  child  in  the  family  died  on  board  the 
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vessel.  Mr.  Hagemeyer  located  in  Troy  town- 
ship, Wood  Co.,  at  a very  early  day,  and  worked 
for  C.  H.  Kohring,  a pioneer  of  the  locality.  Thus 
he  earned  the  money  to  buy  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Section  io,  Freedom  township,  now  within 
the  corporation  limits  of  Pemberville.  He  built 
the  first  house  on  this  tract,  a log  cabin,  16x20 
feet,  and  it  was  in  this  place  that  our  subject  was 
born.  The  mother  died  January  22,  1849,  and 
was  buried  in  Switzer  Church  cemetery.  She 
had  four  children,  of  whom,  Henry  died  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  and  William,  in  Freedom  township, 
so  that  our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  living. 
The  father  afterward  married  Catharine  Wither, 
a native  of  Germany,  and  the  children  of  this 
marriage  were  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy;  Fred, 
of  Chicago;  Mary,  wife  of  Ernest  Klous,  of  Pem- 
berville; John,  of  Center  township;  August,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio,  who  was  left  a mute  by  scarlet 
fever  when  a child,  but  is  now  a skilled  cabinet 
maker;  and  Edward,  also  of  Toledo. 

The  father  of  this  family  cleared  and  improved 
his  forty  acres  of  land,  and,  as  the  village  of  Pem- 
berville began  to  grow,  he  sold  several  small 
tracts.  Afterward,  he  bought  eighty  acres  in 
Section  3,  Freedom  township,  and  greatly  im- 
proved that  property,  but  continued  to  reside  on 
his  first  purchase  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  November,  1885.  He  was  buried  in  Fish 
Ridge  cemetery.  His  widow  is  now  living  in 
Pemberville.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  in  religious  belief  was  a Lutheran,  serving 
for  many  years  as  elder  of  his  Church.  He  con- 
tributed liberally  to  its  support,  and  was  generous 
with  his  children,  caring  not  to  accumulate  great 
wealth,  while  his  honesty  was  above  question. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  review  was  less 
than  a week  old  at  the  time  of  his  mother's 
death,  and  was  reared  in  the  family  of  Casper  H. 
Kohring.  He  attended  the  German  schools  be- 
tween the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen  years,  and 
by  reading  and  study  has  become  an  excellent 
English  scholar.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education,  and  for  eight  years  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  Pemberville,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  labored  earnestly  for  progress 
in  that  direction.  He  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy, 
and  had  a good  home  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Koh- 
ring until  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  began  to 
earn  his  own  liveihood  by  operating  a threshing 
machine.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother  William,  and  pur- 
chased a thresher.  Success  attended  their  ef- 
forts, and  the  following  year  he  was  enabled  to 
purchase  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Troy  township, 
which  he  partly  cleared  and  then  sold.  In  the 


1 spring  of  1871  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
i Section  4,  Freedom  township,  and  at  once  began 
! the  arduous  task  of  clearing  away  the  timber  and 
developing  it  into  rich  fields.  For  two  years 
thereafter  he  continued  to  operate  his  threshing 
machine,  but  since  that  time  he  has  given  his  en- 
tire attention  to  farming  In  188S  he  erected  his 
present  commodious  residence,  and  all  the  other 
buildings  upon  the  farm  stand  as  monuments  to 
his.  enterprise.  Having  sold  twenty  acres  of  land, 
he  still  owns  sixty  acres,  fifty  of  which  are  under 
I a high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Hagemeyer  was  married  December  19. 
1872,  in  .Webster  township,  Wood  county,  to 
: Mary  P.  Muir,  who  was  born  in  that  township, 
April  10,  1848,  a daughter  of  James  and  Marion 
(Dunipace)  Muir.  Their  children  are  Henry  J.. 
Alice,  Bessie  R. , William  and  Nelson  E.  F.  Mr. 
Hagemeyer  takes  a deep  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  is  an  adherent  of  the  Democracy. 

| Fie  was  elected  and  served  for  eight  years  as 
assessor,  holding  that  office  for  six  successive- 
years,  and  to  those  who  know  him  it  is  needless 
to  say  that  his  duties  were  discharged  with  the 
utmost  fidelity  and  promptness.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  has 
| served  as  trustee,  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
I United  Presbyterian  Church.  A wide-awake. 

! progressive  citizen,  he  is  active  in  the  support  of 
all  enterprises  that  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  the 
; community,  and  it  is  to  such  citizens  that  M ood 
i county  owes  her  present  prosperity  and  progress. 

Elias  Frederick,  Sr.  The  pioneers  of  the 
great  State  of  Ohio,  men  who,  by  their  hard  la- 
; bor,  privations  and  sacrifices,  were  the  factors  in 
her  growth  and  progress,  are  each  year  becoming 
fewer;  old  age  is  creeping  upon  those  who  are 
left,  and  it  is  indeed  a privilege  to  meet  one  of 
these  veterans,  and  to  hear  from  his  own  lips 
j stories  of  those  early  days,  when  he,  with  others, 
made  the  history  of  this  prosperous  common- 
wealth. Among  those  early  settlers  may  be  found 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  York 
county,  Penn.,  January  5,  1822.  His  father. 

Andrew  l'rederick,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and 
| came  to  this  country  when  a young  man,  locat- 
ing in  Pennsylvania.  He  afterward  removed  t 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  where  lie  bought  a farm 
on  which  he  resided  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

I dying  in  1835.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Wellman,  and  seven  children  were  born  to  them 
George,  Jacob,  Andrew,  Elias,  Henry,  Adam, 
and  Elizabeth. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  days  in  Penns' !- 
; vania.  His  opportunities  to  obtain  an  education 
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were  very  limited,  as  when  he  was  twelve  years 
old  his  father  died,  and  he  was  obliged  to  go  to 
work  for  a living.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  for  twen- 
ty-four years,  in  the  meantime  carrying  on  farm- 
ing in  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  He  then  removed 
to  Wood  county,  settling  in  Bloom  township, 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land.  In  1887 
he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  purchased  120 
acres  of  land,  known  as  the  Pratt  farm,  on  which 
he  still  resides.  In  March,  1845,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Price,  who  was  born  June  20,  1825,  in 
Bucks  county,  Penn. , and  to  this  union  seven  chil- 
dren have  come  as  follows:  John,  born  January  4, 
1846,  died  in  1871;  Jonas,  born  May  7,  1848, 
is  a farmer  in  Weston  township;  Elias,  Jr.,  born 
November  28,  1853,  assists  his  father  upon  the 
home  farm;  Harriet,  born  August  iS,  1855,  died 
iti  September,  1 862 ; Sarah  E.,  born  July  27,1856, 
is  the  wife  of  John  Lowe;  Elizabeth,  born  April 
4,  1862,  married  Otto  Ruchty;  Martha,  born  J uly 
27,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  G.  F.  Snider. 

Mr.  Frederick  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  been  a school  director,  and  also  supervisor 
of  Jackson  township,  both  of  which  offices  he 
held  for  one  year.  He  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county,  and  has  set  an  ex- 
ample for  the  rising  generation,  of  sobriety,  hon- 
esty, industry,  and  strict  attention  to  his  business. 
He  is  a Christian  man,  who  shows  forth  his  be- 
lief in  his  daily  life,  and  his  purse  is  always  open 
to  the  needs  of  the  poor,  while  the  sorrowing 
and  discouraged  are  ever  sure  of  his  helpful  sym- 
pathy. He  lias  seen  much  of  the  hard  side  of 
life,  but  now  in  his  old  age,  with  his  estimable 
wife,  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  labor. 

Okren  W.  P'oster,  an  industrious  and  thrift) 
farmer  of  Wood  county,  resides  in  Section  12, 
Troy  township,  where  his  birth  occurred,  Novem- 
ber 25,  1847.  His  father,  D.  D.  Foster,  was 
born  in  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  in  1813,  and  was 
a son  of  Daniel  Foster,  one  of  four  brothers,  na- 
tives of  Scotland,  who,  on  coming  to  the  United 
States,  located  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  grand- 
father was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  land, 
and,  about  1807,  arrived  in  Cuyahoga  county, 
where  he  dealt  with  the  Indian  traders.  His  last 
days,  however,  were  passed  in  Troy  township, 
Wood  county,  where  he  died  in  1850;  his  wife 
had  departed  this  life  in  Cuyahoga  county,  in 
1815. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  the  boyhood  and 
youth  of  I).  I).  Foster  were  spent,  and,  about 
1840,  he  became  a resident  of  Troy  township, 
where  two  years  later  he  purchased  a tract  of  160 


i acres  of  timber  land,  in  Section  12.  He  at  once 
j began  the  improvement  of  his  place,  erecting  a 
; log  cabin,  and,  later,  set  out  a good  orchard.  In 
1846,  in  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Henrietta  Plumb,  a native  of 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y. , and  a daughter  of  fared 
I and  Emeline  (Plawkins)  Plumb,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  New  York,  and,  in  1835,  located  in 
Woodville  township,  Sandusky  county,  where 
Mr.  Plumb  secured  a tract  of  160  acres.  He  lo- 
cated in  the  midst  of  a dense  forest,  which  con- 
tained wild  game  of  all  varieties,  and  Indians 
were  far  more  numerous  in  the  locality  than  the 
white  settlers.  On  that  farm  he  died,  in  1864. 
His  widow  resides  in  Shelton,  Buffalo  Co.,  Neb., 
now  aged  eighty-nine  years. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject began  their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  where 
■ he  now  resides.  The  father  operated  a thresh- 
ing machine  in  connection  with  his  farm  duties, 

| and  became  both  widely  and  favorably  known 
! throughout  the  community.  In  early  life  he  was 
; a Whig,  but  later  joined  the  Republican  party, 
and  served  as  overseer  of  highways,  also  as  tax 
I collector  of  his  township  for  several  years.  His 
death  occurred  in  August,  1875,  on  the  old  home 
farm,  where  his  excellent  wife  also  died,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1893.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  their 
[ family  of  seven  children,  and  was  followed  by 
D.  D.,  Jr.,  who  resides  with  him;  Mrs.  Olive 
Otis,  of  Trenton,  Hitchcock  Co.,  Neb.;  Mrs.  Al- 
varetta  Kleuter,  of  Columbus  Grove,  Putnam  Co., 
Ohio;  George  F.,  who  also  makes  his  home  with 
our  subject;  Lincoln  Hamlin,  who  lives  in  Troy 
township;  and  Lucinda,  who  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  April,  1886. 

Orren  W.  Foster  was  reared  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys,  aiding  in  the  labors  of  the 
field,  and  securing  such  an  education  as  the  dis- 
I trict  schools  of  the  neighborhood  afforded  in 
| those  days.  With  the  exception  of  a short  time 
spent  as  conductor  on  a street  car  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  his  entire  life  has  been  devoted  to  agri- 
l cultural  pursuits,  and  he  and  his  brother,  D.  D., 

: now  own  and  operate  the  old  homestead  of 
eighty  acres,  which  is  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
j vation.  Ide  has  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in 
threshing.  In  1879,  in  Defiance  county,  Ohio, 

1 he  married  Miss  Caroline  Hanna,  who  was  born 
there  to  Hezekiah  and  Mary  (Borman  Hanna, 
the  former  a native  of  Fairfield  county,  the  latter 
of  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  in  the  former  of  which 
they  were  married.  At  an  early  day  her  par- 
j ents  located  in  win  t was  then  Williams  county, 

I but  is  now  Defiance  county.  Ohio,  where  the 
! father  cleared  and  developed  a tract  of  wild  land. 
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on  which  he  died  in  1874.  Later  his  wife  came 
to  Troy  township,  Wood  county,  where  she 
passed  away  in  1S92.  Their  household  included 
six  children:  Rhoda  Jane,  wife  of  G.  W. 

Strawser.  of  Steuben  county,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Matthews,  of  Webb,  Wood  county;  Daniel,  a 
resident  of  Steuben  county,  Ind.,  who  enlisted  in 
Defiance  county,  in  1862,  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany D.  48th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  until  May, 
1866;  Caroline,  honored  wife  of  our  subject; 
Orlando,  of  Steuben  county,  Ind. ; and  John,  who 
makes  his  home  at  Pleasant  Lake,  Steuben  coun- 
ty, Indiana. 

Mr.  Foster  brought  his  bride  to  his  home  in 
Troy  township,  and  as  they  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  they  have  adopted  a daughter,  Maud, 
at  this  writing  aged  seventeen.  He  has  assisted 
in  the  construction  of  roads  through  his  section 
ofMhe  county,  and  otherwise  materially  aided  in 
advancing  its  welfare.  His  vote  is  cast  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  has  efficiently  served 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  education.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Honor  Lodge,  at 
Stony  Ridge.  He  and  his  worth)'  wife  are  sin- 
cere and  earnest  Christians,  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church  of  Lemoyne,  Wood 
county,  of  which  he  has  served  as  trustee  and 
treasurer,  and  of  which  he  is  now  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Mrs.  Foster  was  for  twenty- 
three  terms  a successful  teacher  in  Defiance 
county. 

J.  H.  Kuhlman,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of 
Portage  township,  is  a native  of  Wood  county, 
born  September  25,  1S68,  in  P'reedom  township, 
about  a mile  and  a half  northwest  of  Pember- 
ville,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  about  a mile 
and  a half  south  of  that  city.  The  birth  of  his 
father,  Fred  W.  Kuhlman,  occurred  in  West 
Kilver,  Herford,  Prussia,  November  2,  1833, 
and  in  Germany  he  wedded  Anna  M.  Nolte,  a 
native  of  that  country  born  May  25,  1832.  In 
July,  1867,  they  started  for  the  New  World,  ac- 
companied by  their  two  children — Kate  and 
Mary.  In  the  Fatherland  Mr.  Kuhlman  had  al- 
ways worked  as  a common  laborer,  so  that  on 
his  arrival  here  he  had  no  capital,  and  his  first 
home  in  the  county  was  a small  house  which  he 
rented  of  Casper  Kuschman,  a large  land  owner. 
J.  PI.  Nolte,  a maternal  uncle  of  our  subject, 
had  come  to  the  United  States  before  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  during  that  war  was  drafted  on  two 
different  occasions,  each  time  hiring  a substitute. 
He  also  earned  the  money  which  brought  Mr. 
Kuhlman  and  his  family  from  New  York  Citv  to 
Toledo,  Ohio.  They  were  seven  weeks  in  cross- 


ing the  ocean,  and  on  landing  were  without 
means  to  carry  them  farther  on  their  journey. 

After  remaining  a short  time  in  Toledo,  the 
I father  then  engaged  work  as  a farm  hand  near 
; Pemberville,  but  later  removed  his  family  to 
Freedom  township,  where  he  rented  land.  In 
1SS7  he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Section 
| 2,  Portage  township,  the  place  on  which  our  sub- 
ject now  resides.  There  the  father  passed  away 
May  1,  1894,  and  was  laid  by  the  side  of  his 
wife  in  Rochester  cemetery.  Her  death  had  oc- 
curred March  5,  1893.  They  were  highly  re- 
spected people,  and  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  The  family  consisted  of  the  following 
children:  Kate,  a dressmaker,  of  Toledo,  Ohio; 

Mary,  who  died  in  childhood;  j.  FI.,  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch;  Anna  at  home;  and  Henry  and 
Frederick  PL,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  both  the  Eng- 
lish and  German  languages,  and  has  remained 
upon  the  home  farm  during  his  entire  life,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Toledo, 
Ohio.  Since  his  father's  death  he  has  had 
charge  of  the  homestead,  and,  besides  gen- 
eral farming,  devotes  considerable  attention  to 
stock  raising,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with  excel- 
lent success.  He  has  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings, and  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Portage  township,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citizens. 
His  political  support  is  usually  given  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  though  he  is  not  bound  by  party 
ties,  and  in  1895  he  was  elected  assessor  of  his 
township. 

W.  M.  Wickham  is  president  of  the  Cham- 
pion Oil  Company,  which  was  established  in 
1894,  and  began  operations  in  Freedom  town- 
ship, Wrood  county,  near  the  Sandusky  count) 
line,  where  they  have  opened  up  two  wells  that 
are  still  flowing.  P'ive  men  compose  the  com- 
pany, S.  P.  Hathaway  being  secretary-treasurer. 
On  coming  to  Wood  county,  in  June,  1893.  our 
subject  located  at  Luckey,  where  he  served  as 
agent  for  the  Toledo  & Ohio  Central  railroad, 
and  also  dealt  quite  extensively  in  grain  and 
stock.  Previous  to  this  time  he  had  been  em- 
ployed by  the  same  road  for  three  years  at 
McCutchenville,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Wickham  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Crawford  county,  in  1858,  and  is  a son  of  \\  d- 
\ lard  and  Phoebe  (Pennington  Wickham,  the 
■ former  a native  of  New  York,  the  latter  of  \ n - 
ginia.  In  1836,  the  father  had  located  in  Craw- 
ford county,  where  he  was  married,  and  where 
I he  still  resides,  a widower,  his  wife  having 
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died  there  in  i88g.  Seven  of  their  ten  chil-  j 
dren  are  still  living,  namely:  G.  W. , of  Craw-  I 
ford  county,  who  there  enlisted  in  1861  in 
the  123rd  O.  V.  ].,  and,  after  a three-years’  j 
service,  he  became  a veteran  of  the  same 
company  and  regiment;  Mrs.  Maggie.  Hoffman,  : 
of  Crawford  county;  M.  W.,  who  belonged  to  the 
one-hundred-days’  service  during  the  Rebellion, 
and  now  makes  his  home  in  Crawford  county; 
Anson,  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Mary  Banks,  of 
Crawford  county;  \V.  H.,  a physician  and  sur- 
geon of  Sycamore,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio;  and 
W.  M. 

After  attending  the  schools  of  Crawford  coun- 
ty, our  subject  took  a scientific  course  in  the 
Otterbein  University,  at  Westerville,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  June,  1883,  and  then  began 
teaching  in  his  native  county.  He  was.  after- 
ward employed  in  the  graded  schools  of  Melmore, 
Seneca  county,  and  Deunquat,  Wyandot  county, 
being  for  about  fifteen  years  a teacher  in  those  j 
three  counties.  For  a time  he  then  studied  law  ; 
at  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  but  as  his  health  began  to  fail,  ; 
he  secured  a position  as  traveling  salesman  in  In-  j 
diana,  Illinois  and  Ohio.  Not  liking  that  busi- 
ness, however,  he  learned  telegraphy  at  Sycamore, 
Ohio,  in  the  office  of  the  Toledo  & Ohio  Central 
railroad,  by  which  he  was  employed  until  coming  ; 
to-  Luckey,  in  June,  1893.  In  1895,  'n  his  j 
native  county,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  j 
Biggs,  who  was  born  in  Wyandot  county,  and  is 
a daughter  of  John  and  Emily  (Longwell)  Biggs,  | 
the  former  a native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter  : 
of  New  jersey,  but  in  this  State  they  were  mar-  : 
ried,  and  became  early  settlers  of  Wyandot 
county.  The  father  died  in  Traverse  City,  , 
Mich.,  in  1S95,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
and  there  his  widow  still  resides.  In  1883,  Mr. 
Wickham  served  as  class  president  at  Wester-  j 
ville,  Ohio,  and  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest 
in  educational  matters.  Socially,  he  holds  mem- 
bership with  Blendon  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. 

j 

Silas  Powell,  a worthy  representative  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Henry  township,  was 
born  March  6,  1857,  in  Eagle  township,  Han- 
cock Co.,  Ohio.  His  father,  Ben  Powell,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  when  a child  of 
four  years  he  was  brought  to  Ohio,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Eagle  township,  Hancock  coun- 
ty. He  is  now  living  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres 
there.  His  father,  Daniel  Powell,  had  entered  a 
large  tract  of  land  from  the  government,  and 
when  his  son  Ben  grew  to  manhood  gave  him 
the  eighty-acre  tract.  The  latter  was  married 
in  Hancock  county,  to  Mary  Jane  England,  a i 


native  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  They  had 
children  as  follows:  Lewis,  a farmer  of  Hancock 

county;  Mary  jane,  at  home;  Martin,  who  died 
in  1S92;  Sarah  Ellen,  wife  of  Jacob  Crossley,  ol 
Hancock  count)’;  Charles,  who  died  in  1891; 
Amanda,  wife  of  Thomas  Fox,  of  Hancock 
county;  Idella,  wife  of  Roy  Nepper,  of  Hancock 
county;  and  Silas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and  was 
reared  as  a farmer,  but  has  followed  both  black- 
smithing  and  carpentering,  having  learned  both 
pursuits  without  aid.  At  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage he  located  on  a farm  in  his  native  county, 
which  he  operated  until  coming  to  Wood  county 
in  November,  1885.  Having  sold  his  other 
property  he  here  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Section  31,  Henry  township,  of  which  all  but  ten 
acres  was  covered  with  timber.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  only  eight  acres  unimproved.  He 
has  tiled  and  fenced  the  place,  planted  a good 
orchard,  erected  a comfortable  home,  and  now 
has  one  of  the  finely-developed  farms  of  Wood 
county. 

In  Hancock  county,  Mr.  Powell  was  joined 
in  wedlock,  December  26,  18S2,  with  Miss 

Clara  Loy,  who  was  born  in  Eagle  township, 
Hancock  county,  August  17,  1862.  Three  chil- 
dren grace  this  union:  Melvin  Ray,  Cora  and 

Hazel.  Mr.  Powell  is  a Democrat,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing as  trustee,  to  which  position  he  was  elected 
in  the  spring  of  1S93;  socially,  he  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Hoytville.  He 
is  well  known  throughout  the  locality,  where  his 
manv  excellencies  of  character,  and  his  sterling 
worth,  have  gained  for  him  high  regard. 

Isaac  Zimmerman.  Many  of  the  leading  cit- 
izens of  this  county  have  served  their  country 
during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  making  a 
record  honorable  and  glorious.  One  of  these  brave 
“boys”  is  now  a farmer  of  Portage  township, 
and  is  highly  respected  as  a representative  of  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  Wood  county.  He  was 
born  in  Webster  township,  December  25,  1S45. 
and  is  a son  of  William  and  Isabel  (Householder1 
Zimmerman,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia,  and 
the  latter  of  Ohio.  From  Pennsylvania  the 
father  came  to  the  Buckeye  State,  becoming  an 
early  settler  of  Webster  township.  Wood  count)  , 
but  he  and  his  wife  have  both,  passed  away. 

Until  his  enlistment  in  the  Union  army.  Isaac 
Zimmerman  remained  under  the  parental  roof, 
securing  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Webster  township,  and  by  one  term’s  attendance 
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at  a select  school  taught  by  Alfred  Kelley.  On 
July  io,  1S63,  he  became  a member  of  Company 
L,  2nd  O.  H.  A.,  and  from  Camp  Dennison  went 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  was  assigned  to  his 
regiment.  The  first  active  engagement  in  which 
he  participated  was  at  Strawberry  Plains,  and 
from  that  time  he  remained  with  his  command 
continuously  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He 
was  discharged  at  Nashville,  Tenn. , August  23, 
1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  Wood  count)', 
and  began  business  for  himself  as  a farm  hand. 
In  September,  1868,  in  Webster  township,  Mr. 
Zimmerman  was  married  to  Miss  Hulda  Tefft, 
who  was  born  in  Bloom  township,  Wood  county, 
April  1,  1848,  one  of  the  family  of  eight  children 
- — four  sons  and  four  daughters — born  to  William 
and  Jane  (Baird)  Tefft.  Her  father  owned  and 
operated  a sawmill  in  this  county.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zimmer- 
man: Cora,  who  became  the  wife  of  ].  E.  i 
Shinew,  and  died  in  Center  township,  Wood  j 
county;  a daughter  who  died  in  infancy;  and  j 
Asher  and  Charles,  both  at  home. 

For  a time  Mr.  Zimmerman  rented  land  in  his  j 
native  township,  and  then  purchased  fifty  acres 
of  timberland  in  Section  9,  Center  township,  the 
improvements  consisting  of  only  log  buildings,  j 
Although  he  secured  the  land  on  easy  terms,  it 
required  considerable  effort  to  meet  the  pay- 
ments, as  the  land  was  all  wild.  He  later  owned  j 
another  farm  in  Center  township,  in  Section  34; 
but  in  1 S90  he  removed  to  his  present  place,  which 
constitutes  fifty-nine  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land  in  Section  6,  Portage  township.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  farm,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  and  best 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  has  always  led 
an  honest,  honorable  life,  is  ever  ready  to  extend 
a helping  hand  to  the  needy,  and  is  held  in  de- 
servedly high  repute  by  all  in  the  township. 
Until  1884  he  was  a Republican  in  politics,  but 
now  is  a strong  supporter  of  the  Peoples  party. 
With  Wiley  Post  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio,  he  holds  membership. 

Fred  J.  Matzinger,  a prominent  lumber 
dealer  of  Perrysburg,  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
being  the  youngest  man  now  conducting  an  in- 
dependent business  of  any  magnitude  there.  He 
is  a native  of  that  town,  born  October  5,  1872. 

Our  subject's  father,  the  late  Joseph  Matzin- 
ger, came  from  Switzerland  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  and  after  making  an  extensive  prospecting 
tour  settled  in  Perrysburg,  where,  he  opened  a 
furniture  factory,  which  he  carried  on  until  his 
death,  in  1873.  He  was  a devout  Methodist  in 


; religious  faith,  and  in  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  never  failing  to  show  an  intelligent 
| interest  in  all  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  his 
| adopted  country.  He  married  Miss  Amelia  Eber- 
ly , a native  of  Perrysburg,  who  survives  him, 
with  their  only  child,  our  subject.  Fred  J.  Mat- 
zinger received  an  excellent  education  in  his  earlv 
youth,  supplementing  his  studies  in  the  public 
school  with  a course  at  Cleary  College,  Ypsi- 
lanti,  Mich.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1889. 
He  then  obtained  employment  at  Jackson, 
Mich.,  in  a sash,  door  and  blind  factory,  and 
familiarized  himself  with  the  lumber  business 
in  general."  On  January  22,  1894,  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  business  in  his  native  town, 
opening  a lumber  yard,  where  he  has  already  de- 
veloped an  extensive  trade.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity;  in  politics  is  a Republic- 
an, and  is  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  young 
men  of  the  community,  his  early  demonstrated 
ability  and  energy  giving  him  influence  unusual 
for  one  of  his  years. 

Elias  Hanely  is  one  of  the  most  genial  and 
wholesouled  men  of  Wood  county,  and  in  Sec- 
tion 34,  Lake  township,  has  built  up  a fine  home- 
stead. Plis  tastes  have  always  inclined  him  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful in  his  life  work.  A native  of  Lancaster 
county,  Penn.,  he  was  born  September  30,  1S17. 
at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Michael  and  Susanna 
(Stoner)  Hanely,  who  were  born  in  the  same 
county,  the  former  in  1793,  and  the  latter  in 
1795.  There  they  were  .reared  and  married, 
and  in  1830  brought  their  family  to  Stark  county. 
Ohio,  where  the  father  opened  up  a farm  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  on  which  he  died  in 
1S65.  The  mother's  death  occurred  in  Defiance 
county,  Ohio,  in  1884.  Our  subject  was  the 
eldest  in  their  family;  of  the  others,  we  haw- 
record  of  the  following:  Moses,  who,  for  many 

years  resided  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  where 
!"  he  died  in  1S93;  John,  who  died  in  Stark  county. 

| in  1861;  Jonas,  a resident  of  Troy  township 
Wood  county;  and  Andrew,  who  makes  his  home- 
in  Defiance  county. 

When  thirteen  years  of  age,  Elias  Hanely  ac- 
! companied  his  parents  to  Ohio,  and,  in  Stark 
county,  completed  his  education,  which  w...> 
1 begun  in  Pennsylvania.  There  he  remained,  until 
1846.  the  year  of  his  arrival  in  Wood  county, 
locating  in  Lake  township,  when  the  neart-t 
market  was  at  Perrysburg,  and  purchased  !'•<■ 
acres  of  wild  land  covered  with  dense  forest 
1 He  battled  bravely  for  a number  ol  years  witn 
; the  elements  of  a new  soil,  and,  looking  upon 
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his  possession  to-day,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  j 
state  that  he  has  made  good  use  of  his  time,  ! 
and  been  remarkably  fortunate.  The  land  has  | 
been  brought  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  * 
and  yields  rich  harvests  in  abundance.  In  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  in  1844,  Mr.  Hanely  was  i 
married  to  Miss  Susanna  Shriner,  a native  of 
Stark  county,  where  her  parents,  john  and  Mary 
(Hoover)  Shriner,  located  in  1829.  They  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  passed  their  last  days 
in  Ashland  county,  this  State.  The  home  to 
which  our  subject  brought  his  wife  in  this  county 
_ was  a log  house;  but  there  they  passed  many 
happy  days.  For  forty-seven  years  they  trav- 
eled life’s  journey  together,  sharing  in  its  joys 
and  sorrows,  adversity  and  prosperity;  but  in 
J une,  1891,  the  loving  wife  ‘was  called  to  her 
final  home.  Of  their  union  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (1)  Mary  Ann  is  the  wife  of  i 

of  Joseph  Crago,  of  Lake  township:  (2)  Samuel 
married  Elizabeth  Myers,  by  whom  he  has  eleven  j 
children — William,  Albert,  Libbie,  Laura,  Elias. 
Bertha,  Pearl,  Mary,  Walter,  Herman  and  Stella; 
(3)  Andrew  wedded  Caroline  Crago,  and  they 
have  five  children — Roland,  Grover,  Bessie,  Ed- 
die and  Chester;  (4)  Fiana  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Baker,  of  Lake  township,  and  they  have  one 
child  now  living — Alice;  '(5)  john,  also  a resident  j 
of  Lake  township,  married  Sabine  Schwemley, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children — 
Dora,  Clarence,  and  Frances. 

For  over  half  a century  Mr.  Hanely  has  been 
a resident  of  Wood  county,  during  which  time  ! 
he  has  watched  with  interest  the  wonderful 
changes  that  have  taken  place,  and  assisted  ma- 
terially in  its  development.  He  is  now,  proba-  ; 
bly,  the  oldest  settler  in  Lake  township,  where 
he  has  gained  many  warm  friends,  and  ail  respect 
and  honor  him  for  his  sterling  worth.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  Stony  Ridge.  He  has  been  super- 
visor, and  for  several  terms  has  served  as  trustee 
of  the  township,  and,  in  politics,  he  votes  inde- 
pendently. 

William  Cakis,  a representative,  self-made  ,• 
farmer,  of  Portage  township,  is  an  Ohioan  by 
birth,  having  first  seen  the  light  January  17, 
1820,  in  Brown  township,  Carroll  county. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Susan- 
nah (Baughman)  Caris,  were  both  from  North-  ! 
urnberland  county,  Penn.,  and  in  pioneer  days  ; 
migrated  to  Ohio,  where  they  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  useful  lives.  I11  1849  they  set-  . 
tied  in  Liberty  township,  Crawford  county,  where 
the  father  purchased  120  acres  of  paitially-irn- 


proved  land,  and  he  died  on  that  farm  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years,  Mrs.  Caris  living  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-five.  They  had  a family  of 
ten  children.  William  being  the  second  youngest. 
During  his  youth  he  attended  the  primitive  log 
schools  then  in  vogue,  with  their  rude  benches 
and  other  simple  appliances,  and  he  approves 
heartily  of  the  numerous  improvements  that  have 
been  made  in  the  public-school  system.  He  was 
thoroughly  trained  to  agriculture  on  the  home 
farm,  and  lived  with  his  parents  up  to  the  age  of 
thirty-three  years.  In  1850  he  was  married,  in 
Crawford  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Catherine  Heck- 
ard,  and  ten  years  later  removed  to  Portage 
township,  Wood  county,  on  land  which  he  had 
bought  and  paid  for  two  years  previously.  The 
farm  consisted  of  eighty  acres  of  swampy  ground 
lying  in  Section  34,  the  nearest  road  on  the  east 
at  that  time  being  two  and  one-half  miles  distant, 
and,  on  the  west,  three  miles  distant.  He  cut  the 
first  road  to  his  farm,  which  was  then  all  in  the 
woods,  and  he  was  obliged  to  cut  away  enough 
trees  to  make  room  for  his  dwelling,  a plank 
house.  It  took  three  yoke  of  oxen  to  haul  their 
household  goods  from  Jerry  City.  Mr.  Caris  at 
once  set  to  work  to  improve  this  land,  and  he 
has  drained  it  and  brought  it  to  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  working  incessantly  to  convert  the 
place  into  a comfortable  property.  He  has 
erected  every  building  that  stands  on  the  place, 
and  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  thrifty  appear- 
ance and  general  air  of  neatness  and  prosperity. 
In  spite  of  the  many  years  of  hard  labor  which 
he  has  devoted  to  farming,  Mr.  Caris  is  a well- 
preserved  man,  and  he  has  won  the  esteem  of  all 
by  his  industry  and  uprightness. 

To  William  and  Catherine  Caris  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Eliza  (Mrs.  Christ  Aum- 
augher),  of  Portage  township;  Elizabeth  1 Mrs. 
William  Dusler),  of  Liberty  township;  Oliver, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Daniel,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years;  Susan 
(Mrs.  John  Tippit),  of  Portage;  Philip,  of  Port- 
age township;  and  Jane  (Mrs.  Lincoln  Wickard), 
of  Jerry  City.  The  mother  of  these  was  called 
to  her  long  home  February  19,  1894,  and  for  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Caris  wedded  Mrs.  Sarah  ( Fav- 
lor)  Soule,  widow  of  C.  C.  Soul  2;  she  is  a native 
of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  John  anil 
Sarah  ( Pritchard ) Faylor,  who  came  to  Wood 
county  when  she  was  only  a child.  Our  subject 
is  a Republican  in  political  sentiment.  He  has 
been  an  active  man  in  his  community,  an  ! has 
served  faithfully  as  trustee  and,  supervisor  of  ins 
township,  for  over  twenty-five  years  as  school 
director  of  District  No.  6,  and  for  a number  of 


V f 

' 

' 

- >;■  ,10Z\V 

■ 

1 7/  . 

. < • ;.i  .1  " ' 


Vi-2-2 


MOOD  COUNTY , OHIO. 


years  as  clerk  cl  the  district.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a member,  of  the  Liberal  U.  B. 
Church . 

H.  E.  Leedy.  Among  the  agriculturists  of 
Wood  county  who  are  numbered  among  Ohio’s 
native  sons  is  this  gentleman,  whose  birth,  oc- 
curred in  Knox  county,  August  21,  1S4S,  his 

parents  being  Jacob  and  Susanna  fBostater) 
Leedy.  Elis  father  was  a native  of  Bedford 
county,  Penn.,  and  during  bis  boyhood  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Knox  county,  where  the 
^ grandfather,  Abraham  Leedy,  purchased  land, 
and  had,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Soo  acres  of 
very  rich  land.  Jacob  Leedy  succeeded  his 
father  on  this  place,  and  there  lived  until  remov- 
ing to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  in  the  early  '50s. 
He  purchased  120  acres  of  land  six  miles  from 
Lostoria,  and  later  added  seventy-five  acres, 
which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  his  death, 
October  20,  1872.  His  widow  is  now  living  with 
her  children.  The  family  record  is  as  follows: 
Aaron,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ezra,  who  married 
Alice  Need,  and  is  living  on  the  old  homestead; 
H.  L. ; L avinia,  who  became  the  wife  of  George 
Ruch,  and  died  at  West  Independence,  Ohio; 
Mary,  wife  of  Abraham  Bowers,  of  West  Inde- 
pendence; Elijah,  who  wedded  Mary  Crocker, 
and  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Hancock 
county,  and  Byron,  who  married  Ella  Bowers, 
and  makes  his  home  in  Independence,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Leedy,  of  this  review,  was  a child  of 
seven  summers  when  he  went  with  his  parents  to 
Hancock  county.  There  he  attended  school 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  after  which 
he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  his  marriage. 
On  the  13th  of  June,  1872,  in  Seneca  count}’, 
Ohio,  Mr.  Leedy  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Mary  J.  Lawhead,  who  was  born  in  that  countv 
July  28,  1851,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  W. 
and  Catherine  (I)ieblev)  Lawhead,  the  former  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Canton, 
Ohio.  They  were  married  in  Hancock  county, 
and  afterward  removed  to  Seneca  county,  where 
the  father  purchased  120  acres  of  land,  also  120 
acres  near  Freeport,  Ohio.  His  death  occurred 
about  the  year  1 888,  and  that  of  his  wife  J uly  2 1 , 
1891.  The  former  had  one  son  by  a first  mar- 
riage— William.  The  children  of  the  second 
marriage  were  Ella,  Lewis  and  Elmer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leedy  began  their  domestic 
life  on  a rented  farm,  and  in  the  spring  of  1874 
removed  to  Seneca  county,  where  thev  also 
rented  land  until  the  fall  of  1S78.  In  February, 
1879,  they  emigrated  to  Missouri,  and  rented  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Vernon  county,  where  they 


remained  until  October  following,  when  they  re- 
turned to  Ohio.  Mrs.  Leedy  and  her  children 
accomplished  the  journey  by  rail,  while  Mr. 
Leedy  drove  across  the  country,  reaching  Inde- 
pendence, Ohio,  on  the  5th  of  November,  1879. 
He  there  rented  a house  until  the  following 
spring,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
160  acres  in  Liberty  township,  Wood  count}, 
removing  his  family  to  this  place  April  12,  1880. 

; He  has  since  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
is  a substantial  farmer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leedy  have  three  chiidren- 
Clara,  born  September  16,  1873;  May,  born 

October  9;  1881;  and  Verda  Cleo,  born  July  2, 
1891.  The  parents  are  active  workers  and  faith- 
ful members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Leedy  is  a Democrat.  He  has 
served  as  township  trustee  for  nine  years,  and 
assessor  for  one  term,  discharging  his  duties  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Samuel  Shook,  a worthy  and  honored  repre- 
sentative of  the  early  pioneers  of  Wood  county, 
is  a true  type  of  the  energetic,  hardy,  and  cour- 
ageous men  who  actively  assisted  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  region.  Deer  and  other  wild  game 
had  not  yet  fled  before  the  advancing  steps  of 
civilization,  and  most  of  'the  land  was  still  in  its 
primitive  condition.  In  the  transformation  that 
has  taken  place,  he  has  born  an  important  part, 
and  is  now  numbered  among  the  prominent  farm- 
ers of  Troy  township,  residing  at  Stony  Ridge. 

Born  in  Franklin  county,  Penn.,  in  1831,  our 
subject  is  a son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Koon)  Shook, 
also  natives  of  that  county  where  the  father  car- 
ried on  farming.  In  1S55  they  came  to  Troy 
township,  Wood  county,  where  the  father  died 
about  1868,  and  his  excellent  wife  in  1873. 
Their  family  consisted  of  these  children : Joseph, 
who  arrived  in  Troy  township  about  1850,  was  a 
i merchant  of  Stony  Ridge,  where  he  died  in  1892; 
Mrs.  Ann  Stoner  died  in  that  township  in  1S80; 
Catherine  is  the  deceased  wife  of  James  Mc- 
Cutchen,  Sr. ; Mrs.  Polly  File  has  also  passed 
away;  Samuel  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Martin  is 
a merchant  of  Stony  Ridge;  John,  a resident  of 
Lake  township,  Wood  county,  enlisted  in  Tro\ 
township  duringthe  Civil  war,  and  served  until  its 
close;  and  Mrs.  Fannie  Newcomb  makes  her 
j home  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  received  the  benefits  of  a common- 
! school  education  in  his  native  county,  ami  was 
j otherwise  fitted  for  the  battle  of  life.  In  1848 
he  left  Pennsylvania  for  Mansfield.  Richlan  i t 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  a year,  at  the  e\- 
1 piration  of  which  time  lie  located  in  Stony  Ridm  . 
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Wood  county.  For  about  ten  years  he  was  there 
engaged  at  his  trades  of  plastering  and  brick 
laying,  and  from  1S72  until  1882  conducted  the 
“Empire  House."  He  then  erected  a two-story 
brick  store  building,  where  for  some  eleven  years 
he  carried  on  the  grocery  business,'  but  now  de- 
votes his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  his  fine  farm  in  Tro}’ 
township. 

At  Sylvania,  Mich.,  in  1850,  Mr.  Shook  mar- 
ried Miss  Clarissa  Smith,  a native  of  Perrysburg, 
Wood  county,  and  a daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Huldah  (Alger)  Smith,  the  former  born  in  Kings- 
ton, R.  I.,  October  19,  1789,  but  reared  in  New 
York,  and  the  latter  born  June  17,  1792,  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were  married  October 
29,  1812.  About  February,  1817,  the  parents 
removed  to  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  where  they  re- 
sided until  coming  to  Perrysburg  in  1S30.  In 
connection  with  the  manufacture  of  brick,  the 
father  al  so  fol  lowed  farming  in  Wood  county, 
and  in  1835  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Stony  Ridge,  where  he  died  August  16,  1858. 
There  his  wife  also  spent  her  last  days,  dying  in 
January,  1879.  Irl  their  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren: Lucy,  now  Mrs.  Julius  Blum,  of  Perrys- 

burg, Ohio;  Maria,  who  died  in  New  York, 
February  10,  1817,  when  a young  girl;  lohn 
Lee,  who  died  of  cholera  at  Stony  Ridge,  in 
1854;  Joshua  V.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Stony 
Ridge;  Jacob,  who  died  at  Lemoyne,  Wood 
county,  January  1,  1 S65 ; Elizabeth,  who  became 
the  wife  of  DeWitt  Van  Camp,  and  died  at 
Stony  Ridge  in  1885;  and  Clarissa,  wife  of  our 
subject.  Two  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shook:  Amos  C.,  who  wedded  Frances 
Marsh,  by  whom  he  has  four  children — Agnes, 
Jennie,  Ruby,  and  Lee,  and  resides  at  Stony 
Ridge;  and  Emeiine,  wife  of  Noah  Bean,  of 
Stony  Ridge,  by  whom  she  has  three  children — 
George  C. , Della  and  Ethel. 

Though  not  an  active  politician.  Mr.  Shook 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party  as  his  sentiments 
and  beliefs  dictate,  and  has  served  two  years 
both  as  trustee  and  assessor  of  his  township,  and 
as  postmaster  of  Stony  Ridge.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  grcatlv 
esteemed  in  their  community,  as  representing 
the  best  type  of  its  moral  and  social  element. 


William  S.  Bryant.  Two  qualities  which 
| are  absolutely  essential  to  success  are  industn 
I and  energy,  and  these  our  subject  possessess  in  a 
tj  high  degree.  Thus  he  has  worked  his  way  up- 
ward  until  to-day  he  is  numbered  among  the 


substantial  farmers  and  respected  citizens  of 
Wood  county.  He  was  born  in  Findlay  town- 
ship, Hancock  county,  October  18,  1 S 5 7,  and  is 
a son  of  George  \V.  Bryant,  a native  of  New 
York,  who  in  his  boyhood  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Hancock  county.  In  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  he  married  Isabel  Kemp,  and  located  in 
Findlay.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
2 1st  O.  V.  I.,  and  afterward  joined  the  5th  Ohio 
Regiment.  He  died  in  the  service  at  Louisville, 
Ky. , of  an  attack  of  smallpox.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bryant  were  born  three  children:  Sarah  Jane, 

wife  of  J.  H.  Lamb,  of  Henry  township;  George 
W. , a farmer -of  Hardin  county,  Ohio;  and  Will- 
iam S.  The  mother  is  still  living  in  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Findlay  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
He  there  learned  the  trade  of  carriage  painting, 
which  he  followed  some  fourteen  years,  when, 
with  the  capital  he  had  acquired  through  his 
own  industry  and  frugality,  he  bought  an  interest 
in  the  business.  A year  later,  however,  he  sold 
out,  removing  to  Marseilles,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  carried  on  a paint  shop  for  two  years. 
Failing  health  then  necessitating  his  retirement 
from  that  business,  he  came  to  Henry  township, 
W7ood  county,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
timber  land  that  he  has  since  transformed  into  a 
comfortable  home.  He  afterward  purchased 
sixty  acres  additional,  but  now  owns  eighty  acres, 
all  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  the  accessories  and  conveniences  of  a model 
farm. 

On  October  3,  1881,  in  Henry  township,  Mr. 
Bryant  married  Miss  Mary  Helbrick,  who  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  November  1, 
1 S 5 (5,  and  they  have  four  children:  Grade,  born 

June  17,  18S2;  Scott  Le  Roy,  born  April  22, 
1884;  William,  born  November  6,  1888,  and 
died  January  14,  1889;  and  Ruth  Jane,  born 
September  6,  1S90.  Mr.  Bryant  is  a stalwart 
Republican,  and  has  served  as  school  director  for 
six  years  and  supervisor  for  three  years,  but  has 
by  no  means  been  an  office  seeker.  He  holds 
membership  with  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

W.  M.  Amos  is  one  of  the  leading  and  influ- 
ential business  men  of  Portage,  carrving  on  a 
first-class  meat  market  there.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising and  progressive  citizen,  and  his  pleasant 
and  genial  manner  has  won  him  a large  c i r ole  of 
friends,  while  his  honorable  dealing  has  secured 
him  a liberable  patronage. 

Mr.  Amos  is  numbered  among  the  native  sons 
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of  Wood  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Portage  township,  April  25,  1861.  He  is  one  of 
ten  children  whose  parents  were  Michael  and  j 
Theresa  (Brackey)  Amos.  This  family  numbers  j 
Michael  and  Philip,  both  of  whom  carry  on  agri-  I 
cultural  pursuits  in  Portage  township;  John  and  j 
Katie,  twins,  who  died  in  childhood;  Anthony,  a J 
farmer  of  Center  township;  W.  M. ; Charles,  who 
carries  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  Portage  town-  I 
ship;  Mary,  wife  of  Manuel  Helm,  of  Portage  i 
township;  and  a son  and  daughter  who  died  before 
the  recollection  of  our  subject. 

- W.  M.  Amos  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  near  his  home,  and  was  reared  as 
a farmer  boy,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof 
and  giving  to  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  services  | 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  then  as-  ; 
sumed  the  management  of  the  old  home  place,  • 
which  he  operated  for  nine  years.  His  father 
also  gave  him  forty  acres  of  land  in  Portage  town- 
ship, which  he  afterward  traded  for  another  forty  ; 
acres  in  the  same  township,  paying  $1,000  addi- 
^ tional.  His  second  farm  he  afterward  exchanged 
for  a tract  of  similar  size  in  Portage  township, 
and  on  selling  this  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  im- 
proved land  in  Center  township.  He  continued 
to  operate  all  these  different  farms  in  connection 
with  the  improvement  of  the  old  homestead.  In 
1 893,  however,  he  sold  his  farming  land,  and  pur-  j 
chased  a meat  market  in  Portage,  where  he  has 
since  carried  on  business.  During  the  first  year 
he  was  associated  in  partnership  with  Wili  John- 
son, but,  buying  out  his  interest,  has  since  been 
alone.  He  has  a well-conducted  establishment. 
He  is  a man  of  excellent  business  and  executive  t 
ability,  and  carries  forward  to  completion  what- 
ever he  undertakes.  Perseverance  and  energy  are  1 
his  chief  characteristics,  and  have  brought  to  him 
a very  comfortable  competence. 

Mr.  Amos  was  married  in  Portage  township,  ! 
Wood  county,  March  14,  188G,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Mima  Ulis,  who  was  born  in 
Crawford  county,  Ohio,  November  27,  iSGS.and 
is  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susan  (Helm)  Ulis.  ! 
Five  children  graced  this  union,  but  Clyde  and 
Samuel,  the  eldest  and  youngest,  have  passed 
away.  Those  still  at  home  are  Jesse,  Paul  and 
Oscar. 

A.  L.  Pollard,  an  influential  citizen  of  Port- 
age township,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
May  3,  1856,  in  Lawrence  county,  son  of  Abner 
and  Anna  (Wymer)  Pollard.  The  family  came 
to  Perry  township,  Wood  county,  when  our  sub- 
ject was  about  nine  years  old,  and,  in  about  1871 , . 
settled  in  Portage  township,  at  Six  Points,  where  ; 


the  mother  died,  and  the  father  still  makes  his 
home.  Of  their  family  A.  L.  Pollard  was  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth,  and  the  eldest  son. 

During  his  boyhood  Mr.  Pollard  attended  the 
district  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
also  received  a thorough  training  in  agriculture, 
which  he  has  followed  more  or  less  all  his  life. 
When  he  came  to  Six  Points  this  region  was  still 
a wilderness,  and  the  site  of  his  present  store 
was  then  in  the  midst  of  a forest.  He  remained 
at  home  until  his  marriage,  at  that  time  locating 
on  eighty  acres  of  land  at  Six  Points,  later  re- 
moving to  Jerry  City,  in  Portage  township,  and 
finally  settling  on  his  present  place,  which  con- 
sists of  thirty-six  acres  of  good  land  at  Six  Points. 
In  July,  18S9,  he  established  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness which  he  has  ever  since  conducted  with  well- 
deserved  success,  and  during  his  business  career 
he  has  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact  for  fair  dealing  and 
honest  methods.  He  is  a self-made  man  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word,  the  comfortable  property 
and  home  which  he  now  possesses  having  all  been 
acquired  by  his  own  efforts. 

In  March,  18S0,  Mr.  Pollard  was  married  to 
Miss  Abbie  Bisbee,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bisbee, 
and  she  died  and  was  buried  in  Mount  Zion  cem- 
etery. For  his  second  wife  our  subject  wedded 
Miss  Hannah  Brand,  who  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Michael  Brand,  and 
six  children  have  come  to  this  union,  as  follows: 
Arthur  L. , Lucy  M.,  Raymond,  Luther  (who 
died  in  infancy),  Bessie,  and  Zella.  Mr.  Pollard 
is  a life-long  Republican,  and,  though  he.  takes 
an  interest  in  public  affairs,  he  is  not  active  ex- 
cept in  school  matters,  being  a warm  friend  oi 
educational  progress  in  every  way;  he  has  been 
school  director  in  District  No.  S for  some  time. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  Ex- 
celsior Tent,  at  Prairie  Depot,  and  he  affiliated 
with  the  Grangers  during  their  existence.  On 
May  1,  1892,  lightning  struck  Mr.  Pollard's  barn, 
and  destroyed  $1,  500  worth  of  property,  on  which 
there  was  no  insurance  whatever,  seven  horses,  a 
large  amount  of  grain,  and  a number  of  farming 
implements  being  consumed. 

Alfred  R.  Williams,  of  Perry sburg,  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  and  successful  young  busi- 
ness men  of  Wood  county,  was  born  Septemln  r 
5,  1S68,  at  Perrysburg. 

His  father,  the  late  Alfred  G.  Williams,  was 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county  in  In-* 
day,  and  a leading  operator  in  the  oil  fields.  L - 
mother,  formerly  Miss  Mary  C ranker,  is  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  tlie  pioneer  families,  and  has  long 
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held  an  important  place  in  all  the  social  and 
philanthropic  movements  of  the  community. 
Our  subject  enjoyed  excellent  educational  oppor- 
tunities in  his  youth,  his  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  Perrysburg  being  supplemented  by 
study  at  Baldwin  University,  at  Berea,  Ohio. 
After  leaving  school  he  became  shipping  clerk  for 
Davis  Bros.,  of  Toledo;  later  with  Chapman  & 
Sargent,  with  whom  he  was  serving  when  his 
father  died,  October  17,  1892.  He  was  then 
appointed  administrator  of  the  latter's  estate, 
also  the  estate  of  Margaret  Cranker,  his  maternal 
grandmother,  both  of  which  responsibilities  he 
has  managed  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  sat-  I 
isfaction  of  all  concerned.  His  father  was  one 
of  the  first  operators  in  the  Cygnet  oil  field,  and 
the  family  interests  now  extend  from  that  locality 
to  Bradner,  including  over  forty  wells.  Apart 
from  this  interest,  our  subject  is  operating  some 
twenty  wells,  also  in  Wood  count}',  in  company 
with  other  oil  men,  and  in  all  his  speculations  he 
displays  great  sagacity  and  shrewdness.  In 
February,  1S95,  he  was  appointed  assignee  for 
the  O'Connor  Oil  Company,  of  Wood  county. 

On  June  28,  1892,  Mr.  Williams  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Clara  Chappuies,  who  was  born  in 
Stryker,  Ohio,  January  1,  1869.  Two  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Alfred  R. , born  March 

6,  1893,  and  Elbert  }.,  born  March  7,  1895. 
Mr.  Williams  is  a Republican;  is  a member  of 
the  F.  & A.  M.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  esteemed  highly  for  their  superior 
personal  qualities.  They  are  leaders  in  the  best 
element  of  Perrysburg  society,  taking  an  active 
and  influential  part  in  the  varied  work  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  in  all  worthy  local  movements. 

Erasmus  Chambers,  an  extensive  landowner 
and  prosperous  farmer  of  Portage  township,  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  August  9,  1814,  in  Jefferson 
county,  son  of  William  and  Catherine  t Barrick) 
Chambers. 

William  Chambers’  father  was  a native  of 
England,  and  came  to  this  country  in  young  man- 
hood. He  was  the  owner  of  a plantation  and  a 
number  of  slaves,  and  was  quite  wealthy.  Will- 
iam became  a farmer,  and  settled  in  Ohio  in 
pioneer  days,  dying  in  Crawford  (now  Wyandot) 
county,  Ohio,  in  1838,  when  about  sixty  years 
old.  Mrs.  Chambers  died  there  December  20. 
1848.  There  were  nine  children  in  their  family 
— seven  sons  and  two  daughters — all  of  whom 
lived  to  good  old  ages,  and,  though  our  subject 
was  considered  the  delicate  one  of  the  family,  ; 
he  has  survived  them  all.  During  his  youth  he 
received  but  two  weeks’  schooling,  for  the  coun- 


try in  which  his  parents  had  settled  was  sparsely 
settled  at  that  early  day,  and  the  settlers  were 
for  the  most  part  French,  who  did  not  give  liber- 
ally to  the  support  of  the  schools.  They  were 
then  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Louisville,  Stark 
county.  After  his  father’s  death  Mr.  Chambers 
lived  with  his  widowed  mother  up  to  the  time  of 
her  decease.  In  1850,  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  Wyandot  county,  with  Miss  Martha  Mansfield, 
who  died  in  that  county  in  1852,  leaving  one 
child,  Clara,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Sylvanus 
Newcomer,  of  Gratiot  county,  Mich.  For  some- 
time after  his  wife’s  death  our  subject  lived  in 
Logan  county,  this  State,  and  in  1869  he  came 
to  Wood  county,  settling  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship. where  he  lived  until  March,  1872,  since 
which  time  he  has  had  hL  home  in  Portage 
township,  on  his  present  farm,  which  lies  in  Sec- 
tion 36.  Here  he  has  acquired  a comfortable 
property,  for  which  he  has  worked  hard,  and  is 
now  the  owner  oi  215  acres  of  good  land,  besides 
which  his  wife  owns  eighty  acres.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  twelve  years  during  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits,  he  has  devoted  him- 
self almost  exclusively  to  farming,  and  now,  in 
his  later  years,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of 
life,  he  has  no  reason  to  regret  his  choice.  His 
vitality  is  remarkable,  and  in  spite  of  his  four 
score  years  he  is  still  an  active  man.  When  Mr. 

1 Chambers  came  to  Wood  county  much  of  the 
land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  wet  and 
swampy,  and  he  thought  at  that  time  that 
“ Mud  ” county  would  be  a far  more  appropriat 
name. 

On  March  13,  1870,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Maria  Lane,  widow  of  William  Lane, 
and  daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  Henry) 
Tyson,  who  came  to  Wood  county  in  1S47,  locat- 
ing in  Portage  township,  where  she  has  since 
lived;  she  was  born  November  24,  1840,  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  To  this  union  have  come  chil- 
! dren  as  follows:  Eli  P.,  born  January  2S,  1871; 

John  F.,  born  September  21,  1872;  William  H., 
born  August  20,  1874;  David  S.,  born  September 
1,  1876,  and  died  in  infancy;  Urias  A.,  born 
May  22,  1878;  and  Emma  M. , born  December 
19,  18S0.  Mrs.  Chambers  in  religious  connec- 
tion is  a member  of  the  Dunkard  Church.  Dur- 
ing hisearlv  manhood  Mr.  Chambers  was  an  Old- 
line  Whig,  and  he  voted  for  William  Henrv  Har- 
rison; since  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters. 

R.  C.  Saxtmyi  1:  is  a popular  citizen  of  Lib 
erty  township,  whose  genuine  worth  has  won  him 
the  good  will  and  respect  of  many  friends.  Sen- 
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eca  county,  Ohio,  numbers  him  among  her  native 
sons,  his  birth  occurring  there  October  27,  1854. 
His  father,  Christopher  Santmyer,  was  born  in 
Virginia,  and,  having  attained  his  majority,  mar- 
ried Susan  Updike,  also  a native  of  that  State. 
Four  years  later  they  removed  to  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  where  the  father  followed  farming,  also 
carried  on  blacksmithing  and  shoe  making.  In 
1861  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
participated  in  many  important  battles.  He  aft- 
erward went  to  Saginaw,  Mich.,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  a number  of  years,  then  returned  to 
Seneca  county.  He  is  still  a resident  of  Ohio. 
Their  children  were  John,  a farmer  of  Hancock 
county,  Ohio;  Robert,  a farmer  of  Bloom  town- 
ship; R.  C.,  our  subject;  David  H.,  of  Wayne 
county,  Ohio;  and  Mrs.  Jane  Vogelson. 

R.  C.  Santmyer  was  about  eleven  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Wood  county  with  his 
mother,  who  purchased  five  acres  of  land  in  Bloom 
township,  and  there  resided  until  her  death.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  and  followed  farming 
during  his  boyhood,  earning  his  own  livelihood 
from  the  time  he  was  eight  years  of  age.  He  was 
married  March  12,  1882,  to  Miss  Annie  Walker, 
a native  of  Bloom  township,  and  a daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Soles)  Walker.  They  at 
once  located  on  the  farm  of  sixty  acres  which  Mr. 
Santmyer  had  previously  purchased.  He  is  now 
living  in  the  oldest  dwelling  in  Wood  county,  it 
having  stood  for  sixty-three  years.  Many  were 
the  hardships  and  difficulties  they  encountered  in 
the  early  days,  for  Mrs.  Santmyer  suffered  much 
from  ill  health;  but  as  time  has  passed  our  sub- 
ject has  propered.  He  has  now  tiled  and  fenced 
his  place,  planted  a good  orchard,  and  has  a well- 
improved  farm.  There  are  five  oil  wells  upon 
his  land,  and  he  adds  to  his  income  by  acting  as 
district  agent  for  the  Solid  Comfort  Plow  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Santmyer  have  had  a family  of 
three  children:  Carrie  Emma,  born  April  12,  1883; 
Harley  J.,  born  August  29,  1SS6,  and  died  July 
8,  1887;  and  Sylvia  Jane,  born  August  26,  1S90. 
Our  subject  was  formerly  an  advocate  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  but  is  now  identified  with  the 
People’s  party.  He  has  served  for  five  years  as 
supervisor,  discharging  his  duties  with  a prompt- 
ness and  fidelity  that  have  won  him  high  commen- 
dation. 


Frank  Wagonkr,  a general  merchant  of 
Stony  Ridge,  was  born  in  Lake  township.  Wood 
county,  January  13,  1864,  and  is  a son  o!  B.  and 
Elizabeth  (Weaver)  Wagoner.  The  father’s 


birth  occurred  in  Troy  township,  but  he  was 
reared  and  married  in  Lake  township,  where  In-, 
wife  died  in  1879.  In  their  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren only  two  are  now  living:  Frank,  and  Mr 

Nettie  Korn,  of  Stony  Ridge. 

In  the  common  schools  cf  his  native  township 
our  subject  obtained  his  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  went  to  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  whci 
he  was  employed  for  nine  months,  after  which  he 
proceeded  to  White  City  and  Parsons,  sane 
State,  and  then  again  went  to  Fort  Scott.  Re- 
turning to  Ohio,  he  attended  the  academy  at 
Fostoria  for  a year,  and  on  leaving  that  institu- 
tion, again  journeyed  westward,  this  time  going 
as  far  as  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  he  remained 
three  months.  On  his  return  he  located  at  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  where  for  nine  months  he  was 
employed,  and  then  obtained  a situation  in  the 
store  which  he  now  owns.  In  1890  he  began 
business  here,  and  now  carries  a large  line  of 
groceries,  crockery,  boots,  shoes — in  fact,  every- 
thing found  in  a first-class  general  store,  IK 
owns  a two-story  frame  building,  24x60  feet, 
with  two  additional  rooms,  one  12x60  feet,  and 
the  other  16x36  feet.  He  well  deserves  tin: 
liberal  trade  that  is  accorded  him,  and  is  meeting 
with  a well-merited  success. 

Mr.  Wagoner  was  married  at  Stony  Ridge,  in 
1892,  to  Miss  Alary  Reifert,  who  died  in  January. 
1S95,  leaving  one  child:  Chester  McKinley.  In 
politics,  our  subject  endorses  the  principles  and 
policy  of  the  Republican  party,  in  the  success  ot 
which  he  takes  an  active  interest;  socially,  he  is 
identified  with  Fort  Meigs  Lodge  No.  774,  I.  0. 
O.  F.,  and  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

Thomas  J.  Pugh.  Among  the  merchant- 
and  business  men  of  Weston  none  is  bett  •: 
known  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Born  m 
Henry  county,  Ohio,  November  13,  1871.  hr 
came  to  Wood  county  with  his  parents  when  h 
one  year  old.  His  education  was  acquired  in  t!  ■ 
district  school,  and  he  afterward  worked  on  ! 
father's  farm  until  reaching  his  majority,  aft  : 
which  he  farmed  for  one  year  on  his  own 
count.  Moving  into  Weston  he  embarked  in  u 
; grocery  business,  which  rapidly  increased  to  s’, 
j an  extent  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  have 
sistance.  He,  therefore,  became  associated  " 
Mr.  A.  N.  Pauff,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pug 
I Pauff.  They  deal  only  in  first-class  grocer 
their  stock  is  well  kept  up,  and  they  cater  to  t * 

1 best  class  of  people  in  Weston. 

In  April,  1893,  Mr.  Pugh  was  united  in  r 
riage  with  Miss  Maud  Guyer,  daughter  of  D. 

1 Guyer,  and  they  have  one  child,  Svivia.  Our  - 
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ject  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  In  politics  he  is  neutral.  He 
is  an  enterprising,  progressive  young  man,  and 
possesses  great  business  tact  and  ability,  which 
has  been  fully  demonstrated  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  overcome  all  obstacles  and  built  up 
an  enviable  trade.  He  is  genial,  affable  and 
courteous  by  nature,  and  his  integrity  and  hon- 
esty have  been  the  means  by  which  he  has  gained 
the  confidence  of  all  who  have  any  business  deal- 
ings with  him. 

Abraham  Mercer,  whose  well-spent  life  has 
won  him  the  regard  of  all,  is  numbered  among 
the  progressive,  enterprising  citizens  who  give  a 
hearty  .endorsement  and  active  support  to  all  en- 
terprises calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 
He  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  July 
8,  1820,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Charity 
(Pettit)  Mercer.  The  father  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Penn.,  and  at  various  times  followed  the 
trades  of  cooper,  miller  and  mason.  In  his  na- 
tive county  he  married  Miss  Pettit,  who  was  there 
born  July  7,  1781.  After  several  years  the)-  re- 
moved to  a farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  and  later  went  to  Columbiana  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  Mr.  Mercer  carried  on  farming 
to  some  extent,  but  mostly  followed  the  mason's 
trade.  In  the  fall  of  1834  he  brought  his  family 
to  Wood  county,  and  secured  160  acres  of  land 
in  Liberty  township,  on  which  he  erected  a log 
house,  16x20  feet.  Two  years  later  he  built  a 
frame  residence,  and  there  made  his  home  until 
his  death.  His  widow  afterward  returned  to 
Pennsylvania;  but  while  visiting  in  Columbiana 
county,  she  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  Daniel, 
February  9,  1855.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
were:  Martha  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Pettit;  George,  who  died  in  Liberty  township,  at 
the  age  of  eighty -seven;  William,  Mho  died  in 
Portage  township,  at  the  age  of  forty-three; 
Mary  Ann,  who  became  the  wife  of  Enos  Alone- 
han,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania;  Daniel,  who  died 
near  Georgetown,  Columbiana  county;  Beulah 
(deceased;  was  the  wife  of  William  Pike,  of 
Iowa;  Caleb,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ohio;  Charity 
^deceased);  Lucretia  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of 
Henry  Groves,  of  Liberty  township;  Abraham; 
Elesana,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and 
Charles,  who  lives  in  Bowling  Green. 

Our  subject  received  somewhat  limited  edu- 
cational privileges  for  the  nearest  school  house 
was  three  miles  distant;  but  through  reading,  ex- 
perience, and  observation  he  has  become  a well- 
informed  man.  To  farm  work  he  devoted  his 
energies  until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated 


| in  Libert}’  township,  January  8,  1840,  Miss  Har- 
| riet  Elizabeth  Rice  becoming  his  wife.  Born  in 
Cattaraugus  county,  N.  V.,  April  13,  [820,  she 
was  a daughter  of  Calvin  and  Electa  'Allen; 
Rice,  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  with  her 
parents  came  to  Wood  county  in  1835.  her  father 
and  mother  both  dying  in  Liberty  township. 

In  1846  Mr.  Mercer  removed  with  his  familv 
to  the  farm  which  his  father  first  purchased,  tak- 
ing eighty  acres.  He  cleared  the  place,  erected 
i a good  residence,  and  there  carried  on  agricultural 
I pursuits  until  about  January,  1887,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  that  property  and  removed  to  another 
! farm.  His-  wife  died  January  3 1 , 1SS7,  and  the 
| old  home  was  therefore  broken  up.  Of  their 
marriage  were  born  seven  children — Charitv 
I Electa,  wife  of  Alex  Lashuay,  of  Bowling  Green ; 

, James  C.,  of  Denver,  Wood  county;  Charlie 
Allen,  of  Liberty  township;  Porterfield,  of  Liberty 
1 township;  Wm.  Marion,  of  Liberty  township; 

Clinton  B.,  of  Aft.  Pleasant,  Isabella  Co.,  Mich.; 
i and  Harriet  Isadore,  wife  of  Francis  Mclntire, 
i of  Liberty  township.  For  a year  after  the  death 
! of  his  wife,  Mr.  Mercer  lived  with  his  son-in-law, 
j and  then  wedded  Mrs.  Alary  A.  Bacon,  widow  of 
I Warren  H.  Bacon.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart 
| Prohibitionist,  and  served  as  township  treasurer 
for  one  year,  while  for  many  years  he  has  been 
clerk  of  the  school  board,  and  a director.  He 
holds  membership  with  the  Disciples  Church, 
and  his  life  has  been  well  spent.  He  is  num- 
bered among  Wood  county’s  honored  pioneers. 

I has  witnessed  much  of  its  growth  and  upbuilding, 
and  is  a public-spirited,  progressive  citizen. 

Christian  Eisexmenger.  Among  the  well- 
! to-do  farmers  and  landowners  in  Wood  county, 
there  are  a number  of  Germans,  and  our  subject 
| is  a representative,  thrifty  and  shrewd  type  of 
this  class,  who  have  everywhere  been  noted  for 
their  industry  and  sterling  worth. 

Air.  Eisenmenger  was  born  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany,  October  6,  1839, 

i son  of  Andrew  and  Catherine  Eisenmenger,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a saddler  by  trade,  and  also 
followed  farming,  owning  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Germany.  In  June,  1854,  the  family  consisting 
of  parents  and  four  children,  sailed  from  Ant- 
werp on  the  vessel  “David  Hoadley, " and  as 
there  were  large  numbers  crossing  the  ocean  that 
vear,  passage  was  at  a premium,  so  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  a high  price.  When  they  were 
only  a few  days  out,  however,  the  vessel  struck 
a rock,  and,  being  in  poor  condition,  was  obliged 
to  turn  back,  reaching  Southampton  in  eight 
days.  Four  weeks  were  required  wherein  to 
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make  repairs,  and  after  the  second  start  the)' 
were  thirty-five  days  in  reaching  New  York  City. 
They  at  once  started  west,  journeying  by  lail 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , then  by  lake  vessel  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  thence  to  Sandusky,  and  from  there 
by  rail  and  team  to  their  destination,  Bloomville, 
Seneca  Co. , Ohio.  Mr.  Eisenmenger  had  sold 
his  property  in  Germany,  and  now  had  a little 
over  $500  to  commence  life  jn  the  New  World 
with,  which  he  proposed  to  invest  in  land.  But 
property  was  high  in  Seneca  county,  so  in  about 
six  weeks  they  came  to  Wood  county,  arriving 
here  in  October,  and  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
land  lying  in  Sections  27  and  34,  Portage  town- 
ship, which  was  then  almost  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition, only  the  higher  portions  of  the  land  being 
cleared.  A log  cabin  and  barn  were  the  only 
buildings  that  adorned  the  place,  and  the  family 
began  life  here  in  true  pioneer  style,  living  in  the 
midst  of  a forest  where  game  abounded  and  civil- 
ization had  as  yet  made  little  impression.  They 
also  suffered  the  hardships  which  settlers  in  such 
a country  must  undergo,  and  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  inconveniences  and  privations  of  life  in 
an  unsettled  region,  the  fever  and  ague  caused 
by  the  swampiness  of  the  land  impaired  their 
health,  and  rendered  them  almost  unfit  for  work. 
But,  nevertheless,  they  carried  on  the  work  of 
clearing  until  a fine  farm  had  been  made  out  of  the 
wilderness,  and  the  family  were  installed  in  a 
comfortable  home.  From  the  age  of  forty-five 
until  his  death.  Mr.  Eisenmenger  had  poor  health, 
and  he  passed  from  earth  in  December,  1861, 
after  a lingering  illness.  Mrs.  Eisenmenger 
survived  until  March,  1881,  and  both  are  buried 
in  the  Mennonite  cemetery;  they  were  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Protestant  Church.  Mr.  Eisen- 
menger opposed  slavery,  but  took  no  part  in  \ 
politics,  the  constant  wrangling  over  public  affairs 
in  those  days  destroying  any  inclination  he  might  1 
have  had  for  such  matters.  There  were  four 
children  in  his  family,  viz. : Catherine,  now  the 
widow  of  John  Hachtel,  of  St.  Joseph  county, 
Ind. ; Henry,  who  died  in  Portage  township,  in 
1865;  Christian;  and  Christopher,  who  lives  in 
St.  Joseph  county,  Ind.  (he  served  over  three 
years  in  the  Civil  war,  as  a member  of  Company 
F,  72nd  O.  V.  I.). 

Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  received  the  greater  part  of  his 
education  there,  for  he  only  had  two  weeks'  I 
schooling  after  he  came  to  this  country.  How- 
ever, he  learned  to  read  and  write  English  in 
that  short  time,  his  teacher  being  Orin  Hays, 
who  taught  the  “Red  School”  in  District  No.  7, 
Portage  township.  He  was  reared  to  farming  on 


! the  pioneer  farm  of  his  parents,  and  has  been  n 
i the  home  place  all  his  life.  After  his  father's 
| death  his  older  brother  came  home,  conductin'.; 

the  farm  until' his  decease,  in  1865,  after  which 
| our  subject  and  his  brother  Henry  carried  on  tin- 
work.  The  latter,  however,  soon  left  home,  and. 

: since  that  time  Mr.  Eisenmenger  has  been  in 
! charge  of  the  place  alone,  buying  out  the  others 
! after  his  mother’s  death.  He  has  added  to  the 
I place  until  it  now  comprises  170  acres  of  fertiE 
productive  land,  from  which,  by  good  manag.  - 
ment  and  systematic  care,  he  derives  a good  in- 
come. He  is  as  good  a business  man  as  he  is 
farmer;  but  in  all  his  dealings  he  has  gained  an 
enviable  reputation  for  honesty  and  fairness,  and 
there  is  no  more  highly  respected  citizey  in  the 
township. 

On  May  10,  1S68,  Mr.  Eisenmenger  was 

married,  in  Portage  township,  to  Miss  Catherim 
Hardman,  a native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  whs 
was  born  about  1835,  daughter  of  George  Hard- 
man, a native  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  subject  and. 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  German  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  is  an  active  worker,  at  pres- 
ent serving  as  trustee.  Formerly  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  but  he  usually  votes  for  the 
candidate  whom  he  thinks  best  fitted  for  office 
without  regard  to  party  lines. 

G.  F.  Peabody,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  Wood  count)',  and 
registered  pharmacist,  has  since  January,  1892. 
engaged  in  practice  at  Luckey.  On  his  arriva- 
he  also  bought  a building  and  a stock  of  drug-, 
conducting  business  along  that  line  until  his  place 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  July,  1893,  after  which, 
in  company  with  L.  H.  Rolfes,  he  erected  a two- 
story  brick  building.  In  this  new  store  he  Carrie- 
a full  and  complete  line  of  drugs,  and  he  also  en- 
gages in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Mulliken,  Eaton  C 
Mich.,  February  12,  1867,  and  is  a son  ol  S) 
vanus  and  Jane  E.  (Compton)  Peabody,  also  11a 
tives  of  Michigan.  At  an  early  day  the  .gram: 
father,  William  Peabody,  Sr.,  entered  a tract 
government  land  in  Eaton  count)',  on  a part 
which  now  stands  the  village  of  Mulliken.  I.n 
our  subject’s  father  settled  on  this  land,  and. 
connection  with  his  agricultural  pursuits,  he  n > 
engages  in  the  real-estate  business.  Our  sub'.' 
is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  the  famil\  o!  ■ 
children,  the  others  being  William,  of  1 : 
county,  Mich.;  Elbert,  of  Eaton  county.  Mi«'h 
Hiram,  a farmer  of  Mulliken,  Eaton  county,  in 
chief  clerk  of  and  a stockholder  in  the  \ alP\  1 !v 
Milling  Co.,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  ; and  t bar 
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who  is  attending  Medical  College  in  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

The  elementary  education  of  the  Doctor  was 
acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county,  and  he  completed  the  literary  course  in 
Portland  (Mich.)  High  School;  was  a matriculate 
of  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  in  i <S 8 S , aft- 
er which  he  entered  Toledo  Medical  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1890.  He 
began  practice  in  Sunfield,  Eaton  county,  where 
he  remained  until  coming  to  Luckey  in  1892. 
Here  he  has  secured  a large  and  lucrative  practice, 
has  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment,  and 
has  had  four  small-pox  cases,  in  which  he  tri- 
umphed over  that  dread  disease.  'He  was  regis- 
tered a pharmacist  by  examination,  in  1893. 

At  Toledo,  Ohio,  February  2,  1892,  Dr.  Pea- 
body was  married  to  Miss  Katie  H.  Dachsteiner, 
a native  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  a daughter  of 
fobn  W.  and  Caroline  (Kersting)  Dachsteiner, 
who  were  born  in  Germany,  and  now  make  their 
home  in  Toledo,  where  the  father  is  foreman  of 
the  upholstering  department  of  the  Wabash  car 
shops.  To  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  was  born  Oc- 
tober 29,  1892,  a daughter,  named  Hazel  F. 

Dr.  Peabody  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Luck- 
ey,  July  1,  1893,  but  after  two  years  he  resigned 
in  favor  of  the  present  incumbent.  For  two 
years  he  has  served  as  health  officer  of  Webster 
township.  In  his  social  relations  he  is  connected 
with  F’reedom  Lodge  No.  7 23,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He 
owns  fifty-two  acres  of  land,  one-half  mile  south 
of  Luckey,  which  he  rents. 

Mrs.  Peabody  was  born  December  23,  1866, 
at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  was  educated  at  the 
Broadway  High  School,  and  at  the  Davis  Busi- 
ness College,  in  the  same  city.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Luckey. 

David  F.  Biehler  is  numbered  among  the 
enterprising  business  men  of  Harnrnansburg, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  merchandising, 
and  the  community  numbers  him  among  its  rep- 
resentative citizens.  He  was  born  in  Maryland, 
October  1,  1852,  son  of  Andrew  Biehler,  a native 
of  Germany,  who  in  that  country  married  Miss 
Catherine  Wetley.  Some  years  later,  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  he  sailed  to  America  from 
France,  landing  in  New  York.  For  a short  time  ! 
he  made  his  home  in  Maryland,  and  then  re-  1 
moved  to  Tiffin,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  where,  later, 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  and  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
death  occurred  April  27,  187G,  in  Tiffin,  and  his 
8-1 
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j wife  died  April  2,  [895.  Their  children  were: 
j Nicholas,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Kate,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Andrew  Schrothe,  and  died  at  her 
! home  in  Cincinnati;  Henry,  a farmer  of  Seneca 
| county;  Louisa,  wife  of  ]ohn  Schrothe,  of  Cin- 
cinnati; David  F.  ; and  Caroline,  wife  of  Scott 
Wagner,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  the  public 
| schools  of  Seneca  county,  and  obtained  a fair 
i knowledge  of  English.  He  also  early  became 
! familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  gave  the 
benefit  of  his  services  to  his  father  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  in  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
January  26,  1876,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Anna  Margaret  Hoke,  a native  of  Seneca 
county,  born  February  8,  1857.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  on  a rented  farm  in  that 
county,  where  they  lived  twelve  years,  when,  in 
1888,  they  removed  to  Wood  county,  and  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  partially  improved  land  in 
Henry  township.  This  place  has  undergone  a 
great  transformation  since  it  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Biehler.  tie  has  made  many 
excellent  improvements  upon  it,  laid  many  rods 
of  tiling,  fenced  the  place,  set  out  a good  orchard, 
erected  a large  barn  and  other  necessar}-  out- 
buildings, and  now  lias  nine  oil  wells  upon  the 
place.  In  October,  1893,  he  established  his  gen- 
eral store  in  Harnrnansburg,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  conducted.  He  is  a wide-awake 
and  enterprising  business  man,  fully  abreast  with 
the  times,  and  has  won  a well-merited  success. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biehler  have  had  a family  of  ten 
children,  four  of  whom,  including  twins,  died  in 
infancy;  the  others.  May,  Augustus,  Edna,  Allie, 
Howard  and  Lloyd,  are  all  at  home.  The  par- 
ents are  consistent  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Biehler  is 
an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  served  as  constable  for  four  years. 

Wesley  Leathers,  president  of  the  People’s 
Bank  at  McComb,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
a leading  and  progressive  citizen,  is  a native  of 
the  State,  having  been  born  in  Bloom  township, 
Wood  county,  August  27,  1844,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Ewing)  Leathers. 

Jacob  Leathers,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born,  in  1811,  in  Bald  Eagle  Valiev,  Center  Co., 
Penn.,  and  when  a young  lad  came  to  Ohio  with 
his  parents,  who  first  located  in  Fairfield  county, 
later  moving  to  Wayne  county.  Here  Jacob 
married  Miss  Mary  Ewing,  who  was  born,  in 
1811.  in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  fall  of  [832  he 
and  his  brother  John  came  on  foot  several  miles 
through  the  forest  to  Bloom  township,  W >od 
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county,  each  entering  land,  Jacob  in  Section  34, 
John  in  Section  33,  and  in  the  following  spring 
they,  moved  to  the  farm.  Here  they  lived  in  In- 
dian huts  until  a log  house  could  be  erected,  and 
our  subject’s  mother  assisted  in  sawing  the  logs 
for  their  first  home.  At  that  time  there  were 
but  few  other  families  in  the  township,  although 
they  were  fortunate  in  having  some  neighbors 
near  by.  Game  was  plentiful — deer,  turkeys 
and  bears  in  abundance — and  the  larders  of  the 
settlers  were  well  provided  at  all  times  with  ven- 
ison. Here  the  brothers  and  their  families  en- 
countered all  the  obstacles  presented  by  the 
frowning  haunts  of  wild  animals,  and  here  they 
experienced  all  the  hardships  incident  to  clearing 
up  homes  in  the  wilderness,  their  labors,  how- 
ever, being  repaid  in  course  of  time  with  comfort- 
able homes,  smiling  fields  of  grain  and  well- 
stocked  barns.  On  their  respective  farms  Jacob 
and  John  Leathers  passed  the  rest  of  their  busy 
lives,  Jacob  dying  January  6,  1879,  his  wife  on 
May  11,  1877,  and  John  passing  away  March  12, 
1851,  aged  forty-five  years,  his  wife  Eliza  on 
July  10,  1855,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven.  They 
were  all  pioneer  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Bloom  township. 

The  children  born  to  Jacob  and  Mary  (Ewing) 
Leathers  were  as  follows:  William  (the  first 

white  child  born  in  Bloom  township),  who  met 
with  a tragic  death  in  a gristmill  at  Eagleville, 
Ohio  (his  widow  now  lives  in  Bloomdale,  Ohio); 
Elizabeth  A.,  who  died  unmarried,  May  14,  1S70; 
John,  who  was  a member  of  Company  H,  149th 
Regiment  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  December  20,  1863, 
at  Knoxville,  Tenn. ; Wesley,  the  subject  proper 
of  these  lines;  Lavina  (now  Mrs.  George  Franks), 
residing  at  Baltimore,  Ohio;  and  Benton,  of 
Hammansburg,  Wood  county.  The  father  of 
tins  family  was  an  extensive  land  owner,  at  the 
time  of  his  death  possessing  several  hundred 
acres;  was  in  all  his  undertakings,  especially  in 
agriculture,  a highly  successful  man,  ranking 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  the  township, 
where,  as  will  be  seen,  he  passed  the  best  years 
of  his  life.  He  was  a Whig  and  Republican  con- 
secutively, exhibiting  considerable  interest  in  the 
success  of  his  party,  although  not  an  active  pol- 
itician. 

Wesley  Leathers,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  reared  after  the  manner  of  farm- 
er boys  of  his  day,  receiving  his  education  at 
the  old  log  house  known  as  the  “Leathers 
School,”  which  stood  on  the  home  farm,  and  is 
now  known  as  “District  School  Xo.  S,  Bloom 
Township.”  To  this  primitive  seminary  of  learn- 
ing our  subject  used,  in  winter  time,  to  take  his 


“ shining  morning  face  ” through  the  intricacies 
of  the  then  dense  woods,  many  a day  almost  im- 
passable. owing  to  the  depth  of  the  snow.  Prior 
to  his  marriage,  he  passed  the  greater  part  of  his 
! time  at  home,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm, 
the  comparative  monotony  of  which  was  broken 
i by  a three-months’  service  in  the  army  during 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  In  May,  1864,  he 
went  to  the  front  as  a member  of  Company  E, 
144th  Regiment  O.  V.  I.,  which  was  sent  to 
Wilmington,  Del.,  where  our  subject  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  term  of  service,  in  the  govern- 
ment stables;  he  was  discharged  in  August,  1864, 
and  returned  home. 

On  AugustJ23,  1862,  in  Cass  township,  Han- 
cock Co.,  Ohio,  he  married  Miss  Minerva  C.  Dust- 
man, a native  of  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  and 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Gress)  Dustman. 
For  several  years  they  made  their  home  in  the 
old  log  cabin  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  In  September,  1890, 
Mr.  Leathers  commenced  interesting  himself  in 
the  banking  business,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S90,  he 
moved  from  Wood  county  to  McC-omb,  Hancock 
county,  where  he  established  the  People’s  Bank 
of  McComb,  of  which  he  has  been  president  ever 
since. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leathers  have  been  born 
children  as  follows:  Hester,  now  the  wife  of  E. 

S.  Crawford,  of  McComb,  Ohio;  fohn  ].  and 
Benton  W. , farmers  of  Bloom  township,  Wood 
county;  Edward,  a merchant  of  McComb,  Ohio; 
Lula,  at  home;  Pearl,  who  died  young;  Ervin,  a 
clerk  in  McComb;  and  Ellis  and  Anna,  both  at 
home.  Mr.  Leathers  is  the  owner  of  320  acres 
of  very  valuable  land  in  Bloom  township,  includ- 
ing the  first  pre-emptions  made  by  his  father, 
over  sixty  years  ago.  He  is  a successful  business 
man,  shrewd,  careful,  and  thoroughly  conserva- 
tive, as  is  evidenced  by  the  flourishing  condition 
of  the  monetary  institution  which  he  in  a large 
degree  controls,  not  to  speak  of  his  own  phenom- 
enal success.  He  is  also  prominently  identified 
with  the  Palmer  Oil  Company.  In  his  political 
preferences  he  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  in  social  life  he  is  recognized 
as  a representative  self-made  man,  enjoying, 
along  with  his  family,  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Julius  Ducat,  deceased,  had  many  excellen- 
cies of  character,  which  gained  him  the  high  re- 
gard of  friends  and  neighbors.  He  was  born  in 
Michigan,  near  the  Ohio  line,  in  1834,  and  is 
son  of  Joseph  and  Victoria  (Jacob)  Ducat.  \\  hen 
a youth  of  sixteen  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
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Wood  county,  the  father  settling  upon  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  in  Plain  township,  which  he  afterward 
sold,  removing  to  Liberty  township.  Later  he 
became  a resident  of  Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  where  j 
his  wife  died.  With  his  children  he  returned  to 
Liberty  township,  and  purchased  twenty  acres  of 
land,  on  which  the  town  of  Ducat  now  stands,  j 
named  in  his  honor. 

Our  subject  early  became  familiar  with  all 
the  arduous  duties  of  developing  wild  land,  and,  i 
owing  to  the  very  limited  circumstances  of  his 
parents,  he  received  no  school  privileges,  for  he  j 
had  to  aid  in  the  work  on  the  farm.  He  worked 
by  the  month  as  a farm  hand  for  $15,  and  has 
often  worked  for  forty  cents  per  day.  Thus  from 
humble  surroundings  he  rose,  and  for  his  success 
he  deserved  great  credit. 

Mr.  Ducat  was  married,  in  1S63,  to  Victoria 
Ganger,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children — i 
Daniel  L,,  of  Rudolph,  Ohio;  Exea,  a farmer  of 
Milton  township;  John,  an  agriculturist  of  Lib- 
erty township;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  died  in  1870,  and  the  following  year 
Mr.  Ducat  was  joined  in  wedlock,  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  with  Elizabeth  Minnower.  They  also  had 
four  children — Alec  and  Samuel,  both  of  Liberty ; 
Adolph,  at  home;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

At  the  time  of  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Ducat 
located  on  a ten-acre  tract  of  land  in  Liberty 
township,  which  he  had  previously  purchased. 
This  he  later  sold  and  bought  twenty  acres,  which  j 
was  afterward  disposed  of,  and  his  capital  was  j 
invested  in  twenty  acres  owned  by  him  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  This  property,  however,  he 
had  doubled  in  extent,  making  forty  acres  of  rich 
land.  There  are  five  oil  wells  on  the  farm,  one 
of  which  is  the  largest  ever  struck  in  the  county, 
it  being  known  as  the  big  Ducat  well.  It  was  sold, 
the  first  time,  by  Clarence  Potter  for  $10,000, 
and  a short  time  afterward  for  $14,000.  In  the 
fall  of  1 888,  Mr.  Ducat  erected  the  present  resi- 
dence and  hospitable  home,  which  is  the  resort 
of  many  friends.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  1 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church,  of  Bowling  Green.  His  death  oc- 
curred September  12,  1893. 

Benton  \V.  Leathers.  To  farming  and 
stock-raising  this  gentleman  devotes  his  energies, 
and  his  capable  business  methods  are  winning  him 
prosperity.  The  record  of  his  life  will  undoubt- 
edly prove  of  interest  to  his  friends  in  this  county,  ; 
who  are  many.  He  was  born  in  Bloom  town- 
ship), June  1,  1868,  on  the  old  Leathers  home- 
stead, the  third  child  and  second  son  of  Wesley 
and  Minerva  (Dustman)  Leathers.  He  attended 


school  in  District  No.  8,  his  first  teacher  being 
Leona  Taylor;  also  pursued  hisstudiesin  Bairds- 
town,  while  his  parents  were  living  at  that  place. 
He  has  always  made  farming  his  life-work,  and 
now  has  charge  of  a part  of  the  old  homestead, 
operating  160  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  placed 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  en- 
gages in  stock  dealing  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  John  J.  He  is  a prosperous  young  farmer 
of, excellent  business  ability,  and  is  meeting  with 
success  in  his  undertakings. 

On  March  3,  1888,  Mr.  Leathers  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Eagleville,  to  Miss  Olive  L.  Em- 
erson, who  was  born  January  28,  1870,  in  Bloom 
township,  the  eldest  daughter  of  E.  P.  and  Cath- 
erine (Smalley)  Leathers.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, Bessie  E.,  born  September  12,  1889;  Park 
E.,  born  January  28,  1892;  and  Naomi,  born 
born  February  1,  1894.  Mr.  Leathers  gives  his 
political  support  to  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
served  as  school  director  in  his  district.  He  is  a 
member  of  Bloomdale  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  his  wife  is  a charter  member  of  Jewel  Temple, 
Rathbone  Sisters,  of  Bloomdale.  She  belongs  to 
the  Christian  Church  of  Eagleville. 

Robert  Digby,  Jr.  The  subject  of  this  notice 
is  certainly  entitled  to  be  considered  not  only  one 
of  the  enterprising  farmers  of  Washington  town- 
ship, but  one  of  its  respected  and  honored  citizens, 
and  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He 
was  born  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  August  15,  1856, 
and  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Eliza  (Ray)  Digby. 
The  father’s  birth  occurred  in  England,  October 
2,  1828,  and  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States  in  1851,  first  locating  in  New  York  State. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  mostly  in 
attendance  at  the  district  schools  of  Washington 
township,  and  aiding  in  the  duties  of  the  home 
farm.  Fie  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  for  eleven  years 
renting  a part  of  the  land  belonging  to  his  father. 
He  then  purchased  forty  acres  across  the  road 
from  his  present  place,  which  he  improved  and 
cultivated  some  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  bought  the  eighty  acres  which  com- 
prises his  present  fine  farm.  He  has  tiled  and 
drained  his  place,  ten  acres  of  which  he  has 
cleared,  built  barns,  erected  a windmill  which 
cost  $100,  and  bored  a well  at  a cost  of  $60. 
For  his  land  he  paid  $72  per  acre.  On  February 
22.  18S1,  he  was  married  to. Miss  Susan  Shoaff, 
a daughter  of  Reuben  Shoaff,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Elmer,  born  May  8,  1882;  and  Bertie, 
born  October  8,  1883.  Our  subject  is  a stanch 
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and  reliable  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  and  his  family  attend  Washington  Chapel 
of  the  United  Brethren  denomination. 

S.  C.  Rearick  has  been  a resident  of  Jerry- 
City  for  a number  of  years,  and  is  one-  of  the 
most  useful,  progressive  citizens  of  that  place. 
He  is  a native  of  Lewistown,  Mifflin  Co.,  Penn., 
born  April  20,  1S53,  son  of  Oliver  P.  Rearick, 
who  was  born  May  10,  1830,  and  was  married, 
in  Laurelton,  Union  Co.,  Penn.,  to  Martha  Corl, 
born  July-  16,  1833.  Mr.  Rearick  was  a weaver, 
and  followed  that  trade  up  to  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  when  he  became  a member  of 
Company  E,  33rd  P.  Y.  I.,  and  he  died  August 
8,  1S62,  at  David’s  Island,  of  fever.  He  left  five 
children — three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Our  subject  was  but  a boy  at  the  time  of  his 
father’s  death,  and  from  that  time  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  old,  lived  and  worked  with  his 
uncle,  George  Schnure,  who  was  a tanner  near 
Laurelton.  He  then  entered  the  Soldiers’ 
Orphans  School,  at  McAllisterville,  Penn.,  which 
his  brothers  and  sisters  also  entered  at  the  proper 
ages,  Thomas,  George  and  Katy  Rearick  being 
three  of  the  hist  six  pupils  at  that  school.  Be- 
fore entering  this  institution  S.  C.  Rearick  had 
but  limited  educational  privileges,  but  during  the 
time  he  remained  there  he  acquired  a good  prac- 
tical training.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  left 
the  school  and  commenced  life  for  himself,  en- 
gaging in  farm  labor  in  White  Deer  township, 
Union  Co.,  Penn.,  receiving  $8  per  month. 
Soon  afterward  he  began  to  learn  harness  mak- 
ing in  Lewisburg,  Penn.,  serving  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years,  during  which  he  received  his 
board  and  $25  per  year  for  two  years,  and  $45 
and  board  the  third  year.  He  was  now  a full- 
fledged  tradesman,  and  in  July,  1873,  he  came 
to  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  engaged  to  work  for 
William  Schroeder,  a harness  maker.  He  earned 
the  money  for  the  trip  by  working  on  the  railroad, 
receiving  $1.85  per  day,  and  he  followed  his  trade 
in  Fremont  two  years,  when  he  was  compelled 
to  abandon  it  on  account  of  ill  health.  Having 
no  other  trade,  he  worked  at  wood  chopping  for 
farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Fremont  until  the  win-  ■ 
ter  of  1875,  when  he  went  to  Bloomville,  Seneca 
countv.  and  hired  out  to  Robert  Reed,  a distant 
relative,  for  whom  he  did  farm  work  two  years.  : 
In  1878  he  commenced  work  with  J.  D.  Wilsey 
& Son,  of  Bloomville,  who  were  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  boat  oars,  and  with  them  he  con- 
tinued some  twelve  years,  removing  with  them  to 
Jerry  City,  and  remaining  with  them  until  their 
removal  to  Savannah,  Ga.  He  received  flatter- 


ing inducements  to  accompany  them  thither,  but 
declined,  and  he  has  since  found  employment  in 
the  oil  business,  having  for  over  four  years  been 
pumper  for  the  Standard  Oi’i  Company. 

In  the  fall  of  1879  Mr.  Rearick’s  mother  and 
sister,  Katy.  came  to  Bloomville,  Ohio,  to  liw 
j with  him,  and  later  removed  with  him  to  jerry 
■ City,  where  the  mother  passed  away  March  29, 
1890;  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  Jerry  City  ceme- 
tery'. They  made  a most  comfortable,  pleasant 
home  here,  which  Mr.  Rearick  and  hissister.nl!! 
j occupy.  He  is  one  of  jerry  City’s  most  actiw 
men,  and  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  several 
1 town  offices,  having  been  city'  councilman  one 
j term,  and  street  commissioner  one  term,  and  he 
is  at  present  a member  of  the  board  of  education, 
of  which  body  he  is  treasurer.  He  is  a Repub- 
! lican  in  political  sentiment,  but  is  not  bound  bv 
party-  lines,  supporting  the  best  men  irrespective 
j of  party,  and  is  a friend  of  the  Prohibition  cause. 
In  religious  connection  he  is  a Methodist,  and  an 
active  worker  in  the  Church,  in  which  he  has 
been  class-leader,  trustee  and  steward,  still  serv- 
ing in  the  last  named  office.  He  has  been  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school  for  the  past 
seven  years.  Mr.  Rearick  is  an  intelligent, 
wide-awake  member  of  the  community,  taking 
an  interest  in  all  measures  which  he  considers 
beneficial  to  the  general  welfare.  He  has  won 
an  honorable  position  for  himself  among  his  fel- 
low townsmen,  and  is  comfortably  situated  in 
life  as  a result  of  continuous  hard  work. 

\V.  j.  Jewell,  an  energetic  young  business 
man  of  Tontogany,  was  born  November  12.  1861 
on  a farm  in  Plain  township,  where  his  parents 
still  reside.  His  father,  Samuel  Jewell,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  came  to  Wood  county  m 
i early  times,  and  married  Miss  Louisa  Johnson. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  an  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  old  Hampton  school 
1 house  in  his  neighborhood,  and  was  early  trained 
by  his  parents  to  those  habits  of  industry  which 
have  proven  the  basis  of  his  'success  in  life.  In 
1887  he  was  married  to  Miss  Phcebe  Gross,  win 
was  born  in  Indiana,  January  2,  iS6t,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Guy  and  Beatrice.  After  lus 
marriage  Mr.  Jewell  settled  on  a farm  in  I’L. 
township,  which  he  cultivated  until  1890.  waii 
the  exception  of  a few  years  during  which  he  x 
engaged  in  pumping  oil.  Having  the  income 
from  forty  acres  of  land,  and  four  good  oil  w« 
he  retired  from  business  and  came  to  Tout;  -. any 
to  reside.  But,  belonging  to  that  class  of  n. 
who  cannot  exist  in  idleness,  he  soon  determine  >■ 
to  engage  in  business;  accordingly,  on  April  1 ; 
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1895,  he  opened  a meat  market,  where  his  en- 
ergy and  ability  have  a profitable  field  of  action. 

If  his  past  gives  any  reliable  promise  of  his  fu- 
ture, Mr.  Jewell  will  some  time  rank  among  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  count)'.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  every  movement  tending  to  the  general 
welfare,  and  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Plain 
Congregational  Church. 

Fred  Swartz,  a prominent  and  influential 
farmer  of  Lake  township,  located  on  his  present 
farm  in  1867,  at  that  time  purchasing  sixty-seven 
acres  of  timber  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added  ' 
and  now  has  a fine  tract  of  143  acres  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a man  of  great  energy 
and  perseverance,  and  has  effected  many  improve- 
ments upon  his  farm  since  taking  possession,  in- 
cluding the  erecting  of  a good  frame  residence 
in  1876.  He  was  at  once  recognized  as  a valued 
addition  to  the  community,  a man  possessing 
excellent  judgment,  and  giving  support  and  en- 
couragement to  those  enterprises  calculated  for 
the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Swartz  is  a native  of  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  born  in  Liverpool  township,  January  10, 
1841,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  and  Fredericka 
(Henning)  Swartz,  whose  births  occurred  in  Ger- 
many. They  were'  married  in  Medina  county, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  and  in 
1855  removed  to  Troy  township,  Wood  county, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1886,  and  his  wife 
died  two  years  later.  To  them  were  born  eight 
children:  Fred,  subject  of  this  review;  Jacob, 

who  enlisted  in  the  same  company  and  same  regi- 
ment at  the  same  place  as  our  subject,  and  died 
at  Bowling  Green,  Ky. , November  30,  1862;  John, 
a resident  of  Perrysburg  township,  Wood  county;  i 
Lucien,  who  makes  his  home  in  the  same  town- 
ship; Andrew,  of  Webster  township.  Wood  coun- 
ty; Mrs.  Carrie  Puse,  who  died  in  Perrysburg 
township,  in  1875;  Mrs.  Kate  Frantz,  of  Troy 
township;  and  Mrs.  Christine  Puse,  of  Perrys- 
burg township. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  in  Medina  - 
county,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools,  j 
and  in  1855  accompanied  his  parents  to  Troy 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  locating 
upon  his  present  farm.  His  entire  life  was  de-  j 
voted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  chosen  calling.  In  1SC2,  i 
at  Stony  Ridge,  in  Troy  township,  Mr.  Swartz 
joined  Company  K,  with  O.  V.  I.,  for  three 
years’  service  and  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Toledo,  where  he  was  assigned  to  the  23d  Army 
Corps,  under  Gen.  Sherman.  At  the  battle  of  ! 
Resaca  he  was  wounded  by  a shell,  and  was  taken  ! 


to  the  field  hospital,  from  which  he  was  sent  to 
Nashville,  and  later  to  Camp  Dennison  Hospital 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge  in  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
home.  In  Liverpool  township,  Medina  county, 
in  1865,  Mr.  Swartz  married  Miss  Louise  Nollen- 
berger,  a native  of  that  county,  of  which  her 
father  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers;  he  died  in 
Medina  county,  and  his  wife  in  Wood  county, 
about  1883.  Nine  children  have  been  born  of 
the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely: 
William,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Lucas 
county,  Ohio;  Fred,  a resident  of  the  same  coun- 
ty; Frank,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Isaac;  George; 
John;  Albert;  Arthur;  and  Katie. 

Mr.  Swartz  votes  the  straight  Republican  tick- 
et, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  but 
cares  nothing  for  public  office.  He  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  }.  B.  Wolford  Post  No. 
153,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Perrysburg.  Both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  are  foremost  in  all  good  works, 
and  are  highly  respected  in  the  community.  They 
have  witnessed  the  many  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  county  since  their  arrival,  and 
give  their  support  to  all  interests  for  the  public 
welfare  and  advancement. 

John  Marshall  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  June  16,  1831,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Sterling)  Marshall,  both 
natives  of  Mercer  county,  Ohio.  The  father,  who 
was  a farmer  and  teamster  by  occupation,  enlisted 
in  the  war  of  1812,  but  was  never  called  out  to  act- 
ive service.  From  his  native  county  he  removed 
to  Columbiana  county,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1854,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Mount  Blanchard,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio.  There 
he  died  in  the  spring  of  1856,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  years.  His  wife  survived  him  twenty-one 
years,  passingaway  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six.  Their  children  were:  Joseph,  who  is  liv- 

ing with  our  subject;  Thomas,  who  served  in  the 
1 86th  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty - 
two;  Michael,  who  died  at  the  same  age;  Elisha, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five;  John:  Fir- 
mon,  who  died  in  Delaware,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight;  and  Mary  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years. 

On  the  old  home  farm  John  Marshall  was 
reared,  and,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  began 
learning  the  wagon-maker’s  trade  at  Franklin 
Square,  Columbiana  Co..  Ohio,  following  that 
pursuit  in  connection  with  farming.  \\  bile  m 
Columbiana  county  he  built  the  largest  team 
wagon  that  was  ever  made  in  this  State.  The 
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fear  wheels  stood  six  feet  high,  the  front  wheels 
four  feet,  and  twenty-two  barrels  of  flour  could 
be  laid  in  the  bottom  of  the  bed.  Our  subject 
was  a young  man  of  twenty-three  when  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Hancock  county.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
supporting  the  family  from  his  meager  wages, 
which  amounted  to  about  fifty  cents  per  day.  In 
Orange  township,  Hancock  county,  October  19, 
1856,  Mr.  Marshall  married  Martha  Castor,  then 
living  in  Delaware  township,  Hancock  county, 
but  a native  of  Columbiana  county,  born  October 
8,  1830.  Herparents  were  John  and  Jane  (Ster- 
ling) Castor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  located  in 
Delaware  township,  Hancock  county,  where  they 
lived  until  1861,  removing  then  to  Wyandot 
county,  Ohio.  In  1864  our  subject  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  175th  O.  V.  I.,  and  participated  in 
the  hotly-contested  battle  of  Franklin,  where  the 
regiment  lost  106  men.  He  was  then  in  all  the 
engagements  until  after  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Denni- 
son, Ohio,  in  July,  1S65. 

Mr.  Marshall  then  continued  his  residence  in 
Wyandot  county  until  1873,  when  he  purchased 
and  located  on  120  acres  of  partially-improved 
land  in  Henry  township,  Wood  county.  After- 
ward he  sold  forty  acres,  and,  later,  the  remain- 
ing amount;  then,  in  1881,  purchased  sixty-four 
acres  in  Hammansburg,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. On  this  tract  he  has  erected  five  resi- 
dences, and  also  owns  three  houses  and  lots  in 
North  Baltimore.  In  his  business  undertakings 
he  has  prospered,  owing  to  his  enterprise,  indom- 
itable perseverance  and  sound  judgment,  until  to- 
day a well-deserved  success  is  his.  The  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  was  blessed  with  three 
children,  two  of  whom  — Louisa  Demaris  and 
Emma  Jane  — aredeceased;  the  surviving  daugh- 
ter is  Isa  Milda,  wife  of  Artemus  Apple,  of  Henry 
township.  In  politics  Mr.  Marshall  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  has  served  as  assessor  for  one  year, 
while  for  about  five  years  he  has  been  township 
trustee.  He  has  always  been  faithful  to  the  du- 
ties of  both  public  and  private  life,  and  his  ster- 
ling integrity  and  many  excellent  traits  of  char- 
acter have  won  him  high  esteem. 

Henry  Mittek.  Germany  has  sent  many 
substantial  citizens  to  this  country,  and  a number 
of  them,  settling  in  farming  communities,  have 
become  well-to-do  men,  their  native  thrift  and 
industry  causing  them  to  succeed  where  others 
would  fail.  Our  subject  was  born  in  the  1 A.ther- 
land  January  30,  1828,  in  Baden,  son  of  Andrew 
Mitter,  who  was  a farmer  in  fair  circumstances, 


and  had  a family  of  seven  children,  as  follows. 
Henry,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch;  An- 
drew, a millwright,  of  Holgate,  Ohio;  Lena 
(widow  of  John  Armbruster),  also  of  Holgate; 
Rosa  (Mrs.  Jacob  Armbruster),  of  Bryan,  Ohm; 
Joseph,  of  Fremont,  Ohio;  Mary,  Mrs.  Fred 
Benner,  of  Ottawa  county,  Ohio;  and  Fred, 
who  enlisted  in  the  72nd  O.  V.  I.,  served  his  term 
! of  service,  received  an  honorable  discharge,  and 
boarded  a boat  to  return  home,  after  which  noth- 
ing was  ever  heard  of  him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  An- 
drew Mitter  came  to  America  at  the  same  time 
our  subject  emigrated,  settling  in  Sandusky  countv, 
Ohio,  where  they  died. 

Our  subject  received  a good  education  in  his 
native  language,  but  he  has  acquired  all  his 
knowledge  of  English  by  practical  experience. 
His  father  being  a farmer,  he  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  after  his  younger  brothers 
became  old  enough  to  help  at  home  he  com- 
menced to  work  in  a distillery,  continuing  at  that 
work  for  four  years  in  Germany.  When  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  he  was  married,  in  his  native 
country,  to  Miss  Rosa  Baysinger,  and  two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  there:  Rosa,  now  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Lifler,  of  Napoleon,  Ohio,  and  Robert,  a 
farmer  of  Sandusky  county,  Ohio.  In  May,  1S59, 
the  family  sailed  from  Bremen,  Germany,  and, 
after  a voyage  of  thirty-four  days,  landed  in  tins 
country,  coming  directly  to  Fremont,  Sandusky 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  friends  of  theirs  were  living.  A 
tract  of  land,  comprising  eighty  acres,  was  pur- 
chased, for  which  they  paid  $1,800,  although  only 
a small  potato  patch  of  four  acres  had  been 
cleared,  and  the  rest  was  still  new.  In  the  fall  of 
1882,  our  subject  came  to  Six  Points,  Wood  coun- 
ty, where  he  has  since  resided,  for  the  last  couple 
of  years  living  retired  from  active  labor.  In  his 
early  life  he  was  a very  robust  man,  and  he 
worked  hard,  but  he  never  kept  any  comforts  from 
his  family  to  accumulate  money  or  property. 
Since  their  arrival  in  this  country  children  have 
been  added  to  the  family  circle  as  follows:  Charles 
F. , who  lives  at  home;  Emma  (now  Mrs.  John  C 
Michael),  of  Portage  township;  George,  at  home, 
Mary  E. ; and  Andrew,  at  home.  There  were 
others  who  died  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitter  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  highly 
respected  in  the  community.  Mr.  Mitter  is  a 
j Democrat  in  politics. 

J.  A.  McCrory,  a well-known,  leading  citizen 
of  Cygnet,  and  a representative  of  one  of  tin: 
pioneer  families  of  Wood  county,  was  born  m 
| Liberty  township,  February  1 7\  1801.  lb-- 

father,  James  McCrory,  was  a native  of  Pcnns>l- 
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vania.  and  came  to  Wood  county,  with  his 
father,  Samuel  McCrory,  locating  in  Henry  town- 
ship, where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  Here, 
for  his  second  wife,  he  wedded  Mary  A.  Mercer, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children  who  grew  to  adult  age:  William  P., 

Samuel  J.,  Jennie,  our  subject,  Mary  A.,  Horace 
A.  and  Albert  O.  The  mother  is  now  a widow, 
her  husband  having  died  in  October,  1885.  By 
both  marriages  Mr.  McCrory  became  the  father  of 
fourteen  children.  Through  most  of  his  life  he 
followed  farming;  but  for  a time  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  the  village  of  Portage.  He 
was  five  feet,  eight  inches  in  height,  heavy  set, 
but  rheumatism  seized  him  in  later  years,  and  he 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven,  his  remains  being 
interred  in  Mercer  cemetery,  Liberty  township. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  besides  other 
positions  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  was  well-read  on  legal  matters,  though  en- 
tirely a self-educated  man,  had  a good  knowledge 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  could  argue  a question  very 
ably.  For  the  last  three  years  of  his  life  he  was 
a total  abstainer,  though  he  had  always  been.used 
to  drinking,  his  father  having  been  a tavern  keep- 
er, and  always  kept  liquor  in  his  home. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Liberty  township,  and  remained  under  the  pa- 
rentaj  roof  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  teaming,  and  he  also  operated  rented 
land  for  a time.  Later,  he  was  employed  as  a 
barber  in  McComb,  Bowling  Green  and  Jerry 
City,  Ohio;  but  when  the  oil  boom  struck  Wood 
county,  he  again  took  up  teaming,  removing  to 
Cygnet  in  June,  1889.  He  owned  several  teams, 
and  hired  many  more,  and  continued  operations 
along  that  line  until  1890,  when  he  began  the 
livery  business,  in  connection  with  which  he  also 
carried  on  a barber  shop  for  a short  time;  but  in 
June,  1891,  a fire  destroyed  his  barn,  on  which 
there  was  no  insurance.  On  March  10,  1894,  he 
was  again  burned  out,  but  the  following  summer 
he  built  his  present  barn,  50x100  feet,  and  a 
shed,  16x50  feet,  the  largest  establishments  of 
the  kind  in  the  county.  His  well-conducted  liv- 
ery business  has  grown  to  extensive  proportions, 
and  he  also  handles  buggies  and  harness.  On 
January  31,  1886,  in  Portage,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  C.  Myers,  a native  of  Henry  township, 
and  daughter  of  Abraham  Myers,  a farmer.  Two 
children  bless  this  union — Maud  F. , and  Claude  O. 

Mr.  McCrory  takes  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs,  voting  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  has 
always  declined  office,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  when  he  served  as  deputy  marshal.  He 
is  a charter  member  of  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge 


No.  384,  of  Cygnet,  and  was  connected  with  the 
Grange  during  its  existence.  Public-spirited  to  a 
great  degree,  he  takes  a commendable  interest 
in  everything  tending  to  the  advancement  and 
welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  being  foremost 
in  the  support  of  any  improvements. 

John7  L.  Lovel.  To  a student  of  human 
nature  there  is  nothing  of  greater  interest  than 
to  examine  into  the  life  and  character  of  a self- 
made  man,  who,  realizing  that  success  is  not  a 
matter  of  family  connections,  or  the  result  of 
fortunate  circumstances,  steadily,  and  persistently 
works  his  way  upward,  and  uses  the  obstacles 
which  he  meets  in  his  career  as  stepping  stones 
to  something  higher.  To  this  class  belongs  Mr. 
Lovel,  and  with  pleasure  we  present  to  our  read- 
ers his  life  record. 

Born  in  Wheatfield  township,  Niagara  Co., 
N.  Y.,  September  8,  1828,  he  is  a son  of  James 
and  Annie  (Meeker)  Lovel,  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  the  mother  having  been  born  in 
Tioga  county.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  also  took  contracts  to  get  out  ship 
timber.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  after- 
ward located  within  nine  miles  of  Niagara  Falls, 
where  he  lived  for  about  twenty  years.  Lie  then 
removed  to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  purchasing 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Pleasant  township,  where 
he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1846,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
His  wife  died  at  North  Baltimore,  Wood  county, 
in  1882,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  named  children  — 
Joseph,  a carpenter  of  McComb,  Ohio;  Simeon, 
who  died  of  cholera  in  Cincinnati,  in  1855:  Mary 
Ann,  widow  of  Jacob  Grubb,  of  North  Baltimore, 
Ohio;  Diana  Adelia,  widow  of  John  Pickens, 
who  died  in  the  Union  army,  during  the  Civil 
war;  Harrison,  who  died  in  childhood;  John  L.,  of 
this  sketch,  and  William  J.,  who  went  to  Illinois 
in  1877,  and  still  resides  there. 

Our  subject  received  only  such  educational 
privileges  as  the  district  schools  afforded.  In  his 
youth  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  several  years,  and  also  worked  in  a 
sawmill  owned  by  his  brother.  He  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when,  with  the  family,  he  located 
in  Hancock  county,  Ohio.  He  had  aided  in 
driving  the  teams  and  stock  from  the  old  home  in 
New  York,  and  then  gave  his  assistance  to  his 
father  in  the  development  and  improvement  of 
i the  farm  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  home  and, 

1 in  company  with  his  brother.  Joseph,  embarked 
in  the  sawmill  business  in  Pleasant  township, 

I Hancock  county,  carrying  on  operations  along 
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that  line  for  about  seven  years,  when  he  sold  his  I 
interest  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He 
purchased  land  in  the  same  township,  and  con- 
tinued its  cultivation  until  after  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  war. 

In  i<S6i  Mr.  Lovel  responded  to  the  country’s  | 
call  for  troops,  and  followed  the  ensign  of  Com- 
pany H,  2 ist  O.  V.  I.  He  remained  with  that 
command  for  about  seventeen  months,  and  then 
re-enlisted,  in  the  39th  O.  V.  I.,  with  which  he 
continued  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  , 
captured  by  the  enemy  in  South  Carolina,  while 
on  the  March  to  the  Sea,  but  on  a rainy  night 
succeeded  in  making  his  escape,  and  again  reached 
the  Union  lines.  He  participated  in  many  a 
hotly-contested  battle,  and  made  for  himself  an 
honorable  war  record.  When  the  war  was  over, 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  and  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  Hancock  county. 

After  a short  time,  however,  Mr.  Lovel  re- 
moved to  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  and  later  to 
Michigan,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  pine 
land  for  $2.50  per  acre.  A year  later  he  sold  it 
for  $12  per  acre,  and  subsequently  resided  for  a 
short  period  in  Paulding  county,  Ohio.  His  next 
home  was  in  Whiteside  county.  III.  There  he 
rented  a farm  until  1SS4,  when  he  returned  to 
the  Buckeye  State  and  purchased  a tile  and  brick 
factory,  and  also  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  now 
does  an  extensive  business  in  the  manufacture  of 
tile  and  brick,  being  associated  in  this  enterprise 
with  his  son,  C.  D.  He  has  cleared  all  of  his 
land,  and  now  has  a profitable  and  highly  im- 
proved farm,  as  well  as  one  of  the  leading  and 
paying  industries  of  Wood  county. 

About  1852  Mr.  Lovel  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Almira  Brooks,  who  died  in  Blanchard 
township,  Putnam  Co.,  Ohio.  They  had  six 
children — William,  who  resides  in  Illinois;  Mrs. 
Margaret  Hipkins,  of  Putnam  county;  Amarilla, 
wife  of  Elias  Agner,  of  Putnam  county;  Calvin 
D.,  at  home;  Ellsworth,  a merchant  of  McComb, 
Ohio;  and  James,  who  is  living  in  Leipsic,  Put- 
nam county.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Lovel 
chose  Isabel  Woodcock,  widow  of  Ben  Beal,  who 
was  killed  in  the  war.  Of  the  second  union  there 
is  one  daughter,  Isabel.  In  politics,  Mr.  Lovel 
is  a stalwart  Republican,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  community. 

Elmer  E.  Stearns,  a well-known  and  popu- 
lar educator  of  Wood  county,  where  he  is  also 
employed  in  the  oil  business,  makes  his  home  in 
Bays.  He  is  a native  of  this  county,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Perry  township,  November 
20,  1862.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Jus- 


tus and  Sarah  A.  (Davis)  Stearns.  The  former, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  on  coming  to 
Ohio,  located  in  Richland  county,  and  the  year 
1833  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Wood  county.  For  a time,  in  later  years, 
he  kept  a tavern  at  West  Millgrove;  but  his  last 
days  were  passed  at  Bowling  Green,  where  his 
death  occurred  September  8,  1888. 

John  Stearns,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Montgomery  township,  July  6,  1S39,  was 
reared  in  that  and  Perry  townships,  and  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio,  wedded  Elizabeth  Myers,  a 
native  of  that  count}-.  After  two  years’  resi- 
dence in  -Perry  township  the  parents  removed  to 
Plain  township,  but  now  make  their  home  in' 
Bowling  Green.  They  reared  four  sons,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest,  the  others  being: 
William  S.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Lib- 
erty township;  Charles,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Milton  township.  Wood  county;  and  Frank  J.. 
who  is  also  married  and  operates  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  Plain  township. 

In  the  latter  township  Elmer  E.  Stearns 
passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  be- 
ing educated  in  its  schools  and  at  Weston.  He 
completed  his  scholastic  training  in  Wooster. 
Ohio,  after  which  he  began  teaching,  being  first 
employed  in  Plain  township  in  t 884.  He  has  also 
taught  in  Milton  township;  but  lor  the  past  three 
years  he  has  followed  that  profession  in  Liberty 
township  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

In  1886,  in  Plain  township,  Mr.  Stearns  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Naomi  C.  Buvinger, 
who  was  born  in  Dayton.  Ohio,  and  is  a daughter 
of  William  and  Hattie  (Goodenough)  Buvinger. 
natives  of  England,  who,  on  coming  to  Ohio, 
located  in  Huron  county,  whence  they  came  to 
Wood  county,  and  now  make  their  home  at 
Bowling  Green.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  has 
been  born  a daughter — Flora  B.  Mrs.  Stearns 
is  now  engaged  in  teaching  at  Bays,  which  pro- 
fession she  has  followed  for  the  past  ten  years  in 
Wood  county.  Both  she  and  her  husband  are 
numbered  among  the  progressive  and  capable 
educators  of  the  county,  and,  being  themsebe.' 
excellent  scholars,  have  the  power  of  imparting 
their  knowledge  to  others. 

On  political  questions,  Mr.  Stearns  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party ; socially,  he  belongs  t > 
Weston  Lodge  No.  Si,  I.  O.  O.  E.,  while  both  h 
and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Daughters 
Rebekah,  and  religiously,  hold  membership 
the  Disciples  Church,  at  Bowling  Green.  L x 
are  earnest  Christian  people,  and  take  a p ' > • 
nent  part  in  everything  that  will  promote  tae 
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moral  and  educational,  as  well  as  the  material, 
welfare  of  the  county. 

George  Eiting  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Ger- 
many, September  30,  1846,  and  is  the  only  child 
of  George  and  Maria  (Bender)  Eiting,  also  na- 
tives of  that  locality.  The  father  was  born  in 
1815,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  When 
young  he  also  learned  the  trade  of  soap-making. 
His  death  occurred  in  his  native  land,  in  1871, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1873. 

Our  subject  attended  school  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  fourteen  years,  and  then  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  when  he  joined  the  Germany  army,  and 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Millers,  with  the 
Ninth  Battery  of  Artillery,  in  the  war  between 
Erance  and  Germany.  His  army  service  lasted 
five  months.  At  his  native  place,  in  November, 
1871,  Mr.  Eiting  married  Miss  Barbara  Kimmick, 
who  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  May  3,  1S44. 
They  lived  on  the  old  homestead  until  Septem- 
ber, 1 8S0,  and  then  with  their  four  children 
sailed  for  America,  taking  passage  on  the  steamer 
“Rhine,”  at  Bremen.  Twelve  days  later  they 
landed  at  New  York,  and  came  direct  to  Wood 
county.  Mr.  Eiting  brought  with  him  $3,000, 
and  in  Henry  township  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  at  once  began  to  clear  and  im- 
prove. This  was  no  easy  task, but  as  t. me  passed 
he  tiled  his  land,  has  transformed  it  into  rich  and 
fertile  fields,  and  now  has  a very  valuable  and 
productive  place.  He  is  therefore  ranked  among 
the  leading  and  substantial  farmers  of  the  com- 
munity. His  political  support  is  given  the  De- 
mocracy, while  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Luther- 
an. To  him  and  his  wife  have  been  born  seven 
children,  namely:  George,  who  works  in  the  oil 

fields;  Mary,  wife  of  Jacob  Blocher,  of  North 
Baltimore,  Ohio;  Jacob,  who  works  in  the  oil 
fields;  and  Barbara,  William,  Clara,  and  Charles, 
all  at  home. 

Daniel  L.  Kunkler.  Among  the  influential 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Bloom  township,  who 
are  indebted  for  their  present  prosperous  condi- 
tion to  their  own  industry  and  energy,  and  who 
have  raised  themselves  in  the  world  from  a state 
of  comparative  penury  to  that  of  ease  and  com- 
fort, is  the  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  is 
written.  He  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Big- 
lick  township,  Hancock  count}’,  June  5,  1852. 

His  father,  Louis  Kunkler,  was  a native  of 
Nassau,  Germany,  and  when  nine  years  of  age 
was  brought  by  his  father,  Daniel  Kunkler,  to 
the  United  States,  locating  in  Pennsylvania, 


where  they  remained  about  a year.  Their  next 
home  was  near  McCutchenville,  Wyandot  Co., 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  two  years,  when  thev 
located  on  a forty-acre  tract  of  land  in  Big  Spring 
township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  becoming  early 
settlers  of  that  locality.  In  Biglick  township, 
Hancock  count}’,  Louis  Kunkler  wedded  Miss 
Arabel  Baker,  who  was  born  on  Walnut  creek. 
Fairfield  Co.,  Ohio,  April  5,  1827,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susana  (Bright)  Baker. 
Three  children  graced  this  union:  Lucinda,  born 
January  25,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  W.  K.  Fred- 
erick, of  Jerry  City,  Ohio;  Susan,  born  July  19. 
1850,  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Frederick,  and 
on  his  death  married  J.  A.  Bailey,  of  Bloom 
township;  Daniel  L.  being  the  youngest.  The 
father  died  October  19,  1852,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  years,  and  was  buried  at  McCutch- 
enville, Ohio.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat. 
The  widow  wa.s  left  with  the  three  children,  the 
eldest  being  not  yet  five  years  old.  She  after- 
ward became  the  wife  of  Freed  Dille,  by  whom 
she  had  one  son,  Squire  S.,  now  a physician  of 
Pernberville,  Ohio;  she  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject,  and  is  sixty-nine  years  old. 

At  the  age  of  seven  Daniel  L.  Kunkler  went 
to  live  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  attending 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  in  Big  Spring 
township,  Seneca  county,  as  the  opportunity 
afforded.  On  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1S69,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  the  grandfather  dis- 
posed of  his  property  in  that  county,  and  went  to 
live  with  members  of  his  family  in  Steuben 
county,  Ind.,  where  he  died  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Our  sub- 
ject was  thus  thrown  upon  his  own  resources, 
and,  in  order  to  gain  a livelihood,  worked  for 
farmers  until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  the  direction 
of  Levi  Kistler,  of  Bairdstown,  Wood  county, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  five  years.  In  Bloom 
township.  March  25,  1877,  he  was  married,  by 
Squire  W.  S.  Richard,  to  Lucy  A.  Bailey,  who 
was  born  June  it,  1858,  a daughter  of  Jacob 
Bailey,  a farmer  of  that  locality.  They  became 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Ervy,  born  Januar} 
19,  1878;  and  EdnaB.,  born  June  6,  1888  The 
son  is  an  excellent,  intelligent  young  man,  and 
when  only  fifteen  years  old  passed  the  required 
examination  to  obtain  a teacher's  certificate,  but, 
as  he  was  too  young  to  teach,  it  was  two  years 
later  before  he  had  charge  of  a school.  1 he 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  October  2(5. 
1894,  and  was  buried  in  Baird  cemetery,  Bloom 
township. 
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For  one  3’ear  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Kunkler 
continued  to  follow  his  trade  at  Bairdstown,  and 
then  went  to  jerry  City,  where  he  was  employed 
at  the  same  occupation,  or  at  anything  by  which 
he  could  gain  an  honest  dollar.  In  the  former 
place  he  had  owned  a house  and  lot,  which  he 
traded  for  eleven  acres  near  jerry  City,  giving 
$400,  and  this  property  he  later  sold  for  $1000. 
During  his  two-years’  residence  in  that  place,  he 
also  worked  in  the  stave  factory.  In  June,  1S82, 
he  purchased  forty  acres  in  Section  22,  Bloom 
township,  going  in  debt  $800  for  the  same,  and 
to  that  farm  removed  the  following  March.  An 
old  log  house  and  stable  stood  upon  the  place, 
and  his  stock  consisted  of  one  hog  and  one  cow; 
but  he  at  once  entered  upon  the  cultivation  of 
his  land,  erected  a comfortable  home  and  sub- 
stantial barn,  and  has  now  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved places  of  the  vicinity.  He  is  progressive 
in  his  methods,  and  deserves  great  credit  for  the 
success  he  has  achieved.  In  political  opinions 
he  sides  with  the  Democrats,  and  has  been 
elected  school  director,  constable,  and  trustee 
(three  years)  in  a Republican  township,  which 
speaks  well  for  his  ability  and  popularity; 
socially,  he  has  been  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  since  January,  1874,  belonging  to  Vitus  Lodge 
No.  602,  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Jerry  City,  of  which  he 
is  a charter  member. 

J.  A.  Bailey,  an  honored  farmer  of  Bloom 
township,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Simon)  Bade}',  and  was  born  in  Bloom 
Center,  February  28,  1849.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  he  passed  in  the  manner  of  most  farmer 
boys,  attending  the  district  schools  through  the 
winter,  while  in  summer  he  worked  on  the  home 
farm.  At  the  age  of , twenty-two  years  he  was 
married  in  Bloom  township  to  Susan  Frederick, 
a native  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  a daughter 
of  Anthony  and  Rhoda  Frederick.  He  then  lo- 
cated upon  a part  of  the  old  homestead,  which 
he  operated  some  five  years.  There  his  wife  died 
August  5,  1 87 5,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in 
Weaver  cemetery,  Bloom  township.  She  left 
four  children:  Florence,  now  Mrs.  Charles 

Wirick,  of  Bloom  township;  Clarissa,  wife  of 
Gideon  Dennis,  of  the  same  township;  and  Sa- 
villa  and  Drusilla  (twins),  the  former  of  whom 
died  at  the  age  of  six  months,  the  latter  now 
making  her  home  with  her  grandfather,  Freder- 
ick, at  Bloom  Center. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Bailee  broke 
up  housekeeping,  and  for  some  time  made  his 
home  with  his  parents,  during  which  period  he 
traveled  extensively  over  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Mis- 


! souri.  When  a young  man  of  eighteen  he  had 
visited  Whiteside  county,  Ilk,  and  also  some  lo- 
calities in  Iowa.  On  April  17,  1SS4,  he  was 
again  married,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Susan  Fred- 
erick, widow  of  Charles  Frederick,  and  daughter 
of  Lewis  Kunkler.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Han- 
cock county,  Ohio,  July  19,  1S50,  and,  her  fa- 
ther having  died  when  she  was  about  two  years 
: old,  she  became  an  inmate  of  her  grandfather's 
(Daniel  Ivunkler's)  home.  She  remained  with 
him  until  sixteen  years  of  age  when  she  came  to 
Wood  countv.  where  she  worked  out  as  a domes- 
tic, though  she  considered  her  home  was  with 
her  mother."  then  the  wife  of  Solomon  Frederick, 
of  Bloom  township.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife:  Hollis  H.,  born 
September  22,  1 S S 5 ; and  Frank,  born  February 
17,  1S91. 

After  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Bailey  lived 
■ for  two  years  at  Bloom  Center,  during  which  time 
he  operated  his  father’s  farm;  but  in  February, 
18S6,  he  removed  to  Section  3,  Bloom  town- 
i ship,  where  he  purchased  thirty-five  acres,  and 
has  built  thereon  a comfortable  home,  otherwise 
making  many  good  improvements.  Politically, 
Mr.  Bailey  was  for  several  years  a Democrat,  but 
is  not  at  present  bound  b_v  party  ties,  reserving 
! the  privilege  of  selecting  his  candidate,  regardless 
i of  party  affiliations.  In  1893  he  u'as  elected,  on 
! the  Democratic  ticket,  trustee  of  Bloom  town- 
j ship;  also  served  as  school  director  of  District 
No.  2 for  several  years,  and  has  been  supervisor 
of  his  district.  He  now  holds  membership  with 
Vitus  Lodge  No.  602,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Jerry  City, 
though  he  formerly  belonged  to  Bloom  Lodge 
No.  406,  of  Bloomdale.  An  honest,  hard-work- 
ing man.  his  upright  life  has  won  the  confidence 
1 of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

James  F.  Long,  a successful  farmer  and  en- 
terprising citizen  of  Portage  township,  was  born 
in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  August  17,  1845,  and 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Matilda  (Markelov  Long. 

James  Long,  Sr.,  was  born  near  Philadelphia. 
His  father  also  named  fames)  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  came  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  at 
an  early  period,  dying  there  and  leaving  his 
family,  consisting  of  ten  children,  comfortably 
situated.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  eld- 
est child.  He  attended  school  only  three  months, 
but  obtained  a fair  education  by  studying  at 
home.  In  Ashland  county,  he  married  MB* 
Matilda  M rkeley,  a native  of  that  county,  and  1 
daughter  of  P ter  Markelov,  an  early  pi  nna  1 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Long  went  to  fanning  on 
a small  place  in  Ashland  county.  He  had  left 
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home  when  fifteen  years  old,  incurring  the  dis- 
pleasure of  his  father,  who  left  him  cut  of  his  | 
will.  About  1856  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  moved  to 
Holmes  township,  Crawford  county,  on  a farm 
of  twenty  acres.  His  wife  died  in  1858,  and  for 
his  second  wife  he  wedded  Miss  Sophia  Shaeffer, 
who  still  lives  in  Sandusky  county.  Mr.  Long 
died  in  Holmes  township,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  : 
years.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  Long  by  his 
first  wife  were:  Lavina,  who  married  (1)  Levi 

Helm,  and  (2)  Peter  Reed,  and  died  in  Portage 
township;  Joseph  died  when  seven  years  old; 
John  is  a farmer  in  Center  township;  Sarah  J.  is  j 
now  Mrs.  Noah  Helm,  of  Liberty  township; 
James  F.  is  our  subject.  The  children  by  Mr.  i 
Long’s  second  wife,  who  lived  to  maturity,  were: 
Susan,  who  married  and  died  in  Wyandot  county;  I 
Delilah,  now  Mrs.  John  Kryder,  of  Wyandot  coun- 
ty; Nancy  married  Abram  Feil,  of  Sandusky  coun- 
ty; Philip  lives  in  Sandusky  county,  as  does  also 
William.  Mr.  Long  was  a Democrat,  and  took 
great  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  He 
did  not  aspire  to  office, but  held  some  minor  posi- 
tions. The  mother  of  our  subject  is  buried  in  1 
Wayne  county. 

Our  subject  attended  the  Ashland  Academy 
at  Ashland,  Ohio,  which  w'as  at  that  time  an  old 
pioneer  school.  He  began  going  there  when  but 
four  and  a half  years  old,  and  attended  regularly  : 
until  eleven,  when  his  parents  moved  to  Craw- 
ford county,  and  his  career  at  school  was  sud- 
denly closed,  as  he  never  went  again.  He  worked 
at  home  for  his  parents  until  his  enlistment,  Au- 
gust 12,  1862,  in  Company  L,  10th  O.  V.  C. , at 
Mansfield.  The  company  went  to  Cleveland,  I 
where  the  organization  was  completed,  and  it 
was  then  sent  south  to  Murfreesboro,  Tenn. , its 
first  engagement  being  at  Snow  Hill.  Mr.  Long 
participated  in  all  of  the  engagements  with  his 
regiment  until  he  received  a wound,  March  10, 
1865,  at  “Kilpatrick’s  Surprise,”  or  Solomon’s 
Grove,  N.  C. , when  he  was  sent  to  the  Wilming- 
ton Hospital,  and,  after  a few  days,  was  taken 
down  Cape  Fear  river  to  Smithland,  where  he 
remained  until  July  3,  1865,  coming  at  that  time 
to  Cleveland,  where  he  arrived  about  the  time 
the  rest  of  his  regiment  was  discharged,  August 
10,  1865. 

Mr.  Long  went  to  Crawford  county,  and 
worked  at  chopping  wood,  he  and  his  brother 
cutting  2,450  cords  of  four-foot  wood  in  four 
winters.  In  October,  1865,  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  timber  land  in  Center  township,  paying 
on  it  $300,  which  he  had  saved  from  his  army 
pay.  In  Crawford  county  he  worked  until  the 
fall  of  1869,  when  he  came  to  Wood  county  and 


made  some  improvements  on  his  land  there, 
afterward  selling  it,  and  buying  forty  acres  in 
Section  3,  Portage  township,  in  the  spring  of 
1871.  This  was  all  timber  land  but  one  and  one- 
half  acres,  and  he  at  once  began  improving  it. 
On  October  10,  1871,  he  was  married,  in  Bowl- 
ing Green,  to  Miss  Frances  J.  Underwood,  who 
was  born  in  Liberty  township,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam Underwood.  She  was  a teacher,  and  taught 
nine  terms  in  the  district  schools.  .This  union 
resulted  in  five  children:  Elmer  J.,  Aiden,  Es- 

telle, James  F.,  Jr.,  and  Iona,  all  of  whom  are 
at  home.  Mrs.  Long  died  September  15,  1S91, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Portage  cemetery.  Mr. 
Long's  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Henry  Rees,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Cludey.  I11  1892  Mr.  Long 
erected  a good,  substantial  residence,  where  he 
and  his  family  are  now  living. 

Although  his  father  was  a Democrat,  and  he 
lives  in  a Democratic  neighborhood,  Mr.  Long  is 
a stanch  Republican,  and  has  always  been  a hard 
worker  for  the  success  of  his  party,  but  never 
asked  for  office.  He  is  an  extensive  reader  and 
observer,  has  a retentive  memory,  and  is  well 
posted  on  all  the  issues  of  the  day.  He  is  a man 
of  natural  intelligence,  a shrewd  business  man,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  Portage  township. 

D.  J.  Shoemaker  is  the  genial  and  popular- 
proprietor  of  a leading  grocery  store  in  Dowling, 
and  belongs  to  that  class  of  energetic,  wide- 
awake business  men  to  whom  a community  owes 
its  prosperity  and  advancement.  He  was  born 
in  Findlay,  Ohio,  June  20,  1851.  His  father, 
Henry  Shoemaker,  was  a native  of  Virginia. and, 
on  leaving  the  Old  Dominion,  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  he  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land,  there  making  his  home 
until  1S64,  when  he  sold  and  removed  to  Perrys 
burg  township,  buying  a farm  of  240  acres, 
which  he  cultivated  until  his  death.  He  was 
married  in  Fairfield  county,  to  Cynthia  Roberts, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children: 
George,  a farmer  of  southern  Kansas,  now  serv- 
; ing  as  county  commissioner;  Mary,  wife  of  Alex. 

, Beard;  Uritta,  wife  of  David  Beard;  Susan,  wife 
of  Melvin  Parker;  D.  J. ; Wallace;  Byron;  Tissie, 
wife  of  Myron  Shannon;  Owen,  who  died  while 
repulsing  a Rebel  charge  during  the  Rebellion: 
and  two  who  died  in  childhood.  The  mother  of 
1 this  family  is  now  living  with  our  subject. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  review  was  reared 
; on  a farm,  and  lor  a number  of  years  carried  on 
1 agricultural  pursuits,  lie  then  engaged  in  con- 
: trading  and  building  for  sixteen  years,  and  after- 


. 


. 


■ 


' 

■ 

- 

' 

, : r 

. 

■ 

. ,ti,  Id  . p j •?  u>f  in  ri  \o  isn’t  pdi 


1340 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


ward  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Perrysburg 
township,  and,  later,  eighty  acres.  On  selling 
that  property,  he  bought  120  acres  near  Deshler,  i 
which  he  still  owns  and  operates.  In  1888,  he  j 
embarked  in  the  grocery  trade,  and  now  has  | 
a well-appointed  establishment,  while  from  the 
public  he  receives  a liberal  patronage.  On  Feb-  j 
ruary  23,  1873,  Mr.  Shoemaker  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Miekle,  who  was  born  in  ! 
Scotland,  in  1S51,  a daughter  of  John  Miekle,  of 
Scotch  Ridge,  Ohio,  and  three  children  graced 
their  union:  Wilbur;  Ober;  and  Johnnie  (de- 

ceased). The  parents  are  active  members  of  and 
prominent  workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Shoemaker  is  a stal- 
wart Republican,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  j 
served  as  school  director;  socially,  he  is  con-  j 
nected  with  Freedom  Lodge  No.  723,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Pemberville.  His  success  is  an  indication 
of  persistent  effort,  earnest  application,  and 
capable  management,  and  he  holds  high  rank  in 
business  circles. 

Amos  Coy.  The  representatives  of  the  farm- 
ing and  fruit-growing  interests  of  Ross  township 
acknowledge  this  gentleman  as  one  of  the  most 
important  factors  who  aided  in  bringing  his  sec- 
tion of  the  county  to  its  present  enviable  con- 
dition. Fie  was  born  in  Ross  township,  in  1859, 
and  is  a son  of  George  and  Rebecca  (Packer) 
Coy.  His  father  was  a native  of  Oxfordshire, 
England,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  brought 
by  his  father,  Ezra  Coy,  to  the  United  States. 
They  first  located  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  but  in 
the  “’30s”  became  residents  of  Ross  township,  j 
Wood  county,  where  Ezra  Coy  died.  In  that 
township,  the  son  was  married,  ancl  located  upon 
the  farm  in  Section  31,  where  our  subject  now 
resides.  There  his  death  occurred  in  March,  [ 
1893,  and  his  wife  who  had  long  preceded  him  to 
the  other  world,  died  in  1874.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them:  Mrs.  Ann  Blondin,  of  Ore- 

gon township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Ellen 
Cowles,  of  Lake  township,  Wood  county;  Alice, 
wife  of  Henry  Rideout,  of  Ross  township;  and 
Amos,  of  this  sketch.  The  early  life  of  Mr.  Coy 
was  spent  after  the  manner  of  most  farmer's 
sons,  in  a comparatively  uneventful  manner, 
during  which  he  attended  the  common  schools, 
and  made  himself  useful  around  the  homestead 
as  his  years  increased.  He  now  owns  a good  six- 
ty-acre farm,  highly  cultivated  and  improved,  on  1 
which  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  gen  .-ml  farm- 
ing and  fruit-growing. 

In  1887,  in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  was  solem-  j 
nized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Coy  and  Miss  Emma 


Wright,  who  was  born  in  Ross  township,  this 
county,  where  her  father,  James  WTight,  had  lo- 
cated at  an  early  day,  but  is  now  engaged  in 
gardening  at  East  Toledo.  Two  children  grace 
this  union — George  and  Alma. 

To  give  proper  care  to  his  business  interests, 
absorbs  the  greater  portion  of  his  time,  but  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  he  pauses  between  his 
pressing  duties  to  interest  himself  in  the  welfare 
of  his  native  county,  and  assists,  as  opportunity 
offers,  in  the  enterprises  tending  to  its  develop- 
ment and  progress.  He  votes  the  straight  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  but  has  steadily  declined  to  be- 
come an  'office-seeker,  being  convinced  that  he 
can  serve  the  interests  of  the  public  fully  as  well 
by  sustaining  the  principles  of  the  party,  and  al- 
lowing other  men  to  enjoy  the  offices. 

Fredrick  Amos,  a retired  pioneer  farmer  of 
Portage  township,  was  born  February  8,  1831,  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  and  is  a son  of  Michael  Amos. 
The  family,  which  consisted  of  parents  and  seven 
children — Michael,  Catherine,  Adam,  George, 
Fredrick,  Margaret  and  Jacob,  the  two  latter 
being  twins — sailed  from  Le  Havre  De  Grace, 
France,  in  [837,  for  America,  securing  passage 
on  a three-masted  ship.  The  voyage  was  a 
rough  one  and  many  storms  were  encountered, 
during  one  of  which,  the  lightning  ran  down  the 
mainmast,  killing  three  sailors,  and  just  missing 
three  kegs  of  powder.  Ninety  days  were  spent 
on  the  ocean  before  they  reached  New  York. 
The  parents  and  the  family  came  west  to  New 
Lisbon,  Ohio,  by  way  of  the  Hudson  river  and 
railroad  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  lake  to  Cleveland, 
there  taking  wagons.  The  family  remained  in 
New  Lisbon  six  months,  during  which  time  the 
father  went  to  Wood  county  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  1,  Portage  township,  ami 
then  returned  for  his  wife  and  children.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1838,  they  drove  from  New  Lisbon  t > 
Wood  county,  having  the  use  of  an  ox-team  par? 
of  the  way.  Three-quarters  of  an  acre  had  been 
cleared,  and  a small  shanty,  12x15  feet,  had  been 
erected,  which  was  their  first  home  in  the  wildm  - 
ness.  To  add  to  their  other  troubles  Mr.  Am  - 
died  in  August,  1838,  and  his  wife  was  left  with 
seven  children,  a stranger  in  a strange  land.  1 F- 
nearest  neighbor  lived  one-half  mile  distant  ami 
the  next  nearest,  five  miles.  Mrs.  Amos  " 
without  money  and,  although  the  children  heip 
all  they  could,  they  were  too  young  t<>  hi 
much  use.  They  were  obliged  to  trade 
clothes  brought  from  Germany  for  powi- 
and  nettles  were  cooked  for  greens.  IFshL 
this,  the  children  suffered  from  ague.  After  a t 
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years  of  varying'  fortune  the  crops  began  to  thrive, 
but  suffered  much  from  the  ravages  of  wild  ani- 
mals. 

Fredrick,  our  subject,  was  thirteen  years  old 
before  he  was  able  to  attend  school,  and  then  for 
only  a few  months.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-one  years  old,  at  which  time  he  started 
out  for  himself.  In  May,  1S5S,  he  was  married 
in  Portage  township,  to  Miss  Martha  Mercer,  a 
native  of  that  town,  and  a daughter  of  William 
Mercer,  one  of  its  pioneers.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Samantha  E.  (now  Mrs.  Isaac 

Shinew),  of  Portage  township;  Caroline,  now  the 
wife  of  Exel  Phillips,  of  Webster  township;  Earl 
D.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Seymour  and  Seymourse 
(twins), the  former  of  whom  is  a farmer  of  Henry 
county,  the  latter  dying  when  two  years  old; 
Fredrick,  deceased  in  infancy;  Adeibert,  at 
home;  Lucy,  married  to  Edward  Pugh,  of  Milton 
township;  and  Clara  B.,  now  the  wife  of  Lewis 
Shinew,  of  Portage  township.  Our  subject  took 
for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Kring,  widow 
of  Peter  Kring.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Amos  had  fifty  acres  of  land,  on  which  his 
mother  lived  with  him  for  four  years.  In  March, 
[S74,  he  came  to  Portage  township,  and  "lived  for 
two  years  in  Portage  village.  He  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Section  9,  and  in  1893  built  him 
a good,  comfortable  home.  He  is  a Democrat, 
but  does  not  seek  office,  preferring  to  look  after 
his  own  business.  He  has  had  a rather  rough 
time  of  it,  and  has  been  unfortunate  in  many 
ways,  but  he  has  overcome  his  bad  luck,  and  is 
to-day  a successful  farmer,  and  a respected  cit- 
izen of  the  township.  Flis  present  wife  is  a most 
estimable  woman,  and  an  excellent  helpmate. 
He  is  a member  of  the  F.  &.  A.  M.,  at  Bowling 
Green,  and  is  retired  from  active  life. 

Charles  G.  Wirick.  Among  the  young  men 
of  Wood  county  who  have  selected  agriculture  as 
their  vocation  in  life,  and  judging  from  present 
indications  are  bound  to  succeed  in  their  chosen 
calling,  is  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice, 
who  is  a resident  of  Bloom  township.  He  was 
born  January  22,  1870,  on  the  farm  which  is  still 
his  home,  and  is  a son  of  David  and  Mary  A. 
(Smith)  Wirick.  His  mother  died  during  his  in- 
fancy, and  he  was  then  taken  to  the  home  of 
his  uncle,  Solomon  Smith,  where  he  remained  a 
year;  but,  with  the  exception  of  that  period,  he 
remained  with  his  father  up  to  the  time  of  his 
marriage.  His  education  was  obtained  in  Dis- 
trict School  No.  3,  his  first  teacher  being  Della 
Drane. 

On  September  7,  1892,  Mr.  Wirick  was 


united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  Bailey,  a 
native  of  Bloom  Center,  Wood  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  A.  Bailey.  The  household  is 
i brightened  by  the  presence  of  a little  son — Squire 
D.,  born  November  18,  1893.  After  his  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Wirick  located  on  his  uncle’s  (Sol- 
omon Smith)  farm,  which  he  operated  until  the 
! spring  of  1893,  since  when  he  has  owned  and 
| cultivated  the  old  homestead,  in  Section  8, 
Bloom  township,  which  comprises  eighty  acres  of 
as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county.  He 
also  engages  in  teaming  in  the  oil  fields,  keeping 
several  horses  for  that  purpose.  In  politics  he 
is  independent,  voting  for  the  man,  not  the  party. 
Although  young  in  years,  he  is  one  of  the  repre- 
! sentative  men  of  his  township,  occupying  a high 
| place  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
is  an  energetic  straightforward  business  man, 
i enjoying  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact. 

Charles  H.  Coy.  Among  the  progressive 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  Wood  county  there 
are  very  few  who  are  the  peers  of  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  sketch.  His  residence  is  situat- 
ed in  Section  32,  Ross  township,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged principally  in  general  farming.  His  birth 
occurred  in  that  township  September  16,  1854, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Mercy  (Gardner) 
i Coy.  The  father,  who  was  a native  of  Oxford- 
1 shire,  England,  came  to  America  at  an  early  day, 

| and  became  a resident  of  Perrysburg,  Wood 
county.  Here  he  married,  and  upon  a farm  in 
Ross  township  made  his  home.  Six  of  his  seven 
j children  grew  to  adult  age,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary 

! Eggleston,  of  Ross  township;  Mrs.  Caroline 
Dixon,  of  West  Toledo,  Ohio;  Louisa,  wife  of 
1 Isaac  Rideout,  of  Ross  township;  Addis,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Fred  Wachter,  and  died  in  Ross 
township;  Charles  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
William  O.,  who  is  living  on  the  home  farm. 
For  many  years  the  father  served  as  trustee  of 
Ross  township,  and  there  died  in  1883,  while  his 
wife  departed  this  life  in  December,  1893. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  re- 
| ceived  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
j Ross  township,  then  called  Perrysburg  township, 
and  was  reared  upon  a farm.  In  his  early  man- 
! hood  he  commenced  agricultural  pursuits  for  him- 
self, and  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming 
and  gardening,  owning  1 37]  acres  in  the  home 
farm,  and  eleven  acres  just  outside  the  city  limits 
of  Toledo.  His  land  is  all  highly  cultivated  and 
I improved,  and  he  erected  thereon  substantial 
1 farm  buildings.  On  January  1,  1876,  m Ross 
1 township,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr 
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Coy  and  Miss  Carrie  Wales,  a native  of  that  town- 
ship, and  a daughter  of  Oscar  and  Sophronia 
(Horton)  Wales,  who  were  born  in  New  York, 
but  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Wood 
county.  The  father  now  makes  his  home  in  Ful- 
ton county,  Ohio,  but  the  mother  is  deceased. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  six  chil- 
dren: Addie;  Fannie:  Carrie,  who  died  in  1S86; 

Charley,  who  died  in  1890;  Raymond  and  Mars. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1S90,  and,  in  1893,  Mr.  Coy  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Flor- 
ence Crane,  who  was  born  in  Lake  township, 
Wood  county,  where  her  father,  Thomas  Iv. 
Crane,  still  makes  his  home.  One  child  graces 
this  union,  Aaron  Edward.  Politically  Mr.  Coy 
is  an  adherent  to  the  principles  of  Jeffersonian 
Democracy,  and  although  not  an  office  seeker 
has  been  trustee  of  Ross  township  since  1893. 
He  is  an  intelligent,  industrious  and  energetic 
citizen,  who  takes  a very  prominent  place  in  the 
community  where  he  lives,  and  socially  is  con- 
nected with  Maumee  Lodge  No.  515,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  preserve  the 
warmest  esteem  of  the  entire  neighborhood  for 
their  many  admirable  virtues,  and  for  their  genial 
manners. 

C.  C.  Fuller  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  in- 
dustrious farmers  of  Wood  county,  who,  since 
1865,  has  resided  in  Section  32,  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  his  father  purchased  a fifty-acre 
wooded  tract,  and  moved  thereon  a frame  house, 
which  was  hauled  from  Scott  township,  San- 
dusky Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  a native  of  Maine,  born 
in  1849,  and  is  descended  from  worthy  New 
England  ancestry.  His  paternal  grandfather 
spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Pine  Tree  State;  but 
his  maternal  grandparents,  Charles  and  Catherine 
(Brooks)  Richardson,  who  were  also  born  in 
Maine,  emigrated  to  Sandusky  county,  Ohio, 
whence  they  come  to  Wood  county  in  1865;  but 
their  last  days  were  passed  in  Isabella  county, 
Mich.,  where  the  grandfather  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years,  and  the  grandmother  in  1895,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-nine. 

The  births  of  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
Will  iam  and  Polly  (Richardson)  Fuller,  occurred 
in  Maine,  on  the  Kennebec  river,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married,  and  on  corning  westward, 
in  1851,  they  first  located  in  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years,  however, 
they  removed  to  Scott  township,  Sandusky  coun- 
ty, locating  on  a small  farm,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  coming  to  Liberty  township  in 
1865.  In  that  county  the  father  had  followed 


I 

■ the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  after  his  arrival  here 
continued  to  follow  that  occupation.  The'famih 

j dwelling  was  located  about  forty  rods  south  of 
the  present  residence  of  our  subject.  The  par- 
! ents  are  now  living  at  Weston.  To  them  were 

■ born  eight  children — C.  C.,  of  this  sketch;  Sarah 
| Melissa,  a widow  lady  now  residing  in  Weston: 

Seth,  who  died  in  Scott  township,  Sanduskv 
county,  in  1863;  Rosella,  who  died  in  Libertv 
township,  in  1S69;  Miles,  who  is  married  and 
1 lives  in  Isabella  county,  Mich.;  and  Mrs.  Elmira 
Morrison,  Mrs.  Mary  Nie,  and  Flora,  who  ail 
! make  their  homes  in  Weston. 

C.  C.  Fuller  was  only  two  years  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
i in  the  schools  of  Scott  township,  Sandusky  coun- 
ty, he  acquired  a fair  education.  At  the  age  of 
| sixteen  he  accompanied  the  family  to  Libertv 
township,  Wood  county,  and  has  since  been 
| numbered  among  its  most  progressive  and  enter- 
prising citizens.  He  still  resides  upon  the  old 
I homestead,  which  indicates  by  its  neat  and  thrifty 
! appearance  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  a care- 
j ful  and  painstaking  owner. 

In  1868,  in  Liberty  township,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Fuller  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Crocker,  a native  of  England,  and  a daughter  of 
Richard  and  Betsy  (Reynolds)  Crocker,  who  was 
born  in  Devonshire,  England,  and  in  1852  with 
their  family  came  to  Canada,  whence  they  re- 
moved to  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1858. 
to  Wood  county,  locating  upon  a farm  in  Lib- 
erty township  four  years  later.  There  the  father 
died  in  1893,  but  his  widow  still  makes  her  home 
on  that  place.  Mrs.  Fuller  is  the  oldest  of  eight 
children,  and  is  followed  by  Mrs.  Ann  Schaaf.  of 
Attica,  Ohio;  Sam,  a resident  of  Wingston.  t h i s 
j county;  George,  of  Liberty  township;  Mrs.  Man. 

Leedy,  who  makes  her  home  .in  West  Independ- 
: ence,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio;  William,  of  Libert) 

1 township;  Mrs.  Emma  Inman,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Wood  county;  and  Clara.  Five  children 
1 grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and  wife,  and  they 
also  lost  one  in  infancy.  In  order  of  birth  tin  > 
are  as  follows:  Mrs.  Ida  William;  Mrs.  Myrt.i 
Alspaugh,  of  Liberty  township;  Anna,  who  da  1 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  months,  in  1876;  William; 
Frank;  and  Ada. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Fuller  is  a pro- 
I nounced  Democrat,  always  supporting  that  part) 
with  his  ballot,  and  at  present  is  serving  as  c>:i- 
: stable  and  postmaster  at  Wingston.  He  bel  mg 
to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  No.  858.  at:  • 

1 religiously  is  a member  of  the  United  Brethr  n 
Church  at  Wingston.  For  over  thirty  years  he 
! has  made  his  home  in  Wood  county,  taking  <11 
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active  interest  in  its  welfare,  and  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  and  elevate  its  interests,  and 
with  pleasure  has  noted  the  wonderful  changes 
that  have  taken  place  within  its  borders. 

I 

Robert  Youngs.  The  record  of  a life  is  sel- 
dom marked  by  startling  events,  and  the  reader  j 
who  seeks  subject  matter  of  thrilling  interest  sel-  ■ 
donr  turns  to  biography,  except  he  who  would  learn  ; 
lessons  to  aid  him  in  his  own  pilgrimage,  and  can  ; 
ofttimes  find  them  in  the  record  of  the  men  who 
improve  their  opportunities  from  day  to  day  and 
faithfully  discharge  each  duty  as  it  comes.  Such 
a man  is  the  subject  of  this  review.  He  was 
born  April  27,  1 849,  near  the  town  of  King’s  Lynn, 
County  of  Norfolk,  England,  a son  of  Robert 
and  Grace  (Barber)  Youngs,  natives  of  the  same 
county.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  j 
He  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  vessel  “ Man- 
hattan ” with  his  wife  and  family,  and,  after  a j 
voyage  of  eight  weeks,  landed  at  New  York, 
whence  he  came  direct  to  Huron  county,  Ohio. 
He  located  on  a rented  farm,  and,  in  the  spring 
of  1864,  came  to  Liberty  township,  Wood 
county,  where  he  purchased  twenty-three  acres 
of  wild  land  on  which  stood  a log  cabin.  He 
afterward  added  forty  acres  to  the  original  pur- 
chase. His  death  occurred  July  21,  1 8 S 5 , and 
that  of  his  wife  on  July  23,  1889.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  John,  who  served  as  a private 

in  the  10th  O.  V.  C.,  and  died  from  the  effects  of 
a wound  in  the  right  leg  received  at  the  battle  of 
Resaca;  Sarah,  wife  of  Lije  Russell,  died  in 
Lucas  county,  Ohio;  William  is  an  inmate  of  the 
Toledo  hospital;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Sautter,  of  Plain  township;  Robert  is  our  subject, 
and  James  died  on  the  passage  to  America. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  continued  his  studies  in  the  schools  of 
Huron  and  Wood  counties.  He  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  farm,  and  remained  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  Weston  township, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Sarah,  daughter 
of  James  and  Harriet  (Hughes)  Ellis.  They  have 
live  children — Grice,  Caroline,  Robert  J , Walter, 
and  William  J. 

Upon  their  marriage,  Mr.  Youngs  and  his  wife  ! 
located  on  the  oid  family  homestead,  where  they 
have  since  resided,  the  former  devoting  his  time  j 
and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  votes  I 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  takes  a deep  in- 
terest in  its  success  and  growth.  Socially  lie  is 
connected  with  the  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  at 
Weston.  His  honest,  industrious  life  has  made 
him  well  liked,  and  he  has  in  this  community 
many  warm  personal  friends. 


G.  S.  Meeker,  a popular  citizen,  and  the 
genial  postmaster  at  Stony  Ridge,  was  born  on 
June  9,  1845,  'n  Plain  township,  a son  of  H.  S. 
and  Eliza  A.  (Harris)  Meeker,  also  residents  of 
that  township. 

Our  subject  began  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  near  his  home,  afterward  pursuing 
his  studies  at  Center,  and  then  taking  a course  at 
Tontogany  under  Prof.  Kelley.  Subsequently  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  several  years,  and 
was  a capable  educator.  He  also  worked  on  his 
father's  farm  until  1870,  when  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  and  joiner’s  trade,  which  he  has  since 
followed.'  In  1883  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Sugar  Ridge,  and  established  the  first  mercantile 
store  in  the  town.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
petition  for  a post  office,  and  when  this  was 
secured  he  gave  it  the  name  of  Sugar  Ridge. 
He  was  also  the  first  postmaster,  and  to-dav 
occupies  that  position  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  the  public.  His  business  interests 
are  well  conducted,  and  in  all  his  dealings  he  is 
honorable,  upright  and  trustworthy. 

In  1866  Mr.  Meeker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  C.  Longmore,  of  Seneca  countv, 
Ohio,  and  five  children  grace  this  union:  Min- 

nie, wife  of  S.  Hunter;  Nettie,  wife  of  George 
Schell,  of  Putnam  county,  Ohio;  Mertie;  Lee; 
and  Maud,  wife  of  Charles  Uuhamel.  His  fellow 
townsmen,  appreciating  his  worth  and  ability, 
have  frequently  called  on  Mr.  Meeker  to  serve  in 
public  office.  For  two  years  he  was  assessor; 
for  a number  of  years  was  supervisor;  also  school 
director,  and  he  discharged  his  duties  with 
promptness  and  fidelity.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Grange,  of  which  he  served  as  grand  master; 
has  been  master  workman  in  the  Knights  of 
Labor,  and  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity,  the  Independent  Order  of  Red 
M en,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  his  Church 
relations  he  is  a Methodist.  He  is  a wide-awake, 
progressive  citizen,  and  has  been  an  important 
and  valued  factor  of  the  community  in  which  he 
makes  his  home.  Three  different  times  he 
enlisted  during  the  Civil  war,  but  owing  to 
various  causes,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  youth, 
he  was  not  accepted. 

N.  G.  Berkley,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Liberty  township,  was  born  in  Lyman.  N.  H , 
December  9,  1825.  His  father.  Robert  Berkley, 
was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  during  his  boy- 
hood was  brought  to  America.  The  grandfather. 
Robert  Berkley,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Scotland,  April 
15.  1756.  He  married  Rhoda  Way,  who  was 


. 

. 


- 

' 

' 


'1 844 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


born  in  Sharon,  Conn.,  August  2i,  1759.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  Rhoda,  born  March  17, 
1780;  William,  born  January  5,  1783;  Anna, 
January  8,  1785;  Elizabeth,  October  10,  1 7 8 S ; 
Irena,  July  10,  1790;  Cyrus,  July  5,  1792;  Han- 
nah, November  1,  1795;  Robert,  September  1, 
1798,  and  Sarah,  September  19,  1S01. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
New  Hampshire.  September  17,  1820,  and  their 
children  were  seven  in  number,  the  names  and 
dates  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Britain  W. , 
August  9,  1821,  Arthur,  January  25,  1823;  La- 
dora,  February  28,  1824;  Nelson  G.,  December 
9,  1825;  Oscar  F. , January  28,  1830;  Ladora 
(2)  A.,  January  24,  1836,  and  Thirzah  J.,  Sep- 
tember 24,  1S39. 

When  a young  man  the  father  learned  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  and  later  operated  a large 
tannery  at  Lisbon,  N H.  About  1836  he  sold 
his  business  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Red- 
fern,  N.  Y. , where  he  operated  a glass-factory, 
sawmill  and  gristmill  for  five  years.  He  then 
erected  a large  sawmill  four  miles  from  Redfern, 
on  the  river,  purchased  timber  land  and  floated  i 
the  trees  down  the  river  to  the  mill.  He  there  | 
carried  on  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
October  18,  1853.  He  was  then  living  with  his 
second  wife,  his  first  wife  having  died  many  years 
previous. 

In  his  boyhood  Nelson  G.  Berkley  began 
making  boxes  to  be  used  in  his  father’s  glass 
factory,  and  became  quite  proficient  also  in  work  in 
the  saw  and  grist  mill.  He  continued  in  his  father's 
employ  until  coming  to  Ohio,  in  August,  1850. 
On  November  21,  1849,  he  was  married,  in  New 
York,  to  Mary  Ann  Bigelow,  Rev.  R.  Westcott 
officiating.  He  brought  his  wife  to  Ohio,  traveling 
the  entire  distance  of  one  thousand  miles  with 
two  horses,  a light  wagon  and  a buggy.  He  settled 
in  Medina  county,  and  for  about  three  years  had 
charge  of  different  sawmills.  He  also  traded 
horses,  and  engaged  in  breaking  colts,  and  in 
teaming.  In  the  spring  of  1853  he  came  to 
Wood  county,  living  in  Webster  township,  and 
again  for  three  years  engaged  in  the  sawmill  bus- 
iness. He  afterward  returned  with  his  wife  and 
family  to  New  York,  living  in  Clinton  county,  i 
his  health  demanding  the  change.  There  he  ran 
on  the  river  and  worked  in  sawmills,  but  after  i 
two  years  he  went  to  Neenah,  Wis.,  where  he  was 
first  employed  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  then  went 
with  twenty-two  men  up  the  Little  Yellow  river 
for  the  winter.  They  traveled  through  the  snow 
in  unbroken  forests  and  across  trackless  prairies, 
and  experienced  many  hardships  and  difficulties 
incident  to  life  in  an  undeveloped  region.  During 


the  summer,  Mr.  Berkley  was  employed  in  ;i 
sawmill,  rafting  the  lumber  down  the  river. 

The  following  fall,  he  returned  to  New  York, 
and  then  came  with  his  family  to  Wood  countv, 
where  for  three  years  he  rented  a farm.  IE- 
then  purchased  his  present  home  of  106  acres  in 
Liberty  township,  on  which  he  has  made  many 
excellent  improvements,  transforming  it  into  ;• 
fine  farm.  Here  he  again  experienced  many 
difficulties  and  hardships;  but  resolute  purpose 
and  unfaltering  energy  at  length  triumphed  over 
these.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  On  Ma\ 
15,  1883,  our  subject’s  wife  died,  and  two  and  a 
half  years  later  he  wedded  Mary  A.  Landes.  The 
children  of  the  first  marriage  were  Van  Rensselaer, 
j who  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1850,  and  died  February  23,  1851;  Helen 
Virginia,  who  was  born  in  Medina  county,  March 
25,  1S52,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Syrkes, 
of  Michigan;  Ledora  Imogene,  born  in  Wood 
county,  April  5,  1855  (deceased),  formerly  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Wood;  Mary  Frances,  born  in 
Saranac,  N.  Y.,  May  20,  1857,  wife  of  John 
Wolf,  of  Ohio;  Robert  Nelson,  born  in  Clinton 
county,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  i860,  and  died  June  18, 
1864;  Susan  Ellen,  born  in  Wood  county,  Octo- 
ber 10,  1862,  wife  of  Jacob  Hawk;  Ernest  Elmer, 
who  was  born  in  Wood  county,  February’ 9,  1S65, 
and  is  now  in  Henry  township;  and  Elizabeth 
Alta,  born  in  Liberty  township,  October  19, 
1867,  now’  the  wife  of  Samuel  Smith. 

Conrad  Beil,  a farmer  in  Washington  tow  n- 
ship; post  office,  Haskins,  Ohio. 

J.  C.  Freeman,  a prominent  and  highly  re 
spected  citizen  of  Tontogany,  was  born  at  Wes- 
ton, Ohio,  to  May  17,  1865,  to  J.  H.  and  Caro- 
line (Hollis)  Freeman,  the  former  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  German  descent,  and  a farm- 
er by  occupation,  the  latter  of  Vermont,  born 
of  English  parentage.  Our  subject  is  the  second 
in  a family  of  three  children,  the  eldest  being 
Laura,  wife  of  George  W.  Harmon,  foreman  of 
the  Artificial  Gas  Works,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  when.' 
they  reside;  to  them  have  been  born  six  children 
Aloh,  Leona,  Guy’,  Adon,  one  whose  name  is  not 
given,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy’.  The  young- 
est in  the  family  is  William  B.,  who  is  agent  for 
the  C.  H.  & D.  railroad,  at  Bowling  Green;  he 
wedded  Lttie  Ellsworth,  of  Weston. 

J.  C.  Freeman  remained  on  the  home  farm, 
in  Washington  township,  until  he  reached  lin- 
age of  eighteen  years,  aiding  his  father  in  the  cm! 
fixation  of  the  fields,  and  attending  the  district 
I school  of  Maple  Grove.  He  later  pursued  his 
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studies  in  a school  at  Burton,  Ohio,  working  in 
the  store  of  Dr.  F.  A.  Krill  on  Saturdays  arid  in 
the  evenings.  It  was  his  intention  to  take  up 
the  study  of  medicine  with  that  gentleman, 
and  finally  go  in  partnership  with  him.  The 
Doctor  had  made  his  home  with  our  sub- 
ject’s father  from  infancy,  and,  feeling  a 
deep  interest  in  John,  wished  to  show  his 
gratitude  by  paying  his  expenses  in  securing  a 
medical  education.  In  the  meantime,  however, 
a school  of  telegraphy  was  opened  at  Burton, 
and  Mr.  Freeman  was  appointed  assistant  super- 
intendent. There  he  remained  for  about  three 
months,  when  he  returned  home,  and  later  came 
to  Tontogany,  with  the  firm  determination  of 
making  railroading  his  occupation.  During  the 
year  and  a half  of  his  stay  there,  he  was  obliged 
to  work  at  cutting  corn,  or  at  anything  which  he 
could  find  to  do,  in  order  to  obtain  money  to 
meet  his  necessary  expenses.  At  length,  Mr. 
Freeman  was  appointed  night  operator  at  John- 
son, six  miles  north  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  by  the  C., 
H.  A'  D.  Railroad  Company,  where  he  remained 
for  a little  over  a month.  It  seemed  to  our  sub- 
ject that  it  was  the  loneliest  place  on  earth,  and 
great  was  his  delight,  one  night,  when  the  dis- 
patcher called  him  up,  and  asked  him  if  he  would 
accept  the  agency  at  Tontogany,  and  if  he 
thought  he  could  hold  the  position.  It  was  such 
a surprise  that  Mr.  I'reeman  could  hardly  answer, 
but  at  last  he  managed  to  accept,  and  since  Sep- 
tember 5,  1SS7,  he  has  been  located  there.  He 
now  has  charge  of  the  United  States  Express-. 
Company’s  business  at  that  place,  is  ticket  and 
freight  agent,  and  also  has  the  account  of  all 
freight  passing  over  the  T.  B.  G.  A U.  B.  divis- 
ion of  the  road.  Formerly  he  had  charge  of  all 
the  telegraphing,  but  has  since  been  given  a 
night  and  day  assistant.  His  long  retention  in 
this  service  indicates  his  faithful  performance  of 
duty,  and  the  strict  attention  he  gives  to  his 
employers’  interests. 

On  December  23,  1888,  Mr.  Freeman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  L.  Wright, 
who  was  born  August  18,  1869,  a daughter  of 
David  Wright,  who  was  formerly  a leading  citi- 
zen of  Tontogany,  and  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union 
— Howard  M..  January  30,  1890;  and  Nadine  H. 
November  30,  1893. 

Almost  the  entire  life  of  Mr.  Freeman  has 
been  passed  in  Wood  county,  and  those  who 
have  known  him  longest  are  numbered  among 
his  stanchest  friends.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent 
Republican;  but,  aside  from  using  his  right  of 
franchise,  he  has  no  time  to  devote  to  political 
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measures.  Socially,  he  is  a third-degree  Master 
Mason,  belonging  to  Tontogany  Lodge  No.  451, 
F.  A A.  M.,  while  in  religious  faith  he  and  his 
wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Henry  Freyman  was  born  near  Zanesville, 
Muskingum  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1853,  and  is  a son  of 
John  E.  and  Mary  Jane  (McLain)  Freyman.  The 
father  was  born  in  Germany  in  1S18,  and  when  a 
young  man  learned  the  miller’s  trade.  Coming 
to  America,  he  located  in  Muskingum  county, 
where  he  was  married,  and  then  took  up  his  resi- 
dence on  a farm.  In  1S56  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Wood  county,  and  purchased  160  acres 
of  prairie  land  in  Liberty  township,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  twenty-five  acres  which  was  in 
Portage  township,  and  made  his  home  on  the  farm 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  had  died  many  years  pre- 
vious, and  the  father  afterward  married  Mrs. 
Nancy  Walters.  The  children  by  the  first  mar- 
riage were;  Catherine,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  G.  W.  Simons;  Peter,  who 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bentonville,  during  the 
Civil  war;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirtv- 
five;  Caroline,  wife  of  William  Kenny,  of  Bowling 
Green;  George  W.,  of  Portage  township;  Clarissa, 
wife  of  Matthew  Munn,  of  Plain  township;  Henry: 
William,  of  Portage;  and  Perry,  deceased. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Liberty  township,  and  spent  two  winters  in  school 
in  Coles  county,  111.  He  remained  at  home  un- 
til going  west  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  He  was  ambitious  and  had  a great  desire 
to  see  the  country,  and,  though  he  had  little 
money,  he  resolutely  started  out  and  made  his  way 
to  the  home  of  his  uncle  in  Coles  county.  In  the 
spring  he  sought  employment  as  a farm  hand,  and 
received  $20  per  month  and  his  board.  He 
rented  a farm  in  1876,  which  he  operated  until  De- 
cember, of  that  year,  when  he  returned  home, 
accompanied  by  his  brother  William,  who  had 
joined  him  in  Coles  county  in  1874,  with  a team 
of  mules  and  a covered  wagon.  Our  subject  was 
very  successful  while  in  the  West,  and  after  his 
return  he  aided  in  the  cultivation  of  the  old  home- 
stead until  his  father's  death,  when  the  property 
was  equally  divided  among  the  inirs,  he  receivin’,; 
twenty-five  acres  which  he  afterward  traded  with 
his  brother  for  land  in  Section  12  mi  which  the 
old  homestead  now  stands.  He  has  thirty-seven 
and  a half  acres  all  cleared  and  highly  cultivate  : 

Mr.  Freyman  was  married  in  Plain  township 
in  1879,  to  Miss  Minnie  limber,  and  to  the  mar- 
riage were  born  three  sons-  Carl,  George  an  ! 
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Howard  Henry.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a Re- 
publican. H 0 IS  cl  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 

Gabriel  Ash  is  one  of  the  substantial  agri- 
culturists of  Milton  township,  and  the  success  he 
has  achieved  has  come  as  the  result  of  his  own 
industry,  capable  management,  and  resolute  pur- 
pose. He  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober 14,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Putnam)  Ash.  In  the  family  were  the  following 
children:  Gabriel,  Elizabeth,  Susan,  Franklin, 

David  (deceased),  Josiah,  Mary,  Monroe  (de- 
ceased), Harriet  and  Henry.  By  a second  mar- 
riage the  father  also  has  one  child,  Jesse. 

The  school  privileges  which  our  subject  re- 
ceived, were  quite  limited,  for  his  services  were 
needed  in  the  development  and  cultivation  of  the 
home  farm.  He  gave  his  father  the  benefit  of 
his  services  until  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  working 
as  a farm  hand  for  $10  per  month.  It  was  thus 
that  he  got  his  start,  for  with  his  large  family  of 
children,  the  father  could  give  them  little  assist- 
ance. Our  subject  was  employed  for  eight 
months  in  Seneca  county,  and  then  came  to 
Wood  county.  He  was  married  in  Hancock 
county,  December  6,  i860,  to  Miss  Hannah 

Miller,  who  was  born  in  Marion  county,  Ohio, 
in  March,  1839.  They  then  located  on  a forty- 
acre  farm  in  Milton  township,  which  Mr.  Ash 
had  previously  purchased,  and  for  twenty-six 
years  he  made,  his  home  upon  that  farm,  trans- 
forming it  into  richly  cultivated  fields,  and  mak- 
ing many  excellent  improvements  upon  the  place,  j 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to 
Hancock  county,  and  for  two  years  operated  a 
farm  belonging  to  his  brother-in-law.  In  the 
spring  of  1891  he  removed  to  his  present  home, 
having  exchanged  the  120  acres  of  land  which  he 
formerly  owned,  for  this  property.  He  now  has 
one  of  the  fine  farms  of  Milton  township,  where- 
on are  good  barns  and  a comfortable  residence, 
that  are  surrounded  by  waving  fields  of  grain. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ash  have  been  born  two 
children:  Sarah,  who  is  engaged  in  the  millinery 

business  in  Weston;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Daniel 
Baumgartner,  of  Henry  county,  Ohio.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  1881,  and,  for  his  second 
wife,  Mr.  Ash  wedded  Eleanor  Xiebel,  who  was 
born  in  Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  October  16, 1850. 

On  questions  of  national  importance,  Mr.  Ash 
is  a supporter  of  the  Republican  patty,  but  at 
local  elections,  where  no  issue  is  involved,  he 
1 votes  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified 
for  office,  without  regard  to  party  affiliations. 


He  has  never  sought  or  desired  office,  preferrim 
to  devote  his  time  and  energies  exclusively  to  hi.-, 
business  interests.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  Mrs.  Ash  also  tnU  s 
quite  a prominent  part  in  Church  work.  fu  con- 
nection with  general  farming,  Mr.  Ash  has  for 
the  past  twenty-six  years,  been  interested  in  the 
breeding  of  fine  horses,  and  at  the  present  tim  ■ 
is  the  owner  of  two  first-class  animals,  both  im- 
ported fromBelgium — “ Sultan, a splendid  draft 
horse,  and  “Weddell,”  a fine  road  horse.  Since 
a mere  lad  our  subject  has  been  a fancier  and 
lover  of  fine  stock,  and  much  credit  is  due  him 
for  the  interest  he  has  shown  in  this  direction. 

John  P.  Battles,  a farmer  and  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Plain  township;  post  office.  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ohio. 

J.  A.  Bowers,  a wide-awake  and  progressive 
young  farmer  of  Middleton  township,  was  born 
in  this  county  November  21,  i860.  He  is  a son 
of  Peter  Bowers,  who  was  a well-known  citizen 
of  Wood  county,  and  of  whom  mention  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Our  subject  attended 
school  in  Haskins,  and  is  a well-informed  man 
who  keeps  posted  on  political  questions  and  all 
current  events.  He  now  operates  120  acres  of 
the  old  homestead,  which  farm  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  indicating  his  thorough  care 
Energetic  and  industrious,  he  has  well-tilled 
fields  which  yield  to  him  a golden  tribute.  His 
home  is  presided  over  by  his  sister.  His  entire- 
time  and  attention  are  given  to  his  business  inter- 
ests, and  he  has  never  taken  any  active  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  socially 
is  connected  with  Roche-de-bceuf  Lodge  N - 
532,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

J.  M.  Ford  was  born  in  Erie  county,  Oiu  . 
May  5,  1859. 

The  Ford  family  is  of  English  origin.  His 
father,  William  Ford,  was  born  in  Devonshu 
| England,  in  1 834,  the  son  of  William  Ford.  \'l 
I came  to  America  with  his  family  in  1849.  an  1 
\ made  his  home  in  Erie  county,  during  the  r 
! mainder  of  his  life.  William  Ford,  Jr.,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  grew  to  manhood  in  Erie  count}, 
and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Gillesp: 
who  was  born  in  1S40  in  Pennsylvania,  arnica:. 

| with -her  parents  to  Wood  countv.-  Her  lati 
| was  a Scotchman  by  birth.  In  1872  in- 
jects father  moved  to  Bowling  Green,  whet, 
died  January  17,  1892;  his  widow  still  survtvt 
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him.  Five  of  their  children  lived  to  adult  age: 
f.  M.,  Mary  M.,  Benjamin,  Nettie,  and  Cora. 

j.  M.  Ford  having  come  to  Bowling  Green 
during'  his  boyhood,  his  education  was  mainly  ac- 
quired in  the  public  schools  there.  For  a few 
years  after  completing  his  studies  he  experi- 
mented in  various  employments,  doing  whatever 
he  found  remunerative;  but  he  was  faithful  and 
industrious  in  all  bis  undertakings,  and  for  such 
young  men  there  is  always  a chance  to  rise.  In 
the  course  of  time  he  managed  to  become  the 
owner  of  a meat  market,  which  became  one  of  the 
best  in  Bowling  Green,  and  commanded  an  ex- 
tensive trade.  He  has  also  purchased  real  es- 
tate in  the  city  at  different  times,  which  proved 
to  be  a good  investment.  He  married  Miss  Ida 
E.  Yonker,  one  of  Bowling  Green’s  attractive 
daughters,  born  in  1863,  and  has  two  children: 
William  M.  and  J.  M.,  Jr.  In  politics  Mr.  Ford 
is  a Republican;  socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

Bennett  J.  Gerdes,  a prominent  young  agri- 
culturist of  Webster  township,  residing  near 
Dowling,  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  Jan- 
uary 13,  i860. 

His  father,  Robert  J.  Gerdes,  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Hanover,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Hannah  Seigler,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children: 
John;  Bennett  J.,  our  subject;  Garrett;  Joe;  Em- 
mett; Lizzie;  Annie;  Henry;  and  two  who  died  in 
early  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  is  now  de- 
ceased. The  father  came  to  Wood  county  with 
his  family,  in  1871,  and  settled  upon  land  in 
Perrysburg  township.  Here,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, Bennett  J.  Gerdes  undertook  the  task  of 
making  his  own  way.  For  three  and  a half  years 
he  worked  on  a farm  at  $16  a month,  and  by 
close  economy  managed  to  buy  a small  farm, 
which  he  has  enlarged  until  he  now  possesses  one 
hundred  acres  of  the  best  farming  land  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Gerdes  was  married  in  1886,  to  Miss  Katie 
Warns,  who  was  born  in  1 867,  a daughter  of 
John  Warns,  a well-known  citizen  of  Perrysburg. 
One  child  was  born  to  this  union,  but"  died  in  in-  i 
fancy.  Intelligent  and  genial,  Mr.  Gerdes  takes 
an  influential  and  active  part  in  all  local  move- 
ments, and  he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
Phoenix  Lodge,  No.  123,  of  Perrysburg,  and  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. , Freedom  Lodge,  of  Pember.ville. 

Gilien  Heminger.  The  subject  of  this  nar- 
rative was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Mont- 
gomery township,  where  he  still  resides,  and  has 
contributed  his  full  quota  toward  its  development 


and  progress,  having  cleared  about  300  acres.  A 
farmer  by  occupation,  he  still  operates  a line 
tract  of  land,  comprising  1 19  acres,  in  Section  5. 
where  he  has  made  his  home  for  over  twenty- 
years,  and  is  now  ranked,  socially  and  financial- 
ly, among  the  leading  men  of  the  township.  He 
was  born  March  27,  1825,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Tank- 
man) Heminger,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  were  married.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war 
of  1812  they  located  in  Stark  county,  near  Bol- 
ivar, and  when  our  subject  was  about  six  years  of 
age  removed  to  Sufneld  township,  Portage  Co., 
Ohio,  where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  fiftv- 
eight  years.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  in  religious  faith  both  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  mother  died  at  the 
home  of  our  subject  in  Montgomery  township,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

In  the  family  were  eleven  children:  Ah',  who 

j died  when  young,  in  Pennsylvania;  Frederick, 
j who  died  in  Montgomery  township;  Daniel,  who 
i died  in  Henry  township;  Henry,  who  died  in 
Montgomery  township;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Michael  Smith,  and  died  in  the  same  township; 
Rosan,  who  married  Andrew  Heminger,  and  died 
at  White  Pigeon  Prairie,  Ind.;  Rebecca,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Susan,  who 
I married  Daniel  Phillips,  and  died  in  Portage 
township,  Wood  county;  Gilien,  subject  of  this 
review;  Mary,  who  married  Chris  Dutler,  and 
died  in  Williams  county,  Ohio;  and  Adam,  who 
died  in  Portage  township. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  such  as  the 
district  schools  of  the  time  afforded,  and  he 
| early  became  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits. 

When  a boy  of  about  fifteen  years  his  widowed 
t mother,  with  her  four  children  yet  at  home — 

! Gilien,  Susan,  Mary  and  Adam — came  to  Section 
7,  Montgomery  township,  where  she  had  pur- 
j chased  a forty-acre  timbered  tract.  Selling  the 


with  two  ox-teams  she  had  the  household  effects 
hauled  to  this  county,  and  atter  the  expenses 
were  paid  was  left  with  but  little  capital.  Our 
subject  became  the  main  support  of  his  mother, 
working  as  a hired  hand  upon  farms  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. On  December  12.  1847,  in  Montgomery 
township,  Mr.  Heminger  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Willard,  who  was  born  in  Stark  county  , 
February  17,  1820,  and  is  the  daughter  of  |aeob 
and  Margaret  (Kiser)  Willard.  Her  father,  yvho 
was  a native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  yvhm 
ten  years  old,  but  her  mother  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  one  • f. 

I the  earliest  settlers  of  that  county  Jacob  Kiser, 


. 


■ >, 

■ 


. 

. 


■ 


' 

' 


. ' V;.  ; .,Y; 

' 

- 


1348 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


who  there  located  several  years  prior  to  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Mrs. 
Heminger  is  the  sixth  child  in  a family  of  seven 
— two  sons  and  five  daughters — and  as  her 
mother  died  when  she  was  quite  young,  she  came 
with  her  sister  Maria  (wife  of  Frederick  Hem- 
inger) to  Wood  county,  in  1840,  with  whom  she 
made  her  home  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Heminger  began  his  domestic  life  upon 
the  farm  which  his  mother  had  purchased,  and 
later  bought  out  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs. 
He  owned  several  different  tracts  before  buying 
his  present  farm,  in  Section  5.  Five  sons  were 
born  to  himself  and  wife,  four  of  whom  are 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits:  Frank  M.,  of 

Sandusky  county;  Emanuel  and  Daniel,  of  Mont- 
gomery township;  and  Oliver  P.,  at  home; 
Joshua,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  a postal 
telegraph  operator.  Since  casting  his  first  vote, 
Mr.  Heminger  has  always  been  a stalwart  Demo- 
crat, and  in  religious  belief  his  wife  is  a member 
of  the  German  Baptist  Church.  As  early  set- 
tlers. they  well  deserve  an  honored  place  among 
those  noble  old  pioneers,  the  greater  part  of 
whose  lives  has  been  spent  in  Wood  county, 
and  no  couple  throughout  the  entire  community 
are  held  in  higher  regard  or  are  more  universally 
loved  and  respected. 

Thomas  M.  Carr,  a retired  farmer  of  Lib- 
erty township;  post  office,  Portage,  Ohio. 

Francis  Maginnis  (deceased)  was  a native  of 
Wrest  Virginia,  born  November  3,  1819,  and  a 
son  of  Daniel  Maginnis,  a native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  When  a child  of  thirteen  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  this  county,  the 
family  locating  in  Plain  township,  where  he  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  his  marriage,  and  early 
became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm  life. 

In  Plain  township,  April  15,  1847,  Mr.  Ma- 
ginnis was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary 
Meeker,  who  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Ohio, 
August  12,  1828.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children:  (1)  James  W. , the  eldest,  born 

June  30,  1851,  is  a railroad  contractor;  he  mar- 
ried Arvilla  Mingus,  who  was  born  December  25, 
1872,  in  Huron  county,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren. (2)  Fannie,  born  October  27,  1854,  be- 
came the  wife  of  John  Muldowney,  a railroad 
conductor,  and  died  in  May,  1S81.  (3)  Sarah 

C. , born  September  29,  1856,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Persto,  of  Toledo.  4)  Mahlon  M.  was 
born  October  11,  1837.  ; 5)  Mary  A.,  born  No- 

vember 20,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  \Y.  H.  Smith,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio.  (6)  Margaret  A.,  born  May  8, 


1862,  is  the  wife  of  John  Manly.  (7)  Annie  M . 

' born  May  24,  1864,  died  in  childhood.  , 8) 

Francis,  born  September  23,  1866,  is  a railroad 
engineer.  (9)  Charles,  born  August  8,  1868, 
died  in  1870.  (10)  Harry  O.,  born  October  eq, 

1871,  operates  the  homestead  farm.  ( 1 r ) Sela, 
born  January  26,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  A.  B 
; Chalender. 

Having  carried  on  farming  for  a number  of 
i years  in  Plain  township,  Mr.  Maginnis,  in  1881, 
removed  to  Middleton  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  that  he  afterward 
i greatly  improved  by  erecting  thereon  barns  and 
| other  buildings.  He  was  numbered  among  tin 
early  settlers  of  Plain  township,  and  had  to  con- 
tend with  the  trials  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life; 
but  he  was  industrious  and  energetic,  and  over- 
came these  by  continued  application  and  effort. 
By  energy  and  enterprise  he  worked  his  way  up- 
i ward  from  humble  surroundings  to  a position  of 
affluence,  and,  by  his  honorable  and  straightfor- 
ward dealings,  won  the  confidence  and  respect 
\ of  all.  His  life  was  one  well  worthy  of  emula- 
tion, and  those  who  knew  him  had  for  him  sin- 
I cere  regard.  After  a painful  illness  he  passed 
: away  March  30,  r SS 7 , surrounded  by  a loving 
wife  and  family,  and  mourned  by  many  friends. 
He  had  served  as  assessor  of  his  township  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  also  trustee,  discharg-. 

! ing  his  duties  in  a very  creditable  and  satisfactory 
manner.  In  politics  he  was  a supporter  of  Detn- 
| ocratic  principles,  and  was  a consistent  and  fakhv 
ful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Since  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Maginnis  ha- 
conducted  the  farm,  with  the  aid  of  her  sons 
She  is  one  of  the  pioneer  ladies  of  the  comm tyafty. 

| was  to  her  husband  a faithful  companion  and 
helpmeet,  and  in  this  volume  the  family  is  vvel! . 
deserving  of  representation.  ~ 

Ira  B.  Horner,  a farmer  in  Weston  town- 
ship; post  office,  Weston,  Ohio. 

George  Whitmill,  deceased,  who  duriiu; 
his  lifetime  was  a leading  and  influential  farina 
residing  in  ■ Section  31,  Ross  township,  locate-:, 
upon  his  farm  December  31,  1863.  It  then  coni'-, 
prised  a tract  of  eighty  acres  of  wooded  lan, 
upon  which  he  built  a story-and-a-half  hoiiy 
16x26  feel,  with  two  Ls,  one  i8\20  feet, 
the  other  12x20.  In  September,  1887,  this  horn 
was  destroved  by  fire.  Our  subject  was  a naii'1 
of  England,  born  in  Oxfordshire,  in  184  t. 
son  of  George  and  Marv  Savorv)  Whitim 
tives  of  the  same  county,  the  former  born 
April,  1813,  the  latter  on  April  3,  1814.  I1'  "• 
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marriage  was  celebrated  May  io,  183S,  and  in 
1 S54  they  emigrated  to  America.  After  residing 
in  Washington  township,  Lucas  county,  for 
some  time,  they  became  residents  of  Ross  town- 
ship, this  county,  and  upon  his  farm  here  the 
father  died  May  S,  1881;  the  mother  passed 
away  September  15,  1893.  In  their  family  were 
six  children — George,  born  March  18,  1839, 

d.ied  in  England  in  1840;  Emanuel,  born  May 
14,  1841,  died  in  England,  in  January,  1S42; 
Alfred,  born  November  1 r , 1842,  died  in  Ross 
township,  in  August,  1S68;  George,  of  this  sketch; 
Maria,  born  in  August,  1848,  died  in  Ross  town- 
ship, October  25,  1S68;  and  Erederick,  born 
September  27,  1852,  died  in  England  in  1853. 

George  Whitmill  was  nine  years  of  age  when 
he  left  his  native  land,  sailing  from  London,  and 
after  a voyage  of  six  weeks,  the  vessel  dropped 
anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York.  His  first  home 
in  this  country  was  near  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he 
attended  school,  and  during  his  younger  years  he 
engaged  in  gardening.  He  continued  always  to 
follow  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  thoroughly 
understood. 

In  what  was  then  Perrysburg  township,  but  is 
flow  Ross  township,  on  December  24,  1866,  Mr. 
\\  hitmill  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Josephine 
m H.  Christopher,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  and 
was  a daughter  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  Chris- 
topher also  natives  of  that  land.  On  coming  to 
the  New  World  they  located  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich., 

' where  the  father  worked  as  a carpenter  and  there 
' died.  His  wife  passed  away  at  Saginaw,  Mich., 
in  1893.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Whitmill  occurred 
September  14,  1875.  By  her  marriage  to  our 
subject  ’she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
• dren-^-Florence  A.,  born  October  5,  1867,  is 
the  '‘Jvi fe  of  F.  L.  Steen,  of  Cummings,  Lake 
.TdVh ship,  Wood  county;  Mary  M.,  born  May  5, 

, ..iSjo,  ,died  May  17,  1871;  and  Clarence  F.,  born 
- uMay  1,  1875,  died  September  1,  following.  In 
. irffcas  county,  Mr.  Whitmill  was  again  married 
"March  10,  1877,  his  second  union  being  with 
Rose  Munday,  a native  of  England,  where  her 
parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  (Stofford)  Mun- 
,«ay,  were  also  born,  but  now  make  their  home 
in  Oregon  township,  Lucas  county.  Two  chil- 
dren graced  the  second  union — William,  born 
,_-.Vfarch  25,  1879;  and  Edna,  born  September  26, 
-1887. 

Upon  his  forty-acre  farm  in  Ross  township, 

. Mr.  Whitmill  engaged  in  general  farming,  until 
his  death.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the  town- 
ship, and  there  cast  his  first  vote.  He  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  for  two  terms  served 
as  treasurer  of  the  township,  and  had  also  been 


I constable.  He  was  ever  an  earnest  worker  in 
I the  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived, 
and  occupied  a very  prominent  place  in  the 
opinion  of  his  neighbors. 

1).  j.  Cargo,  ticket  and  freight  agent  of  the 
T.  N O.  C.  railroad;  address  No.  309  Madison 
street,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

John  Shiple,  a farmer  of  Middleton  town- 
ship, was  born  August  25,  1855,  in  the  county 
which  is  still  his  home,  and  is  a son  of  Sabastin 
Shiple,  sketch  of  whom  appears  in  that  of  G.  A. 
j Shiple.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Middle- 
i ton  township,  and  worked  upon  his  father's  farm 
through  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  thus 
1 becoming  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits  in 
in  all  departments.  In  1880,  he  removed  from 
the  old  homestead  to  the  farm,  which  comprises 
1 forty  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  have  been 
made  excellent  improvements;  it  has  been  tiled 
I and  drained,  and  on  it  has  been  erected  a sub- 
stantial barn  for  the  care  of  stock — the  work  of 
| development  and  cultivation  having  been  carried 
forward  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
Middleton  township. 

Mr.  Shiple  was  married  in  Middleton  town- 
ship. in  1880,  to  Barbara  Dreps,  a daughter  of 
Joseph  Dreps,  who  died  November  2,  1S95. 

Four  children  now  grace  their  union,  namely; 
Clara,  Minnie,  Bernard  and  Bertie.  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Shiple  is  a stalwart  Democrat, 
and  his  religious  connection  is  with  the  Catholic 
Church.  He  is  an  enterprising  and  progressive 
farmer,  genial  in  disposition,  and  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  so  long  made  his  home, 
has  many  warm  friends. 

H.  \V.  Le  Galley,  D.D.  S. , who  is  one  of 
the  leading  dentists  of  Wood  county,  and  a 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Bowling  Green,  was 
born  near  that  city,  August  20,  1862.  He  is  the 
son  of  A.  H.  and  Mary  S.  White)  Le  Galley. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William  Le- 
Galley,  came  to  Wood  county,  from  Huron  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  1853,  and  purchased  220  acres  of 
1 land  in  Plain  township,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
principal  gas  and  oil  fields  in  the  count}-,  and 
where  he  is  still  living  at  a good  old  age,  having 
! been  born  in  1-815.  His  parents  were  of  brench 
! extraction,  and  died  near  Sandusky  City  when 
William  was  quite  young.  He  was  apprenticed 
to  the  tanner’s  trade  with  a man  by  the  name  of 
I Terry,  whose  daughter,  Maria,  he  afti  rward  mat  ■ 
ried.  They  had  six  children,  namely:  l annie, 

1 who  died  in  childhood;  Myron,  a farmer  near 
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Bowling  Green;  J.  H.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  j 
William  T.,  residing  near  Bowling  Green;  Celia, 
who  lives  with  her  parents;  and  Charles,  who  is 
still  at  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1838, 
and  was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  his  father 
came  to  this  county.  He  was  married  to  Mar}’ 
White,  who  was  born  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  in 
1841,  and  settled  at  once  on  a farm  in  Plain 
township,  where  the  family  have  lived  ever  since,  j 
He  h as  three  oil  wells  on  his  farm,  which  is  ad-  j 
joining  that  of  his  father,  and  from  which  he 
derives  a good  income.  He  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, an  ardent  temperance  man,  and  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  paternal  family 
consists  of  three  sons:  Henry  W. ; Marion  E.  ; ; 
and  Myron  E. , who  is  in  the  Dental  College  at 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  These  sons  are  of  the  same  : 
political  and  religious  belief  as  their  father,  and 
are  worthy  representatives  of  the  good  old  stock  ; 
from  which  they  sprang. 

Dr.  Le  Galley  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  his 
native  town,  where  he  attended  the  public  \ 
schools;  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  in  1885, 
and,  after  obtaining  his  diploma,  located  in  Bowl- 
ing Green  in  the  month  of  July,  1 S 8 7 . He  is  a 
self-made  man,  and  has  become  an  expert  den- 
tal surgeon.  He  looks  after  the  care  and  com- 
fort of  his  patients  by  making  all  operations 
painless,  as  near  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  He 
is  the  first  dentist  in  the  county  to  make  use  of 
“ Cataphoric  Appliance  ” (an  electric  current)  for 
the  painless  filling  of  teeth.  There  are  hundreds  j 
of  people  throughout  Wood  county  who  testify  ; 
to  the  merits  ot  the  Doctor's  professional  ability, 
and  as  being  thoroughly  up  to  date  in  his  methods 
of  work.  His  wife  is  a valued  assistant  in  the 
operating  room,  and  is  becoming  an  apt  worker 
in  the  gold  crown  and  bridge  work  department 
of  the  office.  They  are  very  popular,  not  only 
with  their  patients,  but  with  the  public  generally, 
and  hold  a high  position  socially. 

The  Doctor  and  his  esteemed  family,  con- 
sisting of  his  wife,  and  their  charming  daughter, 
Alma,  take  an  active  part  in  Church  and  Sunday- 
school  work  in  the  Baptist  Chutch,  and  give  lib- 
erally of  their  means  to  the  maintenance  of  or- 
ganizations that  are  founded  upon  the  idea  of  | 
the  uplifting  of  humanity,  and  they  have  a host 
of  friends  among  the  people  of  the  county.  Fra- 
ternally, the  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 

-C.  A.  Cooi’F.R,  who  ranks  among  the  ener- 
getic, self-made  young  farmers  of  Portage  town- 
ship, was  born  June  17,  186 1,  in  Jackson  town- 


ship, Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  son  of  Henry  and 
Rachel  (Wolfgale)  Cooper.  The  father  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  with  his  parents,  who  subsequently  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania.  Henry  removed  to 
Hancock  county,  entering  land  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  when  our  subject  was  fourteen  years  old. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  had  fifteen  children, 
our  subject  being  born  to  the  second  union;  his 
widowed  mother  makes  her  home  in  Van  Wert 
county,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  day,  and  was  reared  to  farming  life.  He 
started  in  life  with  no  capital  but  willing  hands 
and  a determination  to  succeed,  and  by  industry 
and  careful  management  he  has  acquired  a com- 
fortable property.  On  April  1,  1887,  he  came 
to  Portage  township,  Wood  county,  buying  the 
sixty-acre  farm  in  Section  25  which  he  now  owns 
and  lives  upon,  and  which  he  had  placed  under 
a good  state  of  cultivation.  Though  obliged  to 
go  in  debt  for  this  land,  he  is  now  in  independent 
circumstances,  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  neighborhood.  He  is  every- 
where respected  for  his  integrity  and  many  sterl- 
ing qualities,  as  well  as  his  ability  as  an  agricult- 
urist. On  January  13,  1887,  he  was  married,  in 
Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Della  Riter,  who 
was  born  in  that  county  June  19,  1865,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Riter,  a well-to-do  German  farmer. 
Two  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Bessie, 
born  March  4,  1888,  and  Theodore,  born  May 
19,  1893.  Mr.  Cooper  is  a stanch  Republican  in 
political  faith,  and  is  interested  in  the  success  of 
his  party,  though  not  active  in  party  affairs. 

Orrin  Goodell  is  numbered  among  the  en- 
terprising and  thorough-going  farmers  of  Troy 
township,  residing  in  Section  28,  where  he  has 
now  made  his  home  for  over  forty  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  aided  in  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  his  locality.  He  is  a native  of 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  born  in  Townsend  town- 
ship, in  1844,  and  is  a son  of  Cyrenius  and  Lu- 
cretia  (Studley)  Goodell,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Xew  York.  When  a boy  the  former  ac- 
companied his  father,  David  Goodell.  to  Huron 
county,  and  there  the  grandfather  worked  at  his 
trade  of  a shoemaker  at  an  early  day,  and  also 
opened  up  a farm.  In  Huron  county  the  parents 
of  our  subject  were  married,  and  in  1855  they 
brought  their  family  to  Troy  township,  M ood 
count}-,  where  the  ' ither  purchased  the  farm  ot 
a Mr.  Phillips,  on  which  Orrin  now  resides.  Hi  - 
death  occurred  near  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  in 
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18S3,  and  his  wife  passed  away  near  Dunbridge, 
Ohio,  in  'August,  1894.  In  political  sentiment 
he  was  a strong  Republican,  and  became  one  of 
the  prominent  early  settlers  of  Troy  township. 
Our  subject  is  the.  eldest  in  the  family  of  five 
children,  and  was  followed  by  Marion,  a resident 
of  Webster  township,  Wood  county;  Jane,  wife 
of  Henry  Sternaman,  of  Middleton  township, 
this  county;  John,  who  makes  his  home  in  Dun- 
bridge,  Ohio;  aud  Albert,  of  Bowling  Green. 
The  paternal  grandfather  spent  his  last  days  in 
Huron  county,  his  widow  then  making  her  home 
with  her  children;  she  passed  away  in  Richland 
county,  Ohio. 

The  education  of  Orrin  Goodeil  was  begun  in 
Huron  county,  but  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  he 
was  brought  to  Troy  township,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  literary  training.  He  early  began  to 
assist  in  the  work  on  the  home  farm,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits with  good  success.  He  owns  the  old  home- 
stead, comprising  sixty-seven  acres  of  valuable 
land,  pleasantly  situated,  and  adjoining  the  vil- 
lage of  Luckey.  In  the  development  and  prog- 
ress of  the  county  he  has  taken  an  active  part, 
and  by  his  sagacity  and  foresight,  while  contrib- 
uting to  the  welfare  of  his  native  State,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  accumulate  a comfortable  com- 
petence. He  takes  quite  an  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican 
party.  In  June,  1863,  in  Troy  township,  he 
married  Miss  Celestia  Williamson,  a native  of 
that  township,  and  a daughter  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  (Sternaman)  Williamson.  Her  father 
was  born,  in  New  York,  whence  he  removed  to 
eastern  Ohio,  later  coming  to  Wood  count}-,  but 
his  last  days  were  passed  in  Iowa,  where  he  died. 
His  wife  was  called  from  this  earth  while  in 
Webster  township,  Wood  county,  in  1853. 
Three  children  grace  the  union  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife:  Sanford  married  Miss  Helen 

Banks,  a native  of  Webster  township,  who  before 
her  marriage  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Wood 
county;  Cyrenius  is  still  with  his  parents;  and 
Myrt  is  attending  school. 

Conrad  Shefler,  a retired  farmer  of  Mont- 
gomery township;  post  office,  Risingsun,  Ohio. 

J.  W.  Fry,  a thorough-going,  energetic  farm- 
er of  Portage  township,  is  a native  of  Ohio, 
born  January  16,  1855,  in  Mahoning  county,  a 
son  of  Jonas  and  Elizabeth  (Greenawalt)  Fry,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 

During  his  boyhood,  our  subject  attended 
school  at  Bloom  Center,  Delilah  Bailey  being  his 


teacher.  He  was  trained  to  agriculture  on  the 
home  farm,  where  he  remained  with  his  parents 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  until  his  marriage. 
Previously  he  had  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Bloom  township,  but  never  lived  on  it,  and 
shortly  after  his  marriage  he  sold  it,  and  rented 
a farm  in  Perry  township  for  six  years.  On  No- 
vember 29,  1887,  he  removed  to  the  farm  of  160 
acres  in  Section  36,  Portage  township,  which  he 
still  occupies,  and  which  he  has  since  given  all 
his  time  and  attention  to,  improving  it  in  many 
ways.  In  1S92,  he  erected  a fine  barn,  40x70 
feet  in  dimensions,  and  remodelled  his  residence, 
and  he  now.  has  a most  comfortable  home,  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud,  his  fine  property 
having  "been  all  acquired  by  his  own  efforts.  He 
has  been  very  successful,  and  his  prosperity  is 
well  deserved,  being  the  result  of  industry  and 
careful  management. 

On  October  23,  18S1,  Mr.  Fry  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Bairdstown,  Ohio,  with  Charlotte 

E.  Graham,  who  was  born  June  9,  1858,  daugh- 

ter of  Adam  Graham,  of  Montgomery,  Wood 
county,  and  six  children  were  born  to  them,  as 
follows:  Bert  Clyde,  who  lives  at  home;  Frankie 

F. ,  who  died  in  infancy;  Minnie  PE,  a very  bright 
child,  who  died  when  four  years  old;  Lottie 
Hazel;  Flora  G.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  John 
H.  Mrs.  Fry  was  called  from  earth  April  5,  1S94. 
dying  very  suddenly,  and  was  buried  in  Millgrove 
cemetery.  Mr.  Fry  is  a Democrat,  but  gives  no 
time  to  politics  beyond  going  to  the  polls  and 
casting  his  vote,  preferring  to  devote  himself  en- 
tirely to  his  business  affairs. 

J.  H.  Whitker,  one  of  the  best-known  and 
most  prosperous  farmers  in  Weston  township, 
was  born  in  Freedom  township,  Wood  county, 
November  7,  1845.  His  parents,  Ernest  and 

Elizabeth  fBullmar)  Whitker,  were  natives  of 
Holland,  where  they  were  married,  and  later 
they  came  to  the  United  States.  To  their  union 
eight  children  were  born,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing record  is  given:  Caroline  is  the  wife  of 
I'red  Tickets,  a member  of  the  sanitary  police 
force  at  Toledo,  Ohio;  John  H.  is  our  subject; 
Fred  is  a manufacturer  in  Toledo;  Mary  is  now 
Mrs.  Delmar,  of  Toledo;  William,  resides  in 
Freedom  township;  Ed  is  a partner  with  his 
brother  Fred,  in  Toledo;  Lizzie  died  in  youth; 
Lizzie  (2nd)  is  the  wife  of  William  Brewer,  a 
jeweler,  in  Toledo.  The  father  owned  a farm  M 
eighty  acres,  which  he  cultivated,  and  was  also 
engaged  in  teaching.  He  died  of  cholera,  and 
his  wife  took  the  school,  which  she  taught  for 
some  years.  She  died  when  seventy-two  years  of 
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age.  William,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  cleared 
up  the  farm  which  his  father  owned,  and  is  now 
the  possessor  of  it. 

Our  subject,  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
made  his  home  with  an  uncle  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  old,  when  he  went  to  Toledo  to  work  in  the 
grocery  store  of  another  uncle.  He  remained 
there  for  three  years,  and  then  worked  on  the 
Wabash  railroad  for  a year  and  a half.  The 
Civil  war  breaking  cut  about  this  time,  his 
patriotic  impulses  led  him  to  offer  his  services  to 
his  country,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  14th  O.  V.  I., 
under  Col.  Steedman,  later  becoming  a member 
of  Company  G,  130th  O.  V.  I.,  enlisting  at 
Toledo.  His  regiment  was  attached  to  the  10th 
Army  Corps,  and  he  participated  in  all  the  bat- 
tles in  which  it  was  engaged.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Toledo  in  the  fall  of  1864.  After 
returning  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life,  Mr. 
Whitker  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  the 
tobacco  business  in  Toledo,  and  in  1866  became 
associated  with  Mr.  Keel,  shortly  afterward  buy- 
ing out  the  interest  of  that  gentleman,  and  carry- 
ing on  the  business  himself  for  about  two  years. 
He  then  sold  out,  and,  in  connection  with  A.  j. 
Richard,  bought  a sawmill,  which  he  operated 
for  two  years.  He  then  took  up  the  construction 
of  railroads,  building  nine  miles  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania, nine  miles  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio,  seven 
miles  of  the  Nickel  Plate,  and  also  some  of  the 
Coldwater  railway.  He  also  took  some  extensive 
ditch  contracts  in  Wood  county,  building  most  of 
the  Weston  cut-off,  and  having  an  $iS,ooo-con- 
tract  on  the  Jackson  cut-off.  In  1887  Mr.  Whit- 
ker removed  to  Weston  township,  and  purchased 
the  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  which  he  now  resides. 
On  this  he  has  made  extensive  and  valuable  im- 
provements in  the  way  of  building,  ditching, 
draining,  etc.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he  suffered  a 
severe  loss  by  fire,  his  barn  and  a large  amount 
of  grain,  stock  and  machinery  being  destroyed, 
valued  at  $3,000,  on  which  he  had  no  insurance. 

On  January  2.  1866,  Mr.  Whitker  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Matzinger,  a 
native  of  Switzerland,  and  nine  children  have 
blessed  their  union,  their  names  and  dates  of 
birth  being  as  follows:  F.  E. , born  November 

2,  1867,  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Bankey  N 
Whitker,  the  leading  grocery  men  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  of  the  county;  L.  E,  who  was  born 
March  1 1,  1868,  is  a prominent  teacher  of  music; 
John  W. , born  June  28,  1870,  is  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Toledo;  Maggie  C.,  born  April  3, 
1872;  Mary  A.,  born  February  3,  1 S 74 , Mertic 
A.,  born  September  18,  1877,  died  when  twelve 
years  old;  Henry,  born  December  25,  1880; 


| Anna  May,  born  September  5,  1 882 ; and  Alice 
A.,  born  April  30,  1887.  In  politics,  Mr.  Whit- 
ker  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but  is  now  ;> 
Populist,  and  was  nominated  for  the  office  of 
county  commissioner  on  that  ticket.  He  is  a 
■ consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

He  has  held  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treas- 
! urer,  and  master  of  the  Grange,  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  and  also  commander  of  Neibling  Post, 
j G.  A.  R. , at  Weston.  A genial,  courteous  man, 
j he  owes  all  he  possesses  to  his  own  industry, 

J energy  and  perseverance,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  him. 

W.  H.  Dennis,  a farmer  residing  in  Libertv 
township;  post  office,  Weston,  Ohio. 

Henry  P.  Meyer  is  one  of  the  progressive 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  Wood  county, 
and,  for  some  time,  has  been  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  development  and  progress  of  his 
locality,  and  from  a humble  position  has  worked 
his  way  steadily  upward  until  he  now  ranks 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Soltau,  Hanover,  Prussia,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1854,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  Meyer,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  who,  in  June,  1871,  died 
in  the  village  of  Hemsen,  where  he  had  spent  his 
entire  life.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Anna  Bartols,  died  therein  1868.  The  eldest 
of  their  children  was  a farmer,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight;  Christian  is  a farmer  of  Henry 
county,  Ohio;  Frederick  died  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  in 
1891;  William  is  a farmer  of  Paulding  county, 
Ohio;  and  Henry  P.  is  our  subject. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  his  native  land 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  out  of  school 
hours  engaged  in  work  to  provide  for  his  own  sup- 
port. HI  is  first  occupation  was  tending  geese,  aft- 

erward working  as  a cowboy,  and,  later,  as  a 
shepherd.  After  leaving  school  he  was  employed 
as  a shepherd  for  $14  per  year,  his  board  and  a 
suit  of  homespun  clothes.  He  learned  the  trade 
! of  knitting  when  a mere  boy,  and  has  always  led 
an  industrious  life.  He  determined  to  save 
enough  money  to  reach  America,  but  as  he  was 
old  enough  to  enter  the  German  army,  he  did 
not  dare  let  his  plans  be  known.  For  eight 
months  prior  to  sailing  he  worked  on  a railroad; 
then  sold  the  thirteen  sheep  which  he  had  man- 
aged to  acquire,  and  with  his  earnings  had  alto- 
gether some  $84.  His  brother  drew  the  money 
for  him  from  the  bank,  at  which  time  his  trunk 
was  packed  and  all  preparations  made  tor  the 
journey.  On  foot  he  traveled  to  Soltau  June  8. 

I 1873,  and  took  a train  for  Bremen.  After  some 
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delay,  he  finally  sailed  on  the  steamer  “City  of 
Bremen,"  which  carried  1,700  passengers,  and 
on  the  3rd  of  July,  reached  New  York.  Arriving 
at  Findlay,  Ohio,  lie  had  remaining  a £ash  cap- 
ital of  $1 1.  From  there  he  went  to  Van  Buren, 
Hancock  county,  where  for  eight  years  and  four 
months  he  was  employed  as  a hand  on  the  Hunt- 
ington farm  in  Allen  township.  He  worked  al- 
most day  and  night,  and  within  three  months 
saved  $100.  O11  January  13,  1875,  he  made  his 

first  purchase  of  land,  comprising  forty  acres,  to 
which  he  added  another  forty  acres  in  1S76.  In 
the  winter  of  1S77  he  left  his  work  in  Hancock 
county,  and  came  to  his  farm,  where  he  sawed 
logs,  living  in  a dilapidated  shanty.  The  winter 
was  one  of  untold  hardships,  but  be  made  con- 
siderable progress  toward  clearing  his  land,  on 
which  he  made  a permanent  location  in  the  spring 
of  1881. 

In  October,  1882,  in  North  Baltimore,  Mr. 
Meyer  married  Clara  L.  Carr,  who  was  born  in 
Hancock  county7,  in  1 S 5 7 . Their  children  are 

Jennie  A.,  Frank  Elmer,  Orma  Mary’,  Ivan  Em- 
met and  Edwin.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  located  on  the  farm  where 
they  have  since  resided.  He  now  owns  160  acres, 
and  his  wife  eighty  acres,  and  they  have  consid- 
erable property  in  Findlay.  He  has  developed  a 
stone  quarry  on  his  farm,  has  built  a limekiln 
there,  and  has  become  interested  in  the  lumber 
business.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  erected  a sub- 
stantial and  commodious  residence  upon  his  place. 
He  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  his  success 
in  life,  and  his  prosperity'  is  justly  merited.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  as  school 
director. 

G.  W.  Hill,  deceased,  late  assessor  of  the 
First  ward,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  general  agent 
in  this  county  for  the  Globe  Building  & Loan 
Association,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  born  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  May  11,  1834. 

His  -grandfather,  William  Hill,  came  from 
England  over  a hundred  years  ago,  and  was 
killed  during  the  war  of  1812.  His  father,  Will- 
iam Hill,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1790,  and  came 
to  Milton  Center,  Wood  county,  in  1835,  where 
he  located  on  government  land.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  by  the  first  marriage  was  born  one 
child,  David,  now  deceased.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Miss  Mary  Fox,  who  was  born 
January  2,  1794.  He  died  in  1852,  and  she  sur- 
vived him  twenty-four  years.  Eleven  children 
were  born  of  this  union:  Michael,  William  and 

John  died  in  childhood;  Susannah  (deceased) 
was  formerly  the  wife  of  Stewart  Wilcox; 


; James  W. , and  Matthew  are  also  deceased;  Eliza 
is  the  wife  of  Robert  Stewart,  of  Bowling  Green; 
Thomas  is  deceased;  G.  W.  is  our  subject;  Joseph 
B.  is  deceased;  and  D.  Id.  is  a residentof  Milton 
J Center. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
| schools  of  Wood  county,  and.  after  spending  some 
! years  of  his  early  manhood  in  teaching,  engaged 
| in  a.  mercantile  enterprise  at  Milton  Center. 
Later  he  was  station  agent  there,  until  his  ap- 
pointment as  county  commissioner.  He  served 
- three  years  in  that  office,  then  was  elected  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  held  that  office  for 
fifteen  years.  He  had  desired  to  enter  the  min- 
istry ever  since  his  conversion,  at  eighteen  years 
i of  age,  when  he  united  with  the  Christian  Church. 
While  making  his  livelihood  in  various  business 
enterprises,  he  had  devoted  his  spare  time  to  his 
i preparatory'  studies,  and,  in  1855,  he  was  or- 
| dained,  and  began  his  pastoral  labors.  His  chief 
work  during  his  years  of  service  wasdonein  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Michigan,  although  he  preached  at 
times  in  other  States.  After  several  years  of 
j faithful  and  devoted  service,  he  returned  to  Wood 
county,  and  for  seven  y'ears  was  clerk  in  the  of- 
| flee  of  the  probate  judge,  doing  some  local  preach- 
ing in  the  meantime.  After  this  he  again  en- 
: gaged  in  preaching  until  January,  1895,  when  he 
was  appointed  general  agent  for  the  Globe  Build- 
ing & Loan  Association,  and  was  also  elected  as- 
sessor. He  was  married,  in  1852,  to  Miss  Deli- 
lah E.  Booker,  who  was  born  in  Richland  county, 
December  15,  1833,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children:  Almeda,  the  wife  of  George  H.  Mc- 

Carty; Panola  E.,  who  lives  at  home;  and  Lillie 
May,  the  wife  of  Charles  R.  Stewart,  of  Bowling 
Green.  Politically,  Mr.  Hill  was  a Republican; 
socially,  he  was  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. , and 
the  F.  & A.  M. 

John  F.  Myers,  at  this  writing  (1S95)  serving 
as  one  of  the  trustees  of  Troy  township,  resides  in 
Section  16,  on  the  farm  where  his  birth  occurred 
in  1858.  FI  is  parents,  Christopher  and  Anna 

Barbara  (Kuss)  Myers,  were  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, the  former  born  in  Baiern,  and  the  latter 
j in  the  Kingdom  of  Saxony.  In  his  native  land 
the  father  was  reared  and  educated,  and  on  com- 
: ing  to  this  country  first  located  in  Medina  coun- 
j ty,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married.  About  1854110 
came  to  Wood  county,  entering  forty  acres  of 
wild  land  from  the  government.  When  he  lo- 
cated upon  his  place  there  were  no  improve- 
ments upon  it;  and  he  began  its  cuiti\ation  with 
1 a borrowed  team,  having  lust  cut  away  the  tun  - 
| ber  which  thickly  covered  the  farm,  1 here  his 
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death  occurred  in  r S 8 5 , that  of  his  widow  in 
1895.  Iu  religious  belief  they  were  Lutherans, 
and  his  political  support  was  given  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  To  them  was  born  a family  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely: 
Mrs.  Barbara  Bueschen,  of  Toledo,  Ohio:  John 
F.,  subject  of  this  review;  and  Mrs.  Katie  Kohn, 
of  Troy  township;  the  one  deceased  was  a twin 
brother  of  our  subject. 

The  entire  life  of  John  F.  Myers  has  been  ; 
passed  upon  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home,  and  ' 
in  the  common  schools  of  Troy  township  he  re- 
ceived his  education.  He  has  always  engaged  in  j 
farming,  and  now  owns  the  old  homestead.  He 
has  watched  with  interest  the  many  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  county,  and  contributed 
his  share  to  the  work  of  general  improvement. 
In  1888,  in  Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  he  was 
married  to  Christina  Wiechman,  a native  of  this 
county,  and  a daughter  of  John  Wiechman,  of 
Troy  township,  and  three  children  now  grace 
their  union:  Freddie,  Edith  and  Eunice.  In 

July,  1894,  our  subject  was  elected  trustee  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  with  which  political  party 
he  has  ever  been  identified,  and  has  also  served 
as  school  director.  Thoroughly  honest,  upright 
and  reliable,  he  is  highly  honored  and  respected 
by  the  entire  community. 

William  W.  Hunter,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist of  Weston,  was  born  in  Plain  township, 
Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  January  22,  1851,  a son  of  Phi- 
lander and  Phideha  (Johnson)  Hunter,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  New  England,  and  came  to 
Wood  county,  settling  near  Bowling  Green.  His 
death  occurred  in  1851,  when  he  was  but  thirty- 
five  years  oid.  Politically,  he  was  a Whig.  Mrs. 
Hunter  was  born  in  Hocking  county.  Ohio,  and 
died  in  Milton  Center,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  were  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them:  Almira,  deceased 

wife  of  Calvin  Porter;  Nathan,  who  died  in 
Weston  township;  and  our  subject.  Mrs.  Hunter 
again  married,  her  second  husband  being  A.  E. 
Sheets,  by  whom  she  had  three  children:  Es- 

ther, who  married  Levi  Lott,  and  with  her  hus- 
band resides  in  the  South;  Addie,  who  died  while 
young,  and  David,  who  died  at  Milton  Center. 
The  paternal  grandfather.  Isaac  Hunter,  came 
from  New  York  State,  and  the  grandmother’s 
people  from  New  Hampshire.  They  died  near 
Bowling  Green. 

Our  subject  grew  up  near  Bowling  Green, 
where  he  was  married  December  20,  187O,  to 
Miss  Sarah  B.  Long,  whose  birth  took  place  No- 


vember 7,  1858.  They  have  three  children: 

Maud,  born  July  28,  1878;  Mabel,  born  March 
22,  1 8 8 1 ; William,  born  November  14,  1883. 
After  his  „ marriage,  Mr.  Hunter  settled  on  his 
farm  near  Weston,  which  comprises  sixty  acres, 
and  on  which  he  does  general  farming.  Politic- 
ally, he  is  a Republican;  socially,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , the  Encampment  and 
of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah. 

Jacob  Eckert,  a farmer  in  Portage  township; 
post,  office,  Mermill,  Ohio. 

Samuel  Ulis.  Among  the  prominent  and 
enterprising  farmers  of  Portage  township,  there 
is  perhaps  none  that  is  looked  upon  with  more 
respect  than  Samuel  Ulis.  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
was  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  event  took 
place  June  15,  1831,  eight  miles  south  of  Can- 
ton. His  father,  William  Ulis,  was  from  Penn- 
sylvania, followed  the  vocation  of  a farmer,  and 
died  in  Stark  county,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen, our  subject  accompanied  his  widowed 
mother  (who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha 
Schroyer)  to  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  locating  m 
Liberty  township,  which  at  that  time  contained 
but  few  settlers.  In  Stark  county,  in  later  years, 
the  mother  wedded  Philip  Vent,  and  her  death 
occurred  in  Wood  county  when  past  the  age  of 
sixty  years. 

Like  most  farmer  boys  of  those  early  days, 
Mr.  Ulis  secured  his  education  in  the  old-time 
schools  near  his  home,  and  at.  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, started  out  to  fight  life's  battle  unaided. 
When  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Susanna  Helm,  who  was 
born  in  Crawford  county,  in  1839,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  Helm.  Five  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union,  namely:  William,  a 

farmer  of  Portage  township;  Grant,  at  home; 
Fretta,  an  agriculturist,  of  Henry  township. 
Wood  count}’;  Jemima,  now  Mrs.  William  Amos, 
of  Portage  township;  and  Pert,  a farmer  of  the 
! same  township.  By  industry  and  economy.  Mr. 
i Ulis  had  saved  enough  money  so  that,  at  the 
; time  of  his  marriage,  he  owned  seventy-five  acres 
! of  land  in  Section  2,  Portage  township,  a part  of 
j his  present  farm,  which  now  comprises  1 1 5 acres 
; of  valuable  land.  However,  he  made  his  home 
in  Crawford  county  until  1869,  but  since  that 
time  has  resided  in  Portage  township.  Wood 
county.  He  has  taken  his  farm  from  the  timber, 
and  all  the  improvements  seen  thereon  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  thrift  and  industry  He 
j started  out  in  life  with  nothing  but  his  own 
1 indomitable  energy,  and  his  accumulation  of  t h 1-^ 
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| world’s  goods  is  attributable  to  his  good  judg- 
| ment  and  capable  management.  He  was  bap- 
| tized  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  he 
is  a Republican. 


I 


J.  G.  Ralston,  a prominent  agriculturist  of  ; 
Center  township,  residing  near  Bowling  Green,  ! 
was  born  in  Armstrong  county,  Penn.,  April  19,  j 
1832.  He  is  a son,  of  Joseph  Ralston,  one  of  j 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Wood  county,  and  a 1 
brother  of  Janies  D.  Ralston,  whose  biography  is 
given  elsewhere. 

Our  subject  was  only  two  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  the  county.  During  bo)T-  | 
hood  he  attended  the  winter  terms  of  school  in  a j 
log  house  belonging  to  William  Meeker,  and 
worked  upon  his  father’s  farm.  He  was  mar-  j 
ricd  March  25,  1854,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  ; 
to  Miss  Louisa  Walker,  who  was  born  May  iS, 
1834,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Walker,  a well- 
known  fanner  of  Center  township.  Hecontinued 
to  work  at  the  homestead  until  he  bought  forty 
acres  of  land  in  the  same  neighborhood,  where 
he  built  a log  cabin  and  made  many  improve- 
ments. He  sold  this  farm  after  a few  years  and 
bought  property  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he 
built  a home.  In  1867  he  took  charge  of  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Plain  township,  belonging  to  his 
father,  and  in  1870  he  sold  out  his  interest  and 
rented  another  farm,  which  he  kept  for  ten  : 
years.  Since  that  time  he  has  conducted  the  j 
Walker  homestead,  in  Center  township,  manag-  j 
ing  it  upon  progressive  and  successful  plans. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralston  are  leading  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  the  latter  is  an  active  1 
worker  in  the  Home  Missionary  Society.  Mr. 
Ralston  being  an  Odd  Fellow  (Centennial  Lodge 
No.  626),  both  belong  to  the  Rebekah  Lodge  j 
No.  382,  of  Bowling  Green.  They  have  three  j 
children:  Ella,  born  February  22,  1858,  mar-  j 

ried  Dr.  C.  S.  St.  John;  Charles,  born  November 
10,  i860,  a bridge  builder  by  occupation,  mar- 
ried Miss  Viola  Eaton;  and  William,  born  August 
9,  18C6,  married  Miss  Anna  Klatt,  and  lives  in 
Bowling  Green.  In  politics  Mr.  Ralston  is  a j 
Democrat,  and,  although  he  does  not  seek  office,  1 
his  personal  influence  is  felt  in  local  affairs  in  the 
support  of  any  movement  for  the  public  good. 


E.  I).  Winfield  is  a practicing  dentist  at 
| Perrysburg,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio. 

Clinton  Fay,  a prominent  retired  agricult- 
urist of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in  Eric  countv,  [ 
| Ohio,  September  20,  1834, 

His  grandparents,  Jonathan  Fay  and  wife,  I 


came  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  1832,  and  were 
among  the  hardy  band  of  pioneers  who  settled  in 
the  wilderness  in  Wood  county,  and  prepared 
the  way  for  the  civilization  of  to-day.  They  had 
three  sons,  Addison,  Wooster,  of  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  and  Hollis,  who  died  in  Bowling  Green,  at 
about  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  Mr.  Fay’s  grand- 
mother possessed  exceptional  strength  and  endur- 
ance, and  on  one  occasion  walked  from  Perrys- 
burg to  Bowling  Green  through  the  woods  in  one 
night.  Both  she  and  her  husband  died,  and  arc 
buried  in  the  county. 

Our  subject's  father,  Addison  Fay,  was  born 
in  Vermont,  in  1809,  and  died  in  Wood  county, 
January  27,  1892.  His  wife,  Matilda  Craw, 
also  a native  of  Vermont,  was  born  in  1810,  and 
died  in  1864.  In  1833,  shortly  after  their  mar- 
riage, they  came  to  Ohio,  and,  after  spending 
some  years  in  farming,  in  Erie  and  Huron  coun- 
ties, the)'  finally  settled  upon  a tract  of  200  acres 
in  Plain  township.  Wood  county.  They  were 
among  the  leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  that  locality,  where  our  subject's 
father  was  also  prominent  in  many  public  move- 
ments, and  gave  support  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Fay  is  the  elder  of  two 
children;  his  sister,  Ruth,  who  married  Jacob 
Daly,  now  lives  with  our  subject;  she  had  three 
children:  (1)  Maiy,  who  married  Dr.  Jacob  Ken- 
dal, of  Bowling  Green,  and  has  two  children — 
Harry  and  Maggie;  (2)  Elizabeth  (unmarried), 
and  (3)  Aletha,  the  wife  of  Frank  Hall,  of  Wood 
county;  they  have  two  sons,  Ralph  and  Ray- 
mond C. 

Mr.  Fay’s  educational  advantages  were  lim- 
ited in  early  life  to  an  irregular  attendance  in  the 
district  schools,  his  time  being  mainly  employed 
in  clearing  land  and  preparing  the  virgin  soil  for 
the  production  of  marketable  crops.  However, 
he  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and,  hav- 
ing the  mental  activity  and  grasp  of  the  typical 
Yankee,  he  has  gathered  a valuable  store  of  gen- 
eral information  on  all  the  topics  of  the  day.  He 
has  been  from  the  first  an  ardent  Republican, 
and,  in  18G4,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  144th 
O.  V.  I.,  for  the  100-days’ service,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  sent  to  Washington, 
Baltimore,  Chambersburg  and  other  points.  He 
was  married,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Leah  Pugh,  a lady 
of  unusual  gifts  of  mind  and  heart,  who  was  born 
in  Perry  county.  Ohio,  October  23,  1833.  They 
settled  upon  a farm  near  Bowling  Green,  where 
they  spent  many  happy  years  of  quiet  usefulness. 
A true  helpmeet,  Mrs.  Fay  shared  her  hu-Teuu:  s 
ambitions,  and  assisted  him  to  realize  them,  and 
to  enjoy,  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  the  fruits 
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of  his  labors.  After  her  death,  Mr.  Fay  removed 
to  Bowling-  Green,  of  which  he  has  seen  the  en- 
tire growth,  its  handsome  buildings  and  busy 
streets  now  occupying  land  which  in  his  boyhood 
was  his  favorite  hunting  ground. 

Samuel  C.  Dimick  is  the  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  most  noticeable  homesteads  in  Center  town- 
ship. His  residence  is  a handsome  and  substan- 
tial building,  flanked  by  a good  barn  and  the 
various  other  outbuildings  required  by  the  pro- 
gressive agriculturist.  As  a tiller  of  the  soil  he 
is  thorough  and  skillful,  and  has  been  uniformly 
fortunate  in  his  investments.  He  comes  from 
sturdy  New  England  stock,  and  was  born  in 
Lyme,  N.  H.,  on  June  23,  1835. 

His  father,  Chester  Dimick,  was  also  there 
born  July  6,  1S02,  and  was  a son  of  Samuel 
Dimick,  a native  of  Dorchester,  Mass.  The  lat- 
ter aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for  in- 
dependence, and  was  married  in  the  Bay  State 
to  Abigail  Cook,  who  was  born  August  12, 
1767,  and  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Cook,  o'f 
\ ermont,  who  was  also  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Revolution.  This  worthy  couple  passed  their 
last  days  in  Lyme,  N.  H.,  and  to  them  were 
born  twenty-one  children. 

On  attaining  man's  estate,  Chester  Dimick 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  On  January 
5,  1834,  in  Lyme,  he  married  Mary  Flint,  who 
was  born  May  8,  1813,  and  was  a daughter  of 
Samuel  Flint,  of  New  Hampshire.  Six  children 
blessed  this  union:  Samuel  C.,  of  this  sketch; 

Charles  N.,  who  was  born  March  1,  1837,  and 
was  accidentally  shot  in  Center  township,  Wood 
county,  November  5,  1878;  Chester  E. , born 

February  20,  1839;  Liddie  A.  (deceased;,  born 
March  15,  1841;  Francis  B.  (deceased),  born 
February  2,  1844;  and  Mary  F.  (deceased),  born 
October  16,  1S46.  The  mother  died  on  May  18, 
1S61,  and  Mr.  Dimick  was  again  married  March 
1,  1865,  his  second  union  being  with  Sophia, 
widow  of  Jonathan  Conant.  She  passed  away 
in  November,  1875.  For  his  third  wife,  he  wed- 
ded, July  4,  1876,  Nancy  Franklin,  who  is  still 
living.  The  father  was  accidentally  poisoned  by 
eating  ivy  root,  and  died  March  4,  1877. 

W e now  come  to  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who,  after  attending  the  district  schools 
of  Lvme,  entered  the  high  school  of  Orford,  N. 
H..  where  he  completed  his  education.  After 
working  on  his  father’s  farm  for  a time,  he  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  in  the  lum- 
ber business  for  a year,  and,  on  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  went  to  southern  Minnesota,  where  for 
a year  and  a half  he  had  charge  of  a government 


farm  on  the  Indian  reservation.  He  then  re- 
turned to  New  Hampshire,  buying  the  old  home- 
stead, which  he  operated  for  seven  years,  ami 
also  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  which  he 
later  sold  out.  On  again  coining  west,  he  lo- 
cated at  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  cans  for  four  ymars,  when  lie- 
disposed  of  that  business.  In  1875,  we  find  him 
. a resident  of  Center  township,  Wood  county, 
where  he  purchased  120  acres  of  the  old  Will- 
iams farm,  and  has  here  since  made  his  home. 
He  has  one  of  the  best  orchards  in  the  township, 
and  his  excellent  farm  has  been  brought  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  by  industry  and  good 
management,  with  its  attendant  hard  labor. 

Mr.  Dimick  was  married  at  Lyme,  N.  IT,  in 
i860,  to  Mary  Marshall,  who  was  born  in  1835, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  the 
younger  of  whom,  Burton  C. , born  November 
4,  1869,  died  in  July,  1S89;  Marshall  C. , born 
December  13,  1867,  was  educated  at  Toledo  and 
Bowling  Green,  and  now  has  a half-interest  in 
the  homestead  farm,  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  which  he  now  devotes  his  energies. 
He  is  a young  man  of  good  address,  genial  and 
industrious,  and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Center  township. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Dimick,  Micaiah  Marsh- 
! all,  was  born  at  Lyme,  N.  H.,  and  by  occupation 
was  a farmer.  On  June  30,  1811,  he  married 
Charlotte  Kimball,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren: Polly,  born  June  8,  1812;  Francis,  born 

August  5,  1813;  Chauncv,  born  July  20.  1S14; 
j and  Charlotte,  born  December  16,  1 S 1 5 . 1 he 

mother  of  this  family  died  in  March,  1S16.  For 
his  second  wife,  Mr.  Marshall  wedded  Martha 
Suthard,  December  25,  1817.  Her  birth  oc- 
; curred  on  Februar)-  12,  1798.  By  this  union 
were  born  twelve  children,  as  follows:  B S., 

born  September  24,  1S1S,  died  February  12. 
1839;  Martha  P.,  born  September  17,  1S20,  died 
December  10,  1890;  Anson  S.,  born  December  3, 
1823,  was  accidentally  shot  July  4,  1874;  David 
E.,  born  February  4,  1825,  died  February  16. 
1852;  C.  S. , born  March  22,  1S27,  died  Decem- 
ber 30,  1856;  Elizabeth  K.,  born  March  16.  1829. 
died  September  26,  1845;  George  C.,  born  Jan- 
uary 28,  1831,  died  December  27,  1883;  Harriet 
E.,  born  Mav  6,  1833,  died  December  19,  i860; 
Mary,  born  January  10,  1835,  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Sarali  T.,  born  February  15,  1837.  died 
July  9,  1849;  Luena  L.,  born  July  6,  184),  died 
! April  29,  1863;  and  Jane  E. , born  August  10, 

1 1845,  died  March  2*8,  1879.  The  wife  and  moth- 
er passed  away  on  December  9,  1865,  and  Mr. 
Marshall  later  wedded  Eliza  K.  Russ,  who  was 
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born  August  16,  1807.  He  departed  this  life 
Mayo,  1891,  and  his  last  wife  died  December 
18,  1893. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dimick  are  social,  entertaining 
people,  good  conversationalists,  and  their  hos- 
pitable home  is  ever  open  for  the  reception  of 
their  many  friends.  They  are  active  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  has  been  elder  for  many  years,  and,  in  ! 
accordance  with  his  views  on  the  temperance 
question,  casts  his  vote  with  the  Prohibition  party. 
Mrs.  Dimick  is  now  in  feeble  health,  having  re- 
ceived a stroke  of  paralysis,  from  the  effects  of 
which  she  suffers  much.  Our  subject  has  prac- 
tically laid  aside  business  cares,  the  management 
of  the  farm  being  almost  entirely  given  over  to 
his  son. 

John  M.  Goodrich,  a jeweler  and  tonsorial 
artist  of  Prairie  Depot,  is  one  of  the  enterprising, 
progressive  business  men  of  that  live  little  city. 
He  was  born  January  2,  1862,  in  Canton.  St. 
Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Nelson 
W.  and  Loraine  (Leonard)  Goodrich.  His  pa- 
ternal grandparents,  Isaac  and  Clementia  Good- 
rick,  were  natives  of  England,  and  in  their  fam- 
ily were  four  children:  Harriet,  who  married, 

and  is  now  deceased;  Nelson  \V.,  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Fanny,  who  died  young;  and 
Isaac,  who  became  a member  of  the  16th  N.  Y. 
V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  later  re-enlisted  in  i 
the  42nd  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  was  accidentally  shot 
at  a landing. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Nelson  \V.  Goodrich  oc- 
curred at  Fairfax,  Yt.,  June  9,  1836,  and  when 
quite  small  his  mother  died.  After  obtaining  a 
good  literary  education  in  the  common  schools 
he  learned  the  tanner's  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  he  entered  the  Physio-Medical  College,  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and,  in  1867,  he  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  On  February  28, 
’1861,  he  married  Loraine  Leonard,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children:  John  Maitland,  Adelbert, 

and  Lester  Nelson,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
When  our  subject  was  quite  small  the  parents 
removed  to  Defiance,  Ohio,  but  soon  after  went 
to  Maumee,  where  the  mother’s  death  occurred, 
February  27,  1865.  For  his  second  wife  the 
Doctor,  in  1869,  wedded  Miss  Fanny  Conner,  a 
native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  born  July  20, 
1847,  a daughter  of  James  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Gra- 
ham) Conner,  who  came  to  Ohio  when  Mrs.  Good- 
rick  was  a mere  girl.  Four  children  were  born 
of  this  second  union:  Alice  ( now  Mrs.  Lyman 

McDowell),  of  Prairie  Depot;  Joel,  at  home; 
Nellie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and 


Cora,  at  home.  Until  1870  the  father  continued 
to  reside  at  Maumee,  when  he  came  to  Prairie 
Depot,  where  he  practiced  successfully  until  his 
death,.  September  7,  1SS3.  He  had  fought  his 
way  through  life  unaided,  and  gained  the  confi- 
dence and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  His  political  support  was  given  the 
Republican  party.  Since  his  death  the  widow 
has  continued  to  reside  at  Prairie  Depot,  where 
she  has  a comfortable  home,  and  is  held  in  the 
highest  respect. 

J.  M.  Goodrich  was  but  an  infant  when 
brought  to  Ohio,  and  here  he  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  Though  his  oppor- 
tunities in  that  direction  were  good,  like  many 
other  boys,  he  did  not  take  advantage  of  them. 
At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  sustained  injuries 
which  affected  his  spine,  producing  lateral  curva- 
ture, and  physically  rendered  him  a partial  crip- 
ple. When  sixteen  he  left  home,  working  at 
different  places  until  1885,  when  he  began  learn- 
ing the  barber’s  trade  at  Prairie  Depot  under 
Charles  Simmons,  and  when  he  had  mastered 
the  same,  he  began  business  in  that  line  for  him- 
self at  the  same  place.  He  now  owns  a fine  res- 
idence located  on  West  Main  street,  together 
with  his  place  of  business,  which  he  occupies, 
situated  on  a lot  22x90  feet,  in  the  business 
center  of  Prairie  Depot;  and  to  his  tonsorial 
business  he,  in  1893,  added  a complete  line  of 
jewelry.  His  place  and  its  equipments  are  such 
as  would  do  credit  to  a much  larger  town  than 
Prairie  Depot.  In  March,  1887,  at  that  place 
Mr.  Goodrich  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  K. 
F'eltman,  daughter  of  Philip  Feltman,  and  to 
them  has  been  born  one  child.  Mabel  M.  Our 
subject  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  Republican  party,  which  he  always  supports 
by  his  ballot,  but  cares  nothing  for  political  pref- 
erment, desiring  to  devote  his  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  has  been 
quite  successful,  and  he  is  numbered  among  the 
progressive  and  wide-awake  business  men  of 
Prairie  Depot,  He  is  strictly  a self-made  man. 
though  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  received 
some  capital  from  his  mother’s  estate;  but  like 
many  young  men  lost  the  money  in  bad  bargains, 
so  his  present  accumulations  are  in  no  way  the 
outgrowth  of  that  inheritance.  He  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  1'..  belonging  to  the  subordinate 
lodge  at  Prairie  Depot,  and  the  Encampment  at 
Toledo,  Ohio;  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  at  Prairie  Depot. 

Frank  Powkll,  a retired  farmer  of  Perrys  - 
burg  township;  post  office,  Perrysburg,  Ohio. 
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Lewis  Whitman,  a leading  and  highly  re-  j 
spected  citizen  of  West  Millgrove,  was  born  j 
November  S,  1843,  in  Montgomery  township, 
this  county.  . His  father,  William  H.  Whitman, 
was  a native  of  New  York  State,  born  March  21, 
1819,  from  where,  when  he  was  a child,  his 
parents,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Hay)  Whitman, 
who  were  born  in  Vermont,  moved  to  Onondaga  | 
county,  N.  Y. , for  many  years  making  their 
home  in  the  village  of  Camillas,  then  removing  i 
to  Illinois,  where  they  remained  a short  time,  i 
and  then  caine  to  Wood  county,  where  they  j 
passed  the  rest  of  their  days.  The  father  died  in  j 
Montgomery  township,  living  to  be  over  eighty- 
one  years  of  age,  the  mother  in  West  Millgrove 
at  the  age  of  nearly  ninety  years,  and  they  are 
both  buried  at  Prairie  Depot.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Clarissa 

E.  married  Elias  Frink,  and  died  in  the  State  of 
Washington;  Julia  married  Seth  Newcomb,  and 
died  in  New  York ; William  H.  comes  next  in  the 
order  of  birth;  Mary  J.  and  Eliza  B.  both  died  in 
childhood;  Lewis  died  in  Andersonville  prison, 
having  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederates  1 
during  the  Civil  war,  while  serving  in  an  Illinois  1 
regiment;  Eliza  married  Alonzo  Dingman,  and 
died  in  Michigan;  Luther  died  in  Perry  township, 
Wood  county. 

William  H.  Whitman  received  a fairly  liberal 
education  at  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of 
his  boyhood  home,  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  a farm.  On  I'ebruary  8,  1844,  he  was  mar-  : 
ried  in  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Eunice 
Tyrrel,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  May  3,  1824, 
daughter  of  William  and  Love  (Huff)  Tyrrel,  and 
in  the  following  August  the  young  couple  came 
to  Wood  county.  Mr.  Whitman  had  previously  ' 
visited  here  twice,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Section  26,  Montgomery  township,  where 
he  built  his  first  home— a round-log  cabin,  with 
clapboard  roof  and  puncheon  floor.  To  this  j 
honored  pioneer  couple  were  born  children  as  j 
follows;  Lewis,  whose  name  introduces  this  i 
sketch;  Theodore,  who  served  in  Company  H, 
49th  O.  V.  I.,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  was 
thrice  wounded,  was  captured  by  the  Confeder- 
ates, and  lay  for  six  weeks  in  Libby  prison  (he 
died  in  Risingsun,  Ohio);  Nathan,  a resident 
of  Hardin  countv,  Iowa;  Emily  : now  Mrs.  j 
- Cyrus  Baldwin),  of  West  Millgrove,  Ohio;  Electa, 
who  died  when  nearly  nineteen  years  of  age; 
Adeline,  deceased  in  childhood;  Frederick,  of 
San  Bernardino  county,  Cal.;  George,  who  died  j 
young;  Edwin,  living  in  Prairie  Depot,  Ohio: 
James,  a farmer  in  Montgomery  township,  and 
two  daughters  that  died  in  infancy.  The  father 


of  this  family  is  a life-time  agriculturist,  and  ha- 
ever  since  lived  where  he  had  first  settled, 
redeeming  a fine  farm  from  the  primeval  fori  si. 
On  February  8,  1894,  he  and  his  wife  celebrate  i 
their  golden  wedding,  on  which  occasion  a most 
pleasant  reunion  was  held,  all  the  children  who 
were  at  home  being  present.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Whitman  has  always  been  a stanch  Republican, 
but  never  an  office  seeker,  and  he  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  W.  H.  Harrison.  He  and 
his  amiable  life  partner  are  not  identified  with  any 
Church;  but  they  lead  good  Christian  lives,  and 
are  honored  and  respected  by  all.  They  have 
numerous  descendants,  including  five  great-grand- 
children. Mrs.  Whitman’s  father,  for  some  time 
prior  to  his  marriage,  taught  school  in  Montgom- 
ery township,  Wood  county,  then  returned  to 
New  York  State,  married,  and  in  1S43  settled  in 
Wood  count}’. 

Lewis  Whitman  received  as  good  an  educa- 
tion m his  boyhood  as  could  be  secured  in  hi- 
day  and  locality,  which  was  much  interrupted  by 
his  work  on  the  farm,  where,  being  the  elde.-t 
son  and  child,  he  had  to  devote  much  of  his  time. 
When  he  had  entered  his  “’teens"  he  commenced 
learning  carpentry  with  Henry  Fuller,  and  after 
a couple  of  seasons  took  up  the  trade  for  his  own 
account,  at  which  he  was  working  at  the  time  of 
his  enlistment,  August  15,  1861,  in  Company  H, 
49th  O.  Y.  I.,  Capt.  O.  B.  Hays,  which  regi- 
ment went  from  Camp  Dennison  to  the  South.  At 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh  our  subject  was 
doing  detached  duty  at  division  headquarters, 
and  after  the  engagement  at  Perryville,  lie  re- 
joined his  regiment  and  participated  in  ad  the 
battles  and  skirmishes  in  which  it  was  engaged, 
up  to  February,  1864,  when  he  came  home  on 
furlough.  Re-enlisting  in  the  same  company  and 
regiment,  at  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  he  was  in  even 
fight  thereafter  in  which  the  49th  took  part.  t;’i 
he  was  wounded,  in  front  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  J u 1 > 
24,  1864.  He  was  then  sent  to  the  field  hospital, 
later  to  Nashville,  where  he  secured  a furlough 
to  visit  his  home;  returned  after  a short  time  to 
Nashville,  thence  was  sent  to  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  until  the  latter  part  of  May 
1SG5,  when,  being  refused  a discharge  from  tin 
army,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Nashviin 
From  there  he  was  sent  to  Texas,  where,  at  \ i - 
toria,  he  was  discharged  November  25.  1803. 
and  returned  home,  arriving  January  1,  i8( 
after  an  absence  (less  the  furloughs  month 'in 
above  of  four  years  and  four  and  one-ludf  mon;  h 

While  on  one  of  his  furloughs,  Mr.  Whitman 
was  married,  Octobei  11,  1864,  in  Perry  town 
ship,  to  Miss  Mary  R.  Ford,  a native  of  Medic  t 
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county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Rebecca 
Ford.  On  his  return  from  the  war  he  and  his 
young  wife  lived  with  her  parents,  while  a home 
was  being  prepared  on  an  eighty-acre  tract  of 
wild  land  Mr.  Whitman  had  bought,  in  Section 
12,  Perry  township.  In  1867  he  went  to 'Ot- 
tawa county,  Ohio,  and  in  the  village  of  Martin 
was  employed  in  a sawmill.  Returning  to  Perry 
township,  he  re-commenced  farming,  and  work- 
ing at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  In  1870 
he  traded  his  farm  for  an  interest  in  a sawmill 
at  West  Millgrove,  Wood  county,  but  in  June, 
1871,  the  mill  was  burned  down;  in  the  winter  of  j 
1871-72  it  was  rebuilt  by  Whitman,  Ketcham  & 
Swope,  Mr.  Whitman  later  becoming  sole  owner, 
as  he  is  at  the  present  time. 

Our  subject's  first  wife  died  June  20,  1S7S, 
and  was  buried  at  West  Millgrove.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children:  William  A.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years;  and  Charles  A. , Chester 
O.,  and  Roland  M.,  all  three  deceased  in  infancy. 
In  1879  Mr.  Whitman  married  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Buckingham,  of  Perry  township,  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Buckingham;  she  passed 
away  May  13,  1892,  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren: Milton  M.,  Willis  A.,  and  Norman  L. , all 
yet  at  home.  In  1893  our  subject  was  married 
at  Granville,  Licking  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Elizabeth 
Thomas,  and  one  child — Sarah  E.,  has  blessed 
this  union. 

In  addition  to  his  sawmill,  Mr.  Whitman 
owns  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Bloom  township,  a 
fiouring-mill  in  West  Millgrove,  as  well  other 
town  property.  Socially,  he  is  a charter  member 
of  Yates  Post  No.  30,  G.  A.  R. , and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  a member  of  Conley  Post  No.  476,  at 
Millgrove.  In  his  political  preferences  he  is  a 
straight  Republican,  and  between  the  years  1880 
and  [895  he  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  He 
is  in  all  respects  a thorough  business  man,  shrewd, 
cautious  and  conservative,  self-made  in  every  re- 
spect, one  who  by  his  own  individual  efforts  has 
climbed  the  ladder  of  success,  rung  by  rung, 
until  he  has  reached  the  goal  of  a well-earned 
prosperity. 

Horace  A.  Elder,  who  now  devotes  his  en- 
ergies to  farming,  in  Center  township,  was  born 
in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  March  i.  1 S 5 5 , a son 
of  Asa  and  Eliza  (Cessna)  Elder.  The  father 
was  a native  of  Bedford  county,  Penn.,  and,  re- 
moving to  Ohio  about  1833,  located  in  Mahoning 
county,  where  he  died  in  1855.  The  mother  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Seneca  county,  in  1869, 
and  in  1871  came  to  Wood  county,  now  making 
her  home  in  Bloorndale.  She  is  a member  of 


the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  has  been  to 
her  children  a most  faithful  and  devoted  mother. 
In  the  family  were  seven  children — Sarah,  a res- 
ident of  Bloorndale,  and  the  widow  of  j.  Dickins. 
who  died  in  Seneca  county ; Emma,  who  became 
the  wife  of  E.  Ash,  and  died  in  Seneca  county; 
Curtis,  a farmer  of  Defiance  county,  Ohio;  Will- 
iam, a resident  of  Fostoria,  Ohio;  Jonathan,  who 
is  living  in  Henry  county,  Ohio;  Mary,  who  died 
in  childhood;  and  Horace  A. 

Our  subject  remained  in  Seneca  counts'  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then  came  to  Wood 
county,  where  he  attended  the  district  schools, 

, and  aided -in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm.  At 
| the  age  of  twenty-four  he  married  Viola  Fed, 
who  was  born  in  Wood  county,  April  10,  t S 5 3 . 
They  have  seven  children — Floyd,  Wanda,  Cash, 
Ward,  Helen  and  Merl,  all  li\  ing,  and  Clinton, 

- the  second  child,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

In  1871,  Mr.  Elder  purchased  a farm  in  Bloom 
; township,  where  for  twenty-three  years  he  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  System 
i in  his  methods  of  work,  close  application  to  busi- 
ness, energy  and  determined  effort,  have  brought 
to  him  success,  and  in  1894  he  sold  his  farm  in 
Bloom  township,  and  purchased  a valuable  tract 
of  land  adjoining  the  city  limits  of  the  county 
seat,  where  he  is  now  living  in  a pleasant  home. 

B.  Soule,  who,  since  November,  1892,  has 
made  his  home  in  Fostoria,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio, 
but  whose  life  has  almost  entirely  been  passed  in 
Wood  county,  was  born  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
August  1,  1835.  When  a small  child  he  was 
taken  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  by  his  parents,  Lo- 
renzo and  Anna  C.  (Fink)  Soule,  both  natives  of 
Germany,  who  but  a short  time  remained  in  Erie 
county,  and  then  located  in  Bloom  township, 
this  county.  Our  subject  was  nearly  eleven 
years  of  age  before  he  was  able  to  attend  school, 
and  as  his  aid  was  needed  in  operating  the  home 
farm,  his  education  was  necessarily  quite  meager. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  learning  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  which  he  followed  for  a few  years. 

On  July  4,  1858,  Mr.  Soule  was  married  in 
Portage  township,  Wood  county,  to  Miss  Mary 
Graham.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Ashland  county. 
Ohio,  on  May  8,  1832,  and  she  was  quite  young 
when  she  was  brought  to  Wood  county  by  her 
parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  (Letler  Graham, 
pioneers  of  Montgomery  township.  At  the  time 
of  his  marriage  our  subject  had  onh  enough 
money  to  start  to  house-keeping  witli  on  his 
father-in-law's  farm  in  Portage  township.  The 
first  land  he  owned  was  in  Bloom  township,  but 
previously  he  had  an  interest  in  a sawmill  in  the 
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southwest  corner  of  Montgomery  township,  be- 
ing in  partnership  with  Henry  Tyson.  With  the 
profits  made  in  that  business,  Mr.  Soule  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Section 
2,  Bloom  township,  at  once  beginning  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation,  and  there  made  his 
home  for  about  eighteen  years,  when  he  re- 
moved to  his  father-in-law’s  place,  in  Portage 
township,  as  that  gentleman  was  getting  old  and 
required  some  care.  After  residing  there  for  two 
years,  he  next  operated  the  John  Baird  farm,  in 
Bloom  township,  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
The  following  three  years  were  spent  in  West 
Millgrove,  where  he  was  ill  most  of  the  time. 
He  then  removed  to  his  farm  of  ioo  acres  in 
Section  io,  Perry  township,  residing  there  until 
going  to  Fostoria,  where  he  owns  a pleasant 
home,  and  expects  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his 
days  -in  ease  and  retirement,  enjoying  a well- 
earned  rest.  In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife 
are  Methodist  Episcopals,  and,  while  in  West 
Millgrove,  he  served  as  trustee  of  the  Church 
there.  His  political  support  is  given  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  is  an  estimable  citizen,  and 
an  honorable,  upright  man. 

Rev.  Richard  M.  Culver,  a minister  of  the 
M.  E.  Church;  post  office,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio. 

Isadore  Fastxacht,  an  industrious  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  Middleton  township,  was 
born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  August  22,  1846, 
and  is  a son  of  Joseph  (a  carpenter  and  joiner) 
and  Mary  Fastnacht,  who  had  a family  of  three 
children,  Isadore  being  the  only  survivor.  The 
parents  have  both  passed  away. 

In  the  common  schools  near  his  home  our  sub- 
ject acquired  his  education,  and  afterward  worked 
at  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  with  his 
father  for  five  years;  but  advancement  was  slow 
in  his  native  land,  and  wages  meagre.  This  led 
him  to  seek  a home  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  in 
1869  he  bade  adieu  to  the  friends  and  scenes  of 
his  boyhood,  and  set  sail  for  New  York.  On  reach- 
ing this  country,  he  made  his  way  to  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  three  months,  and  then 
removed  to  Sandusky  county,  and  there  resided 
some  six  years,  working  as  a farm  hand  and  car- 
penter. On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
came  to  Wood  county,  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Middleton  township,  where  he  purchased  a farm 
of  forty  acres,  partly  improved';  the  remainder 
he  cleared,  transforming  it  into  richly  cultivated 
fields,  and  built  thereon  a good  residence  and 
commodious  barns.  Such  is  the  home  he  lias 
made  for  himself  entirely  through  his  own  efforts, 


and  his  life  in  its  enterprising  progressiveness  is 
well  worthy  of  emulation. 

In  1873  Mr.  Fastnacht  was  married  in  San- 
dusky county  to  Miss  Aggie  Demphly,  a native 
of  Baden,  Germany,  and  six  children  were  born 
to  them,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  \Villiam 
and  John  dying  in  early  childhood;  the  others 
I are  Emma,  of  Bowling  Green;  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Pfeifer,  a harness-maker,  of  Bowling  Green ; 
and  Joseph,  at  present  attending  school.  In  re- 
ligious faith,  our  subject  is  a Roman  Catholic; 
in  his  political  views,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has 
served  as  supervisor  one  term. 

I 

George  M.  Grover  (deceased),  who  was  for 
! many  years  previous  to  his  death  a prominent 
j and  successful  agriculturist  of  Center  township, 
i was  born  in  Green  Spring,  Ohio,  January  13, 
1839.  He  was  a son  of  Aaron  and  Mary  A. 
(Davis)  Grover,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
i New  York  State. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  district 
j schools  of  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
| learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
! there  for  some  time.  Later  he  moved  to  Illinois, 

I and  remained  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Wood 
! county  and  located  in  Plain  township,  continuing 
his  business  of  blacksmithing,  and  engaging  also 
1 in  farming.  In  the  following  year  he  sold  out 
| and  moved  to  Center  township,  purchasing  forty 
i acres  of  unimproved  land  near  Sugar  Ridge. 

! This  he  cleared  and  made  into  a fine  farm  with  a 
| good  orchard,  substantial  farm  buildings,  and  the 
handsomest  dwelling  house  in  that  neighborhood. 
He  was  married  in  Illinois,  in  i860,  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Rush. 
October  14,  1841.  Ten  children  were  born  of 
i this  union,  of  whom,  two,  Laura  and  Charles, 
died  in  childhood,  and  two  (twins)  died  in  infancy. 

The  names  of  the  six  surviving  children,  with 
dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  William,  January 
21,  1863,  a farmer  in  Center  township,  married 
Ellen  Stoller,  and  has  two  children;  John  S. . 

, March  20,  1865,  now  conducts  the  homestead, 
Clara,  July  17,  1S69,  married  Louis  Bowers,  a 
farmer;  Hilda,  August.  11,  1871,  married  Henry 
Layman;  Florence,  January  5,  1874,  married 
Frank  Meaker;  and  Albert,  September  13,  1870 
is  at  home. 

Mr.  Grover  was  kind  and  loving  in  the  domes- 
tic circle,  and  was  a generous  supporter  of  even 
movement  which  promised  to  benefit  the  public 
His  death  shortened  a life  which  seen:.  1 destu;  d 
to  accomplish  much  for  the  advancement  - I >ii 
community.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active 
workers  in  the  Grange,  while  it  was  in  existence. 
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and  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Republican 
ranks,  serving  as  school  director  for  several 
terms,  and  for  a number  of  years  as  township  | 
supervisor,  giving  to  his  public  duties  the  same 
energy  and  care  which  distinguished  the  manage-  ! 
ment  of  his  private  affairs. 

William  Witzler,  farmer,  Perrysburg  town- 
ship; post  office,  Perrysburg,  Ohio. 

John  Stacy,  deceased,  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  citizens  of  Center  township,  his  genial, 
kindly  manner  winning  him  many  friends,  while 
his  well-spent  life  enabled  him  to  retain  their 
high  regard.  Prosperity  attended  his  efforts,  and 
the  community  recognized  him  as  one  of  its  valued 
residents.  He  was  born  in  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  November  5,  1813,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Bonner)  Stacy,  both  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  district  schools  afforded  him  his  edu- 
cational privileges,  and  in  his  native  county  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a carpenter  and  joiner,  which 
he  followed  lor  a period  of  several  years.  He 
afterward  engaged,  with  good  success,  in  con- 
tracting and  building  on  his  own  account. 

In  December,  1840,  Mr.  Stacy  married  Ma- 
linda  Underwood,  daughter  of  William  Under- 
wood, and  a sister  of  Gideon  Underwood,  the 
wedding  being  celebrated  in  Pennsylvania,  just 
across  the  Ohio  line.  Thirteen  children  blessed 
this  union — Laura  J.,  who  was  born  January  26, 
1842,  now  the  wife  of  John  Shanks,  a farmer  of 
Center  township,  by  whom  she  has  five  children;  | 
John  N.,  born  March  9,  1S43,  a resident  of  Bowl- 
ing Green;  Mary  A.,  born  May  10,  1S44,  the  de- 
ceased wife  of  Wright  Stacy,  who  has  also  passed 
away;  William  S.,  born  February  9,  1845,  a me- 
chanic of  Bowling  Green;  Charlotte  A.,  who  was 
born  November  23,  1847,  and  died  in  1857; 
Charles  S.,  who  was  born  October  9,  1849,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  in  Cen- 
ter township;  Thomas  W.,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 29,  1851,  and  died  in  1856;  Sylvia,  who 
was  born  November  23,  1853,  and  died  in  1872; 
Martha  E.,  who  was  born  October  7,  1855,  and 
died  in  1857;  Albert  L. , born  February  23,  1857, 
farms  the  old  homestead;  Elsie  M.,  who  was  born 
August  11,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  George  Bufford, 
a farmer  of  Michigan;  Carrie  L. , who  was  born 
December  6,  1S61,  is  the  wife  of  John  Sullivan, 
of  Center  township;  Sherman  G.,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1865,  is  a resident  of  Frankton,  Indiana. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Stacy  came  with  his  family  to 
Wood  county,  and  purchased  eight}'  acres  of  par- 
tially-cleared land  in  Center  township,  which  was 
operated  by  his,  sons,  while  he  carried  on  con- 
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tracting  and  building  at  Bowling  Green.  He 
erected  a fine  residence,  and  good  barns  and  out- 
buildings upon  his  farm,  tiled  and  ditched  the 
place,  planted  an  orchard,  and  made  there  an  ex- 
cellent home,  where  his  wife  still  resides.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  as  school  director,  and 
always  took  a deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation and  other  movements  calculated  to  benefit 
the  community.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican. 
His  was  an  upright,  noble  Christian  life,  and  he 
left  to  his  family  the  priceless  heritage  of  a good 
name.  Mrs.  Stacy,  now  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years,  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
the  midst  of -her  children  and  grand-children,  who 
do  all  in  their  power  to  make  her  declining  years 
happy. 

Isaac  Groff,  one  of  the  most  prominent  of 
the  wealthy  agriculturists  of  Grand  Rapids  town- 
ship, Wood  county,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Penn.,  November  27,  181S.  He  was 
one  of  the  nine  children  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth 
(Cowhick)  Groff,  and  he  is  now  the  only  survivor 
of  the  family.  He  wrorked  upon  his  father's 
farm  during  boyhood,  and  attended  the  neighbor- 
ing district  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  milling  business,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  twenty-two  years.  In  1865  he  sold 
his  interests  there  and  came  to  W’ood  county, 
and  located  in  Grand  Rapids,  renting  and  operat- 
ing the  flourmill  in  Henry  county  on  the  Mau- 
mee, owned  by  Mr.  Purdy,  which  he  conducted 
for  twelve  years.  In  1868  he  bought  100  acres 
of  farming  land  in  Grand  Rapids  township,  a por- 
tion of  which  was  cleared.  He  soon  brought  the 
entire  tract  under  cultivation,  ditching  and  tiling, 
and  building  a frame  dwelling  house  and  barns. 
While  this  is  quite  satisfactory  as  a farm,  it  was 
too  far  from  Grand  Rapids  to  be  a congenial 
residence,  hence  Mr.  Groff  bought  ten  acres 
more,  near  the  town,  and  built  a handsome  brick 
dwelling  house  at  a cost  of  $2,700,  where  he 
now  resides.  His  other  improvements  on  the 
smaller  tract  are  of  a high  class,  and  his  home  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Groff  has  been  twice  married,  first  in 
1840,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Campbell,  by  whom  he  had  six  children:  Mary, 

who  lives  at  home;  Edward,  deceased:  Michael, 
a farmer  in  Henry  county;  Margaret,  deceased, 
formerly  the  wife  of  William  Rhoades;  Martha, 
deceased,  formerly  the  wife  of  William  Shoe- 
maker; and  Isaac,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Columbus  Bridge  Co.  Mrs.  Grolf  died  in 
1856  at  Columbus.  In  1863  our  subject  married, 
for  his  second  wife.  Miss  Eliza  Mains,  a native  of 
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Pennsylvania.  No  children  were  born  to  this 
union.  Mr.  Groff  is  a Republican  in  politics  and 
has  always  been  a leader  in  local  affairs.  He  is 
well-known  and  highly  esteemed  in  the  town  of 
Grand  Rapids,  as  well  as  in  the  rural  districts, 
and  was  at  one  time  a member  of  the  city  council. 

Henry  Lucas  is  a well-known  resident  of 
Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  Ohio. 

John  A.  Stevens,  a highly  respected  agricult- 
urist of  Grand  Rapids  township,  was  born  in 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  in  Bloom  (now  Erie)  town- 
ship, May  3,  1822.  William  K.  Stevens,  a na- 
tive of  New  York  State,  married  Miss  Catherine 
Saddler,  and  had  seven  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  first. 

John  A.  Stevens  had  an  adventurous  life  in 
his  youth.  He  began  when  only  seven  years  old 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  at  an 
early  age  went  west  and  became  a cowboy,  his 
schooling  being  limited  to  a few  years’  attendance 
at  the  district  schools  near  his  birth  place.  How- 
ever his  native  abilities  have  served  him  well,  and 
he  has  gathered  a wide  range  of  practical  infor- 
mation on  all  the  topics  of  the  day.  When  eight- 
een years  of  age  he  began  working  as  a farm 
hand,  and  in  1853  he  came  to  Wood  county  and 
entered  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he  improved 
and  sold  two  years  later  at  an  advance.  He 
afterward  bought  and  sold  land  several  times  in 
the  same  way,  sixteen  acres  near  Weston,  and 
forty-one  in  Plain  township;  but  finally  he  settled 
upon  his  present  farm  of  forty  acres  near  Weston, 
which  he  keeps  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  and 
has  beautified  with  commodious  and  well-planned 
buildings.  He  was  married,  in  1849,  *n  Sherman 
township,  Huron  county,  to  Miss  Ether  Linda 
Heath,  and  has  had  nine  children,  as  recorded 
in  the  sketch  of  Zahn  Stevens,  elsewhere 

Mr.  Stevens  holds  an  influential  position  in 
his  community,  won  by  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character.  He  was  school  director  in  Weston 
township  for  two  years,  and  in  Plain  township 
for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  has  been  super- 
visor of  Weston  township,  fie  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a Repub- 
lican. 

S.  L.  Irwin,  the  junior  member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  W.  B.  Ladd  & Co.,  of  Tontogany, 
was  born  September  27,  1843,  in  West  Toronto, 
York  Co.,  Canada,  where  his  paternal  ancestors 
had  lived  for  several  generations.  His  parents 
were  both  born  t lie  re , his  father,  E.  G.  Irwin,  in 
1810,  and  his  mother,  Mary  (Crown),  two  years 


later.  Her  father  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and 
served  in  the  war  of  ,'812.  Mr.  Irwin  was  the 
third  of  six  children:  (1)  John  C.  is  a traveling 

salesman  for  a flour  manufacturer,  and  lives  in 
Chicago;  (2)  Henry  L.  died  in  Texas;  (3)  S. 
L.,  is  our  subject;  (4)  William  W.  is  an  engineer 
at  Erie,  Penn;  (5)  Hattie  P.  married  R.  J 
Conader,  of  Toronto;  (6)  M.  R.  lives  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas.  Mr.  Irwin’s  parents  were  con- 
sistent followers  of  the  Christian  faith.  On 
March  4,  1863,  his  mother  died,  and  on  May  6, 
of  the  same  year,  his  father  passed  away,  and  the 
family,  unbroken  up  to  that  time,  was  soon 
widely  scattered. 

In  1 8 64  our  subject  came  to  Maumee  City, 

| Lucas  county,  and  after  working  for  a few 
■ months  at  the  tinner's  trade,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  185th  O.  Y.  I.,  at  the  last  call  for  one- 
! year  men,  serving  in  Kentucky  until  discharged 
in  October,  1865.  Returning  to  Maumee  he  re- 
sumed his  business  there,  and  in  1870  moved  to 
Weston,  and  followed  the  same  line  of  work  at 
intervals  until  1883.  He  visited  Florida  on  a 
prospecting  tour,  but,  quickly  recognizing  the  su- 
perior advantages  of  Wood  county,  he  came 
back,  and  in  1883  entered  into  partnership  with 
W.  B.  Ladd,  forming  the  firm  of  W.  B.  Ladd  A 
; Co.,  in  their  present  business  of  general  hardware 
in  Tontogany.  Its  management  devolves  upon 
Mr.  Irwin  at  present,  and  it  is  to  his  good  judg- 
ment and  energy  that  its  success  is  mainly  due. 

He  was  married  at  Maumee  City,  in  1S66,  to 
Miss  Ida  M.  Clark,  who  was  born  there,  August 
15,  1S48.  They  have  three  children:  Lulu  B., 

Hattie  and  F.  W.  Mr.  Irwin  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  progressive  citizens  of  the  community, 
and  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Walter  Wood 
Post  No.  14,  and  of  the  F.  A A.  M.,  Crystal 
Chapter  No.  157  Bowling  Green,  Blue  Lodge 
No.  45  1 of  Tontogany,  and  the  Commandery  of 
Toledo. 

F.  M.  Carter  is  a farmer  in  Middleton  town- 
ship; post  office,  Hull  Prairie,  Ohio. 

David  Adams  (deceased)  was  the  father  of  a 
large  family  that  claim  Montgomery  township  as 
their  pioneer  home,  being  founded  here  in  the 
early  “thirties,"  so  that  for  over  sixty  years  it 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  locality.  Previous  to  David’s  location 
here,  his  brother  Asa  had  become  a resident  of 
Montgomery  township. 

David  Adams  was  born  in  Beaver  county, 
Penn.,  in  1784,  and  was  the  son  of  David  Adams. 

I Sr.,  who  was  descended  from  New  England  stock. 


, l<' 

. 


h:\  . 

■ 


irooz>  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


1303 


From  Pennsylvania,  the  son  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  there  he  married  Sarah  McKibben,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children,  all  born  in 
the  Keystone  State  with  the  exception  of  the 
youngest:  Julia  A.,  who  was  married  in  Pennsyl- 

vania to  Henry  Rhodes,  died  in  Portage  county, 
Ohio;  Agnes  is  the  widow  of  William  Miller,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Mercer  county,  Penn. ; Aman- 
da became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Klitz,  and  died 
in  Montgomery  township.  Wood  county;  Mar- 
garet was  married  in  this  State  to  William  Henry, 
now  of  Mahoning  county,  Ohio;  David  died  near 
Jerry  City,  Ohio;  Harvey  also  died  near  that  city  ; i 
Joseph  died  in  Montgomery  township  in  1849; 
Jajnes  died  in  Jerry  City;  Hugh  Me.  died  in 
Montgomery  township;  Sarah  }.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Burket,  died  in  Kansas;  John 
M.  and  Asa  are  twins,  the  former  a resident  of 
Montgomery  township,  and  the  latter  of  P'reeport, 
Ohio;  Mary  wedded  Andrew  Wanders,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  during  the  Rebel- 
lion, after  which  she  married  Abel  Manchester, 
and  died  in  Missouri;  and  Susan  is  now  Mrs.  Will- 
iam Cowden,  living  near  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan. 

In  his  native  State  Mr.  Adams  was  a farmer 
and  distiller,  the  latter  business  being  then  quite 
popular,  and  in  1 S 3 3 he  came  to  Wood  county, 
where  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Mont- 
gomery township,  from  a man  at  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 
The  following  spring,  with  sons — David,  Harvey 
and  Joseph— he  came  by  team  to  this  county, 
where  he  left  the  boys  and  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania. They  were  to  put  in  such  crops  as 
they  could  with  a team  of  oxen.  In  November, 
1834,  he  brought  the  remainder  of  the  family  to 
Montgomery  township,  locating  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  Section  20,  their  first  home  being  a 
log  house.  In  1837  he  built  the  old  gristmill  in 
Section  20,  Portage  township,  on  the  Portage 


ation,  and  people  would  come  from  miles  around 
to  have  their  grist  ground.  He  was  a man  of 
comfortable  means  in  Pennsylvania,  and  entered 
much  land  in  Wood  county,  giving  to  each  of  his 
sons  eighty  acres  or  its  equivalent. 

Though  not  large  in  stature,  Mr.  Adams  was 
a muscular  man,  and  very  robust.  His  educa- 
tional privileges  were  only  ordinary,  but  he  was 
a man  of  natural  intellectual  ability  and  became 
well-informed  by  reading  and  observation.  He 
had  begun  the  study  of  law,  and  often  tried  cases 
for  the  justice  of  the  peace,  his  counsel  often  be- 
ing sought  by  the  early  settlers  of  Wood  county. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Adams  usually  supported  the 
Democracy,  but  was  not  bound  by  party  ties; 
various  official  positions  in  the  township  and 


: county  were  offered  him,  but  he  always  declined. 

as  he  cared  nothing  for  the  honors  or  emoluments 
| of  public  office.  Being  an  excellent  conversa- 
tionalist, he  could  easily  entertain  a crowd  of 
people,  and  he  was  wide  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  county.  His  death  occurred  up- 
on the  old  homestead  farm  in  Section  20,  Mont- 
gomery township,  in  June,  1859,  and  his  body 
was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  his  wife,  who  had 
died  a few  years  previous,  in  West  Millgrove 
cemetery.  They  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

R.  H.- Ralston,  furniture  dealer  and  under- 
taker, in  Milton  Center,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio. 

S.  J.  McCrory,  a retired  farmer,  and  a 
highly  respected  resident  of  Bowling  Green,  was 
born  in  Liberty  township,  January  17,  1851,  and 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ann  (Mercer)  Mc- 
Crory. 

James  McCrory  was  born  in  Wayne  county. 
Ohio,  in  1821,  and  when  a boy  came  with  his 
parents  to  Wood  county.  He  followed  farming 
the  greater  part  of  his  life,  although  he  was  en- 
gaged for  a short  period  in  merchandising  in 
Portage.  He  was  a Democrat  and  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  He  died  October  19. 
1885.  Mr.  McCrory  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Nancy  Sechelor,  who  died  after  the  birth  of  one 
child,  Hannah,  now  the  wife  of  William  Robin- 
son, of  Liberty  township. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Co- 
lumbiana county,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  George 
and  Jane  (Montgomery)  Mercer,  and  is  still  liv  ing 
at  her  old  home  in  Liberty  township.  By  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  McCrory  she  became  the  mother  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  seven  grew  to  matu- 
rity; William  Paul,  deceased;  S.  J.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Jennie,  wife  of  J.  Ferguson,  living 
in  Wood  county;  James  A.,  living  at  Cygnet, 
this  county;  Mar)7  Ann,  residing  with  her  mother; 
Horace,  living  in  Milton  township;  and  Albert, 
who  makes  his  home  with  his  mother. 

S.  j.  McCrory  was  reared  upon  a farm  in  Ins 
native  township,  and  is  a model  type  of  the  man 
who,  with  limited  advantages  in  the  way  ot 
schooling  or  of  money,  has,  by  persistent  appli- 
cation. acquired  a knowledge  of  books  as  well  as 
of  men,  and  who  to-day  is  well-posted  on  cur- 
rent literature  and  matters  of  general  interest 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  McCrory  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Liberty  township,  and  devoted  himself  1 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  land  with 
an  energy  which  soon  produced  the  desired  effect 
He  has  become  recognized  as  a farmer  of  more 
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than  ordinary  intelligence  and  progressive  ideas. 
In  1890,  Mr.  McCrory  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, and,  since  that  time,  has  made  his  home  in 
Bowling  Green,  where  he  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  its  most  valued  citizens. 

Mr.  McCrory  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel 
Milbourn,  whose  birth  took  place  in  Bloom  town- 
ship, February  16,  1854.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Bertha,  who  died  when  two 

years  and  nine  months  old;  Alda,  born  May  27, 
1884,  and  Charles,  born  February  17,  1SS7.  Our 
subject  is  in  sympathy  with  the  principles  of  the 
Prohibition  party,  but  in  local  elections  cares 
f more  for  the  qualifications  of  the  candidate  than 
for  mere  party  considerations,  and  votes  accord- 
ingly. He  is  a consistant  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  is  liberal  to  all  worthy  causes. 
Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
in  all  relations  of  life,  bears  his  part  as  an  honest 
man,  a good  neighbor  and  worthy  citizen. 

Joseph  Engesser  was  born  in  Baden,  Ger- 
many, March  it,  1844,  and  his  parents,  John 
and  Maria  Ann  Engesser,  were  also  natives  of 
Baden,  but  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a native  of  France.  By  trade,  John 
Engesser  was  a miller,  and  also  followed  farming. 
His  death  occurred  in  his  native  land,  February 
26,  1875,  while  his  wife  survived  him  a few  years. 
To  them  were  born  the  following  children — 
Johann,  who  was  drowned  in  a river  one  stormy 
night;  Anna  and  Theresa,  in  Germany;  Joseph, 
of  this  sketch ; Mary  and  Katrina,  in  Germany; 
and  George  who  came  to  America  in  1870.  He 
went  to  Kansas  but  died  twenty-six  days  after 
reaching  his  destination. 

Joseph  Engesser  attended  school  in  his  native 
land  until  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a miller  and  baker  in  Tre- 
hurg,  serving  a two-years-and-a-half  apprentice- 
ship and  paying  $50  for  the  instruction  he  re- 
ceived. During  that  time  he  had  to  arise  at  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning  and  work  until  quite  late 
at  night, for  he  attended  evening  school.  His  ap- 
prenticeship being  ended,  he  went  to  Austria,  to 
Bavaria,  to  Tyrol,  Switzerland,  and  to  Alsace, 
working  in  these  various  places,  his  ability  en- 
abling him  to  command  the  highest  wages.  On 
April  3,  1870,  he  sailed  from  Bremen  on  the 
steamer  “Taain  ”,  which  reached  New  York  harbor 
on  the  15th  of  April.  He  was  accompanied  by  a 
friend.  From  New  York  he  went  to  Cincinnati, 
and  had  just,  money  enough  to  pay  one  week’s 
board  for  himself  and  friend.  He  soon,  how- 
ever, obtained  work  in  a bakery,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  the  fall,  when  he  went  to  Wapa- 


j koneta.  Ohio,  where  for  three  years  he  worked 
i at  the  miller's  trade.  He  next  went  to  Auglaize 
j county,  and  in  the  summer  of  1 S 74  he  came  to 
i Wood  county,  establishing  a feed-mill  in  Custar, 

1 which  he  operated  for  a year.  He  then  pur- 
! chased  the  hotel,  which  was  in  poor  condition,  but 
j he  has  made  many  excellent  improvements,  and 
is  now  conducting  the  “Washington  Hotel”,  an 
: establishment  that  is  first-class  in  every  particular. 

Returning  to  Wapakoneta,  Mr.  Engesser  was 
1 married  November  26,  1S74,  to  Magdalena 

Wieser,  who  was  born  in  Auglaize  county,  Oc- 
i tober  15,  1855.  They  at  once  came  to  Custar, 
and  on  May  1,  1875,  opened  the  hotel.  To  them 
j have  been  born  the  following  children — Josephine, 

1 August  13,  1875;  Anna  Wilhelmina,  December 
| 27,  1876;  Clara  Maria,  November  1,  1S7S;  Franz 
J.,  September  30,  1881;  Elizabeth,  May  4,  1884; 
Magdalena,  February  26,  1887;  Theresa  Ger- 
j trude,  May  30,  1890;  Vernika  Julia,  August  2, 
i 1893;  and  Mary  K.,  April  6,  1S95.  The  first 
i named  died  September  6,  1876,  but  the  others 
j are  all  living. 

Mr.  Engesser  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  is  a 
i member  of  St.  Louis’  Catholic  Church.  In  the 
; spring  of  1894,  he  returned  to  his  native  land, 

I where  he  spent  several  months  visiting  his  sisters 
! and  friends,  and  then  returned  home  content  to 
reside  in  America. 

John  Eakex,  who  has  taken  quite  a promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs  in  Jackson  township, 
was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  June  6,  1S46. 
and  is  a son  of  George  Clark  Eaken,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sarah  Lance,  and  was  a native  of  Wayne 
county,  Ohio.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Medina  county,  where  the  father 
owned  and  operated  a farm  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  i860.  His  wife  passed  away  the 
previous  year.  Their  children  were  Elizabeth, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  George,  a farm- 
er, of  Medina  county,  Ohio;  Abraham,  also  a 
farmer  there;  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Albert ; Isabel,  of 
Medina  county;  Hannah,  wife  of  Conrad  Eckerly, 

1 who  died  in  Michigan;  John;  Mary,  wife  of  Duat 
Hickoks,  of  Massillon,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Eaken,  of  this  sketch,  acquired  a fair  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  father’s  death,  started  out  in  life  for  himself, 
being  then  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  following 
year  he  became  a brakeman  on  the  N.  Y.  P. 

O.  railroad,  and  in  a wreck  he  sustained  severe 
i injuries,  which  prevented  him  from  working  for 
six  months.  He  afterward  was  employed  as  a 
farm  hand  for  a year,  and  then  enlisted  with  the 
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hundrcrl-day  men  in  Company  D,  79th  O.  V.  I., 
and,  after  reaching;  Washington,  was  assigned  to 
the  heavy  artillery.  After  the  war  he  again 
worked  as  a farm  hand. 

On  October  10,  1867,  in  La  Fayette,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Eaken  married  Susan  Catherine  Hollowed, 
and  a year  later  came  to  Wood  county,  where 
several  years  previous  he  had  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Jackson  township.  This  he  at 
once  began  to  clear  and  improve,  making  it  his 
home  for  eleven  years,  and  clearing  it  of  all  in- 
debtedness; but  through  going  security  for  an- 
other, he  lost  all  his  property.  He  afterward 
bought  forty  acres,  which  he  farmed  for  a year, 
then  sold,  and  purchased  eighty  acres.  While 
living  there  his  wife  died.  Eight  children  were 
born  of  that  marriage — Luella,  wife  of  Dora  El- 
linwood,  of  Hoytville;  Ida  May,  wife  of  S.  D. 
Leatherman,  of  Hoytville;  William  C. ; Edward 
Dwight,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Har- 
ley; Minnie  Maud,  and  Finney  Tot,  twins;  and 
Mertie  Ann.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Eaken 
married  Catherine  A.  Mills,  widow  of  John  Kiger, 
by  whom  she  had  six  children,  four  yet  living. 
By  the  second  marriage  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren— Mary  Catherine  Lillie  Alverna,  at  home; 
Jennie,  who  died  of  diphtheria  at  the  age  of 
seven;  Johnnie  Guy,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen months;  Roy,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Flora. 

At  the  time  of  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Eaken 
traded  forty  acres  of  his  farm  for  a building  that 
stood  on  the  site  of  his  present  home,  but  which 
was  burned  in  1889.  He  has  since  erected  there 
a good  residence  and  store  room.  Before  the 
fire  he  carried  on  a grocery  store  for  a vear  and 
a half,  and  then  rented  his  store  room,  while  he 
went  on  the  road  for  six  months,  selling  sewing 
machines.  Returning  to  Hoytville,  lie  then  em- 
barked in  the  saloon  business,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  carried  on.  He  also  owns  forty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  farms.  In  politics  he  is  a 
strong  Republican,  and  for  many  years  has  served 
as  township  clerk.  For  eight  years  he  was  con- 
stable, has  also  been  school  director,  and  super- 
visor, and  has  continually  held  office  since  loca- 
ting in  the  county. 

Asher  Sargent,  a resident  of  Liberty  town- 
ship; post  office,  Portage,  Ohio. 

Zahm  Stevens.  The  salient  points  in  the 
life  of  this  intelligent  and  enterprising  farmer, 
who,  besides  general  farming,  is  also  engaged  in 
stock  dealing  in  Washington  township,  are  as 
follows:  He  was  born  in  Sherman  township,  Hu- 


ron Co.,  Ohio,  August  24,  1853,  and  is  a son 
of  John  A.  and  Ether  Linda  (Heath)  Stevens. 
The  father  was  born  in  the  same  county,  and 
j was  a son  of  William  K.  Stevens,  of  German 
: descent.  There  the  parents  were  married,  and 
in  their  family  were  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Daniel,  deceased;  John  E.,  the  present  mayor  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Ohio;  Amelia,  wife  of  E.  Gill; 
Zahm;  Almina,  deceased  wife  of  William  Potes; 
Prudence,  deceased;  Roxy  Ann,  wife  of  Jeff  Dots; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Abner  Gill;  and  Emma 
jane,  wife  of  John  Curtis  Ames. 

In  the  district  schools  of  Wood  county,  Mr. 
Stevens,  of 'this  review,  pursued  his  literary  stud- 
ies, he  having  coming  to  this  county  with  his 
parents  in  October,  1855.  He  grew  to  manhood 
upon  the  home  farm,  aiding  in  the  work  of  the 
i fields,  and  there  remained  until  his  marriage. 

That  important  event  occurred  on  December  15, 

1 1873,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Lucy  Ann  Bur- 
ditt,  a daughter  of  Greenbury  Burditt,  and  a 
j sister  of  Andrew.  She  was  born  May  6,  1852. 

1 By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of 
j four  children — Rosa,  who  was  born  July  20, 

1 1S75,  and  died  September  10,  1876;  Ether 

i Linda,  who  was  born  September  iS,  1877, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Florus  Thompson,  who 
j assists  in  the  operation  of  the  Stevens  farm;  Car- 
oline Eldora,  who  was  born  February  22,  1882, 
and  is  at  home;  and  William  K.,  who  was  born 
September  S,  1887,  and  died  in  infancy. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Stevens  worked  for 
others  for  about  four  years,  on  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  removed  to  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  renting  the  land  from  his  father-in-law, 
for  two  years.  He  then  purchased  the  place, 
which  comprises  forty  acres  of  fine  arable  land, 
most  of  which  he  has  cleared,  drained  and  tiled, 
and  erected  thereon  a good  residence  at  a cost  of 
$1,000.  The  land  is  very  productive,  he  having 
1 raised  thirty  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre  the  past 
year.  He  also  deals  quite  extensively  in  stock 
and  sheep,  finding  it  a profitable  employment.  For 
nine  years  he  has  been  serving  his  fellow  towns- 
men as  school  director,  and  has  been  president  of 
the  board  of  education  for  eight  years.  The  Re- 
publican party  receives  his  earnest  support,  and 
all  interests  calculated  to  benefit  the  community 
receive  his  substantial  aid.  He  attends  the  Dis- 
ciples Church. 

Jacob  Ash,  whose  well-spent  life  has  won 
him  the  esteem  of  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor, 
is  now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  living 
at  his  pleasant  home  in  Milton  township  amid 
many  warm  friends  who  have  for  him  the  greatest 
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regard.  He  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Penn., 
October  8,  1817,  and  is  a son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Zimmerman)  Ash.  The  father  was 
born  (it  is  supposed)  in  Cumberland  county, 
Penn.,  in  1792,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. -When  a young  man  he  moved  to  Somer- 
set county,  where  he  married  Miss  Zimmerman, 
a native  of  New  York.  They  lived  in  that  county 
until  1834,  and  then  removed  with  their  family 
to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  locating  on  a fifty-acre 
farm.  In  1842  Mr.  Ash,  with  his  wife  and  five 
children,  came  out  to  De  Kalb  county,  Ind. , where 
his  death  occurred  in  1875;  his  wife  had  passed 
away  ten  years  previous.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children:  Sallie,  deceased  wife  of 
Jacob  Miller;  Katie,  who  was  twice  married,  and 
is  now  deceased;  Josiah,  a retired  farmer  of  Ash- 
land county;  Jacob;  Betsy,  wife  of  John  Meiser, 
of  De  Kalb  county,  Ind. ; Mary,  wife  of  Hugh 
Maxwell,  of  De  Kalb  county;  David,  deceased; 
Aaron,  of  De  Kalb  county;  and  Henry,  who  died 
in  Kansas. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  subscription 
schools  in  his  native  State,  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  was 
reared  on  a farm,  and  has  throughout  life  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits.  In  Stark  county,  in 
November,  1837,  he  married  Sallie  Putnam,  a 
native  of  that  county,  born  in  1S19.  They  re- 
moved to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  locating  on  a 
partially-improved  farm  of  eighty  acres;  but  after 
two  years  returned  to  Stark  county.  They  lived 
for  a similar  period  in  Sugar  Creek  township,  and 
then  came,  with  their  family,  to  Wood  county, 
making  the  journey  with  two  horses  and  a wagon. 
Mr.  Ash  was  given  eighty  acres  of  land  by  his  j 
father-in-law.  It  was  then  wild  land,  and  he  at 
once  began  to  clear  and  improve  it.  He  erected 
a log  cabin  with  the  assistance  of  his  neighbors, 
and  as  time  passed  kept  improving  the  dwellings 
upon  his  place.  In  1886  he  erected  his  present 
commodious  residence,  and  is  to-day  the  owner  of 
a highly-improved  and  well-cultivated  farm. 

In  1870  Mrs.  Ash  died,  and  her  remains  were 
buried  in  Weston  cemetery.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Gabriel;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jo  Stan- 

show,  of  Weston  township;  Susan,  wife  of  Abra- 
ham Reams,  of  Milton  township;  Franklin,  a 
farmer  of  Milton  township;  David,  who  died  in 
boyhood;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Hoover,  of  Lima, 
Ohio;  Henry,  who  died  in  childhood;  Josiah,  a 
minister  in  Nebraska ; Monroe,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen;  and  Hattie,  wife  of  Otto  Sock- 
man,  of  Knox  county,  Ohio.  Two  years  after 
the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Ash  married  Sarah 
Miller,  who  was  born  in  Marion  county,  Ohio, 


August  27,  1841,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Drosen)  Miller,  natives  of  Ohio.  Her  father, 
who  was  a farmer,  became  a resident  of  Marion 
county  at  an  early  day,  and  in  his  family  were 
five  children:  Isaac,  of  Morrow  county,  Ohio; 

Rebecca,  wife  of  John  Powell,  of  Findlay,  Ohio; 
Eli,  deceased;  Hannah,  deceased  wife  of  Gabriel 
Ash;  and  Sarah.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  two  children:  Jesse,  at  home; 

and  Irena,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ash  is  a Prohibitionist,  and 
has  served  as  school  director  and  supervisor  for 
many  years,  also  as  township  trustee.  He  has 
taken 'quite  a prominent  part  in  religious  work, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the. 
Evangelical  Church. 

Oscar  Lyon,  a farmer;  post  office,  Water- 
ville,  Lucas  county,  Ohio. 

Anton  Diefenthaler.  Among  the  enter- 
prising and  substantial  farmers  of  Lake  township, 
there  is  probably  none  more  widely  or  favorably 
known  than  this  gentleman.  He  comes  from 
across  the  sea,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  in  1840,  and  is  a 
sen  of  Philip  and  Susan  (Young)  Diefenthaler, 
who  were  also  natives  of  that  duchy,  and  in  1857, 
accompanied  by  their  family,  they  sailed  from 
Havre,  France.  At  the  end  of  a long  and  tedious 
voyage  of  thirty-one  days  they  landed  safely  at 
New  York,  whence  they  came  to  Lake  township, 
Wood  county,  where  the  father  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  timber  land,  and  on  that  farm  the  par- 
ents spent  their  remaining  days.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  three  children — Mrs.  Christina  Burch, 
of  Lake  township;  Jacob  and  Anton.  The  mother 
was  twice  married,  her  first  husband  being  Philip 
1 Kahier,  who  died  in  the  Fatherland,  and  to  them 
‘ were  born  four  children — Philip,  who  located  in 
Lake  township  as  early  as  1842,  and  died  in  To- 
ledo, Ohio;  John,  who  arrived  in  that  township 
in  1852,  and  there  died  in  1895;  Mrs.  Barbara 
Young,  of  Toledo;  and  Mrs.  Mary  Young,  of 
Ottawa  county,  Ohio. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land  our 
j subject  acquired  his  education,  and  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in 
Lake  township,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in 
farming,  now  owning  a fine  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  Section  1.  At  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  1865,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  1 89th  O.  V.  I.,  for  one  year 
or  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  participated  in. 
the  engagements  at  Huntsville  and  Brownsboro. 
After  hostilities  had  ceased,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1865,  and  re 
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turned  to  his  home.  In  Lake  township,  in  1866,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Shafer,  a daughter 

of  Louis  and  — (Kolb)  Shafer,  also  natives 

of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States 
first  located  in  Ottawa  county,  Ohio.  They  are 
both  now  deceased.  Eight  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife — six 
sons  and  two  daughters — namely:  John,  Philip, 

Henry,  Charley,  Louie,  Rudolph,  Mary,  and 
Christina. 

Mr.  Diefenthaler  uses  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party;  socially,  he  affiliates  with  Doug- 
las Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Millbury,  Wood  county, 
and  in  religious  sentiment  he  is  a Protestant. 
No  one  is  more  interested  in  the  development 
and  progress  of  Wood  county  than  is  our  sub- 
ject, who  gives  his  support  to  all  worthy  enter- 
prises, and  is  justly  entitled  to  a position  among 
the  representative  citizens  of  Lake  township. 

John  Taylor  is  a farmer  in  Middleton  town- 
ship; post  office,  Hull  Prairie,  Ohio. 

Philip  Wetzel,  a well-known  cigar  manu- 
facturer of  Perrysburg,  was  born  November  1 1 , 
1858,  in  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  where 
his  ancestors,  both  paternal  and  maternal,  had 
their  home  for  generations.  Jacob  Wetzel,  his 
father,  was  born  January  13.  1836,  and  his 

mother,  Catherine  Artz,  on  December  18  of  the 
same  year.  The}'  were  married  November  10, 
1857,  and  five  years  later  came  to  Perrysburg, 
where  the  father  carried  on  his  trade  of  merchant 
tailor  until  1879,  when  he  began  the  manufactur- 
ing of  cigars  in  partnership  with  our  subject,  his 
eldest  son.  In  1S92  he  retired  from  business, 
and  with  his  wife  is  enjoying  well-earned  leisure 
at  his  home  in  Perrysburg.  A brief  record  of 
their  six  children  is  as  follows:  Philip  is  our 

subject;  Mary  married  james  Kinnear,  of  Morri- 
son, Mich. ; Willie  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
months;  Katie  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  E.  H.  Jamison, 
of  Kingston,  Tenn. ; Charles  died  aged  five  years; 
Amelia  lives  with  her  parents. 

Perrysburg  having  been  our  subject’s  home 
since  childhood,  his  education  was  obtained  in 
her  excellent  public  schools,  and  the  early  friend- 
ships then  formed,  and  the  admirable  business 
training  acquired  with  his  father,  have  smoothed 
the  way  to  success  in  later  years.  His  present 
factory,  opened  in  September,  1894,  is  already  a 
prosperous  enterprise.  In  1891  Mr.  Wetzel  was 
married  to  Miss  Ethel  Baird,  a native  of  Perrys- 
burg, born  December  28,  1869,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Dorcas.  Politically  our  subject  is  a 


Democrat,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  popular  workers  in  local  affairs.  In  1 SS 3 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  Perrysburg  township,  by 
a majority  of  222,  and  has  held  the  office  for 
three  terms.  The  second  time  his  majority  was 
.245,  and  so  well  did  his  performance  of  his  duties 
i satisfy  the  public  that  at  the  last  election  he  had 
I no  opposition.  He  is  now  serving  his  sixth  con- 
secutive year.  A stanch  supporter  of  the  rights 
of  the  workingman,  he  belongs  to  the  Cigarmakers 
j National  Union,  and  he  is  also  a member  of  the 
! I.  O.  O.  F. , holding  the  office  of  district  deputy 
! grand  master. 

I 

Isaac  Charlton,  an  honorable  and  well-to- 
! do  farmer  of  Center  township,  is  a native  of 
j Sugar  Creek  township.  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
: made  his  appearance  on  the  stage  of  life  April 
26,  1823.  The  birth  of  his  father,  John  Charl- 
ton, occurred  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed 
farming,  but  when  a young  man  removed  to 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  he  operated  a farm  of 
sixty  acres.  In  1855  he  came  to  Wood  county 
and  purchased  sixty  acres  in  Center  township, 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  died,  and  they  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  of  Bowling  Green.  In 
Stark  county  he  had  wedded  Polly  Augusteen, 
a native  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and  our 
subject  was  the  younger  of  their  two  children, 
the  other  being  Fanny,  who  was  born  in  1S18, 
and  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Elliott,  but  is 
now  deceased. 

In  the  uneventful  manner  of  most  farmer 
! boys,  Isaac  Charlton  spent  the  days  of  his  child- 
hood and  youth,  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  his 
' education  in  the  district  schools  of  Stark  and 
J Wood  counties,  and  gave  the  benefit  of  his 
labors  to  his  father  in  clearing  and  operating  the 
home  farm.  He  is  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neers of  the  county,  having  arrived  here  in  1S55, 
when  few  roads  had  been  laid  out,  and  most  of 
the  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition.  He 
aided  in  the  transformation  that  has  taken  place 
since  that  time,  working  hard  in  clearing  the 
land,  digging  up  the  stumps,  draining  the  land, 
etc.  His  first  purchase  made  him  the  possessor 
of  sixty  acres  of  partially-improved  land  in  Cen- 
ter township,  and  after  operating  it  for  several 
years  he  sold  out  and  purchased  the  forty-acre 
tract  which  is  still  his  home.  The  many  im- 
provements seen  thereon  are  the  work  of  his 
hands,  and  the  land  now  constitutes  one  ot  the 
most  highly  cultivated  farms  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

In  Stark  county,  in  1847,  Mr-  Charlton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Christiana  Ebersole,  who 
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was  born  there  March  24,  1825,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  nine  children,  namely:  Caro- 

line, wife  of  Jacob  Snider,  of  Piain  township, 
Wood  county;  Frances,  at  home;  John,  a farmer 
of  Huron  county,  Ohio;  Euria,  a fanner  of  Plain 
township;  Sarah,  at  home;  Marion,  an  agricultur- 
ist of  Center  township;  Emma,  wife  of  Herbert 
Underwood;  Maggie,  wife  of  Simeon  George,  a 
farmer  of  Center  township;  and  Charles,  who 
was  born  March  24,  1868,  and  assists  in  the 
operation  of  the  homestead  farm. 

On  starting  out  in  life,  Mr.  Charlton  had  no 
capital,  but  by  energy  and  economy  has  become 
possessed  of  a handsome  property.  A good 
orchard  is  one  of  the  features  of  his  place,  his 
residence  and  barns  are  neat,  and  everything 
that  surrounds  him  evinces  the  thrift  and  care  of 
the  owner.  His  political  views  are  in  accordance 
with  those  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
always  uses  his  ballot  in  support  of  its  men  and 
measures. 

Frank  Josett,  foreman  of  the  machine 
shops  of  the  Hardy  Machine  Company,  at  North 
Baltimore,  Ohio. 

William  Savory,  who  is  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  in  Wood  county,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Toledo,  September  15,  1859,  and  is  of 
English  lineage.  His  father,  James  Savory,  was 
born  in  Oxfordshire,  England,  where  he  followed 
the  various  callings  of  a butcher,  shoemaker  and 
baker  in  the  county  of  his  nativity.  In  1854  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  New  World,  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where,  for  sev- 
eral years,  he  worked  at  market  gardening. 
Coming  to  Wood  county,  he  here  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  improved 
for  two  years,  when  he  sold,  and  bought  eighty- 


five  acres,  all  of  which  he  placed  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  continuing  its  operation  until 
1890,  when  he  retired  to  private  life.  For  three 
years  he  had  his  residence  in  Perrysburg,  and 
then  removed  to  East  Toledo,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home.  He  w'as  married  in  England, 
to  Esther  Tiffin,  and  they  became  the  parents  .,! 
four  children:  Thomas,  a carpenter  and  joiner; 

Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Taylor,  a farmer  of  Lucas 
county,  Ohio;  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
and  Charles,  who  was  killed  near  the  homestead, 
in  1887,  by  the  bursting  of  a gun.  The  father 
of  this  family  served  as  trustee  in  Middleton 
township  for  six  years,  and  gave  his  political 
support  to  the  Republican  part}-.  His  wife  died 
in  Perrysburg,  in  1893. 

Out  subject  was  educated  in  Wallbridge,  Lu- 
cas Co.,  Ohio,  and  in  Middleton  township,  and 
worked  on  his  father’s  farm  from  boyhood  til! 
early  manhood,  when  he  started  out  to  make  Ins 
own  way  in  the  world.  For  two  years  he  fed, - 
lowed  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  was  then  for 
four  years  engaged  in  the  wholesale  butchering 
business.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  has  since  conducted  the  farm.  He 
now  cultivates  125  acres,  upon  which  he  has  mau>_ 
excellent  improvements,  and  in  addition  operates 
a threshing  machine  during  the  harvest  season. 
His  business  is  well  managed,  and  is  a prosper- 
ous one.  In  1887,  in  Maumee,  Ohio,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Maggie  Collier,  who  was  born  in  Per- 
rysburg, in  i860,  and  they  have  five  children: 
Chace,  James,  Catherine  ( ‘Katie”),  Edward 
and  Elmer.  I11  politics  Mr.  Savory  is  a stalwart 
Republican,  but  prefers  to  give  his  attention  to 
his  business  interests  rather  than  to  politics.  He 
is  a genial,  whole-souled  gentleman,  of  a benev- 
olent, kindly  disposition,  and  makes  friends  wher- 
ever he  goes. 
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Wollam,  Joseph 984 

Wollam,  Robert  H 984 

Wollam,  William  M 956 

Wood,  Emilius 475 

Wood,  Harrison  B 1080 

Wood,  W.  H 475 

Woodbury,  Village  of 309,  392 

Wood  County  Agricultural-  Soci- 
ety  178 

Wood  County  Fair  Association. . 179 

Wood  County  Fair  Company. . ..  181 
Wood  County,  Formerly  part  of..  1 
Wood  County  Horticultural  So- 
ciety   180 

Wood  County  Medical  Society. . 112 

Wood  County  Organized 55 

Woodford,  Charles  S 838 

Woodside,  Village  of 250 

Wool  Growers’  Association ISO 

Wooster,  L 877 


Wrested  from  Savages 

Wyandot  Village  in  1765 t •, 

Vates,  Daniel  M 

Yates,  James  A i ■>-<;. 

Yates,  Lewis  I ;i;;  ■ 

Yates,  Thomas ....  872 

Yeager,  Frederick 

Yeager,  John  J r>rr, 

Yonker,  Charles ; p 

* Oiikcr,  C.  1 j 7 t? 

Yonker,  H.  H 747 

Yonker,  L,  L.,  D.-D.  S los 

Young,  F.  M 5o! 

Young,  Jacob  C ,y;n 

Young,  T.  J 561 

Youngs,  Robert 154:; 

Ziegler,  Emanuel 

Ziegler,  J.  H 770 

Ziegler,  Peter 108 J 

Zimmerman,  Daniei  751 

Zimmerman,  Isaac 1310 

Zimmerman,  N.  Allen 007 

Zimmerman,  William. . . .248,  419,  7-5! 

Zingg,  Charles 1121 

Zingg,  John 1121 

Zingg,  Nicholas. 1122 
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